= \ 
4 I 
, - 4 
N * > — — 
. rr : > 0 5 S 
- 7 I JS 
Fry 5 - — 
| N 4 * S 4 | 2 
| Pg 
_ * — N | f | 
* — 
Dre Werren 9 —— — IA 1 
0 ” i # Shi bSelbdbed bd hb dtd bf bh. ALL e . 
— — . — 
A e 
eme ts 
, 


* D he fa Fl of f Ez 5 


4 | | Pꝛyntes. 
1 N Ry by John Bochas, 
8 krõ the begynnyng of the wozld 
NJ batyll his time, tranſlated 
PAL) into Englich by John 
* — Lidgate Monke 
ye Jug" of Burpe. eh D 


ZE F If Cxoheruntoisaddedthe 
eee fall otal ſuch as ſince that time 8 
were notable in Englande: 13 

„ dlligentiy collected out = "Wy 

R ok the Chꝛonicleg. = ;> 

(oN => 


3 * CLONXDINT * 


r In ædibus Johannis cvayl | 
— EH 6 Cum priuilegio per Sep#®. J 
* | | Q. - —-"«Kenniums S 

7 IU 1 
— | vs 3 
[Ul do EE r 3 ___ n * ” NR 
- — — 8 — 
- — 


k 4 
E77 8560000000 


od 1 

= nd S————169:= 1 

9% TS 

=; K a * "2 * — | 
N IT 1S DRK. NE 


* 


— 
= LA 0 > 2 
—— 
_— 0000 — ts ee 
= „ 
— — 
; 


Lye Pꝛynter to the Reader, 


Hile J attended the quenes highnes pleſtire 
in letting fourth an vnikoꝛme Pꝛimer to be vled ok her 
| Dubiecres, foz the Pzintynge wherof it pleaſed her 

g highnes (which J belech god long to pꝛeſerue) to geue 
Ame a Pꝛiuilege vnder her letters Patẽtes, J thought 
it good to employ and occupy my Pꝛint # leruauntes 
foꝛʒ that purpole pꝛouided, about ſum neteſlary t pꝛoli⸗ 
table wozke.Ind becauſe that ſundzy gentlemen very 

— wel lerned, commended much the wozkes of Lydgate, 
chefely the fall of Pꝛyntes which he dzew out of Bochas, whereof none were 
to be got, after that J knew the Counſayles plealure © aduice therein, de- 
termined to pꝛint it, & foꝛ that purpoſe cauſed the copy to be red ouer a amen⸗ 


ded in dyuers places wher it was befoze eyther thzough the wzyters oꝛ Pꝛyn 


ters fault coꝛrupted:foꝛ verye fewe names were true belydes muche matter 
dyſplaced as to the conferrers may appere.pet is it not ſo thꝛoughly well coꝛ⸗ 
rected as J would haue wyſhed it, by meanes ol lacke of certayne copies and 
authours which J could not get by any meane: And pet J doubt not ( Gentle 
reader) but thou ſhalt fynde it as clere as any other heretofoze ſet fourth. To 
which J haue added a continuacion of that Argument, concernynge the chefe 
Pꝛynces of thys Jland, penned vy the beſt clearkes in (ſuch kinde of matters 
that be thys day lyuing, not vnwoꝛthy to be matched with maiſter Lydgate. 
Whoſe doynges do pzayſe theymſelues, as to the indifferente reader hall ap- 
"ere. Wherekoꝛe J beſeche thec good reader to take in wozthe theſe my ende⸗ 
uoures, and to iudge and repoꝛte ok them as they do delerue. And as 1 
ſhall be encouraged herein, ſo wyll J pzocede to cauſe other 
notable woozkes to be penned and tranſlated, whiche 
I truſt Galbe to the weale of the whole countrep 
and to the ſinguler pꝛofit of euerye lubiecte: 
And ſo Impꝛynte the Quenes hygh⸗ 
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C Here foloweth the Table 
of thys pzeſente Booke, called the fall of 
Pꝛinces, and Pzinceſies.#c. Whiche boke 
is deuyded in to nyne bookes, and euerpe 

booke contayneth dyuers chapters, as 
hereafter foloweth : And kyꝛſt of the 
fyꝛſte boke, whiche contayneth 
rxtiit,Chapiters 


— 


- b 42 of John Lidgate 
1-<||Monke of Bury, tra ure 
» of this boke. #1 OW | 
The kyꝛit Chapter of the firſte 
weth howe Adam and Eue toz 
they2 inobedience,were put out of Para- 
dyſe:and howe they ſtandinge naked be- 
foze Bochas, deſyzed hym to put they2 
wofull fall fyzſte in remembzaunce : And 
howe they and theyz ofſpzynge liued in (0s 
rowe a wzetchedneſſe : with a Lenuoye, 
The fyꝛſte chapter. 

owe Nembzoth buylded the towꝛe ol 
Babylone, to ſaue him ſelfe from Moes 
ſtode, whiche fot his pꝛyde and pꝛelump⸗ 
tion, was put from his magnifycence,and 
his towze with ſodapne leupn (mytten 
downe. The ſecond chapter. 

An exclamaciõ of John Bochas againſt 
pꝛoude folke, hewynge howe God mape 
them and theyz pꝛyde abate, whan it all 
pleaſe him:and by dyuers meanes x wat- 
es them punyth and chaſtice: With alen- 
uoy, The third chapter, 

Howe manye yeres were betwene A- 
dam and Nembzoth, and betwene Nem- 
bꝛoth and Cadmus, andofdyuers other 
kinges. The fourthe chapter. 

Ok Ogiges king of Thebes deafe.bii. 

Ok a greate flode in Teſſalp.leafe. vii. 

Df goodly Jlys wyfe to Apys king of 
Argyue, and howe he was flayne by hys 
bꝛother Diffeus. The fyft chapter. 

Of Griliton that eate hys members foz 
hungre ; With a Lenuoy.the ſirt chapter. 

Howe Jupiter rauyhed Europa, the 
doughter of kynge Agenoꝛ, and how Cad 
mus was lent to ſeke her in to diners coũ⸗ 
trees: With a Lenuoy of the tranllatour. 
The ſeuenth chapter 

A goodlye pzoceſſe of Oetes bynge of 
Colchog,of Jaſon and,Medea,of Theſe⸗ 
us, Splla, ol Nilus;andof dyuers other: 


* 
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The Table. 


Vith a Lenuoy. The eyght Chapter, 

Ok mightye Jabyn kyng of Canaan, 
of Quene Jocaſta, and how Thebes was 
dyſtroyed:With a Lenuop. The. ix.chap. 

How Atreus kyng of Meſſene w2ought 
againſte his bzother Thieſtes, andhowe 
he llewehis childꝛen, dilmembꝛed them in 
pleces, and made the ſaid Thieſtes to eate 
of their fleſh and dzinke of theyz blode. 
The tenth chapter. - 

How Atreus accuſed him lelfe ofmur- 
der, and his bꝛother of auoutty, don wyth 
Europa the quene: Witha Lenuop: 
The.xi. chapter. 

Ot duke Theleus, and of Ariadne that 
ſaued his lyte in a taue, and ho we he lyke 
a foʒſwoꝛʒne man foꝛ ſoke her, and wedded 
fayze Phedꝛa, which afterwarde ſlew her 
lelfe:a Lenuoy, The. rii.chapter, 

How Bochas blameth theym that gy- 
ueth haſty credence to liers and flatterers: 
Dith a Lenuoy.The:riii.thapter. 

. Dfquene Althea, and howe Hercules 
by women was b2oughte to confuſion: 
With a Lenuop. The-riiti.chapter, 

A pꝛoceſſe of Narciſſus, Syblis, Myꝛra 
and dyuers other, their infoztunes to Bo- 
chas complaynyng, and howe Narciſſus, 
Byblis, and MPyzra dyed at myſchefe, 
with a Lenuoy, The fyftene chapter. 

Ok Pꝛiamus kynge of Troye:and how 
the monke of Burpe, tranſlatoureof thys 
boke, wꝛot a boke of the liege of Troy cal- 
led Troy boke.the ſixtene chapter, 

Here Bochas authoure of this boke , 
wꝛyteth agayne the Surquedous pzyde 
of them that truſt to much in they: riches, 
The leuentene chapter. 

Here alſo John Bochas putteth a great 
pꝛayſe and commendacyon of ſuretye that 
ſtandeth in pouerte: With a Lenuoy, The 
eyghtene chapter. 

Of mighty Samplon, whiche tolde all 
his counſayle to Dalyda, wherby he was 
diſceyued: With a Lenuoy. Thenyntene 
chapter. = AM 

A chapter of Bochas diſcryuynge the 
malyce that is in omen, The twentye 
chapter, | | | 
Tyhextuſe ot Bochas fozhys wzytyng 
againſte myſgouerned women, in maner 
of a Lenuoy. The .xxi, chapter 

Ol myghtye Pymus that ſlewe Pol- 

T. ii. lycene 


— 


e, 


lirene.whiche koꝛ his pzyde and auoutrye 
died in pouerte, and at the laſt was ſlayne 
by Hozeſtes. The.xxiit.chapter 
Ok Machayzeaud of his ſuſter Cana⸗ 
ce, The. xxiiii.chapter. 

The letter of complaynte wzyttenby 
Canate to her bzother Machapze , With 
a Lenuoy. The, xrv.chapter. 


¶ Thus endeth the Table with the Cha- 
piters ofthe fyzſte boke, and here 
foloweth the table of the ſe- 
conde boke which contai⸗ 
neth.rrri.chap- 
ters, 


== Pe Pꝛologue ofthe tranſlatour. 
Thefyzſte Chapter of the (e- 

I 5 cond boke declareth how Saule 
==) Kpnge of Jeruſalem bozne of 
lowe degree, as longe as heloued God, 
and dꝛadde him, and was obedient to his 
lawes, and ruled by good counſayle,had 
manye greate victozies : But at the laſie 
fot his pꝛide, pꝛelumpcion, and greate diſo⸗ 
beyſaunce, loſt his crown, and was llaine 
by Philiſtees: with a Lenuoy of the tranſ⸗ 
latourc, 

J commendacion of Bochas, bpon the 
bertue of Obedpence. Loke the leate.xli. 

Howe kynge Roboam, foz ayuynge 
faythe to yonge counſaple loſte the bcne- 
uolence ot his people, and at the laſt dyed 
a fole: With a lenuop. The ſecond chapter 

A chapiter dilcrpuinge, howe Pꝛinces 
beyng hedes of theyz tommontees, ſhould 
haue noble chiualry and true Judges to 
gouerne the commons. The third chap. 

Howe Mucius Sceuola llewe an in⸗ 
nocente in ſtede of kynge Poꝛcenna, that 
layde liege to Rome, The fourthe chapter. 

Howe Lucrece oppꝛelled by Tarquine 
ſlewe her lelfe. The fyfth chapter, 

Howe Rome was gouerned after the 
deth of Lucrece, and how Uirginia was 
by her father \layne:with a Lenuop. The 
ſixte chapter. | 

Howe Jeroboam kynge of Jſraell, 
fo ydolatry and diſobedience, came to a 
myſcheuous ende. The ſeuenth chapter, 
Howe zareas kynge of Ethyope was 
ſlayne in battaple. The eyght chapter, 


Howe Nadab kynge of Jeruſalem loſt 
both ſceptre and crowne. The ninth chap, 


The Table. 


How the vengeable pꝛince zambꝛias ſet 
a towze on fyze and bꝛente him lelfe. The 
tenth chapter, | 

Of kyng Achab and Jelabel his wyfe. 
The leuenth chapter, 

Howe the quene Athalia foz her tp⸗ 
rannp was ſlapne. The. xu. chapter 

owe Dydo Quene of Cartage ſlewe 
her ſelfe foz the tonſeruacion of her chaſti⸗ 
tie: With a Lenuoy. The. xiii.chapter 

J Lenuop dyꝛecte to wydowes, of the 
tranllatour.loke the leafe. l. | 

Howe the vycious Sardanapalus king 
of Aſſirie, bꝛent him lelle and his treſoure. 
{The fourtene chapter. 

A commendacion of John Bochas of 
bertuous buſyneſſe, reherſyng the names 
of dyuers founders of ſcyences in repzefe 
of ydelneſſe: With a Lenuoy, The fyftene 
Chapter. 

Howe Amaztas in Juda kyng,foz his 
pꝛyde and pꝛelumpcion was venquiſched 
in battayle, and after ſlapne. The ſixtene 
chapter. 

Howe Olias lucceadynge kynge nexte 
in Juda, was ſimytten with lepꝛe. The le⸗ 
uentene chapter, 

In exoꝛtacion foz Pzinces to take hede 
that they do nat againe the commaunde- 
mentes of God. The eyghtene chapter. 

Howe kyng Ozeas was taken by king 
Salmanaſer. and dyed in pꝛiſon. The. x ix 
chapter. 

Howe Senacherpb kpnge of Iſſyzie 
was ſlayne,The twenty chapter. 

Howe kyng Sedechpas foz falſe foꝛ⸗ 
[wearing was made blinde, and ſlayne in 
p2yſon: with a Lenuoy. The.xxi.chapter 

Howe kynge Aſtiages laboured to diſs 
heryte Cy2us, but God woulde nat ſuffre 
him in his malyce to pzeuayle:with a LE- 
uoy. The two and twenty chapter. 

Howe Candalus kinge of Lyde was 
made cockold. The thze and twenty chap, 

How all thyng that king Mpdas tou- 
ched was tourned to golde, and pet at the 
laſt he dyed in myſery and wzetchedneſſe, 
(The four and twenty chapter. 

Okt Balthazar kynge of Babylone, and 
howe Daniellexpowned Mane, Techell, 
Phares. The fius and twenty chapter, 
How Creſus and Balthaſar were ve⸗ 
quiched by Cyꝛus and how the ſon of Cre 
(us wag llayne at the huntyng of a _—_ 

0022 


booze. The,rxvi.chapter, 

{owe the cruell tyzaunt Cirus delp⸗ 
ted euer in laughter and cheding of blode, 
and ſo ended: With a Lenuoy. The.rrvit, 
chapiter. 

Howe Imilius foz couetile ſlewe hys 
b:other,and how Remus and Romulus 
were noꝛyched by a ſhe Wolfe, The eighte 
and twenty chapiter. 

owe Mecius kynge of Albanoys, fo: 
bycauſe he was falſe of his othe and pꝛo⸗ 
myſe, was dꝛawen all in pieces. The nine 
and twenty chapiter. | 

Howe all Pzynces choulde be true ot 
they2 othes and pꝛomyſe, in auoyding all 
doubleneſſe and Dilcepcion. The. xxx. cha, 

Of kinge Yoſtilius the fyꝛſt that ware 
purple coloure, was conſumed with fpzie 
leuyn : with a Lenuop. The.rrri.chapter, 


C Thus endeth the table with the Chap- 
ters of the ſecond boke.and here to- 
loweth the table of the third boke, 

which contayneth.xx vii. 

Chapters. 
dhe Pꝛologue ofthe tranſlatour. 
LCThe kyꝛſte chapiter of the thyꝛde 
botze ireteth:how Andalus doc⸗ 
tour of Adronomp chewetgthat 
pꝛinces thoulde nat atwite their conſtella⸗ 
tion noꝛ fo2tune,of their vahappy falling, 
but their owne demerites and vicious lp⸗ 
uyng. Lotze leafe.ixv. 

A diſpatacion bytwene Foztune and 
gladde ponerte. Loke leate.lxv. 

owe kyng Hoſtilius foꝛ woꝛſhypping 
of falſe goodes, was conſumed wyth kyzie 
leuyn. The fyꝛſt chapter. 

Howe Anchus kynge of Rome was 
murdꝛed by Lucin yo, by the aſſente ofhys 
wyfe. The.ii.chapter. 

Bowe Lucinio that murdzed Tuchus 
was after murd2ed him ſelke: with a Len- 
uoy. The thyꝛde chapiter, 

Howe after the offence doone to Lucre- 
te by Tarquin , there was neuer kynge 
crowned in Rome. The fourth chapter. 

The greuous complaynt of Lucrece 
foz her oppzeflyon. The iyfth chapter 

A complapnt of Bochas vpon Luxurie 

of Pꝛinces, as by enſample of manye dy- 

ners miſchaunces declareth:with a Len- 
uoy.Loke — 1 | | 

How Cambyles,aſſentyng to the mur⸗ 


The Table. 


dze of his brother Mergus, at 8 laſt letwe 
him ſelt:and how Ozopaſtes occupied the 
trowne of Perce by vniuſt tytell, and how 
he was ſflaine. The lixte chapiter. 

Howe Dary obtaynyng the kingdome 
of Perce by lleyghte, ended with Hame, 
The ſeuenth chapter. | 

How Coꝛolyan was by Nomapnes exi⸗ 
led, and of the warte he made agaynſte 
them, and howe whan he beſieged theym 
they lente oute his mother and his wyfe, 
wyth other to treate foz a peace, whiche 
they optayned:and howe he was after ex⸗ 
iled agayne and ſlaine. The. viii. chapter, 

Howe Meltiades Duke of Athenes, 
with a (mal nombze venquiched ſire hun- 
dꝛed thouſand Percicns, and after by hys 
commens (that aye of cuſtome deſireth 
chaunge of Pꝛinces) was chapned in pꝛy⸗ 
ſon,and ſo dyed: With a Lenuoy. The. ix. 
chapter. 

Howe Ferxſes kynge ok Perce, fo2 hys 
rauin and couetyſe was dyſmembzed in 
{mal pieces:with a Lenuoy. The.x. chap. 

How Artabanus murdzed kyng Xerr- 
ſes,and howehe was after murdzed him 
ſelfe. The leuenth chapter, 

Ok duke Palantes, and the Sparte- 
notes that warred on them of Meſſene fox 
ranyſhyng of theyz maydens. The twelfth 
chapter. | 

Howe Ceſon Quincius out of Rome 
was eryled.and howt Graccus Cloeliy- 
us ptinceof Equopes was take pꝛyloner. 
The.xiii.chapter. | 

Bochas reherſeth the tyꝛanny of Ippp⸗ 
us and falſnefle of Judges: With a Len⸗ 
uoy. The tourtene chapter, 

Bochas againe the vntruthe of Jud- 
ges.Loke the leafe.lxtxi. | 

An exclamacion of Bochas agaynſte 
the extoꝛeion of the officers of Rome. The 
tyftene Chapter. 

Howe Flcibyades was exiled,and af- 
ter bzent in his bedde. The ſirtene chapter 

An exclamacyon of John Bochas,vp- 
on the deathe of Ylcibiades : with a Lens 
uoy. The ſeuentene chapter. 5 

Bochas wꝛiteth agayne the deſyreg of 
woꝛldly people. The.rviti, chapter. 

Bochas ſpekynge againe ydeineſſe,re- 
herſeth howe ſome men haue pleaſure in 
one Science and ſome in another. The. xix 


apter. 
char 4. lii Bowe 


The Table. 


Howe Malleus Duke ok Cartage, 
fo: hys oppꝛeſſion and tyzanny was hew⸗ 
en to peces: with a Lenuoy, The.xx.cha⸗ 

iter, 
2 Howe the ſubſtaunce of the hooſte of 
Dymilcho duke of Cartage, as they went 
to conquers Cecile, dyed of the Peſtilence, 
and howe he was after ſlayne him lelte. 
The xxi.chapiter. 

Howe Heynon Duke of Cartage was 
diſmembꝛed: with a Lenuoy. The two # 
twenty chapiter, ( 

The authour agaynſt couitous people 
loke the leafe.Irrrvit, 

Howe Euagozas kyng of Cypꝛe was 
by Artaxerſes outrayed and put from his 
kyngdome. The.rriit.cha. 

Howe Theon kinge of Egypte was by 
Artaxerſes dꝛiuen frome hys kyngdome, 
and howe he fledde in to Arabye. The 
foure and twenty chapiter. 

Howe Imintas of Matcedone kynge, 
had by Erudice his wyke, Alylandꝛe. Per 
dica, and Philyppe,who were after laine 
The. xx b. Chapiter, 

Howe the pꝛoude tyꝛaunte haman was 
hauged, and the Innocentes pzelerued, 
(The.xrvi.chapiter 

¶ Dfthe two bꝛethern, Irtaxerſes and 
Cyꝛus, and howe Itrtaxerſes ſle we hys 
chyldꝛen and Concubynes, and howe they 
ended: with a Lenuoy. The. xx vii.chapit. 


Thus endeth the Table with the cha⸗ 
pitets of the thyꝛde boke, and here 
foloweth the table of the fourth 
boke whiche contayneth 
rx vi. chapiters, 


The Table of the fourth boke. 


He pꝛologue of the tranſlatour. 

The kyꝛſte chapiter of the fourth 

boke declareth : howe Marcus 

| Manlius wzoughte foz Nome 

towne, and howe at the laſte foz all hys 

laboure he was by the commons calt in to 
Tybze and ſo dꝛowoned. 

How Bochas waiteth in parte againſt 
ſuche as can nat becontente wyth ſuffy⸗ 
ſaunce but vſurpe to high dignyties, with 
a Lenuop. The ſeconde chapiter. 

Howe Nectanabus kynge ok Tgypte, 


was by Xerrſes conſtrapned to flpe hys 
kyngdome. The third chap. 

Bowe Pauſanias Duke of Lacedems, 
was eryled by them of Ithenes. The. uu. 
chapiter. 

Howe Helyarchus the tyꝛaunt. foꝛ ex⸗ 
toꝛcion and oppꝛeſſion, was llapne by the 
knyght Leonydes. The fyfth 
chapter. ; 

Howe the bycious Dyonts kynge of 
Cycyle ſlewe his bzetherne and kynrede, 
and howe he was exiled and died at myl⸗ 
chefe with a Lenuop. The 
lixt chapter, | 

The authour againe pzeſumptuoug 
people a pꝛinces holding the lelfe as gods 
(The ſeuenth chapiter. 

Howe kynge Pollicrate foz extozcion 
and tyzanny was hanged, tyll euery ioynt 
fyl from other. The eight chapter 

Howe the tyzaunte Flerandze ſlewe 
his Philoſopher Caliſtenes with dyuers 
other, foꝛ ſapinge trouth: with a Lenuop. 
The nynth chapter. 

owe Alexander kynge of Pyzothe, 
aduenturynge to paſſe the floude of Ache⸗ 
ronte, was ſlayne therin, by them that he 
truſted moſt. The tenth chap, 

owe Daty kynge of Perce and Me⸗ 
de, was outrayed by Alexander kyngeof 
Macedon : with a Lenuoy, The leuenth 
chapiter. 

A chapiter of Bochas, wherein he res 
membzeth the bataplles and loſſes of re- 
almes of antiquite , with the fallynge of 
dyuers nobles, The.xii.chap. 

Howe Cumenpydes was twile outrated 
by Antigonus,and at laſt dyed in pzyſon, 
With a Lenuoy. The.xriii.chapiter, 

Howe Queene Olimpiades, foz che de 
Iyted in bytes, in murdze, and in venge⸗ 
aunce,dyed at miſchefe: With a Lenuoy, 
The kour tene chapiter. 

Powe Agathocles of low byzthe bozne 
attaygned vnto ropall dygnyte,and howe 
he ended in pouerte and wzetchedneſſez 
With a Lenuoy. The fiftene chapiter. 

Howe Caſſander ſlewe the wyfe of Xs 
lexander and Hercules her fonne , and 
howe Antipater flew hys mother, and ot 
— other murders. The lixtene cha⸗ 
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mintas.'The.rvit.cha, 

How Sãdꝛzocottus bo2ne of low degre, 
cheriſhed robbours a theues. The xviii.ca. 

Howe Seleuchns the myghtye pꝛynce 
was ſlayne by the great Tholome kyng of 
Egypte. The xix.chap. 

Howe the two ſons of Queene Arcynoe 
wer by their mothers traitourouſly ſlaine, 
and che exyled, with a Lenuoy, The. xx. 
Chapter. 

Howe Ceramius of Macedopne kynge 
that murdzed hys coſyns , was ſlayne in 
battayle by them of Ftaunce. The xxi.cha. 

Dow the pzince Belgius was difcofited 
and bꝛought to nought. The. xxii.chap. 

How duke B2ennus delytyng to robbe 
and ſteale miſchiuoullpe ended: wyth a 
Lenuoy. The xxui.chap. 

Howe Pyzrus kyng of Pyzothe lyſt not 
Ipue in peace , but thzoughe pꝛyde and pꝛe⸗ 
ſumpcion in warre,came to miſchaunce. 
The xxitit. Chapter. 

How the tyꝛaũt Ariſtotimusg by treche- 
rous woꝛkynge, let aſybe the ryght lpne, 
and howe he was crowned kyng of Epiro- 
thes and after flapne. The.rrv.chap. 

Howe Nueene Arcinoe foz2 her adnon- 
trye done wyth Demetrius huſbande of 
Beronices, ended in ſozo we. The. xxvi.ca. 


¶ Thus endeth the table wyth the Chap⸗ 
ters of the fourth boke, and here ko⸗ 
loweth the table of the fifth boke, 
whichegontapneth.xxxiti, 
Chapters. \ * 


¶ Che table of the fyfth b. 


N the fyꝛſt Chapiter of the fifth 
voce Bochas wzyteth agaynſt 
Fthem that delyte in beautpe and 
l lemelpneſſe, callynge to purpoſe 
Man bozne in 

celled in beautye and faNzenefle:and foꝛ he 
woulde nat geue occaſion to other to ſinne, 
diſfigured his vila ge and bodye, with ma⸗ 
nye a greuous wounpe and ſpotte; with a 

enuo y. 27.1 
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Howe the two bzetherne: Seleuchng 


depen eche. of them deſirynge to 
excell other: ell at diſcozde,and ſo ended in 
miſchete. The leconde ca. 

Howe the noble Queene Laodomya 
was ſlayne in the Temple, and ot the ven⸗ 


The Table. 


geaũce that was take bpon hym that ſlew 
her. The thyꝛde chapter. 

Howe Cleomenes kynge of Macedone 
was llayne with his wife and chyldꝛen. 
The fourth chapter. 

Ok kynge Nero, Coznelp and Hanp⸗ 
bal. The fyfth Chapter. 

Ok the duke zantipas that was caſt in⸗ 
to the ſea. The lirt chapter. 

Howe Marcus Regulus of his frewyll 
dyed foꝛ the common weale : wyth a Len- 
noy, The leuenth chapter. 

Howe Tholome kyng of Egypte called 
Philopater (lewehys father aud mother, 
and his wife, and how he ſpent his tyme in 
lecherye,and of his miſcheuous ende. The 
cyght Chapter, | 

Howe Bzithomarus and Uiridoma⸗ 
rus dukes of Fraunte, after great battay⸗ 
les were by Romaynes ſlayne. The.ix.ca. 

Howe Syphax the kynge of Numedy 
was taken and how he died in pziſon. The 
tenth Chapter. 

Howe Nabyn haupng no tytell of right 
but by tyzanny , toke on hym to be kyng of 
Macedone,and howe he was llayne. The 
eleuenth chapter. 

Bochas reherſeth the moztall warres 
that hathe been betwene the Yoinaynes 
and Affricans.The.twelth cap. 

How king Perleus was by the Komat- 
nes outrayed and after take, The.xiii.cap. 

Howe the people of Achaia wyth theyz 
cheke citie called Cozinthe , by Romaynes 
was diſtroyed. The fourtene chapter. 

Howe the great Antiochus vſyng riote 
and vicious liuynge , by Marcus Actiiius 


was outraped and dygg.lodaynlye, with a 


Lenuoy-Thg fiftene chapter. 

Howe Jeronimus kynge of Cyzacuſe 
was ſlaine, and how Scipio Iffrican that 
laboured foz the on weale of Romat- 


(can, whrehe ex⸗ es was exiled by them, and ſo died. The 


lixtene chapter. 

Howe Scipio Aan tozde of Alye,that 
laboured ener foz the common weale was 
at laſt murdꝛed. The ſeuentene chap. 

Howe duke Philopomenes was take, 
put in pziſon and after dzanbe poyſon and 
lo died. The eyghtene chapter. 

Ok rhe thyꝛd Scipion Naſica that euer 
wꝛought muche foz the commonty, with a 
Lenuoy. The.xix.chapter | 

Howe duke Haniball after many bicto- 

T. illi. rious 


rious dedes Newe hym ſelfe with poyſon: 
with a Lenuop. The twenty chapter. 
Howe Pzulias kynge of Bithinye that 
betrayed anibal wouide haue ditherited 
| hrs ſonne and heyze, went a beggynge in 
5 Grange landes. The.xxi.chapter. 
i Howe Perles of Macedone kyng, that 
empoyſoned his bzother was by Emilyus 
5 outrayed and dyed in pꝛylon. The xxii.ca. 
| Howe Amonpus a pzynce of Antioche, 
delytynge in pyllage and robberye with 0- 
ther vicious lyupnge, ted in womans clo⸗ 
thyng,after taken # ſlayne. The xxiil, cap» 
Howe Andziſcus of low byzth bozne,ha- 
uyng no tytle became kinge of Matedone, 
was taken, e died in pꝛilon. The xxiiui.ca. 
ö Howe Yliſander Ballas kyng of Sur⸗ 
ty foꝛ extoꝛcion, pzide,# bnkyndnes,dyed. 
at miſchefe:with a Lenuoy, The xxb.chap. 
Bochas agaynſt the rebellions and ſedi⸗ 
tions in Rome betwene Tribunes auifkhe 
commons. The. xx vi. chapter. 
Howe the wyfe of Haldzubal bent her 
ſelke and her childꝛen. The. xxvii. chapter. 
Of Machabeus Jonathas taken by the 
kyng of Surry, The xxbiu.ca. 


laſt his head. The.xxix.cha. 

Howe zebenna kyng of Surrp by intru⸗ 
lion entrynge had a milcheuous endynge. 
The. xxx. Chapter. 13% 

How Sitynctus kyng of Tuergnoyes, 
bpthe Komapnes was taken and died in 
pꝛilon. The . xxxi.chapter. . 

Howe the tyzaunt Euergetes wedded 
quene Cleopatra, and howe he llewe her 
lonne, exiled hys wyfe, a wedded her dou- 

* ghter, The. xxxii.chapter. 

How Jugurtha by intruſion was king 
of Numidy,flew the ryghtfull heires, and 
howe he was after dzowned hym lelte: 
with a Lenuoy. The. xxxii.chap. 


Thus endeth the table with the chap- 
ters of the fifth boke, and here folo⸗ 
weth the table of the lyxt boke, 
which contapneth leuentene 
chapters. 


Ochas ſyttynge in his ſtudye all 
alone wzyteth a great pzocelle, 
- 0p Foztunelike a monſtruoug 
===> page hauyng an C-hides, ap- 
pearedvnto him and ſpake, and Bochas 
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The Table. 


hys father. The 


How Demettius the leconde loft at ther: hyn ſelfe.The | 


*-flayne wyth bodkyns by Bzutus Caſſius. 


vnto her: makynge betwene them manye 
great argumentes # reaſons of Foztuncs 
chaunces.Leat᷑.cxxxiiii. 

Inß firſt chapter of the (yxt boke, Foz⸗ | 
tune rehearſeth her condicions vnto Bo- 
chas, he wynge hym howe ſhe hath many 
one enhaunled foz a tyme, and anone after 
ſhe hath them (odaynly ouerthzowen. 

Howe Gayus Marius of lowe byzthe 
bozne,came to hie eſtate, which blent with 
couetyſe, after many great batayls dyed at 
milchete. The leconde chap, 

Dowe kynge Mithzidate abode ſenen 
pere in wylderneſſe, and had great tour⸗ 
mentes bothe on lea and land, by hys blode 
bꝛought to vttraunce, and howe he ſlewe 
hym lelfe with a lwoꝛde: with a Lenuoye, 

Howe Eucradites kyng of Sithie, was 
lane by Demetrius, and after hys car⸗ 
raynecaſt to houndes. The.iiii.chapter. 

Howe Herodes king of Parthoys wars 


red with the Romans, whiche after hys 


ſonne and heyze was ſlayne, made his ba⸗ 
ſbarde ſonne kynge, that anone after ſlewe 
y chapter. 

à conſull of Rome flew 
e chapter. 

Ok Ilbinius that was ſlayne with ſto⸗ 
nes. The (euenth chapter. 

Howe Adꝛian bozne of lowe degre fal⸗ 
ſlye vſurped to be kyng ol Rome, whych w 
his chuxleg wag after bzent, The eyghte 

Howe Sinthonius king ol Trace all 
roueited,all foꝛwent, and died in pouerte, 
The.ix. chapter. 

Bochas in bziefe lentente maketh a dil⸗ 
cription of the kyngdome of Trace, and 
— 1 = bnto - + mad 
ment ofhys boke. The tenth chapter. 

Howeaſter manye great conqueſtes of 
duke Pompep, there beganne great warre 
bet wene hym and Julius, and how there 
were the hundꝛed thoulande llapne, and 
at the laſte the head of Pompey (myt ok: 
with a Lenuoy,The,ri.chapter. 

Howe the noble Julius Ceſar bent 
the veſſel of Tholome, lloughe Achyllas, 
that woulde haue murdꝛed bym, and after 
bys great bictozyes , he hym (elfe was 


Howe Fim 


The twelfth chapter. 
Howe ß laſt Scipion coſulere of Rome, 
fozhe woulde not Iyue in ſeruage of — 
iu 
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lius, rouehyw ſelfe to the hearte: wyth a 
Lenuoye. The thirtene chapter. 

How Octautan (ucceded next, and how 
the murdzers of Julius dyed at milſchefe, 
The fourtene chapter, 

Howe Tullius was two tymes exiled, 
and at laſt laine by Pompiliug , The fyf- 
tene chapter, 

A chapter agayne tanglers and diffa- 
mers of rethozike. The lixtene chap. _ 

Howe Sextus warred agapne Tri- 
umuir, and of the death of great Inthony 
and Cleopatras, The ſeuententh chap, 


Thus endeth the table wyth the Chap- 
ters of the lyxte boke.and here folo- 
weth the table of the leuenth 
boke,which contapneth xi. 
chapters, 


| F Intony ſonne # heire to the great 
Intony, and of Ceſarius, Julia, A- 
A v grippa, Caſſius, and Galbus, The 
lyaſt chapter. 


Bow the tyzaunt Herodes ſlew his wyfe 
and childlen and afterwardghym ſeife di⸗ 
ed at michele: with a Lenugy,/Thyeil.chap. 


- 


Irchelaus ſonne of Herodes eas lere 
The thyzde Chapter. 3 I 3 

Ot the str ife betwene Callignla, Tibe- 
tius and Meſſalyne. The thirde chap, 

Ok the moſte vicious and crueli tyzant 
Neto that llew Peter and Paule, and lat 
of all hym ſelle: with a Lenuoy. The kytth 
Chapter. 

How Eleazarus a Jewe bozno, foz ex⸗ 
toꝛcion and robbery was bꝛought into pꝛi⸗ 
(on and there ended, The (yxt chapt .- 

Howe the heade of Galba was ſinitten 
ol, fylled full of golde, andoffred at the le⸗ 
pulture of Nero, The ſeuenth chapter. 

How Occho and Uitelltus fozglotonp, 
lechery, ribaudy, and tyzannye, ended mil⸗ 
chenouſly. The eyght chapter, 

Bochas complayneth agayne the foule 
byce of glotony. The nynth chap, 

A chapter diſcriuyng the golden wozlde, 
that is to (aye, whan aue ad the 


gouernaunce;with a Lenuoy chap. 
How the kinred of Jacob diſtroied, 


Chꝛiſt boꝛne & crucified, Jeruſalẽ diſtrop⸗ 
ed: and xi. hundzed. M. arne dy ſwozde, 
hungre, tyze, peſtilence, The xi. chapter. 


The Table. 


Chus endeth the table with the chap⸗ 
ters of p leuenth boke, and here fo- 
loweth the table of the eyghte 
boke,whiche contaxneth 
xxbii.chapters. 


The table of the eyght boke, 


T*: Pꝛologne of the tranſlatour, 

The firſt chapter of the eyght boke 
a. » expoundeth howe the pzoude tyzaunt 
Domictanemperour of Rome, and manye 
other emperours #nobles foz their great 
— and wzetchedneſle ended milche⸗ 

oullye, 

Howe Gallyen ſonne of Ualerian was 
llayne. The lecande chapter, 

How Quintilius was murdꝛed by wo⸗ 
men. The thyꝛde chapter. 

Ok Aurelian in Denmarke bozne . The 
kourth chapter. 

Howe Pꝛobus diſcomfited the Romap⸗ 
nes, and after was ſlayne. The fyfth chap. 

Howe Clarus and hys two ſonnes were 
miſcheued. The ſyxt chapter. 

How the noble Queene zenobia fought 
with Aurelian, and howelhe was take, 
The leuenth chapter. 

Howe Galerius oppꝛeſſed martyzs and 
chꝛiſtes fayth , and ot his milcheuous end. 
The eyght chapter. 

How Marence the emperour enempe to 
Chziſtes fayth,ended milcheuouſlye. The 
nynth chapter, h 

Dow Lucinius enemy to Chziſtes faith 
was ſiapne. The tenth chapter. 

Ok Conſtantine and Criſpus, and how 
Dalmatius was ſlayne. The eleuenth ca. 

Ok the bꝛethzen Conftaunce and Con⸗ 
ſtancius and how Magnencius # Decius 
murdꝛed them lelues. The twelfth chapter 

Howe Conſtantine baptiſed by Silue- 
ſter, was cured of his lepzy. The xui.chap. 

Howe Julian Ipoſtata enemy to Chzi⸗ 
ſtes fayth, by falſe illulion was choſen em⸗ 
peroure and after (layne . The kourtenth 
Chapter. 

Howe the emperour Ualence (lewe ho⸗ 
lye hermues, ched chꝛiſten bloude, diſt roy⸗ 
ed churthes, and after was bzent hun ſelfe, 
The fiftene chapter. 


Ok kyng Amalitius and howe Gracian 
and Theodo(y diſtroyed temples of falſe 
goddes, and howe Gracian was puree = 


* 


rious dedes ewe hym ſelfe with poyſon: 
with a Lenuop. The twenty chapter. 

Howe Pꝛulias kynge of Bithinye that 
betraped Hanibal wouide haue dicherited 
hys ſonne and heyze, went a beggynge in 
Grange landes. The.xxi.chaptet. 

Howe Perles of Matcedone kyng; that 
empoyſoned his bzother was by Emilyus 
outrayedand dyed in pꝛylon. The xxit. ca, 

Howe Amonpus a pzpnce of Antioche, 
delytynge in pyllage and robberye with o⸗ 
ther vicious lyupnge, fed in womans clo⸗ 
thyng,after taken c ſlayne. The xxill, cap. 

Howe Andulcus of low byzth bozne, ha⸗ 
uyng no tytle became kinge of Macedone, 
was taken, c Died in pꝛilon. The xxiiii.ca. 

Howe Jliſander Ballas kyng of Sur- 


ry foꝛ extoꝛcion, pzide,# bnkyndnes,dyed 


at miſchefe:with a Lenuoy, The xxb.chap. 
Bochas agaynſt the rebellions andſedi- 
tions in Rome betwene Tribunes aufkhe 
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commons. The.rcvi.chapter, -* = 
Howe the wyfe of Ya(dzubalbzent her 

ſeife and her childzen.The.rxvit.chapter. 
Of Machabeus Jonathas taken by the 

kyng of Surry, The xxbiii.ca. = 


How Demettius the leconde loſt atthe=hyym ſelfe.The 


laſt his head. The.rrix.cha- 

Howe zebenna kyng of Surrp by intru⸗ 
lion entrynge had a milcheuous endynge. 
The. xx. Chapter. 14% 

How Sitynctus kyng of Fyfrgnoyes, 
bytyze Romaynes was taken and died in 
pꝛilon. The. xxxi.chapter. ä 

Howe the tyzaunt Euergetes wedded 
quene Cleopatra, and howe he llewe her 
lonne, exiled hys wyfe, a wedded her dou⸗ 
* ghter, The. xxxii.chapter. 

How Jugurtha by intruſion was king 
of Numidy,flew the ryghtfull heires, and 
howe he was after dzowned hym lelte: 
with a Lenuoy.The.xxxiii.chap. 


Thus endeth the table with the chap- 
ters of the fifth boke,and here folo⸗ 
weth the table of the lyxt boke, 
which contapneth leuentene 
chapte rg, 


op Foztunelike a monſtruoug 
==, pmage hauyng an C-hides, ap- 
peared vnto him and (pake, and Bochas 


The Table. 


Ochas ſyttynge in his ſtudye all 
alone wzyteth a great pzocelle, © 


vnto her: makynge betwene them manye 
great argumentes # reaſons of Foztuncs 
chaunces.Leat᷑.cxxxiiii. 

Inß firſt chapter of the lyxt boke, Foz⸗ 
tune rehearſeth her condicions vnto Bo- 
chas, che wynge hym howe ſhe hath many 
one enhaunled foz a tyme, and anone after 
he hath them (odaynly ouerth2owen, 

Howe Gayus Martius of lowe byzthe 
bozne,came to hie eſtate, which blent with 
couetyſe, after many great batayls dyed at 
miſchefe. The leconde chap, 

Howe kynge Mithzidate abode ſenen 
pere in wylderneſſe , and had great tour⸗ 
mentes bothe on (ea and land, by hys blode 
bꝛought to vttraunce , and howe he llewe 
hym lelfe with a ſwozde : with a Lenuope. 

Howe Eucradites kyng of Sithie, was 
ſlayne by Demetrius, and after hys car⸗ 
rapne taſt to houndes. The. iiii.chapter. 

+ Dowe Herodes king of Parthoys wars 


ted with the Romapns, whiche afterhys 


ſonneand heyze was ſlayne, made his ba- 
warde ſonne kynge, that anone after ſlewe 


hys father. The ft&y chapter. 
Howe Fimbzla a conſull of Rome ſlew 
thapter, 


Ok Albiniuskhat was llapne with ſto⸗ 
neg. The leuenttz chapter. 

Howe àdꝛian bozne of lowe degre fal⸗ 
ſlye vſurped to bekyngof Rome, whych w 
his chuxles wag afrer bzent, The eyghte 
chapter, | BA 

Howe Sinthonius king of Trace þ all 
roueited,all fozwent, and died in pouerte, 
The.ix.chapter, .. ,- 

Bochas in bziefe (enteneemaketh a diC- 
cription of the kyngdome of Trace, and 
paſſeth ouer lyghtlye bnto the accomplich⸗ 
ment ofhys boke. The tenth chapter. 

Howeaſffer manpe great conqueſtes of 
duke Pompep, there beganne great warre 
bet wene hym and Julius, and how there 
were the hundzedthouſande ſlapne, and 
at the laſte the head of Pompey (myt of: 
with a Lenuop. The.ri.chapter, 

Howe the noble Julius Ceſar bzent 
the veſſel of Tholome, lloughe Achyllas, 
that woulde haue murdꝛed bym, and after 
hys great bictozyes , he hym ſelfe was 
ſlayne wyth bodkyns by B2utus Caſſius. 
The twelfth chapter. 


Howe ß laſt Scipion coſulere of Rome, 


fozhe woulde not lyue in ſeruage of dae 
iu 
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lius, roue hyu ſelfe to the hearte: wyth a 
Lenuope. The thirtene chapter. 

How Octautan ſucceded next, and how 
the murdzers of Julius dyed at milſchefe, 
Che fourtene chapter. 

Howe Tullius was two tymes exiled, 
and at laſt ſlaine by Pompilius. The kyk⸗ 
tene chapter. i 

A chapter agayne tanglers and diffa- 
mers of rethozike. The lixtene chap. 

Howe Sextus warred agapne Tri⸗ 
umuir, and of the death of great Inthonp 
and Cleopatras, The ſeuententh chap, 


Thus endeth the table wyth the Chap- 
ters of the lyxte boke.aad here folo⸗ 
weth the table of the leuenth 
boke,which contayneth xi. 
chapters, 


| F Antony ſonne a heire to the great 
Intony, and of Ceſarius, Julia, A- 
-A grippa, Caſſius, and Galbus, The 


lyaſt chapter. ? 
Bow the it Herodes ſlew his wyke 
and childzenaud afterwardghym leite di- 
With pen. chap. 


The thyzde Chapter. 

Ot the ſtrife betwene-Callignla, Tibe- 
tius and Meſſalyne. The thirde chap, 

Ok the moſte vicious and crueli tyzant 
Neto that llew Peter and Paule, and lait 
of all hym ſelfe: with a Lenuoy. The fytth 
Chapter. 

How Eleazarus a Jewe bozno, foz ex⸗ 
to2cton and robbery was bꝛought into pꝛi⸗ 
(on and there ended, The lyxt chapt - 

Howe the heade of Galba was ſinitten 
ol, fylled full of golde, andoffred at the le⸗ 
pulture of Mero. The ſeuenth chapter. 

How Occho and Uitelltus fozglotonp, 
lechery, ribaudy, and tyzannye, ended mil⸗ 
chenouſly. The eyght chapter, 

Bochas complayneth agarne the foule 
byce of glotony. The nynth chap, 

A chapter diſcriupng the golden wozlde, 
that is to aye, whan temperaunce had the 
gouernaunce;with a Lenuoy chap. 

How the kinred of Jacob was diſtroied, 
Chꝛiſt boꝛne & cracified, Jeruſalẽ diſtrop⸗ 
ed: and xi. hundꝛed. M. flayne dy ſwozde, 
hungre, fyꝛe, a peſtilence. The xi. chapter. 


The Table. 


Chus endeth the table with the chap⸗ 
ters of þ leuenth boke, and here fo- 
loweth the table of the eyghte 
boke, whiche tontapneth 
xxbii.chapters. 


The table of the eyght boke, 


T*: Pꝛologne of the tranſlatour, 
The firlt chapter of the eyght boke 
a. » expoundeth howe the pzoude tyzaunt 
Domician emperour of Rome, and manpe 
other emperours a nobles foz their great 
outrage and wzetchedneſle ended milche- 
uouliye, 
Howe Gallyen ſonne of Ualerian was 

llayne. The ſecande chapter. 

How Nuintilins was murdꝛed by wo⸗ 
men. The thyzde chapter. 

Ok Aurelian in Denmarke bozne . The 
fourth chapter. 

Howe Pꝛobus diſcomfited the Komay- 
nes, and after was ſlayne. The fyfth chap. 

Howe Clarus and hys two lonnes were 
miſcheued. The ſyxt chapter. 

How the noble Queene zenobia fought 
with Aurelian, and howelhe was take, 
The leuenth chapter. 

Howe Galerius oppꝛeſſed martyꝛs and 
chꝛiſtes fapth, and ot his milcheuous end. 
The eyght chapter. 

How Maxente the emperour enempe to 
Chziſtes fapth, ended milcheuouſlye. The 
nynth chapter. | 

Dow Lucinius enemy to Chailtes faith 
was ſlayne. The tenth chapter. 

Ok Conſtantine and Criſpus, and how 
Dalmatius was ſlayne. The eleuenth ca. 

Ok the bꝛethꝛen Conftaunce and Con⸗ 
ſtancius and how Magnencius ⁊ Decius 
murdꝛed them lelues. The twelfth chapter 

Howe Conſtantine baptiſed by Silue⸗ 
ſter, was cured ok his lepzy. The xii.chap. 

Howe Julian Ipoſtata enemy to Chzi⸗ 
ſtes fayth, by falſe illulion was choſen em⸗ 
peroure and after (layne . The kourtenth 
Chapter, 

Howe the emperour Ualence ſlewe ho⸗ 
lyehermites., ched chziſten bloude, diſt roy⸗ 
ed churthes, and after was bzent hun ſelle, 
The liftene chapter. 8 : 7 

Ok kyng Amalicius and howe Gracian 
and Theodoſy diſtroyed temples of falſe 
goddes, and howe Gracian was * — 
F | 


The Labe, 


flyght. The ſyxtene chapter. 

oe pꝛoceſſe howe Theodoly with 
pꝛayer and (mall numbze gate the victozye 
of a great numbze, The ſeuentene chapter, 

How knightes and gentle men chaſe A- 
lerike kyng, and howe the commons chale 
Kadagaſſus which had a milcheuous end. 
The eyghtene chapter. i 

Howe Kuffyn chamberlapne with The- 
odoſy vſurped to be Emperour , # foz hys 
pꝛeſumplion condempned by Yonozius, 
and hys head (myt of. The xix.chapter. 

Howe Stillicon and other of lyke con- 
dicion ended milcheuouſly. The xx.chap. 

A goodly pꝛoceſſe of þ aucthoz why Rome 
was deſtroyed, a foz the ſame oz like cauſe 
were diuers other realmes diſtroyed, The 


xxi. Chapter. | 
Home the kynges Trabſtila and Bu⸗ 
ſurus wer bꝛought vnto lubiection # made 


tributaries to Theodozike, The xxii.cha. 

Howe Philitheus loſte his kingdome. 
The xxiii. Chapter. 

Howe Symacke and Boes hys ſonne 
in law were banithed , and after iudged to 
die. The. xxiiii. chapter. 

Of kynge Arthur and hys conqueſtes, 
and of the commodities of Englande, and 
how he was diſceyued by his colyn Moz- 
dꝛede: with a Lenuoy. The rrv.chapter. 

An exclamacion of Bochas agayne fol⸗ 
kes þ be vnkinde to theyꝛ kynred. Fo. xvii. 

Of Giſiuill kyng of Uenandze a of thze 
other kinges : and how they were diſtrdy! 
Vowe Albuinus was murdzed by hys 
wife Koſamonde,and howe che foz her ab- 
hominabie dealynge and vicious lyfe mag 


„ 0ayne allo. The xxvii.chapter. 


. | I 
Thu endeth the table with the chap- 
ters of the eight boke,and here folo⸗ 


weth the table ol the nynth boke, _ 


"whychContayneth.rxrviit, 
K yg 


¶ The table of thenynth boke. 


He firſt chapter of the ninth boke he- 

weth', howe the Emperour Mauri⸗ 

c tius his wyke and his chyldzen were 
flayne at Calcidony: 

Ok MWachomet the falſe pꝛophet, and 

howe he beynge D2onke , was devoured as 


hungry was putto flyght. 


monge (wyne, The leconde chapter. 

Howe B2ounchylde a queneof Fraunte 
llewe her kynne , and bzought the lande in 
deuiſion, a after was hanged a hewen in 
[mal peces : with a Lenuoy, The iii.chap. 

Bochas maruepleth ok the great malice 
and cruelte of Bzunchylde. Fol. xx biii. 

Powe Eraclius the Emperour luſtap⸗ 
ned hereſy, fyll into dꝛoplye and ſickenefle 
vncurable, and ſo died Thefourth chapter. 

Howe Conſtantine the ſonne of Eracli⸗ 
us foꝛ ſuppoꝛtyng of errours and hereſies 
was murdzed ina ſtewe by hys owne kni- 
ghtes. The fyfth chapter. 

Howe Gilulphus was ſlapne, and howe 
hys wife foꝛ her vicious liuyng ended mil⸗ 
cheuouſly, The ſyxt chapter. 

Ok Juſtinian p falſe extozcioner, which 
was exiled by Patrician, and after that 
his nole cut fro his head, and both his eyen 
put out. The ſeuenth chapter. 

Howe Philip the emperour dyed at mil⸗ 
chete.The eyght chapter. 

Howe Inaſtaſe was compelled to leaue 
the empire and lyue in pouerte. The ix.cap. 

How the head of Lupus Kyng of Lom- 
bardy was (nyt of by Grymbaldus , The 
tenth chapter, 

Howe the head of Alerins was (myt of 
by Comperton. The eleuenth chapter. 

Hom Aripertqn was dꝛowned with hig 
rycheſſe. The twelfth chapter. 


Howe Dedyꝛe by pope Indꝛian a Char⸗ 


les of Fraunce was put to flight and dyed 
at milchefke. The. The. xiii.chapter. 
Of Pope John a woman, and howe che 
was put downe. The fourtenth Chapter, 
Bochas counſayleth pzynces to remem- 
bze on Irnolde,Fol:xrvi. 


„ Ok Charles of{þSzapne that was con⸗ 


founded foz hungre. The fyftene Chapter. 
Howe kynge Salamon ve The kynge 
e.rvi.ca, 
How Petro kyng of Hungry wag ſlaine. 
The. xvii.chapter. N 
Howe Diogenes the emperour was ta⸗ 
ken, and hys eyen put out. The. x viii. chap. 
How Robert duke of Nozmandy fought 
with the turkes, and ch haue has the 
crowne of Jeruſalem, ald how he dyed at 
milchete, The:tir.Chapter, 


How Joceline pzince of Rages foꝛ pꝛide, 
ſlouth, and lecherye, died in pouerte. The 
twenty chapter. | 


Bowe 


Howe the emperour And2onicus lewe 
all that were of the noble bloude, cheriched 
vicious people,and how he was after han- 
ged:wyth a Lenuoy. The.rxi, chapter, 

Df Jſacius made blynde, and take at 
milchefe. The. xxii.chapter. 

Ok Henry the eldeſt lonne of Frederike 
the (econde,miſcheued by hys father . The 
xxiii. Chapter. 

A commendacion of Bochas to ſuche as 
be kinde to their kinſfolke. Fol. xxx. 

Howe Mankrope kynge of Poile was 
layne. The. xxiiii. chapter. 

Howe Ences kynge of Sardiny dyed in 
p2iſone.rrv. Chapter. 

Ok another Frederike that was llayne 
by the iudgement of hys bzother. The. xx vi 
Chapter. 

Howe Manimettus and Jrgones dyed 
at miſchefe. The. rxvii.chapter. 

How Charles kyng of Jeruſalem and 
Cicyle foz his auarice and aduoutrye dyed 
at miſchefe:with a Lenuoy, The. xx biii.ca. 

Of Hugoline Erle of Piſe llayne in pz1- 
ſon.xxix.chapter. 

Yowe Pope Boniface the eyghte was 
take by the lynage of Columpnes, # howe 
he cate his handes and died in pzyſon. The 
thirtychapter. 

owe the oꝛder of templers was foun⸗ 
ded, and Jaques wyth other of the ozder 
bent. The.rrri.chapter, 

Bochas commendeth Theodozus with 
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other two Philoſophers foz their great pa⸗ 
cience. The. xxxii. Chapter. 

Bochas here commendeth humilite. 
Fol. xxxiii. 

How Philippe le Bele of Fraunce was 
ſlayne with a wilde Boe, and of hys thꝛe 
lonnes and theyꝛ weddyng. The. xxxii.ca. 

Howe duke Gaulter of Flozence foz his 
tyzannye,lechcrye , and couetyſe , ended in 
miſchete. The. xxxuii.chapter. 

Ok Philipot Cathenoiſe bozne of lowe 
byzth,whiche came to high eſtate, and af- 
ter howe lhe, her lonne and her doughter 
were bꝛent. The. xxx b.chap. 

Howe kyng Saules was ſlayne by hys 
colyn, whiche was bꝛother to the kynge of 
Arragon.xxxvi.chapter. 

Howe Lewes kynge of Jeruſalem and 
Cicile was put downe. The.rrrvii.chap, 

How kyng John of Fraunce was take 
pꝛiloner at Poyters by pzynce Edwarde, 
and bꝛought into Englande: with a Len- 
noy./The.xrriit.chapter, 

Bochas reherſeth howe Foztune hathe 
made manye hygh eſtates vnwarelye dil⸗ 
cende.Fol.rtrviit. 

The wozdes of the tran\latour wher - 
with he endeth thys boke, 


C Thus endeth the table with the chap- 
ters of the nynth and laſt boke, 
and hereafter foloweth the 
pꝛologue ofthe trãſlatour. 
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The pꝛologue. 


Ohe Poologue of 


John Tpdgate monke of Burpe, 
EE of this 
02ke, 


3 E that ſumtime did his diligẽce, (ſlate 
The boke of Bochas, in Frech to traà⸗ 
Out of latin, he called was Lautrtce: 
The tyme remembꝛed truely and the date 
g whe kyng John thzough his moztal fate 
as pꝛiloner bꝛought vntothis region, 
Than he began firſt on this tranſlation, 


In his Pꝛologue affirmyng of reaſon, 
That artificers hauyng exerciſe, 

May chaunge and turne by good diſcreſion 
Shapes and fozmes, a newly them deuiſe: 
Make and vnmake in many a ſundzy wile, 
I's Potters whiche tothat craft entende 
Bꝛeake and renue their veſſels to amende, 


U hus men of craft map of due right 
That ben inuentife and haue experience, 
Fantaſien in their inwarde ſyght 

Deuices newe through their excellence. 
Expert maſters haue therto licente 
Fro good to better, ſoꝛ tochaunge a thinge: 
And lemblablp theſe clarkes in wzityng. 


Thing that was made of auctozs the befozn 
They map of newe finde and fantaſy: 

Out ofolde chaffe trye out fall fapꝛe coꝛne, 
Wake it moze freche andluſty to the eye. 

T heir ſubtile witte their labour apply, 
With their colours agreable of hue, 

To make olde thinges foz to ſeme newe. 


A toꝛe pꝛouided that no pꝛelumption 
In their chaunging haue none aucthozitie, 
And that mekenes haue domination 
Ouer falſe Enup, that ſhe not p2eſent be: 
But that their grounde w perkite charitie 
Conueped be to their aduauntage, 

Cruely roted amidde their courage. 


Thus Laurence fromhimenuy excluded, 
Thoughe tofoꝛne him tranſlated was this 
Within hun ſelf,he fully hath cõcludede oke 
Upon that labour when he caſt higloke, 
He woulde amend it: but firſt he fozfoke 
tefumption,and toke him to mekenes, 
n his pꝛologue as he dothe erpzelle, 


In whiche pꝛoteſſe lyke as J am learned, 
He in his tyme, ot cunnyng did excel: 

In their language he was requyꝛed 

Ok eſtates whiche gan him compell, 
(Among them holde ofrethozike the well) 
To vnderfong this labour: they himpzeyp = 
Ind their requeſt lowly he did obey, 


Full well he felt the labour was notable, 
The fall ofnobles with enery circumſtance 
From their lozdſhips dzeadfil and vnſtable 
Howe they fyll, to put in remembꝛaunce: 
Therin to ſhewe Foztunes variaunce, 
That other might as in a myꝛrour ſe, 

In woꝛldly wozſhip map no ſurety be. 


By cxample, as there is no Roſe 
Spꝛigyng in garde but there be ſum thozne 
Nether fayzer bloſſom thẽ nature liſt diſpoſe 
The mai their beuty as mE hath ſene tofozn 
With bitter winds be fro the bzaciches boꝛn 
He none ſo high in his eſtate contune 

Fle fro the wayting a daunger of Foztune, 


YOherfoze Bochas foz a memoziall, 
Conſideryng the great dignities 

Df woꝛldly painces and their power royall, 
Great emperours, eſtates, and degrees, 
How Foztune hath caſt them fro their ſees, 
Namely ſuch as coulde them ſelf not know, 
Full ſodainly to make them Iye full lowe, 


This the ſayd auethour wiſe # ryght ſadde, 

Ju gadered out wyth Kethoꝛpkes ſwete, 
n diuers bokes, whiche that he hath radde 

Ok philolophers and an olde Poete. 

And buſied him bothe in colde and heate 

Out to compile and wate as he fonde 

The fall ot nobles in many diuers londe. 


Upon whole boke in his tranſlation, 

The ſaied Laurence rehearceth in certaine: 
And holdeth this in his opinion, 

Suche language as open is and playne 
Is moze accepted eas it is often ſene) 

The ſtraunge termes which be not vnder⸗ 
Namely to folkes, »dwel vpõ the lad, (tad 


De ſapeth alſo that his entencion 
Is to amende,cozrect,and declare, 
Not tocondemne ot no pꝛelumption, 
But to repoꝛt playnely,and not to ſpare 
Thinges touched Goztly,of the ſtozy bare, 
Under a ſtyle bzieke and compendious, 

I, Them 
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The Pꝛologue 


Them to pꝛolonge when they ben bertnous, 


Fo: a ſtoꝛy whiche is not playnely tolde, 
But conſtrued vnder woꝛdes fewe, 
Fo lacke of truth where they be new oꝛ old 


Meu by repoꝛt can not the matter ew, 


Theſe okes great be not downe yhewe 
Fyꝛſte at a ſtroke, but by long p2oceſle: 
He long ſtozycs a wo2de may not expzelſe, 


Foz whiche playnly thys noble tranſlatour 
Caſt of purpoſe theſe ſtozyes foz to w2yte, 
Ind fo2 to do his diligent laboure 

I's they fyll in oꝛder to endite, 

That men after myght them ſelke delyte 
The aduentures fo as they fyll in dede, 

Ol landzy pꝛynces to beholde and reade. 


Ind haue a maner contemplacion | 
That things al where foztune may attaine, 
Be tranſitozye of condicion: 

Fo: the of kynde is haſty and ſodayne, 
Contrarious her courſe foz to reſtrayne, 
Of willulneſſe the is variable, (able. 
he men moſt truſt, thẽ is (he moſt chaũge⸗ 


Ind foꝛ her chaunge, and foꝛ her doublenes 
This Bochas biddeth ep men Gould enclyne 
To let their hartes vopde of vnſtablenes, 
Upon thynges whyche that ben diupne, 
Where as iope perpetually dothe ſhyne 
Wythout ecliplyng, in that heauenly ſee 
Uoyde of all cloudes of mutabilitye, 


Among thele Bothas wziteth of ſwetenes, 
Ind of matters that luſty ben and glade, 
Ind lometyme he wꝛpteth of w2etchednes, 
And how foꝛtune can floure and after fade: 
Joye vnder cloude, pꝛoſperitie in the ade, 
Enterchangyng of euery maner thyng 
Which p men fele here, in this woꝛld liuyng. 


Ind in hys pꝛoceſſe who ſo lyſt beholde, 

Of all eſtates ofhygh and lowe degre, 

Ind of pꝛynces bothe yong and olde 

Fro the beginning which in this wozldhaue 
Lykyng in ioye oz in aduerſitye, (be 
Fro the fyz{ deſcended he adowne 

Of thepꝛ foztune by playne deſcription, 


Of the moſt noble he ne ſpareth none, 

But ſetteth them in oꝛder tereduſſy: 
Begynneth at Idã, ⁊ endeth at kyng John, 
Theyz auentures rehearſyng by and by. 


Of this kyng John concludyng finally, 
How ß he was foz all his great puiffaunce, 
Ofpzice Edward take pꝛylouer in Fraũce 


Thys ſayd Bochas aucthour of thys boke, 
Whiche of ſtozies had great intelligence, 
Some he left and (ome allo he toke: 
Suche as he left was of no negligence, 
Suppoſyng anddemyng ofcredence, 

Ill the ſtoꝛyes whyche that commune be 
Other knowe them alſo as well as he. 


Ind leſt that folke would haue had diſdamn 
(Thynges comune foꝛ to put in memoꝛp, 
Ther koꝛe Bochas thought it wer but vain: 
Ind to his name moꝛe encreaſe of gloꝛy 

To remember no crontcle ne hiſtoꝛpe, 

But tho that were foz their merite notable, 
Aucthoziſed famous and commendable, 


In hts{labourhauyng a delite 

That the matter greatly myght auaple, 
Do pleaſaunce to the commen p2ofite 

Ok noble ſtoꝛpes to make a rehearſail, 
Shewig ampꝛroꝛ how al p woꝛbd Gal fail 
Ind how Foztune foꝛ all their hyerenowne 
Yath vpon Pzynces iurildiction. 


The whiche thyng in ful tober wyle 

He conlidered in his in warde intent: 

In his reaſon began to aduertyſe, 

Seyng of Pzynces the blynde entent, 
With wozldly wozthyp how ß they beblent 
As they thoulde euer their eftates kepe, 
And as Foztune were ylayed to flepe. 


Ind as they had of Foꝛtune the maiſtrp, 
Het enchaunted wyth their pocions 

By ſome newe craft ofſozcery, 

Oz by power of incantacions: 

To make ſtable their dominations 

Myth yzon chaynes, foꝛ to laſt longe, 
Locked to rockes wyth adamantes ſtrong. 


Zuppoſyng in their ſurquedy, 

Their eſtates ould be durable. 

But Foꝛtune tan frowardly deny, 

And plainiy pꝛeue that thep be changeable, 
Ind fro pꝛyntes when they be moſt table 
Foꝛtune full faſt foz all their great eſtate, 


Unwarely chaũgeth a ſaith to thẽ chekmate 


Foz loꝛdes ſome in their magnificence, 
Ok ropal power, ſet of God ryght _ 
| They 
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They not contepue his long pacience, 
Neither peyle his power in their thought: 
But in their hartes if it were well ſought 
How he is meke,and pacient to abide, 
They would of reaſon their pompe lay aſide 


But foꝛ their tar ipng and their negligence, 
That they to him will not returne agayne, 
Pet of his mercy and his beneuolence 
Without vengeaunce, rigour, oꝛ diſdayne 
As a mcke kather, in all his wozkes playne 
Aſſapeth his yarde of caſtigat ion, 

So foꝛ to bꝛyng them to coꝛrection. 


Some he can full fatherly chaſtice 

Where he loueth, by punichynge of lickenes: 
And ofhis mercy in many another wiſe, 
By aduerlitte of woꝛldely diſtres. 

And he not aſketh toz his kindenes 

Of high ne lowe, who lo can aduert, 

None other treaſure but a mans hart, 


And as mine aucthour liſt to compzehende, 
This John Bochas by great aucthozitie, 
Ftis almeſſe to cozrect and amende 

The vycious folke of enery comminaltie: 
And by examples whiche that notable be 
Of Pꝛynces olde that (umtime did fall, 
The lower people from their erroure call, 


By ſmall whelpes as ſume clarkes wꝛite, 
Chaſtiſed is the mighty fierce Lyon: 
And whan ß lwerd of vengeauncec doth bite 
Upon pꝛynces foz their tranſgreſſion, 

The common people in their opinion 

Foꝛ very dread,tremble,adovwne,+ quake, 
And by luche meanes their vyces fozlake, 


Ind luche alſo as haue ben defouled 

In their vyces by longe continuaunce, 

On in their ſynnes lye ymouled, 

By good exãples may cum good repentaũtce 
Who ſo repenteth the loꝛd will him auaũce, 
And him accept in lowe and high eſtate, 
The meke pꝛeſerue, à punyche the obſtmate. 


This ſayd matter touchyng ſuch thinges, 
Mine aucthoꝛ Bochas herafter Cal declare 
By exãple of pꝛyntes and of mighty kyngs, 
What was their fine, not the truth ſpare, 
Ind though mp ſtyle naked de, and bare 
In Rethozike,myne aucthout to enſue, 
Pet fro the truth all J not remewe. 


But on the ſubſtaunce by good leiler abyde, 


The Pꝛologue. 


After mine auethoꝛ lyke as Þ may attaine: 
Ind koꝛ a part ſet eioquente aſibe, 

And in this boke bewepen and complayne 
The aſſault of Foꝛtune, fro ward x ſodayn: 
How che on pꝛintes hath kyd her vegeaũce, 
And of her malice, the deadly moztal chatice - 


But O, alas, who ſhalbe my muſe⸗ 

Oz vnto whom hall J fo2 helpe call: 
Calliope my callyng wyll refuſe, 

Ind on Pernaſo her wozthy (uſters all: 
They will their luger temper with no gall; 
Foz their lwetenes and luſty freche ſingyng 
Ful farre diſcozdeth fro matter coplayning; 


My maſter Chaucer w his fre comedies 
Is deade alas, chiefe P oete of Bꝛptapne, 
That ſumtime made ful piteous tragedies, 
The fall of Pꝛynces he did alſo tomplapne, 
A's he that was of makyng ſouerapne: 
Who al this lande of ryght ought pzefarre, 
Sith ok dur langage he was ß lode ſtarre. 


Senet in Rome thzongh his hye pꝛudence, 
Wꝛote Tragedies of great mozalitie: 
And Tullius chiefe well of eloquence, 
Made in his tyme many a freſh ditty: 
Fraunces Petrarcke of Flozence that citpe 
Made a bokecas J can aduert) 

Ok twoFoztunes,wiltull and peruert. 


And agapnſt bothe wꝛote the remedtes: 

In bokes twapne made a diuiſion, 

Among rehearſyng many frethe ſtoꝛies. 
The firſt boke is thus conueyed doun: 

A dialoge betwene gladnes and reaſon, 
The ſecond by me well to witnes, 

Made betwene reaſon # wozldly heauineg; 


Tl he matter is wonders delectable, 
Though wo with toye haue an entreſſe: 
And John Bochas wꝛot maters lametable 
The fall of pzinces where he dothe expꝛeſſe, 
How foꝛ theit ioye they fyl in great diſtreſte 
All theſe wꝛiters thzough their hye renown 
G2eat wozſhyp did vnto their nacion. 


Ind ſemblably as Jhaue tolde tofozne, 
My maſter Chaucer did his bulines: : 
And in his daies hath him ſo well bozne, 
Out of our tonge to auoyde al rudenes: 
Ind to refoꝛme it w colours of ſwetenes. 
Wherfoꝛe let vs geue him lande and glozy, 
And put his name w in „ 
u. 


R 


Ot whole labour to make mencion, 

Where of right he houlde coinmended be, 
In pouthe he made a tranſlation 

Of a boke whiche called is Trophe 

In Lumbard tonge, as men may read ⁊ le: 
And in our vulgare long oꝛ that he dyed, 
Gaueit to name of Troylus # Creleyde, 


Whiche foꝛ to reade loners them delite, 
They haue therin ſo great deuocton: 

And this Poete alſo hun ſelfe to quite, 

Of Boccius boke the conſolation | 

Made in his tyme aa olde traullation: 
Ind to his ſonne tyat called was Lowys 
He made a treatiſe ful noble # ot great pale, 


Upon that labour in full notable fozme, 
Set them in oꝛder with their dtatſion3, 
Mens wittes to accomplyſhe and confozme 
To vaderſtande by fall expert reaſons, 

By domifiyng of ſundzy mancions: 

The roteout ſought at the aſcendent, 

To fozne 02 he gaue any iudgement. 


He wꝛote alſo full many a day agone, 
Dant ia Englich, him lelfe ſo doth expꝛeſſe: 
The piteous ſtoꝛy of C eix and Alcion: 

And the death alſo of Blaunche the duches: 
And notably did his buſineſſe 

By great auiſe his wittes to diſpoſe, 

To tranſlate the Romapnt of the Roſe, 


Thus in vertue he ſet all his entent, 
Jdleaes and vyces foꝛ to fle: 

Of fowles alſo he wrote the parliament, 
Tgerin remembzing ok royall Eagles thze, 
Nowe in their choyſe they felt aduerſitpe, 
To foꝛe nature pꝛofered the battaple. 

Eche foꝛ his partye if it woulde auaple. 


He did alſo his diligence and payne 

In our vulgare to tranſlate, and endite 
Oꝛygene vpon the Waudelayn: 

Ind of the Lyona bote he did wꝛite. 

Ok Annelida and of falſe Arcite, 

He made a complaynt dolefull and piteous, 
IJ. id of the bzoche which that Uulcanug 


It Thebes wꝛought, full diuers ok nature. 
Ouide wꝛiteth: who lo therof had a ſyght, 
Foꝛ high deſire he houlde not endure 

But he it had, neuer be glad ne light 

Ind if he had it once in his myght, 

Like as my maſter lapth # wziteth in dede, 


The Þ:ologue 


It to tonſerue he Choulde euer live in dꝛed 


This poet w2ote at the tequeſt of the quiezir 
A legende of perfite holines, 

Ol good women to fynde out nyntene, 
Tyat did ercell in bountie and fapꝛeneſſ.: 
But foꝛ his labour and his buſineſſe 
Was impoꝛtable his wyttes to encomber, 
In all this wozld to finde lo great a nüber 


He made the boke of Caunterbury tales 
Wyeu the pylgryms rode on piigrymage, 
Thzough out Kent by hylles and by vales, 
Ad the ſtoꝛies all tolde in their paTage, 
Enoityng them full well in our language: 
Some of knyghthode, a (ome of gentlenes, 
Ind ſome of loue, and (ome of perfitenes, 


Ind ſome alſo of great moztalitte, 

Some of diipozt, cocludyng great ſentence: 
In p:oſe he wꝛote the tale ot Mellebe, 

Ind of his wife, that called was Pzudence: 
Ind of Gtilildes perfite pacience: 

Ind howe the monke of ſtoꝛies new a olde 
Pytcous tragedies» by the way tolde, 


This ſayd Pocte my maſter in his dapes, 
Made and compiled many a freche dittie, 
Complaynts,ballades, roũdels, byzelayes 
Full delectable to heare and to ſe: 

Foz whiche men Gould of ryght and equitie 
Syth he in englych in making was the beſt 
P2ay vnto god, to geue his ſoule good reſt, 


Ind thele Poetes that J make of mencion, 
Were by olde ty.ne had in great deyntye: 
With kynges and pzinces in euery regyoa 
Greatly pꝛekerred, aſter their degre. 

Foz loꝛdes had plcaſaunce foꝛ to le, 

To ſtudy among, and caſt their lokeg 

At good lealure vpon wyſe bokes. 


Foz in the tyme of Teſar Julius, 

When the triumphe he wan in Rome towne 
He enter woulde the ſchole of Tullius. 
Ind heare his lecture of great affection: 
Ind notwithſtãding his coqueſt a renowne 
Unto bokes he gaue great attendaunce, 
Ind in ſtoꝛies had great iope d plealaunce. 


Flfo in this lande J dare affy2me a thinge: 
There is a pꝛynce full mighty ot puiſſaunte, 
A kyages ſonne, and vncle to the kynge * 
Denry the (xx: whiche nowe is in Fraunce, 
And 
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Ind is lieutenaunt, æ hath the gouernaunce 
Ok our Bzytayne,th2ough whole dilcrecion 
He hath conſerued vs in this region: 


Duryng his time of full high pꝛudente 
Peace and quiet han ſuſteined ryght: 
That not withſtãdyng his noble pꝛouidẽte, 
He is in dede pꝛoued a good knyght, 

Eyed as Argus with reaſon and fozſight, 
Ok high lecture: J dare ok him tell, 

And truely deme that he dothe excell 


In vnderſtandyng, all other of his age. 
And hath iope with clarkes to commune, 
And no man is moꝛe expert in langage, 
Stable in ſtudy, alway he dothe contune, 
Settyng alide all chaunces of foꝛtune: 
And where he louetheif Þ all not tary) 
withouten caule, full lothe he is to vary, 


Duke of Gloceſter men this pꝛynce call, 
And not withſtadyng his eſtate  dignitie, 
His courage neuer dothe appall 

To ſtudy in bokes of antiquitie: 

Therin he hath lo great felicitie, 
Uertuouſly him ſeife to occuppe, 

Of vycious llouthe,he hath the maiſtry, 


And with his pꝛudence and his manhede 
Truthe to ſuſteyne, he fauour letteth aſide: 
And holy churche mainteynyng in dede, 
That in this lande no herityke dare abide, 
A very ſuppoꝛt, vpholde, and alſo gyde: 
Spareth none. but maketh him lelfe ſtronge 
Co punich all tho that do the church wzong. 


Thus is he manly and alſo wile, 

Choſen of God to be his owne knyght, 
And ok one thinge, he hath a (inguler pꝛiſe, 
That heritike dare none come in his light: 
In Chaiſtes faith he ſtãdeth lo hole vpright 
Ok holy churche defence and champion, 
To chaſtice all tho that do therto treaſon, 


And to do pleaſaunce to our Lozde Jeſu, 
He ſtudieth euer to haue intelligence. 
Readyng of bozes, bꝛingeth in vertue, 
Uytes excludyng, wb ſlouth and negligence, 
Maketh a Pꝛince to haue experience 

To tznowe him ſelfe in many loundw wile, 
Where he treſpaceth his erroure to chaſtice. 


And among bokes,playnely this is the caſe, 
This layed pꝛynce conlidered of reaſon 


The Pꝛologue. 


The noble boke of this John Bechas 
Was accoꝛdyng in hys opinion 

Ok great noblelle and reputacion: 

And vnto pꝛinces greatly neceſſary 

To geue exaple how this wozlde doth bary, 


And fo2 theſe cauſes as in his entent 
To ſhew the vntruſt of all wozldly thinge, 
He gaue to me in commaundement 

(As him ſemed it was ryght well ſittyng) 
That J Houlde after my (mall cunnyng 
This boketranſlate,him to do pleaſaunce: 
Tolhew the chaung of woꝛldly variaunce, 


And with ſuppoꝛt of his magnificence, 
Under the wynges of his coꝛrection, 
Though that J lacke of eloquence, 

I ſhall pꝛocede in this tranſlation; 

Fro me auoydyng all pzeſumption, 

Lowly lubmittyng euery houre and ſpace, 
My rude language tomy lozdes grace, 


And as J haue one thing well in minde, 
He bade J ſhoulde in eſpeciall 

Folow myne aucthour, wꝛitten as J fynde 
And foꝛ no fauoure be not parciall, 

Thus Imeane, to ſpeake in generall: 

And none eſtate ſingulerly depꝛaue, 

But the lentence ot mine aucthour laue. 


All this concetued, J gan my ſtyle dreſſe, 
Thought J would in my matter pꝛocede: 
And foz the matter obzeyedheauineſſe, 
Ok kreche colours J tokeno maner hede, 
But my pꝛoceſſe playnely foꝛ to lede: 

As me lemed it was to me moſt mete, 
To let apart Rethozykes ſwete. 


Ditties ot mournyng and complaynyng 
Do not pertayne vnto Caliope, 

Neither to the muſes that on Pernalo ſyng, 
Whiche be remẽ bꝛed in numbers thzile thꝛe: 
And vnto matters of aduerſitie 

With their ſugred aureat lycoure, 

They be not willyng to do fauoure, 


But of diſdayne me ſettyng farre a backe, 
To hinder me of that J woulde endite, 
Hauyng no colours but only whyte a blake 
To the tragedies whiche J Gall waite: 
And fo2 J can my ſelfe no better aquyte, 
Under the luppoꝛt of all that Gall it reade 
Upon Bochas 72 thus J will pꝛocede. 
inis. 


2 ii. 


The kyꝛſt boke. Acat. l. 


C Hovve Adam and Eue for their Ino⸗ 


bedience were put out of Paradiſe and lined in loꝛowe and wo, 
they and their olſpꝛinge: And howe they tandynge naked befoze Bos 
chas, deſired hym to put their wofull fall fyʒſte (nremems 
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&| conſidered had e ſought 
The wokul kal of migh- 
tp conquerours, 
Iremembzance entred 
in his thought, 
Rekenyng thenumbze, 
of our p2edeceſſours: 
Ind fy2ſte to mynde came the pꝛogenitours 
Ok all mankynde, farre y2un in age, 

And toward hym holdyng their paſſage. 


And as hym thought in his in warde (yght, 
In theyz coming full pitionſly tremblynge, 
Quaking foz age, and foz lacke of myght, 
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Their febleneſſe by lignes out chewing: 
And one of them firſt at his commyng, 
Our father Adam ſodenly abzayde, 

And to myne auctour euen thus he laide: 


Coſyn Bochas J wol well that thou lere 
That art ſo buſy to ſerche ouer all, 

Ok inkoꝛtune the maner to enquere, 

Her ſodayne chaunge turning as a ball 
Oferthly pꝛintes from their eſtate rial, 
It is moſt ſyttyng 02 we a ſondze twyn, 
At vs twayne the pzoceſle to begyn, 


Conſider firſt the lozde in his aupſe, 
Whan he vs made vnto his likene ſle: 
He put vs both in to paradiſe, 
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The {irſt boke 


There to haue lyued in parfite ſtablenelle: 
Till the Serpent dyd his bulinelle, 

Of lalſe enuy, to make vs leſe our grace, 
Perpetuall to cxyle vs fro that place. 


And wha Thon Bochas naked the behelde, 
Without the hand, foͤurmed of nature, 
Ofllime of the erth in Damaſcene the felde 
God made them aboue eche creature. 

And fo2 they ould perpetually endure, 
By dilcrecion foꝛ a pzerogatife, 

He endued them wyth a ſoule of lyte, 


Parfite of age as men of. xxx.pere: 

Put them after in poſſeſſion 

Of Paradilc,a place moſt entere, 

Ind of delites a choſen manlion: 

Where Adam made an impolion 

To kych and to foule, and to theſe beaſtes al, 
Of very reaſon what men chould them call. 


Out ofa rybbe whyle that Adam dyd llepe, 
Eue was dꝛawe ful fapze of her viſage, 

Al ſodenly, oz that he toke kepe: 

After to hym toyned in mariage 

Fo: his diſpoꝛt, and his auantage, 

So as the loꝛde lirſt wyues dyd ozdeyne 
Eyther fo2 helpe, oꝛ encreaſe ot peyne. 


God vnto them gaue the loueraintie 

Of Paradpſe, and dominacion, 

A place fuſ filled of all felicitre, 

The frutes be all in their ſubiection, 

Sane that of one was made excepcion: 
YOhyche god fozbad(the Byble can deuyſe) 
That they Gould it touche in no wyle, 


All delices in that henenly place 

God gaue to thein, and put in their kepyng, 
To ble them euery houre and ſpace 

To theyz molt eaſe,as was to them lyking: 
Blomes, bloſſomes theyz fayznes ay keping 
And the frutes alwayc of one freneſſe, 
Fo: witer ſtoꝛmes myght do the no dureſſe. 


The ſoyle enbꝛouded full of ſomer floures, 
There wedes wycke had none intereſſe: 
Foꝛ god ⁊ kynde wyth freſhneſle of colours 
Ind w their tapites à motles of gladneſſe, 
Had made ß place habũdant w al lwetnes. 
Ind freſh Floza whych is of floureg quene, 
Her [ynerey made of a perpetual grene, 


The trees raught almoſt to the heuen, 


Whyche cat abont a ful pleaſaunt chade, 
That ſtoꝛme, ne rayne, th ĩdꝛe . wynde, ne le⸗ 
No power had their leues foꝛ to tade: ume, 
Foz euer they were ylpke freche and glade: 
And whan they lyſt they might ſe 

In middes of p garden of lile p holeſume tre 


Whyche vertue had ayenſt all malady, 
Folke to pꝛeſerue in youth in their frechnes: 
Who eate thereof ſhould neuer dye, 

But lyue euer in toy and gladnes: 

Ind neyther fele trouble noz ſickeneſſe, 

But in that place haue alwaye hertes eaſe, 
Ind ſuffiſaunce of all y myght them pleaſe. 


Euer endure and neuer kal in age: 

Fo2 whyche it was called the tre of lyfe. 
But whan Idam was fallen in dotage, 
Ind apenſt god began to holde ſtrpfe, 
Thꝛouh excitynge of her that was his wyfe, 
Ind wyl fully paue her to aſſent 

To bꝛeke the pꝛecepte # the comaundement 


Ok god the loꝛd, thꝛough wylkul negligence 
To appꝛoche the tre that bare the name 
The tre ot connyng and alſo of ſcience: 

Foꝛ of the frute who that dyd attame 

He ſothly ſhouldethe Byble fayth the lame) 
Ok good # euyll haue cõnyng in his thought, 
wher as tofoꝛne of eupl he knew right noght 


Thus had they firſt of euyll, experience: 
Which as tofoꝛne they knew no wictzednes. 
Pꝛelumpcion and inobedience 

Bꝛought thẽ out of ioye into wzetchedneſſe, 
Foꝛ afoꝛe time mine authoz bercth witnes) 
Helth # goodnes were called very lyfe, 
Eupl named ſicknes, firſt rote of our ſtrife, 


In Paradyſe myne auctour ſapth certeyne, 
The ryuers were ſo Ozient and ſo fyne, 
Lyke quicſiluer boylyng vp they plepen: 
And in their ronnyng very chzyſtallyne: 
YOhych from a wel heauenly and deuyne 
In their vpſpꝛyngyng a aueylyng downe, 
Ok al pleaſaunce gaue ſo (wete a ſowne 


That it woulde rauych a mans coꝛage. 
Whoſe baumy colour endewed al the place: 
And w the frechnes a cours ofhys paſſage, 
The holeſome ay2e hertes dyd embꝛace: 
There was luch plẽty of pleſaũce a of grace, 
Chat euery ſpite, herbe, grayne, and tote, 
Were foiiden growyng in that gardein — 
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And there was a delectable loun 

Ok ſonge of bꝛydes in their ermony: 

The aire was clene from all coꝛrupcion, 
Foz therin ingendꝛed was no malady, 
There was all mitth, there was al melody, 
Ok ioy and blyſſe ſouerayne ſuflilaunce, 
With al that map to hertes do pleaſaunce. 


Ind ok clerkes lyke as it is tolde, 

In their bokes as they determine, 

Thoe in his ſphere the lunne manifolde, 
Das of moze vertue # moze clere dyd chyne 
Than it doth nowe in his mighty lyne. 
The mone whyter with her beames clere, 
And euery ſterre bꝛyghter dyd appere. 


Euery thynge was there moe vertuous 
Than they be nowe, who can behold and ſe, 
Foꝛ in 5ᷣ place there was nothing noyous, 
But perfit gladnes knit vntoſurete, 
Perpetuell peace toy and pꝛolperite: 

And in that bliſſe to make moze ſtrong, 

To their comkoꝛt god ſpake to them among 


Ok his goodneſſe he bare them companye: 
Shewed vnto them hrs gracious pzeſence, 
Angels alſo their ſtate to magnikye, 
Imonge, to ſerue them, dyd their dilygence, 
In duuers offices with humble reuerence: 
Ind nature wꝛought foꝛ the nones 

Ok rpall purpill and ryche ſtones, 


Tiſſues of gold and other oꝛnamentes 

Fo: to enuiron their bodily beaute: 
Shaping to them ſuche maner garnimftes 
I's angels ble in their ſelicite. 

Naked they were fayreſt on to le, 

Foꝛ whyle they ſtode in ſtate of innocence, 
They had of clothynge none experiente. 


Ind of their blyſſe to make mencion, 

Ind of their ioyes that were celeſtiall, 
There map be made no compariſon 

Ok no top which is tempoꝛal, 

Which chould haue be laſt ing and immoꝛtal 
Euer to haue lyued in mirth and gladneſſe, 
Saue ageyn reaſon of very wilfulneſſe 


They baniſhed the (elf out of that bliſful life 
Whan Adam gaue credence to a ſnake, 

Ind wꝛetche diy gan truſt on his wife, 
Whiche gan the apple of the ſerpent take, 
Ind pleſantly did a pzeſent make 

Unto Idam, as ſhe that fyz\t began 


The kyꝛſt boke. 


Lat. if, 
Deth to deuyſe, and poyſon onto man. 


But as their toy was incomparavle, 
Greatteſt their loꝛdchip of ali erthiy thinge, 
So their fall was to them impozrable. 

Foz he that was all other ſurmountyng, 
In Paradiſe reignynge as a kinge, 

Was it not a dedelye moꝛtall payne. 

Fro thilke place to haue a fall ſodapne: 


Foz thilke (020w ſurmounteth al ſo26we 
Which next foloweth felicite: 

No wo mozegreuous at euen ne at moꝛow, 
Is is in dede ſodeyne aduerſite, 

Which commeth vawarely after pꝛolperite. 
Nenothinge may moze hertes diſauaunce, 
Than of old top newe remembzaunce. 


Taketh enſample of Idam and of Ene, 
MWaketh ofthein a myꝛroure in your mynd, 
Whether of reaſon it dyd ths greatly greue 
Fo: to be put, alas, ſo ferre behynde? 

Out of that biyſſe they and all their kynde, 
Chaungyng the ſtate of immoztalite 

And became lubget to deth and pouerte. 


Their lodeyn change # vnware milchefe, 
Ind their vnhappy tranlmutacion 

It was to them fall vncouth and vnlefe 
Foz to depart fro thilke manſion, 

That was ſo ful of delectacion: 

Fro ſuch delites ſodenly to go 

Into this woꝛlde whych is ſo ful of wo. 


There is delite, and here ſoꝛowe and care, 
There is ioy, and here is heuineſſe, 

There is plenty, and here is euyli fare, 
There is hel th, and here is great lickenes: 
Here troble ay meged with vnſure gladnes, 
There is ay blyſſe and eternall glozy, 

Ind here is mirth, but falle and tranſitozy, 


las, howe they were blinded in their light 
Thꝛough vaynglozy and falſe ambicion. 
They went wꝛonge they loked not a ryght: 
Falſe couetyſe was they confucion, 
Wherthꝛough they loſt the dominacion 

Ok Paradile, and was both -pooze # thzall, 
Their fredome loſt and became moꝛtal. 


Unto god they wold haue be lemblable, 
L yke vnto hym good and puell to know: 
Ind in their truſt foꝛ they were not ſtable, 


Frõ their eſtate they were bzought ful — 
"nn 


vnd thus the lede was fy2ſt plowe, == 
Te rote planted of diſobeyſa:ice, (chaũce. 
Vhich bꝛought our linage to ſoꝛowe x mil⸗ 


Thus came in fy2ſt thaough inobedience, 
As by a gate, pouertpe and nede: 

And at their backe foloweth indigence, 
Soꝛowe, ſicknes, maladp, and Dzede, 
Exile, banychynge, and ſeruitude in dede: 
Wyych cauſed man longe to contune 
Under the loꝛdchyp and daãger of foztune, 


Thus came in alſo malady, and deth, 

To diſpoyle mankynde of hys beautpe: 
Long lyckeneſſe, and peſtilence that lethe 
By loden ſtroke, whych p no man may fiye, 
Foz bato Adam and hys poſteritie 

Deth was annexed by ſucceſſpon, 

F 3: hys offente, and ſo conueyed doun 


Foꝛ man to man in euery maner age. 

Fo2 who lo liſt know, ſin bꝛought in chame, 
Man to be feble and faynt in hys paſſage, 
Ind by pꝛoceſſe to were halte and lame: 
Unto Adam thys was an vncouth game, 
To be tonſtrayned in (ych apparaple 

In bareyne erth to ſeke hys vitayie, 


In hungre and thurſt here he had hys lyfe, 
Wyth lwete and labour and tribulacions: 
Endurcd alſo many a moztal ſtyfe 

Ok hote and colbe, ryght ſtronge paſſpons 
Of elementes lodayne mutacions, 

Dynde, hayle and rayne, fearful fallyng 
And vnware ſtrokes of thider a lyghtning. 


Thei ſtode allo in domage and in dꝛede 

Ok cruel beaſtes, Tygres, and lyons, 

And of wylde beres who fo takethhede , 
And in great feare of theſe fel dꝛagons: 
Che aſſaut ofdzagons and of Scoꝛpions. 
Fo: thulke beaſtes, that tofozne were milde, 
After their linnyng ful ragy were # wylde. 


Ind where thei ſtode firſt in ſikernes 

Ok ioye and bliſſe, euer in one laſtinge: 
Out of their reſt thei fil in vnſurenelle, 

In ſoꝛo we, a lighing, ⁊ dolours cöõplaining. 
Ind fro their iven continually weping, 
The bitter teares day by day diſtil, 

In this delert, foꝛ wanting of their wil, 


Ind wheder were thei ſoꝛo wful oz faine, 
Long tyme after their deſolacion, 


The lirſt boke 


Whan they foũd Abell their ofdn ſon layne 
By cruel Capne to his confulion: 

The ſame Cayneas made is mencyon, 
After that time wilde was # vagabound, 
Til blind Lameth pale hi his dethes woud , 


Adam noꝛ Eue afoꝛe that plke time 

Had neuer lene no feeſt funeral. 

It was of chaunge to them a new pꝛime, 
Fo2 to behold a thyng dilnatural: 
Bꝛethern of one wombe by hatered eternal, 
The one of hate ſo far hym ſelfe deuide, 

Of kalle malice to be an homicyde, 


Ind it was routh whan that they code 

Foz to behold their (on al deed, 

Layd on the grond, and bathed in his blod, 
And al the ſoile where he lap was rede: 
That whan Adam and Eue toke hede 

It was to them ful great aduerſite, 

The newe ſlaughter to behold and le. 


Ind euer among their lighes harde x ſoze, 
The bitter weping and loꝛowes to auatice, 
Oz thep were ware their heeres wore hoze , 
Ind age began they2 beautie diſauaunce . 
Their youth alſo by ful great diſpleſaunce, 
Began to appal o2 they it could aſpye, 

By cruel conſtreynt and fozce of malady, 


And of youth fallen was their flour, 

By the pꝛoteſſe of many hundzed peres: 
And by the dureſſe of great labour, 

They were vnluſty, x vgly of their cheres, 
Ofkageanddeth theſe ben the daungers, 
To lay checkmate in nature it is couth , 
Unto beautie and grene luſty youth, 


Foꝛ whan the peres fully paſſed be 

Of touring age, laſtynge a ſeaſon, 

By p2oceſſecat eye men ma ſe) 

Beaute declineth, his bloſſoms fal adonne , 
Ind littel and littel by lucceſſion 

Cometh croked elde, vnwarely in crepynge, 
With his potent ful pozely manaſling, 


Thus to our father that called was Adam 
Ok creatures fay:eſt of al feire, 
Akter great trauaile by pꝛoceſle in he tame, 
And began vnwarely aſcend vpõ the ſteyre 
With his potent, and caſt him to repeyꝛe 
With Atropole which afoze hal gone, 
Foz to attwin his liues thzede anone. 
Gets Ind 
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And in Ebꝛon was made his ſepulture: 
Ther after was bilded a mighty great cyte; 
By wyole ſtoꝛy and recoꝛde of nature 

J map conclude who liſt to le, 

That neuer man had liberte 

Sithen that Adam our lozd gan diſobep, 
Apenſt deth, but that he muſt obey, 


In cõplaining mine autoz Jhon Bochas 
Ful pitioullp, in hys aduertence, 
Bewepeth, wapleth, and okt ſapeth alas, 
In apple there was ſo great offence, 
That fo2 a taſte of inobedience 

Adam, alas, could haue ſo great a fal, 
So lodainelpy to die and be moztal; 


Which example ought inough ſuffiſe; 

In al this woꝛld though there were no mo: 
Toeremplify to folkes that ben wile, 

How this wozld is a th2owfare ful of wo, 
Lyke falſe Foꝛtune 5ᷣ turneth to and fro. 
To make folkes wha they moſt clerely thine 
In their eſtates, vnwarely to decline, 


Fo? though that thei their hedes lift alofte, 
Highe as Phebus thineth in his ſphere , 
Thinke them ſelfecas it falleth oft) 

Their renown recheth aboue 5 ſtarres clere 
Ind howe they ſurmount euery ſphere, 
(Their truſt cozrupt hath a ſodayne fal, 

Foz to declare you they ben moztal; 


O woꝛldly folke aduert and peue entent, 
What vengeatice and what punicion 

God (hal take in his iugement - 
Fo2 your treſpas and your tranſgreſſion, 
Which bꝛete his pꝛeceptes ayen al reaſon: 
Pe haue foꝛgotten how w his pꝛecious blod 
P ou foz to ſaue he died vpon the Roode , 


Foz if Adam foꝛ his diſobeiſaunte 

Was by the loꝛde as him lift oꝛdaine, | 
Made firſt, + fozmed with euery circũſtace, 
Ofcreatares to bemoſt ſoueraine, 

Jf that he was enbzaced in the chaine 

Ok leruitude, with childzen ouerſene, 

what Gal 7 than of other folbes ſeine 


That liue here in this deſerte of ſozowet 
In this exile , of pleſance deſolates 
Ind in this woꝛlde both euin and moꝛoboe 
Ot hertely ioye ſtotitediſconſolate: * 
All deſtitute and alſo infoztunate, 


And fo2poſſed with wo and wozldly troble, 


The kyꝛſt boke. 


Leaf. ttt. 
Euer bartable and ful ofchaunges double; 
pe not entende but to falſe couetile, 


To fraude,berret,and extozcion: 
Fgayne god in many dyuers wiſe, 


Againe your neighbour by falſe colluſion; .. 


To do hym wꝛonge and oppzeſſion: 
And woꝛſt of al, ye retche not by ſyn 
To llee your loule, wozldly good to wyn. 


Ind if it fal your power to be but ſmal 

To accomplyche your auarice in dede, 
Pour ſinful wyl aſſenteth ouer al, 

Thing to deſire of which ye maye not ſpede: 
And thus falſe luſt doth your bꝛidel lede, 
Truſt in hauing ſo ſoꝛe you doth aſſayle, 
Falſly afered the wozld chould you fayle; 


And if god benigne and debonapꝛe 

With his parde of caſtigacion 

Chaſtiſeth vou but eaſely and faire, 

pe grudge againſt his cozrection: 
Nothing auerting in pour dilcrecion, 
Howe god not bad vs (who can take hede) 
Foz to ſtriue ne wzaſtel in dede. 


Neither our ſtrength, ne our might to appli 
Upon the beaſt monſtruous and ſauage, 
which called is the Chimere of Licy, 
Specially whan he is in hys rage: 

which monſtre had tohis auantage 

Deed ofa lion as bokes determine, 
Wombe of a gote, and taile ſerpentpne; 


Which was outrayed of Bellyferon, 

As olde poetes make mencion: 5 
Neither god bad not that men Gould gon 
Jnto Colchos to conquere with Jaſon 
The Flees of gold, which in that region 
With firie bulles of mettal made of bzas, 
And by a dꝛagon ful fraitly kept was, 


God bad vs not our contreys foꝛ tolete, 
To vnderfonge things that ben impoſſible; 
The Mynotaur foz to ſlee in Crete, 
Halfe man halfe bul if it be credible? 
Which was a monſter hateful and odible; 
Sũtime bꝛought foꝛth in bokes pe map le 
By Mynos wife, called Paſyphae. 


Whoſe ftozie techeth, it thou liſt to here, 
This valy beaſt and monſtruous A 
Though Ariadne the kings doughter dere 
Was ſumtime ſlayne by duke . 


th⸗ 


* 
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LOithtn a cane made by Dedalus. 
God biddeth vs plainely foz his ſake, 
So great empzile foz to vndertake. 


He byddeth vs not to be lo recheles 
An perilous dedes that bene marciall, 

Us to ieoparde, as dyd Hercules, 

Which by the bidding in eſpeciall 

Ok Euriſteus the mighty kyng ropall: 
Loꝛdes of Ithfs to make their honoꝛ ine, 
Learned of armes the famous dilcipline. 


Ofthele pzeceptes if we haue a light, 

Ind remembꝛed of his highe bounte, 

He bs comaundeth thinges that belyght, 
Fo: to accompliſhe with all humilite: 
From our cozage to auopde all vanite, 

And from our hertes to exclude ydelneſſe 
Ind this falſe chãge of al wozldip gladnes. 


Fo: bnto a man that perfite is and ſtable 

(By good realõ mine auctoꝛ doth wel pꝛeue) 

There is nothing moꝛe faire ne agreable, 

Than finally his vicious lyfe to leue. 

On verpe god rightfully to beleue: 

Him loue a wozthip aboue al erthly thyngs 

This paſſeth victozy of Emperours a kin- 
(ges. 

The Loꝛd biddeth alſo who ſo can dilcerne, 

Ok entere loue to do our labour 

In this life here, ſo our life hal gouerne, 

To father a mother that we do due honoz, 

Ind in their nede to do them ſocour: 

Ind ih all vertue our frendes to comfozt, 

Ind to our power in grate them luppoꝛte. 


Foz in this woꝛld is — moꝛe perkite 
Neither taccõplich thinge of moꝛe pleſance, 
Than a man foꝛ to haue delpte 

In lytell good to haue luffiſaunce: 

Ind to be content in his gouernance, 
Juopde auatice, and thinke euer among 

To his neighbour that he do no wzonge, 


Not to couet his goodes in no wile: 

Him ſelfe gouerne litze to his eſtate, 

Not to extede, but ſtye and alſo Diſpiſe 

All maner loue wyych is diſoꝛdinate: 

Him ſelfe pꝛeſerue from contecke & debate. 
And lpecially to eſchewe it is — 
Slaughter, a murdze, a cheding of bloude, 


Flye from his ſyn, and hate foz to lpe: 
Okolde offences among haue repentaunce, 


And to eſchewe all ſcozne and malozy: 
Ayenſt vyces do almeſſe and penance, 
And to haue moſt (oueratnly pleaſaunce 
To ſewe the pathes ofoure Lozde Jeſu, 
True examplayzeof grace and vertue. 


Which foz our ſake, and our redempcion, 
And foꝛ our loue, was napled on a tre: 
Suffered payne and cruell paſſion, 

And nothing aſketh of high a lowe degre, 
Kecompenſed ayenwarde foz to be, 

But that we ſet all holy our ententes 

Foz to fulfil his commaundementes. 


And of his gracehere in this moꝛtal lyfe, 
Fs we pꝛecell of wyſdome and reaſon, 

Ind of his gift haue a pzerogatife 

Tofoze all beaſtes by diſcrecion, 

Therefoze let vs of hole intencion 

As we ok reaſon,beaſtes ferre excede 

Let vs be befoze the in woꝛd, exãple, a dede. 


Grounde our ſelfe firſt vpon humilite, 
Dur pompous cyen mekely to bncloſe: 
Enclyne our hartes x (o conceiue and ſe, 
Ali woꝛldly welth all fade as aroſe: 

Ind of meke hert let bs our ſelfe diſpoſe 
By this tragedy to haue knowledgynge 
Of our milcheke howe rote and beginninge 


Was the vice of inobedience, 
Surquidp, and falſe diſobeiſaunce, 

As myne auctour hath chewed in ſentence, 
Empainteth it well in your remembzaunce, 
Be ware the ſerpent wyth dilcemance, 
The flech, the woꝛld, pour enemies all thze, 
Thzough their traynes ye nat diſceiued be. 


Pour beſt Childe to make reſiſtence 
Ipenſt their power, ſothly is mekenes: 
Pour haburion moſt migyty of defence 
The fendes power to venquich a oppꝛeſſe, 
t is to remembze deuoutly with lownes 
owe mekely Chaſte to pay our raunlum, 
Suffred on croſle deth and paſſion. - 


Therby men may that pꝛudent ben & wyle, 

Thetopesclayme whych bene eternal! 

And entre ayen into Paradiſe 

Fro whens dam by pꝛyde had a fall. 

To whpych place aboue celeſtiall, 

O Chꝛiſt Jeſu ſo bzynge vs to that glozp 

Wyhyche by thy deth haddeſt the victozy. 
Lenuop, 


of John Vochas. 


Tenuope. 


O deine departinge out of this keli⸗ 
W&Y\[citie, 

Into miſerie and moztal heuineſſe, 
Unware depziuynge out of pzoſpe- 


ritye, 
Chaunge of gladnes into wzetchednes, 
Longe languichynge in wo and bitternes, 
Continuell ſoꝛow, dꝛed, dole, a peſtilence, 
Were fyꝛſt bzought in by inobedience. 


Adam and Eue loſt their libertye, 

Their fraunchiſe, and their bleſſednes: 

Put in exyle and captiuitpe 

To lyue in wo, labour, and penſifnes, 
Chꝛough falſe deſire and pompous wil fulnes 
To the ſerpent whan they gaue credence, 

The loʒd miſtruſtyng thzough inobedience. 


But O alas, wher as they were free, 

Of top eternall ſtode in lekernes, 

They were to blynde alas it was pitie 

To leue their reſt, and liue in werines, 
All their olſpꝛynge to bꝛynge in dyſtreſfe, 
Dꝛawynge fro God hys due reuerence 
Thꝛougy falſe conſentynge to inobedience, 


LOherefoze ye pꝛynces auyſely doth ſe 

(As thys tragedye in maner bereth wytneſſe) 
Where as wanteth in any comonalte 
Subiection,foz lackynge of mekenes, 

Ind wyth pooꝛe, pꝛyde hath an entereſſe: 
(There foloweth after thzough froward inſo- 
Among the people falſe inobediẽce. (lence, 


And noble pꝛinces whych haue the ſouereinte 
To gouerne the people in ryghtwyleneſſe, 
Lyke as ye cheriche them in peace x vnite, 
Oz frowardly diſtroy them oꝛ oppꝛeſſe: 

So ayenwarde their cozages well dꝛeſſe 
Lowiy to obeye to your magnificence, 

Oz diſobep by inobedience. 


Che. it, Chapiter, 


CHowe Nembzoth bylt the tower of Babp- 
lon to ſaue him fro Noyes flode, whyche 
foz his pꝛyde was put fro his mag- 
nificence,and hys tower with lo⸗ 
dayne leuyn ſmytten 
downe, 


Tat. illi. 


Pne auctour Bochas lightlp ouerpode 
( The vengeaunces, a myſcheues huge | 
IDyich Þ God toke with Noyes love 
Ihan he ſent an vniuerſal deluge: 
Apenſt whych there was no refuge, 
Daue,viti.perſons in that moꝛtal wo . 
Whiche in a chyp were laued, and no mo. 


Wherefoꝛe mya auctour lightly ouergoth, . 
MWaketh of that age no ſpecial mencton, 
But paſſeth ouer from Adam to Nembzoth, 
Conſideryng howe in that deedly chaunce, 
The loꝛde foꝛ (yn toke ſo greate vengeaunce, 
That by w2yttynge of ſtoꝛpes, no victozye 
Ofhighe ne lowe was left to memozye. 


Foz there was laft cronicle none ne boke, 
After, that made mencion 

Ok none auctour, who ſo lyſt to loke: 

Foꝛ all was bꝛought to deſtruction 

By a deluge, wythout any excepcion , | 
Foz whych myne auctour traſpozted his ſtile; 
And of that tyme lyſt nothynge compple. 


He founde no mater wheron he myght found, 
Not ſet his fote by none auctozitie, | 
Neyther no truth his purpoſe on to grounde , 
Ok olde wꝛytynge that he coude ſe; 

Fo2 whych him thought of neceſſities 

The lurpluſage ot all that tyme lete, 

And after Adam with Nembzoth foz to mete⸗ 


And certes lyke as Bochas in hys boke 
Remembzeth firſt of Adam the ſtoꝛp, 

So next in oꝛder he the ſtoꝛy toke 

To ſpeke of Nembzoth,andhis ſurquedpe: 
Wyych here firftcas bokes [pecifye) 

After the klode his waues gan alwage, 
Was made a loꝛde, to gouerne in that age. 


Foꝛ whan the flode began to decrece, 

Ind God his vengeaunce gan to molifpe, 
Withdzawe his hand, the Water tho gan tele: 
Upon the mountepnes high of Ermonye, 
The chyp gan reſt, the Byble can not lye, 
And in that age called the ſeconde, 

Lynage ot man gan firſt to habounde, 


To encreaſe ayen and to multiplye, 
And by dyſcent in bokes pe mape le 
Specified the genelogye: 

Howe that one Chus colyn to Noe, 
Aman that tyme of greate auctoꝛritie, 


B Unto 


Unto this Hembꝛoth, the ſtoꝛye dothe allute 
The father was as by ingend2are, 


This Nembꝛoth was mighty, large, æ long, 
Excelling other as okhis ſtature, 
Surguedous, hardy, and right ſtronge, 

Ind in his time great labour might endure: 
And in his foꝛce to much he dyd aſſure, 

And yet was none on water ne on lande 
Which durſt his power pꝛelume to withſtand. 


And his nobleſſe moze tomagnitfy, 
n woꝛldly woꝛchip by repoꝛte of his glozye, 
e was called chefe pzince of venery, 
Deſtrous euer to haue the victozye 
Ofbeaſtes wilde:to be put in memoꝛp, 
Ind haue a pꝛice amonge theſe champions. 
Tigres to daunt, eke boozes and Lions, 


There was no beaſt in wodes ſo ſauage, 
That durſt ayenſt him make reliſtence: 
His furious y2e ſo moztall was on rage: 
The erth quoke foz feare of his pꝛelence: 
Tyll at the laſt in his aduertence, 

Is a pꝛince deuoyed of all grace, 

Ayenlt god he began to compace. 


He made a maner conturacion 

This frowarde Gyaunt, and a conſpiracy, 
Toke his counſeyl by falſe colluſion, 

His might, his power, foz to multiply: 

Ind his eſtate foꝛ to glozifpe, 

Thought he woulde ok his entent not fayle, 
God, and heuen,pzoudly to aſſaile. 


That namely God whiche gouerneth al, 

He thought he woulde pꝛoudely take on had, 
Ayenſt deluges ik any come chall, 

Ok pꝛouidence, plainely them withſtande: 
Him elfe to aſſure, ⁊ make a place on lande 
That ould him kepe, and be to a defence 
Both apenſt god and waters violence. 


And that they might accompliche their intent, 
Lyke their deſire they did their labour: 
Toke their counſeil al by one aſſent, 

Choſe Nembzoth their duke # gouernoure 
Them to conuey,and do them ſocour: 

To be their gyde tokozne,as they were ware, 
Cowarde a countre called Sinear, 


In compaſſe wiſe rounde about ycloſed 
With a great ftode,named Eufrates: 
Their ſtrong foly whych they haue purpoled, 
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Foꝛ to fulfil they were not recheleſſe, 

This is to laye, they put them elfe in pꝛeſe 
So high a toure foz to edifpe, 

whiche oulde ſurmoit aboue the ſterry lkie. 


That they houlde greued be nomoze, 

With no deluge bꝛought to diſtruction: 
Neither that no waters may the greue ſoze, 
This was the fine of their intencion. 

Ind of that tower a mightie ſtronge dongion 
Iyenſt God and flodes themſelke to aſſure, 
The hight andlargeneſle both of a meaſure, 


Thus in Nembꝛoth encreſe began the name, | 


And in the peoples reputacion 

Ol golde, and richeſſe, he had ſo great a fame, 
They called him God in their optnton : 

Moſt eurous, moſt mighty of renowne, 

The wozlde alſo hole vnder his obeiſaunce, 
As God and loꝛd he toke the gouernance, 


Under whoſe might the people gan pꝛocede, 
He as a loꝛd hauinge inſpectton, 

Percinge the bowelles of the earth in dede, 
To make mighty their foundacion: 

Ind of falſe glozye and vaine falſe ambicion, 
This pꝛoude Nembzoth in his appetite, 

To le them woꝛche hath ful great delite. 


His toy was and his inwardegladneſſe, 

To beholde ſo great a company 

Perlen the erth by ſo great depeneſſe, 

To make the ground ſtronge by malontp, 
The wozke vpwarde fo to foztifye 

With manp a ſtone, huge #large of weight, 
They hauettreyſed vp into þ ayzeon height. 


Ind finally,by mediacion 

Ok this great werke, Nebzoth was famoug, 
Takinge in hert great conſolacion 

That by repozt he was ſo glozious: 

Dflo great might, and pozt lo pompous, 
That he was ſo myghty, ryche and ſtronge, 
Torealea towꝛe ſo high, ſo large, and longe. 


Foꝛ to this daye touchynge the great myghte 
Ok this towze whych Babell men it cal, 
Men fro ferre may haue thereot a light, 

It lurmounteth other toures all: 

Df whych werke, thus it is befal, 

Of ſerpentes and many a great dzagon, 

It is nowe called chefe habitacion. 


That no man dare as they it ſe 


154 2» as 


Foꝛ wycked eyze, and foz cozrupcion, 

By a great ipace and in a great countre, 
Ippꝛoche no nere p meruaplous dongion: 
So venemous was that manſion 
Ind lo hoꝛible, that no man dare appꝛoche, 
Lyke to a mountapne builded on a roche. 


Ind as men ſay that had thereto repaire, 
This tower attaineth vnto the ſterres clere, 
Ind tranſcendeth the region of the eire. 

The ſtones and the liment were made ol luch 
And the ioyninge ſo ſtedfaſt # entier, (mater 
Though fyze and water both dyd it aſſaile, 
Litle 02 nought their power choulde auaple. 


It was made ſo mighty to endure, 

So well aſſured by diſpolicion, 

That in this woꝛlde no liuynge creature 
Sawe neuer none like in compariſon, 
Whoſe reryng vp was cheke occaſion, 

And the ryches of the maſonrye | 
Were thzough Nebzoth of pꝛide a ſurquedy, 


Demed pꝛoudelp as in his auiſe, 

De tranſcended all other in nobleſſe: 
Thought him lelfe moſt myghty and wyſe, 
Felowe to God as in lykenes. 

But God that can all woꝛldly pꝛyde oppꝛeſſe 
Ind make pzinces eclypſen in their glozy, 
Suche as truſt in thinges tranfitozy, 


The lame loꝛde ok his eternall myghte, 

Thys tower whyche Nembzoth liſt to edifpe, 
He made wyth thunder and leuyn lighte, 
Thereok to fall a full greate partie: 

The boyſtous wyndes and the ragy ſkye, 
Ind goddes power on that other ſyde, 

Be gan thus abate a percell ot his pꝛyde. 


And in dilcent, and fallynge ok the ones, 
Ok the werkemen ful many a man was deed, 
And oppꝛeſſed, their backe bꝛoken and bones, 
The maſonzy wyth their bloude was reed: 
pet pꝛoude Nẽbꝛoth that of all this was hed, 
With al theſe lignes his loꝛde liſt not knowe, 
Foz whiche his pomp was after bzougute — 
(10we 
But in hys errour pzocedeth furth ofnewe, 
Thought he would get him ſelfe a name. 
Of meiancoly can chaunge loke andhewe, 
Ind began alſo to attempte and atame 
Foꝛ to encreaſeand magniky hys fame, 
A ne we tower to edify ayen, | 
Lyke ag God had ben blynde # nothing ſeens 
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Leaf.v. 


De would haue raught bp to the Ferres Le en 
By thaſſ#t of them that cai; him firf co'i(ail , 
Robbed god, aud from him taught the heuen: 
But who pꝛeſameth the !ozde aboue taarle, 
Ft were no reaſon that he ſhoulde auayle, 
Pꝛynces may well ayenſt hym cry loude, 
But his power map cliple wyth no clonde.. _ 


Foz in the myddes of his great empziſes 
This pꝛoude Nemb2oth makynge his maſos 
Fo to compas and caſt their deuiles, 
Geometries intheir diuiſions, 

But God that hath his aſpections 

Seynge thententes ofenery erthly man, 

Is he that is moſt mighty, and beſt can 


Ayenſt their malice make reliſtence, 

Their woꝛldly power, their dominacion, 
Ok his vengeable and moſt magnificence, 
He can chaſtice, and ouer whelme downe 
The pꝛide of pꝛinces in euery region; 

y enſampleof Nembzoth as ye ſhal here, 
Whole pompe taught aboue the ſterres clere, 


Fo: whan his wozkemen ſtode at auantage, 
Ind molt were buly to hys intencton, 

And befoꝛe that time ſpake al on langage, 
Ill ſodenly by tranſmutacion, 

There was of tounges made a diniſion: 
That in their woꝛkynge as they can obzayde; 
No man wylt what that other ſayde, 


And it is lyke accozdynge wyth reaſon, | 
So as chaunge was madeof their langages, 
So of their hertes was made diaiſion , 

Both of their wyll, and of their coxrages: : 
And in aſcendynge of their woꝛkynge ſtages, 
Ther was ſuch chatge of bꝛoder vnto bꝛoder 
Like ſtraungers none knew thentet of other, 


Myne auctour troweth that this aduerſitie | 
Was foz their gilt cauſed by vegaunce, 

Oꝛ els God ofryght and equitie 

Diſpoſed hath in his ozdinaunce, 

To be amonge them lo great a variaunce, 
That thzough þ woꝛld they uld the ſelfe de⸗ 
And fro Nembzoth dilceuer, æ not abide. (uide 


They gan anone among the ſelfe diſdeyne 

To accept this Nembzoth foz their kynge, _ 

And amonge fozſoth there was not twayne, 

One of another that hadclere knowynge, 

He ol their lpeche kuewe the * RT: 
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Fo: whyche ö cetitre of Senaar they fo2ſoke, 
Ind eche of them a ſondꝛy countrey toke. 


They departed and made no lenger ſpace, 
Folowyng the foꝛtune of their diuiſion: 

And begã to chele the a newe dwellinge place 
Ji the parties of many a region. 

And thus Nembꝛoth was pꝛiued a put doun, 
Ind ol Babel the mighty famous toure, 

He was called no lenger poſſeſſour, 


Foꝛ apenſt the pzyde ofthis Nembzoth 
F2oward foꝛtune gan her cours to vary, 
Ind God alſo was in maner wozth, 

Ol (urquedie that he was ſo contrary: 
And foꝛ the place was wilde and ſolitarye 
Ofthys Senaar, and furious lauage. 
Nembzoth gan to feble & fal in great age. 


And yet ſome bokes ofhim ſpecifye, 

De warte froward of hys condicion, 
And was fy2\t grounde of ydolatrie, 
And kynder vp of falle religion: 
Cauſynge people to haue an opinion 
Goddes to wozhyp in Panunes wyle, 
Founder of rightes, and of falſe (acrifyce, 


Towarde Perce cheſe hys dwellynge place , 
The whych countre is in the Ozient, 

Chat hys lozdhyp ſhuld ſtretch a great ſpace 
He bounded hym into the Occident: 

Foꝛ Perce lande hath hys extent 

To ward the parties of the Reed (ee, 

Ind thys lande Perce who lo lyſt to ſe 


Is bokes olde remembꝛe & put in mynde, 
How that Perce coſteth inuiron 
Septemtrion,and the great Jnde, 

And many another myghtye region: 
Where Nembzoth had firſt dominacton, 
LOhrche extendeth as bokes ſpecifye, 
Out of Mede into Germanpe. | 


But in lozdeſhippes as myne auctour ſayeth, 
Without that vertue be their true guyde, 
Jn them there is ſuratice none ne faye th. 
Thynge that paſſeth may no whyle abyde, 
Wherefoze Bochas in a ſpyte of pꝛyde, 

And in rebukynge ok al folkes pꝛoude, 
Mahyng his coplaynt cryeth to the ful loude. 


Che. iu. Chapiter. 


The firſt boke 


C In exclamaciõ of Bochas ayenit al pzonte 
men, hewynge howe God maye them and 
their pzyde abate whan hym beſt lyſte, 
by manye dyuers meanes and 
wayes punyſhe and 
chaſtyce. 


Ne al proud, moſt ryal in your floures, 
N wyycy that moſt truſt to repgne long, 
Dꝛeſſeth vp youre roches and youre 
towzes, 
And apenſt God make youre ſelfe ſtronge: 
And let your power pꝛoudly vnderkonge, 
Pour ſelfe wyth pꝛyde foz to magnitye, 
Apenſt the heum to holde the champartye: 


Bupld vp your caſtles,reyſe them vp tyghte, 
Ok Adamantes wyth y2on ſtronge pbounde, 

With ſquare ſtones, large and huge of hyght, 
Keyſe vp your walles moſt mighty # pzofotid 
And chit pour diigeoZ3 » mighty chenes roũd. 
Lette men of armes (who euer wake oꝛ ſlepe) 
Nyght and daye your watche lo ſtraitly kepe 


As god ne man in pour opinions 

Pour foꝛtreſſes myghte not aſſaple, 

Pour Caſtels, ne your ſtronge dungeons, 
Stuffed wyth men a plenty of bytaple, 

Lytze to ſtande euer and neuer foz to faple: 
Is god not might ayenſt your falſe putſſatice, 
Whgã euer hm lyſt of right to do vengeaunce. 


Set afoze youre eyen that ben blynd 

The monſtruous werke of greate Babilone: 
The pꝛide of Nebꝛoth that was put behinde, 
Maͤugre his mighte, æ his towze ſmyt doun: 
Fo: al the craft of werkemen and maſon 
Diſtroied was with a ſodayne leuin, 

To auenge hys pꝛyde (ent a downe fro heuin. 


Foz though pour ſtrengthes lo aſſured be 
That none engyne may thereto attapne, 
Gunne ne KRumberdes by no ſubtilte, 
Shot of arowblaſt, ne touche of dundapne, 
pet god that is loꝛd and ſouerapne 

Which lycye delertes can both ſpyl c ſane, 
May confounde it with an erth quaue. 


Myne auctour aſketh what caſtel oz towꝛe 
May be ſo ſtrõge made in any wyſle, 

But that by meane of ſome falſe traptoure, 
Oz by ſome way that he can deuyle, 

It may be lolt, oꝛ ſolde foꝛ couetile: 


And deliuered foz al the ſtronge bondes, N 
ns 
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Into the power of their enemies handes, 


Oz by {ome other ſodayne aduenture; 
Caſtels # cities and many a riche towne, 
Haue be loſt, they might not them aſſure 
Foz to reſiſt ayenſt falſe trayſon: 

Sume haue be loſt alſo by rebellion 

And all theſe meanes the truth to begyn, 
Is but punichynge whyche god ſent fo2 ſyn; 


God hath a thouſande handes to chaſtyſe; 

A thouſande dartes of punicion, 

A thouſande bowes made in diuers wyle, 
A thouſlande arowblaſtes bent in hys doges, 
Oꝛdepned echeon foz caſtigacion: » 
But where he findeth mekenes a repentaũce, 
Mercy is maiſtreſſe of his oꝛdinaunte. 


pe that bene wyle conlidereth howe the rote 
Ok vices al is pꝛide, ye may well ſe: 

Pulleth him downe, and putteth vnderfote, 
And taketh your counceyl ofhumilitie; 

And ifyeliſt to ſtande in lurete, 

Byldeth in hert fozmoze lekernelſle 

A towꝛe of vertues, grounded on mekeneſfe, 


Whole maſonry is of no coſtage, 

Ol vertues grounde and ſoueraine: 
Blaſtes of wyndes and ok weders rage; 
Neyther no tempeſt haſty ne ſodayne, : 
Pompe ne blaſt, though they do their payne, 
(This vertue mekeneſle foz to vndermpne, 
They be to feble to make her to enclyne, 


Foꝛ where mekeneſſe is grounded berily, 
Though he lomtime fele aduerlite, 

He paſſeth ouer, and luffreth pactently, 
And venquicheth all maner enmptie. 

(The aſſaute alſo and the contrarioſite 

Of infoztune and of wozldly trouble, 

And of victozy conquereth a Palme double; 


Ind thomekenes amiddes the flodes flowe 
Ok woꝛldly miſchete and perſecucion, 
Whrle pacience in her bote doth rowe 
Tho froward waues toſſe her vp and dobone, 
A calme (hall folowe of conſolacion: (lowe 
YOhan ſterne windes their blaſtes haue laid 
The name of mekeneſſe ſhal chewe 1 well 
nowe: 
She may be troubled, but ouercome neuer: 
And fox a tyme ſhe may ſuffre werre, 
But at the ende che vanguicheth euer, 
On land and ſee whether ſhe bs nere oz ferve, 
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Atat. vi. 


To the haupn of life che was the loͤde ſterre, 
J take recoꝛde of the humilite, 
Of Mary ſo bleſſed mote che be. 


The rote ot mekenes ftoureth vp ſo faire 
Whole beaute dꝛedeth no tribulaciong, 

In ſomer ne wynter her floures mot apayze; 
Ind her frute laſteth in all maner lea ons: 
P2yde may aſſayle with his boſtful lownes, 
And finally foz her encreaſe of glozy, 

With humblenes che wynneth the victozye, 


C Lenuoye, 


folkes al that this tragedies rede, 
Yaueth to me kenes amonge youre ad⸗ 
uertence 25 
Of pzoude Nembzoth alſo taketh hede, 
How that he fel from his magnikicence, 
Onelp foz he by ſturdy violence, | 
Lift ofmalice the mighty lozde aſſayle. | 
But in ſuch cale what myght his pꝛide auayl4 


Noble pꝛinces which this woꝛlde do poſſede, 
Pe that be famous of wyſdomie and lcience, 
And haue lo many (ubiectes that you dꝛede, 
In gouernaunce vnder your excellence: 
Let your power with mekenes fo diſpence, 
That falſe pꝛide oppꝛeſſe not the pozeyle, 
Which to your nobles ſo muche may auaple. 


Puade of Nembzoth dyd the bꝛydel lede⸗ 
Which hun conuayed with great tnſolence 3 
Pꝛide apertayneth nothynge to manhede, 
Saue in armes to ſhewe his pzelence; 
Wherfoze honour, laude, and reuerence 

Be to mekenes, that hath the gouernaile 

Ok al vertues, which man may molt auaple. 


The. liii. Chapter. 


How many yeres was betwirt Adam 
and Hembꝛoth, and bit wixte 
Nembꝛoth and Cadmus, 
X ok other kinges/ 


ea olde poetes Uh their ſawes (wete; 

J ul couertly in their verſes do fayne = 
How old Saturne was lũtune king of 

And of cuſtome dyd hys buly payne, (Crete, 

Ind ok his goodnes liſt to ozdayne 

That he choulde as ofhis nature 

Echon deuoure, as by his ingendzus. 


In this mater choztly to * 
; il. 


To 


To vnderſtande of poetes the pꝛoceſſe, 

They meane piainly that this wozdSaturne 
Doth in it lelfe nothinge but Time expꝛeſſe: 
Ind Philoſophers bere alſo wytnes, 

That as in tune foꝛth cuery thing is bzoght, 
So time ayenward bꝛyngeth al to nought. 


Clerkes alſo recoꝛde in their wzytinge 
Under luppoꝛt as J darereherle, 

How that fyze waſteth euery thynge: 

And y2on herd doth neſhe thynges perce. 

It ought abideth Þ they may not tranſuerce, 
pet cõmeth time and by continuaunce, 

It al conſumeth with his harpe launce, 


Dis ſharpe tothofconſumpcion 

In ſtil wiſe doth his buſy cure 

Foz to aneantiſe in concluſion 
Il thynge that is bꝛought fozth by nature. 
By long abydyng ye may the not aſſure : 
Fo: olde thynges devoured men map ſe, 
Ferre out of mynde, as they neuer had be, 


Who can oꝛ maye remembꝛe in any wile, 
The gloꝛious pꝛoweſſe of theſe pzinces olde⸗ 
Onꝛ the nobleſſe of Phtloſophers wyſe: 

Oꝛ of poetes their feyning to vnkolde⸗ 
Pꝛoceſſe of peres, alas(as J you tolde) 
Deuoured hath their name x their nobleſſe, 
Derked their renoune by foꝛpetfulneſſe. 


Thus of their names is left no memoꝛp, 
Tyme w his raſour hath done ſo greate ven⸗ 
Shauen away the honoꝛ # glozy (geaunce, 
Of many noble, ful mighty of puiſſaunce: 
That there is left nowe no remembzaunce 
Ok pꝛinces, poetes, ne Philoſophers , 

Foz whan ß deth nailed them in their cofers 


Cam time vpon,and by pzoceſſe of yeres, 
Their memozy hath duſked a their minde: 
And reuolucion of the heuenſy ſpheres, 

By oft turnyng, their glozy hath left behind. 
Thus enery thinge whiche lubget is to kind, 
Is in this life without moze auauntage, 
walted with time and pꝛoceſſe of long age, 


In the firſt time from Adam to Roe 
Pꝛudent liſters which liſt in bokes to rede, 
Founde of foꝛtune no mutabilite: 

Neither ok her chaũge they toke tho no hede. 
But from Adam there rekened ben in dede 
Unto Nembzoth by turnynge of the heuen 
I thouland yereg,vii.hundzed and eleuen. 


The kyꝛſt boke 


In which ſpace who that conſidereth wel, 
There ben nothinges wꝛiten in elpecial 
Digne of memoꝛp, ne ſpoken of neuer a del, 
which that ben notable ne hiſtoꝛial: 

But fro the time Nembzoth had a fal, 
Unto Cadmus the yeres to conteine, 
(They were a. M. iti, hundzed and fourtene- 


Touchinge this Cadmus as Bochas liſt en⸗ 
It is reherſed by Kethoziens 
Howe one Uexoꝛes in bokes as they wzite, 
was made firſt a kinge of the Egipciens, 
whan Philoſophers and nigromanciens 
Began firſt taboũde their renoune tauaũce, 
Nachoz Þ time hauyng þ gouernaũce 


Ok the Ebꝛues, as made is mencion, 

After Nembzoth by true reherſayle, 

(The hundꝛed pere by computacion, 

Foure ſcoze ſc.xii. which time it is no faple 
That Uexoꝛes begã warres x great bataile 
Ok volunt apenſt ſtraunge nacions, 

Ind to conquere Cityes,bozowes, a townes 


By fozce onlp, without title of ryght: 

He wan al Egipt to encreaſe his name, 

But foz al that who lyſt to haue a ſight, 
There is nowe left no repoꝛte ok his fame, 
Saue Bochas wzyteth howe he firſt dyd at⸗ 
Yys mighty conqueſt of intencion, 
That the glozy and the high renoune 


Aſcriued were vnto his woꝛthpnes: 

And the reſidue and lurplulage 

Of golde treaſure of good and ofricheſſe, 
Turne Gould to common auauntage 

Ok al hys people, that euery maner age 

Re poꝛt mighte it was to him moꝛe nerre 
Aboue ſingulatite, his cõmon to pꝛefer. 


Alſo Tanais of Cithie fyꝛſt kynge, 

Whan Sarneke was duke and ſouerapne 
Ouer the Jewes, by recoꝛde of wzitynge 
Two hundꝛed pere. xl. allo and twaine 
After NTbzoth, this Tanais gan oꝛdayne 
A mighty power & a ſtronge battaile, 
Them of Cithye pꝛoudl to aſſayle, 


Conquerpng from thens vnto the ple 

Called Ponte, in a ful cruel wyſe: 

And though his loꝛdchip laſted but a whyle 

All that he wan was foꝛ couetiſe. 

And as Bochas doth of thys folke deuiſe, 

Pzoces of yeres to al their great * 
a 


(dite, 


(tame 
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cat. bi. 


Path put their names out of remembzaunce, That they choulde by floude, ne deluge 


Zoꝛoaſtes alſo fo2 all his great myght 

Of Bactrians kyng and poſſeſſoure, 

Loꝛde of Trace, and a full myghty knyght, 
Ok all his dedes and his great laboure, 

Ok his conqueſt, ne ok his great honoure, 
Js nothing left of wzityng vs befozne, 
Saue ß he lough the houre 5 he was bozne, 


De began full ſone fox to be mery 

With ſodaine laughter at his natiuitie: 
And wozthy Ninus, that was kyng of Iſſiry 
Expowned his laughter to great felicitie. 
The whichNiaus wan many a fapꝛe cotitry, 
And day by day his power gan encreale, 

Foz which he would not of his cõqueſt ceaſe, 


Fot this is the maner of theſe conquerours, 
Whan they haue had in armes victozy, 

Do their might, their paine, ⁊ their labours 
With newe empailes to be put in memozy: 
Foꝛ their courage lurpꝛiſed w vayne glozye, 
Can not be ſtyll content in their eſtate, 

Till their Parady lay to them checkmate. 


Foꝛtune of armes in bokes ye may read) 
With a falſe laughter on folkes dothe ſmyle: 
She frowarde euer ere they can take hede, 
Of nature will falſely them begyle: 
Conqueſt by warre laſteth but a while, 

Foz who by death dothe ſturdy vpolence, 
God will by death his vengeaunce recopence, 


This woꝛthy Ninus gan mightely pꝛeuaple, 
Apenſt 392oaſtes of whom J ſpake tofoze:; 
Foz he with hym fought laſt in battayle, 

In whiche Ninus hath him lo well yboze 
That zoꝛoaſtes hath the feide yloze, 

And he was aucthour as bokes ſpecify 

Of falle Wagyke,and Nygromancy, 


He fonde the nature of euery element, 

Their kindely wozkyng,# their mutacions: 
The courſe of ſtarres,and ofthe firmamente, 
Their inſtuences, their diſpoſitions, 

Their aſpectes and their coniunctions: 
Wꝛote in pillers deuiſed of metall, 

The lenen ſciences called liberall, 


Allo in pillers ot Bꝛycke full harde pbake, 
There were vp ſet, longe, large and huge, 
De began alſo wꝛite them and vndertake, 
To make them ſure as foztheir refuge: 


Defaced ben as of their ſcripture, 
But in their grauyng perpetuall endure, 


But though zoꝛoaſtes theſe craftes out fond, 
Fulllittle oznought it myght to him auayle: 
And though he were a good knight ofhishod, 
Ye was of Ninus flaynein battayle, 

Loſt his realme,and royal apparayl: 

And Ninus dyed within a litle thzow, 

But in what wile, the ſtoꝛy is not knowe, 


Alſo Woydes kyng of Sodome, 

I fynde of him no memoꝛy by wꝛityng, 
Saueina ſtoꝛy as men map reade and (ſe, 
He and his people were freell in liupnge; 
But he that was of Aſſiriens kyng, | 
Thꝛough falſe Foztune that can ſo oft bary 
To Babylon made them tributary, 


De haue ſene and redde alſo, 
The vengeaunce and the peſtilence 
Done in Egypt to kyng Pharao: 
Foz that he made a maner reſiſtence 
Ayenſt God, of wilfull inſolence. 
Thertoze his people vpon a day and he, 
Were dzent echone in middes of the ſee, 


The people of God ledde by Moyles, 
Without trouble of any maner wawe, 
Went echone in quiet and in peas: | 
And Pharao as he gan after dzawe . 
Them to purſue, by a full moꝛtall la we, 

In his purſuite fozward was atteynt, 
Among the waues with his hoſt and dzeynt. 


Jn Exodi ben theſe mencions, 

Cerioullye put in remembꝛaunce. 
The. xii, plages and perſecutions 5 
In Egypt done, by full great vengeaunce, 
And of their treaſour a their great ſubſtaũce 
They were diſpopled by Ebꝛues (it is tolde) 
Ok their veiſels,of ſiluer, and of golde, 


Out ot Egypt full great treaſure they ladde, 
Such as tie thought might moſt thẽ auaile: 
And Pharao J fynde that he hadde 

Two hundꝛed chares enarmed foz battaple, 
Them to purſue and pꝛoudly to aſlaple: 
And fifty thoulande in whom was no lacke 
Okmen ok armes, folowyng on hozſebacke, 


Two. C. thouſande of fotemen him aboute, 


all ualrpe: | 
And ol Egypt all his a 1 
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Ind Pharao with all his great route, 
Began I lrael purſue of enupe. 

But foꝛ his pꝛyde and falſe ſurquedp, 

Be and his people were dꝛowned euerpchone 
Ok all his number was left not one. 


Dis froward hart ayenſt God indurate, 
Fulfilled of malyce and obſtinacy, 

Ind in his purpoſe pꝛoude and obſtina te: 
Theſe foule vyces oz he coulde them elpye 
From his glo2y and his regally, 

He was doun(though he tofoze was crouned) 
Amidde the lea among his people dꝛowned. 


Ol Ogiges kyng of Thebes, 


9) Nother Pꝛynce called Ogygus, | 
| kyng of Thebes as bokes determine: 


Ind foũder was, thus Bochas telleth vs 
Oka citye called Eleulpne. 
Which ſtont in Grece, whole power to decline 
There kyll a floude in that regyoun 
Vhiche onertowed many a royall towne. 


And in Cithia that did moſt dammage, 
Tyme of Jacob patriarke notable: 

Ind this deluge bith his waues rage 
Slewe loꝛdes manp, # pzynces honourable, 
Fo: dame Foꝛtune is ſo deceiuable, 

That che ſumtime when che liſt diſdayne, 
Can folke aſſayie with a floude lodaine. 


This floude alſo where it did aſſaple, 
Waſted coꝛnes bothe croppe and rote: 
Cauled alſo ſcarcitie of vytaple, 

That many a man felt full vnſote. 

The poꝛe not wyſt where to finde bote, 

Foz their pꝛyntes ſluppꝛiled were with dzede, 
Thzough lacke of vitaple in that great nede, 


Ok a great ſtoude in Teſſalp. 


A Nother floude there was in Teſſaly, 
In the time when kyng Amphyon 
Yelde theceptre and the regaly 

Upon Thebes, the mighty ſtronge towne, 
Belide the kyngdome of Babilon: 

The lame time this ffoude fell doubtles, 
When Gods people was ledde by Moſes, 


With this floude the land had ben deuoured 
Of Tellaly,and ok all that region, 


* 


The firſt boke 


But on Pernaſo the people were fuccored, 
And on the Roches that ſtode enupzon, 
Founde there refuge to their ſaluation 

And great ſuccour, til the foudes rage 
Began to decreaſe, withdzawe and aſſwage, 


In olde ſtozies alſo ye may ſe, 

Whan Cecrops had firſt poſſeſſion 

Ok Athens, the myghty ſtronge citye, 
An heate there fell in that region, 

By influence that deſcendeth downe 
From the bodies aboue celeſtiall, 
Whiche likely was foz to deuoure all. 


And this heate engendzed with the ſonne, 

In divers countreys both in length a bzeade 
Hath his courſe ſo mightely begone, 

That many folke fell in great dꝛeade: 
RByuers, welles, who lo lift take hede 
Conlumed were and dꝛyed bp echone, 

The heat called the enbzacyng of Pheton. 


© be.biChapter, 


© Of goodly Jlis wife to Xpys kyngof 
Argyue,ſlayne by his bzother 
Dylfeus, 


E haue read in ſtozies here tofozne, 
how that Jſis to Egypt toke her flyght 
Out of Crete, the true daughter bozne, 

Of Pꝛomotheus, a full manly knyght: 

And I ſis in euety mans lyght 

So freche, lo goodly, wedded by her lpue, 
To wozthy Apys that was king of Argpue. 


The whiche Tis excellent of beauty, 
After tyme her father was ygraue, 

She was put foꝛ moze luretye 

With her vncle that choulde kepe and ſaue 
This ſayd maide Þ no man Gould her haue: 
And her vncle(tn Ouide pe may le) 

Like as he wzote, was called Epymethe, 


Ind ftourynge vp in her tender age 

This ſayd Iſis ſo pleaſaunt was and mete, 
Ok ſemelines, of loke, and vylage, 

That Jupiter the mighty kynge of Crete, 
Was enupꝛonned with her foz to mete: 
And che extited of feminitie, 

Enclined her hart vnto hig deitie. 


| 


And fo2 che was of her entent ſo clene, 
Obeiyng him in moſt lowly wile, 

Ok Argiuois he made her to be quene: 
Becaule that che was (mit in couetiſe, 
Apenſt Argus a warrethe gan deuile, 
And foz he was vnweldy of his age, 

Her to wſtand he found none aduauntage. 


But yet Foztune gan vpon her frowne, 
Ind kyng Argus thzough his ſubtiltye, 
With his counſaile ſo pꝛudently gan rowne, 
That the was take by full great crueltie: 
And her ſouldiours were allo made to fiye, 
And by Argus, there gayned noraunſome, 
She fettred was and put in ſtrong pzyſon, 


But her lonne God Mercurius, 

Right freche, ryght luſty,# full ot hardines, 
And of his earthly ioye ſo glozious, 

Apenſt Argus gan his power dꝛeſſe: 

And ſo intirely did his bulſines, 

That Argus was ſlaine in concluſion, 
And after Ilis deliuered fro pꝛyſon. 


Ok her fleyghtes afterwarde not feynt, 

She toke a hyp and to Egypt went: 

In which <yp there was a cowe depeynt. 
And Theozes whom Jupiter alſo ſent, 

Is gone with her bothe of one entent, 
Totoyne a mariage after anone ryght 

Bet wene her # Apys, a pzynce full of myght, 


She was ryght wiſe aboue other creatures, 
Secrete of cunnyng, well expert in ſcience, 
She taught firſt letters andFygures 

To Egyptians,by plane experience: 

Gaue them cunnyng and intelligence 

To tyll thelande, taught the labourers 

To lowe their graine,# multiply by yeres; 


And in Egypt her fame and her renowne 
Began day by day, wert her wozthines, 
Holde ofcunnyng and of reputation 

By ligne ſhewed not onely in pzinceſſe, 
But ſhe was holde among them a Goddeſſe: 
And with wozyps whiche were diuyne, 
And ſacrifices to her they did enclyne. 


But to declare playnly at a woꝛde, 

In middes of all her great pzoſperitie, 
Mighty Apis her huſband and her loꝛde, 
Pꝛince ot and loꝛde of that country, 
Sonne of Jupiter and of Niobe, 

Whtche Hiobe by long diſcendyng 
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The daughter was of Phoꝛoneus 5 byng, 


Ind Phoꝛoneus firſt the lawe founde 

To whiche all Crete ſtande vnder obeyſafice 
And the ſtatutes of that myghty londe 

Were pſtabliched by his oꝛdinaunce. 

But koz to wꝛite the vnhappy chaunce 

Ok kynge Apys that is remembzecd, 

He llayne was: and pytcouſly dilmembzed, 


By his bꝛother called Tyffeus, 

Sumwhat of hatred, but moꝛe fo2 couetile: 
Foz Typffeus was onely deſirous 

To reiopte in full moztall wile, 

The mighty kingdom as ye haue herd deniſe, 
Of Argiuois to haue poſſeſſion, 

Pꝛeferred by murder and kalle lucceſſion. 


And when that Iſis foũde her loꝛde ſo deade;z 
Ok entent that he were magnified: 

Firſt of wiſdome ſhe gan take hede, 
Oꝛdeyned a meane that he were deified 

High among Goddes to be ſtellified: 

In Egypt temples made to be ſtalled, 

And God Serapis, atter he was called. 


The. bi. Chapter, 


COt Gryſiton that his membzes eate 
foz honger. 


phat all J waite of caſe hoꝛzible 
V OkSriliton, whöger fo coſtrapned 
T hat his life was to him elf odible 
An Theſſaly w indigence papned, 
And pyteouſly his fame was diſteyned 
When he lolde his daughter in leruage, 
Liriope whiche was but pong of age. 


By exchaunge of God to puruey thẽ vytayle; 
Ok very nede, he was ſo wo begon: 

He had nothing might his thirſt auayle, 
He ſlaũch his yoger, but gnawyng on a bone 


 Wherfoze he ate his membꝛes one by one, 


A pꝛynce, alas, was it not great pitie, 
Co ſe him dye in luche aduerſitie: 


We had allo read full many a day tofoze, 

The great baniſhment and perſecution 

Of Argiuois:how kyng Gelanoze 

Was cruelly put from his region, 

Ind his lieges of indignacion 

In his place they (et one Danaus, 

Sonne and alſo heyze to the God B _— 
e 


eh, 


The people of malyte did him ſo encomber, 
Ta cucreale his ſoꝛow and his aduerſitie: 
And kyfty daughters he had allo in number, 
And Edippus his bꝛother alſo pardy 

Had liftye ſonneg (the ſtoꝛies ye may ſe) 

It wene the whiche in lurety of honde 

In martage there was made a bonde. 


Uader the which compaſſed was treaſon, 
Cbuertly, though they did it hide, 

But it ye liſt haue cleare inſpection 

Ok this ſtoꝛy vpon cuery lide, 

Keade the legende of Cupide 

LObich that Chaucer in oꝛder as they ode, 
Coinpyled of women that were called good, 


Touchyng the ſt oꝛy of kinge Pandion 

And of his goodly fayze daughters twapne, 
Pow Tzeccus falſe of condicion 

Thein to deceiue did his buſy payne: 

Ticy bothe named of beauty ſouerayne, 
Goodly Pꝛogne, and yonge Philomene, 
Bothe innorcutes ok intent full cleane, 


Their piteous fall in open to expꝛelle, 
It were to me but a pꝛeſlumption, 
Spth that Chaucer did his bulmes 

In his legende as made is mencion, 
Their martyꝛdome and their paſſion 
Fo? to rehearſe them, did his buſy payne 
Is chieke Poete called of Bꝛytayne. 


Oc good women a boke he did wꝛite, 

The number vncomplete fully of ninetene: 
Ind there the ſtoꝛp plainelp he did endite, 

Ol Thereus, of Pꝛogne, andPhilomene, 
Where ye map ſe their legende, thus J mene: 
Do them woꝛchyp # foꝛth their lite hew 

Foz a tlere myꝛroꝛ betaule there be but fewe. 


J will paſſe ouer, and ſpeake of thẽ no moze, 

Ind vnto Cadmus kfoꝛthe my ſtyle dzeſſe; 

Ju my w2ytynge, ret it greueth me ſoꝛe. 

Touchynge women of fapeth oz ſtablenes 

Bleſſed be God J fynde none exteſſe, 

And foꝛ there be ſo fewe as thinketh me. 

The good choulde be had in moe depntie, 
Lenuope. 


His tragedy beareth to you wytneſſe, 
How Saturnus by diſpolition 
Maliciouſſy of his frowardaes, 

Cauſeth of Juno full great infection: 

She ok nature conueyeth the nature doun: 
The apꝛe infect whiche no man may luccour 
Cömeth death anoae, & al thing doth deuour 


The fyꝛſt bone 


Time fro Adam mine auctour dothe expꝛeſſe 
Do we to Memrothe by computation, 

His ſtile conuered by great auiſenes, 

From zoꝛoaſtes to kyng Pharaon: 

Ok two deluges he maketh mencion. 

In Teſſaly the vengeaunce gan laboure, 
And in Xchata Thebes to deuoure. 


pe haue ofheates hearde the exceſſe: 

Ok pꝛinces, pꝛynteſſes, full great deſtruction, 
Of Egiſtus the great wzetchednes, 

The fury of Thereus the wo of Pandton, 
Df'the two liſters the conluſion, 

And how their fate gan vpon them loure, 
Their kelicitie vnwarelp to deuoure. 


1 — pꝛinteſſes pour eyen do bp dꝛeſſe, 

meane the eyen of your diſcreſion, 

Se ofthis wozlde ß chaunge the doublenes, 

The great vnſurenes, the variacion, 

And aduert foꝛ all your great renowne 

Foztuns deweswhi they moſt lwetely hour 

Than is the falſeſt, your glozy to deuoure. 
The. viii Chapter. 

¶ How Jupiter rauiched Europa, how Cad 

mus was lent to letze her in diuers regions. 

He reherſal of many an olde poete, 

By dilcent the line conueyed downe: 

Next Saturnus the mighty kyng of 

Joue was crowned by ſucceſſion; (Crete, 

As next his heyze by pꝛocreacion 

After his father the lande to enherite, 

R aygning in Crete, as poetes liſt to wayte, 


One of the linage as J you tolde befozne 

Ok the Gods, moſt ſouerapne and entere: 
And though he were of bloude ſo high ybozne 
He choſe Europe foz to be his fere. 

And downe diſcended fro his heauenly ſpere, 
As he that was foz all his deitie, 

Surpꝛyled in hart with her great beauty. 


And che was daughter to a mighty kyng, 
Called Jgenoz by lineall diſcent, 

Whole mighty kigdom a ryal faire dwellyng 
Das in Phenice toward the oztent, 

And to Fraby his lande was adiacent: 
Farre by ſouth as ye may read and ſe, 
Toward the parties of the redde (ea, 


But Jupiter whanhe did aduert 

Ol Europa the great ſemelineſſe, 

He thought he was wounded to the hart, 
Unto the death,beholdyng her fapzenes. 
Ind foz his cõſtraynt a his moztall diũtreſſe 


eee 


Seyng che was ſo fayze in his lyght, 
He rauiched her of very fozce and might. 


But Agenoꝛ her owne father dere, 

Began on this caſe,full piteouſip complayne, 
When che, alas, moſt goodly and entere, 
Was him biraft whiche doubled al his paine, 
Recure was none, though he did pleyne, 
Tyll he remembꝛyng on his regaly, 
Thought he woulde ſende to alpy 


Dis konne Cadmus her to recure apene, 

Foz to ſrarche her in many a region: 

Where lo his labour wer fructuous oz baine, 
His father ſet him a fell condicion, 

Not to returne by none occaſion, 

And therupon made him to be bounde, 

Tyll þ he had the kinges daughter founde, 


He toke his chyps by great auiſenes, 

Ind began to ſayle in many a ſtraunge ſee: 
Did his labour and his bulines: 

With many a wozthy that were W him pꝛeue: 
But when that he ofreaſon did ſe 

(There was no meane foꝛ which that he was 
Fo: to accoplithe the fine of his entent, (lent 


With glad hart deuoyde of grutchyng, 
Seyng the caſe frowarde and contrary, 
Humble of his cheare toke his exilinge: 
And ofmanhode lift not him ſelfe diſpay2e, 
But with his meyne knightly gan repayʒe 
Towarde Grete, # piteouſiy there to lande, 
Ok Ippollo foꝛ to vnderſtande 


To what party that he might dzawe, 

He pꝛayed God to wyſhe him oz rede, 
Some token chewe oz ſome maner ſawe, 
Into what Ile that he myght him ſpede: 

£N: that he woulde graciouſiy him leade 
Where as he myght builde a citye 

That were accoꝛdyng to him t to his mepnie 


Ind to Ippollo he did ſacrifice, 

Ind made to him his oblation: 

The God requiryng goodly to deuile, 

To what lande oꝛ to what region, 

Foz his dwellyng and habitacion 

He ſhould dꝛawe withouten moꝛe obſtacle, 
Foz him and his to make his habitacle. 


Ind Cadmus thus befoze ꝓppollo ſtode, 
Knelyng among with full great reuerence: 
And in the temple of Delphos ſtyll abode 
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With hũble entendaunce a denout diligence, 
Mekely beſechyng by wozd oꝛ by ſum lentete 
That Xppoilo woulde to him vncloſe 

To what party he chould him ſelfe diſpoſe, 


This was his aunſwere in concluſion, 
Is the ſtatue to him did expꝛeſſe: 

To go and ſerche countreys enuy2on, 
And tyll he found, do his bulineſſe 

A bulle, that were excellent of fapzenes: 
Whiche by pzecept of Ippollos lawe, 
Dad neuer afozne in yoke yd2awe, 


Ind where that euer ſekyng that he fonde, 
I bull ſtande ſtyll in his paſture, 

Appollo bade vpon that ſame londe 
IDhcre as he ſeeth this ſyght of auenture, 
That he choulde do his buſy cure 

To builde a citye, he and his folkes all, 
And Boecia atter the Bulle it call, 


Ind whã that Cadmus þ pꝛecept bnderſtode 
Ind in ſearchyng did his buſines, 

He feunde a place where a bulle ode 
Feadyng hym ſelfe, whiche as by likeneg 
Was a place full pleaſaunt oflargeſſe: 
Where as he ſtynt, he gan a citye rayſe, 
Which the poetes greatly comend and pꝛaiſe. 


And ß his buildyng myght the moze auaple, 
All the fozeyns that did about him dwell, 
Full like a knyght, by foꝛce and by battaple 
Out of that countrey he did them expell: 
Rayſynge a citie whiche that did excell. 

Ind as Oude alſo recoꝛdeth the ſame, 
Unto thys day of Thebes beareth the name, 


And he was not onely glozified 

Foz rearyng vpofthis great citye, 

But he was allo magnified 

Foz his manhode,# his magnanimitie: 
And moſt commended if ye liſt toſe, 

Foz the lurmountyng # famous excellence, 
Whiche that he had in wyldome and ſcience, 


Fo2 as myne aucthour, ot him lift indite, 
Thꝛough his noble pꝛudent puruepaunce, 


He taught lygures a letters foꝛ to waite: 


And made lawes ol fuil great ozdinaunce, 
Among the Grekes,and ſet a gouernaunce 
Their vycious like by vertue to reſtrapne, 
And who outrated, was puniſhed vb the pain 


And of entent to encreaſe hys lynage, 


The ſirſt boke 


Ind his citye alſo foꝛ to multiplp, 

He toke a wife that was but pong okage, 
And the was called as bokes lpeciky, 
Hermpone:and touching her alye, 

Though that che were boꝛne of royall bloud, 
She was allo bothe ioly, fapze, and good. 


And this was done as waiteth mine auctour, 
After the death of woꝛthy Joſue: 
Sothonyell beyng ſucceſſour, 2 
Hauyng the leadyng and the ſoueraintie 

Of Jlraell, whan Thebes the citye 

Was founded firſt in the dayes olde, 

By kyng Cadmus,tofoze as J vou tolde, 


Foure daughters he had by his lyue, 

Full fay2e echone and goodly on to le: 

And their names to reherle blyue, i 
Semele was the eldeſt, and next Acthome 
The thirde in oꝛder was called Jnoe 

Ind Agane was yongeſt of them all, 

Of the whiche daughters thus it is bekall. 


They were echone of poꝛt and ok manere, 
Full well fauouted in eucry mans ſyght, 
Right womanly,and heauenly of their chere, 
And foz their beauty their father anone right 
As it was ſittyng, wyth all his full myght 
Like their eſtates,birthe,and alſo their age, 
Made the be wedded,and ioyned in mariage, 


To woꝛthy pꝛinces, his linage to auaunce. 
Ind they encrealed by pꝛocreation, 

Wherof the kynge had full great pleaſaunce: 
Ind great reioylyng in his opinion, 

To laue his lyne by generation, 

With his neuewes and colyns ok alpe, 

Fro dap to day, to ware and multiply, 


And this encreaſed his kelicitie, 

Whan he conſidered berely in dede 

The riche buildynge of his royall citye, 
And Foꝛtune did his bꝛydle leade 

To great riches, in bokes as J reade, 
To great nobles, hauyng great reſtdence, 
In his citye of moſte magnikicence. 


His daughter Semele recoꝛd ok mine auctoz, 
Though the dilcended were of the bloud ryal, 
To Jupiter che was paramoure: 

And byhis power ſuperceleſtiall, 

She conteiued in eſpeciall 

Is poetes ot her liſt to endite) 

Hun that is god ok grapes redde and white, 


Called Bachus:whiche hath the gouernaſice 
Of wynes all and the regaly: 

Whyerofafter was take full great vengeaũce, 
Foz when Juno did firſt eſpye 

Of Jupiter the great auoutrye, 

Of great hatred and enupous deſire, 

She made Semele to be bzent w lodayn fire 


By diſcendyng of a ſodayne leuine: 

And on Semele the vengeaunce downe wet, 
Fro Juno ielous, cleped quene of heauen, 
To wꝛeke her wꝛath purpolely pſent. 

Ind foꝛe the flame conſumed was and ſpent 
There was ok her lekt no remembzaunce, 
But of the ende the wokull moꝛtall chaunce, 


Allo Actheon the lonne of Fcthonte, 

To great miſchefes and infoztunes boꝛne 
Whole father called was Eriſte, 

Come ok the kinred that J you tolde tofoꝛne 
With cruell houndes alas he was to tozne: 
Foꝛ that he ſawe, as bokes of him tell 
Dpana naked, bath her in a well. 


And as Poetes remember at the leſt, 
Whan the ladyes of Thebes the citye, 
Helde of Bachus ſolemnely the feaſte, 

The ponger ſiſter called Agane, 

Daughter to Cadmus, alas it was pitie 
Fyenſt her owne ſonne deare, 

She was lo wode and moztall of her cheare 


Murderyng hym in full cruell wiſe 

In her rage:the was ſo furious 

Foꝛ he lough at the ſacrifpce 

In Thebes done by women to Bachus. 
The whiche ſonne was called Pantheug, 
Whom that che ſlewe W a charpe dart, 

In her wodenes, as che him founde apart, 


Thele great miſcheues fell in the lyne 

Df king Cadmus thzough his vnhappy chics 
Foꝛtune his nobleſſe gan vndermpne, 

And thought the would his glozy diſautauncs 
All wozldly gladnes is medled wegreuaunte. 
Experience in Cadmus ye may ſe, 

So impoꝛtable was his aduerlitie. 


Foz while he ſate moſt higheſt in his glozy, 
Ho part clipſed of his pꝛolperitie, 
His bzyght renowne and his royall memozy, 
In realmes ſpꝛedde, # many a farre coſitrey, 
= moſte wealfull in his high ſee, 

et his linage molt high in oe, 


hen 
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Than came Foꝛtune the falſe enchauntereſſe. 


Ok wilkulneſſe and founde occaſion 

Ayenſt Cadmus, and made his renowne dul: 
Ok his kynred by falſe colluſion, 
She gan away the bzyghteſt fethers yy 
And whan his chining was wart bp to Þ full 
After the chaunge of foztunes lawe; - 

His glozy gan diſcrece and withdzawe, 


It was moze greuous to his dignitie, 

A (odayne fall from his highnobleſle, 
Than if that he had neuer be | 

Set in the ſtate ofhig great wozthines: 
Foz the furious moztall heauines 

Ol his kinred without any moze, 
Would hane greued a poze man full ſoze; 


And amonge his ſoꝛowes euerychone, 

To rehearle playnly as it was, 

J dare affirme how that there was one 
Moſt hoꝛrible & d2cadfull in ſuch a caas: 
Fo: Cadmus ſonne called Ithamas, 

His lonne in lawe, thꝛough falſe melancoly, 
Fell ſodapnely into a frenely. 


Of whom the wife was called Jnoe, 
Cadmus daughter as pe haue heard expꝛeſſe 
Which thzough the cõſtraynt of his infirmitie 
In his rage and furious wodenes, 

Thought that his wyfe was a lyoneſſe, 

Ind in his wylde ymaginactons 

That his two childzen were allo two lyons. 


And vpon them kull loude he gan to erpe, 
Towarde his wife in haſte he came anone: 
And from her armes there was no remedy, 
The childe he rent, and on acraggy ſtone 
He gan to bꝛaſt it and bzeake it euery bone. 
The whiche childe Bochas wꝛiteth thus 
Full tender and pong called was Learchus. 


Andall this wofull and ſodaine aduenture, 
Ok this rage whan that che toke hede, 

As molt ſoꝛowfull of any creature 

Her other childe che hent anone foꝛ d2ede, 
Foꝛ of (uccour ſhe knewe no better ſpede, 
So as the might gan haſte out of his ſight. 
But welaway,as ſhe toke her to flyght 


Her huſbande came after purſuyng 

Like a woode Lyon in his crueltie, | 
Downe from a hill whiche was dependyng 
She and her childe fell into the lee, - 
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His liege men ol Thebes 
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Was it not ruthe, was it not pitye, 


A kings daughter her 102d i Thebes crouned 


He to be woode, and che loz feare d2ovned; 


Lo here the fine of Cadmus euery deale: 

His childꝛen ſlayne, and his allies all, 

And he hun lelfe from foztunes whele 
LOhan he wened leſte, full ſodaynly is fall. 
Y1s4ittle ſuger tempzed with moche gall: - 
Foꝛ among all his debe c PEPIgs 110 


zyne 
Made ayenſt him conſpiration, 


Put him in exile, and his wife alſo: 


His ſons ⁊ daughters bꝛought to deſtruction 


And to the encreaſe of his moztall wo, 


He and his wife compelled bothe two 
Foz very pouerte and very indigence 


In their laſt age to purchace their dilpence. 


Tt hus of Cadmus the ſoꝛowes to diſcriue; 
And his miſchiefe to put in remembzaunce: 
de baniſhed was twiſe by his lyue, 

irſt by his fathers cruell oꝛdinaunce 
Ok his liſter to make enquiraunce: 
And alder laſt in his vnweldy age 
He was compelled to holde his paſſage 


Out of Thebes, his wife and he alone, 

In ſoꝛow wepyng to accompliche their daies 
Into Jllery togither they be gone: 

Their pacience put at fell aſſapes, 

Whole bitternes felt none alaies, 

Alſo ot their ende, and vnhappy fate, 

Ne ok their death, J finde none other date. 


Saue that Ouide maketh mencion, 

And John Bochas the poete excellent 
Sap that two bzethzen,zethus and Amphton 
Out of Thebes by one aſſent, 

Haue this Cadmus into exile lent, _ 

Dis wyke alſo:after their high nobleſſe, _ 
To ende their life in ſoꝛow and wzetchednes, 


But the Gods of mercy and pitye, . - 
Whã they thẽ ſaw by foztune thus call doun, 
From their eſtates into great pouertie, 
Hauyng of them full great compaſſion, 
They made of them a tranſfozmacion, 
Of bothe twayne, them yeuyng altkeneſſe 
Ok letpentes, to liue in wyldernes, 


CTenuope. 
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The kyꝛſt boke 


868 eſtate map him ſelfe aſſure, 

Foꝛ to conſerue his life in ſikernes: 
What wozldiy toy may here long endure : 

Oz where ſhall men finde now ſtablenes, 
Sithe kinges # pꝛinces fro their high nobles 
{Reco2d of Cadmus) ben ſodẽly bzought low 
And from the whele of foztune ouerthzowe 


Wyo may ſuſtepne the pyteoug aduenture 
Ok this tragedy, by wꝛityng to expꝛeſſe: 

It is like to the chaunteplure 

Beginnyng with ioy, endyng in wꝛetchednes. 
Ali woꝛldly bliſſe is meinte with bitternes. 
The ſodayn chang therof may no man know 
Fo: who lytteth higheſt is loneſt ouerthzow. 


Was in this wozld yet neuer creature, 

(Reken vp pꝛinces foz all their hygh nobleſſe) 
But koꝛtune coulde enclyne them to her lure: 
Ind them enperiche though her frowardnes. 
Wherfoze ye lozdes, wall your great riches, 
Beware afoze o2 pe daunte in the rowe, 

Ol luch as foꝛtune hath fro her whele thꝛow. 


The. viii. Chapter. 
A pꝛoteſſe of Detes kyng of Colchos, Ja⸗ 
ſon, Medea, Theleus, Scilla, Nilus, 
and other mo. 


Dan John Bochas was moſt dili- 
To conſider the ſucceſſions (gent 
Ot lynages, with all his entent 
In his wꝛityng and dilcriptions, 
To compple the generations 
Ok many noble famous of eſtate, 
I meane okluche as were infoztunate, 


In his ſerchyng he founde not out a fewe 
That were vnhappy founde in their liupnge: 
To his pꝛelẽce anone there gan hym ſhewe 
A multitude, full piteouſly wepynge: 
Among whiche kull dolefully plapnyng, 
Came koꝛthe Oetes, ⁊ hath coplaynt begũne, 
Kyng ok Colchos, and lonne vnto the ſunne, 


Foz of Phebus which is bꝛyght and clere, 
Poeres wꝛite that he was ſonne and heyze, 
Betauſe he was lo myghty of poveer, 

So freche, ſo luſty. ſo manly and ryght fayꝛe: 
But of foztune he fell in great diſpayre, 
Curſyng his fate, and his deſtapne 

When Jaſon firſt entred his countrey againe 


By Pelleus ſent from Teſſalp, 


There to accoinpliſhe bp diligent labour 
The great empꝛiles thzough his chivalry, 
(If God andfoztune liſt do to him fauoure) 
That they might winne the excellent treaſour 
This is to meane, that he were ſo bolde, 

The ram to aſſail which bare ß flece of gold. 


This Jaſon thꝛough counlaile of Medee, 
Bp (ozcerp and incantacion, 

The bulle ſlough hozrible foꝛ to ſe, 

Ind vainquiſhed the venimous dꝛagon, 
The kyng diſpoyled of his poſſeſſion, 
Iccompliched with carectis and figures 
Of Colchos the dzeadful aduentuces, 


And afterwarde when he his purpoſe had, 
He left Oetes in full great diſpayze: 

And Medea foꝛth with him he lad, 

And her bzother, which was the kyngs heyze. 
But as J finde howe in his repayze 

Out of Colchos whan they gan remue 
Kinge Oetes after them gan ſue, 


Upon Jaſon auenged foz to be, 

Without taripng he folowed pꝛoudly: 

(The whiche thing when Jaſon did le, 

This Medea gan ſhape a remedy: 

She toke her bzother and ewe him cruelly, 
And him dilmẽbꝛed as bokes make minde, 
Ind piecemele in a felde behinde 


She ganhim caſt all beſpzeint with blonde, 
Wherof his father when he had a ſyght, 

Full pale of chere ſtill in the felde he ode, 
While che and Jaſon toke them vnto flyght, 
I trowe that tyme the moſt wofull wyght 
That was online, whan he did know 

His childe diſmembzed and abzode yſowe, 


Whiche cauſe was, alas, and welaway 
That he ſo ſtont as man diſconſolate, 

While that Jaſon fro Colchos went away: 
Ind Medea moſt infoztunate, | 
Was rote and ground ofthis moztall debate, 
Foz who ſaw euer, oꝛ redde of ſuche another, 
To laue a ſtraunger lift to ſlea her bzother 


Fozſoke her father, her countrey and kinred, 
Che lande emperiſhed through her robbery, 
Ok her woꝛchyp toke none other hede, 

Loue hath her bꝛought in ſuche a fantaſy, 
And while that che abode in Teſlalp, 

And with Jaſon did there ſoiourne, 
Shemade Elſon to youth returne, 


— 


A yarde Che toke that was dꝛie and olde, 
Ind with yer herbes and commixtions, 

Ohe made it boyle, in Ou. de it is tolde: 

And by charectes and incantacions, 

Ind with the craft of yer conturations, 

The yarde began to bud and bloſſome newe, 
Ind to beare trute and leaues freſhe of yew, 


Ind ſemblably with her confections, 

His olde humours lhe hath depured cleane: 
Ind with her luſty freche pocions, 

His empty lkynne tre. nblyng and right leane 
Pale and wanne that no bloude was ſene, 
But as it were a deadly creature, 

Ill this hath Ge tranſfozmed by nature. 


Made him luſtp, and frech of his courage, 
Glad of hart, liuely ot cheare and ſyght, 
Right well chered, and clere of his vyſage, 
Wonders deliuer both of foꝛce and myght: 
In all his members as weldy and as lyght 
Is euer he was, in the ſain? eſtate 

By craft of Medee he was lo alterate. 


Itter all this, apenſt kyng Pelleus 

She began to maligne, vncle vnto Jaſon, 
And ok enuy He pꝛoceadeth thus: 

The kings daughiers te dꝛaweth to her and 
Them counſayiyng that they Chould gone 
Unto their father, a playnly vnto hum lapne, 
If he deſired to be pong agayne, 


Full reſto2ed his fo2ce to recure, 

Ind therwithall in luſty age floure, 
She behight to do her buſy cure, 

Lyke his deſite to helpe and ſocoure: 
Ind in this matter ſo crafty laboure 
Fynally ſtande in the ſame caſe, 

To be made ponge as his bꝛother was. 


Touchyng whiche thing foꝛ moꝛe euidence, 
This Medea hath to the daughters tolde 
Ok entent to peue the moꝛe credence, 

She dade thẽ take a ramme 5ᷣ was right old 
And wyth a knyfe foꝛ to be ſo bolde 

To ſlea the beaſt befoze them there he ſtode, 
And in a veſlell dzawe out the olde bloude. 


Fullye affirmyng like as it were true, 
That he chould be a lambe agayne. 

Fo: che by craft would his bloude remue 
In ſuch wiſe by euidens plapne, 

T bat of elde no token ſhoulde be ſeyne, 
In all his membzes as luſty and entere 
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Is was a lambe eyned of one pere. 


Ind here vpon in ſuche ſleyghty wiſe, 
She began a p2oceſſe of fall falſe tteaſon: 
The liſters made vpon the lambe to pꝛactiſe, 
Dꝛewe out his bloude, like her entencion: 
Ind che by craft of falſe illuſion, 

Blent their eyen bp apparauncein vayne,. 
The olde Ram to ſeme a lambe agapne. 


Thus Medea by her ſlepght compaſſyng 
Ok enup, and venemous hatred, 

Extited hath the ſiſters in woꝛkruge, 

Ayenſt their father moztally to pꝛocede: 

Ww ſharpe kniues thei made their father blede 
Imiddes the hart, thzoughout euer vapne, 
Suppolyng the ſely ſiſters twapne 


That Pelleus renued Goulde be 

To pouth apen, ot foꝛce and of ſubſtaunce, 
But finally by treaſon of Medee, 

He loſt his life, ſuche was his wofull chaũce: 
She this wꝛought onely fo2 vengeaunce, 
A's rote and grounde of this cruell dede, 
Apenſt the nature of all womanhede. 


Suppolyng in her opinion, : 
That the death greatly Goulde pleaſe 

Ok Pellius, vnto her lozde Jaſon, 
Thꝛough great encreale ſet his hart at caſe: 
But it rebounded vnto his diſeaſe, 

That finally Jaſon her fozſoke, 

Foꝛ her offence, and he his way toke 


Into Coꝛynth to the kynge Creon, 

Whole daughter Creuſa fozher great beauty 
Was afterwarde wedded to Jaſon: 

But whaͤ this wedding was knowẽ toMede 
Caſt ſhe woulde theron auenged be: 
Began to conſpyꝛe ot malice and enup, 

Ind through her magpke and her lozcery 


In kull great haſte gan to oꝛdayne 
Auttle coffer, onelp of entent: 

And by her yonge fayze ſonnes twayne, 
With other iewets che hath it (ent 

Unto Creuſa makyng a pzeſent, 

Whiche of malyce che liſt to diſpoſe: 
That whan Creuſa the coffet did vnelole 


The lyꝛe bꝛaſt out a full large ſpace, 
Bꝛent Creuſa by full great vpolence: 
Set a fyze playnely all the place, 


By enchauntment there was no teliſtence. 
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Il went a fire that was in her pzeſence, 
By vengeaunce did full great domage. 
But whan Jaſon this fire ſawe in his rage, 


And conſidered the malice of Medee, 
Thought he woulde do execution, 

Foz to puniſhe the great iniquitie, 

Apenſt him compalſed of treaſon: 

Foz the of vengeaunce apenſt all reaſon 
After that Creuſa conſumed was and bzent, 
Her owne lonnes whylom that che lent 


Without ruth oz womanlpy pitys 

She falſly murdꝛed:the childꝛen that che bare 
(Litze a ſtepmother auenged foꝛ to be) 

Cut their thzotes, oꝛ that they were ware, 
Apenſt nature, there was none other (pare: 
But foꝛ hatred che had vnto Jaſon, 

After this murder the fled awap anone, 


So eſcapyng his indignation. 

By craft of magtke ſhe went at libertie 

To Athens, and in that region 

She wedded was vnto the kyng Ege: 

Not longe after a ſonne by him had che, 

The which child, mine auctour telleth thus, 
Ikter Medea, called was Medus. 


After whoſe name the famous region 
Pnamed was, which called is Mede. 
But folowpng euer her olde condicion, 
This Medea voyde of chame and dzead, 
Compaſſed hath of wtilfull falſe hatred 
That Theſeus the lonne of kyng Ege, 
With newe poyſon ſhall deuoured be. 


But Theſeus full like a manly knyght 

In repayzyng home to his countrey, 

Ok high pꝛudente alpied anone ryght 

The moꝛtall vengeaunce, the great crueltie, 
Ok this tepmother, dohiche ok enmitie 
Concluded hath in her entencion 

Him to deſtroy vnwarelp, with poyſon, 


Her hart of malice, cruell, and hoꝛrible 

As che that was with treaſon euer alied, 
Whan that che ſawe her purpoſe moſte odible, 
By king Egeus fully was aſpted, 

She hath her hart and wittes newe applied 
As in their bokes poetes haue compiled, 
Apen to Jaſon to be reconciled, 


She fled away foꝛ feare of Theſeug, 
Leſt he would done on her bengeaunce: 


The firſt boke 


Ind finally as wꝛiteth Ouidius, 

And moꝛall Sencke concladeth in ſentaunce 
In his tragedies makyng remembꝛaunce 
Howe Medea, like as poetes ſayne, 

Unto Jaſon reſtozed was agapne. 


Q ouchyng the ende of their furious diſcozde 
Poetes make therofno mencion, 

Neither tell no meane how they fyll accozd, 
But if it were by incantation: 

Whiche lo well coulde turne bp ſo down 
Sondꝛp thinges of lone and ofhatred, 

Ind in Bochas ok her nomoze J read. 


Saue whan the had fulfilled her purpoſe, 
Mine aucthour telleth that Jaſon # Meds 
Reſtoꝛed haue ayen bnto Colchos 

Her father Oetes, and from his pouertie 
Bꝛought him apen into his ropall ſee: 

And to his crowne by fozce they him reſtoze, 
Touching his ende, ol him find J no moꝛe. 


Thus his foꝛtune hath turned to and fro, 
Firſt lige a kyng hauyng tul great riches; 
After liuyng in pouertie and wo, 


Spthen re ſtoꝛed to his woꝛthines. I 


Thus euer ſoꝛow is meint with gladnes, 
(Who can aduert) in all wozldly thing, 
Recozdof Mynos the noble wozthy kyng, 


To whom FJ mult now my ſtple delle, 
Folowyng the traces of Bochaſius. 

The wiche Mynos, as Ouid doth expzeſſe, 
Touchyng his byzth he woꝛiteth playnly thug 
That he was manly, wile,and vertuous: 
Sonne by dilcent of I upiter the great, 

Ind of Europa, bozne to be heyze of Crete. 


And ofhis perſon wonders delitable, 

Full renowmed of wiſdoms,and ſcience, 
By diners titles oflaude commendable, 

Df byzth,ofbloud,of knighthode a pzudence, 
Foz by his ſtudy and entyze diligence, 

He founde firſt lawes — on reaſon, 
herby of Crete the famoug region 


Gouerned was, and ſet in ſtablenes, 

All iniuries and wꝛonges to refoꝛme 

Made ſtatutes, extoꝛcions to repꝛeſſe: 

Ok right wilenes they toke the firſt foꝛme. 

And that eche man choulde him confozme 

Like their degrees, ſubiect and ſouerapne: 

Chat no man had a matter to OO 
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He made his lieges to liue in quiete, 

Cleare ſhinyng in his ropall nobleſſe, 

With (wozd and ſceptre, ſittyng in his lete: 
And while he floured in his wozthines, 

He toke a wife of excellent fapzenes, 
Doughter to Phebus, in Bochas pe map le, 
Ind ſhe was called faire Paſiphae, 


And her father by reco2d of wityng, 
In his time was holden full famous: | 
Ok the ple of Rhodes he was loꝛde and kyng, 


And in his dayes ofpozt full glozious, 


Right pꝛoude in armes and victoꝛious, 
Takyng witnes of Methamoꝛpholeos, 
Dis daughter had thze childzen by Mynos. 


The firſt a ſonne called Indzoge, 

Ind afterward full faire daughters twapne, 
Ryght goodly and womanly on to le: 

But like as foꝛtune did foꝛ them oꝛdapne, 
They felt them ſelues in trouble and in payn, 
The one called Ariadne, # Phedza the other, 
Folowyng their fate it might be none other. 


Andꝛogeus by kyng Mynos was ſent 
Fo2 he ſhould p2ofite in cleargy, 


To Athens, ok vertuous entent 


There to ſtudy in philoſophy: 

And foꝛ he began to encreaſe and multtply, 
And paſſe all other by ſtudy in learnyng, 

And to excell his felowes in cunnyng, 


They ok enup und falſe malite, alas, 

Made ayenſt him a conſpiration: 

And from a pinacle ſacred to Pallas. 

Ol ful great heigth thei made him tũble doun 
Foz which iniury, Bochas maketh mencton, 
His father Mynos auenged fo2 to be, 
Laped a great power about the citie. 


He caſt him fully Þ no man choulde him let, 
But that he woulde do cruelly bengeaunce: 
Ind rounde about ſo ſoꝛe he them beſet, 
With men of armes and with his ozdinaunce, 
That finallye he bzought them to vttraunce. 
And them conſtrayned within alittle ſpace, 
Their like, their death, lubmitten to his grace, 


But while they made apenſt him reſiſtence, 
Suppolyng his power to withſtande, h 
Nilus that was kyng of Megarence, 
Apenſt Mynos their party toke on hande: 
And oft times as ye ſhall vnderſtande, 
Whan kyngMynos did the citye aſlaple, 
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Nilas within with myahty apparaple 


Upon the walles ſtode in his defence, 

Phan that Mynos full like a manly knrght, 
Fought without, with ſturdy vyolence: 

Like Mars him ſelfe in ſteie armed bꝛyght. 
Wherof whan Scilla once had a ſyght, 
Daughter to Nylus aduertyng his pꝛowes, 
Inone foz lone che fell in great diſtreſſe. 


She was ſuppꝛiled with his high nobleſſe: 
His manly foꝛce expert manptoide, 

Set Scilla in great heauines, 

Foz loue of Mynos in Poeteg it is tolde, 
Made her hart pꝛeſume and be bolde, 
Firſt her lite to put in ieopardy 

Her fathers life, the citpe, the cleargy. 


From her hart loue hath ſet aſide, 

Apenſt nature, her bloude and her kynred, 
And all frend@yp from her gan deuide: 
And of her woꝛchyp ſhe toke no maner hede. 
Loue made her cruel! ayenſt all womanhede, 
Firſt her hart ſo ſoꝛe ſet a fire, 

Her fathers death falſely to conſpyze, 


Fo2 kyng Mynos beyng a Craungere 
Was ſo empꝛynted in her opinion, 

Ok creatures there ſtode none ſo nere, 

And foꝛ his ſake by full falie treaſon, 

She compaſſed the de ſtruction 

Firſt other father, and than ol the titre. 
So ſtraunge a thing alas how myght it be, 


That a woman of peres pong and tender, 
Coulde ymagen ſo marueylous a thing: 
But it falleth that creatures ſlender, 
Under face ofangelike lokynge, | 
Ben very wolues outwarde in wozkynge, 
Allo vnder coloure of their poꝛt feminine, 
Some ben found very ſerpentpne. 


Lambes in ſhewyng, chadowed w mekeneg, 
Cruel as Tygres, who doth to them offence: 
Ok humble chere pzetendyng a likeneſſe, 
But wo, alas what harme doth apparencee 
What damage doth counterfaite innocence: 
Under a mantell chzoude of womanhede, 
Whan fayned falſenes doth the bzydlcledez 


Foz this Scilla the kynges daughter dere, 
n whom he ſet his whole affection, 
is hartes toy,his pleaſaunce moſt cntere, 
His wozldly bliſſe, his conſolation, 
Ci. But 


But he all turned to his confuſion, 
Not like a daughter, but like a ſozcereſſe, 
His death copalled the tozy beat eth witnes. 


Her father had a fatall heer that hone 
B2yghter then golde, in which he did aſſure, 
Wanly to fight ayenſt his moztall fone: 

Fo: in his head wohile it did endure, 

Ye Qould vainquiſhe and recure, 

And though his knighthode to his encreſe of 
Jncuery quarel wyn the victozy. (glozy 


But wha kyng Nyſus her father lay a lepe, 
Upon a night parcell afoze day, 

Full ſecretely oz that he toke kepe, 

The heere of golde this Scilla cut away: 
And vnto Mynos armed where he lay, 

She him pzeſented thzough her oꝛdinaunce, 
Ol kalſe entent him foz to do plealaunce. 


But in this matter like as waiteth Ouyde 
Methamoꝛphoſeos, who lo taketh hede, 

Yer father ſleping, che knelyng by his lide 
Toke a (harpe kmfe without teare oꝛ dꝛeade, 
While he lay naked, ſhe carft atwo his head: 
Ind ſtale away of full falſe entent, 

Ind to kyng Pynos þ head che doth pꝛeſent. 


And in her commyng to his pꝛeſence, 

Der fathers head when che aloe him laped, 
Nothing aſhamed of her great offence, 
Unto Wynos thus che did obzayed, 

And with bolde chere euen thus the (ated: 
My lo2de(quod che) w luppoꝛt of your grace, 
Peueth to m tale, lealure, time and ſpace, 


Certes my loꝛde, loue hath excyted me 

Ind conſtrapned to this cruell dede, 

To flee my father, deſtrope my citie, 

To koꝛget my woꝛchpp, foꝛſake womanhead: 
Jud made me hardy to make my father blede 
Thinges hozrible thus haue J vndertake, 
Foꝛ to accomplyſhe, onely foz your ſake. 


Py lelfe dicherited foꝛ loue of pour perſone, 
alled in my countrey a falſe traytozeſſe; 
-i({conſolate,ſtale away alone, 

I new diffamed,and named a maiſtreſſe 
Ok falſe murder: J bzyng a great witnes, 
My fathers head and his deadly vyſage, 
Apenſt nature to further your voyage. 


:Vherfoze I pꝛay that yeliſt aduertiſe, 
Jad conlider like a gentle knyght, 


The fy:ſt boke 


How J foz lone to warde pour great empzyſe 
Ind to great furtheryng alſo of your right 
Haue firſt my father depꝛiued of his mygyt, 
Raft him his life, diſpoyled his riches, 

To do pleaſaunce to your high nobles, 


Ind nothing aſtze J vnto my guerdon, 
Neither to my rewarde that may auaple, 
But that J might haue full poſſeſſion 

Ok your perſon moſt wozthy in battaple: 
Fox there is no treaſure h might counteruaple 
To my deſire, as that you woulde in dede 
Goodly accept me and my womanhede, 


pe may me laue and [pyll with a wozde, 
Wake moſt glad, and moſt dolozous: 

'J not require ofyou my ſouerapne loꝛde 
But that ye would be to me gracious, 

Foz bloud,and kinne, and my fathers houſe, 
Ill left behinde, ik pe liſt aduert, 

And vndeparted peue to pou m hert. 


Which to your highnes ought ynough ſaffiſe, 
All thing conſideredin your royall eſtate: 
Conceiued alſo how in vncouth wile 

Foz your loue J ſtande deſolate, 

Saueof your mercy fulldiſconſolate: 

Here is all and ſome,your loue J bye ſo ſoze 
But ye do grace, J can ſay you no moze, 


And whan the had her tale tolde knelyng, 
With a maner of pzetence of womanhede, 
Ok all her treaſon a poynt not cõcelyng: 
The king aſtonied of her hozrible dede, 


By great aduile peyſed and toke hede, 


It was not littyng to pzynce noz to kyng 
To do fauour to ſo frowarde a thing. 


With troubled hart and with a face pale, 

His loke vp caſt, ſaped: God foꝛbede 

That euer in Cronicle, in ſtoꝛp, oz in tale, 
That any man ſhould of Mpnos reade 

How he (uppozted lo venemous a dede: 
Fauour a woman, alas, and well away, 
Whiche llough her kather, whan he in bed lap e 


But fo2 your hatefull and bnkynde rage, 
Ipꝛape the gods echone,and Saturne, 

Foz to take bengeaunte on pour falſe outrage 
Euery where, whither ve do returne: 

And euerp place where as ye lotourne. 
Lande and ſea ſhoꝛtly to expꝛeſſe, 


(They ben enfect with your curledneſſe. 
Pour 


Pour owne mouth your outrage doth accuſe, 
And your actes ben ſo abhominable 

That pour giftes fully J do refuſe: 

They ben ſo frowarde,and ſo repꝛouable, 
That your perſone diſnaturell and vnſtable, 
Within my courte it were a thinge not faire, 
That ye Qhoulde abyde,oz haue repaire. 


Pe be (0 hateful on euery ſide 

And contrarious of condicion , 

J pꝛaye Tellus which oferth is gide, 
And to Neptunus J make this oꝛiſon, 
As ferre as ſtretcheth their dominacion, 
Under the bound of their regaly, 

I dwellinge place that they to you deny, 


Whan Minos had his anſwere thus deuiſed, 
On reaſon grounded and equite: 

Ind Scilla lawe howe che was diſpiſed, 
Knewe no partie, paſlage, ne countre, 

To finde ſocour whether ſhe might ſtye. 
But dilpeired lyke a traitoureſſe, 

To warde the lee anone che gan her dꝛelle 


To entre the water plainly ik he mighte, 
Foz very chame her ſelfe foz to chꝛoude: 
Ind whan the goddes thereof had a ſight, 
They turned her, as they Þ might a coude 
In to a quaile, foꝛ to ſing loude. 

Her father Niſus they dyd alſo tranſmewe 
In to a ſparhauke the quaile to purſue, 


This was the ende of Niſus a Scille, 
And afterwarde of Fthenes the toune, 
Was yelded vp to ſtandeat the will 

Df kinge Minos: with this condicion 
Euery pere. by reuolucion, 

They of the citie hould not delay 

Nyne of theyz chyldzen foz a tribute pape. 


This was by Minos the impolicion 

Upon Athenes, and of very dꝛede 

(They obeyed,as made is mencton, 

And their childzen pere by pere thep lede 

In to Crete, the Minotaur to fede: 

Unto this monſtre ozdeyned foz repaſt, 
Which at their coming deuoured were in halt. 


But oz that J fozther do pꝛocede 

In this mater, wyl do my cure 

To declare if ve lyſt to take hede, 

Ok this monſtre to tell the engendzure, 
Uncouth to heate and ayenſt nature: 

Foz by the waitynge of Ouidius, Thys 


of John Bochas. 


Leaf.rit, 
Thys vgly beaſte was engendꝛed thus. 


In Yethamozphoſeos the maner ve map ſe, 
= had a bulle of greate fayzenes, 

hite as milke,and the quene Paſiphae 
Loued him ſo hote, the ſtoꝛy bereth wytnes: 
Ind Dedalus dyd his bulines, 
By ſubtell craft, and made his gynnes ſo * 
That ayenſt kinde with her he had to do. 


Ind conceyueda beaſt monſtruous, 

That was departed, halfe bull, halfe man: 
And as the pocre by wꝛitinge techeth vs, 

Ok al Minotaures thus the name began. 
And Dedalus not longe after, whan 

This moſtre was by the quene fozth bzought, 
This lubtle wozkmã hath an houſe yw2zoght 


Called Laberinthus, diners and vncouth, 
Full of w2ynkels and of ſtraungenes, 

Ugly to knowe which is nozth oz ſouth, 

O2 to what parte a man Could hym dzeſſe: 
Folkes were there blent w furious derines, 
Who that entred, his retourne was in vepn, 
Wythout a clewe foz to relozt ageyn. 


Of Minotaurus thys was the habitacle, 
Lyke a pꝛiſon made foz turmentry: 

Fo: dampned folke a paynefull tabernacle, 
Fo: all that lay there in ieoperdp, 

The monſtre muſt denoure them, and defy, 
And ſpecially was oꝛdayned thys turment, 
Fo: all that were doun from Ithenes lent, 


But in this mater ſome folke vary, 

And afferme how that quene Paſtphae 

Ok kyng Minos loued a lecretarye, 

Called Taurus, in Bochas ye map le: 

And thus the kinge koꝛ all his ryalte 
Dilceiued was: ſoꝛ who may any whyle 
Him ſelfe pꝛelerue, where women lyſt begilee 


Foz by this Taurus, Bochas bereth witneg, 
Nuene Paliphae had a childe full faire, 
Minos not knowing by no likenes, 

But the chude was boꝛne to be his heire. 
His truſt was good, he fell in no dilpairer 
Fo: ſome hulbandes, as poetes haue copiled, 
Whych moſt aſſure, ratheſt ben begiled. 


Innocentes can not deme amps, 
Namely of wiues that ben founde true: 
Clerkes may wꝛite, but doutles thus it 18, 
Ok their natgre the? loue may ger :2we, 
un. 
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Stedkaſt of hert, they chaunge not their hew, 


Hautes beſt pzcued lũtime a chek can make, 
pet for a faute, the foule is not foꝛſa ke. 


Of this mater voꝛyte J wpll nomoze: 
But aye the tribute and ſeruage of the toun 
P2ccedeth foꝛth, they coſtreyned were lo loze, 
E yhke as their lot turned vp and doun: 
Foꝛ there was made none excepcion 

high ne lowe, neyther ſoure ne lwete, 
But as it fell, they were ſent into Crete, 


The ſtatute was (only rigoꝛous, 

They toke their ſoꝛt as it came aboute: 

Tyll at the laſt it fell on Theſeus, 

That he mought go foꝛth amonge the route, 
Kkrng Egeus lon, beynge in great dout 
Touchig his life, which might not be ſocoꝛed, 
But that he mult wyth other be deuoured. 


Which Theſeus foꝛ hys woꝛthyneſſe, 

Ind of his knighthode koꝛ hys great encreſe, 
Thꝛough manly fozce and foz his pꝛowes, 
Somtpme was called the ſeconde Hercules: 
Among Amaſones he put hym lelle in pzcle, 
Wedded Jpolita,as bokes ſpecifpe, 

The hardy quene called of Feminpe. 


And afterwarde to Thebes he is gone, 
Volpe the ladyes in eſpeciall, 

Which that cõpleined vpon the king Creon, 
Which the diſtroubl?d,!pke their eſtate rial 
To holde and halowe the feſtes funerall 

Ok their loꝛdes, quenes, and pꝛince es, 

Of witfely truth to hewe their kyndneſſes, * 


Foz whan thys duke the maner had ſene, 
And of Creon the great iniquite, 

To the ladyes he made deliuer apene 
The loꝛdes bones, ot ruth and of pyte: 
pet in his pouth out of this cite, 

He was deliuered by ſtatute ful odible 
To be deuoured of this beaſt hoꝛrible. 


He gothe to p2iſon fo2 all his ſemelyneſſe, 

Is the ſtatute felly dyd oꝛdepne: 

But ok ruth and tender gentylnes 

Hym to pzeſerue from that deedly payne 

Ok king Minos ß goodly doughters twaine 
Artadne ſhope a remedie, 

And feire Phedꝛa, that he ſhoulde not dre. 


The firſt boke 


By them he lcaped, whereof he was ful faine, 
Led them worth hym towarde his tountre: 
And by the waye deuoyde of all pyte, 
Ariadne ful falſely he hath fozſake, 

Apenſt his ſuraunce, a Phedza he hath take, 


In myddes the ſea he lelt her in an yle, 
Towardes no partye ſhe kne we no declpne: 
She wepeth, che crieth, alas the hard while, 
Fo: ok her fate thys was themoztall fyne: 
That foꝛ pite, Bachus the god of wyne 
(Toke her to wife, whole croune of ſtones fine 
Doth nowe in heauen with. ix.ſterres chynt. 


Thus of Theſeus pe may beholde and ſe 

To Friadne the great vnſtedfaſtnes, 

The great bntruth,the mutabilite, 

The bꝛoke aſſuraunce, a the newe fanglenes: 
But ſely women kepe their ſtedfaſtnes. 
Euer vnkouled, ſaue ſumtyme of theyz kinde, 
They muſt the puruey whan men be vnkind, 


Of Theſeus J can no moꝛe nowe lapne, 

In this matter to make of hym meme zy: 
But to kyuge Minos J wypll reſozt againe, 
To tel! howe foztune euer falſe # tranſitozy, 
Jn what poyntes defaced hath his glozy, 
Fyꝛſt of eche one, Bochas doth ſpecifye, 

Of Paſiphae the foule aduoutry, 


Which was his wpfe, ⁊ ſtode wel ĩ his grace, 
To his pleaſaunce he was molt ſoueraine, 
But a cloude of a (mall treſpace 

Made her loꝛde at her dildapne: 

But he of wyſdome bare pzenily his paine. 
Foz in ſuche taſe, this is my ſentente, 
Let pzudent huſbandes take them to paciice, 


On other thynges Ppnos gan alſo coplaine, 
Dauynge in hert thereoffull great greuaiice; 
That he lo loſt his fayzedoughters twayne, 
And Minotaurus flayne wyth milchaunce, 
Alſo to hym it was a great greuaunce 

(That Theſeus was gone at liberte, 

And from all tribute deliuered hys cite. 


It greued him allo in countinaunce # there 
That Theſeus Ariadne fozſoke: 

It liked him alſo not the manere 

Vnto his wyfe that he Phedꝛa toke. 

Ind pet thys Phedza,lyke as ſayth my boke, 


Thꝛough their helpe he hath p moſtre llaine, Had twolonnes by this Theſeus 


That was d2edful and vgly koz to le: 


Firſt Demophoon and next Intiochus. 210 
Alle 


* * * * Ar A vo SI 4 


» 
RC, OE TITTY oo NN © HR WV 


* 


- * 5 _ F k p 7 
att? Lani Act ed Od ies. „ 


* o * 4 4 . : 


Alſo Theſeus after gan hym dzawe, 
Towarde Cecile, in ſtele armed clene: 
With Peritheus, in armes his felaws 
Foz to raupſhe Pꝛoſerpina the quene: 
But of entent Phedza ful vnclene, 
Loued her ſtepſonn,called Jpolitug, 
But foz he was to her daungerous 


And to her luſt froward and contrarp, 
In his appoꝛt not goodly ne benigne, 

Of her falle entent anon che gan to vary, 
Apenſt hym full felly to maligne: 

And to her pꝛince ot many token and ligne 
Ok womanhede, che poke accule, 

Der auoutry falfly to e. 


Who ſayth that women can not ymagyns 
Jn their deffence tales vntrue, 

To their deſire if men liſt not enclyne, 
Neither on their feyned falſe wo to rue: 
Anon they can compaſſe thynges new, 
Fyche and finde out of their entencion, 

A couert cloude to ſhadowe their traiſon. 


She hath accuſed ponge Jpolitus 

Ok falſe auoutrye in hys tende age: 

Tolde and affirmed to duke Theleus, 
With ful bolde chere, and ful piapne viſage, 
Howe he purpoled foz to do outrage, 

O nly by fozce her beaute to oppꝛeſſe, 

Het loꝛde beſeching,to refozme and dzeſſe 


The great iniquitie done to his wife 

Whyle he was abſẽt, foꝛ thing Þ bare charge. 
Wyues of tales ſomtyme ben inuentife 

To ſullre their tonges falſly flyen at large, 
But folkes Þ liſt of domage the diſcharge, 
Of luch accuſyng ne take they none hede, 
Tyll the truth be tried out in dede. 


— nothynge of wpues that ben good, 
eyther of women Þ flouren in innocence: 
Foz god fozbede and the holy roode, 

But men ſhould do due reverence 

(To their nobleſſe and their excellence: 
Declare their bounte, ⁊ their vertue ewe, 
Ind thẽ cheriſhe, becauſe there be but fewe, 


Touching the accuſing ayenſt Jpolitus, 
Though ik ſo were that it was fals in dede, 
Pet he foz chame and fere of Theſeus 

As in the ſtoꝛy ye may behold andrede, 
In his hert he caught amaner dzede 

That he alas thys ſelp ponge knight, 


of John Bochas. 


Leaf.rit, 
Fled a withdzewe hi out of hys fathers ſight, 


Yys indignacion playnly foz to eſchewe 
Though by deſert, in him there was no lacke: 
Ok hall dꝛede as he gan remewe 

Oz in a chare, oꝛ on hoꝛſe backe, 

His hozle afrayde, there fel a ſodeine wꝛacke: 
Doun fro a roch pendaunt as pe chall lere. 
He and his chare were dzowned both in fere, 


Thus bngilty in his mol [uſty youth, 

He was conueied to his diſtruction: 

The ſclander conſpired as it is wele couth 
By falſe Phedza:but in concluſion, 

(The ſclander turned to her confuſion. 

Foz whan the wyſt Jpolicus was dede 
Thzough her defaut,anon foz thame a dꝛede 


She toke a ſwerde full harpe ygrounde, 
And therewithall the raft her hert atweine. 
Lo hoe þ vẽgeaũce woll euer apen reboũde, 
On them that falſely do their buly peine 

To ſclaunder folke:foz like as they o2deins 
With their diffames other folkes to wpte, 
God at laſt their malice can aquite, 


But ſome bokes of Phedza do recoꝛde 

That ſhe achamed and confuſe of this dede, 
Hing her lelfe vp full high with a cozde: | 
Lo how falſe ſclaunder can quite folkes mede, 
Wherefo:e I counſaple euery man take hede 
In luch maters as ſtande vncertaine, 
From haſty langage his tonge to refraine. 


Amonge theſe ſtoꝛies wokul fox to rede, 

Ali beſpꝛent with teares in his face, 

Full ſodenly Jhon Bochas gan take hede 
In middes the pꝛeaſe 3iſara came to plate: 
Ind howe that foztune gan alſo to manace 
(This pꝛoud dutze, full myghty and notable, 
Ot kyng Jabyn called the great conſtable, 


Ok his hoſt, leder and gouernour: 


To Iſraell very moztall ko. 

Dith people he rode lykea conquerour, 
Ind where that euer his meyny dydgo, 
Che earth quoke, people dꝛedde him o: 
Fled fro hys face where as he came a ferre, 
Nyne hundꝛed waynes he had foz the wer, 


Strogly inarmed w hokes made like ſithes; 

Wyo p appꝛoched to mayme # to wounde: 

Foz this tirant of cuſtome oftlithes 

Pad great delite the Jewes to — 0 
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The kyꝛſt boke 


And all tho that his werde hath found, 
Bpnge Jabyn bad, pꝛinte of Canaan, 
In J\rael to ſpare childe ne man. 


This ziſara was ſent to be their ſcourge 


By goddes luffraunte their linnes to chaſtile, 


Their olde offences to puniche d to purge, 
As a flagell many ſondꝛy wple, i 
But whan of reaſon they gan better deuile, 
And foꝛ their trelpates to fall in repentauice, 
God gan wdawe the hand of his vengeatice, 


Fot in their miſchefe they gan their loꝛde to 
Felynge the pꝛicke ok his punicion: (knowe 
Ind mercy than hath vnvent the bowe 
Ofbys fell yꝛe and caſtigacion, 

To God they made their inuocarion, 

Jad he them herde in their moztal dzede, 

In Judicum the ſtoꝛpe pe may rede, 


Howe in the whyle that this zilara 

Shope hym of newe the Jewes to oppꝛeſſe, 
Ja their defence god ſent them Delboꝛa, 

A p2opheteſſe , the ſtoꝛy bereth witnes, 

To peue the counleil, their armeis to dꝛeſle: 
And by the ſpirite of her pꝛopheſie, 

Foz to wythſtande the great tyzannye 


Ok 3tſara, whych was diſcended doun 
With a great hoſt into the felde repeired: 
But Delboꝛa of high diſcrecion, 

Whan that the ſawe the Jewes diſpeired, 
Ind foꝛ to fight their cozrages ſoze apeired, 
She made them firſt deuoutly in that dzede 
To crye to god to helpe them in their nede. 


She was their judge a their gouernes 
Chefe of their counlaill, and ofcuſtome ſhe 
Cauſes dependinge of great auyſenes, 
Tat ſtode in dout, by dome of cquitie, 
She tried them out vnder a palme tre: 

Ind was not haſty no mater todetermyne, 
Tyll che the parties afoze dyd exampne , 


And whan that Ge herd of the cominge 

Ok 3ilara wyth full great puiſſaunce, 
That was conſtable of that mighty king, 
Called Jabyn, wyth al his ozdinaunce, 
Upon Jewes fo2 to do vengeaunce: 

This Delboꝛa gan pꝛudentiy entende, 
{The Jewes party, by wyſdome to defende, 


She bad Barach,her huſbande, anon ryght, 
Of Nemptalym.x.M.with him take, 


Apenſt ziſara to kyght foꝛ their ryghte, 

And that he ſhoulde a great enarme take. 
But he fox dzede thys iournep gan fozlatze, 
Ind durſt not apenſt him tho werrey 

But the were pꝛeſent. and lyſt hym to conuey, 


Wel wel quod che, lyth it ſtandeth ſo 

That of wantruſt ye haue a maner dzede, 

IJ wyl iny ſelfe gladly wyth pon go, 

Pou to ſuppoꝛt in this great nedes _. 
But truſteth fully as ye ſhall fynde in dede, 
That a woman, with laude, honour. x glozye 
Shal fro you wyn the pꝛice of this victozy. 


It folowed after ſothly as ſhe ſapd: 
JFuilely che made her oꝛdinaunce. 

And the chefe charge on her ſelfe che lapde, 
Is pꝛinteſſe of Jewes gouernaunce, 

Ind p2adently gan her ſelfe auaunce, 
With god conueyed # ſuppozt of his grace, 
With zilara to mete in the face. 


Ind ſpeciallp touchyng this viage, 

God toke away the ſpirite and the myght 
Fro ziſata, his foꝛce and his cozage, 
That he was feareful to entre into fyght: 
Kepte his chare, and toke hym to flygyt. 
Knowyng no plate in ſuettie to abyde, 
@yll that Jaell a woman dpd hym hide 


Within her tente, and al moſt dede foz dꝛede, 
Under a mantell, deſirous foꝛ to d2ynke, 
She gaue him mplke:the ſlepe fyl in his heed, 
Ind whyle that he foꝛ heuines gan wpnke, 
Ind ſadly ſlept, he gan her to bethynke: 
Thought che woulde foꝛ 3ilara ſo chape, 
That with his lpfe, he chould not elcape. 


She toke a nayle that was charpe a long, 
And couertly gan her (elfe auaunce: 

With a myghty hamer round and ſtronge. 
She dꝛoue ß naile, lo this was her vegeatice, 
Thꝛough his heed:ſe here the ſoden chaunce 
On tirantes that truſt on Foꝛtune, 

Which wil not ſuffer them long to contune 


In their falfe bſurped tiranny, 

To holde people in long ſubiection. 

She can them blandyche wyth her flaterp, 

Under a colour of falſe colluſpon: 

And voyth a ſodaine tran{mutacton, 

Foꝛtune them can that pooze folke trouble, 

Reuerſe their pꝛide, wyth her face _ : 
a 
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of John Bochas. 


What chould Jlengre in thys mater tary: 
Though that lozd(hyp be myghty a famous, 
Let ʒiſara be your exainplazy, 

It not endureth but it be vertuous, 
Conqueſt, victozy,though they be gloꝛious 
Unto the woꝛld, ik vertue be behinde | 
Men not reiopſe to haue theyz name in mide, 


Fo: Foztune thzough her frowardnes, 
Hath kynges put out of their regions: 

And che hath alſo thzoaghe her doublenes, 
Dyſtroped lynages wyth their lucceſſions , 
Made not the ſometyme her tranſlacions 
Ok the kyngdome called Argiuois, 

To be tranlpoꝛted to Lacidemonois⸗ 


The lame tyme whan 3iſara the pꝛoude 

Gan goddes people to put vnder fote, 
Fames trumpe blewehis name vp loude, 
Wyth ſacred ſovones ſempnge wondze ſote: 
But al his pꝛide was rent vp by the rote, 
Whan hys glozy was outward moſt chyning. 
But who may trult in any wozldly thynge: 


Folke haue afoze (ene the valuacion 
By remembzaunce of antiquitte, 
Ofmyghty Trop, and of Jlion, 
755 diſtroyed by Srekes that cyte: - 
To vs declarynge the mutabilite ; 
Ok kalſe foztune, whoſe fauoz laſteth no while 
Shewyng euer trueſt, whan the wol begile. 


So variable che is in her delites, 

Her whele bntruſty and frowardly meuyng, 
Keco2de J take ofthe Madianites, 

Their vnware fal ful dolefully pleynynge. 
Whiche chewed them lelfe pitiouſly wepynge 
To Jhon Bochas, as he in wzitynge ſought, 
How ß foztune apenſt their pzinces wzought, 


Which that gouerned the lande of Padian: 
Truſtinge of pꝛide in their greate puiſſaunce, 
Ipenſt Jewes a warre they began, 
Purpolinge to bꝛinge them to btterance, 
But god that holdeth of warre the balaunce , 
Ind can of pzinces oppꝛeſſe the vein glozy, 
Peueth where him lift conqueſt and victozy: 


Hot to great nõbꝛe, noz to great multitude, 
But to that party where he leeth the right. 
Yys dzedful hand, choꝛtly to conclude , 

So holdeth vp by grace, and yeueth lyght 
The higher hand where he caſt his light, 
Lyſt his power and his fauour chewe, 


Leaf. xv. 
Be it to manp, oꝛ be it bnto fewe. 


The wꝛonge party gladly hath a fall, 
(Though ther be Millions, many mo theran: 
— witnelle of Jerobaall, 

hych is alſo called Gedian, 
That wyth thze.C.fought apenſt the fan 
Ok Iſrael, the Byble can deupſe, 
Whan he to God had done hys ſacrifice, 


Shewyng to hym a thynge meruaplous: 
Whan the fleece wyth liluer dewe ful chene 
Was ſpzeint and wet, the ſtozye telleth thus, 
And rounde about the ſoyle a all the grene 
Was founde dꝛpe, and no dꝛop ſene: 

In token onely, this duke, this knightly man, 
Shulde haue the victozy of all Madian. 


This Gedeon toke with hym but a fewe, 
The hundꝛed chaſe, whych lapped the riuer. 
God bnto hym ſuch tokens dyd chewe, 

And euidences afoze that were full clere, 
That he ſhoulde be of right good chere: 
And on no party-hys aduerlaries dꝛede, 
Foznother pzowes,neyther manhede. 


Where god aboue holdeth champerty, 


Their mayayenſt hym be made no defence, 


Foꝛte, ſtrength, wy(dome ,noz cheualry, 
Ayenſt hys might, are feble of reſiſtence: 
Thys was well pꝛeued in experience, 
Vhan the. C. wyth Gedeon in nombze, 
So many thouſandes by grace dydencobze, 


Thys ſayd people denided in to thze, 

With their trumpettes vpon ß derke nyght, 
BY Gedeon that had the louerapnte, 

Wyth voyde pottes # laumpes therin lyght, 
Ind thus arayed they entred in to fyght: 
But bnto them thys token was firſt knowe, 
Whan Gedeon his trumpe dyd blowe, 


They blewe echon and loud gan to erye: 
B2ake their pottes, and chewted anon ryght, 
As the ſtozy doth playnly ſpecifpe, 

(Their laumpes chewed w a fill ſoden lyght: 
Wherof their enemies aſtoinied in their light, 
Were ſo troubled vpon euery ſide, 

That in the felde they durſt not abpde. 


The trie was this of them enerychon: 
Thanke to 8̊ loꝛde moſt noble and gloztous, 
Pꝛyſe to the werde of myghty Gedeon, 
Which vs hath cauſed to be * 1 
ade 


The fitlt boke 
Owe muſte J-wzyte the greate ſo⸗ 


Made out enemres moſt malicious, 
Th291gh influence onely of his grace, 
Foz very feare to ſtye afoze our face. 


Thus can the loꝛde ofhys magnificence, 
The meke exalte, and the pzonde oppꝛelle: 
Lyke as he fyndeth in hertes difference 

Soo of his power he tan his domes dꝛeſſe. 
Mercy aye meint wyth his rightwylenes: 
Yys iudgementes wyth long delay differred, 
And oz he puniſh pytie is aye pzeferred, 


.Lenuoye. 
0 pghty Pꝛinces, remembꝛe that your 
{AC 


power 
Js tranſitozy , and no while abiding; 
Is thys tragedy hath reherſed here, 
By euidences notable enſuynge. 
Ind by example in (abſtaunce wytneſſpng, 
That all tyꝛantes (playnly to termyne) 
Mote from their tate ſodenly declyne. 


Phebus the freche in hys mydday ſphere 

His beames bꝛyghteſt x hoteſt out (pzedyng, 
But cloudy ſkyes oft appꝛoch nere 

To eclipſe his lyght w their vnware coming: 
None erthly toye is here longe abidynge, 
Kecozd of Tyta,whych ſtondmele doth Cine, 
Pet toward nyght his tremes doun decline. 


Vhan that foztune is faireſt ofher chere, 


By apparence,and moſt blandiſhyng, 

Than is che falſeſtech ſeaſon of the pere 

Her loden chaũge now vp, now down turnig: 
The nightigale in Map doth freſhly (ing, 
But a backe wynter can ſomer vndermpne, 
Jud all his krechnes ſodenly declyne. 


All erthly bliſſe dependeth in a were, 


In a balaunce vneuynly hanging. 

Of pꝛices # pꝛiceſſes molt ſouerayne t entete 

In this tragedy conceyueth by redynge, 

Howe that eſtates by vnwarechaunginge, 

Somtime full woꝛthp, their lines dyd fine, 

hi fro the ir nobleſſe they were — - de- 
* clyne. 


¶ Ot mighty Jabyn kinge of Canaan ot 
quene Jocaſta, and how Thebes 
was diſtroped. OY 


The .ir.Chapter, 


z Depn fall 

Ofmighty Jabyn,fo2 his iniquite: 
Dyyche vnto Jewes was eumpe 

full moztal, | 

With ſcepter a crowne reigning in Canane, 
And vpon Affrike had the fouerainte, 
Rebell to god, and lyſt not hym obey, 
But euer redy hys people to werrey, © 


The loꝛd aboue ſeynge his tiranny, - 
Fozbare his hand wyth full longe (uffraice: 
And was not haſty of his obſtinacy, 


- Lykehis deſert foz to do vengeaunce, - 


But ener thys Jabyn bycontinuance 
Endured fozth in his curſidneſle, 
Tyll the lwerde of goddes righwiſenes 


Was whet apenſt this tiradt,tochaſtiſe 
Ind to repꝛeſſe his rebellion: 
From his kyngdomelthe ſtoꝛy doth deuiſe) 
In mpddes of his pꝛide he was pulled doun 
To exemplify that luch dominacion 

As is found wilful truth to ouer caſt, 

God wyll not ſuffer in power long to laſt. 


Foz this Jabyn was found alwey frowarde, 
Of high diſdaine liſt not the loꝛde knowe: 
Therfoꝛe his power dzewe al way bacward, 
And his empire was after pbꝛought fi. ll low, 
Dis riall fame foꝛtune hath ouerthzow, 

His name eclipſed Þ ſumtime Gone ful clere, 
Of great Ciſon,beſyde the rinere, 


Ofquene Jocaſta Bochas doth alſo endite, 
Pzinceſſe of Thebes,a mighty great citie: 
Ok her vnhappes hedolefully doth wzite, 
Jmagininghowe he did her le 

To him appere in great aduerſite. | 
Lyke a woman that would in teares reine, 
Foz that foztune gan at her ſo dildeine. 


And though che were defaced of figure, 
There ſhewed in her a maner maieſte 
Ok quenely honour, plainly to dilcure 
Her inkoꝛtuns, and her infelicite, 

And to declare plainiy how that che 

Ok all pꝛinceſſes which ſlode in eſtate 
Was her ſelfe the moſt infoꝛtunate. 


Which gaue to Bothas full great occaſion 

Whan he ſawe her pitous apparaple, 

Foꝛ to make a lamentacion 

Ol vncouth ſozowes, whych dyd her 2 R 
yt 


With a tragedy to wepe and to waple 
Her impoꝛtable and ſtraunge dedely ſtrife, 
Vhich that che had duryng all her lyte, 


He wzyte of her a ſtoꝛy large and playne, 
And ok her byzth fyzſt he doth diffyne: 
And affy2meth in hys boke certayne, 
She was diſcended of a noble lyne. 

In flouryng age alſo when che dyd chyne, 
She wedded was foz her great beauty, 
Unto the kyng of Thebes the citye, 


Which in his tyme was called Lapus. 

and whan her wombe by p2oceſle dyd aryſe, 

The kyng was glad and alſo deſirous, 

The chilves fate to know in ſome wile: 

And thought he would go do lacrikice 

Unto Ippollo, to haue knowlegynge tofozne 
Touching his child, whan that it was bozne, 


What chould folow in concluſion 

He was deſirous and haſty foz to ſe, 

F y2(t by heauenly diſpoſicion, 

And by the fauour ik it woulde be 

Of Appollos 11ghty deite: 

To haue aunlwere among his wyttes al, 
Ok his child what fate chould befall. 


His anſwere though it were contrary 

To his deſire, yet was it thus in dede: 

A ppollo tolde hym, and lyſt no lenger tary, 
That this chude Hould verily in dede 

Slee his kather, and make his lides blede: 
And w his hands, there was none other wey 
But on his lwerde he mult nedes depe. 


The kyng was heup a triſt on this ſentence, 
Soꝛouful ok hett, god wote, a nothyng kaine: 
Ind caſt afoze thꝛough his pꝛouidente, 

That his (on ſhould in al haſt beſlayne: 

And that he would not an houre delayne 
After his byzth,but bad his men to gone 
Into a fozeſt, and ſlee the chylde anone. 


Lykehis byddyng the miniſters dyd in dede, 
Takyng the chylde, tendze, a yong ok age, 
And into a fozeſt wyth them they gan it lede, 
To be deuoured of beaſtes moſt ſauage: 

The mother, alas, almoſt fell into rage 
Seyng her child ſo inly fayꝛe of face 

Shal thus be deed, and dyd no treſpace, 


Lytel wondꝛe though the felt lmert: 
To al women J repozt me, 


of John Bothas. 


Tat. xbi 


Ind vnto mothers that ben tendze of hert, 
n this mater iuges foꝛ to be: 
as it not tuth, was it not pite, 
That a pzincelle, a quene, alas, 
Shuld know her child deuoured in ſuch caas⸗ 


After thys byꝛth Layus toke good kepe, 
Without mercy, relpite, oꝛ delay, 

That vnto one whych kept his chepe . 
This yong chyld vpon a certayne day, 

Shal be deliuered, in al the haſt he may: 

To thys entent it myght not be ſocoured, 
But that it ould of beaſtes be deuoured. 


This ſayd cheperde goth foꝛth anon tyght, 
The chytd beholdyng benigne of loke a face, 
Thought in hert and in his inwarde light, 
He Qoulde do to god a great treſpace 

To llee this child, wherfozehe did hym grace: 
Toke fy2ſt a knife and dyd his buſy payne, 
Thzoughout his fete to make holes twapne, 


Toke a ſmal rodde ofa yonge oſier, 
Perced the kete, alas it was pite, 

Bonde hym faſt, and by good leiſer 

The yong childe he henge vpon a tree, 
Ok entent that he ne ſhould not be 
Thꝛough wylde beaſtes cruel and ſauage, 
All ſodenly devoured in their rage. 


Upon the tre whyle he henge thus bound, 
Ok auenture by ſome occaſion, 

A ſtraunge ſheperd hath the childpfound, 
Wyych ot ruth and pyte toke hym donn: 
Bate wyth hym home in to hys toun, 

Made hys wyfe foz to do her payne, 

To foſter the chylde wyth her bzeſtes twaine, 


And whan he was bꝛought fozth a recured, 
And full made hole ofhys woundes ſoze, 
Thys yong chyld whych al this hath endured 
Whan he in age began to were moze, 

And that nature began hym to reſtoze, 

(The (aide Geperde that loued hym beſt of all; 
After his hurtes, Edippus dyd hym cal, 


Foz Edippus is no moꝛe to ſaine, 

Who that concepueth the expolicion, 

But fete yperced thzoughout both twayne, 
In that langage, as made is mencion. 
And to Meropa wife of king Polibion 
The chepeherde ol ful humble entent, 
Began the child ful lowly to pꝛeſent. 


Ind 
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The kyꝛſt boke 


And fo: ſhe was barreyne ok nature, 

She and the kyng ofone affection, 

Toke Edippus both in to their cure, 

A's (onne and heite by adopcion, 

Toreigne in Coꝛinth by ſucceſſion: 

The kyng, the quene, a of Coꝛinth the coũtre, 
Had the chylde in ſo great cheerte. 


Let men conlidꝛe in their diſcrecion, 
Sodapne chaunge of euery maner thyng. 
This childe ſent out foꝛ his diltruction, 

And now pꝛouided foz to be a kynge: 
And thꝛough foꝛtune, ape double in wozking, 
He that was refuſe to beaſtes molt ſauage, 
Is now recepued to knyghtly heritage. 


Deſtitute he was ok his kynrede, 

Foꝛſake, and abiect of bloud, and of alie, 

In tẽdꝛe youth his fete were made to blede, 
Henge ona tre, and began foz helpe crie: 
But god that can in miſchefe magnifpe, 

And reconfozt folke dilconſolate, 

Yath made thys childe nowe thus foztunate. 


Ind hath pꝛouided to be a kynges heire, 

Him that ſtode of deth in auenture. 

Foꝛtune can ew herſelfe both foule # fapze , 
Folkes bzought lowe, ful wel ayenrecure: 
Ind ſuch as pactently can endure, 

And lyſt not grudge ayenſt their chaſtiſpng, 
God out of mylcheke can ſodenly them bꝛyng. 


But whan Edippus was growe bp to age, 
Lyke a pong pꝛince encreſpnge in nobleſſe, 
Luſty and ſtrong, and freche of his cozage, 
Of auenture it fel ſo in ſothnelle, 

Outher by ſtrife ,o2 by ſome frowardnes, 
Oz by ſume conteke he had knowledgynge, 
Howe he was not ſonne vnto the kynge 


Is by dilcẽt, but a ferre foꝛraine. 
Whereupon full ſoze he began to muſe, 

Ind foꝛ ro knowe,and be put in certaine, 
Thought he would iom maner pzactike vſe: 
Ind to the kyng he gan hym lelke excuſe, 
Fox a tyme to wythdꝛawe his pzelence, 
Tyll he myght knewe by ſome experience, 


Oꝛ by ſume ligne. howe the matter ſtode. 
Thought he would do his diligence 

To knowe his father, a alſo of what bloude, 
He was diſcended, and haue ſome euidence 
Touching troth howe it ſtode in ſentence: 
Ind her vpon to be certified, 


Towarde Yppollo faſt he hath hym hyed. 


Whiche in Cirra woꝛchypped was that time, 
Jud gaue anſwere through his deite, 

To fol ke that came at euen and at pꝛime, 
Of euery doute and ambigupte: 

Ind there Edippus kallyng vpon his kne, 
After hys offring, had anſwere anone, 

That towarde Grece he ould gone 


Unto a mountaine.that Phocis bare Þ name: 
Ind there he ſhoulde cf his kyared here. 

Alſo lyke his fate, the auſwere was the lame, 
He ſhoulde ſlee hys owne tather dere, 

And after that to Thebes dꝛawe hym nere, 
Wedde his mother of very ignozaunce, 
Called Jocaſta,thzogh hys vnhappy chaßce. 


He liſt no lenger tary ne abyde, 
Typs ſapd Edippus, but fozth goeth he: : 
Ind on hys way he began anone toryde, ; 
Tyl he the mount of Phocis did le, | 
Under the which Code a great countre, 

Called Cetoyens,whiche that time certayng | 
Werreped them that were on the moũtaine. 


His father Layus thꝛough his chinalrp, 
With Citoyens is entred into battaile: 
Ind Edippus came wyth the partie 
Of the hyll, armed in plate and mayle. | 
And as they began eche other to aſſaile, | 
Among the pꝛeſe at the encountrynge, 

Ok auenture, Edippus ſlewe the kyng, 


Unknowen to hym that he his father was, 
Haupng thereof no ſuſpection: 1 
Paſſed his way platly thys is the caſe, 

Ind allo vnknowen he came to the toun 

Ok mighty Thebes, wher koz his hie renouun, 
He was reteyued wyth ful great reuerence, 7 
Bycauſe that he ſlough in their defence s 


Sphinx the ſerpent hozible foz fo ſe, 
Sometyme o2dained by incantacions 

Foz to diſtroy the towne and the countre, 
By his compaſſed ſleightly queſtions 
Sloughe man and chylde in all the regions, 
Such as not coude by wyſdome oꝛ reaſon, 
Wake of his pꝛobleme playne expolicion. 


Who ſo paſſed by, he coude hymnot excuſe, 


But the ſerpent woulde hym felly aſſatle: 

With a pzoblem make hym foz to muſe, 

Called of ſome men an vncouth deninay!e, 
hr che 


Whych foꝛ to erpowne who that did aſſaile, 
Ther was none helpe neither other remedy, 
By the ſtatute, but that he muſt dye; 


Ind foꝛ all folke haue not knowledgyng 
Ok this demaunde, what it was in dede, 

J wyll reherce it here in my wzytyng 
Compendioully, that men may it rede. 
Firſt this ſerpent( who that liſt take hede) 
Was monſtruous, and ſpake apenſt nature; 
And if it fyll that any creature 


Man o2 woman, ſhould foꝛth by paſſe, 

D ighe o2lowe of all that region, 

As J ſaydeerſt there was none other grace, 
But if he made an expolicion 

Ok this ſerpentes frowarde queſtion, 

He muſt dye, and make no defence: 

The whych demaunde was thus in lentence. 


The ſerpent aſked:what thyng may that be, 
Beaſt oz foule whan it is fozth bzought, 
(That hath no power to ſtand, go, noꝛ flee: 
Ind afterwarde,if it be well plought, 

Goth fyꝛſt on foure, oꝛ els gothe he nought, 


After by pꝛoceſſe, on thze ,#thanon twayne, Wh 


Ind ekt agayne,as nature doth ozdapne, 


He goth on the, and efte on four agayne, 
Alſo kyndly right nature diſpoleth it ſo, 
And in a whyle it foloweth in certaine, 
To the matter which that he came fro, 
He muſt ofkynde reſoꝛt ayen therto⸗ 
And who can not the meanynge clerelp ſe; 
He of this ſerpent all deuoured be. 


Which Edippus ful ſobze in his entent, 
Not to retzell, oꝛ to haſty of langage, 

But in his hert wyth great auyſement, 
Ind full demure of loke and ok vpſage, 
Conſidzed fyꝛſt thys perilous fel paſſage: 
Sawe wel tofoze that it was no tape, 
Ind ful pꝛouided Þno wozde ſhould eſcape, 


At good leyſar, wyth hole mynde # memozye, 
Seyng the erneſt of this moztal empaile; - 
Hys life depending bit wixe deth a p, 
Thys( quod he)plainly to deuyſe, 
g fyaſt a thild whych may not fuffyte 
han it is bozne(the truth is al dap ſene) 
Wythout helpe him ſelfe to lubenee 


Ifter on four he naturally doth crepe; 


Foz impotence and grene tenderneſſe, 
Nozices can tell that do them kepe: 


of John Bochas. 
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But afterwarde vp he doth hym dzefſe, 
With his two fete:the thirde to expꝛeſſe, 

Is hand, oz benche, oꝛ (uppozt of lome wal, 
To holde hym vp, leſt he catche a fall. 


And afterward,encreſyng ok his myght, 

To great age whan he doth attapne, 

Ok his nature than he goth vpꝛyght, 
Mightily vpon his legges twapne: 
Than cometh age his power to reſtrapne, 
Croked a lame lyłke as men may le, (thze; 
With a taffe,oz potent, to make vp his legges 


But whan febleneſſe oꝛ ſyckenes do aſſaple, 
On handes and fete he muſt bow and lout: 
Foz croche, oꝛ potentes, may not than auaple, 
Whan luſty youth is baniched and ſchet out, 
Than eft agayne, hereof mape be no dout, 
Dith four fete to erth he doth retourne, 

Fro whens he came, there ſtpl to ſoiourne. 


All came fro erth, and all to the erth al, 
Igaynſt nature may be no pꝛotection, 
Woꝛldly eſtates echone they be moztal, 
There may no treaſour make redempcion. 

o clymeth hieſt, his fal is loweſt doun. 

A meane eſtate is beſt, who coude it knowe, 
Bet wene hye pzelumpnge,x bowing to lowe. 


Foꝛ who ſit hyeſt, ſtand in ieopardpe, 
Under daunger ok foꝛtune, lpke foz to fall: 
Michele and pouerte as foꝛ their party, 
Ben loweſt bꝛought — theſe people al, 
Some folketaſt ſugre,and ſum taſt call, 
Salomon therfoze myzrour of ſapience, 
Bytwene great riches and great indigence, 


Aſked a meane, called ſuffyſance : | 
To hold hym content ofcopetent diſpence, 
Not to reioyte of to great haboundaunce, 
Ind euer in pouerte to lend him pactence,, 
Sobze w his plenty, in ſcarſneſſe non offence, 
As of grutching: but bitwene ioye and ſmart; 
(Thanke god of all,; and ener be glad of hert, 


Erth is the ende ofeuery maner man, 

Foz the rich wyth great poſſeſſion, 

Dyeth as ſoone (as I reherce can). . 

As doth the pooꝛe in tribulacion. 

Foz deth ne maketh no diuiſion, 
By ſyngler fauour, but bitwene both plich, 
Ok the poozeſt,#of hym that is molt rich. 


| m toneluded in this caſe, | 
K D. ii. * ich 


The firlt boke 


Wyhyych ß lerpent began ſleighly to pꝛopole, 
That whan a childe is fy2\t bozne,alas, 
Nynde to his dethwarde anon doth hi diſpoſe. 
Eche day a tourney,there is none other gloſe, 
Experjence can tech in every age 
Howe thys wozlde is here but a pilgrimage. 


Thys (ayde Edippus fyzſte in Thebes bozne, 
Sent to a fozeſt deuoured foz to be, (fozne, 
Founde & bzought fozth as pe haue herde to⸗ 
Ind afcer dzawpnge home to his countre, 
Slough hys father, ſo infoztunate was he: 
Ol krowarde happes followpnge al hys lyue, 
As this tragedy hys foztune (al diſcriue, 


But foz that he thzough his hye pꝛudence, 
Unto the ſerpent declared euery dete, 

De ſlough hym after, by knightly vyolence, 
Mone by wyſdome, than by armure oz ſtele: 
Stace of Thebes can tell you thys ful wele , 
Whych was one caule if ye liſt to ſene, 
Wherthzough Edippus,wedded hath ß quene 


Called Jocaſta, pꝛinceſſe of that countre: 
Yys owne mother, vnknowen to them bothe. 
And though che were ryghte fay2e vpon to le, 
With this mariage 5 goddes were ful wzoth, 
Foz their aliaunce nature gan to loth: 

That a mother as pe ſhal vnderſtande, 
Shoulde her (on take to be her hulbande. 


There was ther in no connentence 

To be ſuppoꝛted by kynde, ne by reaſon, 

But if tt ſo be the heuenly influence 

Diſpoſed it by the inclinacion 

Ofſome falſe froward conſtellacion, (ſtar, 
Cauſed by Saturne, oꝛ Pars the frowarde 
To engendze debate. oꝛ ſome moztal war, 


In thys matter playnly thus J deme, 
Ok no connyng but of opinion: (deme 
Though he were crowned w (ceptre and dia- 
To retgne in Thebes the ſtrõg myghty toun, 
That (ome aſpect came fro heuen adoun, 
Inkoꝛtunate, frowarde, and full of rage, 


Which agayne kynde toyned the mariage. 


He crowned was by aſſent of all the towne, 
Flouryng a ſeaſon by ſoueraynte of peece ; 
And whyle he heide the poſſeſſion, | 
Sonnes and doughters he had doubtles. 
The kyꝛſt lonne called Ethiocles, 
Polpnices called was that other, 


(As lapth Bothas) the ſetonde bzother, 


Alſo he had goodly doughfers twapne, 
The eldeſt called was Antigone, 

The ſeconde named was Imepue: 

Ind both they were ryght fayze vnto le, 
The quene Jocaſta might no gladder be 
Than to remembze whan they were in age, 
Yer goddes had encreſed their linage, 


It was her ioye and her felicitie, 

To ſe her childꝛen, that were ſo inly fapꝛe: 
But after ioye ther cometh aduerſite, 

Ind hope aſſured wanhope doth oft appay2e, 
Cõtrarious truſt wyll gladly their repaire 
yer talſe wenyng in hert is cocepued, 
(Thzough ignozice, which hath many dalceiued 


What thynge in earth is maze diſcepuable, 
Than whan a man ſuppoleth verily 

In pꝛolperite foz to ſtand ſtable, 

And from his iope is rem eued ſodapnly+ 

Foz where foꝛtune is found to haſty, 

To triſe folke, he is greuous to endure: 

Fo: ſodapne chaunges be hatefull to nature, 


Unware wo that cometh on gladnes, 

Is vnto hertes ryght paſſinge encombzeous: 
And who hath felt his parte of wealfulneſſs 
Soꝛowe ſuynge on, is to hym odious. 

And wozſt of al, and moſt contrarious 

Js whan eſtates higheſt of renoun, 

Ben fr their nobleſle, ſodenly bzought doun, 


There is no glozy whych that chyneth here, 
That falſe foʒtune can ſo magnifie, 

But whan his laude bꝛighteſt is & clere, 
She can eclips it wyth ſome cloudy (kte 
Ot vnwareſo2owe,onely ofenuy: 

Seeth of Edippus an open euidence, 
Which by his life had experience 


Of highe nobleſſe:and therwyth alſo, 
Parte impoztable ot great aduetlite: 
Yys iope euer meput wyth ful moztal wo, 
Foz while he reigned in Thebes the citie, 
And Jocaſta with ful great roialte, 
Within thecountre there fyl a peſtilence, 
(The people infectyng with his violence. 


(Thzough all the land, and al the region, 

In euerp age, but moſt grenouſly | 
On them echone that were of that towne, 
The infection ſpꝛed moſt ſpecially: 

Ind of vengeaſice the ſwerd moſt rigozouſly, 
Day by day began to byte and carue, * 
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Ok ech eſtate cauſyng folke to ſterne, 


Thus began to encreaſe the moꝛtalite: 

That euery man ſtode in teopardy 

Of their lyues thzoughout the countre, 

So impoztable was their malady, 

That ye might heare the people clepe and cry, 
Dilpeyzed ſo were they of theyz liues, 

Uovde ok all ſocour,s of their pzeſeruatiues. 


They ſought herbes, a ſpices in their cofers, 
And began to ſeke foz helpe # other ſocours? 
The cauſe enquiringe of pzudent philoſofers, 
Ind of their molt experte diuinours, 

hy that the goddes wyth ſo Carpe ours 
Ok peſtilence, and in ſo cruel wyſe 

Lyſt them, alas, ſo moztally chaſtyſe, 


But among all, in ſoth this is the caſe, 
There was founde one ful pzudent and wyle, 
A pꝛophet, called Tireſias, 

Ok pꝛophecy hauyng a ſouerayne pꝛile: 
Which affirmed,and ſayd in thys wyſe; 

Ig bntohim was Ge wed by myzacle, 
Phebus him lelfe declarynge the ozacle: 


Cauſe of this ſyckenes and theſe maladies, 
As the goddes plainly haue diſpoſed, 
(And Senecke waiteth alſo in hys tragedtes) 
Though the cauſe be lecrete and ycloſed; 
Unto the tyme there be a kyng Depoſed, 
Which ſlew his father # raft him his life, 
And hath alſo take his mother to his wyke, 


Tyll thys be done, and execute in dede, 
Ther may be made no redempcion: 

But peſtilence chall multiply and ſpꝛede 
Euer moze and moze,thzough that region. 
Tyl vnto the tyme that he be put a doun 

Fro his crowne, whych not long agone 

His father ſlough, among his moztall fone, 


And hath his mother wedded alſo, 

Agaynſt lawe and agaynſt al ryght: 

Tyll vengeaunce vpon that crime be do, 
There chalbe war, peſtylence, and fighte, 
Soꝛowe, a ſtrife, euery maner wight 

Ok vengeauncehys neighbour chal hate, 
Bzother w bꝛother, a bloud w bloud debate, 


This is al and ſome, there may be no ſocour, 
Whych bzought the people in great heaupneg,, 
Foz Tireſias the great diuinour, 

By p2ophecy told them thus expꝛeſſe: 

Ind at the laſt by tokens and witnes, 
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Wen vnderſtode, by lignes out chewyng, 
This peſtilence wag bꝛought in by the kyng. 


Ind though the people gaue no credence 

To Tireſtas ne to his pzophecy, 

(The quene Jocaſta caught an euidence, 

Ind in her hert a full great fantaſy, a 
Specially whan che dyde elple 
Of Edippus the fete that were wounded, 
Yow this rumour was on trouth ygrounded; 


Becauſe alſo there was a diuinour 

Which tolde tofoze, that Edippus choulde be 
To Lapus of Thebes ſucceſſour 

Wherby the kyng, the quene, and the cyte, 
Fyl in great trouble and great aduerſite, 
Well moze than J by wꝛityng can repozt, 
Foz there was nothing p myght the recofozt, 


Ful oft in the day Jocaſta gan to \woune, 
And kyng Edippus to ſobbe, crye and wepe, 
In lalte teares as they them would dzown; 
Deth crapiſhing in to their hert gan crepe, 

A day cõplainyng, a night they may not ſlepe, 
Curſynge the houre of their natiupte, 

That they ould lyue that day foz to ſe, 


Their moꝛtall chaunce,their dedly auenture, 
Their foztune alſo whych gan on the froun, 
Inpacient, and doleful to endure, 

Their froward fate, wyth theirlokes bꝛoun: 
The kynge foz yze caſte away his crowne, 
And began to race, foz coſtraint ofhis payne, 
Out of his heed his wofull eyen twapne, 


Day and night he cried after deth, 
Datetull to come in any mannes ſight: 
Molt deſirous to yelde vp the bzeth, 
LOoful in hert to come in any light, 
Coozbed foz ſoꝛow, feble to ſtande vpright, 
And ſpectally in hys deedly diſtres, 

Foz dzede and ſhame he dared in derkenes, 


The cruel conſtreint ofhis moſt greuance 
Was, that his.ſonnes had hym in diſpyte: 
Which gan his ſoꝛowe greatiy to anance, 
Foꝛ him to ſcozne was ſet all their delite, 
neuer none that ſtode in wozle plyte, 
Foz thus lyeng and deſtitute ok chere, 
Unto the goddes he made his pzayere: 


Beſeching the with a ful doleful herte, 
Upon his wo tohaue ſum compaſſion: 


And that they would foz to 3 


Bet⸗ 


ili. 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Bit wene his lonnes make a diuiſion, 
Eche to bꝛynge other to diſtruction. 
Tyys was his pꝛaper in ſubſtaunce, 
That eche on other may take vengeaunce, 


In yeres fewe, ſoꝛ their vnkyndneſſe, 

They herd his pzayer as pe haue herd deuile: 
The bꝛetherne two thzough their curſidnes, 
Eche gan other moꝛtallp diſpile, 

Foz lacke of grace, and foz falſe couetpſe: 
Eche foꝛ his partie deſirous in dede 

Tofoze other to reigne and luccede. 


And thus theſe bꝛetherne moſt infoꝛtunate, 
Bitwene them ſelfe fill at diſcencion: 

And finallp, this vnkindlp debate 

Bꝛought al Thebes to diſtruccion. 

pet was there made fyꝛſt a conuencion 

By enterchangig bᷣ eche Gould reigne a pere, 
The tother ablent to plap, a come no nere. 


This concluded by their both aſſent 
And by accoꝛde of that region, 
Polpnices rode fozth and was abſent, 
Ethiocles toke fy2ſt poſſeſſion: 

But whan the pe re by reuolucion 
Was come about, he falſe of his entent, 
Unto the accozde denied to aſſent, 


Thys was a caule of theyꝛ both ftriues: 
Polynices was thus put out of his ryght, 
Tyll Adꝛaſtus that kyng was of Argyues, 
which thoꝛow al Grete greteſt was of might, 
Sent vato Thebes „Tideus a knyghr, 

Dys ſonne inlawe,to treat of thys matter, 
And the caule finally to lere: 


Wher thꝛough the kyng called Ethiocles, 
Would condiſcende of truth and of reaſon, 
To ſtynt warre,and to cheriche pece; 

After the actoꝛde and compolicion 

Up to deliuer Thebes that mighty towne, 
Unto his bzother, whych abſet was without, 
Now that his yere wag fully come about, 


Nut he was falſe,and frowardly gan vary, 
Cthtocles from hys conuencion: 

Fo? whych Adzaſtus nolenger would tarp 
2% an Tideus had made relacion, 

But called anone thzoughout his region 
Ill the woꝛthp, both nere and farre, 

Apenſt Thebes foz to begyn a warte. 


Foz thys cauſe lyke as pe chal lere, 


Polynices to kozce hys partie 

P wedded had the kynges doughter dere 
J meane of Idꝛaſtus, floure ofchyualry, 
LOhan Tideus dyd him certifye 
Touchinge the anlwere of Ethiocles, 
And ot his truth, how he was recheles, 


Falſe of hys pzomyſe,# curſedly foꝛlwoꝛne. 
Foz to hys truth none aduertence had he, 
Neyther to the accoꝛd Þ was made befozne 
Touchyng þ deliueraũte of Thebes t he citie: 
But who that lyſt the ſtoꝛpe clerely ſe 

Of thele two bꝛetherne, and their diſcencion, 
And howe Idꝛaſtus lay to foze the toun, 


I'nd howe Tideus thzough his high pzowes, 
Fought by the way going on meſſage: 

And how of Grece all the wozthines, 

Wyth kyng Idꝛaſtus went in this viage, 
Ind of the miſchefe that fpll in that paſſage 
Fo: lacke of water, tyll that Iſiphile 
Noꝛiche of Ligurgus ſo fapꝛe vpon to ſe, 


Taught Tideus to fynde out a riuer, 

She that dyd in fayzneſle lo excell: 

Ne howe the (ſerpent moſt vgly of his chere, 
Of kig Ligurgus þchilde ſlough at the well: 
Neyther howe Xmphiozar fyll doun to hel, 
Ill to declare me ſemed was no nede, 

Foz in the ſiege of Thebes pe map it rede 


The ſtoꝛye hole:and made there is mencion 
Of either parte, their puiſſaũce, a their might 
And how Idꝛaſtus lay tofoze the toun, 

And how they mette euery daye in fyght, 
And howe Ti: eus the famous knyght 

So tenomed in actes marcial, 

Was llapne, alas as he fought on the wal, 


Ind howe the bzetherne met among the pꝛeſe, 
Lyke two Tigres 02 lions that were wode, 
With charpe ſperes, this is doutleſſe, 
Eueryche of them ſhed others hert bloud: 
This was the fyne, ⁊ thus with the itſtode, 
Saue at their feeſtes called funerall, 

There fell a matueple which J tel chal. 


Vhan they were bꝛent in to aches dede, 

Of their enuy there fyll a ful great wonder 
Amonge the bꝛondes and the coles rede, 
Hyghe in the apꝛe the ſmokes went a lunder, 


Che one to one party, and that other ponder. 


To declare the ſtoꝛpe, me liſt not fapne, 
Che gret hatered p was bit wirt hem 2 


Thus foz their yꝛe.and falſe dilcention, 

All the lozdes and all the chiualrye, 

Were flapne of Grece, and alſo ofthe tobone, 
And roteofall(myne aucthour liſt not lye) 
Was falſe alyaunce,and fraternall enuy: 
And chefe grounde with all the (furpluſage, 
Who ſerche aright, was vnkyndly maryage, 


The quene Jocaſta felt her part of papne, 
To le her chylder eche of them lea other: 
Her ſon, her lorde,blynde on his eyen twayne 
Which to his ſons was father # alſo bzother, 
Foꝛtune would it choulde be none other. 
Alſo Parchas ſiſters which be in nber thze, 
Spanne ſo the thꝛede at their natiuitie. 
Allo whan Jocaſta ſtode thus diſconſolate, 
And lawe of Thebes the ſubuerſion, 

The countrey deſtroped, and made deſolate, 
The gentle bloude chedde of that region: 
Without comfozt oꝛ conſolacion, 

Thought che myght be no moze appepꝛed, 
But of all hope fully loe diſpayzed, 


Triſt and heauy, penſyfe, and ſpake no wozd, 
Her ſozowes olde and newe che gan aduert, 
Coke the ſwoꝛde of hym that was her loꝛde, 
w which Edippus fmot Layus to the hart: 
She to finyche all her paynes (marte 

And fro the body her ſoule to deuide, 

Role her lelfe thꝛoughout euery ſyde. 


She wery was of her wofull life, 

Seyng of Foztune the great frowardnes, 
Dow her diffame and launder was ſo rife, 
And of Edippus the great wꝛetchednes. 
Alſo of her lonnes the great vnkindnes, 
All theſe thinges weyed on her lo loze, 
That foz diſtr e ſſe ſhe liſt to liue no moze, 


Bochas waiteth concernyng her fayzenes, 
Conſtraynt of ſoꝛow cauſed it to fade: 

The famous light alſo of her nobleſſe 

And ali the clearenes ofher dayes glade, 
With vnware harmes, che was (o ouer lade, 
Ok very anguythe that che her ſelfe did hate, 
So inlp contrary diſpoſed was her fate. 


Thus death deuoureth with his bitter gall 
Joye and ſoꝛow, auoyde of all mercy: 

Ind with his dart he maketh downe to fall 
Riche and poꝛe, them markyng ſodaynly. 
His vnware ſtroke ſmiteth indifferently, 
From him refuſyng fauour and all mede, 


of John Bochas. 


Kingdomes denided may no while endure. 


Leaf.rir., 
Ofall eſtates he taketh ſo little hede, 


Better is to dye than liue in wzetchednes, 
Better is to dye than euer lyue in payne, 
Better is an ende than deadly heauines, 
Better is to dye than euer in wo remayne: 
And where y milcheke doth tolke to coplaine 
By wofull coſtraynt of long cotinuaunce, 
Better it is to dye thi line in luche greuance, 


Taketh enſample hereof and a pꝛieke, 

Ok kyng Edyppus that was ſo long ago, 
Df quene Jocaſta that felt ſo great milchiefe, 
Ind of their childzen remember alſo, 

Whiche euer liued, in enup, ſoꝛow and wo, 
Foꝛtune, alas, duryng all their dayes, 

Was ſo frowarde to them at all aſſayes. 


Touching Edippus pꝛoceſſe finde J none, 
What ende he made in concluſion: 
Saue Bochas wait howe that kyng Cteon, 
Colen and heyze by ſucceſſion, 

Exiled him chayned farre out of the towne, 
Where he endured miſchefe, ſoꝛow, and dzede 
Tyll Fttropos vntwyned his liues thzede, 


© Lenuoy, 


A this tragedy thꝛe thinges ye may le: 
The pzyde of Jabin a falſe pzeſumption 
Ok quene Jocaſta the great aduerlitte, 
Of kyng Edippus the inclinacion 
To vyces all: and the diuiſion 
Ok the two brethzen,playnly bs to aſſure 
Kyngdomes deuided may no while endure, 


& Dmne regnum in le diuiſum 
deſolabitur, 


Foz who ſawe euer kyngdome oꝛ countrey 
Stande in quiete of poſſeſſion, 

But if there were, ryght, peate, and equitie, 
And iuſt accozde without dilcention, 

Uoyde of vntruth and falſe colluſion: 
Plainly declaryng by enſample and ſcripture 


 Kingdomes deuided may no while endure, 


Seeth here exampleof Thebes the citye, 
And how that noble myghty region 
(Th20ugh their frowarde falſe duplicitie, 
With warre were bzought todeſtruction, 
ir pzomile bꝛoken, & their couert treaſon, 


Shewed by their harmes ipoſſible torecure, 


Pzinces 


iii. 


i Ay , 


Ouer the people, and domination, 
It pe lyſt longe iyue in felicitie, 
Cheriſhe pour lubiectes, do none extoꝛcion. 
And aduertiſe, ot wyſdome and reaſon, 

As this tragedy dothe to you dilture, 
Kyngdomes deuided may no while endure, 


: Che. . Chapter. 

i How Atreus kynge of Meſſene w2ought 
ayenſt his bzother Thieſtes, ſlew his 
thꝛe childꝛen, dilmembꝛed them 
in pieces & made Thieſtes to 
eat of their flech, dzintze 

ok their bloud. N 
B Ochas the Poete auctour of this boke 
Dim purpoſyng to gather and compile 
Diuers ſtozies, anone his penne he toke: 


Vim remembꝛyng within a little while, 


In this chapitle began direct his ple 
To wꝛite the ſtoꝛy, hye and compendious, 
A fo2ne all other, of duke Theſeus 


Loꝛde of Athens, a famous great citye, 
Right ſtrong and myghty on euerp ſide, 
But at his backe Bochas did one le, 

Which cryed loude, and bade he cold abide: 
Bochas (quod he) tro the me liſt not hide 

My wokull caſe, ne in no wile ſpare, 

My pitedus complaynt to the to declare, 


Jam Thieſtes beſpzent all with weppng, 
Dꝛowned in teares as thou maieſt well ſe: 
Sometpme ſonne of the mighty kyng 
Pelops, and bozne alſo parde 

Ok quene Hippodamea excellent of beautye, 
And foz thou art deſirougtoendite 

Ok people vnhappy and their wo to wzite, 


My will is this anone that thou pzocede, 
Turne thy ſtyle, and take thy penne bliue, 
Leaue Theſeus and take ot hym none hede, 
But firſt mp tragedy that thou diſcryue: 

Foz I ſuppoſe that in all thy lpue, 

That thou (aw neuer a thing moze dolozous 
Moze vnhappy,frowarde,ne moze piteoug 


han is, alas, my moꝛtall aduenture: 
ncomperable, the ſoꝛow ſurmounting 
Of quene Jocaſta, moſt wokull creature, 
Oz of Edippus his fate euer complapnyng 
Fo2 my complaynt hath none endyng 
But laſteth euer, and beareth me witneg, 
No wo telembleth bnto my heauines, 


The firlt boke 


incelles which haue the louerain⸗ Ind with p woꝛde John Bochas ſtyll ſtode 
— — (tie Full ſoberly to geue him audience: 


And in the place demurelp abode. 

To hear the ſubſtaunce of his moztal offence, 
Whiche thus began to ſhewe the lentence. 

O John( quod he) I pꝛay the take good hede 
My wo to wꝛite, that men map it reade, 


Alas, my bꝛother rote of bnkyndeneg, 
Atreus talled of reaſon, ſours and well, 
And finder out of treaſon and falſenes, 
(Foz all other in fraude he doth pzecell) 
Whoſe conert hate is moze than I can tell, 
IJ (uppoſyng of very innocente 

In him no malice,diſcette,noz none offence, 


But as bzother ould a bꝛother truſt, 

I truſted him, ok hart, will, and thought: 
Bp apparenre none other cauſe I wylt, 

Fo2 in his perſon J ſuppoſed nought 

That euer he culd ſo falle a thig haue wzoght 
But who map loner another man deceyue, 
Than he in. whom no malice men concepue: 


demed ok him as of my ttue brother, 
enyng he had fapthfull ben to me: 
I ſawe no ligne, ne I knew none other, 
n him ſupolpnge no duplicitie. 
But wo alas, how might it euer be, 
Oz who did euer in any ſtoꝛp finde, 
Bloude bnto bloude to be ſo vnkpnde : 


J will paſſe ouer to tell the woꝛthines, 
Touching the eſtates of our pzogenitourg, 
Ok our kynred,and the great nobleſſe, 

I tell nothing nether of our pzedeceſours, * 
Ne of my pouth, howe paſſed ben the floureg: 
Jleaue all this, and vnto mynde call 
The waetchednes that J am in fall, 


My bꝛother founde a falſe occaſion 

Apenſt me, and began a cauſe feyne 

To baniſh me out of our region: 

And began at me ofhatred to diſdayne, 

Upon me aaffirmpng in certayne 

4 n our kingdome whiche called is Miſlene, 
ſhould haue lien by his wyfe the quene. 


This he compaſſed full falſely ot malice, 
Him lelfe well knowyng that it wag not ſo: 
Euer founde bnkynde and miſauiſe, 
Notlike my bzother,but like my deadly fo, 
Ind to encreaſe great percell of my wo, 


By long pꝛoceſſe in his entencion, 


De 


De pmagined mp deſtruction, 


Ind his chefe cauſe was falſe couetiſe 
Toucyyng this thing which he did faine 

And pet this kyngdome truely to deuiſe, 
Should haue be departed betwene vs twaine 
But apenſt truth he did (o oꝛdapne, 

Me to exple out of that region, 

Hun ſelfe alone to haue poſſeſſion. 


pet in his hart he taſt an other wile, 
To mp vndoyng and deſolation, 

To the place whence he did me exile 
Under a chadowe of falle colluſion, 
To make a maner reuocat ion: 

Of bꝛotherhead chewyng a pꝛetence, 
Me to reſtoꝛe apen to his pꝛeſence. 


To be accepted as a bꝛother choulde: 

With full accoꝛde ſtyli with hym to abide, 
All miuries of whyche afoze J tolde, 

On either party foꝛget and ſet aſyde. 
That nothing after chould our loue deuide, 
But of one will and one entencion, 

Leade all our lyte without deuiſion. 


YOherof the people were full glad and lyght, 
Thꝛoughout Miſſene that mighty region, 
At my reloztyng founde J euery wyght 
Keady of hart and whole affection 

Me torecepue into that noble towne, 

Ind none ſo ready by ſygnes out chewyng, 
To matze me chere in ſothe as was the kyng, 


There is no domage in compariſon, 

That may be lykened by no reſemblaunce 
To fayned truth and ſimulation, | 
Whan fraude is hyd w a fayze countenaunce, 
Pꝛetendyng truth outward by decepuaunce, 
And vndernethe of moſt falſe entent, 

Of doubleneſſe dareth the ſerpent. 


As vnder flowers is chꝛowded the dzagon, 
Foꝛ to betray by aden ee = 
Suche _ as haue — ſulpection, ' 

Buy truely meane in their pure innocence, 
Till they betaught diſpurueyed of defence: 
Oꝛas afiſhe with bayte offalſepleaſaunce, 
The hoke not lene is bzought to milchaunce: 


Thus ſemblably at my home commyng, 

I was recepued with euery circumſtaunce: 

Lykeas halfe heyze and bꝛothet᷑ to the kynge. 
And he pꝛetendyng as by countenaunce, 


of John Bochas. 


Let at. ys + 


That he had lo inly great pleaſaunce 
Ok my repayze, of truth he tolde ſo 
Foz retoylpng that he laped he woulde go 


Unto his gods to do ſome obſeruaunce 

Foz this accoꝛde, and humble ſaccifice: 
Made his miniſters w faxthful attendaunce 
To wapte on me in all their beſt wile, 

It nedeth not to tell ne deuile » 
Neither by wzytyng in bokes ſoz to ſet, 
Halfe the ioye he made whan we mette, 


Firſt how frendly he did me embzace, = 
Ok harty gladnes within his armes twaine: 
Ind how foꝛ ioye the teares on his face 

Full entirely gan diſtyll and rayne: 

That foz my party he could not me teſtraine, 
But that J muſt of frendGyp fraternall, 
Depe as did he, in his eſtate ropall. 


The wily wolfe that caſt him to denour 

The ſely lambe whiche can no defence, 

Ne none helpe hun ſelfe to ſuccour, 

So feble he is to make reliſtence, 

Whiche demeth truth of falſe apparence, 
What wonder is it the fraude not conceiued 
Though ſuch lambes vawarely be diſceiuede 


Though that roſes at midſomer be full ſote, 
Pet vnderneth is hyd a full Carpe (pyne: 
Some freche floures haue a full bitter rote, 
Ind lothlom galle can ſuger vndermine, 

In dꝛedtul ſtoꝛmes þſunne amõg doth chyne 
Ind vnder a chadow of fayned frendlyheade 
There is no frendchyp ſo perillous to dzeade, 


—_— remẽbꝛyng the faythful wotdes stable 
Of my bzother chewed vnto me 

At our metyng thekiſyng amiable, 

The aſſured couenauntes of our fraternitie, 
But oft time men map beholde and le 

Chat lilies growen amõg theſe nettles thicke 
And ffoure delice in mids theſe wedes wicke. 


Thus while J reſted in the kynges houſe, 
Nothing aduertyng his deadly cruelty, 

His old hatred was ſo benemous, 

Ind ſo odible to deſtroy me: 

Bi ſelfe to auenge he toke my childzen thze, 
And ſikerly is it not a wonder, 

He cut their thzotes with a knife aſunder, 


Foꝛhe thought that it did hiin good 
Them todilmember into peces linall; . 
In 


Ind in a vefell fo2 to gather their bloude 
While they lay ſtill and loked on him pale, 
This was his dede in a deſert vale 
Within a caue that no man ſhoald eſpy, 
Treaſon conſpired of his falle tyzanny. 


This was the ſubſtaunce of his ſacrifice, 
To flee my childer, #make their harts blede. 
J trowe the Gods therof did agriſe, 

Okhis falſe offrynge whan they toke hede, 
He did their membꝛes after roſt and lede, 
Ind with tais vyande moſt abhominable 

He made me to be leruedat the table. 


In conert cruſes(alſo thus it ſtode) 

To ſtaũch mi thirſt thꝛough his cruel dẽgeãce 
He made me bnknowe dꝛynke their bloud. 
Was not this thing to goddes dilpleaſauncee 
pes J dare ſaye, foꝛ by demonſtraunce, 
Vpon this dede without moze obſtacle, 

The lunne in heauen chewed a mpꝛacle: 


Whiche ſoꝛe agryſed might not beholde 
With his beames theron to caſt his ſyght, 
Fo: diſpleaſaũte his clearenes gan wholde 


And foz vengeaunceto withdzaw his iyght, 


The day turnyng foꝛ hozrour into nyght, 
Whan he Gone bayghtelt in his midday ſpere, 
Shꝛowded his fate and woulde not appere. 


But J alas vpon this caſe hoꝛrible 

That coulde not pmagpn ne thynke, 

On any matter that was ſo odible, 

Eat their ftehe, their bloude alſo did dꝛynke: 
Whiche lo loꝛe dothe to mine hart ſynke, 
That J may not touchyng this aduenture 
The tircumſtaunce foz conſtraint dilcure. 


It nedeth me not to make rehearſayle 
Touchynge mine exyle, ok all maner thinges, 
Ok diuers ſoꝛowes that me did aſſaple, 

My wofkull lighes, ne my grenons wepings: 
Ne vpon nightes my dolozous wakinges, 
My pouert, nether how J ſtode in dzede, 
Toleſe my life, wherot Bochas take hede. 


Ind remembꝛe all the circumſtannces, 
It euer thop ſaweſt ok high oꝛ low degre, 


Moꝛe contrary oz moze vnhappy chaunces, 


Than thou haſt heard remembꝛed here ofme 
Wey in balaunce my ſoꝛowes, let mele - 
If any ſoꝛowe 02 milchefe vnrecured, 

Map counterpapſe to that J haue endurede 


Mine info2tunes J founde them ape lo fell 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Without fauout and luccoure, dilpurueped. 
My bꝛother on me was euer lo ctucll, 

Chat J fall oft deſiered to haue died: 

Foz to this day my ſptrite hath ben conueped 
With ſoꝛow and wo deuoyde of all refuge, 
Whecfoze I pꝛay the, O Sochas be mp iuge. 


And in thy wꝛityng leaue me not behynde, 
Nether in thy boke that thou not diſdayne, 
Among tho folke that thou haue me in mynd, 
Which Þ foz ſoꝛow, wepe, wayle, andplayne: 
And thus Thieſtes rehearſyng all his paine, 
Like as he would him ſelfein pieces rende, 
Made vats Bochas of his tale an ende. 


The. ti. Chapter. 


Chow Atreus exculeth him ſelfe of murder, 
and of his bzothers adnoutry done 
with Europa quene. 


Treus tame after with a full pale chere 
And of ermy full dead in his vyſage, 
Unto Bochas gan to appꝛoche nere, 
Like as he had be fallen in a rage, 
And furiouſly abzayde in his langage, 
How may this be that like a man were wode 
Thieſtes hath his benym low abzode: 


Ind like arybaude falſly me accuſed: 
Notwithftandyng that J full clearely ſe 
Mime inkoꝛtunes which may not be refuſed, 
So ſoze alas they woꝛke agaynſt me. 

Ind though Thieltes falſe and vntrue be, 
And vnto the Bochas with a face pale 
Agapuſt me hath foꝛged here a tale, 


Whirhe in effect chalbe found vntrue, 

Af J haue time my complaynt to declare: 
Foz J purpole to tell a tale newe ö 
Fro poynt to poynt, and foz no man ſpare, 
How he was ground and rote ot all my care, 


And ouer like as it is befalil, 
Reyerte the beginnyng of my loro wes all. 


Sometime whan J raigned in Piſſene, 


Soeben flouryng in my frechenes, 


ith my wife Europa that was quene, 
Mott renomed that time of fayzenes, 
Thieſtes than as grounde of all fallenes, 
Ton traytour his tyme did eſpye, | 
ough his kalle kraude and tattery, 


Compaſſed a meane within my titye, 


9 


By lleighty wyles that were incomparable, 
To cozrupt my wiues chaſtitie, 

My vedde defoulyng a thing intollerable, 
Ind to the Gods very abhominable: 
Ulyng the quene to his flechely pleaſaunce, 
C vll vato the tyme that in continuaunce 


She by him had ſonnes two oz the, 
Echone bꝛought fozth in falſe aduoutry: 
Dempnug none other but they had be 
Mine owne childzen, till that J did eſpye 
How this ſwyne through his falſe lechery 
This Tyieſtes, after Europa | 
Lay with his daughter called Pelopeta, 


Ind by pꝛoceſſe foꝛthe a chylde ſhe bzought 
Called Egiſtus whiche whan he came toage 
Is ſaith Bochas much treaſon wzought: 
Foz by his malice andhis great outrage, 
Deſtroyed was all whole the lynage 

Of Tantalus, whiche by his liuyng 

In Frygia raygned as lozde and kyng, 


But this Egiſtus of whom J ſpake tofozne 
Falſely begotten (mine auctour ſayth þ ſame) 
Ok Pelopeta,anone as he was bozne, 

To hyde the launder,and alſo the fame, 

Ok Thieſtes, and alſo toſane his name, 
Whan he was but a day of age, 

He was out call to beaſtes ſauage 


To be deuoured:the ſtoꝛy is well couthe. 
A melche gote God lyſt foz him pꝛouide, 
To foſter him in his tender pouthe. 

He nyght and day liynge by her ſyde, 
Within the fo2eſt thus he did abyde: 
Unto the tyme he gan growe in age, 
Than to the court he holdeth his paſſage, 


WherfozecD Bochas)ofhart J pzay the, 
Whiche of theſe ſtoꝛies is moſt terrible 

Ok Edippus, Jocaſta,ozof me: 

Tel on anone it it be poſſible, . 
Vhiche of theſe ſoꝛowes is moſt penible: 
Ok the Thebane bzethzen ful of wo and tene, 
©: ot vs twapne bzethzen of Miſſenez 


I am aknowe as foꝛ my party, 

Ok vengeaunce'J did a cruell dede: 

I flough his childꝛen of malyte and enuy, 
Ind roſted them whan they were deade, 
Onely bitaule, it thou liſt take hede. 

That he begate thẽ, as rote ok all this ſtryfe, 
Upon Europa which that was my wile. 


of John Bochas. 


Teaf.xxi. 


Such hatefull thinges ech man Could lothe, 
Which apparteyneth to murder and treſon: 
Thus map I ſape we be vnhappy both, 

He firſt by treſpace of foznication, 

Done by the quene wythin my region: 

And J flaundzed on that other (yde, *' 

Ok haſty vengeaunce to be an homicyde, 


My bedde he defouled by his aduoutrp, - 
To God and man a thing moſt deteſtable: 
And J of malice and falſemelancholy, 
Slough his childer, a ſerued the at the table, 
Thus enterchaunging if it be commendable, 
Eche was deſyzous thzoughe our vnhapppe 
Upon other to do vengeaunce, (thaunce 


Our great hatred moſt odious found of all, 
Our cruell dedes w2ought on eyther lyde, 
Senecke reherceth them in eſpeciall 

In his tragedies, and there he dothe deuide 
Our complayntes, our malice, and our pꝛyde 
Our fatall ende in ſozow and milchefe tyned, 
Whan Ittropog our liues thzede vntwyned, 


Whan John Bochas fully had eſpied 

Ok theſe two bzethzen the accuſations, 
Ind how they had maliciouſly replyed, 
Eche agapnſt other in their dilcentions, 
He began duly to heare their mocions: 
Put vp his pen, # wꝛote not moze a wozd, 
Ok their fury,ne of their falſe dilcoꝛde. 


CLenuoy, 


Te tragedy cheweth a fygure, 

A maner of mage and allo likenes. 
How contrary it is vnto nature, 

Bloude vnto bloud to Chew vnkyndnes: 
This wo kull ſtoꝛy can well beare witneg, 
All ſuch debates ben as ye (hall fynde, 
Hatefull to God and contrary vnto kynde, 


Foz there is no moze dzeadfull aduenture 
Than in kynred to kynde frowardnes, 
Neither no domage moꝛe perilous tendure, 
Than in fredHyp whan there is ſtraũgenes: 
A maner party by example J dare expꝛeſſe. 
To le the tree debate agaynſt the rynde, 

To God right hateful, and contrary tobynd, 


Euerp beaſt, and euery creature 

Loueth his ſẽblable of kynde right J geſſe: 
Ind whi in one truth doth tway harts aſſure 
Undoparted of very perkitenes, 41 
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It were a bycious frowarde curſednes 
Their loue to vnknytte, to lole, oz vnbinde, 
Hatefull to God, and contrary vnto kynde, 


Pꝛinces, pꝛynceſſes, do pour buſy cure, 

Fro you to auoyd, ſtrife, fraude, ⁊ doublenes: 
Remember you bpon the vnhappy cure 

Ot thele two bꝛethꝛẽ, and their wzetchednes, 
And of their bothe malicious wilkulnes, 

Ind of their ſtrife, haue this well in mynde: 
To God right hatekull, and contrary to kind, 


The. xii. Chapter. 


Ok duke Thelius and Ariadne that ſaued 
his life in a caue, and how he like a foz\wozne 
man fozſoke her. and wedded fayze 
Phedꝛa, which after llewe 
her lelfe. 


Was called nouriſh ok philoſophers wile 

Princelle of poetes and expert ozatours, 
Sũme of all ſcieuces as clarkes can deuile, 
LOhence all cunnyng moſt clearely did arple: 
Named of Grece the lanterne and the light, 
Dhich thzough al erth ched his bemes bꝛight 


With noble titles which ben out of number 

In euery coaſt his renome did chyne: 

The fame therof was clipſed w none bmber, 
All other ſcholes it did ſo enlumine, 

Fo in that citye plainely to determine 

Ok the. vil. artes, as fro one head did fpzing 
As out ok riuers, ſtreames of all cunnyng. 


OA Scan whan it was in his floures, 


Theſe ſciences were called liberall, 
Onelp of fredome, fraunchiſe, and libertie, 
Foz of a ſtocke that were pꝛoued thzall, 
There ould no bzaunch ſtudy in that citpe: 
But the ilke bloude that were founde free, 
Bothe by diſcent, and liniall high nobleſſe, 
There to ſcholep ould haue entreſſe. 


This citye was ſacred to Mynerue, 

Foz their wildome and their ſapience: 

Ok Mercury the feaſtes they oblerue, 

Fo: rethoꝛike and foꝛ eloquence, 

And mighty Mars gaue them inſtuence 
With glad alpectes, their party to amende, 
Nobles of knighthode, their cleargy to delẽd 


This toune was nobled bi title of other — 
ges 
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And moſt glozious rekened in that age, 

By ſucceſſion ot dnkes and of kynges, 
Among which, duke Theſtus by lynage 
Sonne of Egiſtus, full freche in his courage, 
Excellyng all of pzudence and manhede 
That euer did the crowne there poſlede, 


Foz to that citye thꝛough his nobleſſe- 

In their defence, luch truſt, ſuch affiaunce, 
He gaue to them by his expert pꝛowes, 
Ok his triumphes lo great aboundaunce: 
Ind ſpecially their renome to auaunce, 

He made them free their truage to lete, 


Apenſt Mynos the mighty kyng of Crete. 


Foz by his foꝛcecthe ſtoꝛy is well couthe) 
Them to franchile and all that region, 
The Mynotaur he ſlough in tender youth, 
And akter warde he ok deuocion, 

To acquite him ſelfe like a champion, 

The rok made lolemne ſacrifice, 

To Jupiter in moſt humble wiſe. 


And ofa Theatre called Maraton, 
Duke Theſeus had the victozpe, 

Itter he went to Colchos with Jaſon, 
Chiefe of counſayle,as made is memozy, 
Ind by pꝛoreſſe to augment his gloꝛp. 
With Hercules his bzother to conuep, 
Igaynſt Amalones he went to warrey, 


Conquered them. his manhode was wel ſene, 
His foꝛte, his nobleſſe, in that moztall ſtryfe: 
And after that Jpolita the quene 

This Theleus toke vnto his wife. 

Ind foꝛ his bꝛothet he ieoparded his lyſe, 
Duke Perithous, whan he did bndertake 
The Centaures to outrap foz his lake. 


This Centaures poetes lpecifye, 

Ind Seruius maketh mencion, 

How they were ſumtyme engendꝛed on a ſky 
Whan firſt their father called Jxion 

Was enamozed full many a day agone, 
Upon Juno, becauſe Ge was ſo fapze, 
Gouerneſſe,and goddeſſe of the ayze, 


(This Ixion was her ſecretary, 

Ind foz her fayzenes and excellent beauty, 
Loued her hote:albeit he was contrary 

To his deſire, Bochas read and pe map ſe: 
Him to delude, he wziteth how that e 

Her ſelfe tranſfoꝛmed as ſhe þ might a could, 
Into the likenes of an heauenly —— 


This Jrion playnly ſuppoſyng 

It was her ſelfe:and euen thus he wꝛought 
The cloude embzacyng wout moꝛe tatiynge, 
Of his foly the goddelle there he (ought, 
And w their medlyng fozth they bzought 
The Centaures, theſe beaſtes matruelous, 
Whiche ok nature ben kounde monſtruous. 


Halfe mã, halfe hozſe, departed thus in twain 
And wonderfull by their diſcriptton, 

Of falſe malyce did them ſelke ozdayne, 

On Pirithous to make enuaſion: 

Ind hun to put out of poſſeſſion 

Ok his wife called Jpodamen, 

And her to rauiſhe maugry all his men. 


There were of the an hundzed in number, 
Swift as the winde in their courſe runnyng 
Whiche of malyce caſt them to encumber, 
Duke Pirithous the day of his weddyng: 
And to rauych his wyfe at their commyng, 

It foꝛ his party there were no defence 
Agapnlt their power to make reliſtence. 


But Theſeus lyſt not to delay, 

Pirithous his bzother to defende: 

Firſt the Centaures knyghtly he did outrap, 
Do moztally,they durſt not him offende, 
After the conqueſt to hell they did deſcende, 
Duke Pirithoe:and wozthy Theſeus, 
Maugry the daunger of cruell Cerberus, 


There they rauihed in their moztall tene 
(Thzough their unyghthode, ik pe liſt to lere, 
Deſpite of Pluto, Pꝛolerpina the quene 
Whiche of Jupiter was the daughter dere, 
Ind Pirithous founde firſt the manere 

Of wilfull fozce though his high renoun, 
Realmes to conquere , and hold in poſſeſſion, 


But by wꝛityng ſothly of Oupde, 

He plapnly telleth how duke Theſeus 
Areſted was in hell, and maſt abyde, 
By the fozce ot cruell Cerberus. 

Ind Pluto was to hym contratious, 
Tyll Pirithous to fynde a relees, 
The caſe declared vnto Hercules. 


Whiche of his knighthode a remedy founde: 
To helpe his frende did his buly paine, 
Firſt by his pzowes Cerberus he bounde 
It hell gates wytha treble chayne. 

Ind ok his manhode he did ſo ozdayne, 
Duke Theleus from daunger to diſcharge, 
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Maugry of Pluto foz to go at large. 


They were in armes bzethzen bothe twayne, 
Loued as bzethzen bothe in warre and pers, 
(That neither coulde vnto other frayne; 
Their life to ieopard, and put the ſeit in pꝛees 
Ind both as bzethzen were called Yercules, 
To ligniky(Poetes can well tell) 

This name in conqueſt all other doth excel: 


Bp olde tyme they that were pereles 

Foz their nobles in diuers regions, 

All they foz manhode were named Hercules. 
Such as were noyled foꝛ famous champions 
Tygres to daunt, eke boares, and lyons: 
And renoumed among them euerpchone, 
Bochas affirmeth that Theſeus was one, 


Firſt(as J ſayd) by his knyghtly trauaple 
Whan Athens ſtode in deuiſion, 

Among them lelues by warre and battayle, 
By his wiſdome and his diſcrecion, 

To let accoꝛd within that noble towne 
Them that were exiled # ſtode in no certeyne 
He of his knyghthode made the reſozt ayen. 


He gaue thc lawes wherby thei (hold the gye 
Noble ſtatutes founded of reaſon: 

Det amonge them ſo pzudent policy 

In their liuyng.that no diſcention 

Shoulde aryſe by none occaſion, 

Among them lelues in hye oz lowe eſtate, 
Pꝛouidyng euer that there were no debate. 


Thus began the city encreaſc and multiplye, 
To ware famous of wildome and richeſſe: 
There ſpꝛong the well fyzſt of Philoſophy, 
There firſt of unyghthode role the hye nobles 
By Theſeus,Bochas beareth wytnes, 
Thus thinges two like as it is founde, 
Cleargy and la we did there firſt abounde, 


Foz to ſet the citye in quiete 

He made peace thzough all that region: 

Ind of knyghthode he manly did mete 

The cruell tyzant that called was Creon, 
Maugre him made reſtitucion 

Ok loꝛdes bones that were at Thebes ſlapn, 
To the ladyes,wherof they were full fayne, 


Thus thꝛough Grece his renome ſpꝛadde, 

His knyghtly fame began to multiply: 

And long in toye thus his life he ladde, 

While that Foztune lift = magnify. _ 
. obs 


But ape her ioye is meynt with lome enup, 
Foz (he froward liſt no moze fotourne 
With Theleus, but began her to face tourne 


Away &o him: were peruerte and froward, 
Ok his gloꝛy, vngoodly gan to doubul, 
Downe fro her whele, he made go backward 
Ol his good name che gan the fethers pull, 
Whan his nobleſſe was higheſt at full, 

I meane the full ok his felicitpe, | 
There kolowed an ebbe of great aduerſitie. 


Ind moꝛeouer her frowardly to aquite, 

His vnhaps rehearſyng one by one, 

One the firſt, as Bochas lift to endite, 
Was when he lay in Crete among his fone: 
Ind out of pzyſon ſhould into Grece gone, 
Repay2yng homeward a him ſelfe wdzawe, 
The Mynotaur whan he had yſlawe. 


The firſt empzyſe that he vndertoke, 

Was whan he eſcaped the tmpoztable payne, 
Of Mypnotaurs, like as ſayth my boke: 

And whim had the kings daughters twapne 
That he of malice falſely liſt diſdayne: 
Ayenſt Aꝛzpadne which did him laue 

From the death, whan he lap in the caue, 


Should haue ben ſlaine had not his ſocour be 
In his repayꝛe he toke therofno hede: 

He left her alone in great aduerſitye, 

Within an ple, in miſchefe, loꝛowe and dꝛede. 
And fayze Phedꝛa with him he did lede, 
Wedded her like a foz\wozne man, 

Thus w vntruth his miſcheke fir ſt began. 


How Phedꝛa quit her, 5 ſtozp is well know: 
In his ablence, Bochas waiteth thus, 
Vhan that ſhe within a little thzowe 
Loued agaynſt kynde, her ſonne Jpolitus, 
But he to her was contrarious, 

LOoulde not aſſent to ſo foule a dede, 

Foz hamehe fted,# percel alſo foꝛ dꝛede. 


To his father ſhe him did accuſe, 

Is ye tofoꝛne haue the ſtoꝛp lene: 

Aud foꝛ he did her company refuſe, 

He went away and came neuer agayne. 
Foz ye haue heard how that he was ſlapne, 
Within a chaze though his vnhappy chaũce: 
And how Phedꝛa thꝛough vengeaunce, 


Slough her lelfe, agaynſt all womanhede, 
Here in this boke tofoze as J you tolde. 
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Ok which thing whan Thelius toke hede, 


Thought it was vegeaunce toz his offece old: 


Foꝛhe not quit him like as he was beholde, 


To Ariadne whiche ould haue be his wyt2, 


By whole ſuccour he ſcaped with his lp fe. 


This in foꝛtune and this bnhappy chaunce 
Was to his nobles full contrarious, 

The death allo was to him a vengeaunce, 
Ok his lonne called Jpolitus: 

Fo2 ſoꝛow of whom this duke Theſens 
With ſalt teares ſo2e began to plapne, 
And helde the exequies of the ilke twayne. 


J trowe allo it did him loꝛe greue, 

Duke Pirotheus whan he lawe deade, 
Slayne with a beaſt, and myght not releue, 
Of kig Oꝛchus hoũd which had a treble head 
Wnole teeth hoꝛrible of his bloud were redde: 
Whiche intoꝛtune when he gan beholde, 
Unto the death he felt his hart colde. 


And foz to reken the great wꝛetchednes, 
The vnhappy chaunces Y fell hum in his lyfe, 
Among all his other great diſtreſſes, 

Was none ſo moꝛtall and ſo full of ſtrife, 

As was whan he gaue credence to his wyke, 
Phedza called,whiche of intencion 
Compaſſed vntraely an acculation 


Upon Jpolytus,of hatred and enuy, 
Becauſe he woulde not do lo great offence, 
As foz to aſſent to her lechery: 

Therfoꝛe of death he felt the vyolence, 

And foz his father to ſone gaue credence, 
Bochas foꝛbade huſbandes all their lpues, 
Without pꝛefe, not leue to lone their wyues. 


Neither be to haſty tales foꝛ to leue 

Ol flaterers, in chamber ne at the table: 
Fozgers of leſyngs my auctoz doth wel pꝛeue 
To abide w loꝛdes that they be not able, 
Dereon he maketh a chapitle notable, 

And ok his wꝛytyng this was the cauſe why, 
That pꝛynces ſhould exampyne eche party. 


Ok wiſdome alſo,and of dilcrecion, 

Without a pꝛefe not be parciall, 

Foz to a pꝛynte it is confuſion, 

Ik betwene parties he be not found egall: 

Cauſed many one foꝛ to haue a fall. 

God ſuffreth ſuch not longe to contune 

Withdzaw their grace, ⁊ hindzeth their _ 
hus 
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Thus Theſeus {oz his haltines 

His happe, his grace, diſcteaſed day by day. 
The fame appalled of his wozthines, 

And frowarde foztune alſo in a wayte lay 
Fo his defautes,to hinder him if He may, 
Caſt che woulde his nobles diſauaunce: 
And than his kyngdome by diſobeyſaynce, 


From him Wdꝛawe honour andreuerence, 
Full frowardlye thzough all his region 
They of Athens by cruell vpolence, 

Fyll agapuſt him in rebellion; 

That he was fayne to flye out of that towne, 
Thus hath foꝛtune darked the hzyghtnes 
Ok all his nobles, and caſt hym in diſtreſſe, 


Thus was the ende by great contrariouſtie, 
Df Theſeus,after hys dayes glade, 

Whan the freſhe floure ok olde felicitie 
Foꝛtune aduerſe made them foz to fade. 
Eche thyng muſt bowe whan it is ouerlade, 
Woꝛchyp # honour whan they bꝛighteſt ſhine 
w vnware chaunges than ratheſt do declpne. 


© Lenuoy, 


-7 He vn(ure gladnes, the toye tranſitozy, 
The vnſtable ſurenes,the tranſmutcatios, 

Theclowdy bꝛightnes, the falſe eclipſed gloꝛy 

Ok earthtiy pꝛynces, whiche haue poſſeſſions, 

Monarchies and dominacions, 

Their ſodayne chaunge declareth to vs all 

Their lwete luger is mepnt with bitter gall. 


Q his blynde goddeſſe in her conliſtozy, 
With her pleaſaunce medleth dilcentions: 


Akter triumphes, conqueſt, and victozy; 


Reueth from kynges their ſcepters a crowns 
Troubleth the people with falſe rebellions, 
De thele dukes which from the whele be fall 
Il woꝛldly ſuger is meynt with bytter gall, 


This tragedy maketh memoꝛy | 

Ok dukes twayne and of their hye renounes, 
And of their lone wzite a great hiſtozy, 

Ind how they conquered diners regions: 
Gouerned cities,countrepes,# alſo townes, 
Tyll foztune their pꝛowes did appall, 
To ſhew their luger was meint w bitter gal. 


Pꝛynces, pꝛyncelſlſes, ſe how deceptoꝛp, 
Ben all theſe wozldly reuoluttons: 
Ind how fo2tune in herrertinatozy; 
Dith her treacle tempzeth falſe poplong. 
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So marueilous ben her confections, 
Of krowardnes che wyll what ſo befall, 
Euer with her ſuger of cuſtome temper gall, 


C Che. xiii. Chapter. 
CHere Bochas wꝛiteth agaynſte them that 
geueth haſtye credence to lpers 
and flatterers. 


N this chapter Bochas in ſentence, 
Repzeueth # blameth not onely pꝛinces, 

© But all them that lyghtly geueth eredẽce 

Toeuery tale and fable whiche is 

Repozted vnto them foz ſothkaſtneſſe: 

Ind liſt nothing do as it were due, 

To pꝛoue the truth were it falſe oz true. 
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Ill though ſo be in euery maner age 

Folkes ben diuers of condicions, 

To turne,piye.and chaunge in their courage 
Toouther party with ſodayne mocions, 
Ind fo2 to bowe by tran{mutations 

With euery wynde as the vnſtable leaues, 
Which hang on trees, in fozeſtes & in greues, 


But of al chaũges 5ᷣ chaunge is moſt to dꝛede 
And moſt fearfull is that variaunce, 

Wha that pꝛinces whych may the people lede, 
Ben founde vnſtable in their gouernaunce: 
Foz their nobles and their hye puiſſaunce 
Aſareth them by a maner of kozme, 

What euer the liſt to accomplrſhe a perfozme 


To comen p2ofite they moſt may aueple, 
Whan they ben ruled by wiſdome and reaſon 
Ind to the people they map moſt diſaueyle, 
Whan they lacke wytte and diſcrecion, 
Thus betwene twayne in euery region 

The people dz aweth, who that can diſcerne, 
To good o2 badde as pꝛynces them gouerne. 


They may not be tohaſty.ne to ſodayne, 
But do all thyng by good aduiſement; 
Kepe the fro tonges 5̊ parted be in twayne, 
Not be to haſty to geue no iudgement: 
Ind of folkes whan they ben abſent, 
Lieue no tales neither geue no credence, 
Tyll that the patty map come to euidence. 


Sumtime hath happed that ſlowe credence 
Hath in ſome be founde full noyous, 
But haſty credence J dare lap in ſentence, 
A thonſande folde is moze perillous: 
Foz vnaduiſed all haſte is odious. 
E. ü. Foz 


The firſt boke 


Fot haſte full oft foꝛ latke of reaſon, 
Df muche people hath ben deſtruction, 


There js no domage that men can purpoſe 
Moe to be dꝛadde noꝛ moze lamentable 
Than a pꝛynce his eares to bnclole 

To cuery tale and euerp fable: 

J is a token their hartes be not ſtable, 
Whan they to flatterers their eares do apply 
Namelp to ſuche that can well foꝛge # le. 


Folke ben diuers, ſome falſe, ſome true, 

In diners ſtudies done theic buſines: 
Some can ſtudp, and finde out tales newe, 
And ſome foꝛ lucre can maintayne fallenes, 
And holde vp quarels ayenſt ryghtwilenes. 
Pꝛetendyng truth vader a falſe entent, 

To hinder kolkes whiche ben innocent. 


Men to ſuppole it were a great folye 
That folkes ſhoulde in their opinion 
S peake oꝛ pꝛonounce all on one patty, 
Oz holde one way in their intencion: 
Foꝛ ſemblably as there is a diuiſion 
Of courages, ot hye oꝛ lowe degre, 
So ts there truly a great diuerlitie 


In rehearlall, oꝛ repoꝛt of a thing. 

Foꝛ to his party eche man is fauourable, 
Some man can (ay well in al his rehearſyng 
Some man is double, and ſome diſceanable: 
Some men (ay true, and ſome be bartable, 
Wherfoze a pꝛynce of ryght as it doth leme, 
Should well examen befoze that he deme, 


Foꝛ there is none moꝛe d2eadfull peſtilence, 
Than a tonge that can ftatter and fage: 
Foꝛ wyth his curſed crabbed vyzulence, 

He enkecteth folke of euery age. 

Wo to tonges froward of their langage, 
And wo to tonges, falſe, furious, and wode, 
Which of no perſon neuer can lay good. 


Bochas rehearſeth, it is right well ſittyng 
That euerp man other do commende, 

And ſay the beſt alway in repoztyng: 

Foz in well ſatyng no man may offende, 
IDhyere men ſay well god will his grace ſend, 
After as men be, me muſt their pꝛaile vpzaiſe 
Like their merites alowe them oz dilpꝛapſe. 


But where a thing is vtterly bnknowe, 
Let no man there be haſty of ſentence: 
Foz ryghtfull iudges ſittyng on a rowe 


Of their wiſdome and of their hye pzudence, N 
Will of trouth haue firſt ſome euidence. | 
J meane ſuch as gouerned be by grace) | 
Oꝛ any dome kozthe of their lippes pace, 

A pzunte would aſſemble thinges twayne 
Within him elke, full pꝛzudently :/ 
Shut vn the domes betwene lockes twayne, 

One ok the ſoule:to reafon foꝛ that parry” _ 


Pꝛudente cholen, and right foz the body. 


Ind betwene them bothe oz he geueſentente, 
To counſaple call truth and good tonſcience. 


Tirck to conſider wyth euery cirenmſtaunte, 
Ind diligently do theron his laboure, 

Ok diſcrecion to take the balaunce: 

And firſt wey out who is the accufour, 

And whether that he foz fallenes oz fauoure, 
In his pꝛoceſſe liſt topzocede, A 
Yereof a pꝛynce malt of ryght take hede. 


He mult alſo conſider by and by 

What he is, that to him is accuſed, 

And whether the accuſour, be frend oz enemy 
Oz whether he ſhalbe accept ozrefuſed, 

In his actes this muſt afoze be muſed. 

And whether he be by repozt of his name, 

I man weil noyſed,oz ſlaundzed by diffame, 


Ik Theſins thus had ben auyſed, 

Ind conſidered of reaſon the manere: 
He had not ſo haſtely deuiſed | 
His ſonnes death, like as pe ſhall leare. 
Fo2 if there had aſſembled be in fete, 

In his perlon, pꝛudence and reaſon, 
He choulde haue ſene in his deſcrecton, 


By knowlegyng of long experience, 

Okhis wyke the great vnſtedfaſtnes: 

Which thzough her falſe compaſſed eloquence 
Was teady euer to bꝛyng fotke to diſtreſſe. 
And in his wzityng Bochas beareth witnes, 
Of their nature women can ffatter and fage; 
Ind be lumtyme to copious of their langage. 
Allo of pfdome,duke Theſing | 
Shotldhaue conſidzed afozein his entent, 


How that his ſonne called Jpolytus; 
SOkall vnclennes was founde euer innocent: 
And how that he by cuſtome made his went 
Into fozelkes duryyge his ponge age, 
To hunt at beaſtes; ich that were lauage. 
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Mother of vices, with his bow in hand, 
Diana to ſerue ot huntyng chete goddeſſe: 
Sumtime to hauke he did his bulines, 
Allo vnto fichyng greatly he was applyed, 
So that his youth was neuer vnoccupied , 


Thus he lined in woodes ſolitary, 

And of Uenus diſpiled the leruice: 

Among women he would neuer tary, 
Their felowchyp he did alway delpile, 

Foz he demed by ſentence of the wiſe, 

Who toucheth pytche by a ſaye men map le, 
It fayleth not he hall defouled be, 


Jpolitus ſawe wel this thing befoze, 
Kept him at large from ſuch contagiolitie 
His grene youth he would not haue it loze, 
To be defouled foz lacke of chaſtitie, 

Fo he liued euer in virginttie, 

And neuer did(Bochas will not bary) 
Nothing that was bnto God contrary. 


Thus ok entent he kept his bodyclene, 
Duryng his life both in thought and dede: 
Whoſe mother was Jpolita, the quene 
Ok Amalones, in Ouide pe may rede. 
But wo alas that Theſeus tokehede, 
Fo: a tale of Phedza full ofgyle, 
Without gilte his lonne lo to exple. 


Ifter whoſe death ſome Poetes ſayne, 
Dowe that Dyana foz his chaſtitie, 
Reſtoꝛed him vnto like agayne 

By Eſculapius, and gaue him lybertye 
In her fozeſtes to hunt and to go fre: 

Foz whiche reſtoꝛyngcas wzite Ouidius) 
As twyle a man men call hym Uirbius. 


But Bochas here J not what he doth mene, 
Maketh in his boke an exclamation, 
Igaynſt women, that pity is to lene: 
Sayth how their life, and their generation, 
Ben of their nature double of condicion. 
And calleth them alſo,diuers and vnſtable, 
Beaſtes reſemblyng, that ben inlaciable. 


He meaneth of women bozne in Crete, 
And nothyng of them 5 dwell in this coũtrey. 
Foz women here all doublenes they lete, 
And haue no tatche ol mutabilitie: 

They loue no chaunges, ne no duplicitie. 
Foz their huſbandes incauſes ſmall oz great; 
Whatloeuer they (ay,they can not toũterplete 


of John Bochas 
On hilles and valeys, jo eſchue idlenes 


tat. xxiiii 


Bleſſed be god that them hath made lo meke, 
So humble and fearfull of their condicions: 
Foz though men would cauls and matter leke 
Againſt their pacience,to finde occaſions, 
(They haue refuſed all contradictions, * 

Ind the lubmitted thzougy their gouernaũce, 
Onelp to mekenes and womanly (uffraunce, 


J ſpeake not of one. I ſpeke of euerpchone 
That ben pꝛoteſled vnto lowiines, (none 
Thei mai haue mouthes, but lãgage haue thei 
Ill true huſbandes can beare hereof witneſſe, 
Foz wedded men, J dare full well erpzeſſe, 
That haue aſſayed,and had experience, 

Belt can retoꝛde, ot wifely pacience, 


Fo: as it longeth to men to be ſturdy, 

And ſumwhat frowarde as of their nature: 
Right lo can womenſuffer paciently, 

And all wzonges womanly endure, 

Men choulde attempt no maner creature, 
Ind namely women, their mekenes to pꝛeue, 
Which may wel liffer, it no man them greue. 


Euery thing reſoꝛteth to his kynde, 

(As Bochas wꝛiteth) ſumtyme of the pere: 
And who ſercheth by pꝛoceſſe he hall fynde, 
That truth a vertue may neuer fade ok chere: 
Foz rightwiſenes will al way chyne clere. 
Truth and fallnes in what they haue to done, 
They map no while aſſemble in one perſone. 


Feare and ffattery they ben contrary, 
They may together hold no long loiour: 
Neither ſimpleſſe whiche that can not vary, 
Map neuer accoꝛde with a baratour. 
Neyther innocence with a leſyngour, 
Neither chaſtite can not her ſelfe apply, 
Her to confozme vnto no rybaudzy, 


Eche thing hath a pꝛopet diſpoſition, 

By the oꝛdinaunce ſet in their courage: 

And ech man foloweth his condicion, 
Is ok the ſtocke the frute hath the tarrage. 
Pilgrymes may go full farre in their paſſags 
But J dare ſay how farre that euer they go, 
They beare (ome tarrage ofÞ they came fro, 


Bochas maketh an introduction 

Jn this chapiter,ofhygh nobleſſe 

That pzynces haue in their poſſeſſion: 
And by a maner laughyng doth erpzeſſe, 
How foꝛ to ſet them in great ſykerneſſe 
(They haue ſeruguntes bpon them abidynge, 
III N 
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Ind men of armes day and nyght awaytyng 


That no man map enter but he haue lycente. 

The froward pozters ſtandyng at the gate, 
ut men abacke by ſturdy vpolence: 

15 were full harde agaynſt them to debate. 

Their watches kept early and allo late, 

Tae to aſſure on nyghtes whan they ſlepe, 
ge cy3aberlains their 09zes tcaightly kepe. 


Men aſſigned their meates to aſſay, | 
To taſte their wynes leſt there were treaſon, 
Such moztall dzede theſe loꝛdes do affray, 
Sots their ſurenes meynt with luſpection: 
Duo feadeth him glaoly that feareth poyſonz 
But poꝛe folke franchiſed from (uch dzeade, 
Such as god doth lende, w myzthe they fede, 


But Poetes that wzite tragedies, 

Their complapnyng is all ofhve eſtates: 
Kegearſyng euer their piteous ieopardyes, 
Their lodayne chaũges, ⁊ their wokull fates, 
Their deuiſyons, and their moꝛtall debates, 
Ind ener cõclude, their dities who lo canrede, 
High eſtates ſtande aye moſt in dꝛede. 


Ground and rote ok all this moꝛtall trouble, 
Is Bochas w2iteth and beareth witnes, 
Ben thele lyers with their tonges double, 
Them elfe ape foꝛſyng truth to oppzeſle: 
With whom flattery is a chiefe maiſtreTe, 
Ind woꝛſt of all, to their dzeadfu!l ſentence, 
Is whan pꝛynces be haſty of credeace, 


DaTy credence is roote of all erroure, 

I fro ward ſtepmother of all good counſayle: 
Ground of great hindzing, a dzedefull diſceys 
Fay:e of face with a perilious taple. (uour, 
Gladly caacluding w tul great diſauaxle. 
Next neighbour vato repentaunce, 

To all that truſt a haue in her plealaunce. 


CLenuoy, 


p Kyntes. paicelles colider how in enery age 
Folkes ben diuers oftheir condiffons ** * 

To ply # turne andchaunge in their courage, 

Pet is there none to mine opinion, 

So dꝛeadfkall chaunge ne tranlmutation, 

I's C3aunge of pꝛyntes, to gene iugement, 

Ot haſty credence without auilement. 


Jt is well founde a palpng greatdomage, 
Ano wen and expert in euery region. 


The kpꝛſt boke 


Though a tale haue a fayze bylage, 

It map enclude full great deception, 

Hide vnder luger galle and fell poplon, 
With a freche face of double entendement: 
Pet geue no credence without auiſement. 


Let folkes beware of their langage, 

Kepe their tonges from oblocution: 

To hynder 02 hurte by no maner outrage, 
Pꝛeſerue their lyppes from all detraction, 
From champarty, and contradiction, 

Leſt that fraude were found in their entent, 
Ne gece no credence without auilement. 


Pꝛynces pꝛinceſſes ofnoble and high parage, 
Whiche haue lozd(hyp and do nination, 
VUoyde them alyde that can Hatter and fage: 
Fro tonges that haue a terrage of treaſon, 
Stoppc your eares, from their bitter ſoun, 
Be ciccumlpect, not haſtye but pꝛudent, 

Ind geue no credence without auilement. 


¶ The. xiiii. Chapter, 


¶ Ok quene Althea, and how Hercules by 
women _ -— to con⸗ 
| uſton, 


di Bocrhas had chewed his (ctence 
Ind declared his opinion 

Againſt the þ wer haſty of cred#ce, 
He begã anone to make a digreſſion 


Fto that matter:and of entencion 


To ſerche out mo his purpole to contune, 
That were downe caſt a hyndꝛed by foztune, 


Ind as him thought he ſa we a company 

Ol many woꝛthy whiche did appeare: 

Ind among all firſt he did eſpye, 

Nuene Flthea,as ſhe gan nygh him nere, 
Ill bewept het face, and alſo her chere, 
With (alt teares that pitye was to ſene, 
Whiche ſometune was of Calcidony quene. 


She was the daughter of kynge Theſtius, 
Wedded to ODene of Callidony kynge, 5 
Ol cheare and face appearing full piteous, 
Her heere ko toꝛne, and frowardly liyng: 


And in token allo of complapnynge, 


A's waiteth Bochas, wherof he toke hede, 
Blacke was her habite, e tozne was her wede 


A fonne che had Melliaget he byght, 
In eatth was there none faf2er tole: - With 
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{Ryght wel fauoured in euery mans ſyght, 
And as J fynde,at his natiuite 

Pꝛelent were the fatal ſuſters thze, 

With their rockes,and began to ſpyn kaſt, 
Jud toke a bꝛond, and in the fyze it caſt: 


And in that hour this was their langage: 
Touchynge thys chylde we full accoꝛded be, 
And haue diſpoſed alſo, the terme of his age 
The ſpace concluded ot his deſtyne, 

As long tyme who lo lyſt to ſe, 

Cy!l thys bꝛond among the coles reed, 

Be ful conſumed into aches dead. 


But whan Althea eſpied their entent, 
And conceyued the fyne of their ſentence: 
She roſe vp, and the bꝛond che hent 

Out of the fyze wpth ful great diligence, 
Quenched anone the fy2es violence, 

The dome of Parche ſhe gan thus diſobey, 
The bꝛond releruinge vnder locke # key, 


Touchyng the father of this Melliager, 
Oeneus, of hym thus J rede, 

Howe that he lought nighe and ferre 
Goddes a goddeſſes, whoſo lyſt take hede, 
In hope onely foz to haue great mede. 

Foz to them al, poetes thus deupſe, 

Saue to Diana he dyd lacrifyce, 


Wherof che caught an indignacion: 

Call the woulde on hym auenged be. 

Sent a Booze in to his region, 

Full ſauage and full of cruelte, | 
Which deuoured the frute of many a tree, 
Ind diſtroped his coꝛnes and his vynes, 
That ſuch ſcarſneſſe of vitaples ⁊ of wynes 


Das in his land vpon enery ſyde, 

That the people ofneceſſite, : 
Compelled were among to pꝛoupde 
Some meane o2 way to ſaue their countre: 
And at the laſt they condiltended de 
That SPelliager luſtyofhiscozage, (age 
Shoulde chole w him toltzes frech e vonge of 


This dꝛedeful Booze mightely to enthare. 
Jud fo2th they went echon deuopde ofdzede, 
With round ſperes they gan him tomanace 
But Melliager made fpzlt his ſpdes blede, 
And wyth a ſwerde than lmote of his hede. 
Mherof the countre was glad and fayne, 
And in this wyle the tulkye boꝛe was flaine. 


of John Bochas. 


Saus faine che 


Trat. xxrb 


Some bokes tell of this huntyng, 

That a lady whych was bone in Irge, 
Called Ithalanta doughter to the kyng, 

To lee this Booze toke on her the charge. 
And wyth an arowe made his woũdeg large, 
Ilſo in Dude ,lyke as it is founde, 
Becaule that he gaue the fyzſt wounde, 
Melliager anone foz a memoꝛpe, of 
As he that was her owne choſen knight, 
Gaue her the heed in token of this victozy.. 
But his two vncles ayenſt al (kyl and ryghte, 
Kaft her the head of very foꝛte and myght: 
Hauyng dilpite that che in her auyſe, 

Of this victoꝛy ſhoulde beate away the pꝛice. 


With which iniurp Melliager was wꝛoth, 
Igaynſt them pꝛoudly gan diſdayne: 

Pulled out a ſwerde # vpon the goeth, 

Ind thzoughehys manhode lle we his vacles 
Ind after y dyd his buſy panne (twaine: 
To take the heed, and wyth humble entent 
To Ithalanta agayne to be pꝛeſent. 


One ok his vncles was called Flerippug 

A manly knyght but yonge of age, 

(That other bzother named Theſeus, 

But whan their ſuſter herde of that outrage, 
Howe they were ſlayne, he gan in her viſage 
Wexe deed and pale, alas, foꝛ her bloud: 
Whan che eſpyed the caule howe it ſtode. 


She had no matter god wote ta be fapne, 
Quene Althea to ſtand and beholde, 

Yer bꝛetherne twayne of her {ou ſlayne 

At thehuntyng,of whych tofoze J tolde. 

F pꝛſt thynges twayne ſhe gan peiſe a vnfold, 
Ob her bꝛetherne the loue and nigh kynred,. 
Ind of her ſonne the haſty cruel dede. 


Andremembzing che caſteth in balaunce 
Ok hertely wo that ſhe dyd endure, 
Thought if che dyd vpõ their deth vengeaũce 
e aycult fue: 3 
g in a warre longe tyme ſhe dyd endure, 
Her deedly ſozowe peyſyng euery dell, 
Wheder the chalbe tender oz cruel, - -, 
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But than came fozth nature and ſayd nay, 


It was her ſonne,agaynſt all kyndly ryghte 


Of whom che caſt anenged foz to be: 

To women al an bgly ſtraunge lyghte, 
That a mother deuoyde of all pitie, 
Shoulde llee her childe ſo merciles parde, 
Nupe not ſo, nature wyl not aſſent, 

Foz il che dyd full ſoꝛe che chould repent, 


But O, alas, al fatal puruepante 

Kepeth his courle, as ſome clerkes layne: 
But the wꝛytyng of doctours in \ubſtaunce, 
And theſe diuynes reply there agapne, 

And affirme the opinion is in vapne, 

Ok them that truſt in fate oz deſteny, 

Foz God aboue hath the loueraintie. 


And of foztune the power may reſtrapne, 
To ſaue and ſpyl lyke as folke delerue: 
Ayenſt his wyl they may nothynge ozdayne, 
Ok neceſſite what courſe that they conlerue. 
But this matter al holy J relerue 

Unto diuines, to determyne and conclude, 
Wyyth nat partayneth vnto folkes rude, 


But Althea of Calcidony quene, 

Began ſoꝛe muſe and henge in balaunce: 
Her bꝛetherne deed whan ſhe dyd them ſene, 
Than was ſhe meued anon to do vengeaũce 
Upon her ſon, by ful great diſplealance. 
But as poetes lyſt foꝛ to compile, | 
Nature her made wdzawe her hand, a while, 


Thus betwene y2e and affection, 

She helde her long ofeuety partie able: 
Tyll that che caught in her opinion 

A ſoden rancoꝛ which made her be vengeable, 
And haſty woꝛth, which is not comendable, 
Apenſt her ſon made her with her hande 

Out ot her cheſt to take the fatall bzande, 


Ind ſodaynly the caſt it in the fyze, 

And wexed cruell agaynſt all womanhede, 
To execute her venomous delyꝛe. 

The fatall bꝛonde among the coles rede 
Conlumed was into alhes dede, 

And furjouſly in her melancoly, 

The vengeaunce done, che thus gan to try. 


The firſt boke 


Wherſo it be wylful o2 contrary, 
Upon his domes alwayetakyng hede, 
How that pe hall diſpoſe the fatal thꝛede, 


Thou Cloto takeſt thy rocke on hand, 
And Lacheſis after doth begyn, 

By great auile, who ſo can vnderſtande, 
The thꝛede of length to dꝛawe and to ſpyn. 
But whan the ſpirite chal frõ the bodye twin , 
Thou Atropos doeſt thy buſy payne, 
Ful frowardly to parte the thꝛed in twapne. 


J may wel playne in luch perdicion, 

Not foz a day, but wo alas foꝛ euer: 

Pe haue vntwyned and made deutſion, 

Ok my two bꝛetherne, a cauſed the dilceuer, 
That here on lyue Þ al ſe them neuer: 
And J ok haſte, alas why dyd J ſo: 
Tauenge their deth haue ſlayn my ſon alſo, 


O ye doughters of Cerberus the fell, 
Whole vgly moder was the blacke nyght, 
Al your kyndzed and linage lyue in hell, 
And foz to auẽge the wꝛong # great vnryght 
Which J haue accompliſhed in your ſyght, 
J wyl wyth you perpetually complayne, 
Like my deſert,tendure ſoꝛow and payne, 


Ind whyle che gan w her ſelfe thus ſtryue 
Upon her ſoꝛowes that were endleſſe: 
She made a ſwerde though her hert to riue, 
Or her lelfe the was here recheles. 

And Bochas after among al the pzeſe, 
Sawe as hym thoughte wyth a full yidious 
Deed ok viſage , Hercules appere. (chere 


Whoſe father was Jupiter the greate, 

His mother doughter of Amphitrion, 
Called Flcumena ſumtyme bozne in Crete. 
Ind as poetes reherce one by one, 

So excellent was there neuer none 

To ſpetee of conqueſt, of victozy and fame, 
Here in thys woꝛld that had ſo great a name. 


Dꝛedful of loke he was and ryght terible, 
His berde allo blacke which hing lowe doun: 


And al his heer as bꝛiſtels were hozible, 


Yys robe alſo ful maruaplous of facion, 
Was of the ſkynne ok a fieree lyon, 
Wyych from his backe of very foꝛce he rent: 


O pe Parte kroward ſuſters thzee Mithin a fozeſt a lone whanhe went. 


ich ol Joue kepe the libzary 
—— {ldzen at their natiuite 


Iwayte the ſentence whych map not baty, 


his hand he bare a maſe of ftele, 
h to beholde was wonder long ⁊ huge, 
By 
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By apparence as Bochas felte wele, 
Demed ofreaſona ryghtful iuge, 

That Hercules had to his refuge, 
Wyſedome. W foꝛce, foꝛ toencreaſe his fame, 
Is beaſtes wylde foꝛ to make them tame. 


Ind vnto Bochas he gan loude crye: 

Take right good hede fo2 it is no fable, 

J foꝛ my merites to ſpeake of chiualry 

Ind noble triumphes, am moſt comendable: 
To be pꝛekerred moſt woꝛthy and moſt able, 
Which haue accompliſhed al that may excel, 
Though hyghe pꝛowes ö any tong can tel, 


Alſo of my byꝛth in heupn ful yoze ago, 
Fully concepued my conſtellacion: 
Myghty Jupiter ſapd bnto Juno, 

On ſuch a day in ſuch a region, 

One ſhalbe bozne moſt myghty of renoun, 
Nobleſt ofnobles both in warre and pees, 
Of whom the name chalbe Hercules. 


The whych dome whan Juno bnderſtode, 
Ol Jupiter concepuing the entent, 

And knewe my fate <ould be lo good, 

To Lucina her meſſanger ſhe ſent: 

But ſome laythe howe her (elfe downe went, 
To thys goddeſſe, goddeſſe of childing, 

And her belought to graunt her her aſkynge, 


That ſhe would from Hercules tranſlate 
The influence of his natiupte, 

Helpe to reſcue his name and hys fate, 
Ind graunt it holy to yonge Euriſtee. 
And that Lucina p2eſent would be | 
The ſame hour by Zupiter pzouyded, 

It to poſſede all hole and vndeuided, 


Thus to the mother of this Euriſlee, 

Juno the goddes graunted her fauour: 
Therby-diſpolyng that he ſhould be, 
Mighty of puiſſaunce lyke an emperour, 
But of his nobles the conqueſt a labour, 
Ind of his manhode the pꝛowes & purlute, 
By Hercules was fully execute. 


This Hertules had the trauaple, 

And Euriſteus bare away the name. 

Illo Hertules fought in plate and maple, 
Ind highe empꝛiſes pzoudly dyde attame, 


But the repoꝛt of hys noble fame — 


To Euriſteus fully was aſcriued. 
Thus of his thanke was Hercules depziued» 


of John Bothas. 
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Full oft in armes ſome man doth wele, 

Ind oft cauſeth that the felde is won, 

And another that dyd neuer a dele, 

The pꝛite out ſpꝛedeth iyke as hineth p ſon, 
And oft it happeneth he that hath beſt ron, 
Doth not the ſpere like his deſert poſſede, 
Where falſe fauoz giueth euery mi his mede 


Fame in her palice hath trũpes mo than one; 
Some of goide that geueth a freche ſoun: 
Some man hath laude and deſerueth none, 
And ſome haue be ful wozthy of renoun 
Nothinge pꝛeferred by commendacion, 

As by repoꝛt of ſtates hye and lowe, 

So frowardly Fame her trumpe hath blowe · 


Touchyng armes, the poꝛe ne the riche 

Be not of hertes echone coꝛragious: 
Neither al men map not be yliche, 

Nepther of theyzname egal ne gracious. 
And though the poꝛe haue bene victozious, 
Ok auenture to do ful! wel ſome daye, 

Other haue pinched to take his thike away, 


On ſleeth the dere wyth an hoked arowe, 
Whoſe part is none pet of the veniſon: 

One beteth the þ buſh another hath p ſparow 
And all the byzdes in his poſſeſſion, 

One dꝛaweth his nettes in riuers vp a doun, 
With ſondzy baytes caſt out lyne and hoke, 
And hath no parte ok al that euer he toke, 


An euidence hereofye may ſe 

Ful notable to be put in memoꝛpe, 

Of Hercules and of Euriſte: * 

Foz Hercules gate aye the victory , 

And Euriſteus receiued hath the glozye, 
Thus the palme departed was in twayne, 
That one reioyſed, that other bare þ payne, 


Euriſteus was pꝛince of Ithene, 

Sonne and heire by dyſcent oflyne, 

Unto the kyng that called was Stellene 
Under whole myght as Bochas dothe deter⸗ 
Hercules thꝛough knightly diſciplyne, (mine 
Pꝛoued ſo moſt manly and moſt wyle, 
That from al other he bare away the pile, 


But wo alas that euer it Gould kal, 
So manly a knyght ſo woꝛthy and notable, 
That any ſpotte chould his pzice appall, 
Oz cauſe hys coꝛage foꝛ to be vnſtable. 
Which is a thingedoleful and lamentable, 
Ftom his knighthode as a thinge — ' 
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, The fy2\t boke 


That euer a woman Gould his hert chaunge. 


A wyll excule them becaule their nature 
Is to chaunge hertes and cozrages: 
Igaynſt their nature no fozce mape endure, 
Foz their flatery and ſugred fayze langages. 
Lyke Sirens full freche of their viſages, 

2 to chaunge of pꝛinces the nobleſſe, 
rp than Hercules can bere hercof witneſſe. 


Thus Hercules aſtonied and aſhamed, 
Unto Bochas che wed his pꝛeſence: 
Said, alas my knighthode is diffamed 
By a full falſe amoꝛous peſtilence. 

So (02e conſtrayned by moztal violence, 
Whereby alas my manhode was applied, 
By ſleye of women oppꝛeſſed x maiſtried 


To take their habit ⁊ cloth me in their wede, 
To chere my berde, and farce my vyſage 
With oyntmentes againſt al manhede, 

To make it ſouple,# chaunge my langage: 
And to complayne moꝛe of mpne outrage, 
Upon my fyngers fyue twyſe tolde, 

F had ringes richely wzought of golde, 


Thus was my coꝛage chaunged femynine, 
Fo loue of one called Jolee: 
Ofcondicions though che were ſerpentyne, 
Me thought che was fayzeſt vnto ſe, 

That all my ioye was wyth her to be. 

Ind that none ould aperceiue my treſpace, 
I chaunged both habite loke and face, 


Ind was a woman outwarde in apparence, 
Ofentent to haue moꝛe liber te 

To vle my luſtes, and haue experience 

Ok appetites, which that vnle full be: 
Wherof the lclaundze reboundeth vpon me, 
That J dare ſay my outragious treſpace 
Doth al my knyghthode a pzowes difface, 


Wherof Bochas, I pꝛay the take good hede, 
Foz to diſcriue in termes playne x clere, 
Mine infoztune lyke as it was in dede: 
That wohan other concepue the manere 

Ok myne vahappes,contagious foz to here, 
They may by example ot me do their paine, 
From vicious like their hertes to reſtraine. 


Foz theſe folles that al wyſdome diſpiſe, 
And be contrary to vertuous diſcipline, 
May gyue example to folkes that ben wile 
Ind ben to them alanterne of doctrine, 


Vyces to eſchewe, and pꝛudently declyne 
Fro ſteſhely luſtes:foz it is taught in ſcholes 
That wyſeme al day ben taught by foles. 


Whan Bochas had conceyued the pleynt 
Of Hercules in his appering, 

Ind how his nobles by women was ataint, 
Thꝛough his dilozdinate liuing: 

He thought anone hym remembzinge, 

It had be ruthe foꝛ to put in mynde 

Yys vices all, and vertues left behinde. 


Conſidered allo it was impartinent 

Eyther by lãgage to wꝛite ayenſt al ryght, 
Iny thing that chould in lentment 

The fame amenuſe of ſo noble a knyght, 
Oꝛ to diſcreſe in any mans ſygyht (werres 
Nys glozious pꝛowes, ſith poetes fo; hys 
Reiſe his renome, lo highe aboue the ſterreg. 


Fo: he was both knyght and Philoſopher, 
And foꝛ his ſtrength called a giant: 

Foz coinmen p2ofit he gan pꝛomptly pꝛofer. 
Of manly cozage gyue thereto full graunt, 
To entre in to Egipt to lee the giaunt 
Called Buſyzis, who ol ful falſe entft (we 
Slewe al ſtraũgers that thzough his kingd 


Foꝛ bnder a colour of liberalite, 

Unto his palys gladly he would cal 
Straũgers echone Þ came thꝛough his cũtre, 
And ſolemly receyue thẽ one and al: 

Ind lyke a kynge, both in chambze and hal 
Make them ſuch chere in all maner thynge 
As apperteyned to a wozthy kyng. 


But whyle his geſtes lay a nyght to ſlepe, 
This falſe tirant in ful cruel wyle, 
Murdꝛed them echone oz they toke kepe: 
And after that, thys was alſo his gile, 
With their bloud to make a ſacrifice 
To Jupiter god of that countre, 

Ok hole entent to pleaſe his deite, 


That in his kyngdome of frutes c grapne, 
The land encreſed by great habundaunce: 
Doun from heuin he would ſend the rayne, 
This meane he made a this cheuilaunce. 
To murdze and ſlee he had ſo great pleſaũce, 
Foz of al thing him thought it did him good 
To murdꝛe his geſtes, and to ſhede their blot 


Whi this murdꝛe of Buſiris was couth, 
That no ſtrãgers myght palle his lãd ou - 
Thy 
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This manly knyght yet flowoꝛyng in youthe, 
Thys noble, famous, thys wozthy Hercules, 
Imong other he put hym ſelfe in pꝛees: 

And lyke a geſt outwarde in chewyng. 
Came to the palys of Buſiris the kyng, 


Kebuked hym of his great outrage 

Done to hys geſtes, by cruel violence, 

And fo2 to make peſible that paſſage, 

And foꝛ to auenge 5ᷣ his impoztable offence, 
Ind ofhis murdze to make a recompence, 
Thys Hercules llewe Buliris in dede, 
And toke the bloud whych he dyd blede, 


Offred it bp Jupiter to pleaſe, 

Foz thys victozy hym to magnitye, 

Ind al Egipt thus was ſet in eale, 
Their landes and frutes gan alſo multiply, 
Theyꝛ grapne encreſed about on eche partye , 
And to habounde by influence of rayne, 
Whych afoze time of vitayle was barayne, 


Another giaunt called Intheus, 

kyng of Libye and gouerned al the land, 
Whom Hercules moſt ſtrong and cozagioug, 
Sũtime outraid,# (lewe hym with his hand, 
Foꝛ as they wꝛaſtled by experience he fand, 
Touching the erth this giantcit is trewe) 
His fozce,his myght,dyd alway renewe. 


But whan Hercules the maner dyd eſpye, 
Howe his ſtrength renewed agayne ſo ofte: 
Theragapnſt he hope a remedy, 

Hye in the ayze he peyled hym vp a lofte, 
And with ſtrokes harde aud nothynge ſofte, 


Backe and bone ſo ſoꝛe he did embꝛace, 


That he kyll deed tofoꝛe hym in the place. 


But ſome bokes ok thys giant tell, 

Within his kyngdome who dyd him aſſaile, 
He would of newe his chiualry compel 

Efte agayne to mete hym in battayle: 

And in this wyſe full lelde he dyd fayle 

To afozce of newe as pe ſhal vnderſtand, 
His ſtrength, his myght, all enemis to wſtad, 


But Hercules of hyediſcrecion, 

The felde on him manlytorecure, 
Yad hym by ſleyght out of hys region: 
Ind as they met there ofauenture, 

The ſayd Antheus might not endure, 
But was diſconfited by Hercules anone, 


Maugre his myght, and his men echone, 


— 


of John Bochas. 


Leaf.rrvit, 


Alter this conqueſt Hercules is gone 

Foz exerciſe, his pꝛowes foꝛ to vle 

Igaynſt the myghty ſtronge Gereon, 

Kyng of Spapne, ok Melleager, and Ebule, 
The whych tiraunt myght hym not exciſe, 
That all his labour as poetes lyſt compyle, 
Was from theſe realmes his people to exile. 


Dys tiranny myght not long endure, / 
Foz Yercules that noble wozthy knyght, 
Made vpon hym a great dilconfiture, 

And ſlough the tyꝛaunt as they met in kyghte: 
And after that thꝛough his great myght, 
Of highe pꝛowes and magnanimpte, 
Sloughe Cerberus with his heades the. 


The famous bull of the lande of Crete 
Whych that diſtroyed all that region, 
He lloughe alſo whan that they dyd mete: 
And in Nemea he ſlough a keirſe lyon. 
Ind foz a recoꝛde of hys high renoun, 

Ok manlp fozce his ſkyn away he toke, 
Ind to his body a cote thereof he hope, 


To his enemis to ewe hym mozed2edeful, 
Therfozehe ware that hidious garment. 
And foꝛ he was in armes neuer founde dul, 
But ylike freſhe euer in his entent, 

In to a mountaine anone he made hys went, 
Called Erimanthus:a there in his paſſage, 
De llewe a boar moſt wylde a moſt ſauage. 


Belyde a ryuer called S typhalus, 

Of turious byꝛdes he llewe a great nombze, 
Within the kyngdome ofkyng Pheneus, 
All the countre they dyd encombze: 

Fo wyth their hadowe a cotagious bmbꝛe 
On lede, on frutes, where euer they alight, 
Al was deuoured in euery mannes ſight, 


Upon the mountapne called Juentyne, 
Which is not far from Rome the citpe, 
There is a wode, as cronicles determyne,' 
Right kreche of light and goodly on to ſe; 
And Hercules paliyng by that countre, 
Fro Spaynward paſſyng by Jtayle, 
Cachus the giant dyd hym there aſlatle. 


While Hercules among the leues grene 
Layde him to ſlepe by ſodayne auenture, 


And his beaſtes, againſt the ſenne chyne 


While that he ſlepte, went in their paſture, 

Came Cachus foꝛth ful hidious of ſtature, 

Thought he would thele beaſtes ay 
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Stale them echone, and hyd thẽ in a caue. 


And lpke a thefe he made them go backward 
That no man ould þ traces of them know: 
Neyther of their paſſage haue no regarde, 
Foz by their tailes heledde them on a rowe, 
In to his caue which that ſtode full lowe, 
Id koz they were ok excellent fayznes, 

To kepe them clole he did his bulineſle, 


Out ok his ſlepe whan Hercules awoke, 
And parcepued his oren were away 

He role vp and caſt about his loke, 

Began to aſpye in all the haſt he may 

To what partie the traces of them lay: 

Ind while he ſtode thus muſyng in the ade, 
He herd the lowyng that his oxen made. 


And by their lowing he gan anone apzoche 
Toward the parte wher they were kept clole, 
Fonde the caue vnder a myghty roche: 

Ind pꝛoud Cathus which had the in depoſe, 
Agaynlt Hercules he ſturdely aroſe, 

But foꝛ al that he myghte hym lelfe not ſaue, 
Foz he hym ſloughe at thentring of the caue, 


And thus his beaſtes he hath ayen recured, 
Tat ſempte afoze inrecuperable. 

Ifter the mountaine byfozce he hath aſſured, 
Which foz bꝛigãtes afoze was full doutable, 
But by his kupghthod it was made habitas 
That men inyght foz dꝛede of any foe (ble, 
LOhan euer they would frely come and go, 


Touchyng his conqueſt bpon Feminpe, 
Igapnſt Imalones with Theleus he went: 
The quene Jpolyta thꝛough his chiualry, 
Foꝛ his pꝛaye anone to hym he hent. 

Ind J polita of ful true entent 

Gaue vntohym in token of victoꝛp, 

I girdel of golde to haue her in memozie, 


Ifter to Allrike he went a full great pace, 
Onelp of purpoſe the gardin foz to le, 

Which apperteyned to kynge Athlas 

That bꝛother was to the kynge Pzomothee 
In aſtrology full wel expert was he, 

And of this gardyn of whych J hauetolde, 
The riche bꝛaũches & apples were of gold, 


Thꝛough magike made by great auilement, 
Ful ſtreyte kepte and cloſed enupꝛon, 

Ind ywatched with a fell ſerpent, 

That no man entred that ryche mancion, 


The firſt boke 


But Hercules moſt mighty of renoun, 


The lerpet ſlough thzough his mily purſute, 
Ind frothe gradeyn he bare away the frute, 


This (aid Athlas as bokes ſpecifie, 

And poetes alſoofhim endite, 

He was connynge in aſtronomy, 

And therin did ful greatly him delite: 
And many a boke he made and dyd wꝛite 
With great labour and great diligence, 
In hys time vpon that ſcience, 


The which were moꝛe pꝛecious than golde, 
And moze rich in his opinion: 

But Hercules in ſoth as it is tolde, 

Gate all the bokes though hys hie renoun: 
Bare them by fozce out of that region, 

And to Grece lyke a conquerour, 


With hun he bꝛought the foz a great treaſour, 


Of Trace he ſlough the giant outragious 
That ſumtime was called Diomede, 

Which murdzed al that came to his houle, 
And with their fleche his hoꝛſe he dyd fede, 
And thzough his witte labour and manhede 
Df Achelous, whych was a great wondze, 
He made the ſtremes foz to departe a ſondze. 


And by his wiſdome dyd the ſo deuide, 

Jn two parties diſceueringe his paſſage: 
Foz afoze no man myght abyde 

Ol his courſe the furious fel outrage, 

Foz in countreis it dyd lo great domage, 
Turning vpward there was non other bote, 
Where euer it lowed of trees, crop and rote. 


IJ great empꝛiſe he did alſo bndertake 

Whan that the meſſe hidious and hozible 
Ariued bp of Archadies the lake, 

Called Lerne the beaſtes ful odible, 

YOhich with their teeth # mouthes terrible 
Frute,grayne,# cozne dyd moztally deuour. 
But Hercules the countre to lucour, 


Came lyke a knyght their malice foztolet , 
And by his pzudence deſtroyed the euerichon: 
With in the lake the woꝛmes vp he chet, 
Saue among all behind was left one. 

Ind againſt him this Hercules anone, 

Ok knighthod raught ſo great auauntage, 
That to the coũtre he dyd no moꝛe domage. 


Thus all that euer may reherſed be, 


Touching knighthode, pꝛowes, oz pzuderce, 
g | Ox 
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of John Bochas 


Oꝛ gloꝛious fame, oꝛ long felicitie, 

This knyghtly man had moſt excellence, 
Ind in armes longeſt experience: 

And foꝛ his triumphes and actes marciall, 
He let vp pillers foz a memoziall, 


Whiche remembzed his cõqueſt moſt notable 
Ind his dedes by grauyng did expzeſſe, 
Beponde whiche no lande is habitable, 

So karre abzode ſpꝛed his nobleſſe. 

But as the ſunne leaueth his bzyghtnes 
Sumtime whan he is kreſcheſt in hys ſphere , 
With vnware cloudes that ſodapnly appere: 


Semblably the nobles and the gloꝛy 

Of Hercules in this vnſtable lyfe, 

Etlipled was, and chadowed his memoꝛy 
By Dianpꝛa, that ſumtyme was his wyfe: 
Foz by of fraude came in the moꝛtall ſtryfe, 


As ye (il heare the maner and the caas, 
Vherbß that he loſt his lyfe, alas. 


Pet fo2 her ſake this moſt manly man, 
Fought as J fynde in ſinguler battayle 
With Acheloes ſonne of the Occian, 

Lykeas Poetes make rehearlſapyle; 

And as eche other pꝛoudly did aſſayle, 

This Hercules of knyghthode ſouerayne, 
Sent from his head one of his hoznes twain 


Of kyng Oene che was the daughter dere, 
To Hercules toyned by mariage: 

And as they came to a great riuere, 

With ſturdy waues where was no paſſage, 
Neſſus the gyaunt vgly of vyſage, « 
To Hercules pꝛofered his leruyce, 

And full falſely againſt him gan deuyſe, 


Made his pꝛomiſe to Hercules in dede 
To put his like in great aduenture, 
Ouer the ſtreme Dianpza tolede, 
Becauſe he was large of his ſtature. 
And fo2 che was a ryght fayꝛe creature 
Whan they paſſed and came to londe, 
Neſſus falſely woulde vpon the ſtrond 


Daue know her flechly, like as wzite Ouide. 
Hercules hauyng therof a ſyght, 

As he abode vpon that other ſyde, 

Ind foz to auenge him ok his great vnright, 
Totze his bowe and bent it anone ryght. 
And wyth an arrowe fyled charpe and groũd 
Gaue to Heſſus his deadly fatall wounde, 


In 
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Like a condyte gulched out the bloude 

Ind whan he lawe that he muſt dye, 

To Diaupꝛa befoze him there che ſtode, 
With all his hart he her gan pꝛay, 

That in one thing his luſt che would obey: 
To take his Gert and be not retcheles 

With bloud diſtapned, and ſende it Hercules. 


There thꝛough with him to be reconſiled: / 
And che to him anone the Cert hath ſent, 
Though whole venim, alas he was begiled, 
Foz what by touching and by enchauntment, 
His fleche and bones were all to bzent, 

And among his deadly paynes all, 

Into a rage he ſodaynly is fall. 


Ind as a beaſt furiouſly he ranne | 
On valeys # hylles among craggy ſtones, 
Semblably as doth a woode man. 

Pulled vp trees and rotes all at ones, 
B2ake beaſts hoꝛnes, ⁊ al to anew her bones 
Was it not pitie that a knyght ſo good, 
Shold amog beſtes runne lauage a woode * 


Thus ouerwhelmed was all his wozthines, 
And to declyne went his pꝛolperitie. 

Cauſe and roote of al his wzetchednes, 

Was fo2 that he ſet all his felicitie, 

To truſt ſo much the mutabilitie, 

Ok thele women, whyche early and ſoone 
Ok their nature bꝛaped vpon the moone. 


Ilas, alas, all nobles and pꝛudente, 
Pꝛowes of nature, foꝛce, and chyualry, 
Foꝛſyght of wildome. diſcrecion, and ſcience, 
Uertuous ſtudy pꝛokityng in cleargy, 

And the clere <ynyng of Philoſophy, 

Hath thzough falſe luſtes here be manaced, 
By lleyght of women, darked and defaced, 


O Hercules J fele my penne quake, 

Mine ynke full filled with bitter teares ſalt, 
This piteous tragedy to wꝛite foz thy ſake, 
Whom all Poetes glozifye and exalt: 

But fraude of women made thy renome half, 
And froward mules thy triũphes all to rend, 
Foz to diſcryue alas thy fatal ende. 


CLenuoy, 


He ſote venyme,the ſauory poyſon, 

The d2edfull iope, the doloꝛous pleaſaũce 
The wofull gladnes, the furious treaſon, 
Fayth diſpayzed,aye able in variaunte, 

F. i. Uertus 
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The fyz(t boke 


Uertne exilpng where luſt hath gouernagice, 
Th2ough falſe luxury diffaſen ail nobles, 
As this tragedy can beare full well witnes. 


Where froward Uenus hath domination 
And blinde Cupide his ſubtects doth auaunce 
And wiltull luſt thzough indilcrec ion 

Ig choſen iudge to holde the balaunce, 
Their choyſe vnlefull hath thzough yll chaũte 
Derked of pꝛynces the famous nobles, 

As this tragedy beareth full well witnes, 


O thou Hercules foz all thy high renoun, 
Fox all thy conqueſt, ⁊ knyghtly ſuffilaunce, 
Thou were by women b2ought to confuſion, 
Ind by their fraude thy renoumed puiſſaũce, 
Diſclaundzed was # bꝛought to miſchaunce 
J were aſhamed to wꝛite it oꝛ cxpꝛeſſe. 
Except this tragedy can beare well witneſſe. 


P2pnces p2inceſſes,of high diſcretion, 

This thing impꝛinte in your remembꝛaunce 
Of others fallyng, make pour pꝛotection 
Pou to pzeſerue thꝛough pꝛudent purueiaũce: 
Afoꝛe pꝛouided that your petſeueraunce 

Be not perturbed by no faiſeſozcereſſe, 

As this tragedy of other bereth witneſſe, 


¶ The. xv. Chapter. 


＋ I p2ocelle of Narciſſus, Byblis, Mpꝛra, 
and of other their infoꝛtunes to Bo- 
chas complaynyng, 


Arciſſas, Byblis, and My2ra all thze, 
Tofoze Bochas pyteouſly did appeare 
Their infoztunes their infelicitie, 
To him complaynyng with a deadly cheare: 
Ind of their commpngto tell the manere, 
Narciſſus with ſoꝛow and dole attaynt, 
Began firſt to declare his complapnt. 


He was the ſonne of Cephiſus the flode, 
And his mother called Lyztope: 

Ind by diſcent boꝛne of gentle blode: 
Ok creatures fayreſt on to ſe. 

And as J finde at his natiuitie, 
Tyzeſias by ſpirite of pꝛophecy, 
Touchyng his fate thus gan ſpecify. 


The goddes haue pꝛouided foz him a ſpace 
To lyue in earth, and ſo long endure 
Tyll that he knowe and ſe his owne face: 
And foz his ſake full many a ſeruiture, 


Is che that myght of him no locour haue: 


By oꝛdinaunte of god and of nature, 
Whan they him le all tele full great payne, 
If they in loue his grace may not attapne. 


But he albe contrary and daungerous 
And of his poꝛt full of ſtraungeneſſe: 
Ind in his hart right inly ſurquidous, 
By the occaſion of his natife fayzenes, 
And pꝛelumyng of his ſemelineſſe, 

No woman lo freche ne lo fapze of face 
That able were to ſtand in his grace. 


And foꝛ the excellence of his great beautye, 
He purpoled him in his tender age 

Neuer in his lyfe wedded foz to be, 

He thought him ſelfe ſo fayze of vyſage: 

Foz whych he caſt th2ough his great outrage 
Igaynſt all luſtes of toue to dildapne, 

To hunt at beaſtes alone, and be ſlapge. 


Ind in this whyle that he kept hym ſo, 
In the fozeſt and in wyldernes, 

A water goddeſſe, that called was Ecco, 
Loued him full hote foz his fairenes; 
And ſikerly did her bulines, 

To folow his ſteppes ryght as any lyne, 
To her deſyzes to make him to enclyne. 


He heard her wele but he la we her nought, 
Wherof aſtonied anone he gan to enquere, 
Is he that was amaruepled in his thought, 
Sapd euen thus:is any wyght now here: 
Ind che aunſwered the ſame in her manere, 
What euer he ſayd(as longeth to Ecco) 
Without abode Ge layd the ſamehym to. 


Come nere quod he) and began to call. 
Come nere( quod ſhe) my toy a my pleaſafice, 
He lozed about among the rockes all, 

And (awe nothyng belide ne in diſtaunce 
But che abzayedand declared her greuaunce 
Ind to him ſapd: mine o wne hart dere, 

Ne be not ſtraunge but let vs dwell in fere. 


Nay nap( quod he) J will — obey 
To pour deſires, foz hozt concluſion: 
Well leuer J had playnly foꝛ to dep 
Than ye hould haue of me poſſeſſion, 
YOe be nothing of one opinion, 

I hereyou well though J no fygure ſe, 


Go fozth your way ye ſpeake no mozo w me. 
And che achamed ſted her way anone, 


But 
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But diſpay2ed this Ecco is foꝛthe gone, 

And hidde her lelfe in an vgly caue, 

Imong the rockes is buried in her graue: 
And though ſo be p men her voyce may heare 
After that time ſhe neuer durſt appeare. 


ThugNarciſſas though daunger a diſdeine 
Upon the lady did cruell vengeaunce, 

But whan the Goddes his cruelty had ſeine 
Towardes him fpll a great grenaunce: 

Of his vnmercy they had di unce, 
And right as he mertiles was founde, 

So ub vnmercy he caught his deadly wound. 


Foꝛ all daunger diſpleaſeth to Uenus 

And all diſdayne is lothſome to Cupide: 

Foz who to loue is contrarious, 

The god of loue will quite him on ſome lyde, 
Dis dreadfull arrowes ſo moztally deuyde, 
To hurgand mayme all that be retchleſſe, 
And in her leruyte founde mercileſſe, 


And foꝛ Narciſſus was not merciable 

To warde Ecco, foꝛ his great beautye, 

But in his poꝛt was founde vntretable, 
Cupyde thought he woulde auenged be, 

As he that her pzayer hearde of pitie: | 
Cauſyng Narciſſus to fele and haue his park, 
Of Uenus bꝛande and of her fiery darte. 


And on a day whan he in wildernes, 

Had after beaſtes runne in huntyng, 

And foꝛ longe labour can fall in werines, 
De was deſirous to haue ſome refrehyng, 
And wonders thurſtlewe after traueylyng 
Myght not endure lenger there to dwell, 
Ind at the laſt he founde a criſtall well, 


Right freche lpꝛingyng # wonder agreable, 
The water luſty anddelectable of light: 

And foꝛ his thirſt was to him impoztable, 
Upon the bzynkes he fell downe ryght, 

And by reflection in middes of þ water bzight 
Yim thought he ſawe a paſſyng faire ymage, 
To hym appeare,moſt angelyke of vyſage, 


He was enamoured with the ſemelineſſe, 
Ind delierous therofto ſtand in grace, 

Ind pet it was not but a lpkelineſſe, 

Ind but aadowe reflectyng of his face, 
The whiche of feruence amoꝛouſly tembzace 
This Narciſſus with a piteous complapnt, 
Start into the well and ſo him ſeife dꝛepnt. 


Leaf.rilr., 


And thus his beauty. alas, was layed lowe, 
His lemelines put full farre abacke: 

Thus whan he gan fyꝛſt him lelfe knowe 
And ſene his vylage in whiche was no lacke; 
Pꝛeſumptuous payde cauſed all to wzacke; 
Foz who to much doth of him lelfe pzeſume 
Dis owne blurpyng wyll ſoneſt him cõſume. 


And finally as theſe olde Poetes tell, F 
This Narciſſus without moꝛe ſuccour, 
Ifter that he was dzowned at the well, 
The heuenlp goddes did him lo fauour, 
They turned him into a full freche floure, 

A water lilly, whiche dothe remedy. 

In hote accelles as bokes ſpecify, 


After that Narciſſus was at the well dꝛeynt, 
And to John Bochas declared had his wo, 
Biblis appeared with teares all be ſpꝛeint, 
And toward him a great paſe gan che go: 
And her bzother Camnus came alſo, 

Ind ok one wombe as gemelles twapne, 
But the tokoze her fate gan complapne. 


She in her loue was not vertuous 

Foz ayenſt God and kyndes o2dinaunce, 
She loued her bzother named Camnus: 
And whan he ſawe her froward gouernaũce 
He vnto her gaue none attendaunce, 
Though che of ſleyght to accoplyth her entẽt, 
In ſecrete wiſe a piſtle to him lent, 


She ſayd it was an impoſſible thing 
Without his grace her ſelfe to ſaue, 

And but he were to her aſſentyng, 

She els playnly may not health haue. 

But onely death and after warde her graue: 
Thus in her wꝛityng to him ſhe did attame. 
Ind to be couert che ne wzote no name. 


But whan this piſtle came to his pzeſence, 
Uertuouſly therat he gan dildayne: 

And gaue therto no maner aduertence, 
Neither toke no hedeofher furious papne, 
But ſuffred her eternally to playne, 
Tyll that che was, as Ouidcan wel tell 
With oft wepyng tranſfozmed to a well. 


Bert came Myꝛra wpth face full piteous, 
iche that ſumtime loued ayenſt nature 
er owne father called Cynarug, 
02 whoſe ſake great payne Che did endure, 
Foz the nedurſt her ſozowe not diſeure, 


Tyll her noꝛyche by Taree! * elpy, 


The 
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The hartilp tonſtraynt ok her malady. 


Foꝛ her nourite of whiche J haue tolde, 
Conceiued hath by open euidence, 
As Ge knoweth both of newe and olde, 
In ſuche matters all hole the expetience, 
That thzough long labour and great difigece 
iuers wapes and meanes out che lought, 
do her fathers bed that che Myꝛta bzought. 


With whom che had her luſt and pleaſannce, 
Fo che vnknow lay with him all nyght: 

He was deceaued by d2onklewe ignozaunce, 
And on the mozow longe oz any lyght 

She ſtale away, and went out of his light 
Wuh her noꝛyce whiche kept her long cloſe, 
Till vato the tyme that her wombe aroſe. 


But her father that was of Cypꝛe king, 
Which as J tolde was called Cynarus, 
Whan he the truthe elpyed of this thing, 
That by his daughter he was deceiued thus, 
She wart to him lothſome and odious: 
Fledde from his light, ſo ſoꝛe ſhe was aferde, 
Ind he purſued after with his lwerde. 


Jn Yraby the hote mighty lande, 
Kyng Cynaris hath his daughter founde: 
Jud ccuelly began enhaunce his hande, 
With his (wo2de to geue her a wounde: 
But the goddes of mercy moſt habbund, 
Hath fro the death made her to go fre, 


Ind thꝛough their power trãfoꝛmed to a tree. 


Which after her beareth pet the name, 
Called Myra, as che was in her life. 
Out of whiche, aucthours ſay the lame, 
Diſtilleth a gome a great pꝛeſeruatife: 
And ok natute a full good defenſife, 

To kepe bodies from putrifaction, 

Ind them franchiſe from all cozruption, 


By _— of —— — e 
My2zre is engendzedby diltytiyng n 
With round dꝛopes ayenſt Phebus ſtreames, 
And doun diſcendeth thzough the hard rinde, 
Indth2ough the riftes alſo J finde 

The ſayd Myzra hath a childe fozth bzought, 
In all this wozlde if it were ſought, 


Was none ſo faire formed by nature. 
Fo: of his beauty he was pereles 


And as Poetes recode by ſcripture, 


He called was the fayze Adonydeg. 


The firſt boke 


And to his woꝛchyp and his great encrees, 
Foꝛ he of fatrenes bare away the floure, 
Venus him chale to be her paramour. 


The whiche God deſſe gaue to him in charge, 
That he Gould in his tender age, 

In fozeſtes while he went at large, 
Hunt at no beaſtes whiche wore lauage. 
But he conttaryto his dilauauntage, 
Thꝛough wutulneſſe, J can ſay no moze, 
Was flayne vnwarely of a Tuſkye boare. 


It the whiche he kelly did enchace, 

But of foily in vayne was his laboure, 

Foz he lay ſlapne tull palfofchereand face: 
Whom Uenus turned to a full freche ffoure, 
Dohicge was as bloude of purple the coloure, 
à budut of golde w goodliye leaues glade 
Set in ß middes whole beauty may not fade. 


And whan Mpꝛa fro Bochas was Wwdzaw 
And beclared her great aduerſitie: 

and ol her fate tolde the moztall lawe, 

Came Ozpheus full vgly vnto ſe, 

Sonne of Ippollo and of Calyope, 

And appeared with a full dolefull face, 
Suintime bzought fozthe e ybozne in Trace, 


Full tenoumed in armes and in ſcience, 
Famous in muſtke and melody: 

And full notable alſo in eloquence, 

Ind foꝛ his ſoote ſugred armony 

Beaſtes and foules as poetes ſpecify 

Wodes & floudes of their courſe moſt ſtrong, 
Stynte of courſe, to harken his lote long. 


In harpe he had of Mercurius, 

With the whiche Erudice he wanne: 
Ind to Bachus as wzite Ouidius, 
Sacrifices (olemnely he began. 

And vnto hell foꝛ his wife he ran, 

Her to recure with ſote touches charpe, 


Whiche he made vpon his heauenly harpe. 


But whan that he this labour on him toke, 
IJ lawe was made which that boũd him ſoze 
That if hebackeward caſt his loke, 

De Cotdherleſe and ſe her neuermoꝛe. 

But it is ſayd ſythen gone full poꝛe: 

There may no lawe loners well conſtrapne, 
Sotmpoztable is their deadly payne. 


Jfſomehaſbands had ſand in the caas 
To haue loſt their wiues foz aloke 9 
They 


They would haue ſuffred and not ſayd alas, 
But paciently endured all their payne: 

And thanked god þ bzoken was the chayne, 
Which hath ſo long them in pꝛyſon bounde, 
That they by grace had luch a way founde, 


To lye in pzyſon it is a ful great charge, 

And to be ſtocked vader key and locke: 

It is meryera man to go at large, 

Than with yꝛons to be nailed to a blocke. 
But there is a bonde that called is wedlocke 
Fettryng hulbandes ſo ſoze that it is wonder 
Which with a file may not be bzoke alunder. 


But Ozpheus father ofhermony, 

Thought Erudice 5 was his wife ſo fapꝛe, 
Foꝛ her ſake he felt that he muſt dye, 
Becauſe that he whan he made his repayze, 
Ok her in trouth nothing embꝛaced but ayze 
Thus he loſt her there is no moze to ſayne, 
And foz the cõſtraynt ot his greuous payne 


At his hart her partyng ſate ſo ſoꝛe, 

The grene memozy the tender remembzaſice, 
(That he would neuer wine no moꝛe, 

So fay2e he was eſcaped his penaunte. 

Foz wedlocke is a life ofmuche pleaſaunce, 
But who hath ones infarnall papnes ſene, 
Will neuer after come in the lnare J wene. 


This Oꝛpheus gaue counſaile full notable, 
To hulbandes that haue endured payne, 

To ſuch as ben pzudent and tretable, 

One hel is dzedful,bue moze d2edful is twain 
And who is ones bounde in a chayne 

And map eſcape out ot daunger blyue, 

Ik he ekt reſozt God let him neuer thziue. 


Upon this ſentence women were vengeable, 
And to his wꝛityng full contrarious 

Sapd his counſaile was not commendable, 
At the feaſt they halo wed to Bachus, 

They fill echone vpon this Oꝛpheus: 

And fo2 all his rethozyke ſwete, 

They llough alas this laureate poete. 


Ind of his harpe if pe lyſt to heare, 

The God Appollo made a tranſlation, 
Among the ymages of the ſtarres cleare: 
LOherofmen map haue cleare inſpection, 
But foꝛtune to his confuſion 
Denyed him frowarde of her 


Whan he was flayne fredome of ſepulture, 
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Next Oꝛpheus there did appeare alſo 

Of Amaſons woꝛthy quenes t wayne: 
erpelia and her liſter Lampedo, 

hiche in conqueſt did their buſy payne, 
And great wozſhypin armes did attapne: 
Namyng them ſelues by wziting nere a farre 
Doughters to Mats which is god of warre, 


Merpelia rode out in regions, 

Ind conquered full many a great citye, 
Foz couetiſe ofgreat poſſeſſions, 
Toencreaſe her lozdyp if it would be: 
And her liſter kept ſurely their countrye, 
Ok all enemies ſo that there was no doubt, 
While Merpeſta rode with her hoſt about. 


But while che was in conqueſt moſt famous, 
And her enemies pꝛoudly did aſſayle, 
Foztune anone wart contrarious, 

Ind cauſed that the was ſlaine in battayle, 
Lo what conqueſt oz victoꝛy may auayle, 
Whan that foztune doth at them diſdayn, 
Se here enlample by theſe quenes twapne. 


Lenuop. 


His tragedy remembzeth thynges fpue: 
Of Narciſſus the excellent beauty, 

And of Biblis dothe alſo diſcriue, 

The great luxury and diſhoneſtye, 

Myra diffamed, turned to a tree, 

To eremplify that lechery and pꝛide, 

Ben from all bertue ſet full farre aſide, 


How Ozpheus endured in his liue, 
oye entermedled wyth aduerſitye: 
n his youth whan he did wpue 
He felt in wedlocke full great felicitie: 
His wouldly bliſſe meynt with duplicitie, 
As foztune her chaunges can deuyde, | 
Whiche from all vertue be let full farre aſide, 


erpeſia foz her liſt to ſtryue, | 
wylfull warres to encreaſe her coũtre, 
But her pompe was onerturned blyue, 
Whan in battaple vawarely Nayne was che: 
Foz of all warre death is the fyne pardee. 
So furious Mats can foz her folke pzoutde, 
Whiche from all vertue ben (et farre aſide. 


Pe mighty pzinces let witte and reaſon dꝛyue 

Pour — nobles to conlider and ſe, 

How Foꝛtune eſtates can ue, "PR 

And plonge the dowone from their pzoſperitie, 
F. iu. Pꝛide 


Pꝛide and luxury J counſayle that you ye, 
Falſe auarice ne let not be your gyde: 
Whiche from all vertue is clene let aſyde. 


C The.rvi.Chapter. 


COfPziamus kyng of Troye : and how the 
none of Bury tranſlatoure of this boke 
wꝛote a boke ol the ſiege of Trop 
called Trop boke, 


Fter theſe complayntes and lametacions 
which that Bochas did in his boke copile 
Medled among with tranſmutations 
Set in Ouide by full ſouerapne ſtyle: 
Whan he on them had muled a long while 
Sene the maner both ok loꝛo we and toye, 

De began to remeber of Pꝛiamus of Troy, 


Fitſt ot his byzthe, and of his kynrede, 
How among kinges he was moſt kamous: 
Ind as poetes recoꝛde ok him in dede, 

He deſcended of wozthye Dardaynus, 
Whiche as his line declareth vnto vs, 
From Jupiter was lyniallp come downe, 
Unto his father called Laomedoun, 


Of olde Troy this Laomedon was kyng, 
Deſtroyed by Grekes he and his countrpe. 
After whom this Pꝛiamus raynyng, 

Made there apen a myghty ſtrong citpe: 
Whete he full longe in full great royaltie 
With wike  childer moſt wozthy of renoun, 
With ſcepter and crowne held the poſſeſſioun. 
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Gouerned his citye in peace and rightwilnes, 
And Foꝛtune was to him fauourable: 

Foz of all Iſie the treaſour and riches, 

He did aſſemble this kyng moſt honourable, 
And in armes, he was lo commendable, 
That thzough the woꝛlde as far as me gone. 
Ok high nobles the ronoume of him Gone, 


(This Pꝛiamus had childzen many one, 
YOozthy pꝛinces, and of full great myght: 
But Hectoz was among them euerychone 
Called of pꝛowes the lanterne and the lyght. 
Fo: there was neuer bozne a better knyght, 
Troplus in knyghthode ſo manly was foũd, 
That he was named Yectoz the leconde. 


But ik J Gould rehearſe the manhede 
Ok kyng Pwam, and of his lonnes all, 
And how his citye beſieged was in dede, 


The kyꝛſt boke 


And all the ſtoꝛy to remembꝛaunce call, 
Betwene him and Grekes how it is betall, 
The circumſtaunces rehearſyng vp doun 
To let in oꝛder the firſt occalion 


Ok the liege why it was firſt layed 

By Hercules, and alſo by Jaſon, 

The maner whole in Troye boke is ſayde, 
KRudely endited of my tranflation: 
Folowyng vpon the deſtruction 

Called the (ſecond, whych by accomptes clere 
Fully endured the ſpace ok ten pere. 


Foz as me ſemeth the labour were in bayne, 
Truely alſo Þ not to what entent 

That I Gould wꝛite it newe agapne, 

Foz J had once in commaundement 

By him that was moſt noble and excellent, 
Ok kynges all foz to vndertake, 

It to trauſlate and wꝛite it foꝛ his lake, 


And if ye liſt to wete whom J meane 

Henry the fifte moſt myghty of puyſſaunce, 
Gaue me the charge ofentent full cleane, 
Thinge okolde time to put in remembzaunce: 
The ſame Henry foz knyghtly (uffiſaunce, 
Wozthy foz manhode, reken kynges all, 
With nyne wozthies foz to haue a ſtall. 


To holy churche he was chefe defenſoure, 

In all ſuche cauſes Chaiſtes choſen knyght: 
Todeſtroy heritykes he ſet all his laboure, 
Loued all vertues and to ſuſtapne right, 
Thꝛough his nobles, his manhode, a might: 
Das diligent and did his buſy payne, 

To haue let peace betwene realmes twapne. 


Imeane in ſothe England and Fraunce, 
is purpoſe was to haue had a peace finall: 
ought out meanes w many a cit cumſtaũte 
As well by treaty, as actes marciall, 
Theron ieoparded lpfe, goodes and all. 
But wo, alas, agaynſt death is no boone, 
This land may lay he dyed all to ſoone. 


Foz among kinges he was one of the beſt, 

So all his dedes conueped were by grace: 

I p2ap to Godlogeue his ſoule good reſt, 
yth ſayntes in heauen a dwellyng place. 

Foz here with vs to little was the ſpace 

That he abode, of whom the remembzaunce, 

Shall neuer dye in England ne in Fraunce, 


This worthy kyng gaue tome in charge 10 


„ N 


In Englych tonge to make a tranſlation 
Sabsi gr tbet 

owe lon | ay oun: 
2 nd how that | at Cytheron, 
Jn Uenus temple fleighly dyd his payne 
There to raurch the fayze quene Yeleyne 


Jn which boke the pzoceſſe ye may (e, 
To hym how che was wedded in the tonne: 
Ind of the ſiege layde vnto the tyte 

By Menelap and bong Igamennon. 

Ind many another full wozthy ofrenoun 
On eyther partie which that in battaile 

Fro day to day ech other dyd aſſaple. 


Wherto huld J tell oz what chuld J waite, 
The deth of Hectoz oz of Achylles: 

Oz wherto ſhould J ot newe endite 

How wozthy Trotlus was ſlaine in 5̊ pꝛeſe: 
(The ende of Paris oꝛ of Pallamides, 

Oz the (laughter ofmanly Deyphebug, 

Oz howe his bzother called Hellenus 


Tolde afoze howe it was great folly 

That Paris ſhould wed quene Heleyne. 
And how Caſſandꝛa in her pꝛophecp, 

On this wedding ſoze began compleyne, 
Ind foz the conſtreint of her hertely paine, 
How che were madde, a ran about the toune, 
Tyl che was caught # het vp into pꝛiſon. 


Jl this matter ye map behold in dede, 

Set by and by wythin Trope boke: 

And how Creſeide loued Dyomede, 

Whan woꝛthy Troylus che wilfully foſoke, 
Ok her nature a quarel thus che toke, 

To aſſay both, if nede were alſo to feyne 

To take the thirde, a leue the both tweyne. 


J paſſe oner and tel of it nomoze, 

He by what meanes the grekes'wan 5 toun, 

Bow Eneas neyther how A e 
falſe traiſon: 


Iyenft kyng Pꝛiam coſpired fa! 
Neyther howe Ulires gate Paladion. 

The deth of Pꝛiam ne of Eccuba the quene, 
Ne howe Pyzrus llewe yong Pollicene. 


ET IE tres 1 p [5 3 
true wykethough he were | 0 
Thzough al Greer N can redvotomo. 


of John Bochas. 
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Ok theſe matters thus J make an ende, 
What fil of grekes after their viage, 
To Troy boke tho folke J ſend; 

Which haue deſire to ſe the ſurpluſage: 
Howe grekes made fyzſt their paſſage 
Towardes Trop, beſiegynge the cite, 
Rede the ſdoꝛpe pe get no moꝛe of me. 


| The xbit. Chapter. 


here ſpeketh Bochas the authour of thys 
boke , agaypnſte the ſurquedous pzyde 
ofthem that truſte in rychelle, 
(ayeng theſe woꝛdes 
vnto them. 


E pꝛoude folkes that let your affiadice 
In ſtrength, beaute, oꝛ in hye nobles, 
If yeconſider foztanes variaunce, 
Ind coude a myꝛrour befoze pour eyen dzeſle, 
Of kyng Pzyam and ok his greatricheſle, 
To ſe how he and his childzen all 

From their nobleſle ſodainly ben fall, 


Hectoꝛ ot knighthode called ſours a wel, 
Sad and demure, and famous of pzudence, 
Patis allo in beaute dyd extell, 

And Helenus in perfyt pꝛouidence. 
Troylas in armes had great experience, 
Xiſo Deyphebus pꝛeued manly on his fone, 
Pet in þ warte they were llaine euerychone. 


Had not this kyng alſoas J can deuiſe, 

By noble Peccuba whiche that was þ quene: 
I doughter called Caſſandꝛa the wyle, 

Her pong ſuſter fayze Pollicene: 

Alas alas what may all ſuch pꝛide mene. 
Foꝛalbeit their renome ſpꝛonge ful far, 

Per ate theſe women deuonred in the war. 


Was he not mighty e ſtrong in all thynges, 
And had allo of his aliaunce, 

Ryght wo2thy painces # many tych kynges, 
And nighe al Ilie vnder his vbeiſaunce e 
Holde in his tyme molt famous of puiſlance, 
Moſt renomed of richeffeand trelours, 
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The vntrue truſt, the mutabilite. 


Which in this woꝛld is ſene ae founde alday, 
In myddes of ſtates in their magnificence, 
Ebbe after ftoude maketh nodelaye: 
But halt her courſe, there is no reliſtence, 
The tyde abydeth not foz no violence, 
Eche man ß ſtandeth of chaũges here in dout 
uſt take his tourne as it cõmeth about. 


Let Pꝛiam be to yon a clere myzrour, 

Pe pꝛoude folkes that ſet your affiaunce, 

In ſuch glozye,whych fadeth as a flour, 
And hath of beautie here none attendaunce. 
The woulde to pou caſt a ful bitter chaunce: 
Foꝛ whan ye wene ſyt higheſt at full, 
Than wil che ſoneſt your bꝛight feders pul, 


pe haue warnynges foz to take hede 

By enſample of other, clere a ryght viſible, 
How woꝛldly blyſſe is medled al wyth dꝛede, 
And ik pour wittes and reaſons be ſencible, 
Thynge lene at the eye is not incredible. 

And al this doctrine is to pou in vepne 

It in pour tyme pe haue no chaunges (ene, 


YLOherefoze Bochas vnto pour auaple, 

Full pꝛudently put you at this iſſue: 

Fpꝛſt ot al he giueth you this counlaile, 

To leaue your byces and take pou to vertue. 
Ind ſette your truſt al wholy in Jeſu: 

Foz he may beſt in miſlchiefe helpe at nede 

Ok wozldly chaunges that ye the not dzede, 


The.xrviit,Chapiter. | 


CHerealſo Jhon Bochas putteth a greate 
pꝛayſynge and commendacion of ſuerty 
that ſtandeth in pouertie vnder 
thele woꝛdes in len- 
tence, 


hele great lozdyppes, theſe greate 


dignities, 
c Cheke thinge annexed bnto 5 regaly 
LOhan they ſytte higheſt in their ſees, 
And rounde about ſtante the chiualry, 
Dꝛede entreth in with paryl and enuy 
And vnware chaiige, whych none may know 
YOhan foztune wyl make them lout low, 


(They may wel kepe a lately houcholde, 
With a vain truſt their power chuld ener laſt, 
Clad in their maͤteil ol purnul xofgolde, 


The firſt boke 


And on the whele ol foꝛtune clyme bp faſt, 
Lyke as ſhe myght neuer downe them caſt, 
But ape the clymbinge higheſt at all, | 
Alas the (ozet is their vahappy fal. 


Che fal of iam and of Agamemnon, = 
Ought of right moze to be complayned, 
Whan that toztune had pulled them doun, 
And of malice hath at them dildapned, 

Than if they neuer to woꝛchip had attained: 
But theyz fallyng was the moze greuous, 
Becaule tofoze they were ſo gloztous, 


O thou pouert, meke, humble, æ debonapze, 
Which that kepeſt the lawes of nature, 

Foz ſodayne chaunges thou wilt not diſpaire 
So art thou franchiſed from foztunes lure: 
All her aſſautes thou lowly doeſt endure, 
That he may haue no juriſdiction, 
Toenterupt thy poſſeſſion, 


Thou ſetteũ lytel by al woꝛldly richeſſe, 
Noz by his trealours which bene tranſitozy:; 
Thou ſcoznell the that their eltros dꝛeſſe 
Towarde batayls,foz conqueſt x victozy: 
Thou diſpyleſt al chininge of veyne glozy. 
Laude oftriumphes whych conquerers haue 
vb al her pillage, p ſetſt the at noght. (ſought 


Thou diſ pꝛeileſt al ſuperfluitee. 

None infoztune may chaunge thy cozage: 
And the chippes that ſaile by the ſee 

With marchandiſe amonge the flodes rage, 
Their auentures and perillous paſſage, 
Lyfe, body, goodes, al put in auenture, 
Dnely foz lucre, great richeſſe torecure, 


Ok al ſuch thyn thou takeſt litle hede, 
Noz of the people that maners do purchaſe: 
Noz of pleders whoch foz lucre @ mede, - 
Meyntapne quarels,and queſtes do enbzace, 
Thou thẽ beholdeſt with a ful ſtyl face 
Their ſubtill wozking ſought out foꝛ p nones 
And ſodainly depart from al atones. 


Thou canſt inlitell alſo haue ſuffiſaunce, 
And art content wyth ful (mall diſpence, 
Foz thy richeſſe, and thyne haboundaunce, 
Without grutchyng is humble pacience. 
Ik any man do tothe offence, 

— AD canlt fozgyue, 
liue. 


To the eth ſo thou ma 
Che llarred heuin is thy couerture, 
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In ſomer ſeaſon bnder the leaues grene: 
Thou makeſt thy dwellinge doeſt thy ſelfe 
Ayen great heates ofthe (ſon chene: (aſſure, 
Content w frutes,and water chaiſtal clene: 
To ſtaunche thy hüger, and thy thurſtes ſoze, 
After the lealon, and careſt foꝛ no moze, 


ouert eke lyeth the colde wynters nyghe 
zapped in trawe, without cõplepning: 
Without dꝛede, he goeth glad a light, 
And tofoꝛe theues ful merely doth lyng. 
She gothe alſo without patiſyug, 
Fro lande to lande amonge pooze x riche, 
Foz frende and foe to hym be both plich. 


Moꝛal Senccke reco2deth by waiting, 
Kicheſt of thynges is glad pouerte: 
Euer of one chere voyde of al grutching, 
Both in toye and in aduecſite : 

Thzough al the woꝛld laſt her liberte, 
And her franchiſe ſtant in ſo greate eaſe, 
That of fredom no man wyll her diſplele. 


She is noꝛice offtudy and of doctrine, 

In vertuous labour doth her diligence; 
And of (ctence whych that ben diuine, 

She is called mother by clerkes in ſentence: 
Of philoſophers moſt had in reuerence, 
Foztune and ſhe ſo farre a ſonder vary, 
(That eche to other of cuſtome is contrary, 


Her erthly toye is foꝛ to liue in peas. 

Hateth tumulte, nopſe, and diſturbaunte: 
Foz her diſciple called 3enocrates, 

Jn wylful pouert ſet holy his pleſaunce. 
Sober of his pozte,thzough whole attempe- 
Ful many a man by his teching, (raũte, 
Were bzought to vertue fro vicious lpuinge. 


Dis diete was lo meſurable, 

And deuoyde ol luperfluite, 

That his coꝛage he kepte ſyʒme and ſtable, 
Fro ficſhely luſtes he was ſo attempze: 
Reaſon maiſtred his ſenſualite, 

Deſy2es vnleful foz to ſet aſyde , 

Duryng his lyfe pouert was his gide, 


Dis abidyng and his conuerſacion 

Was in places that were ſolitary, 

Among trees a welles he byltehima d6gis, 
Dith multitude he hated foz to tary: 

Foz pouert was his ſecretary, 

Sober of his chere and ſtable of his entent, 
And in Ithenes fyzſt to ſchole he went. 


of John Bochas 


Tat. xxxii. 


He was ſo mighty of authoꝛite, 
Rightwyſneſle, and iuſtyce to oblerue, 
That rightful iuges his lentece toke at gre: 
De coude his mouth and tonge ſo pzeſerue, 
That in rhe temple ones of Minerue 
Without oth vnto his lentence, 

To that he (aide the iuges gaue credence, 


He aſked was among great audience, 

Wyy he was ſoletne of his daliaunce: 

His anſwere was that neuer foz (rylence 
Thꝛough litel ſpeking he felte no greuance, 
Speche vnaupled cauſeth repentaunce: 

And recheles tonges foz lacke of reireyninge, 
To many a man hath be great hinderinge. 


Diogenes true heire and next alied 
To wylful pouert, by iuſt enheritaunte, 
Fo: all richeſſe he plainly hath defied: 

To him it was lo great encomberannce, 
With wouldiy treaſour to haue aliaunte. 
Hys dwellyng made within a li“ ell tunne, 
Which turned about W concourle of the ſun, 


Him ſelfe refrechig w hete of Phebus bemeg, 
Foꝛ he was content god wote with ful lite: 
Kyng Alexander that cõquered al realmes 
Came ridyng downe # gan him ſelte delpte, 
This philoſopher to le and viſyre, 

Him ſelfe ſoqueſtred ſole from al the pꝛees, 
And came alone to ſee Diogenes. 


Pꝛokered vnto hym great riches x trealoure, 
Badde him aſtze what thyng that he woulde, 
That might him pleaſe oꝛ do to hym ſuccour: 
But of all that he nothinge ne tolde, 

But pꝛaped him ful lowly that he ſhoulde 
Notd2awe fro him that thynge ayen al right 
Which foz to giue lay not in his myght. 


What thyng is that quod Jlexander agayne, 
J haue by cõqueſt al erthlp treſour wun⸗ 

The philoſopher ſaid he ſpake in vayne, 
Thou haſte quod he)no loꝛdch ip of the ſun, 
Thy chadow letteth his bemes fro my tun: 
And ſith thou haſt no power of hys lyght, 

IJ pꝛap the hertely fozbarre me not his lighte. 


Though Ylerider was myghty ok puiſſance, 
And all the woꝛld had in his demeyne, 

Pet was hys reaſon vnder the obeyſaunce 
Ok llechly luſtes, fettred in a cheine: 

Foz in hys perſon wyl was ſouereyne, 

Dis reaſon bzidled by ſenfualite, 
Troublynge 
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Troublyng the fredome of ryght # equite, 


Foz where that wyll hath dominacion 

In a pzince, which Could ſuſtayne ryght, 

And parcial fauour oppzeſſeth his realon, 

And trouthes titel is boznedoun with myght, 

And equal doomehath loſt his clere light, 

Though foz a leaſon they ſit in hie cheyzes, 
eir fame Chal fade within a fewe petes. 


Jn this make J compariſon, 

Bytwene Alexander and Diogenes: 

That one endured but a ſhoꝛt (eaſon, 

Foz that he loued warte moꝛe than pees. 
And foꝛ that other was not recheles . 
But helde hym content wyth giftes of nature; 
Unto great age his pouert dyd endure, 


Alexander was ſlayne wyth poyſone, 

Fi his triumphes whan he dyd excell: 
But in a tunne that lay ful low dovone, 
Diogenes dꝛanke water of the well. 
And of their end their difference to tel, 
Alexander wyth couetous was blent, 
The philoſopher wpth litel was content. 


Bleſſed be pouert that may endure longe, 
Maugre the fraude # daunger of foztune: 
Where as kynges and emperours ſtrong, 
Jn their eſtate no whyle may contune, 
And al vertues rekened in comune , 
Twene indigene and great habundaunce, 
Is a good meane content with luffiſaunce. 


Foz with great plentye men be not aſſured, 
After their luſt alwap to lyue in eaſe: 

And though b mẽ great treſure haue recured, 
With their riches they fele many diſeaſe. 
Loꝛds haue not al thyng that may the pleaſe, 
But hertely toy philoſophers expꝛeſſe, 

Is grettelt treſour twene pouert # riches, 


Foz this chapiter cheweth a fygure, 

A maner lpkeneſſe, and demonſtracion, 
Howe Diogenes lenger dyd endure, 

Than mighty Þziam,oz kyng Laomedon, 
So to exemplifpe in concluſion, 

There is moꝛe truſt in vertuous ſympleſſe, 
Than in pꝛeſumynge of vicious falſe riches. 


Fo: the auoutry of Paris and Heleine, 
Bꝛought al Trope to diſtruccion: 

Pome and luxury were allo meanes tweine, 
p grekes layd a ſiege to the towne, 


The fy:lt boke 


And finally ranſe of their confuſion. 
To e yther partie loſſe ot many a man, 
The groũd conceiued why fy2ſt that war gi. 


Lenuoye, 


Da tragedy pitedus and lamentable 
(Ful doloꝛous to wzite and to expꝛeſſe. 


That wozthy Pꝛiam of kinges moſt notable, 
Was fal in pouert foꝛ al his great richeſſe: 
Fro kyngip honour in to wꝛetchednes: 
From ſceptre #croune, and from his regaly, 
To milchiete bꝛought thzough falle auoutry , 


Was not foztune froward and dilceuable, 
Foz to ſuffer by her doubleneſſe, 

And by her courſe whych euer is variable, 
That wozthy Yectoz flour of al pzoweſſe, 
Should vnwarly moſt famous ofnobleſſe, 
Be ſlayne, alas chefe ſtocke of chiualry, 
Foꝛ a quarel of falſe auoutrp: 


Igamemnon accompted incomparable 
Among grekes,foz trouth a rightwyſneſſe, 
To gouerne molt glozious and able, 
Within his paleis, the ſtozye bereth wines, 
His wife Clitimniſtra thꝛough her curſednes, 
Aſſented was to murdze hym ofenuy, 

Foz the occaſion of falſe auoutry. 


Pe noble pzinces tõceiue howe chaungeable 
Is wozldly honour, thzough vnſtedfaſtnes, 
Sith of king Pꝛiam the glozy was vnſtable: 
Fixe in your minde thys mater doth impzeſſe, 
And your cozages knightip doth vpdzeſſe; 
Igapne al tytles holdeth champarty, 

Whych appertayneth to falle auoutry , 


C The.xix. Chapter. 


Ol mighty Sampſon whiche tolde hys 
counſaple to Dalpda, where⸗ 
by he was dilceiued, 


——— = was moze ſtronger thi Samp⸗ 
on 2 
Lone moꝛe deliner, $ byble bereth 
wptneſſe: 

Without weapen he ſlough a fierſe lyon, 
Ind foꝛ his enempes to hym dyd expzeſſe 
His vncouth pꝛoblem anon he gan him dꝛeſſe 
Agayne Phultſtines, and ſlough of the thirty, 
To pape hys pꝛomyſe (poyled them by a vis 
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His pꝛoblem wagscthe text thus reherſyng 
After the letter) in very lothfaſtneſſe, 

Chere came out mete ot a thynge etynge, 
And fro the ſtrong there went out (wetnes, 
But hys wyfe of frowarde doublenes, 
Which euer w2ought to his diſauaple, 

Of wozthy Sampſon tolde the counſaple. 


What is moze ſtronge than is a lyon: 

O2 moze [wete than hony in taſtyng: 

But women haue thys condicion, (ging 
Of lecrete thynges whan they haue knowle⸗ 
They bolne in warde their hertes ape freting 
Outher they muſt dye oz dilcure, 

So bzitel ot cuſtome is their nature, 


This was the tale, the lyon that was deed, 
Agapne the lonne gapynge lay vp right: 
Alwarme ok been entred in his heed, 

Of whom there came hony anone ryght, 
Ind whan Samplon therof had aſyght, 
He fantaſied in hys opinion, 

Full ſecretly this pzopolicton, 


As ye haue herde, a gan it fozth purpoſe, 
That philiſt ines to hym it chould expowne: 
Under a payne the trouth to hym vnclole. 
But wyth hys wike they pꝛiuely gan rown, 
And che on Siplon gan copleyn and frowne, 
Ind faymngly ſo long vpon hym wepe, 
That he coud not his coũſaple fro her kepe. 


Which whan che knewe made no taryeng, 
But plaine and hole the gan it to declare: 
Such double truſt is in their wepynge, 

To kepe their tonges women can not ſpare, 
Such wepyng wpues yuell mote they fare, 
And al huſbands J p2ay god gyue the ſoꝛow, 
That tel their counlaile at euyn oꝛ mozowe, 


She told thẽ hole ſhe told it thẽ not halfe, 
And Sampſon than gan vpon the ſmyle: 
Jfyenot had herde it in my calke, 

pe ſhould not haue found it a great whyle. 
Who map be ſure where women lyſt begyle 2 
Though bokes Sapſon of ſtregth lo cõmẽde, 
Pet durſt he not ayenſt hys wyke offende, 


This mighty Sampſon did alſo his payne 
The hundzed foxes ones that he founde, 
He toke their tailes,knit the twayn a twain, 
Ind ampd euerich he let a fyꝛe bzonde, 

Ind as they ran in Phyliſtines lond, 

Do furioully vp and downe they went, 


of John Wochas. 


Leaf. xt iii. 
That they their frutes # their vynes bꝛent. 


Eke by trapſon whan he was ones bound, 
Myth ſtronge coꝛdes (as he lay a ſlepe) 
There. iii. M. whych that Samplon kounde, 
To haue murdꝛed hym o2 he toke kepe, 

He bꝛake his bondes and vp anone he lepe: 
Ok an aſſe he caught a chaule bone, 

And a thouſande he ſlough of them anone. 


He gan to faynt, and had a ſodaine luſt 

Foz to dꝛinke, faded face and chere: 

Ind god ſent hym to ſtaũche with bys thirſt; 
From the aſſes tothe water chꝛiſtal clere, 
Which that ſpꝛãge out large lyke a ryuere! 
Refrehed his ſpirite whych afoze gan dul, 
Tyl that he had of water dzonke his ful, 


After he went to Gaſam the citye, 

Amõg hys enemys that were of great might 
To his plelaunce where he dyd le, 

A full fayze woman, lay wyth her al nyghte, 
Andon the mozowe long oz it was lyght, 
Maugre the watch on his Golders lquare, 
The gates ſtrong vp to an hyl he bare. 


And in a valey whych called was Sozet, 
Ful hote he loued Dalyda the fap2e: 

On whom his hert was full ſure ſet, 

She coude her kayne ſo mcke a debonapꝛe. 
Make him luch chere whan hi liſt repeyze, 
But FJ dare tall her Dalida the double, 
Chefe rote # cauſe ot al his moztal trouble, 


He neuer dꝛanke wynes whytene reed, 

Of Nazarees ſuch is the gouernaunce: 
Naſour, ne here, touched neuer his heed, 
Foz in long growyng ſlãdeth their pleſaunces 
And this Sampſon moſt myghty of lubſtãce, 
Had al his foꝛce by inftuence of heuyn, 

By hteres weryng z wereinnombze leuyn. 


Jt was ful ſecre in enery mannes ſyght, 
Imong people told foz an vncouth thinge, 
Wherot Sampſon had lo great myght, 
Outwarde chewyng by fozce of hys wozking! 
But Dalida wyt her falſe flatterynge, 
Woulde neuer ſtynt enquiring euer amonge, 
Tyl fe knewe wherby he was ſo ſtrong, 


She lyke a ſerpent daryng vnder flours, 

N2 lyke a woꝛme that w2oteth in a tre, 

O2 lpke an addze ofmanyfolde colours, 

Righte true apperinge and fayꝛe vpon 2 
93 


Foꝛ <20wded was her mutabilite, 
Dith lowliheed and a fayze pzetence, 
Ok true menynge vnder kalle apparence, 


He ment troth and che was variable, 

He was faithful and che was vntrewe: 

He was ſtedfaſt and che was vnſtable, 

His truſt aye one, he loued thinges newe, 
She weared colours of many diuers hewe: 
In ſtede of blewe which ſtedfaſt is a clene, 
She loued chaunges of many diuers grene. 


But to purpoſe foꝛ to condilcende, ö 
Whan ſhe of Samplon knewe al the pꝛiuite, 
Her faltheed choꝛtly foz to compzehende, 
She made hym llepe ful ſoft on her kne, 
And a ſharpe raſour after that toke the, 
Shofe of his heeres large a of great length 
Whereby alas he loſt all his ſtrength. 


Domage in erth is none ſo greuous, 

Is an enemy which that is lecree; 

Noꝛ peſtilente none ſo perilous, 

As falſneſſe wher it is puuee, 

And ſpecially in feminitee. 

Foz iftheyz wyues be founde variable, 
Where Gall huſtandcs fynde other ſtable: 


Thus Sapſon was by Dalida diſceiued, 
She coude ſo well fatter, foꝛge, and fapne: 
Which Philiſtines whan thei haue coceyucd, 
Unwarely boũd hym in a myghty cheyne, 
Caſt him in pziſon, put out his eyen twapne, 
And of diſpite after as J fynde, 

It their quernes made hym foz to grynde. 


Thei made a feaſt ſtately and ſolempne, 
Whan they had al this traiſon wzought: 
Ind to rebuke him,ſcozne him, x condempne, 
Blinde Sampſon was afoze them bꝛought. 
Which greued hym ful ſoze in his thought, 
Caſt he dyd pꝛiuely in his minde, (finde. 
Tauenge hys blyndneſſe ſome maner way to 


Aud whan he had thus bethought hym long, 
He made a chtide hym pꝛiuely to lede, 

To two poſtes, large, ſquare, and ſtronge, 
Enbzaced them, oꝛ any man toke hede: 

And gan to ſhake the without feare oz dzede, 
So ſturdely among hys fone al, 

That the temple is vpon them fal. 


Thus he was auenged on his fone, 


The firſt boke 


Slough in hys dyeng, god wote many one, 
Moꝛe than he dyd euer afoze in hys lyue, 
And he was allo, the date to diſcriue 

In Jſrael(the Byble is myn auctour) 
Twenty pete theyꝛ iudge and gouernour. 


CLenuoye, 


Dys tragedy gyueth an euidence , 
To whom me (al theyz coũleil out 


<= opicnre: 

Foz recheles tonges foꝛ lacke of pzudence, 
Haue do great harme to many a creature. 
Whan harme is done ful harde it is to recure 
Beware by Sãplõ your coũſaile wel to kepe 
Let Dalida complaine,crye and wepe. 


Whilom Sampſon foꝛ manhode # pzudence 
J(rael had in gouernance and cure, 
Daunted Lyons thzough his magnitycence, 
Made on a thouſande a diſconfiture: 

But hys molt perilous auenture, 

Was whan he lay with Dalida to ſlepe, 
Whych falſly coude complayne,crye @ wepe. 


pe noble pꝛinces concepue the ſentence 

Ol thys ſtozy remembzed tn ſcripture, 
Howe that Sampſon of wylful negligence, 
Vas ſhauen # hozne,diffaced his fygure: 
Kepe your coceytes vnder couerture, (crepe. 
Suffre no nightwoꝛme within your coliſaile 
ThoughDalida coplayne,crye and wepe, 


H The.xr. Chapiter, 


A chapter of Bochas diſcriupng the 
maliceof women, 


(on aucthour Bocas reioyſed in hys 


Iyue, 
dare not ſaye whether it was com⸗ 
mendable, 
Of theſe women the malice to dyſcryue, 
Generally,and wait (it is no fable) 
Df theyꝛ nature how they ben variable, 
Ind howe their malice beſt by euidence 
Is know to them that haue experience. 


They can afozce them al day men may ſe, 
By lynguler fredom and dominacion, 
Ouer men to haue ſoueraynte, 

And kepe them lowe vnder ſubiection: 
And ſoze labour in their opinion 


Which that falſely dyd agayne hym ſtryue : By lubtyl cralt that thinge to recure, 


Whych 
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Which is to them denied ol nature. 


Bochas affirmeth and holde it fo2 no tale, 

If they want freſhnes of colour, 

And haue their face Jawne, werte, and pale, 
Anone they do their diligent laboure 

In ſuch anede to helpe and do locour, f 
Their riueled ſkyn abꝛode to dꝛawe # ſtrain, 
Foz ward froũces to make the lmoth # plain. 


Ik no rednelſe in their chekes be, 

Noz no lilpes dilectable and white, 

Than they take tencreale their beaute, 

Such oyntements as may molt delite. 
Wher kynde fayleth the ſurpluſage to aquite 
They can by craft ſo foz them ſelfe diſpoſe, 
Shewe rednes, though there be no role, 


Ind foꝛ to che we their face faire and bzyghte, 
With hote ſpices and oyntementes ſote, 
They can by craft counterfete a ryght: 

Take in ſuch caſemany an holſome rote. 
Where kinde faileth connynge can do bote, 

Ik theyꝛ bꝛeſtes vp to hye them dꝛeſſe, 

They ca ful wel the boſſynge downe repꝛeſſe. 


And if they be to ſoft oꝛ to tendze, (round: 
They haue connyng to make them harde and 
Their coʒlnes they can eke make ſlendze, 
With poynant ſauces ben in phiſike foũde, 
Their lubtel wittes in lleightes ſo habound, 
Thyngey is croked oꝛ w2ong in mãs ſyght, 
To make it ſeine as it went vp ryght. 


They hane ſtrictoꝛies too make theyꝛ ſkyn to 


Wꝛought ſubtilly of gomes & of glaire, (chine 
Craftylyes to dye their heer cytryne, 
Diſtilled waters to make them ſeme fayze. 
Fumigacions to rectify the ayze, 
Stomagers and kreche confections, 

To repzeſſe falſe exhalacions, 


Of al theſe thingsBochas hath moſt dilpite, 
Whan theſe veckes farre pꝛon in age, 

Within them lelke haue vaine glozy x delite, 
Foz to be fayze and paynt their viſage: 
Lyke as a paintout on an olde ymage 
Layeth his collours riche & freche ok hewe, 
Wozme frete ſtockes foz to make ſeme newe. 


Their ſlak ſkyn by erafte abꝛodę is ſtreined, 
Lykt an ozenge from the gales t: 
Riche relikes about their necke is cheined, 
Golde bps golde w perle & ſtones wzought, 


of John Bochas 
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And Þ their colour out ward apeire nought 
W winde oz ſin which uld the tein oz fade, 
Foz vnkinde heates they vlen Citrinade. 


What Gould J wꝛite their vnrouth delierg, 
Sumtyme frowarde luͤtyme debonayꝛe⸗ 
Imageninge ſondꝛy kreche attiers, 
Contriued of newe many thouſand payꝛe. 
Diuers deuiſes to make them leme fayze: 

In their appoꝛt by counterfapte lykenes 
Foz to reſemble Uenus the goddeſſe. 


Ok one deuiſe they holde them not apapde. 
They mult eche day haue a ſtraunge wede: 
It any be better than other arayed, (blede. 
Ok frowarde grutchynge they fele their herte 
Foz eueryche thynketh verely in dede 

A moꝛow pꝛieng in a myꝛrour bzyght, 

Foz to be faireſt in her owne light. 


They can their eyen and their lokes dꝛeſſe 
To dꝛawe folkes by ſleightes to their lure, 
And ſome whyle by their krowardnes 

And fayned daunger they can of men recure 
What euer they lyſt, ſuch is their auenture: 
Agaynſt whole lleightes fozce noꝛ pzudence 
Map not auayle to make reſiſtence, 


With conſtraint wepyng, # foꝛged flaterp, 
Subtyll ſpeche ,ferced with plelaunte, 

And many falſe diſſimuled malady 

Though ĩ their hertes they fele no greuaũce, 
Ind with their couert (obze daliaunce, 
Though vnderneth the double lerpent dare, 
Ful many one they haue bꝛoght i their ſnare, 


O lwetnes ful ofmoztalitie, | 
Serpentyne wyth a pleſant viſage; 
Unſtable iop ful of aduerſite, 

O moſt chaungeable of hert and of coꝛage, 


In thy delires hauyng thys auauntage, 


What euer thou lyſt to daunt and oppieſſe, 
Such is thy fraüches, Bocas bereth witnes. 


Of nature they tan in many wple, r 
Ok mighty gyantes the power wel aſlake, 
What wyt of man can compas oꝛ deuiſe, 


Their lleighty wyles dare well vndertake ; 


And ik them lyſt theron an ende make: 
Fro this conceite who ſo that diſcoꝛde 
Athouſande ſtoꝛies the reders can accoꝛde, 


emembzing firſt how Hercules ſtron 
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Was bꝛought by women to his deſtruction: 
The quene Clitimniſtra dyd alſo great wꝛõg 
To murder her loꝛde kynge Agamemnon. 
Dalyda alſo betrayed Dampſon, 
Imphioꝛax lanke depe downe in to hell, 
Bicauſe his wife his counſaile did out tell. 


It nedeth not make mencion 

Though Phillis died thꝛough impacience, 
Ok longe abidinge of her Demophoon, 

Noz howe that Nilus kyng of Magarence 
Was by his doughters curſed violence 
Unwarely murdzed, in Ouide it is told, 
Whã fro his head the ſtale Þ heare of golde , 


Bochas reherſeth of wyues many one, 
Which in their werkinge were ful cotrariug? 
But among all he wziteth there was one. 
Quene of Allirye & wpfe to kyng Ninug, 
And by diſcent doughter to Neptunug, 
Semiramis called in her dapes, 

Which of all men woulde make aſſapes. 


She nouther (pared ſtraunger ne kpnred, 
Yer owne ſon was not let aſyde: 

But wyth him had knowledgyng tn dede, 
Of whych the ſclaũder went about fal wyde, 
Foꝛ wyth one man ſhe could not abyde, 
Sucha falſe luſt was vpon her fall, 

In her coꝛage to haue a do wythal. 


And truely it doth my wyt appal, 

Ok thys matter to make reherlaile: 

It is no reaſon to atwyte women al 
Though one 02 two whyloin dyd kaple, 

It ſitteth not noꝛ it may not auaile 

Them torebuze that perfit ben and gode, 
Ferre out of ioynt though lome other ſtode. 


Therich Rubye noz the Saphire Jnde 

Be not appapꝛed of their freche beautie, 
Though among ſtones me co"terfetes fynd: 
And ſemblably though ſome women be 
Not wel gouerned after their degre, 

It not diffaceth noz doth no violence, 

To them that neuer dyd in their life offence, 


The whyte lillye noz the holſome roſe 

Noz violettes ſpꝛede on bankes thicke, 
Their (wetnes whych out warde thep vnclole 
Is not appepꝛed with no weedes wycke, 
And though ß bꝛeres # many a croked ſticke 


Growe in gardenz among the floures fapze, 


They map the vertue ofherbes not apayze, 


And ( J dare ſap)that women vertuous 
Ben in the vertuecof pꝛice)moꝛe cõmendable 
Than there be lome rekened vicious, 

And of their liuinge founde alſo table, 

Good women ought not be partable 

Ok their treſpaſſe, noꝛ their wycked dede, 
But moꝛe cõmended foꝛʒ their womanhed , 


What is appayꝛed of Heſter the mekenes, 
Though þ Scilla was ſturdy a vengeablez 
Noz of Alceſte the perfite ſtedfaſtnes 

Is not eclipſed,but moze acceptable, 
Though Clitimniſtra was founde variable: 
Lyke as whi clouds their blaknes do decline 
Phebus w his beames doth moze clere ſhine, 


Ful many one haue clene ben al their lyue, 
Undefouled kept their virginitie: 
Ind ſome coude againſt al vices ſtriue , 


+ Themtoconlerue in perfit chaſtitie, 


Deuoyde ofchaung and mutabilitte , 
Thogh lie other haue ther againe treſpaſed, 
The laude of them is not ther with diffaſed, 


Ind who euer of malice lyſt accuſe 

Theſe ſelp women touchynge vartaunce, 
Let them remembꝛe # in their wyttes muſe 
Men be not ay ſtable in their conſtaunte: 

In this woꝛlde there is no pecſeueraunce, 
Chaunge is ay founde in men # women both 
On outher party be they neuer ſo wꝛoth. 


No man Gould the vertuous atwite 

In tedeof him that did the trelpace, 

Noz foꝛ a thefe a trewe man indite, 

Noꝛ foꝛ the gylty an Innocent manace: 
Good and wrcked abyde in euery place, 
Their pꝛice, their lacke, let them be reſerued, 
To outher party as they haue deſerued. 


Though Jhon Bochas in his opinion 
Agapnſt women lyſt a pꝛoceſſe make, 
(They that ben good of condicton 
Shoulde ayenſt it no maner quarel take 
But lightip, paſſe and their ſleues Cake: 
Foz againe good he nothinge made 

Who can conceyue theffect of this balade. 


- CThe.xri.Chapter. 
Cype extuls ot Bochas foz his waiting | 


ayenf milgouerned women, 
in ſted of a Lenuop, 
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gree, 

And vertuous both in thought and dede, 
What Bochas ſayeth take ye no hede: 

Foz his wꝛitinge if it be diſcerned, 

Js not agayne them that be well gouerned. 


Foz though it fall that one two oz thze 
Haue done amiſſe, as therof god fo2bed , 


That other womẽ whych Cable a faithful be, 


Should be atwited of their vngoodlphede: 
But moze comended foz their womanhed. 
Foz this ſcripture if it be concerned, 

Is agayne them that be not well gouerned, 


A galled hozſecthe ſoth if pe liſt ſe) 

Who toucheth hi boweth his backe foz dzede, 
Ind who is knowe bntrue in his countre, 
Sh:inketh his hoznes wha me ſpeke of fall⸗ 
But good women haue ful litel nede (hede, 
To grutch oz frowne whan þ truth is lerned, 
Thoughe there be (be Þ be not wel gouerned, 


Of Dalida and quene Paſiphae 

Though doublenes dyd their bꝛidell lede, 
Pet of Lucrece and Penolope, | 
The noble fame abzode doth yne # lpꝛede: 
Out of good coꝛne me may the darnel wede, 
Women rebuke in their dekautes querned, 
And not touch them that be wel gouerned. 


The. xxii. Chapter. 


¶ Ot myghty Pyꝛrus that floughe 
Pollicene, whyche fozhys pꝛyde 
and auoutry dyed in pouerte, 
llayne at the laſt by 
Hozeſtes. 


„ Ochas muſynge in hrs remem⸗ 

5 MN And conſiderynge inhis fantaſy, 

— Che bnſure truſte of woꝛldely va⸗ 
riaunte, 

Ok men et women the chaunge and the foly: 

The ſame tyme he ſa we a company 

Of myghty pꝛinces ful pitouſiy wepynge, 

To hym appere their foztune complaining, 


he 


'S 


* 


of John Bochas. 
E women all that ſhall beholde and 


This chapiter, and the pꝛotes rede, 
pe that ben good founde in youre de⸗ 


Teaf.xtxvb. 


Among other that put them lelte in pꝛeale, 
Of mighty Pirrus fyzt he had a light: 
That was the ſon of waathy Achintes, 
Among Grekes the moſt famous knight, 
Moſt commended ofmanhode a of might. 
Son and next heire as bokes (pecitye, .. 
OfPelleus kynge of Theſlalie, | 


This Achilles ful manly of his herte 

Hurt of Yectoz and his wounde grene, 
Slough Hectoꝛ after oz he dyd aduert: 
The whiche Achilles foꝛ loue of Pollicene, 
By compaſſingof Heccuba the quene; 
Under treaty this grekes champion, 

Was llayne of Paris within Trop toun. 


Whole deth to auenge, Pyꝛrus in his tene 
Furtouſly with face deed and pale, 
Slough afterward the lapde Pollicene, 
And diſmembzed her on peices (male: 
Whiche foz to heare is a piteous tale, 
That a knight ſo vengeable was in dede, 
To llee a mayde quakynge in her d2ede, 


He coude foꝛ Ire on her no merty haue, 
But with his werde moſt furious a wode, 
Merciles vpon his fathers graue, 

L yke a tiraunt he ſhed her chaſte bloud : 
The dede hozriblediffaced his knighthode, 
That to this day the ſclaunder and diffame, 
By newe tepoꝛt reboundeth on his name. 


oetes lay and ſpecially Ouide 
zites whan Grekes fro Troy chuld laile. 
Howe their chyppes by an anker dyd ryde, 
Ok their purpoſe which long dyd the faile: 
But in this whyle he maketh reherſayle, 
Out of the erth manacynge of chere, 
Ok Achilles an ymage dyd appere. 


To grekes ſayde wyth a deedly face: 

ele well mine honour and my glozy, 

And my nobles ful lyghtly foꝛth doth pace 
Unkynde people, out of your memoꝛy. 
Wyych vy me had your conqueſt and vyctoʒp, 
Pour deuoy2e doth Pollicene to take, 
And on my graue a ſacrifice to make, 


Wyth her blode, loke pe ſpare nought 

To ſpꝛing it about my ſepulture: (bought, 

Thus blode foz blode wyth vengeance albe 

Ind foz my death the death he mu endure, 
tt, il 
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Ind hole the maner ol thys auenture, 
Ind howe che dyed, in her maydenhead, 
Methamoꝛpholeos þ pꝛoceſſe ye map rede. 


In haſty vengeaunce ſet was al hys ioye, 
W thurſt vnſtaũched Tropan blode toſhede, 
He llough Pꝛiam the wozthy kyng of Troy : 
And into Grece wyth hym he dydlede 
Andꝛomada, the ſtozy ye map rede, 

Weded her, and after in certaine, 

By him che had wozthy ſonnes twapne. 


But in repapꝛyng home to his coũtre, 

As Eolus dyd hys chyppes dzyue, 

J fynde he was a ptrat ofthe ſe: 

And into Grete whan he dyd arpue, 
Foztune vnwarelp gan agapne him ſtrpue, 
Fozſoke hys wyfe let her iyue alone, 

Toke another called Hermione 


Which was that tyme in mariage 

To Yozeſtes ſon of Agamemnon: 

Ind he alas of loues wylful rage, 

Toke her by foꝛce to hys poſſeſſion, 

But of auoutry foloweth this guerds, 
Sodapne deth,pouerte,oz ame, 

Open diſclaũder, great miſchefe oz diffame, 


Eke in hys tyme thys Pirrus as J rede, 
Fyll into milſchefe and great pouerte: 

And wyth ſuch meyny as he dyd lede, 

Ye was a rouer, and robbed on the lee. 

And as poeres reherſe,ye may ſe, 

Ofſuch robbyng by ſelaũder and diflame, 
This woꝛde Pirate of Pirrus toke p name. 


Ind as the ſtoꝛpe after doth deniſe, 

The (ayde Yoreſtes gan ſpkerlp eſpye, 
Wher that Pyꝛrus dyd ſacrifyce 

Tofoze Appollo, that god to magnify : 

Full vawarely Yozeſtes of enuy, 

Toke a ſharpe ſherde oꝛ Ppzrus coud aduert 
Wher that he ſtode a rote hym to the her t. 


This was the fyne of Pyzrus in ſubſtance, 
Fo: al his pꝛyde and great pꝛelumcion: 

Ok falſe auoutry foloweth thys bengeafice, 
Loſſe of ſome membꝛe, pouerte, oꝛ pꝛilon. 
Oz hateful ſclaundꝛe by ſome occaſion, 

Oz (odapne deth,Goztly in ſentence, 
Complete in Pyzrus,by ful clere euydence, 


The firſt boke 


COf Machayꝛe andofhys 
luſter Ca- 
nace. 


ter thys Pyzrus came Canace 
y the faire, 
7a 9, Ceares dyſtyllynge fro her eyen 

SAY t wayne: 
T: :: :: *- Andher bzother that called was 
MWachaire, 
And both they pitiouſly gan playne 
That foꝛtune gan at them lo diſdayne, 
Hyndꝛyng their fate by woful aduenture, 
Touchig their loue which was apen nature. 


He was her bꝛother and her loue alſo, 

As the ſtoꝛie plainelp doth declare: 

And in a bedde they lape eke bothe two, 
Reaſon was none why they would ſpare, 
But loue that cauſeth wo and eke welfare, 
Gan agapne kynde ſo traungely deupſle, 
That he her wombe made ſ{odenly to ryle, 


And finally myne authour beareth wytneg, 
A childe che had by her owne bzother; 

Which excelled in fauour and fayzenes, 
Foz lyke to hym of beaute was none other, 
But of their loueſo gyded was the rother, 
That Caribdis twene windes ful contrayze, 
Hath Canace diſtroied, and Machayze., 


Foꝛ whan their father the maner dyd eſpie, 
Ok their wozkyng whych was ſo hozible, 
Fo: yze almoſt he fel in frenſy, 

Whych foz to appele was an impoſſible: 
Foz the mater was frowardeand odible, 
Foz whiche plainely deuoyde of al pite, 
Upon their treſpas he would auenged be, 


The cauſe knowen the father anone right, 
Caſt foz their deth ofrigour to pꝛouide: 

Foz whych Machaire ftedde out of his ſight 
And from his face his pzeſence gan to hide. 
But wo alas his ſuſter muſt abide, 
Mercileſle foꝛ their hateful treſpale, 

And ſultre deth there was none other grace. 


Firſt her father a harpe ſwerde to her ſent, 

In token ol deth foꝛ a remembꝛaunte, 

And whan che wiſt plaine ly what he ment, 

Ind conceiued his rigoꝛous oꝛdinauntce: 

Whyth whole purpole to obey his pleſau — 
e 


She grutched not, but lowly ofentent, 
Lxtze a meke doughter to his deſire aſſent, 


But oꝛ he dyed che caſt foz to wꝛite 

A lyteil letter to her bzother dere, 

A deedly complaynt toſhewe x endite, 

With pale face and a moztal chere, 

(The ſalt teares from her eyen clere, 

With pitous ſobbing fet fro her herts bzinke, 
Diſtillyng downe to tẽpꝛe with her ynke, 


(XF The.rrb. Chapiter, 


¶ The letter of complaynt of Ca⸗ 
nate, to her bꝛother 


Machapze. 


= Vt of her ſowne whan che abzeyde, 
( Anowyng no meane but deth in her 
I diſtres, (layde 
Too her bꝛother full pytoullpe che 
Caule of my ſoꝛowe, rote of my heupneſſe, 
That whilõ was chefe ſours ot my gladnes, 
Wha both our iopes by wyl were ſo dilpoled, 
Under one key our herts to be vncloſed, 


$. 


Whilom thou were luppoꝛte and ſykernes, 
Chefe reioyſyng of my woꝛldly pleſaunce: 
But now thou art ground of my ſicknes , 
Wel of wanhope, and my deedly penaunce: 
Which haue of ſozow gretteſt habũdaũce 
That euer pet had any creature, 

Which mult fozloue the deth, alas, endure. 


Thou were whylo my blyſſe # al my truſt, 
Souerapne confozt,my ſoꝛowes to appeſe: 
Spꝛing and wel ot all my hertes luſt, 

And nowe alas chefe rote of my diſeaſe, 

But it my deth myght do the anyeale, | 

O bother myne in remembꝛaũce of twaine, 
Deth Gall to me be pleaſure ⁊ no payne, 


My cruel father moſt vnmerciable, 

O: dapned hath (it nedes muſt be (o) 
Inhis rigour heis ſo vntretable, 

Al mercileſſe he wyll that it be do, 

That we algate Call dye both two: 

But J am glad ſith it may be none other, 
Thou art elcaped my beſt beloued bꝛother. 


This is myne ende J may it not aſtert, 
O bzother myne there is no moze to ſap, 


of John Bothas 


Leaf.rrrvi 


Lowly beſechinge the with al my hole hert, 
Foz to remembze ſpecially J pzey, 

Ikit befall my litel ſonne to dey, 

That Þ maiſt after ſome mynde on vs haue, 
Suffre vs both to be buried in one graue. 


J holde hi ſtreitly atwene my armes twaine, 
Thou # nature layde on me this charge: 

He gyltleſſe wyth me muſt ſuffre payne, 

And ſith thou art at fredom and at large, 
Let kyndnes our loue not ſo diſcharge, 

But haue a mynde where euer that thou be 
Ones a day vpon my chylde and me. 


On the and me dependeth the treſpace, 
Touchyng our gylt and our great offence; 
But welawaye moſt angelyke of face, 
Our chylde pong in his pure innocence, 
Shal agaynſt right ſuffre dethes violence, 
Tender of lymmes, god wote full giltleſſe, 
The goodly fayꝛe Þ lieth here ſpechleſſe. 


A mouth he hath, but woꝛdes hath he none, 
Can not cõplaine, alas, foz none outrage, 
Noz2 grutcheth not, but lpeth here alone 
Styll as a lambe moſt meke of his viſage: 
What hert of tele coude do to hym domage, 
Onꝛ (uffre hym dye beholdyng the manere, 
And loke benigne of his two eyne clere⸗ 


O thou my father to cruell is thy wꝛeche, 
Harder of hert.than any tigre oz lyon: 

To lee a chylde that lyeth wythout ſpeche, 
Voyde of all mercy and remiſſion, 

Ind on his mother haſte no compaſſion, 
His youth cõſidered w lyppes ſoft as ſilke 
Whych at my bꝛeſt lyeth a louketh myltze. 


Is any loꝛow remẽbꝛed by w2yting 

Unto my ſoꝛouful ſighes comparable: 

Oz was there euer creature lyuyng 

That felt ofdole a thinge moze lamentable: 
Foz contoꝛtleſſe and vnrecurable 

Are thilke heaped ſoꝛowes full of tage, 
Which haue with wo oppzeſſed my cozrage, 


Reken all my milcheues, in eſpecial 

And on my miſchefke remembze a haue mynd: 
My loꝛd my father is my enemy moztal, 
Experience pnough thereok J finde. 

Foz in his purſute he hath left behinde, 


In diſtruccion of the my ehyld and me, 
Al ruth, al mercy,and * pite. 
ili. 


Ind 
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The kyꝛſt boke 


And the my bꝛother auoyded from his light, 
Whitte in ns wyſe his grace mapſt attayne: 
Alas that rigour, vegeaunce 8 cruel right, 
Shoulde aboue mercy be lady ſouerapne. 
But crueltie doth at me lo dildayne, 

That thou my bꝛother my childe # allo J 
Shall dye exyled, alas from all mercy, 


My father whylom by many a (ondzy ligne 
Was my ſocour and ſuppoꝛtacion, 

To the and me mol? gractous and benigne, 
Our woz2idly gladnes oure conſolacion: 
But loue & foztune hath tourned vplodoun 
Our grace, alas, our welfare ⁊ our fame, 
Hard to recute ſo ſclaundꝛed is our name. 


Spot of diffaming is harde to wache away , 
Whan noyle abꝛode do folke manace: 

To hynder a man they: may be no delay, 
Foz hateful fame flyeth far in choꝛt ſpace: 
But ot vs twayne there is none other grace, 
Saue onely deth, and after deth, alas, 
Eternal ſclaunder, of vs thus ſtant the caas. 


Wyhõ al we blame oꝛ who Gal we atwite, 
Our greate offeiice tith we maye it not hyde 2 
Foz our excuſe repoztes to reſpyte 


Meane is there none except the God Cupide: 
And though he woulde foꝛ vs pzouyde, 

In thys mater to be our chele refuge, 
Poetes lap he is blynde to be a iudge. 


Heis depapnt lyke a blynde archere, 

To marke aryght fapling dilcrecion: 
Yoldpnge no meaſure nouther fer noz nere, 
But lyke foztunes diſpolicion, 

Al vpon hap voyde of al reaſon, 

Is a blynd archer w arrowes arp ygroñd, 
Ok auenture peueth many a moꝛtal wounde. 


At the and me he w2ongly dyd marke, 
Felly to hynder our fatal auentures. 


As karre as Phebus chyneth in hys arke, 


To make vs refuſe to al creatures, 
Called vs twayne vnto the wofull lures 
Ofdiffame,whych wyll depart neuer, 

By newe repozte the noyle encreſyng euer, 


Odious fame with lwikt wynges tyeth, 
But al good fame enup doth retrayne; 
Eche man of other the defautes ſeeth, 
Pet on his owne no man wyl complayne, 


But al the woꝛlde ont cryeth on vs twapne. 
Whole hateful ire by vs may not be quemed. 
Fo: I muſt dye my tather hath lo demed. 


Now farwel bꝛother, to me it doth ſuffice 
To dye alone foꝛ our both ſake: 

And in my moſt faithful humbly wyſe, 

Unto my dethward thogh J trimble @ quake, 
Of the loꝛ euer now my leaue J take. 

Aud ones a pere foꝛget not but take hede, 
My fatal day this letter foz to rede. 


So ſhalt 5 haue of ine ſome remEb2aunce, 
My name empꝛinted in thy kalendere, 

By reherſayle of my deedly greuance: 
Weare black that day a make a doleful chere. 
And whan thou comeſt c halt apꝛoch nere 
My ſepulture, J pꝛay the not dildaine 

Upon my graue (ome teares foꝛ to rayne. 


Wꝛityng her letter wꝛapped all in dꝛede, 

In her ryght hande her pen gan to quake: 
Ind a ſharpe ſwerde to make her hert blede, 
In her lift hand her father hath her tatze. 
And her moſt ſozow was fox her childes (ſake 
Upon whole face in her barme lepyng, 
Ful many a teare che wepte in complayning, 


After al thys, ſo as che ſtode and quoke, 

Her chylde beholdig amyd her paynes ſmert: 
Without abode the Carpe ſwerde che tobe, 
Ind roue her lelfe euyn to the hert, 

Yer chyld fil downe which myght not aſtert, 
Hauyng no helpe to ſoccour hym no2 laue, 
But in her bloud him ſelfe began to bathe, 


Ind than her father moſt cruel of entent, 
Badde that the childe houlde anone be take, 
Ok cruel houndes in haſte foz to be rent, 

And be denoured foz hys mothers ſake: 

Ok thys tragedy thus an ende J make, 

The pꝛoceſſe of whych men may rede x ſe 
Concludeth on milchefe x furious crueltie. 


Remembꝛynge fyꝛſt as made is mention, 
owe that Pyꝛrus delited hym in dede 
han Troye was bꝛought to diſtruction, 
With cruei werde Troyan blode to hede. 
But of ſuch ſlaughter ſe here the cruel mede. 
As rygyt requyzeth by vnware violence, 
Blode chedde foꝛ blode is finall recõpence. 


Lenuoye 


of John Bochas. Leaf.rixVit, 


CLenuoye, 
ww Han ſurquedy oppzeſſed hath pitte, 
And mekenes is we ty2anny boze doun 
Agayne all ryght, then haſty crueltie 
To be vengeable maketh no delation, 
What foloweth therof by good aſpection, 
Se an example how Pyzrus in his tene 
Ofhatefull yze ſlough ponge Pollicene. 


Kynge Eolus to outragious was parde, 
And to vengeable in his entencion: 
Agaynſt his childzen, Machaire, æ Canace, 


So impoꝛtable was his punicion, 

Ok haſte pꝛoceadyng to their deſtruction. 
LOozſein his yꝛe as it was well ſene, 

Than cruell Pyzrus whiche llewe Policene. 


Noble pꝛinces, pꝛudent and attempꝛe, 
Deferre vengeaunce of high dilcrecion: 

Tyll your pꝛe ſumwhat alwaged be, 

Do neuer of doome none execuſion. 

Foz hate and rancour perturben the reaſon 
Ok haſty iudges, moꝛe of entent vnclene, 
Than cruell Pyzrus whych lle we Policene, 


C Thus endeth the firſte 
Böooke. G. ilii. 
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{== © ſome folke,parcaſe it would ſeme 
><} Touchig þ chaũges a mutabilities, 
By me rehearſed þ thei might deme 
Ot foztunes ſtraunge aduerlities, 
To pꝛinces chewed, doun pulled frö their ſees 
{Theſe tragedies ought inough lutfile, 

In complaynyng which ye haue heard deuiſe 


The ſtoꝛy piteous, the pꝛoceſſe lamentable, 
Uovde of iope, all gladnes and pleaſaunce, 

A thing to greuous and to impoztable, 
Where as no mirth is medled with greuaũce: 
All vpon complaynt ſtandeth the alyaunce, 
Moſt whan foꝛtune, who 5ᷣ her courſe knewe 
Chaungeth olde toyes into ſoꝛowes newe. 


Foz bnto him that neuer wiſt of wo, 
Remembzaunce of his olde gladneſſe 
Whan his welfare and pleaſaunce is go, 
And neuer afoze knewe of heauines, (nes 
Such vnware chatig.(\uch vncouth wꝛetched 
Cauleth in pꝛices thzough new dedly trouble 
After their falling their loꝛowes to be double. 


Olde eramples of pzynces that haue fall, 
(Their remEb2aunce of new bꝛought to minde 
May be a my2roz to eſtates all, 

How they in vertue ſhall remedtes finde, 
To eſchue vyces of ſuch as were made blind: 
From (odayn fallyng the lelues to pꝛeſerue, 
Long to cõtune and thanke of god deſerue, 


The fal ok one is a cleare lanterne 

To teach another what he (all eſchne: 
Peryll of one, is(who lo can dilcerne) 
Schole and doctrine from peryll to remue, 
Is men deſerue ſuche guerdon muſt fue: 

In vice noꝛ vertue no man may God decepue 
Like their deſertes their mede they receyue, 


Who foloweth vertue lengeſt doth perſeuer, 
Be it in riches, be it in pouertye: 

Light of trouth his clerenes kepeth euer, 
Agayne the aſſautes of all aduerlitie. 
Vertue is cauſe of long pꝛolperitie. 

Ind whan pꝛinces fro vertue downe decline, 
Their fame is <zouded vnder ß cliptike line 


Foz falſe foztune bohiche turneth as a ball, 
Ok vnware chaũges though men her atwite 
It is not che that yaue pꝛynces the fall, 

But byctous liuyng playnly to endyte: 
Though God aboue full oft them reſpyte, 
Longe abideth and dothe his grace lende, 


The Pꝛologue of 


Ttaf.xxi vu 
To this entent they choulde their life amende. 


Foz their welfare and their abidyng longe, 
Who aduertiſeth, dependeth not on chaunce: 
Good life # vertue maketh the to be ſtronge, 
And them aſſureth in long perſeueraunce, 
Uertue on foztune maketh a defiaunce, 
That foztune hath no domination, 

Wher noble pꝛinces be gouerned by reaſon, 


But ſnche as liſt not cozrected be, 

By example of other foz vycious gouernaũce: 
And fro their vyces liſt not foz to fiye, 

If they be troubled in their hygh puilſaunce, 
They arette it to foztunes variaunce, 
Touchyng the gyltes that they did vle 
Their demerites full fallly excuſe, 


Vertue conſerueth pꝛynces in their gloꝛp, 
And confirmeth their dominations: 

And vytes put their pꝛynce dut ot memoꝛp, 
Foz their treſpaces and thetr tranſgreſſions 
And in all ſuche ſodayne mutacions 

They can no refute noz no better ſuccoure, 
But agayne foztuneto make their tlamour, 


Wake an ont erye ofher doubleneſſe, 

As no gylt were in their owne dede: 

Thus vntruty they tall her a goddeſſe, 
Which litle 02 tought may helpe at ſuch a nede 
But if they had god in loue and dzede, .. 
Truſted his tozd(hyp,in hart, will, a thought 
They ould foztune playnly ſet at ndught. 


Euidence full expert and palpable, 

To foꝛe rehearſed tolde of diuers ages: 
Woꝛldiy glozy is vayne and full vnſtable, 
With difreytes double of their vplages, 
Shewyng to pꝛyntes firme of their cozages, 
By theſe enſamples howe a in what wyle, 
By others kallyng they hal the ſelfe chaſtiſe. 


Sygnes chewed and tokens in heauen, 
Diuers cometys,and conſtellations, 
D2eadfull thunder fearfull firy leauen, 
Rumours in earth, and great diſcencions, 
Diſobeyſaunce in ſundꝛy regyons, 

Shewen cramples(full wel affirme J dare) 
To mighty pzinces the biddyng to beware 


(Their life to amend oz the loꝛde do (mite, 
Thzough negligence oꝛ it be to late. 

And oz 5ᷣ (werd of vengeaunce kerue oz byte 
Into bertues their bycious life — * 
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the tranſlatoure. 


Cherichyng right agaynſt all wong debate, 
With dꝛeade of God make them ſelte ſtronge, 
Than in no doubt they hall endurelonge, 


Who is not ware by others chaſtiſyng, 
Other by him qhal thaſtiſed e: 

Harde is the hart whiche foz no wzityng, 
Foz no doctrine,noz none aucthozitte, 

Foꝛ none examples, will from his vyces flye, 
To indurat is his krowarde entent, 

Whiche will not luffer his hardnes to relent. 


The rounde dꝛoppes ok the ſmothe rayne, 
Whiche that dilcende and fall from aloft, 
On ſtones harde cat the eye it is leyne⸗ 
Perceth their hardnes, with their fallyng oft 
All be in touchyng water is but ſoft, 

The per ſyng cauſed by fozce noz puiſſaunce, 
But of fallyng by long continuaunce, 


Semblably ofryght J dare rehearſe, 

Olt readyng in bokes fructuous, 

The hartes Gould of pzudentjpzinces perce, 
Soke in their mind # make them vertuous, 
To eſchue all thyng that is vycious. 

Foz what auaileth the examples þ they rede, 
To their readyng if contrary be the dede:x 


Cunnyng and dede who can compzehende, 
Jnclere conceites they ben thinges twayne, 
And ifcunnyng do the dede amende, 

Than atwene thẽ is made a mighty chapne, 
A noble thing and right ſouerayne. 

Fo: than ot cunnyng the labour is well ſpent 
Whan dede foloweth,# bothe ben of aſſent, 


Thus John Bochas pꝛotedyng in his boke 
White, in number is called the feronde: a 


Gan foz to wꝛite and his purpoſe toke, 
To let in ſtoꝛies ſuch as he founde, 
Ob entent all vyces to confounde 
Byeramples whiche he did expꝛeſſe. 
Ind at the begynnyng of his buſines 


Myghty Saule to him dtd appeare, . 

Kyng of Jlſraell piteouſiy wepyng. 

Deadly of face and with an hydous cheare, 
His voyce ybꝛoke by manitolde ſobbyng: 
And to mine aucthour his ſoꝛow coplaynyng, 
Requiryng hym together whan they met, 
Firſt in his boke his wofull fate to ſet, 


Anone after J of entencion, 

With penne in hande faſt gan me ſpede 

As J coulde in my tranſlation, 

In this labour further to pꝛocede: 

My loꝛde came fozth by a gan to take hede 
This mighty pꝛince right manly & right wiſe 
Gaue me charge in his pꝛudent auple, 


That J Gould in euerp tragedy 

After the pꝛoceſſe made mencion: 

At the ende let a remedy, 

With a Lenuoy, conueyed by reaſon: 
And after that with humble affection 
To noble p2ynces lowly it dyzect, 

By others fallyng them ſelues to cozrect, 


And J obeyed his biddyng and pleaſaunte, 
Under (uppozt of his magnificence, 
Is J conlde,J gan my penne aduaunce, 
All be J was barrapne ofeloquence, 
Folowing mine auctoz inſubſtafice # ſctence. 
Foz it ſuffiſeth playnly vnto me 
So that my loꝛd , take in gre. 

9 


of John Bochas. 


aule kyng of Iſrael 


C Hovve H 


Teat᷑.xxxit. 


bozne of lowe degree as longe as he dꝛadde God and was obediente to 


him and ruled by good connſatle,made many diſconſitures:but at 
the laſt foz his pꝛyde, pꝛelumption, and great diſobedience, heloſt his 
crovne, and was flapne by Philiſtines. 


C The firſte Chapter. 


His ſayde Saule of whom TJ ſpake 
=< tofozne, 


Thzoughnone fp2iſes,but ſoze did him dꝛede: 
Made many great diſconfiture 


Full well compacte , and large of Thzoughhis kozce,snyghthode, and mihead 


hies ſtature, 
Ok the lyne of Beniampn eke bozne, 
His father Cis was called in ſcripture: 
Whole aſſes whilom left their paſture, 
Space ofthze dayes Saule had the ſought, 
Loſt his labour, and founde them nought. 


Foꝛ they were gone out ſo farre on trap, 
So dilceuered, he ne coude them mete: 
Tyll that a childe him ſuyng all the wap, 
paue him counſaile his labour foz to lete, 
And that he chould go to the Pꝛophete, 
Whiche was full famous holde in Jſraell, 
Of whom the name was called Samuel. 


Whiche made Saule in his houſe to dyne, 
Receiuedhim of great affection: 

And by pꝛecept and oꝛdinaunce deuyne, 
Samuell made no pꝛolongation, 

But ſhed the holy ſacred vnction, 

Upon the head of Saule dovne knelyng, 
And full denoutly of Jſraell made him kyng 


Of Gods people to haue gonernaunce, 

With fceptre & crowne and whole the regaly, 
Ind his nobleſſe moze myghty to aduaunce, 
With mekenes to rule his monarchy, | 
God gaue to him a ſpirite of pꝛophecy, 
Whiche was great glozy to his magnificence 
Of future thinges to haue pꝛeſcience. 


Ind while Þ he was meke # humble in dede, 
Uoyde of pzyde,and falle preſumption, | 
And pꝛudent counſayle with him did lede, 
Yym to gouerne by good diſcretion, - 

Ye founde qutete r his region: 

No fozayne emmy durſt him to-werrey, 
While he the loꝛde mekely did obey, 


Noenemy myght apen him recure, 


On Philiſtynes, and daunted eke in dede 
Two mighty kynges, the one ol Ammonites, 
And another that gouerned the Moabites. 


He was founde ſtronge and eke bictozious, 
The Paleſtines bꝛingyng to miſchaunce, 
Igaynſt pdumeans ſo mighty and famous, 
Though his myghty pꝛudent gouernaunce, 
That he their pꝛide bzought to miſchaunce, 
Dutrayed them of wildome and manheade, 
Pꝛimo regum as pe map playnly reade, 


He was the ſonne called ok one pere, 

In Iſraell whan his raygne began: 
Stable of hart, and benygne of chere, 
Frowarde no2 ſturdy to no maner man, 

Ill that whyle loue of the people he wan, 
The tyme J mene while he was iuſt # table 
Ind in his wozkes not founde variable, 


But whã that pꝛide gan his hart enhaũce 
Wilfulnes and falſe melancoly 

Outraped reaſon, to haue the gouernaunce 
Olk his olde famous policy: 

And had fozgotten in his fantaſy 

To know the loꝛde a mekely ſue his la we, 
God from his crowne his grace gan wdzawe 


The vnkynde woꝛme ol fozyetfulnes, 
In his hart had myned though the wall: 
Whan to God foz his kyndenes, 
e gaue no laude no2 no thanke at all, 
- hiche had him rayſed ous _ — F 
rom poꝛe degtre, among vnne alone, 
Ok linguter fauoar to let him in his trone, 


What thig in hart may bemoze froward thou 
Than is ſodayne falſe pꝛeſumption, (ght 
Ok a wꝛetche that came vp of nought, 
To peue him tozdyp and domination: 0 
n 


Ind fo2 to make a playne compariſon, 
Men Gould of reaſon dzeade a lyon laſſe, 
Than the rudeneg of a ctovoned aſle, 


What thing to god is moze abhominable, 
Than pꝛyde vpꝛayled out of pouertee⸗ 


And nothing gladly is fotid moze vengeable, 


Than are wzetches ſet in high degre: 

Fo: from his ſtocke kynd may not flye, 
Eche thing reſozteth howe farce euer it go, 
To the nature whiche that it came kro. 


Frute and apples take their tarrage 
Where they firſt grewe, ok the lame tre, 
And ſemblably eche kynred and lynage, 
Ones a pere it will none other be, 

By token x ſigne at the eye as men may le, 
Dꝛaweth communely in euery creature, 
Sume tetche to folow after his nature, 


I waite not this in rebuke of pouert, 

But koꝛ ſuche onely as that it deſerue> 

God ofhis might as men be well expert, 
Map them in vertue encreaſe andconlerue, 
From all miſchefe a pozeman pꝛelerue, 
Rayſehem on heygh to dominacions, 
Th2ough high nobleſſe of their condicions. 


By influence God may his grace chede, 
Where he findeth cauſe: onely by mekenes 
A poze man to raile him vp in dede, 

Unto the eſtate of vertuous nobles, 

Foꝛ out of vertue cometh all gentlenes. 
In poꝛe and ryche make none exception, 
But them comende like their condicion. 


A poꝛe man whiche that is vertuous, 

And dꝛeadeth god in his pouertte, 

Eche thing eſchuyng that is vycious, 

And to his power doth trouth and equitie, 
J dare right well lay what euer that he be, 
Puttyng no rebuke vnto his kinrede, 

But call him gentle verilp in dede, 


But kyng Saule was contrarious, 
Diſobeylaunte founde in his wozkyng: 
Whan God made him to be vyctozious 

On Amalech, where gag was kyng, 
Him commaunded to ſpate no maner thing, 
Man noꝛ woman beaſt noz childe ſuccoure, 
But þ his (wozde ould all thing deuoure. 


But Saule wꝛought all in other wie, 
Eche thing releruyng þ was fayze to ſyght, 


The ſeconde boke 


And of entent to matze a ſacrifice, 

After his vyctoꝛy he chope him anone ryght: 
Fatteſt beaſtes he chaſe # hath them dight, 
Toward the fyze to make his offryng, 

And fro death he ſpared gag the kyng, 


He was repzoued afterward of Samuell, 
To gods biddyng foz he was contrayze, 
As abiect to rapgne in Jſraell, 

That all good hope in hym gan diſpayze, 
Dis grace,his myght, gan pale and appayze, 
His pꝛophecy after hath hym fapled, 

Ind wyth a fiende he was alſo traueiled. 


Thus fro her whele foztune caſt him downe, 
Aualed him from his ropall ſe: 
Ind God alſo toke away the crowne, 


Both from hun and his poſteritie, 


And ſet vp Dauid foz his humilitie. 
Lo how the loꝛde his domes can deuide,' 
To enhaunce mekenes and to abate pꝛide. 


Saule endured in his frenſy, 

A wicked lpꝛite ſo ſoze him did aſſayle, 
Unto Dauid euer he had enuy, 

That he was hardy toenterin battayle, 
With a ſtaffe ſlynge, voyde of plate and maple 
Slough Golyas without feate oz dꝛeade, 
Pulled out his werde and [mot of his heade. 


At their repayzpng home out of the kelde, 
YOhan Dauid had layne this Golp, 
Ponge maydens whan they behelde, 

The great vyctoꝛy, they in their armony, 
In laude of Dauid thus gan ſynge and cry: 
Saule hath ſlapne a thoulãd with his might 
Dauid ten thouſand, that luſty pong knyght, 


Saule dildapned and ſayd frowardly, 
(They graunted haue a thouſand tomp name 
And to the ſonne here of Iſai, 

Paue ten thouſand to encreaſe his fame, 
Whiche is to me a rebuke and a ame, 
Wherupon this Saule frete with pꝛe, 
Of ponge Dauid gan the death conſppꝛe. 


In hys hart he had afantaſy, 

Ok their ſyngyng whan that he toke hede, 
Dempt it was a maner pꝛopheſp, 

That Dauid pzeferred ould be in dede, 
Ind to the crowne after him luccede: 
Thought his childer as he gan diupne, 
Should be depꝛiued ofthe kopall lyne. 2 
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Thus day by day Saule wayes ſought, 
To flea Dauid playnly if ye myght:. 

All be it ſo that he no malyce thought; 

But euer kept him lowly in his ſyght. 
(Therfoze good euer a grace on him alyght, 
Foꝛ aye the lozde of his magnikicence, 
Agayne tyzantes pzelerueth innocentes. 


And as the bible playnely dothe bs lere, 
This Dauid had in his tender age, 

Fo his nobles thekynges daughters dere, 
Called Mychol toyned by mariage: 

And whan that Saule fyll in any rage, 
Dauid anone to alwage his wodenes, 
{Touched his harp # bzought him in gladnes 


Saule full oft gan Dauid to enchaſe, 

And warrey thzoughout all his londes: 
Thꝛough delertes him purſue a manace, 

Ok entent to haue het hym bp tn bondes, 
Oz to ſlea him if he come in his hondes, 

But finally god thzough his ozdinaunce, 
P2eſerued his knyght fro al maner milchãce 


Saule full oft was bꝛought to miſchefe, 
pet aye from death Dauid did him laue: 
And hereof this was a lpectall pzefe, 
Whan Daudd cut his garment in the caue, 
And mo tokens if pe liſt to haue, 

An other time Dauid alſo kept, 

The lite of Saule whan he lay and ſlept, 


The caſe was this, as they were hoſteyng, 
Not karre a (under Saule lap on ſlepe, 
All his people about him leapyng, 

And vnpurueyed lyke a flocke ok chepe: 

Ok whiche thyng Dauid toke good kepe, 
Downe deſcended, and made no delay, 
Came to the tent where kyng Saule lap. 


The ſpere of Saule ſtandynge at his heed, 
Dauid toke it, and went his was anone: 
Ok his cõmyng there was no man toke hede, 
Foz Saule ſlept and his men echone, 


And whan that he bp to the hyll was gone, 


Toward Saule agayne he caſt his loke, 
Made a nopſe that all his knyghtes woke, 


Fy2lſt to Abner pꝛynte ok his chyualry, 
Dauid layd theſe woꝛdes in ſentenee: 
Abner( quod he) thou haſt done great folp, 


This day chewed a great negligence, 


To luffer of Saule them 
In peryll ſtande, and none hede take, 
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About his perſon to make his knights wake, 


Thou art to blame foz thy retcheleſne de. 

To leaue the king ſtande in ſo great a dꝛede, 
In ſlepe to haue moꝛe ſauour and lweteneſle, 
Than ok his lyke to take hede. : 
Such negligence requireth foꝛ his mede, 
Death and turment by rightfull iudgement, 
About a pzynce whan folke be negligent. 


Ind thou lyſt to ſe aneuidence;, 

How that hys Iyfe ſtode in teopardy: 

Se here his ſpere # yeue thereto credence 
How vnpꝛouided ye were on your party, 
Saule noz thou ye may it not denpe 

Pour life, pour deth,your power, your pttiſſice 
This day god put whole in my gouernaunce. 


But me to acquite of pure innocence, 

Is euery man ould vnto his kyng; 

And to declare in me was none offence, 
Agaynlt his nobles in will noz in wozkyng, 
As God wot that knoweth enery thyng, 
That J neuer by no conſpiracy, 

Wꝛought noz compalled agaynehis regaly, 


12 here example of perfite pacience, 

Igayne malyce to ſhewe kyndenes: 

Where Saule chewed his moztall vrolence 
Dauid acquite hym w ſuffraunce # goodnes, 
The ty2at vainquiſhed bi his pzudet mekenes 
Men agayne trouth may well a warre gyn, 
But at thende the palme he doth aye wynne. 


Foz of this ſtozy if that pe take hede, 

Saule is fall foz hys frowardnes, 

Into micchefe,and into ſodayne dꝛede, 

Foz Philiſtynes the byble beareth witnes, 
With a great power gan thiderwards dꝛeſſe, 
Upon kyng Saule auenged foz to be, 

Their tentes pight beſyde Gelboe. 


LOherof kyng Saule aſtonied in his hert, 
Had loſt his ſpꝛyte ot knyghtly hardines: 
And ſpecially whan he dyd aduert, 
Pꝛophete was none his harmes to redzeſſe, 
Df future thinges trouth to expꝛeſſe 

In Iſraell, whiche caſt hym in great dꝛede, 
Becaule that tyme Samuel was deed, 


Foꝛ Saule had caſt out all diuynes, 

From Jſraell,and eche diuinereſſe: 

NotwithCandyng the paleſtynes 
Yet, Were 


Were rifle agayne his power to oppzelle; 
And he ne knewe no maner ſoꝛcereſſe, 
Of whom he might any counſaple take, 
And he of god that time was kozſake. 


In this wile he ſtode diſconſolate, 

Coũſaple of God noz pꝛophete knewe he none 
But as aman moſt tnfoztunate, 
Ungractoully he ſped him fozth anone, 

And ſecretelye this Saule is fozth gone, 
To a woman that ould him rede and ville, 
Jn Jſraell called a phytoneſſe, 


Whiche is a name as clarkes waiten all, 
And office who that taketh hede, 

Soules of men agayne to clepe and call, 
mene ſuche that tokoze were deade, 
hiche is a thing ſtraunge foz to teade, 
That women Gould, who lo liſt to lere, 
Make ſoules ot dead men to appere. 


Unkouth and ſtraunge is their opinion, 
Ind to my witte a maner impoſſible: 
Not accoꝛdyng me ſemeth to realon, 
Noz like a thing whiche that is credible, 
That a ſoule ok nature inniſible, 

M yght appeare oꝛ chewe viſibly, 

Unto the eyen which that ben bodely, 


But oꝛ that I any further fly, 

Left J were holde to pꝛelumptuous, 
To diuines this matter J commit, 
Ind wile clarkes that ben vertuous, 
In their wittes (ubtyll and curious, 
To conclude as it dothe them teme, 
In this matter a trouth fox to deme. 


Whether it was the ſoule of Samuell 
N2 other ſpirite that che did call, 

Whiche that tolde the kyng of Jſraell, 
Ok the battayle that oulde after fall, 
His aduenture and his miſchefes all: 
And ok his death he toldealſo in dede, 
Ind how Dauid Gould after him luccede. 


Becauſe onely ofhis diſobeyſaunce, 

As it is wzitten,and foz his retchlelnes, 

On Amalech foz he toke not bengeaunce, 
Thus the ſpirite bare to him wytnes. 
'Wherof Saule fylt in great heaumes, 
Knowing no mene to eſcape out of this dout, 
But take his foztune as it cometh about. 


Tolde him allo his enemies were lo w2othe, 
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The Philiſtines be{ide Gelboe, 

In that battayle he and his childzen bothe, 
Shoulde dye that daye of neceſſirie: 

Dis chyualry Gall diſcomtited be, 

Ok his raygue there is nolenger date, 

Foz god from him his kingdom wil tranſlate 


And thus Saule returned is agayne, 
His meyny after bzought to diſconfiture, 
And whan he lawe ail hys people layne, 
And how there was no meane to recute: 
In that deadly wofall aduentute, 


He bad his ſquier take his werde as blyue, 


And thꝛough the hart that he hold him ryue. 


That his enemtes which were vncircumciſed 
Should haue no power, in ſtozy it is ſounde, 
To haue vpon him as they haue deuiled, 

To peue hym hys laſt fatall wounde, 

His high nobleſſe at miſchefe to confounde, 
But his (quyze foꝛ feare of god and dzede, 
Woulde not aſſent to do ſo foule a dede, 


To flea his loꝛde he greatly was aferde, 

A thing hatecfull in every mannes ſyght. 
But Saule toke the pomell of his [werde, 
And in the grounde full depe anone it pyght, 
And in all haſte poſſible that he myght, 
Made the poynt in his furious payne, 

To perte his hart and part it euen in twapne. 


The Philiſtynes anone as he was dead, 
Spoyled yym ok his royall armure:, 
Dilmembzedhim,and (mote of his heade, 
And in token of their diſconfiture, 

Toke the (poyles wyth all their buſy cure, 
Andtherofmadein all their beſt entent, 
To Aſtaroth of pꝛyde a great pꝛelent. 


Thus was Saule ſlapne in ſentence, 
Ok —— vpon Gelboe, 

Foꝛlake ot God foz inobedience, 

Abiect alſo from his ropall ſee: 
Ind thus foz lackynge ofhumilitye, 
Ok god he was foz euer ſet aſyde, 

Lo here the ende of furquedy and pzyde. 


CLenuoy, 


J Aue mind of Saule which to eſtate ryal 
Fro low degre was called fo: mekenesg, 
But pꝛeſũption made hym haue a fall, 
Ok Godabiert foz his frowardnes, 
Loſt his crovone the bible beareth * 8 
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And cauſe was fo2 his diſobeyſaunce, 
To gods biddyng he yaue none attendaunce. 


God not aſketh no moꝛe of man at all 

But whole hart without doublenes, 

Foz all the gyftes whiche in eſpeciall, 

He yaueto man of his goodnes: 

But he chaſtiſeth all vnkindnes, 

Suche as ben rebell foz to do pleaſaunce, 
Ind to his biddyng peue none attendaunce, 


Noble pꝛynces bertue moſt pꝛyncipall 

Pou to conſerue in pour high nobleſſe, 

Js to impꝛynt in your memoꝛiall, 
Fapth, and equitie, all wzonges to redzelle: 
To ſuſtayne trouth and ryghtwylneſſe, 

And tofoꝛe God holde euenly the balaunce, 
Ind to his biddyng peue al your attendaũce. 


¶ Xcommendation of Obe⸗ 
dience. 


RJ Ertue of vertues moſt of excellence, 
Which p haue moſt ſouerain ſuffiſadice, 
Js the vertucoftrue obedience, 
Whiche let all thyng in ryghtfull gouernatice, 
Fo2 ne were not this pꝛudent ozdinaunce, 
Some to obey and aboue togye, 
Deſtroyed were all woꝛldly policy, 


Where that vertue and hygh diſcrecion 
Fuoyded haue from them all wylkulnes, 

By titles onelp of dominacion 
Truelylenyng vpon rightwilnes, 

Wꝛong and errours iuſtly to redzeſſe, 

Ol trouth J may right well affirme and lap, 
The people mekely their biddyng chold obey, 


This noble vertueof faythfull obeyſaunce, 
Eſtabliſhed bpon humilitie, 

Whiche includethno double variaunce, 

In all regions and in eche countrey, 
Cauleth welfare, iope, and pꝛolperitie: 

Ind as vertue chefe and ſouerayne, 

All vycious ryote it playnly doth reſttapne, 


Obedience eke as men may ſe 
Fallenes exileth and all rebellion, 
Foz by temperaunce,ryght,andequitye, 
Stant the welfare ofeuerp region, 
Foz the mekenesg and lowe ſubiection, 
Of comonties, holde vp the regalies, 
Ok loꝛdchyppes and of all monarchpes. 
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And no doubt whan lozyps ofentent, 
Buly ben the ſouerapne lozde to queme, 

To their ſubiectes do right iudgement, 

Ju conſcience as ryght and reaſon deme, 
Than ſhall their crowne and dyademe, 
Upon their heade perſeuer and frechly chyne, 
Ind make ſublectes to theit biddyng encline. 


Thus obeyſaunce playnly at a wozde, 

In ſuch as haue lozdhyp and ſouerayntie, 
Done ok entent to their louerayne loꝛde, 
Shall cauſe them raygne in long pꝛolperitie, 
Ind their lubiectes of humilitie, 

Foz their noble famous goucrnaunce, 

Aye to be ready vnder their obeyſannce, 


Foz who 5 ſerueth the loꝛde of loꝛdes all, 
And hath the people in his ſubiection, 

God wyll kepe him that he Call not fall, 
Longe pꝛeſeruehis domination, 

But agaynwarde whan wildome and reaſon 
Ben ouermaſtred with ſenſualitie, 

Farewell the floures of their felicitpe. 


Obedience blunteth the charpenes, 

Ok cruell (wozdes in tyzantes handeg, 

And mekenes appealeth the felnes, 

Ofhaſty vegeaunce, bꝛeketh on two ß bods: 
Eke patience ſet quiete in londes, 

And where thele thze contune in comonties, 
Longe peace perſeuereth i kyngdoms a cities 


Obedience dothe alſo reſtrayne, 
Conſppꝛations and falſe colluſions, 

Whan che ſtant vnparted, not atwayne, 
There is no dꝛeade of no diſcencions: 

Fo: che combineth the true opinions, 

In the harts ot people, ful wel afoze pꝛouided 
Under pꝛyntes to ſtand whole vndeuided, 


Where pꝛinces be meke, hüble, and debonayꝛe 
Toward God of whole affection, 

(Thepz ſubiectes be gladly not contrayze, 

In their ſeruice,by no rebellion: 

Foz there is founde no deuiſion, | 
But head a membzes eche foz his partye, 

Be ſo gouerned by pzudent policy, 


Contratiouſly Saule was put downe, 

Abiect of God foz his obſtinacy, | 

Put from his ſcepter, his crowne, his region, 

Ok Jſraell loſt all the monarchy, 

27 lyſt not make his alye, 

Ok frowardnes and wylkull negligence, 
H. ii. This 
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This noble bertue called obedience, 


Foꝛ as it longeth in kingdomes and citpes, 
Under a keye of true beneuolencte 
Pꝛinces and kynges to gouerne their lees: 
So appertepneth due reuerence 

To their lubiectes, by obedience 

To obey their loꝛdes as they be ok degre 

By title ok right in euery comontee. 


Fo: obeplaunte ik it be diſcerned, 

(Dith Argus eyen, who that taketh hede) 
Is ryght requpꝛeth is not well gouerned 
Whan the membꝛes pꝛelume agayn the head? 
Of gouernauncethere is no perkite (pede, 
From vnitie they goa froward wey, 

Whaa ſubiectes their pꝛinces diſobep, 


The. ii. Chapter. 


i Hob kyng Roboam koꝛ geuyng fayeth to 
ponge counſaple,loſt the beneuolence 
of his people, and died 
a icole, 


Nto Bochas in oꝛder next there came 
Dith full great dole and lamentacion, 
The pong? kyng called Roboaàm, 
Sonne and next heyze to Salomon, 
Entryng by title oftuſt ſucceſſion: | 
Belought mine aucthour to make of his foly, 
And of his fallyng a piteous tragedy, 


Firſt whan he entred into his region, 
Twelue tribes gouernyng in dede, 
Rulcd him ſelf? by will and no reaſon, 
Kept his ſubicctes plainly as J rede, 

Not vnder lone, but vnder froward dzede: 
Ok olde wiſecto his great diſauaile) 

He delpiled the doctrine and counſayle, 


He demeanedcas it was well couth) 

His ſcepter. his crowne and his regaly, 
By luch folke as floured in theit youth, 
Could of cuſtome their wittes well apply 
To blynde him falſely with their flatterp: 
Whiche is a ſtepmother called in ſubſtaunce, 
To all vertue and all good gouernaunce. 


Alas, it is great dole and great pitie 

That flattery ſhould haue ſo great fauour: 
Whych blindeth pꝛinces that they may not ſe, 
Miſteth the eyen of euery gonernour, 

That they can not knowe their owe errour, 


Falſe hony ched aye on their ſentence, 
I fole is he that yeueth to them credence, 


They map be called the deuyls tabourers, 
With frowarde ſownes cares to fulfyil; 
Oz of Sirenes the perillous botelers, 
Whiche gall and hony downe diſtyll. 
Whole dꝛinkes ben bothe amerous and pll, 
Ind as clarkes well deuile cunne, 

Woꝛſe than the dꝛynkes of Sirenes tunne. 


Eares of pꝛynces full well they can enoynt 
With the ſott oyle of adulation, 

Ind their termes moſt lubtylly appoynt, 
Eche thing concludyng with kalle deception: 
Ipe blandichyng with ameroug poyſon, 
And finally as the Poete ſayth, 

Their faith of cuſtome concludeth w vnfayth, 


Flouryng in woꝛds though there be no frute, 
Double ot hart, pleaſaunt oflangage, 

Ok true meanyng voyde and deſtitute, 

In muſtring out ward pꝛetẽd a fapꝛe vyſage: 
Who truſteth them findeth (mal aduaũtage 
By apparaunte and glozious tteſhe ſhewyng 
Pꝛinces deceauing and many a wozthy kyng 


Roboam can beare full well witnes, 

From him auoydyng folkes that were true, 
How he was hindzed by flattery and falſenes 
By them that coulde fozge out tales newe: 
Whole counſaile after ſoꝛe did hun rue, 

And with their fayned falſe ſuggeſtton, 
Greatly abuidged his domination. 


He dempt him ſelke of moꝛe aucthozitpe, 
Ol kolly, youth, and ol pꝛelumption, 
Than was his father in great ropaltie, 
And this pompous falle opinion 

Came into his concept by adulation: 

Foz flatterers bare to him witnes, 

How he excelled his fathers hygh nobles, 


He did great rigour and oppꝛeſſion 

Upon his people as it was wel pꝛeued: 

Ind to finde (ome mitigation, 

They in matters which 5 haue them gr2ucd, 
Ok their tributes foꝛ to be releued, 
Belought he would releſe thẽ in their nede, 
But all foz nought he toke therof no hede. 


All oldecounſayle from him he let alid e, 
Andrefuſed their doctrine and their loꝛe: 
And by falſe counſayle of folkeg full wa 
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His poꝛe lieges he opp2eſſed ſoze, 
And ten kynredes anone without moze, 
Foz tyꝛanny and milgouernaunce, 


From him withdzough the trouth ae lygeatice 


Thus of the kyng conceiued the rygour, 
The people anone of indignacion 
Stoned Adozam, whiche was collectour 
Ol the tributes in all his region, 

From him departyng by rebellion: 
Wherof aſtonied, to auengehis vnryght, 
Into Jeruſalem toke anone his flyght. 


And whan they were parted from Roboam, 
The ten kynredes by diuiſton, 

Chaſe them a kyng called Jeroboam: 

And Roboam within hts royall toun, 

To be auenged of their rebellion, 

And koꝛ to do on them cruell tuſtice, 

In hundzed thoulande he made anone to riſe, 


With Jeroboam he caſt him foz to mete, 
And all at ones ſet in teopardy: 

But Sameas the pꝛophete bade him lete, 
And fro the warre withdꝛawe his party. 
And moze the quarell foz to iuſtifpe, 

Ok his peoples frowarde departyng, 

It was gods wyll done foz a punichyng. 


Touchyng the lurplus ok his gouernaunce, 
Dis royall buyldyng of manp a fapꝛe city, 
His great ryche famous ſuffilaunce, 

Of wyne and oyle hauyng great plenty, 
And how his empy2e encrealed yeres the, 
Eke how that time he ryghtfull was in dede, 
In Joſephus his ſtoꝛy pe may rede. 


Ot his childꝛen boꝛne in ryghtlyne, 
Eyghtene wyues (as made is mencion) 
fynde he had, and many a concubyne: 
onnes and daughters by pꝛocreation, 
And how his riches and great poſſeſſion, 
That tyme encrealed as it is well knowe, 
To god aboue while that he bare him lowe. 


But as mine auctour maketh rehearſaile, 
In his encreaſe and augmentacion, ; 
Mekenes in hert in him gan waſte and faile, 
And pꝛyde entred with falſe pzeſumption, 
Vertue deſpilyng and all religion, 

After whole vyces as ſayth the ſame boke, 
Wicked examples of him the people toke. 


Alter the maners where they be good oz yl, 


of John Bochas 
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Uſed of pꝛyntes in diuers regions, 
The people is ready to ble and fulfill, 
Fully the traces of their condicions: 
Fo: loꝛdeg map in their ſubiections, 
So as them liſt who ſo can take hede, 
To vyce oz vertue their lubiectes lede 


Thus Roboam foꝛ his tranſgreſſions 
In Joſephus as it is deuiſed, 

And foz his frowarde falſe opinions, 
Onelp foz he all vertue hath deſpiſed, 
Ok God he was rightfully chaſtiſed, 

Jn Jeruſalem his chiefe royall towne, 
Ok his enempes beſieged enuyzoun, 


The kyng of Egypt a ſiege about himlayed, 
With ſo great people Þ ſocour was ther none; 
All be it ſo that Roboam abzayed, 

And pꝛayed to god to deliuer him fro his fone 
Toauoyde of mercy his enempes euerichone 
But god liſt not graunt his pzayere, 

But him chaſtiled like as pe chall here, 


Fyꝛſt his citye and his ropall towne 
Deliuered was. he knewe no better ſuccour, 
Under a fayned falle compoſicioun: 

Fo2 at their entryng voyde of all fauoure, 
Kepyng no couenaunt toke all the treaſoure 
Within the temple, hauyng no pitye, | 
But ladde it home to Egypt their country, 


And to rchearſe it is a great dole, | 
Dow RKoboamas Joſephus dothe declare, 
Was inly pꝛoude and therwithal a foole, 

Ind ok all wy\dome deſtitute and bare, 
Vnmerciable hys people foꝛ to ſpare, 
Hatyng good counſaple, and ſo in his regaly, 
Naͤygnyng a foole, and lo J let hym dye; 


CLenuoy, : 


P Diloſophers conclude and deuile, 

In theyꝛ bokes of good experience, 
That cotinſaylours,ſadde,crpert,and wyſe, 
True of their woꝛde, ſtable of their ſentence, 
Haſty noꝛ retchles fo2 no vpolence, 

Kepe and p2eſeruecthe trouth J dare attame) 
Nobleſſe of pzinces fro miſchefe and dyffame, 


aſty youth and rantour in contraryboyſe, 
yche haue to wyll all theyꝛ aduertence, 
Except them ſelues all other men deſpyfe 
Thaough their vnbꝛydeled furious inſolence, 
Nothyng aquainted w wiſdome no2 pzudece, 
H. iii. Bꝛyng 


The ſecond boke 


B2yng ayenward wherof they be to blame, 
Puttyng his nobles in milchefe and diffame, 


Lyng Roboam agaynſt ryght and iuſtice, 
To yonge foles yaue fayth and moſt credence 
Cruelly his ſubiectes to chaſtyce: 

Whiche put his people from his beneuolence, 
Thꝛew ten kynredes krom his obedience, 
Which was to him by recozd full great ame 
Puttyng his nobles in milchele aud diffame, 


Noble pzinces do wiſely aduertiſe 

In perſeueryng of your magnificence, 

Ok olde expert, not blent with couetiſe, 
Take your counſaple and do them reuerence, 
Eyed as Argus in their high pꝛouidence, 
Whiche conſerue by repoꝛt of good name, 
Nobleſſe of pzynces from miſchele @ diffame, 


C. The.iii. Chapter. 


i The office and retinue of a 
Kynge, 


J dat erthly thing is moze deteiuable 


W. 4 Thẽ of pꝛĩces the pope vaingloꝛy: 
3 woyich wene to ſtand in their eſtates 
cable, 

A's thei the wozld had conquered by byctozy, 
Ind ſodaynly be put out of memozy, 

The ir fame clouded, alas, and their nobles 


With a darke chadowe of fozyetfulnes, 


Wherofcometh the famous clere ſhinyng 

Ok emperous in their conliſtoꝛies: 

Oꝛ wherok cometh their laude in repoztynge, 
Saue that clarks haue wꝛitẽ their hiſtones, 
Oz where be now conqueſtes tranſitozies. 
Oz their triũphes where ſhould men the find 
Nad wꝛiters their pꝛowes put in mynd. 


Reken vp al, and firſt the wozthy nyne, 

In high nobles whiche had neuer peers, 
The marciall actes which clearly did chyne, 
Their fame vp bozne, aboue al the nine ſters 
With loude ſoundes of famous clarioners, 
Their gloztous palmes if thei be well payſed, 
Bylowelabours ofcomons was firſt raiſed 


Make alikenes of theſe great ymages, 

Curiouſly cozue out by entaple, 

—9 wer Leecy their freche byſages, 
thout fete oz legges map not auaple, 

To ſtand vpꝛyght, oz nedes they muſt fayle: 


And lemblablp, lubiettes in commontees, 
Napſe vp the nobles of pꝛinces in their ſees. 


Is head and membꝛes in ymages be of ſtone, 
Other on ſtocke by compaſſe vndeuided, 
Ind by pꝛopoꝛcion their fetures euerpchone, 
Set in true oꝛder as nature hath pꝛouided: 
So ß all errours thꝛough craft be circũcided 
The head higheſt by cuſtome as men knowe, 
The body amidde, the fete beneth lowe. 


Myghty painces foꝛ their high renoun, 

As moſt woꝛthychall occupy the heade, 

With wytte,memozy,and epen of reaſon, 

To kepe their membzes fro miſchefe & dzead, 
Like their degrees take of them good hede, 
With clere foꝛeſpght of a pꝛudent thought, 
(Their fete pꝛelerue that they erre nought. 


There muſt be hands and armes ok defence, 
Whiche all the ymage manly kepe and gye 
F:0om all aſſautes offozayne vyolence, 
Whiche halbe named nobleſt of chiualry; 
Their true office juſtly to magnify, 
Suſtaine the church. a make the lelfe ſtronge 
To le ̊ widowes a maydẽs haue no wzonge. 


P2udent iudges as it is ſkyll and ryght, 
To puniche wꝛonge a ſurfets to redzeſle 
In this ymage (hall occupy the lyght: 

Foz loue oz hate by dome ol rightwiſenes, 
Foz frende oz fo, his iudgementes dzeſſe, 
So egally the lawes to luſtepne, 
In their wozkes that none errour be leyne. 


Amidde this mage there is a body ſet, 

In aggregate of people and degrees, 

By perfite peace and vnity yknet, 

By the eſtates that gouerne commonties: 
As mapꝛes, pꝛouoſtes, and burgeis in cities, 
Marchauntes alſo whiche ſeke lundꝛy lãdes 
With other craftes which liue by their hãdes. 


And as a body whiche ſtant in health, 
Feleth no grefe of no froward humours, 

So euerp comonte continueth in great welth 
Whiche is demeaned we pꝛudent gouernours 
That can appeſe debates and errours, 

The people kepe from all controuerſp, | 
Caulyng the welfare to encreaſe c multiply, 


This body muſt haue a ſoule of lyfe, 
To quicke the mẽbꝛes with goſtlye motiong: 


Vhiche Chalbe made of folke . 
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(The church comitted to their poſſeſſions, 
Which by their holy conuerlacions, 

And good example Could as ſterres hne, 
By grace and vertue the people tenlumpne. 


Upon the lyght of their condicions, 

Of this body dependeth the welfare: 

Foz in their teaching and pꝛedicacions 
They Gould trouth to hygh # low declare. 
And in their office foz no dꝛede ne ſpare 
Uices co2recte lyke as they are holde, 
Syth they ben heerdes of Chꝛiſtes folde, 


Folowyng vpon, ok entent full clene 
Labourers as ye haue herde deupled, 

Shal this body beare vp and ſuſtene, 

As fete a legges whych may not be diſpiſed: 
Foz true labour is iuſtly auctoziſed, 

And ne were the plough vpholde by trauaile. 
Ok kings, a pzinces, fare wel all gouernaple. 


Thus fy2\t,if pzinces gouerned be by ryght, 
And knights ſuffre þ people to haue no w2og, 
And trouth in tudges chew out his lighte, 
And fozth in cities wloue he dꝛawe along, 
And holy church in vertue be made ſtronge, 
And in his labour þplough ne faple nought, 
(Than by pz0pozcis this ymage is wzought. 


(This matter hole foꝛ to exemplyfy, 
Kyng Roboam fo2 a falſe oppzeſſion, 
And foz his wilful frowarde tiranny, 
Loſt agreat party ofhys region: 
Wherfoze let pzinces conſidze of reaſon, 
God let the people foz lozdes auantage, 
Ind not to be oppzeſſed wyth leruage. 


Upon ſome pzinces Bochas doth complaine, 
Such as haue a cuſtome and manere 
Agapne their ſubiettes vngoodly to diſdaine, 
And ok pꝛide to hewe them frowarde chere, 
Counſayleth them to remembꝛe and lere, 
As this chapitre doth finally deuile, 

Fyzſt out of labour al loꝛchyp dyd aryſe, 


The. iii. Chapiter. 


Howe Mutius Dceuola ſloughe an 


innocent in ſtede of k Poz⸗ 
tenna, that lapdellege 
to Rome. 
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Leaf.xliti, 


IAgayne Romains a werre fyzſt began, 
The towne beſiegynge on cche party 

With great puyſſaunce bzought out of Tul⸗ 
In the titie there was a knightly mi, (kan, 
MuciusSceuola, which call in their diltres, 
To bzeke ß lege thozough his high pꝛowes. 


Let arme hym ſelfe clene in plate # maple, 
Foz comune p2ofite to auaunce his cozrage, 
Kynge Pozcenna pꝛoudlp to aſſaile: 

A tyme pꝛoupded to his auauntage, 
Thꝛough the liege to make hys paſſage, 
And finally at his in comynge, 

Jeoparte his perſon foz to ſlee the kynge, 


But lyke as telleth vs Tytus Liuius, 
LOher Pozcenna ſatte in his royal ſee , 
This ſenatoure. this manly Mucius 
Sawe a pꝛince of great auctozitee, 

The kyng reſemblynge, clad in one liueree: 
Atwene decernyng no maner variaunce, 
Slough that pzince of very ignozaunce. 


But whan he knewe that he dyd faile 
To ſlee Pꝛocenna enemy to the toun, 
And ſawe he had loſt al hys trauaple, 
He made a pitouſe lamentacion, 
Bytauſe he dyd execution 

Ot ignozaunce agapne his owne entent, 
To lpare a tirant, and ſlee an innocent. 


Foꝛ which he was with him ſelfe full wozth, 
That he was founde ſo negligent in dede: 
And with his hand vnto a fyze he goth, 
Made it bꝛenne b2yght as any glede, 

Both nerfe a bone and his flethe to chede, 
His hand cõluming on pieces, here # pondze, 
And from his arme made it parte a ſondze. 


And as the ſtoꝛpe declareth vnto bs, 

This manly man this noble ſenatour, 
Ifoze tyme was called Mucius, 

Which foz p comon pzofite did great labour: 
And foꝛ the bncouth haſty fell rigour, 
Done to hym ſelfe, the Romaines al 
Sceuola they dyd hym after call. 


As moch to ſay by langage of that lande, 
yo take a ryght the expolicion, 

As a man which is without an hande: 
Ind after hym by ſucceſſion, 

All his ofſpzynge bozne in the toun, 
nremembzaunce foz to encreſe his fame, 


H. iii BY 
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The ſeconde boke 


By this example and many other mo, 
Ik men liſt her coꝛrages to awake, 
They Goulde le what perill # what wo 
Foꝛ comon pꝛofit men haue vndertake: 
And whylom Bzutus foz Lucrecis lake 
Tarquin chaced foꝛ his tranſgreſſion, 
Ind kynges all out of Rome toun, 


Touching Lucrere example of witely trouth, 
How yong Tarquin her falſly did oppꝛeſſe, 
And after Þwhych was to great a routh, 
Howe ſhe her lelke ſlough koꝛ heuyneſſe, 
Jtnedeth not reherſe the pꝛocelle: 

Sith þ Chaucer chefe poete of Bꝛetaine, 
Wꝛote ok her lyfe a legende loueraine. 


Reherſynge there amonge other thynges 
Eche circumſtaunce and eche occaſion, 
Why Romains exiled tyzit their kynges, 
Neuer to reigne atter in their toun. 

Is olde cronicles make mencion: 
Remebzing alſo the vnkinde great outrage; 
By Eneas done to Dido of Cartage. 


Eke other ſtoꝛies whiche he wꝛote in his lyue 
Ful notably w euery tyꝛcũſtaunce: 

Ind their fates pitiouſly dyd diſcriue, 
Lyke as they fyll, put them in remembzauce, 
Wherfoꝛe if J chulde my penne auance, 
After his making to put them in meinozy, 
Men would deme it pꝛeſupcion c veine glozy, 


Foz as a ſterre in pꝛeſence ofthe ſunne, 
Leſyth his frechnes # hys clere lyght: 

So mp rudeneſſe vnder lkpes dunne, 
Dareth ful lowe and hath loſt his light, 

To be compared agayne 8 beames bꝛyght 
Ok this poete, wherefoze it were but vayne, 
Thinge layd by hym to wzyte it new againe. 


The. v. Chapiter. 


¶ Howe Lucrece oppꝛeſſed by Tar⸗ 
quin flough her ſelke. 


UT at Lucrece ſtynte J wyll a 
whyle, 
It were pytie her ſto2ye foꝛ to hide, 
SED — llouthe the penne of my rude 
e, | | 
But fo2 her ſakeal matters ſet a ſide; 
Allo my lozde bad J Gould abyde, 
By good auite at lapſer to tranſlate, 
The doleful pꝛoceſſe of her pitouſe fate. 


Folowynge the traces of Collucius, 
Which wꝛote of her a declamacion, -- 

Molt lametable, moſt doleful, æ moſt pitoug, 
Wher he dilcriueth the doloꝛoule treaſon, 

Of her conſtrained falſe oppꝛeſſion: 

Wꝛought c compaſſed by vnware byolence, 
The lyght vntroubled of her clere conlcience, 


Her father whilom called Spurius 

Her wozthy huſbande named Collatyn, 
Which by the luxurie # treaſon odious 

And viciouſe outrage ol Sextus pzoudeTar- 
Oppꝛeſſed was # bzought to her kyne; (quin, 
Whoſe deedly ſoꝛowe in engliche foꝛ to make, 
Ok pitouſe ruth my penne J fele quake, 


This laid Tarquin this yuel auiled knyght, 
This ſlaũdꝛed man molt hateful foz his dede, 
Came lyke a thefe alas vpon a nyght, 

With naked lwoꝛde whan no man tokehede, 
Upon Lucrece che quakyng in her d2ede, 

L yeng a bed ferre from her folkes al, 

And knewe no refuge, koꝛ helpe foꝛ to call. 


He manaſpng in his froward entent, 

On her beholdyng with a furtoule chere, 
That with his ſwoꝛde but the would aſſente, 
Her and a boy he would pꝛeint yfere, 

Such one as was molt vgly ofmanere 
Moſt vnlykely of perſone and of fame, 
Thus he her thꝛat foꝛ to ſlaunder her name. 


But his entent whan ſhe dyd fele, 

And ſawe no meane of her woful chaunce, 
The moꝛowe after che liſt nothynge concele, 
Told her huſbande holy the gouernaunce, 

Y ym requitynge foz to do vengeaunce 

Upon this cryme, ſayde lyke a true wyfe, 
She would her hert perce wyth knyke, 


In this matter this was her fantaſy, 
Better was to dye than to lyue in ame; 
Ind laſſe yl to put in ieopardy 

Her moztal body, than her good fame. 
Whan honoꝛ dieth fare wel a mines name. 
Better it were out of thys life dilceiuer, 
Than ſlandzous fame to ſley a man foz euer. 


But to that purpoſe her huſband ſayd nay, 
Her father alſo was thereto contrary : 
Makynge a pꝛomiſe without moze delay, 
To do vengeaunce howe they wyl not tary, 
Co her declaring with reaſons debonary, - 
Under theſe wozdes trouth & right 3 
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To llee her ſelfe he hath nothynge deſerued, 


Fo2 ſodainly and alſo vnauiled 

As a foole is trapped in the ſnare, 

By vnware fraude vpon the pꝛactiled, 
Thou were dilceiued plainly to declare: 
Hauyng thys conceyte, harde is to repapꝛe 
The name of the which fallly be diflamed, 
Whan w20g repozt p renome hath ſhamed, 


Touchyng thy perſon J dare affirme à (eyn, 
That it were a maner impoſſible, 

And lyke a thynge which neuer yet was ſeen, 
That thy woꝛchyp was found cozruptyble, 
But ſtedfaſt aye and indiuyſible, 
Unparted,vertuous, and made ſtrong, 

Ind nowe delirous to auenge thy w2onge, 


On thy intury we hal auenged be, 
Conlidꝛed firſt the deedly heuines, 

Which thou ſuffredeſt by great aduerſite, 
Whan ß auoutrour thy beauty dyd oppzes: 
Ind reioplyng by a falſe gladnes, 
Maugre thy wyll as a thete by nyght, 
The encombzed of very fozce myght. 


But if thou woldeſt lene all thy mourning, 
And reſtraine thy impoꝛtable wo, 

Soone chuldeſt ſe an egall punyſchyng 
Upon thy moſt frowarde moztal foe: 

To warne all other they Chal nomoze do ſo, 
In chaſtiſynge of falſe auoutry, 

The and thy renome of ryght to magnilp. 


What was diffaſyng to thy trewe entent, 
(Though his youth vnbzidled went at large? 
So foz to afozce a ſely innocent, 

Whole wyckednes oughte to bere the charge. 
And we ofryght thy conſcience dyſcharge 
(The ioye vnletull of his falſe pleſaunce, 
With double palme thine honoz doth auance, 


Conceiue and ſe, O thou myne Lucrece, 
Yow that reaſon and good diſcrecion, 
Shoulde thy trouble # thy mournynge cece 
Of ryght,reſtrayne thy opinion, 

So recheleſly to do punicion 

With knife in hande, to (lee thy lelfe, alag 
Foz others gylt and dyddeſt no treſpas, 


Let be Lucrece,let be all thy dole, 
Ceale thy complaynt t thy wo reſtrayne, 
Should J fro the lyue alone al ſole, 

Ind thy deth perpetually complapnee 


of John Bochas 
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To put thy father in impoꝛtable payne? 
Ok our welfare be not ſo techelelle. 
To dye and leaue our childꝛe motherleſſe. 


Ok pꝛudente eke thou oughteſt foꝛ to ſe 
And aduertyſe onely of reaſon, 

Though of koꝛce thy body cozrupt be, 

Thy loule inwarde and thyne entencion 
Fraunchyſed ben from al cozrupcion; 
Offenceis none, conſider inthyneentent, 
But wyll x hert peue therto ful conſent, 


Thou were naked in thy bed, lycnce 

Alone, vnware, ſlepynge # voide ot myght, 
Sulpectoulleſſe al of his compnge, 

That tyme namely becauſe} it was nyght: 
A fearefull woman, a he a manly bnyght, 
Al be it ſo vnknightly was his deve, (head, 
Wyth naked ſwerds to aſſayle thy woman⸗ 


He myght thy body by fozce wel oppꝛeſſe, 

By llex ght wales that he had (ought: 

But wele wote J fo2al his ſturdineſſe, 

He myght neuer haue maſtry of thy thought, 
The body yelded the hert yelded him nought, 
Pe were twaine, ß feble a he ryght ſtronge, 
Thy trouth affozced, he werker of the wzong, 


Where mighteſt haue greater pꝛice oꝛ laude 
All ryght conlidꝛed, trouth x cquite: 

Fy2ft coũterpeyſed his foꝛte x licigyty fraud, 
Than to parſeuer in feminite, 

With thought enhaunted & infragilitte 

Of womanheade, to haue an hert ſtable, 
What thige in the myght be moze comcdablez 


It is wel knowe Þ were ok herte aye one, 
To all falſe luſtes contrary in gouernaunce: 
More lyke an ymage kerued out of ſtone, 
Than Iyke a woman ſteſhely of pleſaunce 
The tirant foũde thee in chere a countenaũce. 
Whych euer after by womanly victozy, 
Shalbe alcriued to thine encreaſe of glozy, 


Thy father Bꝛutus hath the well ercuſcd, 
My elfe alſo, thy blood and thy zynrede: 
On this matter let no moꝛe be muſed, 

To lley thy ſelfe oꝛ do thy lides blede. 

Certes Lucrece thou haſt ful litell nede, 

It were great wzonge by all our tudgement; 
To ſpare a tirant and ſlee an innocent. 


Thy lyfe to murdꝛe to ſome it woulde ſeme 
Thou were gylty,where as thou art clene: 


2 


Diters wittes diuerſly wyl deme, 
Kepozt thyng thou ndne dyddeſt mene. 
Fo2 which thou alt paciently ſuſtene, 
Tyll thy chaſte wytely innocence 
May ſe hym puniſhed foz his violence, 


Folke wyl not deme a perſon innocent, 
Which wilfully whan he is not culpable, 
Peldeth him ſelfe to deth by iudgement, 

Ind neuer was aloe of no gylt partable: 
His own doome vpon hun lelfe vengeable, 
Cauſeth people. tho their repozte be noughte, 
Todeme a thinge Þ neuer was ywzought. 


To be auenged vpon thine owne life 

In exculynge of thy deedly kame, 

To ewe thou art a true wedded wpfe, 

wenyng by deth to get the a name, 

fa deuile thou art greatly to blame: 
Jher ß yet knoweſt thy honoz clerely Chyhe, 

To yeue the people matter to deupne. 


And with that woꝛde Lucrecedyd abzayde, 
Full deedly both of loke and chere, 

To them againe cuyn thus te lapde: 

Let be hulbande, let be my father dere, 

S peke no moꝛe to me of this matere, 

Leſt men dempt in hindꝛyng of my name, 
J d2ed death moze than falſe dyffame, 


Pour counlaple is J hal my lyfe conſerue, 
Co ſoꝛowe and (claunder,but no gladnes: 
But leſſe yl it is at an houre to ſterue, 
Than euer languich in loꝛowe a heuines. 
Deth maketh an ende of al wozldly diſtreg, 
Ind it was layde ſyth ful yoze ago, 

Better is to die than euer to liue in wo. 


Wuhan that woꝛchip in any creature 

Is ſlaine and deed by ſlatidzous repozt, 
Better is ofdeath the dzedful payne endure, 
Than by falle noyſe aye to liue in diſcõfoꝛt: 
Where newe a newe diffame hath his reſozt, 
Neuer dyeth but quickeneth by ß outrage, 
Ok hatekul tonges & venimous langage. 


Do pour deuer to halowe # make ſtable, 

The chaſt chambzes of wykely gouernaunce: 
Fo2 in this caſe if ye be variable, 

On falſe auoutry fox to do vengeaunce, 
There hal folow euerlaſtynge remembzaſice 
How true ſpouſaile as ye haue herde deuiſed 
Ju pour citie is bꝛoke & not chaſtiſed. 


The ſecond boke 


Sith leuer J haue with ſome edge tole 4 


If pe be foundein ſuch a caſe negligent 

To punich auoutry of right as pour charge: 
Thzough your llouth as ye were of aſſent, 
Luxurie vnbzidled Gail ren abzode at large. 
Who Gal than your conſcience diſcharge, 
Oz what woman ſtande in lickernes, 

Df Lucrece affozced the cleunese 


O dere huſbande what toy chulde it be 

To thine eſtate in any maner place, 

Lyke as thy wyfe to cheriche me 

On in thine armes me goodly to enbꝛacee 
The gilt hozrible conſidzed ⁊ treſpace, 

By Tarquyn don alas,and welaway, 
Which i my perlo may neuer be waſt away, 


And father mine how chuldeſt thou me cal 
After this day thyne owne doughter dere, 
Which alas refuſe of women al 

That to thy pleſaunce was whilom moſt en⸗ 
Within thy houſe whan J did lere, 
By clere example of manifolde doctrine, 
Il that pertained to vertuous diſcipline, 


Which J haue loſt now in my dayes olde, 
Dilpaired it torecure agayne. 

Myne owne childze J dare not the beholde, 
Bycaule the wombe in that they haue lapne, 
Diffouled is, and pollute in certaine: 

Whith was tofoꝛe in chaſtitie conſerued, 
Chaſtiie the auoutrer as he hath delerued. 


Ind foꝛ my part, to ſpeke in wo2des fewe, 
Lenger to liue J haue no fantaſie, 

Foz where ould J out my face chewe, 

Oz dare appere in any company, 

Sith a derke ſpot of falſe auoutry, 

Shal euermoze whether it be falſe oz true, 
In to mpne hindzing þ ſclaundze to renewee 


Luſt affozced hath a falſe appetite 

Ok krelte, included in nature: 

Maugre the wyll there foloweth a delite 
Is ſome folkes ſap, in euery creature, 
Good fame loſt ful hard is to recure. 
And ſith J may my harmes not redzeſſe, 
To vou in open my gilt J wil confeſſe, 


M be I was againe my wil oppꝛeſſed, 


There was a maner conſtrained luſt in dede, | 


Which foz no power might not be redꝛeſſed, 
Foz febleneſſe J ſtand in ſo great dzede, 
Fo2 which-offence deth halbe my mede: 


(tere, 
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To llee my lelfe, than lyue in ſlaũder a dole. 


O father myne ſpare and haue pitie, 

And dere hulbande rue on mpyne offence; 
Goddes a goddeſſes called of chaſtitie, 

To my treſpace graunt an indulgence; 

Fo: of my gylt to make a recompence, 
Where that Uenus gate in me a vaũtage, 
Deth hal redzeſſe # chaſt ile myne outrage, 


Fo if J Gould make a delay | 

To perle my bꝛeſt  arpnes of a knyfe, 
Men would deme and (ay fro day to day, 
To make my ſclaũder moze open a moꝛe rike, 
Howe that J was moze tendze of my life, 
Thi of my woꝛchip, which is to gret a ſhame, 
To loue my lite moze than my good name. 


In this matter no witnes is ſo good, 

To put awape all falſe ſuſpection, 

As with a knife to hed my hert bloud, 

J myght not make a better purgacion, 
To al folke that hauediſcrecion, 

Than finally by my deth to excuſe, 

The gylt hozible of whych men me accuſe, 


Go foꝛth my loule pure and immoꝛtal, 
Chefe wytnes of myne innocence, 
Tofoze tho iudges which ben infernal 


* Fyx2z4 Mpuos kyng to deme my conſtience, 
With Radamanthus to peue a ſentence 

* Lykemydeſertes that it might be lene, 
In wpfely trouth how that J was clene. 


Thou erthly body which thꝛough thy fairnes 


Were to auoutry ful great occaſion, 

Ok thy bloud Gede out the rednes, 

And by thy ſides let it raile doun: 
Stere and exite the people of this toun, 


To do their deuer within alitle whyle, 


Foz lone of Tarqupn al kynges to exile, 


And fyꝛſt J pꝛay my huſbande moſt entere, 


Of this vengeaunce to make no delay: 


Dith helpe and ſocour of my father dere, 


To punyche þ auoutrer in al haſte ve map. 
Let him take his wages and his pay 

Lyke as ye ſe, plainly nowe conceyue, 
Foz his offence the death J do recetue, 


And ſodapnly oz they myght aduerte 
She toke a knyfe,and with great biolence 
Though the bꝛeſt eupn to the hert 


She made it glyde,there was no reſiſtence: 
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Ful pale a deed fyl down in their pꝛeſence, 
And by occaſion of this piteous dede, 
Tarqupn exyled and holy his kynrede. 


Foz which cauſe by recoꝛde of wzityng, 
Was there nener in Rome the cite 
After that day no man crowned kyng, 
As in cronicles pe may beholde and le: 
Thus foꝛ luxurie, and their cruelte, 
Their tiranny,and falſe extozcion, 
(They were exiled out of Rome toun; 


The. vi. Chapter, 


Howe Rome was after gouerned, 
and en by her father 
yne. 


Duerned after by other officers 
As is remembzed in Titus Lining, 
MA — Decemuirt ok diuers croni⸗ 
+ clers: 


Ind ones it fyll as he caſt his loke 

Upon a maide molt inly fayze of light, 

A falſe deſire within his hert he toke 

Her to dyſuſe,agayne al ſkᷣyl and ryght: 
And che was doughter to a wozthy knyght, 
Ful manly founde in his dedes al, 

And Upꝛginius p Romains did him cal, 


Whoſe goodly doughter þ ſtoꝛy doth vs lere, 
Was after hym foz his noble fame, 
Virginia called moſt goodly and entere, 
And foz this cauſe the bare the ſame name. 
But Appius togreatly was to blame, 

Which hath conſpired thzoughhis great fall⸗ 
Jt he might, her beauty to oppzeſſe, (nes 


This Juge vntrue both in thought # dede, 
Ok law vnrightful,ſought cut occaſion, 
Made a ſergiaunt of his to pꝛocede | 
Agayne this mayde to take an accion, 
Claimed het his ſeruant by falſe colluſion: 
And this done was by Appius, of entent, 
Chat he on her might yeue a iudgement. 


Ind by this meane in his falſe delite, 

Thought he myght her beautte beſt dilule, 

So to accomplithe his flethly appetite, Sh 
e 


The ſeconde boke 


She beyng keble the action to refuſe: 
Wherupon her father gan to mule, 
Fully conceiued of Appius the maner, 
In her defence wzought as ve chal here, 


Whan Appius hadyenen his iudgement 
Againe this mayde which afoze him ſtode, 
Der manly father moſt knighty of entent 
Toke her apart as he thought it good, 

And voyth a knyfe hed her hert bloud: 
Dempt it better to flee her in clennes, 
(Than the tirant her beauty hould oppꝛeſſe. 


Thus hole conlerued was her virginite, 

And vndefouled was her maydenhede: 

Foz Uy2gynius to kepe her honeſte, 
Spared nothyng to make her ſides blede. 

But Appius foꝛ this hozrible dede, 

And Deremulri thzough his vnhappye chaũce 
Pad in that citye neuer after gouernaũce. 


Is the ſtoꝛy alſo maketh mencion, 
Appius aſhamed of this dede, 

Slough him lelfe fetred in pziſon, 

Ok a falſe iuge lo here the final mede. 
And tho Tribunt in Rome gan (uccede, 


Twene right and w2onge truely to diſcerne, 


And tomapne lawes iuſtly to gouerne, 


Men map here le as in a my2our clere, 
Eſtates chaunged foz their great offences: 
And by ſome pooꝛe perſon ſingulere 


Pꝛinces put doun from their magnificences, 


Whrch not colidzed in their great excellices, 
How godo2deineth his perde in (6dzy wiſe, 
The pooze ſũwhile the pompous to chaſtiſe. 


Here on to chewe example anone ryght, 
Marked in ſtoꝛy foꝛ a notable thynge, 
Paulanias of Grecea manly knight, 

Of MWacedony ſlough Philip the Kyng: 

At a table where he was litting 

Itwene Alexandze and Olimpiades, 

His wꝛong to auenge ampddes al the pꝛees. 


Eke Salmatoꝛ a knyght ol low degree 
Foz — done in eſpecial 

Dfmanly fozce grounded on equite 
Slough of Cartage the Pꝛince Yaſdrubal 
Which bzother was vnto duke Haniball, 
Belpde a riuer as they met in bataple , 
Called Metaure which renneth in Itaile. 


Wherefoꝛe pe pꝛinces if ye lyſt lounge endure 


Be right wel ware be ye neuer ſo rouge, 

In pour loꝛdchyppes not to much affure, 

Oꝛ of ſurquedp the pozayle to do wzonge. 

In your diſcrecion concepuing euer amonge, 
Greatelt dꝛede is that may your ſtate aſſay1, 
Whan ſubiection doth the people fayle, 


C Lenuoye, 


<Tl His tragedy declareth in partye 
What myſchefe foloweth of extozcion, 
Eke of lpouſbꝛech and ol auoutry, 

By Tarquyn done thzough falle extozcion, 
Unto Lucrece vopthin Rome toun: 

Kynges eryled foz ſuch milgouernaple, 

And talſe outrages done to the poꝛaple. 


Eke Appius of wylful tiranny 

Agayne Virginia toke an accion, 
Thzough a falſe luſt of frowarde lecherp, 
Blent and fer derked his memoꝛy ⁊ realon: 
Which was che fe cauſe and occaſion 

Why the eſtate of dizhom dyd fayle, 
Though falſe outrage done to the pozayle, 


Kyng Philyploſt ſceptre and regally, - 
Df Macedone the famous regyon: 
Unwarely ſlayne amyd his chiuairy, 
Sittyng at the table win his chefe dotigeon , 
And greateſt cauſe of his fallyng doun, 
Was whan foztune his pꝛide dyd aſſaile, 
Fo: falſe outrages done to the pozayle, 


Duke Yaſdzubal whome bokes magnify 
Up tothe heuyn foꝛ hys hygh renoun, 
Whoſe triumphes raught vp to the (ky, 
And had al Cartage in his ſubiection: 
pet was he ſlayne vnwatelp by treaſon, 
By a ſeruant, lo what it doth auaple 
{Treaſon purpoſed afoze in the pozayle, 


Noble pꝛinces pour reaſon do applye 
Whych ouer the people haue dominacion, 
So pꝛudently to gouerne them andgye, 
That loue and dꝛede by true affectyon, 
P2elerue their hartes from falſe rebellion: 
Syth to you nothynge may moze pꝛeuaple, 
(Than true ſubiection expert in pozayle, 


The. bii. Chapiter. 
Show Jeroboham kyng of Jſrael fo: 


Idolatry a diſobedience came 
to a myſcheuous ende. 


== — theſe ſtoꝛyes in Bochas as J 
ikynde 

Ny There dyd appere vnto his pzelcce, 
«SH Lynges lyxe, hym praying to haue 
mynd 
Upon their fal by bnware violence, 
From they: eſtates of royal excellence. 
And tofoze al I fynde that there came, 
Ok al Jlracl kyng Jeroboam, 


— 


Unto myne aucthour he gan to declare, 

His deedly complaynt with a pale face: 

His great miſcheues and his yuel fare, 

And howe he fyl downe fro his kyngly place, 
Thꝛough vnhappes which dyd him enbzace, 
Andas this ſtoꝛy plainly hath deuyſed, 

Foꝛ his offences howe he was chaſtiled, 


In Idolater he was as it is tolde, 

Reyled vp auters ok very foꝛce # myght, 
Set therupon two calkes of pure golde, 
pd them woꝛchyp agayne al ſkyl x ryght: 
Gaue euel example in the peoples (yght, 
Mhan he dyd wyth fames and enlence, 
To kalle ydols vadue reverence, 


Fro the temple he made the people gone, 
332i: {es o2dained after his owne giſe, 
Foſoke the trybe of Leuy and Aaron, 

Ind vpon Bethel his offryng gan deuyſe: 
And vohyle he dyd vnleful ſacrifice, 

God that well knewe of hym the falſe entent, 
From Jerulaicm a pꝛophet to hym lent, 


Whych him rebuked ok his miſgouernaũce, 
Ind gan the parels to hym ſpecikye: 

Told him afo2e foꝛ to do bengeaunce, 

Of Dauid kyng there chould tome one Joſye, 
Which Gould his pꝛieſtes that falſly coud lye, 
Manly diſtroy x lice them al at ones, 

And into aſches bꝛen them fteſhe # bones, 


Ind in token of their diſtruction, 

The pꝛophet tolde among them al, 

Yow his auters choulde bowe doun, 

And his ydols from their tage fal. 

Whom that foles their goddes falſly cal 
Which haue no power to helpe in no maner, 
Foz they may neyther le,fele,noz here. 


After thys pꝛophet Jadan had tolde 
Theſe ſayde lignes playnly to thekyng, 
His auter fyl on peces many folde -: 

And ouerturned backewarde his ring: 


of John Bochas 


tak. lv 


Foꝛ whych the kyng furiouſly lob ing, 
Put fozth his hand the ſtoꝛy maketh mynde 
Bad his men the pꝛophet take and bynde, 


And as he his arme raught out on length 
Had no power it to wythdꝛawe agerne, 
Wert vnwe!dy, contract, a loſt his ſtrength, 
And whan the kyng theſe tokens hath leyne, 
And how ß pꝛophet ſpake no woꝛd in veyn?2 
Greatly aſtoyned toude lay no moze, 

But pꝛaied Jadan his arme to reſtoꝛe. 


Ind by his pzayer and mediacion 
Ok his arme, akter this vengeaunce, 
There was anone made reſtitucion, 
Ind of his payne feleth aleyaunce, 

Fo2 which the kyng w tul great inſlañce 
Required hym to be lo gractoule, 

That day to abyde and dyne in his houſe, 


But the pꝛophet would not aſſent 

Nouther wyth hym to cate no2 to dꝛynke: 
Tokehis alle and fozth anone he went, 

On whole departyng p kyng gan ſoze thynke 
And fantalies gan in his hert ſynke, 
Spectaliy whan he tote hede, (dede. 
Ok all theſe tokens howe they were true in 


God bad Jadan in this great empziſe 

To Jeroboham fyzſte whan he was ſent, 
Cate noz dzinke in no maner wyle, 

In that citie, whyle he was pꝛeſent: 

But a nother pꝛophet of entent 

Ful olde and llygh on that other ſyde, 
Compelled hath this Jadan to abyde. 


Hym afozſyng by kalle colluſion 

To reſoꝛte agayne vato the citye: 

And to make no contradiction 

With hym to dyne of kraternitpe, 

To hym affyꝛmynge it may none other be, 
Foz god ſent him as to his frende # bꝛother, 
To abyde with him x plainly with none other, 


Of krendlyhede and true affection 
Within his houſe to Hewe his pꝛeſence, 
Foꝛ a repaſt and refection 

This is goddes wyl and fully his ſentence, 
To whole woꝛdes þ pꝛophet yaue credence, 
And as they ſate at dyner both in fere, 


God vnto Jadan ſayd in thys maner. 


Foz the bꝛekyng ol my comaundement, 
Thy great offence & thy tranlgreſſion, 


i. 


That 


The ſecond boke 


That thou haſt be ſo Wylkull negligent, 
Thou (alt endure this punicion: 

Be al to toꝛne and rent of a lyon, 

And in thy countrey thou ſhalt not recure, 
With pzophetes to haue thy lepulture. 


Of which thing this Jadan nothynge fapne, 
Gan to departe with ful heuy thought: 
Ofalion amyd ofthe way ſlapne, 

But his aſſe harmed was right nought. 

A full great maruaile if it be wel ſought, 
(The lyon lyttyng as in their diffence, 

Ind kept them both from al violence. 


Al thele tokens myght not conuert 
Jeroboam fro his iniquitie, 

Goddes warnynghym lyſt not to aduerte, 
Noz by hys pꝛophete cozrected foz to be. 
Wherefoze god would that he chould ſe 
Uengeaunce folowe as it dyd in dede, 
Both vpon hym and his kynred, 


A ſonne he had which fpl in great ſickenes, 
Called Abia the boke doth ſpecify, 

Foz whych the king bad the quene her dꝛeſſe, 
To go dilgiſed without company, 

Unto a pꝛophet which called was Achy. 
Hym to require truely foz to ley 

Whether the chyld ould lyue oz dep, 


Ind in his inward ſyght cotemplatite, 

God ſhewed hym by clere inſpection, 

Of Jeroboam how che was the wyke, 

Fo: al her lleyghty tranſfozmacion: 

Foz nouther fallas noz falle decepcion 

Map be of god but it be parceyued, 

Fo he ne his pzophets may not be deceyued, 


She came to him in ſtraunge wede, 

At the entryng he called her by her name: 
Come foꝛth quod he) foꝛ it is no nede 

To hide thy ſelfe as it were foꝛchame. 

Foz the trouth truely to attame, 

God hath yeuen me fully knowledging, 
What thou ſhalt anl were x ſay to the kyng. 


Sap plainly to him, ſt marke in thy thought, 
In thy repapꝛe theſe woꝛdes reherſpng: ( ght 
Spth god hath made thee a rayſed vp ol nou⸗ 
From a ſeruant to reigne as a kynge, 

Fro Dauids kyn moſt woꝛthy reigning, 
Parted the kyngdome & yeuen it bnto the, 
Ind thou bnkynde therofcanſt nothyng ſe, 


His great goodneſſe is out of remèbꝛaunte, 
Fully foꝛgeten of thy frowarde pꝛide, 

In falſe goddes put thyne aiaiunce 

God aboue fallly ſet aſzde , 

Wherefoꝛe from the anon he all deuyde, 
The kyngdome hole wythout moze delay, 
Ind fro thy lyne the crowne take away, 


Ind fo2 thou haſt to thy confuſion 

Thy fayth vnfaithful to falſe goddes take, 
Dꝛongly refuſed thy religion 

Of god aboue, and playnly hm fozſake, 
This is the ende whych Þ thou Galt make; 
Thee and thy kyn no man may ſocour, 
Fleſhe,ſkyn,# bone, houndes hal deuour. 


And at thy entrynge home to the cite, 

Thy ſonne # his thou halt fynde hun deed: 
Ok al hys kin though there were none but he 
Founde very good, take therof good hede. 
Of whych anlwere ß quene fil in great dzede 
Entryng the citte in eſpectal, 

Yer childe was dede # lay colde by the wal, 


Ok thys warning the king toke none hede, 
But made him redy w ful great aparaple, 
Fozty thouſande wyth him he dyd lede, 

Ok manly men armed in plate and maile, 
With king Abias foz to haue a batayle. 

The whiche Abias that was of Juda kinge, 
Vnto his people (aid at their metynge: 


O noble knightes haue one thing in memozy; 
No man venquiſheth platly to coclude 

With great people, noꝛ getteth victozy 

With nombꝛes heaped no2 greate multitude: 
Falſe ydolaters god wyl them delude. 

Not ſuffre his ſeruaunts that ben true 8; ſad, 
Ok milcreauntes to be onerlad, 


Triumphe is none found of newe oz olde, 

In theſe Jdols of ſtone noz ſiluer chene, 
Noz in Calues ofmettall made, oz golde, 
Peue to that partie which vntruly meane. 
And lithe Þ god knoweth our quarel clene, 
Ther is no hope, foꝛce nonenoz myght, 
With them 5 groũde their cauſe againſt right 


Hope of victozy ſtandeth vpõ right wiſnes, 

Ok them ß caſt their linful life to amende: 

Ind lyſt foꝛſake wong and al falſnes, 

And with hole hert vnto the loꝛde entende, 

Which al this day his grace to vou ſende, 

Our truecaulec truely to termpne. 5 
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Ind thus Ibias gan his tale fyne; 


His pꝛeeſtes gan their trũpes foz to blowe, 
and kyng Ibias thzough his high renoun, 
Gane to his people both to high andlow 
Ful manly comfozt and conlolacion, 

Ind fyfty thouſand by computacton 

Were ſlayne Þ day which ful pzoudly came, 
Upon the party of kyng Jeroboam, 


Ind al the partye of Jeroboam, 

And al that were ok his lyne bozne, 
After thys batayle vnto milchefe came, 
Whan they were ſlayne w hon des al to tozne 
As the pꝛophet had the told befozne: 

But foz the kyng toke therok no hede, 

With loden vengeaunce god quit his mede. 


C The. viii. Chapter. 


Howe zaras king of Ethyope was 
ſlayne in batayle. 


ter hym to Bochas dyd appere 
Rext in oꝛdꝛe playnly as J fynde, 
(One zaras wyth a ſoꝛoufull chere, 
And he was kyng of Ethyope and Inde: 
Whole eyen were almoſt w wepyng blynde, 
P2ayeng myne auctour his vnhappy chatice, 
With other woful to put in remembꝛaunce. 


And that he would recoꝛde by ſcripture 

His ſodayne fall and doloꝛous diſtreſſe, 

And his diffamous hateful diſcomfiture, 
With the diſpoylynge ok his great richeſſe: 
Ind how king Alaph thꝛugh his high nobles, 
Ind his people as he dyd the aſſaile, 

Hath him venquiched x llayne in bataple. 


The. ix. Chapiter + 


Howe Adab kyng of Jeruſalem 
- loſt ſceptre and crovone, 


F Jſraell than came the wooful! 
kynge, 
ez Adab ful pytouſly wepyng, 

> = UntoBocas his coplaint reherling: 
Yow kyng Baſa by ſubtyll falſe werkyng, 
With ſlaughter cauled his fallyng, 

Whan foztune gan falſely frowne, 

And tcke vniuſtiy fro him ſceptre c crowne. 


The:r.Chapiter, 


of John Bochas, 


Leaf.xlvit 
CHowe the vengeable pzynce zambꝛiag 
hym ſelte. 

N Ext came ʒãbꝛias a pꝛince vegeable, 

treaſon, 
That was founde alſo ful vnſtable: 
Hath murdꝛed him within the chefe dongeon, 
Ok his taſtel wyth a ful great route, 


ſet à toure on fyʒe and bzente 
Whiche llough kinge Helam Up falle 
Foz this zambꝛias of entencion, 
As he vnwarely layde a liege aboute, 


But Amarin a pꝛince of ful great might, 
Came in to Tharſea famous great citye, 
Ind caſt him playnly lyke a woꝛthy knight, 
On thts zambꝛias auenged foz to be, 

Hymn to diſtroy without mercy oz pitie: 
But in a toure as 3ambeias went, 

Set it a fyꝛe and ſo hym ſelfe bzent, 


Che. xi. Chapiter, 
Ok king Achab and Jezabel his wife. 


Ith lighes loꝛe t wepig impoꝛtable 
Came kyng Achab vnto Bochas, 
' Whole hertelie ſoꝛowe was incopa- 
Arable, 

And complapning ful oft ſayd alas: 
Belechyng him to waite his wolul caſe, 
Compile his falling and the fate yfere, 

Ol Athalia his owne doughter dere. 


To god aboue moſt contrarious 

Thys Achab was in al his gouernaunce, 
And had a wyfe cruel and lecherous, 
Called Jelabel, whiche ſet al her pleſaunce 
On goddes pꝛophetes foz to do vengeaunce. 
In the bible their malice men may le, 

And Jdolaters they were both he and Ges 


God foꝛ their trelpaces as it was well ſeyne, 
Ifoze ſhewed by true pzophecy, 

Sent thze yere neither dewe ne reyne 
Upon the erth their graine to multiplye; 

Tyl eft agapne by pzayer of Yelye, 

Holſome waters from heuin gan diſcend, 
Which gane the cauſe their life to amend, 


But his wyfe that curſed Jeſabel, 

To eche thing hateful which was diuine, 

An hundzed pꝛophetes He (longhinJſracl, 

Unto Baal foꝛ they would not inclyne: 

And che alſo ſlough Naboth foz his byne, 

Thꝛough whole outrage # falle oppꝛeſſion, 

Athab was bꝛought to his 24 ot 
i. 


Ol his enempes outrayed in bataile, 

With a harpearow caught his fatal woũde, 
Tyl al his blode by bledyng dyd faile, 

Ibout hys chare w many dꝛoppes rounde: 
That the woꝛdes were ful true founde 

Of Helias, which told him as it ſtode, 

That hungry houndes ould lycke his blod. 


Ina ctitpe than called Jſrael 

Done from a toure iopned to a wall, 

The layd quene called Jeſabel, 

Was ouer caſt a had a deadlye fal: (ok all, 
Touching thele miſcheues foz the was cauſe 
Beware ye pꝛinces remẽbꝛing all your lyues, 
To eſchue falſe coiſayle peuẽ by your wines, 


6 The.rit, Chapiter. 


C How quene Athalia foz her tiran⸗ 
ny was llapne. 
Ext to Achab in oꝛdꝛe dyd ſue, 
e Athalia w doleful countenaunce 
Bocas belechyng, as hym thought 
due 
Her ſodayne fal to put in remembꝛaunce. 
Sours æcheke rote of ſoꝛow # miſchance. 
Is v(lurpacis and falſe couetiſe, 


Lyke as her ſtoꝛy herafter Chal deupſe. 


She was vpꝛeiſed by fauour in thꝛe thinges, 
Foꝛ father, bꝛoder, æ alſo her hulbande 

Were in her tyme echone crowned kinges, 
With ſcepter a ſwozde as ye ſhal vnderſtad. 
Many empꝛiles in their dates toteon hande, 
And howe fo2tune their highnes dyd alſaile, 
I caſt Ho:tly to make rcherſayle, 


She fyl of koꝛtune in the vnhappye boundes, 
Fyꝛſt whan her father was wan arow dede, 
His blod vplicked w cruel higry houndes, 
About his chare rennyng downe ful rede: 
His body pale lay who that toke hede, 

Lyke a carrepne naked and diſpopled, 

With foule black erth ampd the kelde ployled. 


Cauſe of another bnhappy heuyneſſe 

And of her deedly deſolacion, 

Mas the people felly dyd them dꝛeſſe 

Of Arabpe in their rebellion, 

Igayne her hulband, ok entencion 

To robbe his treaſour to their auauntage, 
And take his richeſſe by outragious pillage, 


Some ok his meyny they put in pziſon, 


The ſeconde boke 


There was agaynlt the made no defence: 
Spared nother citte, bozough,ne toun, 
Slough man # chyld thzough ſturdy violece:; 
Herlozde enfect wyth lodaine peſtilence, 
Conceyued fully by his malady, 

There was no gayne but he muſt nede dye, 


After his deth molt wꝛetched x odible, 

His body coꝛrupt, his bowelles fyl doun: 
Ok his carapne the ſtench was ſo hozible 
The ay2e cnfect about hym enupꝛon, 

With ſo great hozrour and putrifacrion, 
'That no man myght abyde noz endure, 
To bzyng his body vntolepulture, 


Yer third vnhap whereofſhe was ful fayne, 
That foztune lyſt her efte aſſayle, 

Made her vncle kyng Joꝛam to be ſlayne 
With an arow, as he fled in bataple: 

She ſuppolyng greatly it chould auaple, 
Lyke a woman moſt furious a wode, 

She ok king Dauid ſlough al p rial blode. 


Her purpoſe was to gonerne al the realme 
Ilone her ſelfe to haue dominacion, 

To reigne in Juda and Jeruſalem 

This Athalia by vſurpacion: 

And foz that cauſe in her entencion, 

With moztal ſwoꝛde che made tho fyne 
That were dilceded fro Dauid doun by lyne. 


Except one Joas (he left not one a lyue, 

Chyld of a pere, lonne of kyng Ocholp, 

Whom Jolaketh the ſtoꝛy dothe diſcriue 
Ok very pitie caught a fantaſy 

The childe to ſaue that he Chal not dre, 
From the malice of Athalia 

And che was voyte to byChop Joiada, 


She # this bychop with hole hert xentere, 
Kept this chylde in ful ſecret wyſe, 

Within the temple the ſpace of leuen pere: 
And in the leuenth the ozye Doth deuile, 
Joiada toke on him this empzile, 

Ponge Joas vpon a certapne dap, 

By iuſt title to crowne him it he may, 


His meſſangers he lendeth out anone, 
Ok pꝛinces, tribunes, gan a counſaile cal, 
Ok pꝛeeſtes eke and leuites euerychone: 
And whan he had dilcured to them al 

ole his entent, thus it is befal 

wozne and aſſented as it was ſytting, 
That yonge Joas chalbe crowned kyng. 
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Foz by pꝛomiſe which Þ is diuine 

(Nuod Joiada) if ye take hede, 

God hath beheſted to Daud e his lyne, 
Ind aſſured vnto his kynred 

Jn Jeruſalemhow they Chal ſuccede: 
And though Joas be yong a tẽdꝛe of might, 


He to the crowne hath neuer the laſſe ryghte; 


In this matter J wyl not that pe ſlepe, 
But to chewe your true diligence, 

On four parties the temple foz to kepe, 

That no man entre by no violence: 

And in the myddes by ropal excellente, 

(Quod this bychop) no man ſhal vs let, 
On Joas heade a crowne foz to let, 


And whan ech thing was bꝛought to poynt 
Dys hygh eſtate to encreaſe and magnify, 
The people anone whanhe was auoynt, 
Viuat rex they began to cry. 

And whan Athalta gan this thyng eſpye, 
Foꝛ very ire and the ſodayne wonder, 

Ok melancoly her clothes cut aſonder, 


Kan to the temple, and gan make a fray, 
With her meyny and to crye aloude, 
Bad them go ſle # make no delay 
The pong kyng, in al the haſt they toude. 
Her venym hid vnder a couerte cloude, 
Al atones her purpole to recure, 

By ſodatne malice he gan 5 day dylcure. 


The temple was kept, entre had ſhe none, 
People ozdayned 2 foz the nones: 
Ind o2 ſhe might any further gone, 

Clenly armed the Centuriones 

The cruel quene aſſayled al at ones. 

And of her malice to w2yte a ſhozt tale, 
They ſlough her after at Cedꝛon in the vale, 


Lo here the ende of murdze ie tiranny, 

Lo here the ende of vſurpacion, 

Lo here the ende of falſe conſpiracy, | 
Lo here þ ende ot falſe pꝛeſumcion: (doun, 
Boꝛne rightfull heyzes w2ongly to put them 
O noble pzinces though god make you ſtrõg, 
To tyghtkul heyzes beware ye do no wong, 


CLenuoye, 


N Heſe tragedies to eſtates # degrees, 


Fully declareth the decepcions 
x Dftoztunes fallemutabilitees , 


of John Bochas 


Teaf. zl Vit 


Shewed in pꝛouinces cities and eke tuns: 
Pꝛinces vnwarelp loſt their poſſeſſions, 
Which foꝛ their ſynnes in diuerſe wyſe, 
Had of god warnyng, e lyſt not foz to gies 


Mighty pꝛinces caſt downe from their ſces, 
Loſt their lines and their regions, 
Unwarely thꝛow from their felicitces: 
Jeroboam foꝛ his oppꝛaſſions, 

And foz his frowarde falſe oblacions 

Done to Idols, his tozy doth deuyle, 

Had of god warning, x lyũ not foz to ryſe. 


Ichab alſo had great aduerſitics, 
Thꝛough falſe coũſaile and erhoztacions 
Of Jezabel rote of iniquities, 

Dyd to his people great extoꝛcions: 

She ſlough pꝛophets, goddes champions, 
Both he and ſhe moſt curſed in their gyſe, 
Had of god warnyng, a lyſt not foz to tyſe. 


Athalia with her duplicitees, 

And conſpired falſe intruſions, 

Slouh Dauids ſede to entre their digniteeg, 
Ind poſſede their dominacions: 

But ko2 her hateful falſe colluſions, 
Unwarelyſlayne foꝛ her great couetiſe, 
Had of god warnyng, a lyſt not fo2 to ryſe, 


P2inces remembze in your p2oſperitees, 
And le afoze in your diſcrecions: 

Wꝛong clyming vpot ſtates oꝛ degrees, 
Outher by murdꝛe oꝛ by falſe treaſons, 
Aſtzeth a fal foꝛ their final guerdons. 
Namely of them that the loꝛd diſpiſe, 
And foz his warnyng lyſt not foz to rile. 


The. xiii. Chapter. 


C Howe dydo quene of Cartage ſlough 
her lelfe foꝛ conſeruacion of 
her chaſtitie, 


==> a|Owe muſte J put my rude ſtile in 
Apꝛees, 

N : = queene Dido makynge my pal⸗ 

1 lage: 

Her Loꝛde Siche was pꝛieſt to Hercules, 

Her father Belus fal in great age, 

Kyng ol Tire # che quene of Carthage: 

And it is red in bokes that ben true, 

How fyꝛſt in Tire was found purple hewe. 


Chadmus founde fyzſt letters foz to waite, 
I li. Gaue 


The ſecond boke 


Gaue them to Grekes,as made is mencion, 
Whole bꝛother Fenix as clerkes ebe endite, 
Founde firſt the colour of vermilion: 

And ohCartage the famous mighty toun, 
This ſayd Dido, her ſtoꝛy doth expꝛes, 
Dow the was quene and foundereſſe. 


But her huſband was chefe loꝛde # fyꝛe, 
Called Sicheas full famous of renoun, 
Ok tyis noble citte called Tyꝛe, 

Had great trealout a great poſſeſſion: 

Ind fo2 enuy kyng Pigmalion 

Bꝛoder to Dido this Siche llough in dede, 
Ol kalle entent his richelle to poſſede. 


Dido th's ſlaughter toke greuoully to hert, 
S922 complayning this bnhappy chaunce: 
Ca che would if che might aſterte, 

Flye out of Tire and her lyfe auaunce, 
With al the trealour a the haboundaunce, 
Behynde left, whan her loꝛde was dede, 

Her chyppes entryng went awape foz dꝛede. 


She knewe and dꝛede the gredy auarice 
Ok her bꝛother kyng Pigmalion, : 
Ind how that hateful vnſtauncheable bice 
Was grounde, and rote, and chefe occaſion, 
Why Þ her loꝛd was llapne in that toun: 
Foꝛ whome che cried ful oft welaway, 
Whole deth was caule why che ted away, 


She had alſo this opinion, 

Which cauſed moſt her hertly heutneſſe: 
That ſity ber bzother Pigmalion 

Nad ſlapne her loꝛde foꝛ his great ryches, 
If che avode that he woulde hym dꝛeſſe, 
Parcel foꝛ malice,parcel foz couctyle, 

To haue treaſour ſome treaſon to pꝛactiſe. 


And foz to eſchewe his malice x treaſon, 
Foꝛ her nauy ſhe maketh oꝛdinaunte, 

By the auiſe of them in whom as by reaſon, 
She ould of ryght let her affiaunce: 

And they ful redy her todo pleſaunce, 

By one aſſent ſ02nothynge would fayle, 
With tayze Dydo out of that lande to ſaple. 


In Cypꝛes fyꝛſt was her arpuaile: 

And there che founde by the riuer ſyde, 
Ok yong maydens w ful rych apparaple, 
Dirty and ten in the lame tyde, 

Whiche in the temple of Uenus dyd abyde, 
After the cuſtome as J can repozte, 

Ok Cypatens,ftraungers to diſpozte. 


And in their moſt kaythful humble wyſe 
After the ryghtes of Cypꝛe the countre, 
Unto Uenus eche day do ſacrifice, 

Them to conſerue in their virginite: 
Duryng their life to lyue in chaſtitye, 
Neuer to be toyned in mariage, 

Ind w quene Dydo they went to Cartage, 


In their paſſage fyll a great myꝛracle 
As Dcruius maketh mencion, 

Foz Dydo toke of Juno this ozacle, 
Outher by apparyng oz by adutiton, 
Of Cartage to byide that myghty toun: 
Ind at reuerence ot that great goddeſſe, 
She to the parties faſt gan her dꝛelle 


The ſayd citpe ſtately foz to kounde. 

Ind her werkemen as they the erth ſought 
An oxes head of auenture they founde, 

And to quene Dido anone the head brought, 
Meninge wherck to ſerche out they thought: 
Ind her clerkes in their deumaple, 

Tolde it was token of ſeruage x trauayle, 


Foz which che liſt not to buylde in that place, 
But remeued as ſhe ought of ryght, 

Ind fro thence but a litel (pace, 

A ſoyle the founde ful dylectable of ſight: 
And as her werkmen wyth their full myght , 
The grounde gan ſerch oz they toke hede, 
The ſtoꝛp telleth they found an hozſe head. 


Ind by expownyng ofher deninourg, 
Founde this beaſt inyght greatly auaile 
Unto pꝛinces and mighty conquerours, 
Nececſlary in werre and bataple: 

Ind foz no wight her nobleſſe choulde aſſaile, 
Cartage the buylded of lo great excellence, 
Againe al enempes to ſtand at diffence, 


Some bokes declare and ſpecify, 

Dydo dyd as much land purchace, 

Is a ſhyn in rounde might occupy 

Ok an oxe, theron to buyld a place: 

The grounde copaſſed toke a large (pace, 
Whych ſtrongliy buylded thus it is befal, 
After theſkyn men B pꝛſa dy d it cal, 


Ind whan this citie mightily was walled, 
After a ſkyn wꝛought by good curray, 
The name toke, Carta it was called: 
Lether of Birla plainly this is no nar. 
(Toke eke his name durynge many a day, 
Carta and Bir da knit in their langage, 2 


Is much to lar, as this wozd Carthage. 


And in Affryke ſtant this teritozy, 
Where che builded this citye dilectable: 
Founded it in laude and memozy 

Ok mighty Juno, the goddeſſe honozable, 
The citye walled w towers ſtrong & ſtable, 
Cime ok kyng Dauid, amidde the fourth age, 
As J ſapd erſt, called it Cartage. 


With great woꝛchyp che raygned in p towne 
Euer ol purpole to liue in chaſtitie, 

And rounde about floured her renowne, 
O' her pzudence and her honeſtpe: 

Couyll the repoꝛt ol her famous beautye, 
Came to the eares, which gladly wil not hide 
Oka hyng that dwelled there beſide, 


Of Mulytans he was loꝛde and ſyze, 
Is poetes playnly lyſt decrpue, 
VDhiche in his hart greatly gan Deſire, 
The quene Dido by her aſſent to wiue, 
VUnto her grace if he might aryue: 
But foz ſhe had auowed chaſtitie, 

She neuer caſt maried to be. 


Ihe kyng luppꝛiſed lone in his courage, 
Fo2 her wiſdome,and her great bountee, 
Bent koꝛ the pꝛinces of Carthage, 

On this matter to haue a treatee: 

To condiſcende if it might be, 

Like his deſire in all their beſt entent, 

Do their deuoy2e to make her conſent, 


With his requeſt he gan them eke manace, 
If he fayled of his entencion, 

Like his deſtre to ſtande in her grace, 
Sapd he would be enemy to their towne: 
To oꝛdapyne by foꝛce foz their deſtruction, 
Not kully ſober, noꝛ fully in a rage, 

This was to them playnely his langage. 


But koꝛ they knewe her great ſtedfaſtnes 
Ind her hart very immutable, 

They were aferde any wozd to expꝛeſſe, 
Leſt their aunſwere were not acceptable, 
To his highnes, foꝛ he was not treatable, 
Eke in their conceyt they gan alſo recoꝛde, 
To his deſyze the quene would not accoꝛde. 


With good aduice an anſwere they puruey, 
To his purpoſe in party fauourable, 
Aferde he would their noble towne werrey, 
Oz of diſdayne vpon them be vengeable: 


of John Bothas. 


Leaf.rliiz, 


But quene Dydo in her entent aye ſtable, 
Caſt che would whatloeuer they her toide, 
Her chaſt auowe faythfully to holbe. 


She let aſide of this cruell kyng l 
His fell manates, and his woꝛds great, 
Ind to her pꝛynces foꝛ their conſentyng, 
Which Code in feare of p he did them thzeace, 
She vnto them paue a maner heatc: 

Foꝛ they were bolde to attempt oꝛ attame, 
To treate ot matter rebounding to her Haine 


Nap rather dye ( quod che) than aſſent 

To his deſires, whiche thing god fozbede: 
Oz to the tenter of my chaſte entent 

Foz to remeue other in thought oz dede, 
Whiche were dilclaunder to all womanhead, 
To condiſcende foz any manacyng, 

To bzeake a vowe foz pleaſaunce of a bynge 


Touchyng manaces made to the citte 

Foz to deſtroy it with his great myght, 
Without cauſe oz title of equitie 

To ground him a quarell ageyne right, 
Onely fo2 he is blynded of his lyght, 

With froward luſt my chaſte auowe to aſſaile 
Be ryght well ſure how he therok (hall fapyle. 


It ye were bolde and manly ofcourage, 
Fo: comon pzofite your citye to detende, 
And to wſtande his vycious outrage, 

To treate W him ye would not condiſcende; 
But mine entent platiy to compzehend, 
Whether it be to you toye 02 diſpleataunce, 
In my pꝛomiſe chalbe no variaunce. 


My loꝛde Sicheus whiche, alas, is deade 
Unto the woꝛlde, who lyſt aduert, 

Truſt verely foz manacyng noz dꝛeade 
That he all neuer dye in myne hert: 
Noꝛ he all neuer myne auowe pernert, 
Thus auyſed while that J ende fre, 
Quene ot Cartageto gouerne this citye, 


Mine haſty anſwere J pꝛay you not diſd : ine 
But that pe liſt to peue me libertye, 

With your ſuppoꝛt that I may atteyne, 

To haue a ſpace graunted vnto me: 

This is to mene, the ſpace of monethes thze, 
My loꝛdes will to accompiythe of entent, 
Whiche whilome made in his teſtament, 


Under touloure to her aduauntage, 
She toke this ſpace, bokes ſpecify; 


Iii. That 


That che might her citye of Cartage, 

The meane time ſtrongly foztity, 

Agayne her enemies, that foꝛ no luggardy 
Ot ghem that would her high eſtate confound 
—— her city not be founde, 


Whan thze monethes paſſed were and gone, 
She alter would toz hartly pleaſaunce, 
With lundꝛy ryghtes many mo than one, 

To all her goddes do ſome obſeruaunce; 

Foꝛa ſpeciall (ingulerremembzaunce 

Ok him that was (as ye (hall vaderſtande) 
Whilom her loꝛde and beſt beloued huſband, 


Ind mo2k to exalt her glozy and his honour, 
Held his exequies by due reuerence 

Ok all Cartage in the higheſt tower, 

With bꝛenning fire, fumes, and incence, 
Her pꝛinces all beyng in pꝛelence, 

To whyche the gan declare in complaynyng, 
Her deadly ſoꝛow, down fro her tower loking 


Farewel my krendes, farewell foꝛ euermoze, 
Unto my loꝛd my huſband J muſt gone, 

To him J meane Þ was my loꝛde ot yoze, 
Fo: ol hulbandes god wot J haue but one: 
Pꝛaiyng vou to repoꝛt euerichone, 

After my death Dydoof Cartage 

Joyned was but ones in marpage. 


Sap to the kyng whiche you manaced, 

My chaſte beauty that he woulde aſſaile, 
Go tell him how that Jam paſſed, 

Ind of his purpoſe how that he chall faile. 
His manacyng chall not him auaple, 

And lay how Dydo dyed foz the nones, 

Fo: che not would be wedded moze the ones. 


Lener J haue my life now toloſe, 

Nather than ſoyle my tydowes chaſtitie: 
Let him go further ſome other to choſe, 

Foꝛ in ſuch caſe he ſhall not ſpede of me. 
And with the treaſure of mine honeſty, 
Which Jhane truely obſeruedall my lyue, 
J will depart out of this wozlde now blyne, 


Ind into fire that bꝛent clere and bzyght, 
She ran in haſte, there is no moze to ſayne; 
Saue with a knyfe in euerp mans light, 
Full ſodaynly the rofe her hart in twayne, 
Whole piteous death the city gancomplayne, 
Soꝛe wepyng koꝛ wonder and foz ruthe, 

In a woman to finde ſo great a truth, 


The ſeconde boke 


Alter her death they did their bulines, 

To holde and halowe a fcaſt funerail: 
Woꝛchipped her like a chaſte goddelle, 

And her commended ineſpectail 

To heauenly goddes, and goddes infernall, 
Ind wydowes all in their clothes blake, 
At this feaſt wept foꝛ her ſave, 


Touching Dydo let there be no ſtryfe, 
Though that He be accuſed of Ouide: 

After Bochas J wꝛote her chaſte life, 

And the contrary J haue ſet aſide, 

Fo2 me thought it was better toabidz 

On her goodnes, than thing rehearſe in dede 
Which might relowne again her womanhede 


To Eneas though che were kauouradle, 

To Jtayle makyng his paſſage, 

All that Ge did was commendabl?, 

Him to recepue commyng by Cartage: 

Tho ſome folke were large of their langage, 
Amille to expoune,by repo2t,oz to expꝛeſſe, 
Thing done to hym onelp of gentlenes. 


There ſhall foꝛ me be made no rehearſaple, 
But as J finde wzytten in Bochas: 

Foz to ſay well may much moze auaple 
Than froward ſpeach in many diuers caſe, 
But all Cartage oft ſapd, alas, 

Der death coplaynyng throughout their citye 
Whiche flew her (elfe to oblerue her chaſtitye, 


CLenuoy, 


Faye Dydo moſt ſtable in thy conſtaute 

Nuene of Cartage,myzro: ok hie nobles 
Batignyngin glozy a vertuous habundatice, 
Called in thy time chefe ſours of gentilnes, 
In whom was neuer founde doublenes, 
Axe of one hart, and ſo thou diddeſt fyne, 
With light oftrouth al wydowes to enlumin 


Chaſt and vnchaunged in thy perſeueraunct, 
Ind immutable founde in goodnes, 

Whiche neuer thoughteſt bpon variaunce, 
Foꝛte a pzudence wardeins of thy fapꝛenes, 
J haue no langage thy vertues to expzelle: 
By new repoꝛt lo clerely they chyne, 

With light of trouth al widowes to enlumine. 


O lode ſtarre ok all good gouernaunce, 
All vycious luſtes by wiſdome to repꝛeſſe, 
Thy grene youth flouryng with all pleaſaũce 


Chou didſt it bzydle w vertuous lobernes: 
Diane 


Dyane demeaned ſo chaſtly thy clenneſſe, 
LOhyle thou were (ole plapnely to termyne, 
With light of truth al wydowes to enlumpne 


Thy famous bounty to put in remembꝛaũte, 


Thou ſlewe thy lelke of innocent purenes, 
Leſt thy lurenes were hanged in balaunce, 
Of ſuch that caſt them thi chaſtitie to oppꝛes: 
Death was inoughe to beare therof witnes, 
Cauſyng thy beauty to all clennes enclyne, 
With light of vertue al widowes to enlumine 


C Lenuop,dy:ect to wydowes of the 
tranſlatoure, 


Noble matrons whiche haue ſuffiſanice, 

Of womanhead your wittes to vpdzeſſe 
How that foztune liſt to turne her chaunce, 
Be not to retchleſſe of ſodapne haſtines: 


But ay pꝛouide in pour ſtablenes, 
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Chat no ſuch foly enter in your courage, 
To folow Dydo that was quene of Cartage 


With her maners haue none acquayntaunce, 
Put out of minde ſuch ſottyche wilfulnes, 


To llea pour ſelfe were a great penaunce, 


God ok his grace defende pou and bleſſe, 
And pꝛeſerue pour variant bꝛotlenes, 
That pour trouth fall in none outrage, 
To folow Dido Þ was quene ot Cartage, 


With couert colour and ſober countenaunce, 
Of kaythfullmeanyng pꝛetendeth a likenes, 
Counterfayteth in ſpeache and dalyaunce, 
All thinge that lowneth into ſtedfaſtnes, 
Ol pꝛudence by great auiſenes, 

pour ſelfe reſtrapneth ponge and olde of age, 
To kolow Dydo that was quene of Cartage, 


Let all pour poꝛt be voyde of diſplealaunce, 
To get frendes do your bulines, 

And be neuer without purueyaunce, 

So chall ye beſt encreale in ryches: 

In one alone map be no ſykernes, 

To pour hart be dyuers of langage, 
Contrary to Dydo ß was quene of Cartage. 


Holde pour ſeruauntes vnder obepſaunce, 
Let them neuer haue fredome noz largenes, 
But vnder daunger do their obſeruaunce: 
Daunt their pꝛyde, them bꝛydle w lownes, 
And whan the ſerpent of newefanglenes, 
Aſlayleth vou. do your aduauntage, | 
Contrary to Dydo Þ was quene of Cartage. 


of John Bothas 


Tcaf. l. 
¶ Che. xiiui. Chapter, 


how vyciousSardanapalus kyng of 
Aſſirie bzent hin ſelfe and his ] 
treaſure, 


D Aſſirie to reken kynges all, 


(F] .COhiche had that lande vnder ſub- 
int 


Al aſt of all was Sardanapall, 
Molt keminpne of condicion: 

DPherfoze foꝛtune hath him caſt downe 
And complaynyng moſt vgly of manere, 
Next after Dydo to Bochas did appere, 


To vycious luſt his life he did enclyne, 

— — Allpziens whan he his raigne gan: 
Of kalle vſage he was ſo feminine, 

That among women bpon the rocke he ſpan, 
In their habite dilgyſed from a man, 

Ind of froward flechly inſolence, 

Ol all men he ſtedde the pꝛelence. 


Firſt this kyng chaſe to be his gyde 

Mother of vyces called ydlencs, 

Whiche ofcuſtome eche vertue ſet alyde, 

In eche courte where che is maiſtreſſe, 

Ok ſoꝛow and miſchefe is the firſt foundzeſſe, 
Which cauſed onely this Sardanapall 
That to all goodnes his wittes did appall. 


He founde vp firſt ryote and dꝛonkennes, 
Called a father of luſt and lechery: 

Hatefull of harte he was to ſobernes, 
Cheriſhyng ſurfetes, watche, and glotony: 
Called in his time a pzpnce of bandzy, 
Founde rereſuppers and fetherbeddes ſoft, 
Dꝛynzke late, and chaunge his wines okt. 


The apꝛe of meates and ot baudy cokes, 
Which of cuſtome all day roſt and ſede, 
Sauoure of ſpittes, ladels, and fleſhe hokes 
He loned well, and toke ok them great hede: 
And fol ke that dzanke moze than it was nede 
Smellynge ot wine foꝛ their great exceſſe, 
With them to abide was holly his gladnes. 


He thought allo it did him good 

To haue about him without ſkyll and right 

Boyſtous bochers all beſpꝛeint with bloude, 

And watry fiſhers abode aye in his lyght: 

Their coates poudzed ib ſcales ſiluer bꝛyght. 

Dempt their odour duryng all his lyfe, 

Was to his courage belt pꝛeſeruatyfe. 10 
0 


The ſecond boke 


Foꝛ there was no herbe, ſpice, graſſe, ne rote, 
To him lo luſty as was the bo2delhoule: 
Noz gardeyn none ſo holelome noꝛ lo ſote, 
To his pleaſaunce, noꝛ lo delicious, 

Ag (che pꝛeience of folke lecherous: 

And euer glad to ſpeake of rybaudzy, 

And folke cheryche that coulde flatter ᷑ lye. 


Tyll at the laſt God of very right 
Dilpleaſed was with his condictons,, 
Becauſe he was in euery mannes light 
So feminynein his affections, 

And wholy yaue his inclinations 
Doug his life to euery bycious thing, 
Terrible toheare and namely ofa kyng. 


But as Sochas lift to put in minde, 

Whan Arbactus a pzince of great renowne, 
Sawe of this kyng the fieſhely luſt blynde, 
Made with the people of that region 
Agaynſt him a coniuration, 

And to him lent foꝛ his miſgonernaunce, 
Ol high dildayne a full playne defyaunce. 


Bade him beware, a pꝛoudly to him tolde 
That he him caſt his vicious life to aſſaile, 
And in all haſte alſo that he woulde 

Within a fielde mete him in battaple: 
Wherot aſtonied his hart gan to faple, 
Where among woms he ſate makyng gaudes 
No wight about but flatterers and baudes. 


* 
And vp he roſe and gan him ſelfe auaunce, 
No company w him but leruauntes rpotous, 
Tok? the feide without gouer naunce, 
No meu of armes but folkes vycious: 
Whole adue rlary called Frbactus, 
Made him pꝛoudly the feide to fozſake, 
And like a cowarde his caſtell to take. 


Ind foꝛ his hart frowardly gan fayle 
Not like a knyght. but like a loſentour, 
His riche pier rey, his royal apparayle, 
is gold? ,his iewels, his veſſell, a treaſure, 
"as baought afoze him downe fro a toure 
Amid of his palace, æ yaue his men in charge 
Okt cole and fagot to make a fp2e large: 


In whiche he caſt his trealoure and iewels, 
Mone like a beaſt than a manly man, 

And ampd his riches, ſtones, aud veſſels, 
Juto the fire furiouſly he ranne: 

This triumphe Sardanapalus wanne, 
LOhiche kyꝛe conſumed foz his finall mede, 


Brent toalhes among the coles rede. 


Q ofoze his death bade men Hould wꝛite 
Upon his graue, the boke dothe ſpecity, 
Dith letters large this reaſon foz to endite: 
My curled life, my froward glotony, 
Mine ydlenes,myne hatefull lechery 

Hath cauſed me with many falle deſire, 
Sy laſt dapes tobe conlumpt with fyze, 


This epitaphe on his graue he let, 

To ew how he in all his liue 

Bulyed euer to hinder and to let 

All maner vertue, and theragapne to ſtriue, 
Who foloweth his trace is not like to thziue: 
Foz whiche ye pꝛynces ſe foꝛ your auayle, 
Uengeaunce aye foloweth vyces at the tayle, 


The. xb. Chapter, 


A commendation of Bochas, reherſing the 
vertuous names of foũders of diuers lcien⸗ 
ces and cunnynges in repꝛele of 

: ꝓdlenes. 


A here were other that liſt to pꝛouide, 

J Falle flechly luſtes, and diſſolutions, 
Byote, outrage, froward dildaine and 
Upyces to enhaunce in their affections (pzide 
With many vnlefull croked condictons, 
Keaſon auoyding as J rchearſe (hall, 
Them ſelues delityng foz to be beſtiall. 


Two maner folkes to put in remembꝛaunce, 
Ok vyce and vertue to put in a difference: 
The good alway hath let their plealaunce, 
In ver tuous labour to do their diligence, 
And vycious people in ſlouth and negligence, 
Ind the repoꝛt of bothe is reſcrued, 

With laude oz lacke as they haue deſerued, 


Men mult ofryght the vertuous pꝛeferre, 
And truely pꝛayle laboure and bulines: 
Ind agaynwarde diſpꝛapſe folke that erre, 
Whiche haue no iope but in ydlenes. 

And to compare by maner of witnes. 
Uertuous kolke, J will to mynde call, 

In rebukyng of kyng Sardanapall. 


T Yeolde wile called Pitagoꝛzas, 
By ſoũd of hãmers, auctours certifye, 
Example toke, and chefe maſter was 
That founde out muſyke and melody; 
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yet ol Tuball ſome bokes ſpecify, 
That he bi ſtroke of (myths where thei ſtode 
Founde firſt out muſyke tofoze Noes floude. 


Ind Joſephus remembzeth by ſcripture, 
That this Tuball could bee wele, 
Firſt ymagined makyng of armure, 
With inſtrumentes of pꝛon and of tele, 


” Lucius Tarquyn in ſtoꝛy as J finde, 


| 


Founde chapnes fyz(t folke to fetter & binde. 


| Thechildzenof Bett, in tozy ye may le, 


Flouryng in vertue bylonge ſucceſſions, 
Foz to do p2okite to their poſteritie, 


Ind firſt the craft of heauenly mocions, 


Founde of ſundꝛy ſtarres the reuolucions, 
Bequeth their cunnyng of great aduauntage, 


To them that after came of their linage. 


= Foztheir vertue god gaue them great cũnyng 


Touching natures both of earthand heauen; 
And it remembꝛed ſothly by wzityng, 

To laſten aye foz water oꝛ fo2 leuen. 
Generations there were of them ſeuen, 
Whiche foꝛ vertue wout warre oz ſtrife, 


Trauevled in cänyng, durynge all their life, 


Ind foz that Adam did p2opheey, 


> Twile the wozld deſtroyed Gould be, 
With water ones, and ande in ieopardp, 


Next with fire, whiche no man might flee: 


But Seths childꝛen that all this did ſee, 


Made two pyilers where men might graue, 


Ftom fire and water the charects foz to ſaue. 


That one was made of tyles harde ybake, 
Fto touche of fire to ſaue the ſcripture: 


Of harde marble they did another make, 
Againſt water ſtrongly to endure, 

To ſaue of letters the pꝛynt and the figure, 
Foz their cunnpng afoze gan ſo pꝛouide, 
Igapyne fire a water perpetually to abyde, 


They dempt their cunnyng had ben in veyne, 
But folke with them had ben partable, 

Ind foz their laboure ould after be ſeyne, 
They it remembzed by wzytyng full notable, 
Ind tofoze god a thing full commendable, 
To them that folow by ſcripture and wzityng 
Oz that men dye depart their cunnyng. 


Fo2 by olde time folke diners craftes founde, 
In ſundzy wile fox occupation, 


Leaf.lt, 


Vertue to cheriche, byces to tonfounde, 
Their witte they ſet and their entencicn, 
To put their laboure in execution. 

And to outrage, this is very trouth, 

Fro mannes life negligence and flouth, | 


Olde Enoke full famous of bertue 

Duryng the age, founde firſt of euerichone 
Th2ough his pzudence,letters of Hebzue, 
Ind in a pill er they were kept of ſtone, 

Till that the floude of Noe was gone: 
Andafter him Cam was the ſeconde, 

By whom mo of Hebzue letters was founde, 


Ind Cathaeriſmus the firſt was that fande, 
Letters alſo, as of that langage, 
Butletters wzitten by Gods owne hande, 
Moles firſt toke, moſte bꝛight of his vyſage, 
Upon Spyna as he helde his paſſage. 
LOhiche of carectes and names in ſentence, 
From other wzityng had a difference, 


Eke afterward as other bokes tell, 

Ind ſaint Hierome rehearleth in his ſtyle, 
Under the empyꝛe of 3020babell, 

Eldꝛas of Hebꝛue gan letters firſt compyle; 
And Abꝛaham long erſt a great while 

The firſt was in bokes men may ſe, 

That found letters of Ciria and Calde, 


J (ys in Egypt founde djuerſitie 

Ok lundꝛp letters parted into twaine, 
Firſt foꝛ pꝛieſtes and foꝛ the comontie, 
Vulgar letters che did alſo ozdayne, 

Ind Fenices did their buſy payne 

Letters of Greke to finde in their entent, 
Whiche that Cadmus firſt into Grece lent. 


Whiche in number fully were leuentene. 
Whan of Troy ended was the battayle, 
Pallamides their langage toſuſtene, 
Put thze therto whiche greatly did auaple. 
Pitagozas foꝛ pꝛudent gouernaile, 
Founde firſt out y, a figure to diſcerne, 
The life here ſhoꝛt & the life that is eterne. 


Firſt latin letters ot our a.b.e. 

Carmentes founde of full high pzndence, 

Great Omerus in Jſidoz ye map ſee, 

Founde amonge Grekes craft of eloquence: 

Firſt in Rome by fouerayne ercellence, 

Of Rethozyke Tullius founde the lonres, 

Plea and defence of ſubtill ozatours, Cal 
allp⸗ 
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The ſetonde boke 


Callicrates a grauer moſt notable, 

Ot white puoꝛe did his bulines, 

Dis hande, his eye, ſo tuſt were and ſo ſtable, 
Ol qu ampt to graue out the likenes, 

Upon the ground as nature doth him dꝛeſſe. 
This craft he founde,as Sardanapall 

F ounde ydlenes mother of vyces all, 


Ofalcrineyn Bochas maketh mencion, 
How in a lcrowe of little quantitye, 

YOuore of all Troy the deſtruction, 
Folowyng Omerus by great lubtiltye, 
Whiche is had among grekes in great daintie 
Becauſe he was founde in his w2ttyng, 

So compendious the ſtoꝛy rehearlyng. 


Archimides made a chare alſo, 

And a mall chyp with all the apparayle, 
So that a Bee might clole them both two 
Under his wings, which is a great maruaile 
And notging ſene ok all the whole entayle. 
This craf: he founde of vertuous bulines, 
To eſchne the vyce of froward ydlenes. 


7231 god of kynde with his pypes leuen 

Okt recoꝛders, founde firſt the melodyes 

Of Mercury that (it lo hye in heauen, 

Firit in his harpe founde lugred armonies. 
Holſom wines thꝛough fined from their lyes 
Bacchus kounde firit on vines heauy lade, 
Licour of lycours, courages fo2 to glade. 


Perdyr by compas founde tryangle #lyne, 
Ind Euciyd firſt founde Geometrye: 

And Zhebus founde the craft of medicine, 
I{bumaſar founde aſtronomp, 

Ind Mynerua gan chares firſt to aye, 
Jaſon firſt ſayled,in ſtoꝛy it is tolde, 
Toward Colchos to winne the flece of gold, 


Ceres the goddeſle founde firſt tylth of londe, 
Dtonyſius triumphes tranſitoꝛp: 

And Bellona by foꝛce firſt out fonde, 
Conqueſt by knighthode,# in the field victozy 
And Martis ſonne as put is in memozy, 
Called Etholus founde ſperes Charpe # kene, 
Torunne in warre in plates bꝛyght a hene, 


Eke Ariſtens founde out the blage 

Ok mylke and cruddes, and of hony ſote, 
Piroydes fo2 great aduauntage 

Fro flyntes ſmote fy2e daryng in the rote. 
And Pallas whiche p may to colde do bote 
Founde out weauyng this is very lothe, 


Though her pzudence of all maner clothe, 


Ind Fido founde firſt out the ſcience 

Ok mealures and of pzopozcions, 

And foz marchauntes did his diligence 

To kinde balaunces by iuſt diuiſions, 

To auoyde all fraude in cities and in townes, 
On nouther party, plapuly to comppie, 

Ok true weyght that there were no gyle. 


Compare in o2der clerely all theſe thinges, 
Founde of olde tyme by diligent trauaple, 
To the plealaunce of pzynces and kynges, 
To ſhewe how much cunnyng may auaple: 
Ind wey againwarde ß froward aquitayle, 
Contrariouſty how Sardanapall, 
Founde ydlenes mother of vyces all, 


Let pꝛinces all hereof take hede, 

What auayleth bertuous buſines: 

Ind what damage the reuerſe dothe in dede, 
Upyctous life, ſlouthe, and ydlenes. 

Ind theſe examples let them eke empꝛeſſe 
Amd their harte, and howe Sardanapall, 
Founde pdlenes, mother of vyces all. 


CLenuoy, 


7) Oble p2pnces here ye may well ſe, 

As in a myꝛrour of full clere eutdence, 
By many examples moꝛe than two o2 thꝛe, 
What harme foloweth of louth + negligence 
Depe impꝛintyng in your aduertence, 

How great hindꝛing doth wilful frowardnes 
To pour eſtate thzough vycyous ydlenes, 


Whan reaſon fayleth, and ſenſualitye 
Yoldeth the bꝛydle of lecherous inſolente, 
Ind ſobernes hath loſt his libertie, 

And to falſe luſt is done the reuerence: 

And vyce of vertue hath an apparence, 
Milleadeth pzynces of wilfull retchleſneg, 
To great errour of froward ydlenes, 


¶ The. xvi. Chapter, 


Chow Imaz ias in Juda king,foz pꝛide 
and pꝛeſumption was vainquiched 
in battaile, and after 
flayne, 


N his ſtudy as Bochas ſate muſyng, 
With many an vncouth ſolemne fantaſy, 
TC To him appeared many a mighty 1 
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of John Bochas 


And tofoz2e all came wozthy Amazie: 
His ſonne alſo that called was Ozie, 
Of Dauids bloud diſcended as J rede, 
Eche after other in Juda to ſuctede. 


Firſt Jmazias complayned on foztune 
Cauſing his greuous great aduerlities, 

(The traytozeſſe called in commune, 

Thele kinges twayne caſtyng fro their ſees: 
Whoſe ouerturnyng from their digmties; 
Unware fallyng,dzeadfull and terrible, 
Ben ceriouſly remembzed in the bible, 


Their endemen may there reade and ſe, 
How foztune their fates did entrete: 
Wherkoꝛe to eſchue and flye pꝛolixitie 

Ok tedious thing, in this pꝛoceſſe to lete, 
And in ſubſtaunce to gleane out the grete 
Of their kallyng, J purpoſe not to ſpare, 
Compendiouſly the cauſes todeclare, 


This Amazias hauyng gouernaunce 

By iuſt tytle ofſucceſſion, p 8 
The ſcepter of Juda w all whole puiſſaũte 
Full peaſably helde in his poſſeſſton: 

Tyll that pꝛyde and falle pꝛeſumption, 
Moſt frowardly did his hart embzace, 
Whiche all at ones made him loſe his grace, 


In hart he had a maner vayne glozy, 
Beraule that god made him to pzeuayle 
Jn his conqueſt, and to haue victozy 
Imalechites to vaynqupche in battayle, 
Eke Gabanites as he them did aſſayle; 
5015 J after ik he miggt, 

Dith Ilraelites of pꝛyde foz to fight. 


Unto kyng Joas of Jſraell he ſent 

Him comaundyng to obey his byddynge, 
And be like ſubiecte as were in their entent 
Dis p2edeceſſours in all maner thing, 
Whilom to Dauid the noble wozthy kyng, 
This was his ſonde to Joas plat #playne, 
Whyiche by a pzoble thus wꝛote to him agayn. 


THe vgly thi ſtle of the vales lowe, 
Pꝛoudly pꝛeſumyng aboue his degre, 

To make hys pꝛyde openly be knowe, 

Sent hys meſſage to the Cedꝛe tre, 

That his ſonne might wedded be 

To his daughter, althoughe in ſubſtaunce 

At wene them two was a great diſcozdaunce 


But of the foꝛeſt the beaſtes lauagyne 

In their courages had therof diſdeyne, 

All of aſſent fyerſely dyd enclyne, 

The thyſtle leaues abzode vpon the pleyne: 
That there was nether leafe noꝛ pꝛicke leyne 
(This was the pꝛoblẽ which J oas by toziting 
Sent in a piſtle to Amaʒ ie the king, 


But Joſephus in his ozigynall, 

The layd epiſtle as he doth expꝛeſſe 
Sapth of the vale how the pouder {mall 
Ot pzyde lent to the hygh Cypzeſſe, 

(That his daughter of excellent fayzeneg, 
Untohis ſonne playnely todiſcryue, 
Wygyht be delinered and haue her to wyuez 


But a fel beaſt which beſide ſtode, 

Dfcruell yze andindignacion, | 
With fete diſdaynyng þpouder caſt abode, 
Yygh in the ayꝛe about him enuyzon: 

The whyche enlample concepued of reaſon 
Who that attempteth to clymbehygh aloft, 
With vnware chaunge his fall is fall vnſofk, 


Atwene the Cedꝛe of trees ſo royal, 

And a ſharpe thyſtle is no conuentence: 

Nox twene a cypꝛeſſe eſtately founde at all, 
And lothlome pouder is a great difference, 
Foz ropall bloud Gould haue no aſſiſtence 
To be ioyned noꝛ knyt in mariage, | 
With luch as bẽ bzought fozth of low parage 


The Cedze is ſtronge #mighty of ſubſtaũce, 
In his vpgrowynge ryght as any lyne: 

And tho the thyſtle haue ſpottes of pleaſaũce, 
He hath eke pzyckes (mall as any ſpyne, 

Ind bothe natures playnly to termine, 

The Cedꝛe of kynde who loketh well about, 
To no thyſtle ſhould his bzaunches loute, 


Holeſome of odoure is the faire Cypzeſſe, 

As bokes tell and vertuous of kynde: 

Duſt and pouder playnly to erpzeſſe, | 
Troubleth the ayze and maketh folkes blynd 
Foz whiche in ſpoulaple cõuenient to fynde, 
Let eſtates of their byzthe honourable, 
Uoyde al raſcaly and wedde their ſemblable 


But Amazias woulde not beware 

Foz no warnyng noz foz no pzophecy, 

But ſtyll in hart great hatted bare 

Igayne kyng Joas,ofmalyce andenuy, 

Intoa felde bzought all his chyualry, 
A. i. Gadꝛed 


Gadꝛed them out bothe nere and farre, 
Apenſt gods will on him to gyn a warre. 


Ind king Joas full like a wozthy knyght, 
Jntathe felde faſt gan him ſpede: 

Fad all the knyghtes of Juda anone ryght, 
With ſtroke of vengeaunce wa ſodain dzede, 
To bid them ſtye god wot it was no nede: 
And Imaztias foz all his great pzyde, 
Stode deſtitute, and no man by his lyde. 


With him was none lelt of all his meynie, 
So god and Joas agaynſt him wzought: 
Ok Jerulalem entred the citpe, 

And Amazie of fozce with him he bꝛought. 
And in the temple the trealure out he (ought, 
Golde and liluer and wholp their riches, 
And to Samaria home he gan him dzeſle, 


And Amazias he let out of pꝛyſon 

After all this, and (uffred him go fre, 

To his milchefe and his conkulion, 
And he was deliuered from his captiuit ie: 
Fox ſlayne he was in Lachis the citye, 
Among his frendes by diſſimulation, 

His death conſppꝛed vnder full falſe treaſon, 


The. xvii. Chapter. 


Show vpon Osias ſucteadyng kyng nexte 
in Juda god toke vengeaunte # (mote 
him with lepzte, 


Fter in Juda the mighty region, 
Next Imaztas Ozias gan ſuccede, 
Wonder manlye and famous of renoun, 


A 
In all his wozkes full pꝛouident in dede: 
And of his knighthode vaiquiſhed as J rede 


The Paleſtines.foꝛ all their great puillaũte, 
With all Imbie he bzought vnto bttraunce. 


Builded townes and many a ſtrong citye, 
Ind vato Egypt he his bondes let, 

Made caſtels beſydes the redde ſee, 

And in his conqueſt whom that euer he met, 
Of manly pꝛyde he woulde let: 

I meane all tho that were his aduerſaries, 
To his lozdyp to make them tributaries, 


He did his labour alſo to repare, 
Jeruſalem after his ruyne, 

The walles reared which on þ ſoyle lap bare 
Made newe towers ryght as any lyne, 
Fanes of golde their turretes to enlumine, 


The ſecond boke 


And to fozce them, let wozkmen vndcrtake, 
Square baſtiles and bulwarkes to make. 


He delited to make freche gardeynes, 
Diuers gtayne and herbes foz to knowe: 
Reioyſed to plante ſundzye vynes, 

To graffe trees and ſedes foz to ſowe. 

And ſtraunge fruits maketh thẽ grow arod 
And w him had his enempes to encumber, 
Thze hundzed thouland manly men in nfiber, 


His noble fame gan to ſpzede wyde, 

Ind greatly dzeade foz his pꝛowes: 
Wherthzough his hart cozrupted with pzide, 
Becaule onely of his great riches, 

And frowardly he did his buſines 

Foz to maligne in eſtate ropall, 

Agapnſt the lozde whiche is immoztall, 


To god aboue he gan ware obſtynate, 
That by pꝛoceſſe tull (mall he did winne: 
Ind ſauour caught in his ropall eſtate, 
To folow his father in vnthzifty ſynne, 
That grace a bertue from him did twoynne, 
Jn moſt ſhinyng of his magnificence, 
Foztune pzoudly aſſayled his excellence. 


Caſt che would within a little while, 

His ſarquedy and frowarde pꝛide aſſaple: 
And full vawarely deceyue him and begple, 
To make his power to appall and fayle: 
Whan that this kyng toke on the apparaple 
Ok a biſhop of very frowardnes, 

Ind tothe temple pzoudly gan him dzeſſe, 


Beyng in purpoſe ona ſolemne day, 

To take his waye vp to the hye alter, 
Falſly vſurpyng whoſoeuer ſayde nay, 

To ſacrifyce holdyng the cenſere, 

Tofoze the alter that Gone of golde ſoclere, 
Foz whiche offence(the bible ſayth the ſame) 
JIzartas the biſhop did him blame. 


Gan withſtand him in the face anone, 
Fourſcoze pꝛieſteg beyng in pzeſence 

Ok the kynred diſcended of Faron, 

Whiche fozbade him and made reſiſtence, 
That with his hande he ould put incence 
Upon the aulter againſt gods lawe, 

Him chargyng boldly his pzeſence to wdꝛaw 


Butofdeſpite hemade them hold their pees, 
In payne of death began them manace: 
And ſodaynly among all the pzces, 
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An earthquaue fill in the lame place, 

Ind ther withall in the kinges face, 

Of the lunne there (mote a beame ſo bzyght; 
That all his face was ſcoꝛched w the light. 


He wared a leper foule and right hozible, 
Foꝛ his offence as god liſt oꝛdapne: 

To euery man ok loke he was terrible, 

And but fewe his miſchieke gan complatne, 
And a great hill þ lame hour carft on twayne 
Not farre aſide from the towne without, 
Cities deſtroping that ſtode rounde about. 


On kyng Ozie god toke this vengeaunce, 
Fo2 all his loꝛdchip and his magnificence, 
To puniche his pꝛide and fro warde puiſſaũce 
And bꝛought him lowe foꝛ his great offence, 
Foꝛ his perſon was put out ok pꝛeſence, 
Perpetually as holy wait can tell, 

Jarre from all people w lepers foz to dwell. 


His fleche was troubled with diuerspaſſiog, 
Foz his lickenes auoyded the citye, 

In crye and ſoꝛowe and lamentacions, 

His life he lad in great aduerſitie: 

And lo he dyed in loꝛowe and pouertie. 
Simply buried foꝛ all his great myght, 
Within an lande that ſtode farre out of light 


¶ The. xviii. Chapter. 


do agaynſt Goddes 
pꝛeceptes. 


Et pzynces all in their pꝛouidente, 
Be right wel ware any thing to attame 
Whiche vnto God ſhould be offence, 
Leſt that the fyne conclude to their hame, 
Let them thinke foz all their noble fame, 
But they repent god of his iuſtice, | 
Their froward pꝛyde vnwarely will chaſt ice 


Let them beware ofmalyce to pzeſume 
I'gaine his churche to do offencton, . 

Foꝛ god of right all tyzantes will conſume, 
In full choʒt tyme foz their pꝛeſumption: 
Whiche will not ſuffer theyz dominacion 
To enterrupt foꝛ all their great myght, 

Noz bꝛeke the fraũches ol holy churche ryght. 


To pꝛudent pzynces whiche tan diſcerne, 
Let kyng Ozias conſidzyng his offence, 
Be in your mynde a my2rour and lanterne, 
To holy churehe to do due renerence, 


of John Bochas. 


¶ In exhoꝛtation to Pꝛynces to be aduiſed to 


FL df. [tit 


Ind conceaue in their magnificence, 
God will of ryght be they neuer ſo ſtrong, 
Chaſtyce theyz malyce though he byde long. 


The. xix. Chapter. 


Hobo kyng Oleas was taken by kyng 
Salmanazer and dyed in 


pꝛyſon. 


Here was another that called was Olee, 
hich whilom raygned as J affirme dare 

In Jſraell, whom foztune by enup, 

Made him be take oz he was ware, 

Belyeged about of kyngSalmanazare: 

And into Aſſirie bnder his daunger, 

The bible telleth he was a pzyſoner, 


His cityes and townes bꝛought to deſtruction 
And all his people vnder longe leruage, 
Were take and kept in ſtronge Babilon, 
Suttred there great payne and domage: 
And in pꝛylon by furious outrage 

This layd Oſeas in chaynes bounde ſoze, 
Foz ſoꝛowe dyed of hym wꝛite J no moꝛe. 


The. xx. Chapter. 
CYHowe Senacheryb kynge of Aſſirie ſlewe 
him ſelfe. 


—_ J th theſe fozſayde wokull kynges 
thzee, 

Senacheryb of Allirye kyng, 
Came to Bochas molt vglye to ſe, 
Full pitcouſly his fate complapnyng: 

And ſpecially hys vn ware chaungyng 

He gan bewayle oppꝛeſſed in his thought, 
From hye nobles how he tame to nought. 


His renowne ſpade thzough many a reme, 
And all people gan hym magnifye: 
A ſiege he layed vnto Jeruſalem, 

In the tyme of kyng Sedechye, 

But in hys moſt frowarde ſurquedy, 

Gods aungell tofoze the citye, 
Anhundzed, M.flough of his meyny; 


And the moze to make hym aferde, 
Ampd of hys people the lelfe ſame nyght 
Gods aungell ſhoue away his berde 
With a charpe lwoꝛde that one full bzyght: 
Left hys liege and toke hym vnto flyght, 
And in a temple hys gods wozHypppuge, 
Slough him lelte as he late knelyng. Sw 
u. 0 


The ſeconde boke 


¶ The.xxi. Chapter, 


Chow king Sedechyas foz falſe foꝛlwea⸗ 
xyng was ſlayne, and made blinde 
in pꝛylon. 


uching p coplaynt of kyng Sedechy 
§ And ok his lozowes rothew þ manere, 
Holy wꝛite doth clerely ſpecify: 

Wherfoze it were but vayne to tell them here, 

Foz there men the pꝛoceſle may playnly lere, 

Yow Joachim kyng of Jerulalem, 

His owne b2other was led out of his reame. 


Wherok in hart he felt full great loꝛe 

This Sedechias as it is there feunde, 
Becauſe the kyng Rabugodonoloꝛ 

His bꝛother helde ſtrong in pzyſon bounde, 
Fully in purpoſe the Jewes to confounde: 
Fo2 this tyꝛant had in that moztall ſtrife, 
His bothers childzen in pꝛylon and his wyke, 


And yet this ty2ant in his tyzanny, 

This fauour did in his fell rage 

Unto this moſt wokull Sedechy, 

To ſuffer him rayne in his great age: 

From pere to yere to pay him a truage 

By fapth and othe, and compolition, | 
Rayſed of his people and bꝛought to Babilon 


Pet Sedechias in elpeciall 

By a maner of kalle kelicitie, 

Hym ſelfe reioyled in his ſee ropall 

To occupy that noble dignitie: 

And ſo foꝛgate the great aduerſitie 

Ok his bꝛother, and other frendes all, 
Touching the miſcheke that they boere in fall. 


Ok pꝛyde he fell tntopzeſumption, 

Whan heremebzed his bzother & his lynage, 
Conlidered how fro kyng Salomon 

He was diltended by title ofhetitage, 

Gan dildayne to pay his truage, 

And to maligne in hart he was ſo wꝛothe, 
And fallly bzake his aſſuraunte and his othe. 


He had a maner indignacton, 

Whiche ye caught of olde remembzaunce 
How tyme paſſed to kyng Salomon 

By hys manly pꝛudent gouernaunce, 
Ringes about foꝛ a recognilaunce 

Payed trybute, and durſt it not wythſay, 
Fro pere to pere his nobles to obap. 


Whiche thing remembꝛed of kyng Scdechie, 
A's he wext great a ſtronge in putiſaunce, 
Ok hye dildayne his tribute gan denye, 

Set alide his fayth and aſſuraunce, 

So that his othe ſtode in no ſubſtaunce: 

Foz he agaynſt the kyng of Babilon, 
Pzeſumptuouſly fyll in rebellion. 


And his kyngdome to ſtrength and foztify, 
Thought he woulde to his aduauntage 
The kyng of Egypt haue on his party: 

Ok pꝛpde he fell into ſo great outrage 
That he no moꝛe woulde pay his truage, 
But fynally ſuche wayes he hath ſought, 
That of his othe little he ne rought. 


But wo alas it is a dolefull thing 

To beremembzed in hye oz lowe degre, 
That any pꝛynce oꝛ any wozthy kyng 
Should falſe his othe oz vntrue be, 

Oz that men hould (uche variaunce ſe 

In their courages whiche ben ſo hye bozne, 
Foz any cauſe falſiy to be foꝛſwoꝛne. 


By repozte it dothe their fame trouble, 
Infoꝛtuneth and clipſeth their nobles, 
Whan a pꝛince is of his heſte double, 

And chargeth not of wilfull rechleſnes, 

Al be his pꝛomiſſe conclude on doublenes, 
Though god awhile ſuffer them and reſpite, 
At vnlet houre their falſenes he will quyte, 


His warnyng oft he ſent to them afoze 
Becauſe they lackt pꝛudent policy, 
Kecozde J take of Nabugodonoſoz, 
Whiche came vnware on kyng Sedechye, 
Fozhe his tribute gan falſely him denye: 
With all his power as it did abzayed, 

To Jeruſalem a mighty ſiege layed, 


They within conſtrapned were of nede 

(The kyng him ſelk, there was no better defece 
With mans fleſhe his people foꝛ to fede, 
While the Caldeys by mighty vpolente 

Ok very fozce without reliſtence, 

On falſe foꝛſwearyng foz to take wꝛeke, 
(Their mighty towers a their walles bꝛeke. 


To ſlea and kyll they liſt none to ſpare, 
Who ſoeuer they met oꝛ tame in their light: 
Sedechias left the towne all bare. 
But take he was as he him tote to flyght, 
1 chaynes bounde and fettred anone ryght, 
n whole pꝛelẽte tencreale his paincs 3 
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His yonge childzen were llayne euerichone. 


His wyues molt wokull in their cheres, 

Whiche in their tyme goodly were and fayze, 

Deliuered were in handes of ſtraungeres, 

And moꝛe, alas, to put him in diſpayze, 

Into his kyngdome neuer to haue repay2e, 
ith <arpe tonges it was to great a payne 

Out of his head was rent his eyen twayne. 


Of Jerulalem his citye was bꝛent, 

Plapne to the grounde into aſhes dede. 

His great riches his treaſour wholy lent 
To Babilon, with ones blewe and rede, 
Ueſſels of golde whiche richeſt were in dede, 
Without mercy oz remiſſion, 

Caldeis toke to their poſſeſſion, 


Ind thus in ſoꝛowe and in wꝛetchednes 
He dped alas fettred in pzyſon, 

Lo here the ende of periury and falſenes, 
Lo how kfoꝛtune can turne vp lo doun 

Ok moztall men the condicion: 

Now richeſt chynyng in hye pꝛolperitie, 
With vn ware chaũge to hatefull pouertie. 


Now men lift vp to ropall dignities, 

Now hye aloft by fulſum aboundaunce, 
But what auapleth tolyt in royall ſees, 

To folke that haue therin none aſſuraunce? 
Namely whan foztune holdeth the balaunce, 
Whiche aye of cuſtome vnto hye eſtates, 
Hatha falſe toy to ewe her checkmates, 


Recoꝛde J take of pꝛynces moꝛe then one, 
Their wokull fates hangyng in ieopardy, 
Remembzed late, and amonge eche one 

The wofull fall ofkyng Amazie: | 
His lonne etze lepꝛe whiche called was Ozie, 
And laſt of all how in Babylon, 

Kyng Sedechias dyed in pzyſon, 


CLenuoy, 


Oble pꝛynces conſider the fallas 

Ok koꝛtunes frowarde ftattery, 

O. Dith her dilceits in many diuers caas 
How che firſt mocked manly Amazy, 

W hiche ſlayne was foꝛ his ſurquedy, 

To yeue you warning by exãple ye may tede 
Wha pe lit hygheſt your fall is moit to dꝛede. 


And as it is remembꝛed in Bochas, 
Ege in the Bible, ol king O zie, 


of John Bothas 


Teal. liui. 


In his time how famous that he was 
Bothe of ryches and of chyualry, 

Puniched with lepꝛe bokes ſpecify, 

Foz his pꝛeſuming, remẽbꝛyng this in dede 
Whan ye (yt higheſt your fall is moſt to dꝛede 


Ill woꝛldly gloꝛy flyeth hence a pas 

J take wytnes of kyng Sedechpe, 

Foz falle foꝛlweryng he ſlayne was, alas, 
Made blynde in pzyſon the ſtoꝛy can not lpe: 
Thus ſheweth foꝛtune th2ough her frowarde 
To vou pꝛynces if ve liſt take hebe, (enuy 
Wha ye lit hyeſt pour fal is moſt to dꝛede. 


¶ The. xxii. Chapter, 
how kyng Jfſttages laboured to dicherite 
Cyꝛus, but god ſuffred his malice 
nat to pꝛeuaple. 


A Fter theſe kinges one folowed in þ pꝛees 
And to Bochas his coplatut can diſcure, 
He was called the great Iſtiages, 

Whiche tolde in oꝛder his vncouth auenture: 
Loꝛde of Aſpe, as bokes vs allure, 

And had of treaſure duryng all his life, 
Aboue all kynges a pzerogatyfe, 


Moſt foztunate in all his gotternaple, 
Felt of foztunenone aduerſitie, 
Saue an heyze male nothing did him fafle; 
Foz he moſt gloziouſly ſate in his ſe, 

Ok woꝛldly wealth he lacked no plente, 
Except onely as clarkes on him wzyte, 
He had noſonne his kyngdome to enherite. 


Whiche to his wealthe was great diſtres, 
Leaſt lucceſſion fayled in his lyne: 

A daughter had he called Mundanes, 
Out ot whole wombe as bokes deterinyne, 
He dꝛeampt on a nyght howe he (awe a vyne, 
In his auyſyon with him ſoit ſtode, 

Ouer all Aſye his bzaunches ſpꝛed abꝛode. 


He had alſo a reuelation 

Slepyng a nyght after his ſoupere, 
Though he not knewe the erpoſicton, 

De thought he ſawea criſtallyn tyuere, 
With iuſtye waters as any Beryll clere, 
Out ofher wombe with his ſtremes freſh; 
The loyle of Aſye make tender and neche. 


Q ouchyng this riuer and this luſty vyne, 
To hym chewed in his auyſion, 
Within him ſelfe he coulde not termyne 

K. iii. Therof 


Therok to finde no clere cõcluſion: 
Without ſome maner expolicion, 

To him declared by folkes in ſentence, 
Whiche of ſuche dꝛeames had experience, 


To him he called his aſtronomers, 

His phylolophers, and his deuynours, 

That knew the meanyng of the nine ſpheres, 
Images ok ſtars, their houſes & their towers 
And luch as were expert erpoſitours: 

And they were allembled euerychone, 
Touching his dzeme they co2ded all in one. 


To tell him trouth they were not retchles, 
Sad his daughter fro who there came a vine 
She that by name was called Mundanes, 
Should haue diſcendyng from her lyne, 
Whoſe noble fame thꝛough Alia ould ſhine: 
Whiche ould put thzough his renoun, 

Him by fozce ot armes out ot his region. 


This was his fate he might it not refule, 
The heauenly cours but it did fayle: 
Wherupon heſo2e gan to mule, 

Suche kantalies did his hart aſſayle, 
Fill in great doubt of their diupnaple, 
Thought he woulde make purueyaunce, 
Foz to withſtande gods ozdinaunce, 


Full harde it is to make reliſtence 
Again thig oꝛdeined whe god will that it be, 
And namely there where as inffuence, 

Ok heauen aboue hath Cape a deſtiny. 
Some men reco2d that no man may it lle, 
The dome of this where it holde oz flyt, 

To aſtronomers all wholy J commit. 


This ſayde kynge of whom J (pake but late, 
Caſt he woulde foz his aduauntage 

The oꝛdinaunce reuerſe, and the fate, 

Of the heauen with all the lurpluſage: 

And yeue his daughter as in mariage, 

To ſum vnwoꝛthy poze infoꝛtunate, 

That neuer were likely to riſe to hie eſtate; 


And in this wile kyng Aſtpages 

Maried his daughter as in his entent, 

To one vnwozthy called Cambyſes; 
Demyng therby by hozt auiſement, 

Within him lelfe that he was ryght pꝛudent: 
Wening » nobles came by diſcent of bloude, 
Ind not by grace,noz as the heauen ſtode, 


In his reaſon was not compꝛehended, 


The ſecond boke 


How Sotrates maſter of Platon, 

Olk full low bed by birthe was dilcended, 
Ind not to enherite kingdome noz regyon: 
But foz to haue fully poſſeſſion 

Ok mozall vertue and philoſophy, 
Duryng his life his witte he did apply. 


Ye ſought countreys foꝛ wiſdome and ſcience 
Ind ſecrete cũnyng to lerche he did his payne: 
And he founde out through his diligence, 
This philoſopher as bokes aſſertapne, 

To iope reſerued outher to payne, 

By grace of god whiche is eternal, 

How mens loules be founde aye immoztall, 


The great Appollo in bokes it is founde, 
Gaue iudgement of equitie and ryght 

That Socrates in vertue moſt habounde, 
Ind moſt pꝛeferred in euery mans ſight, 
Was called of wiſdome the lanterne and light 
Ind wiſeſt named at euen and at pzime, 

Ok philoſophers that were in his tyme, 


The poete alſo called Euripedes, 

Moſt honourable named in that age, 

All be his mother of lyfe was retchles, 
And contagious through vycious outrage, 
Pet was this pocte foꝛ all his vyle lynage, 
Moſt vertuous founde at all aſſayes, 

Ok all poetes that were in his days, 


Called in his tyme a great tragician, 
Bicaule he wzote many tragedyes: 

Ind woulde oftrouth (pareno maner man, 
But them rebuke in his poetries, 

Touching the vices of fleſhly fantaſies, 
Coplayn in pꝛinces theyz dedes molt hozrible 
And eche thyng punythe that was odible, 


Another called clarke Domoſthenes, 

The molt (ubtyll rethozictan, 

And moſt inuentyfe among all the pꝛees, 
That euer was lythe the woꝛlde began: 

Al be of byzth he was apoze man, 

Pet had he molt louerayne excellence, 
Among philoſophers of ſpeach and eloquence 


By whiche example me lemeth doubtles, 
That royall bloude noꝛ hye lynage 

To mens byzthe peueth but (mall encres, 
Noz vnto vertue but little auauntage: 

Foꝛ hye nobles taketh not his courage 

Ok riche, noꝛ poze,noz ſtates louerayne, 
But ok his grace as god liſt ozdayne. 
Wherkoze 


* * n 0 


of John Bochas, 


Wherefoze of folp kynge Altiages 
Contrarioully agayne al gentry, 

Bad that his doughter called Mundanes, 
Fyꝛſt whan folke wyth chylde her dyd eſpy, 
Foꝛ to accomplythe his froward fantaſy, 
Whan it was bozne charging aboue althing, 
Of Archanie to beare it to the kynge 


Whych in that tyme was called Harpagug, 
And as J fynd he dyd in vertue floure: 

Ind ſpyte had, the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 

That beaſtes ſhoulde the litel childe deuour: 
But god that may in miſchefe beſt locoure, 
(To kepe the chyld was not recheles, 
Agaynſt the malice of kynge Aſtpages, 


Which had commaãded of malice #hatred, 
Howe that this chylde grene a tendꝛe of age, 
By Yarpagus qhoulde be caſt in dede, 

To be deaoured of beaſtes moſt ſauage: 

But foz he dꝛede to do ſo great outrage, 

To his chepeherde, himſelke to ſtand at large, 
The chylde to lee he fully yaue the charge. 


This heerdman al be that he was loth 

To execute this woful auenture, 

In to a foꝛeſt fozth wyth the chylde he goeth, 
Ind gaue to beaſtes that litle creature: 
Whom to foſter by grace agaynſt nature, 

A wylde bytche her whelpes there fozſoke , 
And to her pappes the litel childe che toke. 


And W her mylke che made hym ſupand dine, 
Ind buſy was foꝛ hym to enchace 

LOyld foules, and beaſtes lauagyne, 

That none ne durſt nyghe to that place: 

Lo, how that god diſpoſe can his grace, 
Jnnocentes kro milchefe to pzeſerue, (ſterue. 
Agapne falſe enuy whych would make them 


O blode bnkynde founde in kynred, 

Fo2 couetiſe O blode diſnatural, 

Of falſe malyce O blode ful ofhatred, 

To murdꝛe a chyld bozne of the ſtocke royal: 
Where mannes reaſon is turned beaſtiall, 
Falſy tranſfourmed vnto cruelte, 

To llee a chylde, where beaſtes haue pyte. 


The ſely herde hath tolde his wyfe the cale, 
Ind che anone of pitye dyd aryle: 

With her huſbande went a ful great pale, 

In to the fozeſt,beholdyng al the ayſe, 

Is here tofoꝛe pe haue herde deuyle, 

Seyng the chylde with lippes tendꝛe # ſofte, 


Leaf.lv 
(The bytches pappes how he lokte ful ofte, 


The layd heerde called Sparagos, 

His wyle allo of whom totoze J tolde, 
This yong childe toke in their depoſe: 
Ind in her armes the ſoftly gan it folde, 
And he ful goodly her face gan beholde. 
And on his maner the ſame whyle, 

In chyldly wyſe on her gan tolmple. 


The childes laughter whan che dyd aduert, 
With al her hole faythful diligence 

Ohe gan to cheriſhe it, wyth al her herte 
She paue it loke with ful great reuerence, 
All be the bytche made reſiſtence, 
Complayninge ſtode fully at a bay, 

The lytel chylde whan the ſawe led away, 


Tul pitiouſly che gan to houle and crye, 
At their departynge,dolefully complayne: 
And after them ful faſt gan tohye, 

The childe to let Che felt lo great a payne. 
Lo,howe that god of mercy can oꝛdayne, 
A cruel beaſt ſuch loꝛowe foꝛ to make, 
Ind ſo to mourne foz a chyldes ſake, 


But euery thyng 5 god wyll haue pzeſerued, 
May not fayle to ſtand in ſikerneſſe, 

His lecrete domes ben to hym lelfe reſerued 
There can no man expowne the as J geſſe: 
Fo he hope fyzſt that this cheperdeſſe 

Df Sparagos the true poze wyke, 

Foz to be meane to ſaue the childes lyfe. 


Home to herhoule the childe the led anone, 
And it to foſtre dyd her buſines: 

Ok other ſalary god wote knewe the none, 
Saue that ber hert thereto dyd her dꝛeſſe. 
And moze entierly 8̊ ſtoꝛy beareth wytneſle 
She tendꝛed hun, à wyth moze buly cure, 
Than him Þ was her cyylde boꝛne ok nature. 


And as the ſtoꝛy plainly doth expꝛeſſe, 
This yonge cyylde as he wert in age, 
Fro day to day encreaſed in nobleſſe, 
Lykefoz to be ryght manly of cozage: 
Cyꝛus he was called in that langage, 
To lay in latyn playnly in ſubſtaunce, 
A man ybozne to great enheritaunce, 


And whan the renowne of his excellence, 
By longe pꝛoceſſe ⁊ of hys great encres, 
Came by repoꝛte vnto the audience 

Ok his ayel the great Iſtiages, 


K. illi, And 


The ſeconde boke 


And how the kyng was found rechles 
Called Harpagus, foꝛ to do vengeaunce 
On yong Citrus, he fyll in dilplelaunce. 


This is to meane Aſtiages was wꝛoth 
That Harpagus was founde merciable 
Cyꝛus to ſaue, and foꝛ that he was lothe 
Agaynſt all ryght foꝛ to be vengeable: 

To llee a chylde a thyng not commendable, 
Demyng of trouth in his conlcience, 

God was not payed to murdze innocence. 


Iſtiages caſt hym to be w2cke 

On Yarpagus by falle colluſion, 
Becaule that his bidding he did bzeke, 
Ind was contrary to his entencion 
Cyꝛus to llee agayne all reaſon: 

Ind foꝛ that cauſe Aſtiages J rede, 

Of Harpagus let lley the chylde in dede. 


This is to ſap by falſe compaſſyng, 

And couert murder w2ought by Iſttages, 
The ſonne was llayne of Harpagus the king 
Ind after roſted, alas, ful cauſcles, 

And (yth pzeſented amonge all the pꝛees 
Tokoꝛe his father, a thynge moſt lamctable, 
With Aſtiages as he late at the table, 


But whan this kyng called Yarpagus, 
Coutepued hath this murdze moſt terrible, 
And howe his ſonne a heire was llaine thus, 
In his ire moſt furious and odible 

In al the haſt that it was poſſtble 

He is repayzed home to his houlholde, 

And al the cale to Cyꝛus he hath tolde. 


Ind how his lonne was ſlayne foz his lake, 
In the moſt hateful odious cruelte. 
Exciting him with him to vidertake 

On this falſe murdꝛe auenged foz to be, 
To him declaringe of trouth # equite, 
Howe he was boꝛne by diſcent in dede, 

As ryght heire to reigne in Perce # Mede. 


To him declaryng the ſtoꝛy by and by 
Firſt of the dꝛeme of Aſtiages/, 
And howe that he by fraude ful falſly 
Made his doughter called Wundanes, 
Bob to be wedded vnto Cambiles, 

ich was his mother, a how in ted2e age 
He was out caſt to beaſtes ful ſauage, 


By a ſhepherde and cheperdeſſe 
Foſtred he was in great pouerte, 


Ind bꝛought from beaſtes out of wylderneg, 
Bycauſe god woulde he laued $ould be: 
Foz thiltze lozde which euery thynge may le, 
WWhan that he hath a thyng afoze diſpoſed 
Nedes it muſt fal # map not be depoled. 


This (aid Cirus at his natiuite, 

Oꝛdeyned was by reuolucion 

Ok the heuenly lpheres in numbꝛe thꝛiſe thꝛe, 
So ſtode that tyme his conſtellacton, 

That he Goulde haue the dominacion, 

Ouer al Iſpe by influence deupne, 

Ifoze fygured by ſpꝛedyng of the vyne. 


What may þ fraude of flexghty folke auayle. 
Janocentes to put out of their ryght: 
Though trouth be hyd amonges the poraile 
Hardeb2ought foꝛth # dare noz chewe lyghte, 
Pet god wyl oꝛdayne that the beames bꝛyght 
Shal ſome one day chewe out his clerenes, 
Maugre al tho that wold his title oppꝛeſſe. 


Foꝛ this Cirus as clerkes ofhim waite, 
Was by the tytle of his mothers ſyde, 
Boꝛne to be kyng al Aſye to enherite, 

Al be his ayel from him woulde it deuide: 
But god that can foz trouth beſt pzouide, 
Bath foꝛ Cirus by pꝛoceſſe ſo oꝛdayned, 
That he ol Jſye the loꝛdſhip hath attained, 


Citrus 5 time was growen bp wel oflength, 
Wel pꝛopoꝛcioned of membꝛes a ſtature, 
Wonder deliuer # paſſynge of great ſtrength, 
Straunge empꝛiles pꝛoudly to endure, 

Ind to ieoparte and put in auenture 

His owne perſon, the fame was of hym ſo, 
Was none moze lykely where men had ado, 


Ind by the counſayleof kyng Harpagus, 
Whan this Cirus was wel wore in age, 
With Perciens pzoude and ſurquedous, 
Ind Archanites cruel of coꝛage, 

Foz to recure his ryghtful heritage, 
Began w Cyꝛus armed wyth plate a mayle 
Wyth Aſtiages to holde batayle, 


And he agaynewarde gan to take hede, 

And with him toke many a wozthy knyght, 
With al the puiſſaunce of the land of Mede, 
Hath take the felde the lame day fozth righte, 
To dicherite Cyꝛus of his ryght: 

But god #trouth was atwene thẽ twayne 
Egal iuge, their quarel to darayne, 


The 


of John Bothas 


The felde oꝛdapned # ſplated their baneres, 
On eyther party fut pꝛoudly on they ſet: 

At thaſſemblyng lyke lyons of their cheres, 
In the fate as they frechly met 

With round ſpeares ſharpe groũde # whet 
Tyl þ Cirus of grace moze thannombze, 
Of his ayel the party dyd encombze, 


This mighty Cirus this yonge champion, 
CThꝛoughout þ felde gan ſuch laughter make 
With his knightes as he went vp à downe, 
That as the deth, his fomen hym fozſake: 
Aſtiages vnder his baner take, 

The felde vẽquiched foz al his veynglozye, 
To ſhewe that right hath alway the victozy , 


A man of malice may a thyng purpoſe 
By a maner frowarde pꝛouidence, 


But god aboue can graciouſly diſpoſe 


Agapneſuch malice, to make reſiſtence, 


Men foz a while may ſuffer violence, 
And wꝛonges great, where ſo þthey wende, 
But trouth alway venquicheth at the ende. 


Attages foũde ful ſothhis dzeame, 
= Though he agayne it made puruepaunte, 
To haue depziued Cirus ofhis reame, 


He ewas diſceyued ok his oꝛdinaunce: 


Foz where that god thzough his puilaunce 


L pſt fo2 heires iuſtly to pzouyde, 
Sleyght of man in luch caſe is ſet aſide, 


Maugre the myght of Aſtiages, 

Cyꝛus on hym madea diſcomfiture, 

And al Alye reioyſed eke in pees, 

2 Of very right as was his aduenture: 
And bp iuſt title he dyd alſo recure 

CTye land of Mede, lyke as was his fate, 
And in to Perce he dyd it hole tranſlate, 


Agayne his ayel he was not vengeable, 
Which had wzought to his diſtruction: 
But was to him benygne and merciable, 
And —— hym of hole affection 

The fourth part of the region | 
Of Xrchany,of whych atoze J tolde, 
Dym to ſuſtayne in his dayes olde, 


Foz kyng Cyrus would not inhts lyue 
Suffre his apel, ok very gentylnes, 

That men chould him finally depꝛiue 

Of kingly honour, foꝛ none vnkindnes: 

To peue enlample to pzinces in ſothnes, 
Though god in erth haue peuen the myght, 


Taf. vi 
They Goulde aye mercy medle w the righte. 
C Lennoye, 


Oble pꝛinces your eares do encline 
(855 conlidꝛe in pour diſcrecions, 
Howe dꝛeames chewed by influence 
deupne, 
Be not lyke (weuenes, but lyke auyſions, 
Oz reſemble to reuelactons : 
Which though me wold diſturbe a make faile 
God woyl not lutter their malice to pꝛeuaple, 


Aſtiages dempt he ſawe a vyne 

Shewed of trouth and none illuſions, 
From his doughters wombe ryght as lyne 
Opꝛed in Alpe ouer the regions, 

But to diſhertte by falſe colluſyons 

Pong Citrus the kynge dyd his trauaile, 
But god not ſuffred his malice to pꝛeuayle. 


Pꝛinces remembze that in honour Cine 
Upon this ſtoꝛy in your entencions, 

And be well willed where god lyſt fozther a 
Outher to riches 02 dominacions: (ling 
To fauer them to their pꝛomocions, 

Be not contrary in your acquitaile 

Syth god wyll ſuffre no malice to pꝛeuaile. 


The. xxiii. Chapter. 


Chowe Candalus kynge of Lyde 
was made cokolde and after 
llayne. 


NY — Jhon Bochas caſt hys loke a⸗ 
ide, 

N. In hys ſtudy as he ſate w2itinge, 

WAVE: To hys preſence came the kynge of 

. Lyve 

Called Candalus, ful pittouſly playninge: 

With ſalte teares ful lowly beſechinge, 

That he woulde to ſwage his greuaunce, 

His deedly ſozowe put in remembzaunce, 


Dys complaint was moſt of bnkyndnes, 

Foz falſe deceite againſt al ſkil a right, 
That where his truſt was moſt of getilnes 
Hemocked was, foz al his great might: 
Fo: of his houſe there was a certaine knight 
Gyges called,thinge Gameful to be tolde, 
To ſpeke plaine engliſhe,made him cokolde. 


Alas I was not auiled wel betozne, _ 


The ſecond boke 


Unkonnyngly to ſpeake luch langage, 

J Gould haue ſayde how p he had an hozne, 
Oz ſought ſome terme wyth a fayze vyſage, 
To excuſe my rudeneſſe ofthys gret outrage : 
Ind in ſome land Coznodo men do the cal, 
And ſome allirme 5ᷣ ſuch folke haue no gal. 


Thus was þ caſe, whan phebus tone Gene 
The lomer ſeaſon in hys aſſencion, 

Whan ſote bzatiches were clad in new grene, 
Heate impoztable had dominacion: 

Whan that the quene foz recreacion 
Unpzouided that no man dyd her kepe, 
Upon her bed lay naked foz to llepe. 


And as clerkes of her beauty wzyte, 
There was on lyue no fayzer creature, 
Noꝛ moze excellyng lyke as they endite, 
Oflemelynes her ſtoꝛy Doth aſſure, 
Called foz beauty colyn to nature: 

And wozthy eke, ik J hal not fayne, 
To be compared to Griltlde oꝛ Elayne, 


Kynde in her foꝛge lyſt nothyng to erre, 
WVhan Ce her w2ought by greate aupleneſſe, 
To make of beauty the very lode ſterre, 

And yeue her beauty,fauour x lemelineſſe: 
But foꝛ nature had ſo great buſineſſe, 

To fourme a woman þ was ſo freſh of hue, 
She had fo:get foz to make her true. 


Her epen were very celeſtial, 

Her heer vntrelled like phebus in hys ſphere, 
A thyng reſemblynge that were immoꝛtal, 
Do angelyke the was of loke and chere, 

In examplary of poꝛte, a maner, Cllouth, 
There was no lacke laue nature thzoughher 
Had left behynde to yene her fayth # trouth, 


And dna daye as che lay ſleping | 
Naked on bed moſt goodly to ſyght, 

Ful vawarely came Candalus the kyng 

In to the cambze, wher Titan Gone bzyght, 
And ſhewed her beauty to hys ovone knyght: 
Of entent he ould beare wytnes, 

Howe che ercelled al other in fayzenes, 


Ind wyan Giges gan in oꝛdꝛe ſe 

Ok this quene the great excellence, 

He was enamoured vpon her beaute: 

Al the whyle he ſtode there in pꝛelence, 
Gan ymagyn a treaſon in ſylence, 

To llee his loꝛde wythout longe tariyng, 
Wyn the quene, and after reigne as kyng; 


Thys was the ende doleful and pytous, 

To be remembzed hateful and terrible, 

Ok this noble wozthy Candalus, 

Foz of his truſt to much he was credible 
Unto Gyges, that traitour was odible, 

And yet moze folyſh wherby he loſt his lyfe, 
Out warde to ſhewe the beauty of hys wyke. 


Though che were faire # goodly on to le 
There was no trult noz no ſpckernes, 
Foz other had as good parte as he, 
Gyges coudebeare therof wytnes: 
Alas a quene o2 any great pꝛinceſſe 
Aſſent ſhould her fame fox to trouble, 
But ik nature excule them to be double. 


Che. xxiii. Chapiter. 


How what thyng kynge Mydas tou⸗ 
ched was golde, yet died he in 
myſery and wꝛet⸗ 

chedneſſe. 


Akapne, 
| iges was after crouned kig of Lide 
= Whan that hys Lozde was by trea- 
(on flayne | 
Ok him, the ſurplus Bochas let a ſyde: 
And in hys ſtudy as he dyd abyde, 
There came of Frigie Mydas the rich kyng, 
Tolde myne auctour his complaynt weping, 


Fo: there was neuer by cõqueſt noꝛ laboure 
No kyng afoze that had moꝛe rycheſſe, 
Noꝛ moze plenty of golde no2 of treaſour: 
At whole byzth poetes thus expꝛeſſe, 
About his tradel amptes gan hem dꝛeſſe 
While he llept, and gan about hym layne, 

I ful great numbꝛe ot pured whete grayne, 


Wherupon moſt expert diuindours 

As they toke hede in their attendaunce, 
Such as were beſt expo ſitours 

Sayd it was a token ofhaboundaunce, 
To haue ot ryches al maner ſuffiſaunce: 
And concludyng playnly gan to tell, 
Howe he al other in treaſour ſhould excel. 


Poetes of him wꝛote that were full olde, 
Bachus gaue hym, the mighty god of wyne, 
What he touched al tourne in td golde 

As = as that which came out of the myne, 
It al aſſayes to be as pure and fyne: They 
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Chis requeſt, as waiteth Ouidius, 
Was vnto Midas graunted of Bachus. 


He thought golde might him moſt auaile, 
What he handled was golde wyth touchyng: 
But whan hunger his tomake gan aſſayle, 
His bead, his mete, was golde in G<evoyng , 
And whan he gan to fayle of his fedynge, 
And founde of golde no recure to eſcape, 
Beſought Bachus ſome remedp to ſhape, 


Bachus bad him go bathe in a riuere, 

To wach away the colour aureate, 

Wher yet is hewed the goldy grauel clere, 
Whych example declareth to eche eſtate 

(That golde alone maketh men not foztunate, 
Foz what may golde oꝛ treaſour ther auaple, 
7 Where men in hungre finde no vytaile; 


On what is wozth golde, perle oz tones red, 
> Grene Emeraudes, oꝛ ſapirs Inde, ( bzed 


Wuhan men enfamyned haue no greyne, noꝛ 
3 Nozin ſuch miſchefe vitayle may none finde, 
Foz to foſter their nature #their kinde : 

A barlp lofe in ſuch a diſtrelle : 
MWoze myght auayle,than al wozldly riches. 


4 This knewe Mydas a was experte in dede, 
2 Thonghhe of gold had ſo great plentie 


Chat with metal he might him leit not fede: 
Vuhich cauſed him of neceſſitie 

To conſidꝛe and clerely foꝛ to ſe, | 

That bꝛead mozevaileth foz foſtrig of nature, 

Than al riches that men may here recure. 


Foz which this king gan hate al richeſſe, 
Golde and treaſour he had eke in dildayne: 
Left his crowne and his royal nobleſſe, 
And chaſe to kepe Chepe bpon a playne: 

Ill woꝛldiy wozſhip was to hun bur vayne 
Of melancoly.,and froward pouertie 
Ended his life in great aduerſitpe. 


Foz ot ire and impaciente, 

Fynally thus with hym it ſtode, 

Furiouſly in his great indigence, 

Is wꝛiteth Bochas howe he dzanke the blode 
Ok a bul ſa e and wode, 

With loue enchaufed: made no delaies 
Molt beſtially ended thus his dayes. 


¶ Che.xxv. Chapter. 


Teak. bil 


Ot Balthaſar Kynge of Babvylone, 
and howe Daniell expowned 


Mane Techell Pha- 
res. 


ext to Bocas oz that he was ware, 
As he ſate wzptyng wyth full great 
= Ot Babilon cam great Balthaſat, 
To declare his ſoꝛowe and his langour, 
Wyhych had miſuſed ful falſiy the ttelour 
And the veſſels bꝛought from Jeruſalem, 
Into Babilone, chefe citye of his reme. 


Foꝛ at a ſouper with his loꝛdes al, 

Phan of the veſſels he dꝛanke mighty wines, 
And ſolemply ſate in his roial (tal. 

And rounde aboute al his concubines, 
Phylolophers, magiciens, and biuynes, 
There tame an hand, the byble doth aſſure, 
And on the wall gan wzyte this ſcripture, 


Mane, techel, phares, wzytten in hys ſight, 
Though he the mening cõceiued neuer a dele: 
Which on the wal chewed fayꝛe a bzyght, 
Foz whole ſentence auailed none appele: 
But the pꝛophet holy Daniel 

Fully expowned to Balthalar the kynge, 
The miſtery of this derke wꝛityng. 


This wozde Mane playnly # not to tary 

In latyn tonge betokeneth in ſuſtance, 

(The dayes counted ⁊ rekened, the numbzarye 
Ok thy reigning a of thy great ſubſtance. 
And Techell lowneth a wayenge in balaüce, 
In token thy power a kyngdome by meſure, 
God hath payſed,they (al no whyle endure, 


hares alſo betokeneth a bzeakyng, 
nromaine tong , in to peces (male: 
Foz thy power and frowarde rebelipnge, 
Shal from the hie be bꝛought in to the vale, 
This is holy wꝛit and no fained tale, 
Foz whan pzinces wil not their life red2eſſe, 
God wyl vnwarely their ſurquedy repꝛeſſe. 


Thou wert by tokens warned longeafoze, 
By many examples, the ſtoꝛy ye mape rede, 
By the fallyng of Nabugodonoloze, 

And thou thereof tobe ful ititel hede 

The loꝛd to thank,# haue his name in d2ede 2 
Foz whych thou alt within a litel thzowe, 
Lole ſcepter #crowne & be bzought fullowe, 


ns Let 


The ſeconde boke 


Let p2inces al thys ſtoꝛy haue in mynde, 
And foz them ſeife notably pzouyde, 

And namely tho that ben to god vnkynde, 
Their concubynes foz to ſet a ſyde: 

And make vertue foz to be they2 gyde, 
Voyde lechery and falſe pzeſumpcion, | 
Which hath bzought (o many to diſtruction, 


Nabugodono ſoꝛ had repentaunce, 
And was reſtozed to his poſſeſſions, 

But god ofryght toke ſodaynly vengeaunce. 
On Balthaſar, foꝛ his tranſgrefſions: 
LOherfoze ye pꝛinces diſpoſe your reaſons 
After your merites, to haue god merciable, 
Foz your demerites do fynde hym vẽgeable. 


Agaynſt holy churche take no quarels, 

But aduertiſe in your inward ſyght: 

Foꝛ Balthaſar that dzanke of tho veſſels, 
Stale fro the temple of very fozce myght, 
He loſt loꝛſh p and Iyfe vpon a night, 

So that the kyngdome of I ſſiriens 
Tranſlated was to Medes a Perciẽs. 


The. xxbi. Chapter. 


¶ Howe Creſus and Balthaſar were ban- 
quyſhed by Cyꝛus, and the lonne of 
Creſusſlayne at the hun- 
tynge of a boze, 


> Ext to Jhon Bocas within athzow, 

DO2PiPng of pzinces many a pitous 
ate, ? 

He ſawe king Creſus with other on the row, 

Lowly beſechyng his fallyng to tranſlate: 

And howe foꝛtune agayne hym gan debate, 

And of his miſcheke doleful foz to rede, 

Foz to diſcriue,anone he gan pꝛocede. 


Foz as it is remembzed in wꝛityng, 

As god and kynde lyſt foz hym oꝛdayne, 

Ok Lide he was gouernour and kynge, 
And lozdſhyp hade the ſtoꝛye can not fayne) 
Of many kingdoms moze than one oz twain: 
Fame in that tyme ſo dyd hym magnify, 
That he was called ffoure of al chiualry, 


Andhe was alſo in hys tyme founde 

(The molt expert in werre a in bataple, 

And of richeſſe was the moſt habounde 
And moſt excellynge in conqueſt to pꝛeuaple: 
Plenty of people, wyth royal apparaple, 
And with al this to his great auauntage, 


Numbze of childze teublyſſe hrs lynage. 


In the moſt higheſt of his royal ſee, 

And al was well a nothyng ſtode amis, 
Pet to amenule his felicite, 

A dꝛeme he had, and truely that was thys: 
How that his ſonne which called was Athis 
Das take from hym, by moztal outrage 


. Slapne ſodenlye in his tendꝛe age. 


This woful dꝛeme dyd him great diſtres, 
And put his hert in great diſpayze, 
Standyng in feare # great heauines, 
Bycaule hys chylde, tendꝛe, yonge, 2 fapꝛe 
Which that was bozne foz to be hys heyze 
Shoulde cauleleſſe in ſuche myſchefe die, 


So as his dzeame afoze dyd lpecifye, 


Ok this pꝛoteſſe to detlare moꝛe 

How Creſus dzeme fulfylled was in dede, 
From Olimpus there came a wylde boze, 
Moſt furious and ſauagine of dzede, 

Wyth fomp tuſkes which faſt gan him ſpede, 
Downe diſcendyng a no where lyſt abyde, 
Tyl that he came in to the lande of Lyde, 


And gan diſtroy their frutes # their vines, 
Where euer he came in any maner place, 
Bꝛake the nettes a the ſtronge lynes 

Of the hunters that dyd at hym enchace: 
But vnder luppoꝛte of the kynges grace 
Dys ſonneof whom J ſpake tofoze, 
Gate him licence to hunt at this boze, 


Dys father Creſus demynge of this caſe, 
There was nocauſle of dꝛede in no maner, 
Though hys ſonne were pzeſent at the chaſe 
With other hunters ſuche — foz to lere, 
But ape foztune wpth her double chere, 

Is redy euer by ſome fatall trayne, 

At ſuch diſpoztes ſome milchefe to oꝛdapne. 


Foz one there was whych had gonernance 
Upon this chylde to wayte and to ſe, 
Chaſyng þ boze to ſaue hym fro mylchaũce 
From al domage and aduerſite, 

With many luſty folke of that countre, 
With hoznes,hoiides,# Garpe ſperes grotide, 
Scekyng the boze tyl they had hym founde, 


And as they gan fierſly the boze enchace, 
De that was charged to be the chyldes gyde 
As with his ſpeare he gan the boze manace, 
The head not entred but fozth gan to * 
n 
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Ind on the chylde whych that ſtode beſyde 
The ſtroke a lyght,and oz he dyd auerte 
The lperes heade rofe hym thzough the hert. 


But of this chylde whan ð deth was couth, 
Tolde and repoꝛted holy themanere, 

How he was llayne in hys tendze youth, 
Boꝛne to be heire vnto his father dere, 
Creſus foz ſoʒow chaunged loke # chere: 
And foz conſtraint of dole in his vyſage, 
He reſembled a very deade ymage. 


But euery ſoꝛowe by long continuaunce 

It the laſt it ſumwhat mult alwage, 

Foz ther is none (o furious greuante 

Noꝛ ſo moꝛtal impoꝛtable rage, | 

But long pꝛoceſſe peueth him auantage: _ 
Imeane thus, there is none ſo great a ſozoty, 
But it mought cele outher eue 02 moꝛowe. 


Philoſophers concluden and diſcerne 

And by their reaſons recoꝛden by ſcripture, 
Thyng vpolent map not be eterne, 

Not in one poynt abydeth none auenture, 
Noz a ſoꝛowe may not alwaye endure: 

Fo: ſtoũdemele thzough foztunes variaunte, 
There foloweth toy after great greuaunce. 


Che loꝛow of Creſus tho it were intollerable 
And at his hert the greuaunce ſate ſo ſoze, 
Syth that his dole was irrecuperable, 

And meane was none his harmes to reſtoze, 
Bochas wziteth of his wo nomoze: 

But of his fal howe he fyll in dede; 

To tel the maner fozth he doth pꝛocede. 


And foza whyle he ſet his ſtyle aſyde, 

And his ptocelle in party he fozbare, 

To ſpeke of Creſus that was kyng of Lyde 
Ind gan reſozt to wꝛite of Balthaſar: 
Agaynereherſynge oz that he was ware, 
Howe myghty Cirus of woful auenture 


Made on hym pzondlp a diſcomfiture, 


And as it is put iti remembzaunte 

Ok Balthaſar to holde vp the party, 
Creſus wyth hym had made an aliaunte, 
With al his puiſſaunce & al his chyualry: 
Dis lyfe,his trealoute, to put in ieoparty, 
Dwoznein armes as bꝛother vnto bother, 
By Cirus vẽqupched the one after the other 


Both their miſchefe no lenger was delayed, 
Il be that Crelus faught long in hys defence, 


Teaf. Ibiit 


He finally by Cyꝛus was outraped, 

And depzined by knyghtly vyolence, 
Take in the felde there was no reſiſtence, 
Ind rigorouſlye to his confuſion, 

With myghty fetters caſt in darke pziſon; 


And moze to encreaſe his gret aduerſite, 

A lonne of his tende a pong of age, 

That was dumbe from his natiuite, 

And neuer ſpake woꝛd in no maner lagage; 
Cyꝛus commaunding by furious outrage 
That Crelus choulde by vengeable cruelte, 
By a knyght of Perce in pꝛiſon headed be, 


And with his (wozde as he gan manate, 
Creſus to haue ſlayne wythout al reuerence, 
The dombe chylde there pzelent in the place 
Which neuer had ſpoken, thus laid in audiẽte: 
Withdꝛa we thy ſtroke, a do no violence, 
Unto my loꝛde thy fame ſo to confounde, 

To llee a kyng that lyeth in pꝛiſon bound, 


The knight aſfonted hath his Croke fozbozne 
Gretly abached in that darke habitacle, 
Whych herde a chyld that neuer ſpake tofozne 
Agaynſt his ſwerde to make an obſtacle, 
Nan and tolde this marueylous myzacle 

To myghty Citrus, with euery circũſtaũce, 
Yopyng therby to atempꝛe his greuaũce. 


But where as tyzauntes be ſet on cruelte, 
Their croked malice ful harde is to appeſe: 
So indurate is their iniquite 

That al in vengeaunce is ſet their hertes eſe, 
Them ſelfe retoyſinge to le fol ke in diſeaſe, 
Lyke as they were in their frowarde daũger, 
Clerelp fraunchiſed fro god a his power. 


Chys cruel Cirus moſt vengeable ok delire, 
To execute his fel entent in dede, 

Let make in haſte of fagottes a gret fyze ; 
And gan the kyndle wyth many coles rede, 
And made Creſus quakyng in his dzede, 
Foz to be take where as he lay ful lowe, 

And bad men Gould in to the fyze him thzow; 


But Jupiter whych hath his bengeatice ſeyn, 
Howe cruel Cirus with malice was attaynt, 
From heauen ſent a tempeſt and a reine, 
That ſodainely $ hozrible fire was quaynt: 
Woful Creſus w dzedful fyze made faynt, 
Eſcaped is his furious moztall payne, 
God and foztune foz hym lyſt ſo oꝛdapne. 


Li, This 
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This aduenture in maner marueplous, 

The hert of Cirus gan ſomwhat tenbzace, 
And cauſed hym foz tobe pitous 

Agapne Creſus, and granted him hys grace, 
To occupye whyle he hath lyfe and ſpace, 
The land of Lyde, except only thys thynge 
He Goulde not alter be called kyng. 


Ind thus of Lyde the kynge dyd fyne, 
Which toke his beginyng of one Ardiſius, 
And endured the (pace of kynges nyne, 
Loke who ſo wyl the bokes tel thus: 
Hereofno moꝛe but fozth vnto Cirus, 

J vwyl pꝛocede wyth al my buly cure, 

Fo: to tranſlate hys woful auenture, 


The.xxviti.Chapter, 


CYow the cruell tyꝛaunt Cirus delited 
euer i ſlaughter and chedynge of 
blode, and lo ended, 


Epꝛe by dilcent to great Altiages, 
Poozely bꝛought foxthe as is made 
mecion, 3 

And had al Alie to his great encres, 
Holdyng that reigne dy iuſt lucceſſion, 
In longe quyete wythout rebellion, 
Tyl tyme he thought in ful frowarde wyle, 


The woꝛld was (mal to ſtaunch his couetile, 


Ye had an etyke moſt contagious, 

Fretyng vpon hym foz deſy2e of good, 

I dꝛopſy hateful and furious, 

Of froward rage that made his hert woode, 
I woluyhe thurſt toſhede mines bloud, 
LOhich ouerthwarted by falſe melancoly, 
Ypys royal coꝛage, in to tiranny, 


But whan he pzeſumptuouſly dyd entende 
To robbe ⁊ reue folke thꝛough his pyllage, 
God and foꝛtune made hym to diſcende 

Ful ſodaynly from hys ropal ſtage, 
Demyng of pꝛyde it was a great auauntage, 
To wyn landes of very fozce and myght, 
Cho in his cõqueſt were no tytle of ryght, 


To wyll he yaue holy the ſoueraynte, 

Ind aduertiſed nothyng to reaſon: 

But pxeferred his ſenſualite 

To haue loꝛdchyp and dominacion 

Aboue ſad trouth and diſcrecion, 

LOhych cauſeth pzinces frõ their eſtate rotal, 


Oꝛ they be ware to haue a lodayne fall, 


Foz the lozdGyp of al Iſia 

Might not ſulliſe to Cirus gredineſſe, 

But thought he would conquere Cithta , 
Ind there werre to encreaſe hys ryches, 
Though he no tytle had of ryghtwylneſſe, 
Saue falle luſt wherof me choulde haue ruth, 
That wyl in pꝛinces choulde oppꝛeſſe truth, 


Fyꝛſt this Cirus al pꝛinces dyd excel 
Both in conqueſt, victoꝛy, æ bataple, 

Ok golde a treaſure, as bokes of hym tell, 
Kyngdoms to wyn he dyd moſt pꝛeuaple: 
And yet two vyces dyd his hert aſſayle, 
Ayꝛſt couetiſe euer to encreaſe in good, 
With a deſire to chede mens blonde. 


Wyth two vyces he bzenned euer in one 
That neuer might from his hert twyn. 
Made a great army towarde Deptetrion, 
And caſt him pzoudly to ſet on and begyn 
Cithia the mighty land to wyn: 

Quene Thomiris there reigninge as J fynde 
Whole kyngdom ioyneth to Ethiope in Inde. 


Towarde the party whych is oꝛientall, 
The lee of Surry floweth full plentuous, 
Downe to the ſee called occidentall, 

And ſouthwarderenneth to Caucaſus: 
And folke of Cithie that hen laboꝛious 
Which tyl the land hath not to their liuing, 
But onely frutes which from therth ſpzing, 


The lande of Cithie is ryche foz the nones, 
Foz greyne# fruite a land ful couenable, 
Nyche of golde perle and pzecious ſtones, 
Byght comodious and wonder dilectable: 
But a great party is not habitable, 

The people dꝛedtul to bylde their mancions, 
Foz feare of deth bycaule of the gryffons. 


The noble kame noꝛ the high renoun 

Was not ferre knowe noꝛ yſpzad aboute 
Of Thomiris quene ot that region, 

Hoꝛ of her nobleſſe within noz wythout, 
Tyl that king Cirus with a ful great route, 
In to Cithia gan hym pꝛoudly dꝛeſſe, 

Che hardy quene to ſpoyle of her richeſſe. 


But he her fame moze to nifie, 
Gan in great haſte with ful rich apparayle 
Ful pzudently aſſemble her chyualry: 


And tote a felde,ithe woulde her * * 
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Redy with him to haue a batayle, 
Ind ok her meyny lyke as layth my boke, 
Unto her ſonne the thyꝛde parte the toke. 


Ind yaue hym charge in the ſame place, 
{ym ſelfe that daye to aquite lyke a knyght, 
Ind foꝛ to mete Cirus in the face 

Ind nothyng dꝛede with hym foz to fyght: 
But whan kyng Cirus of him had a ſyght, 
Caſt hym that day the pong pꝛince oppꝛeſſe, 
Rather by wples than manhod oz pzowelle, 


Fyzſt he let ſtuffe his large pauilions 
With great plenty of dꝛinkes dilectable, 
Diuers meates and confections, 
Kounde aboute vpon euery table, 

Ind in his meanyng paſſyng diſceyuable, 
Lyke as he had in maner dzedful be, 
Tokcal his hoſt and gan anone to fle, 


This yonge pꝛinte of meanyng innocent; 
Nothyng demyng,; as by ſuppoſaple, 

But Þ Cirus was with his mepny went, 
Ind fled foz feare he durſt hym not aſſayle: 
And whan he founde ſuch plente of vytayle, 
He e his knightes though miſgouernaiice, 
To cate and dꝛinke ſet al their pleſaunce, 


They had of knyghthode loſt the diſciplyne, 
Foꝛſoke Mars x put hym out of ſyght, 
Ind to Bachus their heades gan enclyne: 
Goꝛge vpon goꝛge tyl it dzough to nyght, 


Ind pzoude Cirus tame on theanonryght, 


With all hys hooſt they out of their armure, 
On beaſtial folke made a dilcomkiture. 


Cruel Cirus left nonealyue, _ 

Of hygh noꝛ lowe made none ercepcion: 
They were to feble again his might to ſtriue, 
Fo: chefe cauſe of their diſtruction 

Was dꝛokenneſſe, whych voydeth al reaſon , 
And wyle men rehercen in ſentence, 

Where folke be dꝛonken there is no reſiſtence. 


Ind whan thys ſlaughter by relacion 
Repozted was, a bzought to the pzeſence 
Of Thomiris quene of that region, 
Unto her hert it dyd ful great offence: 
But ok ire and great impacience 
Seyng her ſonne ſlayne in tende age, 
Foz ſozow almoſt he fyll in to a rage, 


But foz al her woful deedly payne 
Dhe chewed no token of feminits: 
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But of pzudence her weping gan reſtrayne, 
Ind caſt her playnly auenged foꝛ to be 
Upon kyng Cirus, and on his cruelte, 
Sente out meyny to elpyen his paſſage, 

Jt che hym fynde myght at auauntage; 


And with her meyny gi feyne a maner flight, 
Up to the mountapns d:edful x terrible, 

Ind Cirns after ganhaſte hym anon ryghte; 
In hope to take her if it were poſſible: 
Among whiche hilles moze than it is credible 
Ben craggy roches moſt hideous of entayle, 
Perilous of paſſage,# voyde of al vitayle, 


And Cirus ther fyl in greate daunger, 

Al vnputueped of dzogemen oz of gyde : 

To foltre his people vitaile was none ther, 
Erryng as bealtes vpon euery lyde. 

And they of Cithie gan foꝛ hym lo pꝛouyde, 
Wherof their quene god wote was ful fayne, 
It great miſchefe Þ al his men were ſlaine; 


Noneofal was taken toraunſon, 

Not he hym ſeike elcaped not her boundes, 
Such wayte was layde to they: diſtruction, 
And he thzough perced with moztal woundes, 
On peces rent as beares ben with hoides, 
The quene cõmaũding whã he lay thus tozne 
To her pzelence his body to be boꝛne. 


Fyꝛſt che hath charged to ſmyte of his heade, 
Whan che hath thus the victoꝛy of hym won: 
Ind in a bath that was all blode red, 

She gan it thzowe within a litel tonne: 

Ind ol diſpite ryght thus che hath begonne 
Mol tirauntly in her woful rage, 

To dead Cirus tv haue this langage: 


O thou Cirus that whylom were lo wode, 
And ſothzuſtlewe in thytiranny , 

Igayne nature fo to ſhede mannes bloud, 
So woluyche was thyne hateful dzopſy, 
That mercy none myght it modefye, 

Thine etyke toyned gredy and vnſtable, 
With thꝛuſt of ſlaughter aye to be vengeable. 


It is an hozrour in maner foz to thynke, 
So great a pzince rebuked foꝛ to be 
Ok a woman, mannes blode to dzinke, 
Foz to diſclaundze his roial maieſte, 
But gladly euer vengeable cruelte 


Ok ry 222 wyth vnwareviolence, 
Blod chede foz blode iuſtly to recompence. 
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Ok myghty Cirus the imperiall nobleſſe 
Was by a woman vequythed # bozne doune, 
God made her chaſtiſe his furious wodnes, 
And foꝛ toppꝛeſſe his famous high renoun: 
Fo2 where vengeaunce hath dominacton, 
In wozldly pꝛinces, playnly to deupſe 
With vnware ſtroke god can the chaſtiſe. 


Thende of Cirus can bere ful wel recoꝛde, 
How god wſtandeth folke Þ ben vengeable, 
Loꝛdchyp a mercy whan they ben at diſcoꝛde, 
Right wyll not ſuffer their Nate to be able: 
And foz this Cirus was ſo vnmerctable, 

He with vnmercy puniſhed was in dede, 
Deth quyt fox deth, lo here his final mede. 


In llaughter # blode he dyd greately delyte 
Fo: in tho twayne was his repaſt in dede, 
Je founde no mercy his begeaunce to reſpyte 
here he founde matter any blode to ſhede, 
Such toy he had by deth to ſe folke blede ; 
And fox the (yght did him ſo much good, 
His fatal ende was foz to lwym in blode, 


Lo here thexequies of this mighty king, 

Lo here the ende of his eſtate royal, 
There were no flames noꝛ bzondes chinynge 
To bꝛen his body with fires funeral, 

Noꝛ obleruaunces noz offringes marciall, 
Noz tombe of golde with ſtones rych a fyne, 
Was none ozdained to make with his zine. 


Epitaphie ther was none red noz ſonge 

By no poete wyth their poetries, 

Noz of his triũphes there was no bell ronge, 
Noꝛ no wepers with ſobbynge tragedies: 
None attendaunce but of hys enemies, 
Which of hatred in their cruell rage, 

Caſt out his carayne to beaſtes moſt ſauage, 


Lo here of Cirus the finall auenture, 

Which of al Aſie was whylom emperour, 
Now lieth he abiect without lepulture, 

Ok high noꝛ low he founde no better fauoure: 
Lo here the fyne of al woꝛldly labour, 
Namely of tiraunts which lyſt not god dꝛede, 
But let their luſt to laughter a blodechede. 


Lenttoye; 


K. noble pꝛyntes conſidꝛe in youre 
lyghte 
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Pp 
The fine ofCirus pitous a lamẽtable 


How god punicheth of equitie # ryght 
Tirauntes echone cruel and vengeable: 

Foz in his ſyght it is abhominable 

That a pꝛince, as philoſophers write, 

Jn ſlaughter of men oulde hymlelfe delyte. 


This ſaide Cirus was a full manly knight 
In begynning ryght famous and notable, 
Nature yaue him ſemelineſſe c myght, 
Foz in conqueſt was none lene moze able, 
Tyl tiranny the lerpent diſceyuable 
Merciles his cozage dyd atwite, 

Jn ſlaughter of men whan him gan delite. 


Wherekoze pe pzinces remebze day & nyght, 
Taffozce your nobles # make it pardurable, 
To get you fauour & loue of enery wyght, 
Which Gal your ſtates coſerue a kepe table; 
Foz there is conqueſt none ſo honourable 

In gouernaunce, as vengeaunceto reſpite, 
Mercy pzefcrring in laughter not delite. 


CHowe Imilius foz couetyſe ſlough his bꝛo⸗ 
ther and Remus and Rumalus nouri⸗ 
ched by a wolfes. 


ter king Cirus Bochas did eſpy 
Two wozthy bꝛethern wyth faces pi⸗ 
tous, 

Boꝛne by diſcent to reigne in Albanpe, 

Both of one father the ſtoꝛy telleth vs: 

The one of them called Amultug 

And to remembꝛe the name of that other, 
Numitor ycalled was his bꝛother 


They had a fader whyche named was Pꝛo⸗ 
Kyng of 5ᷣ land the ſtoꝛy doth deuile, (chas, 
After whoſe deth playnely thys is the cale, 
Imulius foz falſe couetiſe, | 

His bꝛother llough in ful cruel wyſe, 

That he vniuſtly by falſe tiranny 

Might haue the kingdom alone ol Albany. 


This Albany by dilcripcion 

Like as Bochas affirmeth in certeine, 

Is acitye not ferre fro Rome toun, 

Set on an hyl beſide a large pleine: 

The building ſtately, rych a well beſeine, 
——_ walles with many a 12 toure, 
And Alcanius was fyꝛſte thereof foundour. 


Which called was in his foundacion, 
Ilba⸗ 
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Albania foz the great whytnes, 

There kynges after by ſucceſſion 

Named Albanots pꝛinces of great nobles, 
Ind by dilcent the ſtoꝛy beareth wytnes 
From kyng Pꝛochas recozde on bokes olde, 
Came thele.it.bzethzen Nea their ſuſter told, 


Numitoꝛ ſlayne as made is mencion 

The kyngdom occupied by Amulius, 
And Rea entred in to religion, 

Fo: to be wympled in that holy houſe, 
Sacred to Ueſta wyth virgyns glozioug, 
There foꝛ to abyde # be contemplatife, 
With other maydens duryng al her lyfe, 


Ind thys was done whyle Che was yonge of 
By her bzother,of falle entention, (age, 
That the ſhoulde haue no maner heritage 
Noꝛ clapme no title in that region, 

Ok her kynred by none occaſion: 

But ſtande p2ofeſſed in virginitye 

Tofoze Ueſta, and liue in chaſtitie. 


pet not withſtanding her virginal clenneſſe, 
She hath concepued by natural mpꝛacle: 
Gan to encreale in her holynes, 

Whole wombe aroſe,'n kide was no obſtacle, 
Agapne ſuch bolnyng auapleth no triacle: 
But the goddes foꝛ her ſo dyd oꝛdayne, 

That che at ones had lonnes twapne. 


The temple of Ueſta ſtode in wilderneſſe, 
Where Rea had holy the gouernaunce 

Of pꝛieſtly honour done to the goddeſſe, 
Wyth many ſtraunge vncouth obſerua ice: 
But by her bꝛothers moꝛtall oꝛdinaunce, 
Yer yong ſonnes might not be ſocoured, 
But caſt out to beaſtes to be deuoured. 


But a ſhe wolfe whych whelped had late, 
To yeue thẽ ſoke dyd her bulineſſe, 

By god oꝛdained oꝛ by ſome heauenly fate, 
Thẽ to conſerue fro deth in their diſtres: 
Foꝛ holy wꝛite plainly beareth wytnes, 
God can defende as it is well couth, 
Childzen fro miſchete in their tendze youth, 


But in this whyle this ſayd Amuliug, 
That was their vncle,as made is mencion, 
Agayne his luſter frowarde and furious, 
Made her be chyt in a ful derke pꝛilon: 

And there coinplaynyng the diſtruction 
Okher two childꝛen bozne to her repzefe, 
Foz very ſoꝛow dyed at great myſchefe, 
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Thele layde chyldzen deuoyde of al rcfute 
Beſyde a riuer lay pitiouſly crying, 

From al ſocourenakedand deſtitute, 
Except a wolues vpon them waityng 

It whole wombe ful ſtyl they lay ſoukyng, 
Unto nature a thyng contrarious, 
Childzen to ſouke on beaſtes raucnous, 


But he that is loꝛde of euery creature 
Byght as hym lyſt can both laue # (pyl, 
And beaſtes which ben rage of their nature 
He can aduett, æ make them lye ful ſtyl, 
Tigres a lions obedient at his wil: 

The ſame loꝛde hath made a fel wolueſſe 
Unto twey childꝛen her bigges foz to dꝛeſſe. 


Ind whyle thys wolues had thẽ in depole, 
Ther came an herde called Fauſtulus, 
Behelde their louzyng # ſaw the lye ful cloſe, 
Whych Geperde was of kyng Amulius: 
Caught vp thele chyldꝛẽ the ſtoꝛy telleth thug 
And bꝛought the foꝛth with great diligence, 
Unto his wyfe that called was Laurence, 


Ind che foꝛ loue dyd her buſy payne, 
Them to foſtre, tyl they came of age, 
Gaue them ſouke of her bzeſtes twayne, 
-Fco day to daye of hert and hole cozage: 
And they were called as in that langage, 
After the ſtoꝛye that one of them Remus, 
Ind the leconde was named Romulus. 


Of whreh bꝛethern bzefely to termpne , 

The towne of Rome toke o2tginal: 

Of falſe diſclaundze fyꝛſt began that lyne, 
The rote out fought ful vicious foũde at all, 
Clerely remebzed foꝛ a memoꝛial 

Their begynning grewe of luch incotinence, 
As clerkes call Inceſtus in ſentence, 


Jnceſtus is a thyng not fayze noꝛ good 

After that bokes wel deuile conne, 

As treſpaſſyng wyth kyn oz wyth blode 

Oꝛ frowarde medlyng w her that is a nonne: 
And thus the line okt Rome was begon, 

Foz llaughter, murder, and falſe robbꝛy 

Was chete begynnynge of al their auncetry. 


Ok Conetyſe they toke their auauntage, 

Lyggers of waies and robbers openly, 

Murdzers alſo of their owne linage, 

And ſtronge theues gate to their company, 

Spoiled al tho that paſt them fozby, 

Under hadowe of kepinge — 1 
Ain. | 


Il maner people they pzoudly dyd aſſaile. 


To flee marchaũtes they had no conſcience, 
And foz to mur dꝛe folke of euery age, 
Women to oppzelle of fozce and vyolence, 

In al that countre this was their vlage: 
Where they abode ther was no ure paſſage, 
And theſe two bꝛethern lyke as it is founde, 
Fonde firſt p manet of ſpeares charpe groade. 


I ſpeare in greke called is quirts, 

And foz that cauſe the layd Romulus, 

As bokes lap, and ſothelyo it is 

He after warde was called Quirinus. 
Which W his bzother p called was Kemus, 
Was in al thyng confederate a partable, 
That tofo2e god was vicious # dampnable. 


Ind as it was atcoꝛdynge to their like, 

Foz lacke of vertue they fyll in great diffame, 
And atwene thẽ ther was an vncouth ſtrpfe, 
Which of both Gould peue the name 

Unto the citie, atwene erneſt and game, 
Akter they2 names Rome to be called, 

Thus fyll the caſe afoze oz it was walled , 


And therupon ful longe laſted their ſtriues, 
Which Gould of them haue dominacion, 
Shewing their titles and pzerogatyues, 
Who Gould of them yeue name to the toun, 
Ind reigne as kyng in that region: 

There was no reaſon who chuld go befozne, 
Bycaule they were both at once bozne, 


But to fyniſhe their fraternal dyſco2de, 
They haue pzouyded atwene the anon ryght, 
Thus condiſcendyng to put theat accoꝛde, 
Nouther by foꝛte, oppꝛeſſyon, noꝛ myght, 
That whych of them lawe greateſt ftyght 

Of byꝛdes flyeng high vpon an hyl, 

Should name the citpe at his owne wpl, 


Ok this accoꝛde foꝛ to be wytneſſe, 

They w them lad a ful great multitude, 
Therok to peue a dome of right wilneſſe, 
Both of wyſe and of people rude, 

Al at ones thys mater to conclude: 

And to an hyl called Juentyne, 

They ben aſcended this matter foz to fine. 


Ind byꝛdes (yre to Remus dyd appere; 
By augury as they gan pzocede, 
Called vultures ful fierce in their manere, 
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But in numb2e the double dyd excede 
That Romulus (awe whan he toke hede: 
Wherof ther fyll a great contrauerſp, 
Which ofthe choulde pzeuayle on his party, 


Thus firſt of al & emus had a ſyght 

Ok ſixe birdes called Uultures, | 

And foz toauaunce # pzefer hys right, 

He ful pzoudely put him ſelfe in pꝛees: 

But Romulus was not recheles 

His bzothers clayme playnly to entrouble, 
Affozced hys title with the numbze double, 


pet ot his purpoſe one of the muſt faple, 
Though it ſo be that they euer ſtriue; 
But Komulus gan finally pꝛeuaile, 
And to the citye he foꝛth went blyue, 
And as auctours lyſt echone diſerpue, 
And in their bokes as they reherce al, 
After his name Rome he dyd it cal, 


And al foꝛeins to exclude out 

And agayne the to make ſtronge defence, 
Fyꝛſt he began to wal it rounde aboute, 
And made a lawe ful dzedful in ſentence, 
Who clymeth the wal by any violence, 
Outward oꝛ in warde there is no moze to ſep 
By ſtatute made he muſt nedes dey, 


This was enacte by ful plaine oꝛdinaũte 
In paine of deth which no man bzeke hal, 
But lo befyll Remus of ignozaunce, 

Which of the ſtatute knewe nothynge atal, 
Okauenture went ouer the wal, 

Foz whichea knyght oꝛdained in certayne 
The laide Remus hath with a pykeis ſlayn, 


Dis bꝛother lyſt not in no maner wyſe 
Againe the lawe to be fauourable, 

But aſſented parcel foꝛ couetpſe, 

Upon Remus to be moze vengeable: 
Dfthys entent to make his reigne ſtable, 
That he alone myght gouerne # non other 
By no clayme bzought in by his bꝛother. 


Ind that the people chuld tht moꝛe delite 
There to abyde and haue poſſeſſton, 

Is olde auctours of Romulus do wzite, 
Within the boundes of the ſame toun, 
That he deuiſed by great pꝛouiſion, 

In compas rounde ſo croniclers compple, 
A teritozy that called was Alyle. 


Chrs 


This Aſylum by Romulus deuiled, 

Was aplace ofrefuge and ſocours, 

Like a theatre with liberties fraunchiſed, 
Foz to receive all fozayne treſpaſours, x 
Theues,murdzers,wayliggers,# robbours 
By great reſozt within the walles wide, 

To koſter all bzybers 5ᷣ durſt no where abide, 


And with fled people fro diuers regions, 
The citye gan to encreaſe and multiplye: 
And baniched folke of ſtraunge nations, 

To finde refuge thither gan them hype. 

And thus by p2oceſſe gan their chiualry, 
Firſt thzough tyzantes retcheles of wozkyng 
Till all the woꝛld obeped their biddyng. 


Ok wil full fozce without title of right 
They bzought all people vnder ſubiection, 

A claime they made by violence and might, 
Ind toke no hede of trouth noz reaſon, 

And the firſt auctour of their foundation, 
Was Romulus, that gathered all this route 
Within the citye and walled it about. 


Ind many day as made is mencion 

He had this citye in his gouernaunce, 

And was the firſt kyngcrovoned in that toun, 
And raigned there by continuaunce, 

Full many peres, till the variaunce 

Of foꝛtune thzough her falſe enupe, 

In Campania made him foz to dye, 


Upon a day whan it gan thunder loude, 

His name fozeuer to be moze magnified, 
Some bokes (aye he was rapt in a cloude, 
High vp in heauen to be ſtellitied, 

With other Gods ſtately deified, 

There to be ſtalled by Jupiters ſyde, 

Like foꝛ his knightes as Mars liſt pꝛouide. 


Lo here ofpanyms a falſe opinion, 

To Chꝛiſtes la we contrary and odious, 
That tyꝛantes Gould by falſe oppzeſſion 
Be called goddes oz named glozious, 
Whiche by their liue were founde bycious: 
Foz this playne trouth J dare it well tell, 
They rather ben fiendes ful depe in hell; 


Fo2 but in earth their dominacion 
Conueped be by vertuous nobles, 

Ind that their power and renoun 
Be let on trouth and rightw p 
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Like their eſtates in pꝛince 02 pꝛinteſſe, 
FJ dare affirme of them bothe t wayne, 
Foz vytious liuinge they muſt endure payne, 


But whan they ben faythfull of entent, 
Right and trouth iuſtly to maintayne, 

And in their royall power be not blent, 
Wꝛonges redzeſſyng and poze folke ſuſtene, 
And locontune with conſcience ſo clene: 
Such life moze rath than pompeof warres, 
hal make the taigne in heuẽ aboue þ ſtars. 


Foz whiche let pꝛintes vnde rſtand atones, 
And woꝛlbiy pꝛinteſſes w all their riches, 
That their high hoꝛnes fret w riche ſtones, 
To heauen their paſſage dothe not dzeſſe, 
But vertuous life, chatitye, and mekenes: 
Whan they liſt pꝛide out of their hart arace, 
That cauleth the in heauen to winne a plate. 


There is no moze ſtraunge abuſion; 

Ne tokoze god greater ydolatry, 

Than whan pꝛinces liſt catche affection 
Creatures fal ſly to deifye, 

By colluſion bꝛought in by ſozrery, | 
Now god defende all pꝛinces well diſpoſed, 
With ſuche falſe craft neuer to be enoyſed; 


And their eyen by none illulions 3 
Be not avieugled neither with hoke noz line, 
Noz by no boytes of falſe inſpections 
Wꝛought by Cyꝛenes by dzinke oz medicine, 
Whiche of their nature reſemble to a ſhzine, 
Thzough riches outward a beauty ſoueraine 
And who loke inwarde be like to a caraine, 


God of his grate amende all ſuche outrage, 
In noble pꝛintes, a laue tht from ſuch werre 
And them enlumine diſpolyng their courage 
In luche falſe woꝛchyp they no moze ne erre: 
Like to Atgus that they ſene a ferte, 

That no falſe fagyng cauſe the to be blynde, 
Gods noz goddeſſes to woꝛchip againe kynd, 


And though ß Romains did woꝛchip a honox 
To Romulus by a conſtraynt dzede, 
Let no man take example of theirerrour, 
But to the lozde whole lides were made rede, 
To ſaue mankinde and on a croſſe was deed, 
Let men to hym in chefe their loue oblerue. 
Which can the quite better than they deſerue 
L. iuii. The 


Of myghty Cirus the imperiall nobleſſe 
Was by a woman vẽquyched # bozne doune, 
God made her chaſtiſe his furious wodnes, 
And foꝛ toppꝛeſſe his famous high renoun: 
Foꝛ where vengeaunce hath dominacton, 

Jn wozldly pzinces,playnly todeuyle 
With vaware ſtroke god can the chaſtiſe, 


Thende of Cirus can bere ful wel recoꝛde, 
How god wſtandeth folke Þ ben vengeable, 
Loꝛdchyp a mercy whan they ben at diſcoꝛde, 
Right wyll not ſuffer their ate to be Nable: 
And foz this Cirus was ſo vnmerciable, 

He with vnmercy puniſhed was in dede, 
Deth quyt fox deth, lo here his final mede. 


In llaughter a blode he dyd greately delyte 

Foz in tho twayne was his repaſt in dede, 

— no mercy his begeaunce to reſpyte 
here he founde matter any blode to ſhede, 

Such toy he had by deth to ſe folke blede: 

And fox the (yght did him ſo much good, 

His fatal ende was foz to lwym in blode. 


Lo here thexequies of this mighty king, 

Lo here the ende ok his eſtate royal, 

There were no flames noꝛ bꝛondes ſhinynge 
To bꝛen his body with fires funeral, 

Noꝛ obſeruaunces noz offringes marciall, 
Noz tombe of golde with ſtones rych # fyne, 
Was none ozdained to make with his zine. 


Epitaphie ther was none red noꝛ ſonge 

By no poete wyth their poetries, 

Noz of his triũphes there was no bell ronge, 
Noz no wepers with ſobbynge tragedies; 
None attendaunce but ofhys enemies, 
Which of hatred in their cruell rage, 

Caſt out his carayne to beaſtes moſt ſauage, 


Lohere of Cirus the finall auenture, 

Which of al Alie was whylom emperour, 
Now lieth he abiect without lepulture, 

Ot high noꝛ low he founde no better fauoure: 
Lo here the fyne of al wozldly labour, 
Namely of tiraunts which lyſt not god dzede, 
But let their luſt to laughter # blodechede. 


Lenuoye: 


K im noble pzynces conſidze in youre 
ſyghte 


The ſeconde boke 


1 
The fine of Cirus pitous a lamẽtable 


Dow god puniſheth of equitie # ryght 
Tirauntes echone cruel and vengeable: 

Foz in his ſyght it is abhominable 

That a pꝛince, as philoſophers wzite, 

In ſlaughter of men choulde hym lelfe delyte, 


This ſaide Cirus was a full manly knight 
In begynning ryght famous and notable, 
Nature yaue him lemelineſſe # myght, 
Foz in conqueſt was none lene moze able, 
Tyl tiranny the ſerpent diſceyuable 
Merciles his coꝛage dyd atwite, 

In ſlaughter of men whan him gan delite. 


Wherekoze ye pꝛintes remẽbꝛe day & nyght, 
Taffozce your nobles c make it pardurable, 
To get you fauour # loue of enery wyght, 
Which Gal your ſtates coſerue a kepe table: 
Fo there is conqueſt none ſo honourable 

In gouernaunce, as vengeaunceto reſpite, 
Mercy pꝛekerring in llaughter not delite. 


CHowe Imilius fo2 couetyſe ſlough his bꝛo⸗ 
ther and Remus and Rumalus nouri⸗ 


ched by a wolfes, 
ter king Cirus Bochas did eſpy 
Two wozthy bꝛethern wyth faces pi⸗ 
Altous, 


Boꝛʒne by diſcent to reigne in Albanpe, 
Both of one father the tozy telleth vs: 
The one of them called Amulius 

And to remembꝛe the name of that other, 
Numitor ycalled was his bzother 


They had a fader whyche named was Pꝛo⸗ 
Kyng of Þland the ſtoꝛy doth deuiſe, (chas, 
After whole deth playnely thys is the cale, 
Imulius foz falſe couetiſe, | 

His bꝛother llough in ful cruel wyſe, 

That he vniuſtly by falſe tiranny 

Might haue the kingdom alone ol Albany. 


This Albany by diſcripcion 

Like as Bochas affirmeth in certeine, 

Is a titpe not ferre fro Rome toun, 

Set on an hyl belide a large pleine: 

The building tately,rych & well beleine, 
——_ walles with many a high toure, 
And Alcanius was fyꝛſte thereof foundour. 


Which called wag in his foundacion, 
Jlba- 


Albania fo2 the great whytnes, 

There kynges after by ſucceſſion 
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The temple of Ueſta ſtode in wilderneſſe, 
Where Rea had holy the gouernaunce 

Of pꝛieſtly honour done to the goddeſſe, 
Wyth many ſtraunge vncouth obſerua ice: 
But by her bꝛothers moꝛtall oꝛdinaunce, 
Her yong ſonnes might not be ſocoured, 
But caſt out to beaſtes to be deuoured. 


But a ſhe wolfe whych whelped had late, 
To yene thẽ ſoke dyd her bulineſſe, 

By god oꝛdained oꝛ by ſome heauenly fate, 
Thẽ to conſetue fro deth in their diſtres: 
Foꝛ holy wꝛite plainly beareth wytnes, 
God can defende as it is well couth, 
Childꝛen fro miſchete in their tendꝛe youth, 


But in this whyle this ſayd Amuliug, 
That was their vncle, as made is mencion, 
Agayne his luſter frowarde and furious, 
Made her be yt in a ful derke pziſon: 

And there coinplaynyng the diſtruction 

Ok her two childꝛen bozne to her repꝛefe, 
Foz very ſoꝛow dyed at great myſchefe, 


Atter the ſtozye that one of them Remus, 
And the leconde was named Romulus. 


Ok whyeh bꝛethern bzefely to termyne, 

The towne of Rome toke oꝛiginal: 

Ol kalle diſclaundze fyꝛſt began that lyne, 
The rote out ſought ful vicious foũde at all, 
Clerely remẽbꝛed foꝛ a memozial 

Their begynning grewe of luch incotinence, 
As clerkes call Inceſtus in ſentence, 


Jnceſtus is a thyng not fayze noz good 

After that bokes wel deuile conne, 

As treſpaſſyng wyth kyn oz wyth blode 

N2 frowarde medlyng w her that is a nonne: 
And thus the line of Rome was begon, 

Foz llaughter, murder, and falſe robbꝛy 

Was chere begynnynge ok al their auncetry. 


Ok Conetyſe they toke their auauntage, 

Lyggers of waies and robbers openly, 

Murdzers alſo of their owne linage, 

And ſtronge theues gate to their company, 

Spoiled al tho that paſt them fozby, 

Under chadowe of kepinge CR i 
t. | 


Of myghty Cirus the imperiall nobleſſe 
Was by a woman vẽquyched x bozne doune, 
God made her chaſtiſe his furious wodnes, 
And foz toppꝛeſſe his famous high renoun: 
Foꝛ where vengeaunce hath dominacion, 
Jn wozldly pꝛinces, playnly to deupſe 
With vnware ſtroke god can the chaſtiſe. 


Thende of Cirus can bere ful wel recoꝛde, 
How god wſtandeth folke y ben vengeable, 
Loꝛdchyp a mercy whan they ben at diſcoꝛde, 
Right wyll not ſuffer their tate to be (able: 
And foz this Cirus was ſo vnmertiable, 

He with vnmercy puniſhed was in dede, 
Deth quyt foz deth, lo here his final mede. 


In llaughter a blode he dyd greately delyte 

Foz in tho twayne was his repaſt in dede, 

—— no mercy his begeaunce to reſpyte 
Ohere he founde matter any blode to chede, 

Such toy he had by deth to ſe folke blede: 

And fox the (yght did him ſo much good, 

His fatal ende was foz to lwym in blode. 


Lo here thexequies of this mighty king, 

Lo here the ende ok his eſtate ropal, 

There were no flames noꝛ bꝛondes ſhinynge 
To bꝛen his body with fires funeral, 

No: obſeruaunces noz offringes marciall, 
Noz tombe of golde with ſtones rych # fyne, 
Was none ozdained to make with his zine. 


Epitaphie ther was none red noz ſonge 

By no poete wyth their poetries, 

Noz of his triũphes there was no bell ronge, 
Noꝛ no wepers with ſobbynge tragedies; 
None attendaunce but of hys enemies, 
Which of hatred in their cruell rage, 

Caſt out his carayne to beaſtes moſt ſauage. 


Lo here of Cirus the finall auenture, 

Which of al Aſie was whylom emperour, 
Now lieth he abiect without lepulture, 

Ok high noꝛ low he founde no better fauoure: 
Lo here the fyne of al wozldly labour, 
Namely of tiraunts which lyſt not god dzede, 
But let their luſt to laughter # blodeſhede , 


Tenuope. 


K im noble pꝛyntes conſidze in youre 
lyghte 


The ſeconde bone 


The fine of Cirus pitous a lamẽtable 


How god punicheth of equitie  ryght 
Tirauntes echone cruel and vengeable: 

Foz in his ſyght it is abhominable 

That a pꝛince, as philoſophers wzite, 

In ſlaughter of men choulde hym lelfe delyte. 


This ſaide Cirus was a full manly knight 
In begynning ryght famous and notable, 
Nature paue him lemelineſſe # myght, 
Foz in conqueſt was none lene moze able, 
Tyl tiranny the (ſerpent diſceyuable 
Merciles his coꝛage dyd atwite, 
Jnſlaughter ok men whan him gan delite. 


Whereloꝛe pe pzinces remebze day c nyght, 
Taffozce your nobles c make it pardurable, 
To get you fauour & loue of enery wyght, 
Which tal your ſtates coſerue a kepe able; 
Foz there is conqueſt none ſo honourable 

In gouernaunce, as vengeaunceto reſpite, 
Mercy pzefcrring in laughter not delite. 


The. xb. Chapiter. 


CHowe Amilius foz conetyſe ſlough his bꝛo⸗ 
ther and Remus and Rumalus nourt- 


ched by a wolfes, 
ter king Cirus Bochas did eſpy 
JLCTwo wozthy bzethern wyth faces pi⸗ 
/I Ctous, 


Boꝛne by diſcent toreigne in Albanpe, 
Both of one father the ſtoꝛy telleth vs: 
The one of them called Imultus 

And to remembꝛe the name of that other, 
Numitor ycalled was his bꝛother 


They had a fader whychenamed was Pꝛo⸗ 
Kyng of Þland the ſtozy doth deuile, (chas, 
After whole deth playnely thys is the caſe, 
Imulius foz falſe couetiſe, | 

His bꝛother llough in ful cruel wyle, 

That he vniuſtly by falſe tiranny 

Might haue the kingdom alone ol Albany. 


This Albany by diſcripcion 

Like as Bochas allirmeth in certeine, 

Is a cite not ferre fro Rome toun, 

Set on an hyl beſide a large pleine: 

The building ſtately,rych a well beſeine, 
Stronge walles with many a 775 toure, 
And Alcanius was fyꝛſte thereof foundour., 


Which called wag in his foundacion, 


Jlba- 


—— — 


S TY A 


Albania foz the great whytnes, 

There kynges after by ſucceſſion 

Named Albanots pzinces of great nobles, 
Ind by dilcent the ſtoꝛy beareth wytnes 
From kyng Pꝛochas recozde on bokes olde, 
Came thele.it.bzethzen Kea their ſuſter told, 


Numitoꝛ ſlayne as made ts mencion 

The kyngdom occupied by Amulius, 
And Kea entred in to religion, 

Fo to be wympled in that holy houſe, 
Sacred to Ueſta wyth virgyns glozioug, 
There foz to abyde # becontemplatife, 
With other maydens duryng al her lyte, 


Ind thys was done whyle Che was yonge of 
By her bzother,of falle entencton, (age, 
That Te <oulde haue no maner heritage 
Noz clapme no title in that region, 

Ok her kynred by none occaſion: 

But ſtande pꝛokeſſed in virginitye 

Tofoze UVeſta, and liue in chaſtitie. 


pet not withſtanding her virginal clenneſſe, 
She hath concepued by natural myꝛacle: 
Gan to encreale in her holynes, 

Whoſe wombe aroſe,'n kide was no obſtacle, 
Agayne ſuch bolnyng auapleth no triacle: 
But the goddes foꝛ her lo dyd ozdayne, 

That ſhe at ones had lonnes twayne, 


The temple of Ueſta ſtode in wilderneſle, 
Where Nea had holy the gouernaunce 

Of pꝛieſtly hon our done to the goddeſſe, 
Wyth many ſtraunge vncouth obſerua ice: 
But by her bꝛothers moꝛtall oꝛdinaunce, 
Her yong ſonnes might not be ſocoured, 
But caſt out to beaſtes to be deuoured. 


But a ſhe wolfe whych whelped had late, 
To yeue thẽ ſoke dyd her bulineſſe, 

By god oꝛdained oꝛ by ſome heauenly fate, 
Thẽ to conſerue fro deth in their diſtres: 
Foꝛ holy waite plainly beareth wytnes, 
God can defende as it is well couth, 
Childꝛen frõ miſchefe in their tendze youth, 


But in this whyle this ſayd Amuliug, 
That was their vncle,as made is mencion, 
Agayne his luſter frowarde and furious, 
Made her be (yt in a ful dere pziſon: 

Ind there coinplaynyng the diſtruction 
Okher two childꝛen bozne to her repꝛefe, 
Foz very ſoꝛow dyed at great myſchefe, 


of John Bochas. 


Leaf.liiti , 


Thele layde chyldzen deuoyde of al refute 
Beſyde a riuer lay pitiouſly crying, 

From al ſocoure naked and deſtitute, 
Except a wolues vpon them waityng 

It whole wombe ful ſtyl they lay ſoukyng, 
Unto nature a thyng contrarious, 
Childzen to ſouke on beaſtes raucnous, 


But he that is loꝛde of euery creature 
Byght as hym lyſt can both laue # (pyl, 
And beaſtes which ben rage of their nature 
He can aduett, ⁊ make them lye ful ſtyl, 
Tigres a lions obedient at his wil: 

The ſame loꝛde hath made a fel wolueſſe 
Unto twey childꝛen her bigges foz to dꝛeſſe. 


And whyle thys wolues had the in depole, 
Ther came an herde called Fauſtulus, 
Behelde their ſoukyng # ſaw the lye ful cloſe, 
Whych Geperde was of kyng Amulius: 
Caught vp thele chyldꝛẽ the ſtoꝛy telleth thug 
And bꝛought the foꝛth with great diligence, 
Unto his wpfe that called was Laurence, 


Ind che foꝛ loue dyd her buly payne, 
Them to koſtre, tyl they came of age, 
Gaue them ſouke of her bzeſtes twapne, 
Fco day to dayeof hert and hole cozage: 
And they were called as in that langage, 
After the ſtoꝛye that one of them Remus, 
Ind the leconde was named Romulus. 


Of whych bzethern bzefely to termyne, 

The towne of Rome toke oꝛiginal: 

Ok falſe diſclaundze fyꝛſt began that lyne, 
The rote out ſought ful vicious foũde at all, 
Clerely remebzed foꝛ a memozial 

Their begynning grewe of luch incotinence, 
As clerkes call Jnceſtug in ſentence, 


Jnceſtus is a thyng not fayze noꝛ good 

After that bokes wel deuile conne, 

As treſpaſſyng wyth kyn oz wyth blode 

N2 frowarde medlyng w her that is a nonne: 
And thus the line of Rome was begon, 

Foz ſlaughter, murder, and falſe robbzy 

Was chete begynnynge of al their auncetry. 


Ok Couetyſe they toke their auauntage, 

Lyggers of waies and robbers openly, 

Murdzers alſo of their owne linage, 

And ſtronge theues gate to their company, 

Spoiled al tho that paſt them fozby, 

Under chadowe of kepinge —— s 
in. f 


Il maner people they pzoudly dyd aſſaile. 


To flee marchaũtes they had no conſcience, 
And foz to mut dꝛe folke of euery age, 
Women to oppzelle of fozce and vyolence, 

In al that countre this was their vlage: 
Where they abode ther was no ſure paſſage, 
And theſe two bꝛethern lyke as it is founde, 
Fonde firſt ð maner of ſpeares carpe groade. 


Iſpeare in greke called is quiris, 

And foz that cauſe the layd Romulus, 

As bokes lap, and ſothely ſo it is 

He akter warde was called Quirinus. 
Which W his bꝛother p talled was Remus, 
Was in al thyng confederate a partable, 
That tokoꝛe god was vicious # dampnable. 


Ind as it was acco2dynge to their life, 

Fo: lacke of vertue they fyll in great diffame, 
And atwene thẽ ther was an vncoath ſtryfe, 
Which of both Could peue the name 

Unto the citie, atwene erneſt and game, 
Akter theyz names Rome to be called, 

Thus fyll the caſe akoꝛe 02 it was walled. 


And therupon ful longe laſted their ſtriues, 
Which chould of them haue dominacion, 
Shewing their titles and pꝛerogatpues, 
Who Gould of them yeue name to the toun, 
Ind reigne as kyng in that region: 

There was no reaſon who uld go befozne, 
Bycaule they were both at once bozne, 


But to fyniſhe their fraternal dylcoꝛde, 
They haue pꝛoupded atwene the anon ryght, 
Thus condiſcendyng to put thẽ at accozde, 
Nolither by koꝛce, oppꝛeſſpon, noꝛ myght, 
That whych of them lawe greateſt flyght 

Ol byꝛdes flyeng high vpon an hyl, 

Should name the citye at his owne wpl, 


Of this accoꝛde foꝛ to be wytneſſe, 

They w them lad a ful great multitude, 
(Therof to yeue a dome of right wilneſſe, 
Both of wyſe and of people rude, 

Al at ones thys mater to conclude: 

Ind to an hyl called Juentyne, 

They ben aſcended this matter foz to fine, 


Ind byꝛdes (yre to Remus dyd appere, 
By augury as they gan pzocede, 
Called vultures ful fierce in theirmanere, 


The ſeconde boke 


But in numb2e the double dyd excede 
That Romulus (awe whan he toke hede: 
Wherof ther fyll a great contrauerſp, 
Which ofthe choulde pzeuayle on his party, 


Thus firſt of al & emus had a ſyght 

Ok ſixe birdes called Uultures, 

Ind foz toauaunce # pzefer hys right, 

He ful pzoudely put him ſelfe in pꝛees: 

But Romulus was not recheles 

Dis bzothers clayme playnly to entrouble, 
Affozced hys title with the numbze double, 


pet ok his purpoſe one of the muſt faple, 
Though it ſo be that they euer ſtriue; 
But Romulus gan finally pꝛeuaile, 
And to the cityehe fozth went blyue, 
And as auctours lyſt echone diſcryue, 
And in their bokes as they reherce al, 
After his name Rome he dyd it cal, 


And al fozeins to exclude out 

And agayne the to make ſtronge defence, 
Fyꝛſt he began to wal it rounde aboute, 
And made a lawe ful dzedful in ſentence, 
Who clymeth the wal by any violence, 
Outward oꝛ in warde there is no moꝛe to ſep 
By ſtatute made he muſt nedes dey. 


This was enacte by ful plaine ozdinaiice 
In paine of deth which no man bzeke hal, 
But ſobefyll Remus ofignozaunce, 

Which of the ſtatute knewe nothynge atal, 
Ofauenture went ouer the wal, 

Foz whichea knyght oꝛdained in certayne 
The laide Remus hath with a ppkeis ſlayn, 


Dis bꝛother lyſt not in no maner wyſe 
Againe the lawe to be fatourable, 

But aſſented parcel foz couetyſe, 

Upon Remus to be moze vengeable: 

Df thys entent td make his reigne ſtable, 
That he alone myght gouerne & non other 
By no clayme bꝛought in by his bꝛother. 


Fund that the people chuld the moze delite 
There to abyde and haue poſſeſſton, 

AIs olde auctours of Romulus do wꝛite, 
Within the boundes of the ſame toun, 
That he deuiſed by ou pꝛouiſion, 

In compas rounde fo croniclers compple, 
A teritozy that called was Alple. 


Thys 


This Iſylumi by Romulug deuiſed, 

Was aplace ofrefuge and ſocours, 

Like a theatre with liberties fraanchiſed, 
Foz to receiue all fozayne treſpaſours, | 
Theues, murdzers, wapliggers, æ robbours 
By great reſozt within the walles wide, 

To koſter all bzybers 5ᷣ durſt no where abide, 


And with fled people fro diuers regions, 
The citye gan to encreaſe and multiplye: 
And baniſhed folke of ſtraunge nacions, 

To finde refuge thither gan them bye; 

And thus by p2oceſſe gan their chiualry, r, 
Firſt thzough tyꝛantes retcheles of wozkyng 
Till all the wozldobeped their biddyng. 


Of wilfull fozce without title of right 
They bꝛought all people vnder ſubiection, 

A claime they made by violence and might, 
Ind toke no hede of trouth noz reaſon, 

And the firſt auctour of their foundation, 
Was Romulus, that gathered all this route 
Within the citye and walled it about, 


Indmany day as made is mencion 

He had this citye in his gouernaunce, 

And was the firſt kyng crowned in that toun, 
And raigned there by continuaunce, 

Full manp peres, till the variaunce 

Ol foztune thꝛough her falſe enupe, 

Jn Campania made him foz to dye, 


Upon a day whan it gan thunder loude, 

His name fozeuer to be moze magnified, 
Some bokes (aye he was rapt in a cloude, 
High vp in heauen to be ſtellified, 

With other Gods ſtately deified, 

There to be ſtalled by Jupiters ſyde, 

Like foꝛ his knightes a3 Mars liſt pꝛouide. 


Lo here of panyms a falſe opinion, 

To Chꝛiſtes la we contrary and odious, 
That tyꝛantes Could by falſe oppꝛeſſion 
Be called goddes oz named glozious, 
Whiche by their liue were founde bycious: 
Foz this playne trouth J dare it well tell, 
They rather ben fiendes ful depe in hell; 


Fo2 but in earth their domination 
Conueyed be by vertuous nobles, 
Ind that their power and renoun 


Be let on trouth and rightwi 5 
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Tæłat.lxi. 


Like their eſtates in pꝛince 02 pꝛinceſſe, 
FJ dare affirme of them bothe t Wayne, 
Foz vycious liuinge they muſt endure payne, 


But whan they ben faythfull ofentent, 
Right and trouth juſtly to maintayne, 

And in their royall power be not blent, 
Wꝛonges redzeſſyng and poze folke ſuſtene, 
And lo tontune with conſcience ſo clene: 
Such life moze rath than pompe ol warres, 
Shal make the taigne in heuẽ aboue 5ᷣ ſtars, 


Fo2 whiche let pzinces vnderſtand atones, 
And woꝛlbiy pzinceſſes w all their riches, 
That their high hoꝛnes fret w riche tones, 
To heauen their paſſage dothe not dzeſſe, 
But vertuous life, chatitye, and mekenes: 
Whan they liſt pꝛide out of their hart arate, 
That cauleth the in heauen to winne a plate. 


There is no moze ſtraunge abuſion, 

Ne tokoze god greater ydolatry, 

Than whan pꝛinces liſt catche affection 
Creatures falſſy to deifye, 

By colluſion bzought in by ſozrery, 
Now god defende all pꝛinces well diſpoſed, 
With ſuche falſe craft neuer to be enopled; 


And their eyen by none illuſions | 
Be not avieugled neither with hoke noꝛ line, 
Noz by no boytes of falſe inſpections 
Wꝛought by Cyzenes by dꝛintze oz medicine, 
Whiche of their nature reſemble to a chzine, 
Thꝛough riches outward a beauty ſoueraine 
And wholoke inwarde belike to a caraine, 


God of his grate amende all ſuche outrage, 
In noble pꝛintes, a laue tht from ſuch werre 
And them enlumine dilpolyng their courage 
In luche falſe woꝛchyp they no moze ne erre; 
Like to Atgus that they ſene a ferre, 

That no falſe fagyng cauſe the to be blynde, 
Gods noꝛ goddeſles to woꝛchip againe kynd, 


And though ß Romains did woꝛchip a honox 
To Romulus by a conſtraynt dꝛede, 
Let no man take example of their errour, 
But to the loꝛde whole lides were made rede, 
To laue mankinde and on a croſſe was deed, 
Let men to hym in chere their loue oblerue. 
Which can the quite better than they deſerue 
L. iiii. The 
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¶ ce. xxir · Chapter. 


c howe Mecius kpng of Albanoys beynge 


falſe of his othe and aſſuraunce, was 
d2awen into pieces. | 


Ext Romulus w teares al beſpꝛaint, 
Unto John Bochas appered Mecius, 
© » Dfchereandloke #ofhis pozt faynte, 
His fall declaryng frowarde a dilpitous, 
And he was called eke Sufficius, 
Lowe of byꝛthe and limple in vpgrowyng, 
Of Albanops tyll foꝛtune made him kyng. 


Igain whole pꝛide the Romains gan warrey 
Full mightely oppꝛeſſyng his countree: 

And foꝛ kyng Mecius liſt them not obey, 
They caſt them fully auenged foz to be, 
Becauſe his byꝛthe was but of lowe degre, 
And was riſen vp vnto eſtate royall, 

They the purpoſe to peue him a ſodapne fall, 


Haſty clymbyng of pouert ſet on hight 
Whan wꝛonge title maketh him to alcende, 
With vnware peyſe of his owne might 

A ſodaine fall maketh him to diſcende, 
Whan he liſt not of (urquedy entende 

Fro whence he came, noꝛ him lelte to knowe, 
Till god a foztune his pope hath ouerthzow. 


Fozthis Mecius of pꝛelumption, 

Thought again Romayns his pꝛide might a- 
Gan warre againe the by rebellion, (uaile, 
Was not fearfull their nobles to aſſayle, 
Till on a day was ſigned a battaile: 

Bothe their hoſtes within a felde to mete, 
To take their part be it ſoure o2 (wete, 


O hat tyme in Romeraigned Hoſtilius, 
A manly man anda ful wozthy knyght, 
T wene him concluded and kyng Mecius 


They twapne to mete in ſtele armed bꝛyght, 


Foz bothe battayles totrye out the ryght, 
By iuſt accoꝛde and therin not vary, 
The party vaynquiſhed to be tributary, 


And wholy put him in ſubiection 

LOtthout entreatyng oz any moze delay, 
And finally foz ſhozt concluſion 

Kyng Hoſtilius the triumphe wan that day, 
That Albanoys coulde not ſay nay, 

But that Romapns as put is in memozy, 


The ſecond boke 


By linguler battayle had wonne the vic toꝛp. 


Thus had Romayns firſt poſſeſſion 

Ok Ilbanoys,to obey them and to d2ede, 

Mecius yelded and ſwozne to the toun , 
Neuer to rebell foꝛ fauoure ne foz mede, ; 
But foꝛ he was double founde in dede I 
Ok his aſſuraunce, and falle to their citie, 5 
He was chaſtiled anone as ye tall ſe, 


Agapnſt Fidinates a countrey of Itaile, 

King Hoſtilius foz their rebellion, 

Caſt he woulde mete them in battaple, 

Foz common p2ofite and foꝛ diffenſion 

Bothe of his citye and ofhis royall toun: N 
And foz to affoꝛce his party in wozkynge, 4 
Ol Albanoys he ſent vnto the kynge 5 


To tome in haſte with his whole chpualrp, 
Ind tary not in no maner wile, 

But make him tronge to luſtaine his party, 
Like his beheſt as ye haue hearde deniſe. 
But kyng Mecius full falſly gan pꝛactice, 

A lleighty treaſon and a couert wyle, 
Agaynſt his pzomiſe the Romapns to begyle, 


Pet he outwarde pꝛetendyng to be true, 
Came to the felde with a full great meyny, 
Liuyng in hope to ſe ſome chaunges newe 
That he on Rome might auenged be: 

And ſpecially that he myght le 

Kyng Hoſtilius of frowarde enup, . 
That day outrayed with all his chyualry, 


Firſt when he law the Romayns enbattailed 
And Fydinates on that other ſide, 

Their wardes ready foz to haue aſſapled, 
He couertly did on an hyll abyde, 

And to noꝛ fro lyſt not gonoz ryde, 

Not his perſon put in teopardy: 

But who was ſtrongeſt to holde on þ partye, 


Wherof the Romayns fyll in ſuſpection 

Ok kyng Mecius whan they toke hede, 

Tyll Hoſtilius of hygh diſcrecion 

Thzough his knighthode put the out ofdzede, 
And gan diſſunule of Mecius the falſehede, 
And to comfozt his knyghtes ofentent, 
Sayd what he did, was done by his aſſent, 


He was full lothe that his chynalry 

Should know the effect of Mecius treaſon, 
Whtche caiiſemyght in all oz in party, 

Full greathindzyngby ſome occaſion, 
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To deme in him falſenes oz treaſon: 
pet ok trouth the ſtoꝛy beareth witnes, 
Ill that he ment was vntrouth and falſenes. 


Thus of manhode and of high pzudence 

He to his knyghtes yaue hart a hardines, 
Made them let on by ſo great vyolence 
That he the felde gate ok high pꝛowes 

On Fidinates, bꝛought in ſo great diſtreſſe 
And ſo outrayed of foꝛce on euer ſide, 
Tofoze Romayns that they ne durſt abide, 


And whan Mecius ſaw them thus outraped 
By amaner of fayned falſe gladnes, 

Like as he had in hart be well apayed, 

To Hoſtilius anone he gan him dꝛeſſe, 

Him ſelfe reioyſyng by counterfayte likenes: 
And foz his meanyng playnly was conceiued 
So as he came, tyght ſo was he receyued, 


Thus whan Mecius ſtode in his pzelence 
With a pzetence of faithfull ſtablenes, 

And all the appozt of trouth in apparence 

He (<adowed hath his expert doublenes, 
Under ſote hony couert bitternes: 

Frendly vyſage w wozdes (mothe a playne, 
Tho mouth # hart departed were in twaine. 


But Hoſtilius hath all his fraude eſpied, 
And his compaſſed falſenes and treaſon, 
And therupon hath iuſtly fantaſied 

A paine accoꝛdyng ypeyſed of reaſon, 

Him to puniche by a double paſſion: 

This to mean, like as he was deuided, 

A double toꝛment foz him he hath pꝛouided. 


This was his dome and his fatall payne 

By Hoſtilius contriued of iuſtice, 

His fete, his armes, atwene charets twayne 
Naked and bare the ſtozy dothe deuile 

To be bounde and knit in trauers wile, 
Contrariouſly the hozſe to dꝛawe and hale, 
Tyll all his body were rent on pieces ſmall, 


Ind right as he was cauſe of great trouble, 
Founde aye in dede moſt full of variaunce, 
Therkoꝛe his payne was in maner double, 
Right as him (elf was double in gouernaũce 
Falle of his othe, ot heſt, and aſſurgunce, 
And double in menyng as he hath perſeuered 
So in his ende his mebzes were diſceuered, 


His fete were dꝛawe from the head alunder, 
There was no ioynt with other fox to abide; 
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Here was a legge and an armelayyonder, 
Thus eche member krõ other gan deuide 
And foꝛ he coulde holde in outher ſyde, 

By falle pꝛetente to outher party true, 
Him to chaſtice was founde a payne newe. 


The. xxx. Chapter. 


tA Chapiter howe pꝛynces oulde of theit 
othes and pꝛomiles be true, auoydyng 
all doublenes and de⸗ 
ception, 


O here the ende of double falle meanyng 
Wha wozde a hart be contrarious: 
Othe and beheſt falſe founde in a kyng, 

OfAlbanoys as was this Mecius, 

O nohle pꝛynces pzudent and vertuous, 

Let neuer ſtoꝛy after moze reco2de 

That woꝛde # dede choulde in you diſcozde, 


Foz kyng Wecius variaunt of courage, 
Whoſe inward menig was euer on treals ſet, 
Trapnes tontriuyng with a fapze vyſage, 
His thought, his harte, w double coꝛdes fret, 
By Bochas called diſceyte a falſebaret: 
Whiche vyce diſcriuyng concludeth of reaſon, 
Fraude ot all fraudes is falſe deception, 


Fo: with a face flatteryng and peacible, 
Pꝛetendyng trouth vnder falſe pleaſaunce, 
With his panteris perillous and terrible 
Trappeth innocentes w gryns of miſchaũce: 
Imeane dilceite, that w her countenaunce, 
Folkes englueth (imple and retcheles, 

And than warreth vnder a face of pees. 


Puiſſatice of pzynces famous x honourable, 
Yath ben diſceaued by this traytoureſſe, 
And folke moſt pꝛudẽt in their eſtate notable 
Hath be diſtroubled by ſuche doublenes: 
And many a knyght victoꝛious of pꝛowes, 
Yath ben entryked foꝛ all his hygh renoun, 
By traynes founde of diſceyte # treaſon, 


Dilceyte deceyueth a ſhalbe deceyued, 

Foz by diſceyte who is diſceyuable, 

Though his diſceyte be not out perceyued, 

To a dilcepuoure diſceyte is retournable: 

_ quit w fraude is guerdon couenable 
02 who with fraude fraudulent is found, 

To a defrauder fraude wyll aye rebounde, 


C The.rrxi.Chapter, 
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Ot kyng Hoſtilius that firſt weared pur- Where is Tullius chefe lanterne of thy toun, 


ple hewe, conlumpt with fiery 
leuin. 


at choulde J moꝛe of diſceite endite, 
W — the fraude of kyng Mecius, 
Foz J me caſt now finally to wꝛite 
The katall ende of kyng Hoſtilius: 
Whiche was the firſt as ſayth Ualerius, 
In Nome citye that auctours knew, 
Among kynges that weared purple hewe. 


But after all his tryumphall nobleſſe, 
And many vncouth knightly high empꝛile, 
Foꝛtune to appall the pꝛyſe of his pꝛoweſſe, 
Made him to be in full frowarde wile, 
Retcheles and ſlowe to do ſacrifice, 

To Jupiter, foꝛ whiche ſent from heuin, 
He was conſumpt with lodaine firy leuin. 


Here men may le the reuolutions 

Ol foꝛtunes double puruepaunce, 

How þ molt mighty of Romapne champions 
Haue ſodainly be bzought vnto miſchaunce: 
And their outrages to put in remembꝛaunce, 
Great conqueſt turned to wo fro toye, 

Foꝛ a rebuke J ſende them this lenuope. 


CLenuoy, 
Ome remember of thy foundacion, 
And of what people thou toke thy be⸗ 
.ginnynge: 


Thy buildyng gan of falſe diſſencion, 

Of laughter, murdꝛe, ⁊ outragious robbing 
Peuyng to vs a maner knowlegyng 

A falſe beginnyng auctours determine, 
Shall by pꝛoceſſe come vnto rupne, 


Where be thy eperozs moſt ſouerain ofrenoun 
Kinges exiled fozoutragious liupng: 

Thy Senatours with wozthy Scipion, 
Poetes olde thy tryumphes rehearſpng: 
Thy laureat knightes moſt ſtately ridyng 
In high honour ? fozal their noble line, 

Is by long pꝛoceſſe bzought to rupne. 


Where is now Ceſar that toke poſſeſſion 
Firſt of the empyze the tryumphe vſurpyngee 
Oz where is Lucan that maketh mencion, 
Ok all his conqueſt, by ſerious wzityng: 
Octauian moſt ſolemnelp raignyng: 

Where is become their loꝛdſhyp oꝛ their lyne, 
Pꝛoceſſe of yeres hath bꝛought it torupne, 


Jnrethozike all other ſurmouatyng: 
Wozall Senec oz pꝛudent ladde Caton 
Thy common pꝛokite alwaye pzcterryngy- 
Oz rightful Traian moſt tuſtly in his deming 
Whiche on no party liſt not to declyne, 

But long pꝛoceſſe hath bꝛought all to ruyne, 


Where is the temple of thy pꝛotettion 
Made by Uirgill,moſt curious of buyldyng; 
Pmages erect of euery region 

Whan any lande was founde rebellyng 
Toward that part a linal bell heard ringing, 
To that pꝛouynce the ymage did enclyne, 
Which by long pꝛoceſſe was bzought to ruyne 


Where is alſo the great extoꝛcion 
Dfconſules and pꝛefectes oppꝛeſſpng: 

Ok Dictatours the falſe collution? 

Of Decemuir the frowardediſceyuyng: 
The great outrage in their liuyng: 

Ok all echeone the odious rauine, 

Hath by pꝛoceſſe them bzought vnto rupne. 


Where is become thy dominacion, 

Thy great tributes, thy trealutes chynyng, 
The woꝛlde all whole in thy ſubiection, 
Thy ſwoꝛd of vegeaunce al people manacing 
Euer gready to encrele in thy gettyng 
Nothing by grare whiche that is diuine, 
Which hath the bzought by pꝛoceſſe to rupne. 


In thy moſt hygheſt exaltation, 

Thy pzoude tyzantes pꝛouinces conquering, 
To god contrary by long rebellion, 

Goddes, goddeſſes, falſely obeiyng, 

Aboue the ſtarres by (urquedous climbyng: 
(Till vengeaunce thy nobles did bntwyne, 
With new complaintes to ewe thy rupne. 


Lay downe thy pꝛide and thy pzeſumption, 
Thy pompous boſt, thy lozdſhips encreaſing, 
Confeſſe thine outrage ⁊ lay thy boaſt adoun, 
All falſe Gods playnly defiyng, 

Lift vp thine hart vnto the heauenly kyng, 
Whiche w his bloude thy ſoꝛowes fo2 to fyne, 
Hath made thy raunſum to laue the fro ruyne 


From olde Saturne dꝛawe thine affection, 

His golden wozlde fully deſpiſyng, 

And from Jupiter make a digreſſion, 

His lilueren tyme hartely diſpꝛaylyng: 

Neſoꝛt agayne th will and whole meanyng, 

To hun that is-lozde of the ozders * 10 
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Whiche mekely dyed to ſaue the fro ruyne. 


Though Mars be myghty in his aſſencion, 
By influence victoꝛies diſpolyng, = 

And bꝛight Phebus yeueth conlolation 
To wozidly pꝛinces their nobles auaunling: 
Fozſake their rightes and thy falſe offryng: 
And to that lozde bowe downe thy chyne, 
Whiche hed his bloude to laue the fro ruyne. 


Winged Mercury chiefe loꝛde and patrone 
Ok eloquence and of fayze ſpeakyng, 
Fozſake his ſeruice in thine opinion, 

And ſerue the loꝛde that —.— all thyng, 
The ſterred heauen the lpheres eke meayng, 
Whiche foꝛ thy ſake was crowned w a ſpine, 
His hart eke pearced to ſaue the froruyne, 


Caſt vp of Uenus the falſe deriſion 

Yer fiery bzande her flatteries renuyng, 

Of Diana the tranlmutacions, (dꝛepyng 
Nowe bꝛyght, nowe pale, nowe clere, nowe 
Of blynde Cupide the fraudulent mockyng 
Of Juno,Bachus,P2zoſerpina.and Lucine, 
Foz none but Chꝛiſt may ſaue the fro rupne. 


Uoyde of Cirſes the beaſtiall poyſon, 

Of Cy2enes the furious chauntynge: 

Let not Meduſa do the no treaſon 

And fro Goꝛgones turne thy lokyng. 
Andlet Sindereſis haue the in kepyng, 
That Chꝛiſt Jeſu may be thy medicyne, 
Igapne ſuche raſkaple to ſaue the fro rupne, 


Teal. lxiii. 


Of kalſe ydols make abiuracion, 

To Similachzes do no woꝛchyppyng: 
Maße thy reſozt to Chꝛiſtes pailion, 

ILhiche may by mercy redzeſle thyne erryng, 
And by his grace repare thy fallyng: + 

So thou obey his vertuous diſciplyne 
Trult that he ſhall reſtoze thy ruyne. 


His mercy is ſurmountyng of foyſon, 

Euer encreaſeth without amenuſyng, 

Ape at full eche time and eche ceaſon, 

And neuer waneth by none cclypſyng: 
Whan men lift make denoutly their rekening 
To leaue their {inne # come to his doctrine, 
He teady is tokepe them from rupne. 


© Kome, Rome, all olde abulion 
Ok ceremonies fallly diſuſpng, 
Lay them aſide, and in concluſion 


* Crye god mercy thy treſpace repentyng, 


Truſt he will not refuſe thy aſkyng, 
The to receyue to laboure in his vine, 
Eternally to ſaue the from rupne. 


O noble pꝛyntes of high difcrecion, 
Sithe in this wozlde is none abidyng, 
eyſe conſcience againſt wil and reaſon, 
ile yehaueleaſure of hart ymaginyng, 
Pe beare not hence but pour deſeruyng: 
Let this conceite aye in your thoughts mine, 
By example ot Rome, how all goth to ruyne, 


¶ Chus endeth the ſeconde boke, 
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Ie a Pilgryme which 5 goeth on fote, 
P And hath no hozſe to releue his trauail, 
Hote,d2ye,wery,and may find no bote 
Of well colde whan thyꝛſt doth him aſſaple, 
Wine noꝛ lycoure that may to him auayle: 
Kight ſo fare J whiche in my bulines, 
No ſuccour finde my rudenes to redꝛeſſe. 


I meane as thus, J haue no freche lycour 
Out of the conduites of Calliope, 

Noꝛ thꝛough Clyo in rethoꝛpke no floure, 
In my labour foz to refrethe me, 

Noꝛ of the ſiſters in number thziſe thꝛe: 
Whiche with Citherea on Pernaſo dwel, 
They neuer gaue me dzinke of their well: 


No of their ſpꝛynges clere and criſtallyn 
That lpꝛange by tonchyng of the Pegaſe, 
Their fauour lacketh my making to enlumin 
I fynde their balme of ſo great ſcarcite 

To tame their tunnes w ſome dꝛop of plente 
Foꝛ Poliphemus thꝛough his blyndnes, 
Hath in me darked of Argus the bzightnes. 


Our life here ſhoꝛt of wyt the great dulnes, 
The heup ſoule troubled with trauaple, 

And ok memozy the blaſyng bꝛotilnes: 

Dꝛede x vncunnyng haue made a ſtrong bat⸗ 
With werines my ſpirite to aſſaple, (taple 
And w their lubtill crepyng in moſt quaynt, 
Hath made my ſprite in making foz to faint, 


And ouermoꝛe the fearfull frowardnes 

Of mp ſtepmother called obliuion, 

Hatha baſtyle of fozyetfulnes, 

To ſtoppe the paſſage, # hadow my reaſon, 
That I myght haue no clere dyꝛection 

In tranſlatyng ofnewe to quycke me, 
Stozies to wate ok olde antiquitie. 


Thus was J ſet and ſtode in double werre, 
At the metyng of kear full wapes twayne, 
The one was this who euer liſt to lere, 
Where as good will gan me conſtrapne, 
Bochas to accomplythe foꝛ to do my payne, 
Came ignozaunce with a manace of dzede, 
My penne to reſt, J durſt not pꝛocede. 


Thus my ſelte remembꝛyng on this boke, 

It to traunſlate J had vndertake, 

Full pale of chere aſtonied in my loke, 

My hand gan tremble, my pen J felt quake, 
That diſpayzed J had almoſt fozſake 

So great a labour dzedefull # impoztable, 


The Pꝛologue. 


It to perkoꝛme J founde me ſo vnabie. 


Twene the relidue ofthis great iourney 
And little therot that was begonne: 

I ſtode checkmate foꝛ feare whan J gon ſe 
In my way how little J had ronne, 

Litze to a man that fayled day and ſonne, 
And had no light to accompliche his vyage, 
So karre J ſtode abacke in my paſſage. 


The night came on darked with igno2aunce, 
My wit was dull by clerencs to diſcerne 

In Rethozpke fo2 lacke of ſuffiſaunce, 

The toꝛches out # quenched was the lantern, 
And in this cale my ſtyle to gouerne 

Me to further J founde none other muſe, 
But hardas ſtone Pierides and edule, 


Suppoꝛt was none my dulnes foz to gye, 
Pouertte appꝛoched in ſtale croked age, 
Mercury ablent and Philologie, 

My purſe aye lyght a voyde of all coynage, 
Bachus farre ot to glad my courage, 

In ebbe of plente, ſcartete at full 

Which of an olde man maketh the ſpirite dull. 


But hope and truſt to put away dilpayꝛe, 
Into my mynde of new gan them delle; 
And chefe of all to make wether fayze. 

My loꝛdes fredom a bounteous largeſſe, 
Into mine hart bꝛought ſuch gladneſſe, 
That thꝛough releuyng ofhis benigne grace, 
Falle indigence lyſt me no moe manace. 


O how it is an hartly reioyling, 

To ſerue a pꝛynte that liſt to aduertile 

Ol their leruaũtes þ faythfuliuſt meanyng: 
And lift to cõſider to guerdon their ſeruice, 
Ind at a nede liſt them not deſpyſe: 

But fro al daũger Þ ſhould them noy 02 greue, 
Beth ence redy to helpe them and releue. 


Ind thus releued by the goodly hede, 

Ind thꝛough the nobles of this moſt knightly 
All miſtes clered of diſpayꝛe and dꝛede (man 
Truſt, hope, and fayth, into my hart ran: 
And on my laboure anone fozthwyth J gan, 
Foz by cleare ſuppoꝛt of my loꝛdes grace, 

All fozapnes lettyng fro me J did enchace. 


Foz folke that vſe to make great byages, 
Whiche vnderfonge long trauell and labour, 
Whe thei haue don gret part of their paſſages 
Ok werines to alſwage the rygoure, 


— nn 


Again} 


Againſt faintyſe to fynde ſome fauour, 
Loke oft agayne parcell to be teieued, 
To ſe how muche their tourney is acheued. 


Cauſe why they ſo oft loke ageyne 
Backeward turne loke, and eke vyſage, 

Is only this, that it may be leyne 

To them how much is done of their byage: 
Eke wery folke that gone on pylgrimage, 
eſt them ſome while a full large ſpace, 
Laboꝛious (weate to wipe fro their face. 


Their heauy fardell among they caſt adoun, 
Atcertaine botides to do their backes eale: 
At welles colde eke of entencion (apeaſe 
Dꝛinke freſhe water their greuous thurſt to 
Oz holelum wynes their appetite to pleale, 
Kekenyng the myles by computacions, 
Whiche they haue paſt of caſtels a of townes 


Jt doth them eaſe the number foz to know 
Syth they began, ol many great iourneys, 
Of hye mountapns, and of valeyes lowe, 
And ſtraunge ſightes palſyng by countreys, 
The vncouth buildyng of boꝛowes and cities 
Counting þ diſtaunce fro townes a the ſpaces 
This is their talking at their reſtyng places. 


The relidue and the lurpluſage 

They reken allo of their labour commyng, 
(Thinke it is a maner auauntage 

To haue and ſe a cleare knowlegyng 

Of thinges paſſed, x thinges eke folowynge: 
Foz to their hartes it doth full great pleſadice 
Whan all ſuche thing is put in remebzaunce, 


And ſemblably John Bochas as J fynde, 
Gan turne backe his lokeand countenaunce, 
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And to remember appoyntyng in his minde 
To the ſtoʒies rehearſed in ſubſtaunce, 

In his two bokes of loꝛowes # dilpleaſaſice, 
Him ſelfe aſtonied marueilyng a great dele 
The fall of pzynces from Foztunes whele, 


Of their vnhap as he dothe rehearce, 
Towarde the ſelfe the cauſe dothe rebounde, 
Their climbyng bp the heauens foꝛ to perce, 
In wozldly riches to encreaſe and abounde, 
Theit gredyetike doth them lelfe conkounde: 
And their thirſt ol hauyng vnſtauncheable, 
Cauleth their nobles to be ſo variable. 


Hygh climbyng bp of reaſon who can ſe, 
Dulleth of bzatnes the memoꝛiall, 
Blunteth the ſight ofhygh and low degre, 
Whiche from aloft maketh them to haue a fal: 
Men lape of olde, who that couet all 

It the vnlet houre luche one ſhall not cheſe, 
But all his gadzyng at once hall he lele. 


Foz wozldly folke whiche ſo hye aryſe 

IPyth the great peyle of wozldlye abundaice, 
Ind with the weight of frowarde couetiſe, 
Namely where Foꝛtune holdeth the balaũte, 
With vn ware turne of ſome vnhappy chatice, 
This ſtoꝛmy quene, this double Goddeſſe, 
Plungeth the downe from all their riches, 


Wherfoze Bochas hereof to make a pzefe, 
Sheweth to purpole a ſentence full notable: 
A clere example ot ſuche vnware milcheke, 
Wꝛiteth of an auctour by maner ofa fable, 
Flbe the menyng be full commendable, 

And well accozdyng in concluſton, 

To the clere * ok his entencion. 
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Mndalus doctour of 


Leaf.lrv, 


Altronomy concludethhow Pꝛyntes ſhoulde not atwite conſtel- 
lacions noꝛ Foꝛtune of their vnhappy fallyng, but 
their demerites and vytious 
liuyng, 


¶ The firſt Chapter. 


— Gapies whylom as he dothe 


pecuy 
In his pouth whan he to ſchole 
went, 
There was a doctour of Aſtro⸗ 
_— — W_ * nompe, 
Famaus of cunnyng and right excellent, 
Ofhyy:nrehearſyng ſhoztly in ſentment, 

His toy was molt to ſtudy and wake, 

And he was called Indalus the blake, 


He redde in (choles the mening of the heauen, 
Tye kinde of ſtarres and conſtellacions, 
The courſe alſo of the planets ſeuen, 

Their influence and their mocions: 

And helde alſo in his opinions, 

The fall of pꝛinces the cauſe well out ſonght, 
Came of them ſelfe and of foztune nought. 


Noꝛ the farres was nothing to wite 

By their meuyng, noꝛ by their influence 
Noz Þ men ſhould ok right the heauen at wite, 
F 02 no froward wozldly vyolence: 

Foꝛ this clarke there concluded in ſentence, 
Now men by vertue longe may contune, 
From hurt of ſtarres oz of foztune. 


Their owne deſert is chefe occaſion = 

Of their vnhappe who ſo taketh hede, 

Ind their demerites vnwarely put the doun, 
Whan vycious life doth their bzydle lede: 
Courſe of foztune noz of the ſtarres rede, 
Hindꝛeth nothing agayne their felicitie, 
Syth of free chople they haue full libertye, 


God puniſhed linne in many maner wyſe, 
Some he chaſtiſeth foz theyz owne auaile, 
Men may of reaſon in ſuche cale deniſe, 
Sinne aye requireth vengeaũee at his tayle: 
God of fo2tune taketh no counſaple, 

Noz from her meuyng no man is moze fre, 
Is clarkes wꝛite, than is glad pouertee; 


Ind vnto purpoſe this auctour full notable, 
To his ſcholers there beyng in pꝛeſente, 

Full demurely gan reherle a fable, 

With many a coloure of ſugred eloquence, 
Theron concludyng the ſame of his ſentence, 
Touching a ſtrife whiche he did erpzeſſe, 
Atwene glad pouert,x this blinde goddeſſe, 


d diſputation betwene Foztune and glad 
pouerre, 


Uod Andalus whilom of foztune 
* Jn ſtraite place there ſate glad pouert 
* hiche reſembled of loke & of figure 
A retcheles woinan moſt vgly vntoſe, 
At anarow metyng ofhye wayes thze, 
All to tozne,to ragged,and to rent, 
I thouſand patches vpon her garment, 


She was hydous bothe of chere and face, 
And in ſemyng voyde of ſoꝛow and dꝛede: 
Ind by that way as Foꝛtune did pace, 

Ind of glad Pouert ſodaynly toke hede, 
She gan to ſmile and laught at her in dede, 
By a maner ſcoꝛnyng in certayne, 

Ok her aray che had lo great dildaine. 


Whole froward laughter wha pouert did eſpp 
How che of her had indignacion, 
She role her vp of hygh melancholy 
laynly to chewe her entencion, 
thout good day oz ſalutacion, 
Doyng to Foztune no maner reuerence, 
Under theſe woꝛdes, declaryng her ſentence, 


O thou Foꝛtune moſte fole of foles all, 

What cauſe haſt thou foꝛ to laugh at me, 

Oz what diſdayne is in thyne hart fall: 

Spare not a deale tell on let ſe, 

Fo2 J full little haue ado with the, 

Ok olde noꝛ new J haue none aquayntaunce 

Neither with the noz wyth ”  __ 
Its n 


Ind whan Foꝛtune beholdeth the manere 
Ok glad Pouert,in her to toꝛne wede, 

Ind knew allo by countenaunce and chere, 
How ſhe of her toke but little hede, 

Like as He had to her no maner nede, 
The whiche thinges concepued and ſeyne, 
To pouerty the anlwered thus ageine: 


My ſcoznefull laughter plainly was foz the, 
Wyan J the ſawe lo megre, pale, and lene, 
Naked and colde, in great aduerlitie, 
Scabbed, ſcozuy,ſcalled,and vnclene, 

On backe and body as it is well ſene, 

Many a beaſt walke in their paſture, 
Whiche day by day ol new thou doeſt recure, 


Dauyng nothing to wꝛap in thy head, 
Sauca bꝛode hatte rent out ofnattes olde, 
Full of honger foz defaute of bꝛead, 
Slepyng on ſtrawe in the froſtes colde: 

And where thou comeſt as men map behold, 
Fo: fear of the, childzen them withdzawe, 
And many a dogge hath on thy ſtaffe pgnaw. 


To all eſtates thou art moſt odious, 

Men with the will haue no daliaunce, 

Thy felo dochip is lo contrarious, 

Where thou abideſt may de no plealaunce: 
Folke hate ſo deedly thi froward acquaitaũce 
That finally J dare conclude of the, 

Where euer thou comeſt thy felowchyp me lle. 


Whan glad pouert gan plainly vnderſtand 
The rebuzes rehearced of Foztune, 

The rude reaſons that Ge toke on hande 
Whiche frowardly to her che did entune, 

As Pouert were arefuſe in commuue, 

By the repꝛeues that Foꝛtune on her layde, 
Foz whiche pouerte , replyed agayne# ſaide. 


Foꝛtune( quod the)touching this debate 
Whiche of malice thou doeſt againe me take, 
Be well certaine touching my poze eſtate, 
Jof frewyll thy fauour haue fozſake, 

And though folke ſaye thou maieſt men ryche 
Pet had J leuer be poze w gladnes, (make 
Than with trouble poſſede great riches 


Fo: though thou ſeme benigne #debonapze 
By a maner counterfaite apparence, 

Fatte and well fedde w rounde chekes fayze, 
With many colours of trouth as in pꝛetente, 
As therof fayth were very exiſtence, 

But vnder all thy floures of frechenes, 


The thirde boke 


The ſerpent glydeth of chaunge a doublenes 


And though thy tlothing de of purple hewe, | 
With great awaytyng ot many chamberers | 
Ok golde and perle eche day chaunged newe, 
Clothe of golde and lundꝛy frech attires, 

Ind in thine houcholde full many officers, 

Pet J dare well put in icoparty 

With the;to pleate and holde champarty, 


Thus glad pouert gan waxe impoztune, 

Ok chere contrary of loke and of langage, f 
Agayne this ladye whiche called is Foztune; 
That of diſdayne che fill into a rage, I 
Behold? quod ſhe of pouerte the courage 

Jn wꝛetchednes ſtandyng dilconlolate, 

How agayne me che is now obſtinate: 


She can not ſe how he tant outrayed 
Farre from the fauour of my felicitie, 
Vet of pꝛide He is not diſmayed 

Non liſt not bowe foz to obey me, 
Though che becaſt in mendicite: 
Tartheſt abacke J do you well adure, 
In miſcyeke let ok any creature. 


But truely pouerte foz all thi truaundiſe 
Maugry thy pzide and thine outrage : 
I Gall the puniche in full cruell wile, 
To make the lonte vnder my ſeruage, 
Whiche relembleſt a den dly ymage 

That were newe rilen out ofhis graue, 

Ind yet of pꝛyde dareſt ayenſt me raue. 


But whan Foꝛtune had theſe wozdes ſayde, 
Glad pouerte gan fail in great gladnes, 
And agayneFoztune with a lodayne bzayde, 
Ohe gan her conceit out chewe and expꝛelle: 
Foꝛtunec quod che) though thou be a goddeſle 
Called of foles yet learne this of me, 

From thy ſeruage J ſtande at libertie. 


But it I Gall algates haue ado 

With the in armes moſte cruell a vengeable, 
Touching the quarell 5̊ is atwene vs two, 
There is one thinge to me right comfoꝛtable, 
That thy courage is flikeryng and vnſtable, 
And wohere an harte is in him lelfe deuided, 
Uictozy in armes fozhim is not pꝛouided. 


Me liſt nether flatter the noz fage, 

Noz the to anoynt by adulacion, 

Though flattery and fayned falſe langage 

Appꝛopꝛed be to thy condicion: 1 
2 
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of John Bochas. 


Ind in diſpite of thy pꝛelumption, 
haue fozſake of my fre voluntie 
All the treaſures of woꝛldly vanitie. 


YOhylom J was as thou haſt deuiſed 
Seruaunt tothe,and vnto thy treaſours, 
But fro thy daungernow ß Jam frafichiſed 
Seking of the nether foz helpe noz luccours, 
Manacekynges and inighty emperours, 
Foꝛ glad pouerte late neither ſone 

With thy riches hath nothing to done; 


Foꝛ though thou haue embzaced in thy cheine 
Woꝛldly pꝛinces and goodes tranſitozpe, 
And ryche marchauntes vnder thy demepne, 
peueſt to knighthode conqueſt and victozy, 
The fadyng palme of laude and vaynglozy: 
But whan echone thy fauour haue recured, 
Tha is glad ponerte fre frothy lure aſſured, 


All thy leruauntes ſtande vnder dꝛede, 
Quakyng foz feare of thy doublenes, 

Foꝛ neither wiſdome.,fozce,no2 manhede, 
Fredome, bountie. loue, noꝛ gentilnes, 

May in thy fauour haue no ſpkerneſſe, 
They be ſo poſſed we windes in thy barge: 
Where as glad pouert goth fre at his large, 


Thy manacyng dothe me no dureſle, 

Dhiche wozldiy pꝛinces dzeden euerychone, 
They may well quake foz loſſe of riches, 
But J glad pouerte therof deſire none: 

As flow # ebbe all woꝛldly things muſt gone, 
Foꝛ after floudes of Foztunes tide, 

The ebbe toloweth and will no man abide. 


Flowe and ebbe to me both alithe, 

IJ dzede nothing thy mutabilitee: | 
Make who thou liſt either poꝛe oz ryche, 
Foꝛ J nothing will require of the, 

Nether loꝛdſhip no2 great pꝛolperitie, 

Foꝛ with thy gyftes who that hath to done, 
Ofchaunges bꝛaydeth ofter then the Mone. 


Out ok pouerte came firſt theſe emperours 
That were in Rome crowned with laurere, 
Fredom and lar ges made them fieſt victours 
Cauſyng their fame baightand clere, 
Till couetile bꝛou m in daungere: 
Vhan they of foly in their moſt excellence 

To thy doublenes did reuerente. 


Foz whan fredome a pꝛynce dothe fozſake, 
And touetiſe put awaye largeſſe, 
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And ſtraytnes into honſholde take, 

And nygardſhyp erileth gentilnes, 

Than is withdꝛawe from their hye nobleſſe 
The peoples hart, and playnely to deuiſę 

Ok their ſeruauntes farewel al good ſeruice, 


All ſuche ſodayne chaunges in commune, 
In this woꝛlde vled now fro day to daye, 
Echone they come by fraude of falſe foztune, 
Experience hath put at aſſay: 
Loue,trouth,and fayth, be gone farre away, 
And if that truſt with pꝛynces will not tary, 
Little maruaple though the people vary. 


Fo2 thꝛough thy chaũges of fraudulet faire- 
There is now vled in every region (nes 
Glad chere outchewed w couert doublenes, 
Under the curtayne of ſimulation: 

So lecrete is now adulation, | 

That in this woꝛlde may be no ſurete; 

But if it reſt in glad ponerte, 


Pet of thy perillous frowarde variaunce 

AF ſet no ſtoze truely as foz me, 

Foz all thy frendchyp cocludeth w miſchaũee, 
With ſodayne miſchefe of mutabllitie: 
Which yeueth me hart to haue ado with the, 
Foz [uffiſaunce in my poꝛe eſtate, 

Shal to thy chatiges ſay (odainly chekmate, 


Foꝛtune with anger almoſt diſpayzed; 
Ofthele woꝛdes toke full great greuaunte: 
Pouert(quod che) which maiſt not be apayzed 
But J now ſhew agayne the my puiſſaunce 
Men would little accompt my ſubſtaunce, 
O mighty pouerte, © ſtronge Hercules, 
Which againſt me putteſt thy ſelfe in pꝛees. 


Suppoleſt thou it chould the auaple, 
Other by fozce oz by hardines 

To haue ado wyth me in battaple, 
Whiche am ok conqueſt x o hygh pzowes, 
In armes called lady and pꝛynce ? 
Foz there is none ſo myghty conqueroure 
That may pzenayle without my fauour. 


Ofthele wozdes pouerte nothyng aferde, 
Anlwerde agayne thus playnly in ſentence: 
Though J ne haue ſpere, chelde, noꝛ lwerde, 
Noz choſen armure to ſtande at defence, 
Pollar,noz dagger, to make reſiſtence, 
But bare and naked, anone it halbe ſeyne 
Jf thou w we dareſt woꝛaſtle on the pleyne. 
M. iii. Whicie 
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Whiche chal be done bnder condicion 

That none of vs ſhall him lelfe withdzawe, 
But ſtyll abide ofentencion 

Ti} he that-baiquiſheth oꝛdeined hath a law 
Such as himliketh againſt his felawe: 

The whiche lawe hall not be delayed 

To be accompliſhed on him that is outrayed, 


Of whoſe wozdes Foꝛtune again gan ſmile, 
That pouert pzofered lo pꝛoudly to aſlayle, 
And vpon this the ſtynt a little whyle, 

And to pouert ſhe put this oppolaple. | 
Who chall( quod che) be iudge of this battaile, 
£2 peue dome iuſtly atwene vs twayne, 

Ok this quareli that we (all darayne: 


J aſke alſo another queſtion, 

Touchyng thy pꝛofer of furious outrage: 
Where as thou putteſt a condicion 

Ind a lawe with full pzoude langage, 
Where ſhalt thou fynde pledges oz hoſtage, 
To kepe the pꝛomiſe which thou doeſt ozdatn 
Therof to abide the guerdon oz the paynez 


IJ meane as thus if there be let a lawe 

At wene vs two, oꝛ a condicion 

By ſurety whiche may not be withdꝛawe, 
As vader bande oz obligation: 

But there is neither lawe noz reaſon 
May bynde a begger if it be well ſought, 
Whan it is pꝛoued phe hath right nought, 


The ſecte of pouerte hath a pꝛotection 
From all ſtatutes to go at libertie, 

And from all lawe a playne exception: 

Than foloweth it if thou bynde the 

To any lawe that may contriued be, 

It were fraude playnely to endite, 

Which haſt right nought thy party to acquite 


Thou art ſo feble if J came therto 

That thou were bꝛought vnto vtteraunce, 
Fo no power whan that all were do 

Thou Goulde fayle to make thy finaunce, 
Bothe deſtitute of good and of ſubſtaunce: 
And lithe no lawe now thy perſon may coart, 
It were koly with luche one to teoparte, 


Ik Jwoulde compulſe the to waacke, 
Toaſke of the treaſure of kyng Dary, 

On that party thou ſtandeſt farre abacke, 
My payment ſo longe choulde tarye 
Jndigence would the to vary: 

And if J woulde thy perſon eke compare 


To Alyſaunder, thy ſydes ben full bare, 


Ind finally thou ſtandeſt in ſuche caag 
Ok miſery, wꝛetchednes, and nede, 

That thou mighteſt ofreaſon lynge alas, 
Bothe fozſake of frendſhyp and kynrede, 
And there is none dare pledge the foz dzede; 
pet like a fole ſuppꝛiſed with vaynglozy, 
Hopeſt of me to wynne the vyctozy. 


Quod glad pouerte J doubt neuer adele 
That the vyctozy (hall paſſe on my (ide, 
Pledge and hoſtages let them go,farewele, 
J alte no moze of all thy great pꝛyde, 

But to thende that thou wylt abyde, 
Pledge thy fayth,albe that ſome men ſayth, 
To truſt in foꝛtune there is full little fayth. 


Ind foꝛ my part in this hye empꝛile 

Sith J haue pledges nether one no2 twayne 
More lure hoſtage can J not deuiſe: 

But if ſo be the victozy thou attayne, 

Than pelde J my body bound in a chayne, 
Perpetuallp, like the condicion 

With the to abyde fettred in pꝛyſon. 


Than Foztune laught moze thẽ che did afoze 
Wyhan che law Pouerte ſo pzeſumptuousg, 

In his aray all to ragged and to toze, 

Ind had neither rent, lande, ne houſe; 

It is (quod ſhe) a thing contraryous 

Unto nature, who that can aduert, 

To a begger to haue a ſturdy hart. 


Ind if 'J the vainquiched in battaple, 

It were to me no woꝛchyp noꝛ aduauntage, 
What chould thy body bnto me auaple 

The to enpꝛyſon ſtraytly in a cage: 

It ould be a charge and a coſtage 

Thine empty wombe eche day to fyll, 

Ik thou mighteſt haue vytayle at thy wyll, 


And if J would my ſelfe to magnify, 
Token of tryumphe after my chare the lede, 
Men would deme it a maner mockery, 
And ſayin ſcoꝛne take of that fole good hede, 
Howoche a begger hath ouercome in dede, 
Fought with her foz to encreaſe her name, 
Which cõqueſt turneth to dilclaũder a hams, 


Pet whan J haue bꝛought the to bttraunce, 
My power ſhadowed and my great might. 
Aud thine outrage oppꝛeſſed by vengeaunce, 


After all this as it is ſkyll and ryght, 71 


It chalbe couthe in enery mans ſyght, 
Dut declared the great difference, 


Atwenethy feblenes # mp great excellence. 


Than to repꝛeſſe thy ſurquedy at ones, 
Cruel Oxchus the tydogge infernall, 

Shall tende thy ſbinne aſunder fro the bones 
To ſhew my power whiche is imperial: 
Ind to declare in eſpectall 

Pouerte reclaymed vnto pꝛydes lure, 

Vith me to plete may no whyle endure, 


And ſodenly oz glad pouerte toke hede, 
Foꝛtune pꝛoudly firſt began taſſaple, 

And vnwarely hent her by the hede, 
Demyng of pride Þ ſhe may nat kaple, 
Thꝛugy her power to vẽquich this bataile: 
But it may fall, a dwerye in his right, 

To outray a gyaunt foz all his gret might. 


God taketh none hede to power no2 ſtregth, 
To highe eſtate, noꝛ to high nobleſſe, 

To ſquare limes foꝛged on bꝛede oz length, 
But to quarels groũded on right wiſneſſe: 
Foz out of w2onge may growd no pꝛoweſſe, 
Foz where that trouth holdeth champarty, 
God wyll his cauſe by grace magnify, 


LVOherfoze pouerte ſtronge in her entent, 
Light, and delyuer,voyde of all fatneſſe, 
Night well bꝛethed, a nothing cozpulent, 
Small ofdyette,ſurfettes to repꝛeſſe, 
Igapne foꝛtune p2oudly gan her dꝛeſſe: 
und with an vgly ſterne cruell face, 
Gan in armes her p2oudly to enbzace, 


Ponert was ſlender # might well endure, 
Foꝛtune was rotide,Chozt of wynde, a bzeth: 
Ind wombes great oppꝛeſſed with armure, 
Fo lacke of wynde the great ſtuffe the fleth, 
And many a man bzingeth to his dethe: 

Fo2 ouermoche of any maner thing, 

Hath many one bꝛought to his vndoyng, 


A meane is beſt with good gouernatice, 

To moche is nought, noꝛ ouer great plente, 
Gretter rycheſſe is founde in luffylaunce, 
Than in the flodes of luperſtupte: 

And who is content in his pouerte, 

And grutcheth nat foz bytter noꝛ foz ſote, 
What euer he be hath foztune vnder fote, 


Couetyſe put hym in no diſpayze, 
Whyerfoze pouerte in herte glad and lyght, 


of John Bochas 


tat. li vi. 


Lyft foꝛtune full hygh bp in the eyze, 

Ind her conltrayned of very foꝛte a myght: 
Fo2 glad pouerte of cuſtome and ofright, 
Whan any trouble agayne her dothe degyn, 
Ape of Foꝛtune the laurer che dothe wyn, 


Maugre Foꝛtune inthe eyze a lofte, 
Conſtrayned ſhe was by wylfull pouerte, 
That to the earthe her fall was full vnſofte: 
Foz of pouert the bony charpe kne, 
Slendꝛe, and longe, a leane vpon toſe 

Yyt koztune with lo great a myght., 

Agapne þ hert, che myght nat ſtand vpryght. 


To lignify that pouerte with gladneſſe, 
Which is content with (mall poſſeſſion, 
And geuyth no fozce of treaſour noz ticheſſe, 
Hath ouer foꝛtune the dominacion, 

Ind kepeth her euer vnder ſubiection: 
Where wozldly folke w their rych aparaile, 
Lyue ener in dꝛed leſt foztune wolde fayle, 


The pooꝛe man afoze the thefe dothe ſynge, 
Under þ wodes with fret notes G2p11, 

The ryche man full fearfull ofrobbyng 
Quakyng foz dꝛede rydeth fozthe full ſtyll: 
The pooze at large goth wher he liſt at wyll, 
Strongly fraũchyſed fro all debate a ſtryfe, 
The ryche aferde alway to lole his lyfe. 


Thus glad pouerte hath the palme ywonne, 
Foztune outrayed foz all her doubleneſſe, 
Upon whome pouerte in haſte is ronne, 

And ſtrayned her wyth ſo great dureſſe, 
Tyll che confeſſed & playnly dyd expꝛeſſe, 
with faythe a hande in all her great payne, 
To abyde what lawe pouerte lyſt ozdayne, 


And in haſteafter this diſcomfyture, 

Foꝛtune began to complayne loze, 

But glad pouert which al thing mightindure 

Charged foꝛtune ſcoꝛne her nomoze: 

Foz it was ſayd ſythe go full yoze, 

— that reiopſeth to ſcoꝛne folke in bayne, 
han he is lotheſt, hall ſcoꝛned be agapne. 


Pet quoth pouert though thou were dilſpitous 
Woꝛdes reherſyng whyche were nat fapze, 
Straunge rebutzes full contrarious, 

And repꝛeues many thoulande payze, 
Thou ſhalt me fynde again warde debonaire: 
Foz though a tong be ſlaundzous # vegeable, 


To llaunder againe,is nothing comendable. 


Thou 


Ali * 


The thirde boke 


Thou muſt conſidze touchyng dure batayle, Namely whan they a goddelſe lyſt her cal, 


The oꝛdinaunce and impoſycion 

That whiche of vs in conqueſt do pꝛeuaple, 
To bꝛinge his felowe to ſubiection: 

De Gall obey the ſtatute ok reaſon, 

And accomplylche of very due det, 

What lawe the victoure lyſt vpon hym let. 


Foꝛ whiche thou ſhalt the ſaydlawe obey, 
Wyth circumſtaunces of the condicion, 

By me o2dayned, and nothynge agayne lap: 
Make no grutchynge noꝛ replycation, 
Conlydꝛed firſt the falſe opinion 

Ok them that ſayne all wozldly auenture 
Of good and bad,abyde vader thy cure, 


Some poetes and phyloſophers alſo, 
Wold in this cale make the a goddeſſe: 
Which be diſceiued J dare lap both two, 
And their errour and foly to redꝛeſſe. 

YI Gali withdꝛawe in very (ykerneſſe, 
Unhappy auenture away fro thy power, 
That Ge no moze land in thy daunger. 


This lawe ofnewe vpon the Þ make, 

That firſt thou Galt al open in lome plepne, 
Jutll auenture bynde to a ſtake, 

Oꝛ to ſome pyller where ſhe may be leyne: 
To ſhewe example to folke in certeine 

That no man (hal loſe her ne diſcharge, 
But luch as lyſt with her to go at large. 


Herok to make a declaracion, 

Touching thy might of puell auenture, 
Thou Halt fozgo the dominacion, 

To hyndze and harme any creature, 
Butonly foles which in thy might aſſure: 
They of their foly may fele great domage, 
Nat of thy power, but of their own outrage, 


Foz thylke foles which that liſt vnbinde 
(This wꝛetch called vnhappy auenture, 

Of wyt andreaſon they make the ſelfblinde, 
Like as the woꝛld ſtode in foztunes cure, 

As though Ge might allure them e vnlure: 
And them diſpoſe to welthe oz w2etchedneſſe, 
In their errour calling her a goddeſſe, 


Such wilkul wꝛetches that them (elf betake, 
To put their fredom in her lubiection, 

Ok god aboue the power they fozſake, 

And ſubmitte them agapne all reaſon, 
Under foztunes tranſmutacion: 

Their lyberte full falſly foz to thzall; 


Whan he leeſt weneth maketh him * 


With a derke myſt of variacion, 

Foztune hath clouded t heir natural [yght, 
Ind ouerchadowed their Dilcretton, 
That they be blent in their inward ſyght, 
Foz to conſydꝛe and behold a ryght, 
Howe god aboue put under mannes cure, 
Fre choyce oł good his reaſon to aſſure. 


(The loꝛd enlumined ok his boũtuous larges, 
With minde and wyt his memozyall, 
Toward all vertue his ſteppes foz to D2eſſe; 
Endued his reaſon foz to be naturall, 

Ok frowardeneſſe tyll he waxe beſtpall: 

To bynde him lelfe contrartoufly in dede, 
To lerue foztune,atwene hope and dꝛede. 


Thus beſtyall folke made her a goddeſſe, 
Fallly wening ſhe might them moſt auaple, 
LOvth her plentyes ot habundaunt rycheſſe: 
Ind ſome deme in their luppoſaple, 

W vnware change che dare the great aſſayle, 
Whole truſt alwaye medled is with trouble, 
Ind her plelaunce includeth mening double, 


And ſome affy2zme that he may auaunce 
Conqueſtes great and diſcomfytures, 

And howe it lpeth alſo in her puiſſaunce 

To foꝛther and hynder all maner creatures, 
And call her pꝛince ſſe of al aduentures, 

The rich to enhaunce by royal apparaple, 
And by dildayne to hinder the pozayle, 


when che maketh moſt fulſome her pꝛokers, 
Yer blandiſſhing is farced with falſhede: 


whan her riches ben ſtuffed vp in cofers, 


They ben aye (het bnder a locke of dꝛede. 
LOyertoze pe rich of one thyng take hede, 
As your gathering came in wyth pleſaunce, 
Night ſo your loſſe departeth w miſchaunce, 


Pour gredy thurſt treaſour to multiply 
Cauleth an etykeofno ſuffiſaunce: 
1 you engendzing a falſe dꝛopſpe, 
ith a ſharp hunger of wozldly abundaunce 
akingofyou a maner reſemblaunce | 
ith Tantalus, whan ye do depeſt ſynke, 
Thi is your nature moſt thzuſtlew to dzink 


who clymbeth higheſt on foztunes whele, 
And ſodainly to rycheſſe dothe aſcende, 
An vnware turne afoze (ene neuer a dele, 


of John Bochas 


Froſuche chaunges who may hym defende, 
But they that be wyth pouerte nat ditmaide, 
Jud can with lytell holde them ſelfe apayde, 
The firſte Chapiter. 
CYwebkyng Hoſtilius woꝛchyppyng 
falſe goddes was conlumpt 
with firy leuyn. 
FX Þyle Bochas gan mule in thys 


N {]|Conſpdzedfoz0 all word 
a \\V//g; C ONLPUZCD tpzü Atl WO2I0Ep thynge 
mute fayle, eng 
Wyth wepyng eyen there dyd apere 
Pꝛyntes 5 whylom were famous in Itaple, 
Phiche gan their fall full pitouſly bewaple: 
F02 moze contrarye was their falling lowe, 
That they tofoze had no miſchefe knowe. 


Foꝛ moꝛe bncouth is thylke aduerſyte 
Namely to p2inces whan it is ſodayne, 
Which euer haue liued in pꝛolperite, 
Pauyng on Foztune no mater to complaine, 
Than of a wꝛetche that lyuith aye in payne; 
Ofcuſtome cauſeth conceyued the ſentence, 
Of top and ſozowe a full great difference, 


Ol toy paſſed the newe remembꝛauntce 
LOhan folke ben fall from theyr felicite, 

In treble wile it dothe them great greuaũce: 
The vaware turne from theyz tranquilyte, 
The vnlure truſt and mutabilyte 

In woꝛldly power whiche they haue founde, 
Unto their hertes peueth a greuous wounde. 


But to a wꝛetche whiche in w2etchydneſſe 
Hath euer liued, a neuer was partable 

Cb no welfare noz of wyelfulneſſe, 

Noꝛ neuer found Foꝛtune fauorable, 

His loꝛo we his myſchefe ben ſo coſtomable, 
That of hys paynes longe continuaunce 
Dothe to his greues a maner allegeaunce, 


But to Pꝛinces whiche late lo high alofte, 

J lodayne fall is moſte contraryous, 

Ind their dilendynge wel the moe vnlokte, 
In their tryumphes Þ they were glozious, 
Recco2de J take of kynge Hoſtplius, 

Which in Rome from his royall ſtall, 

Phan he ſate crowned, moſte ſodenly is fall, 


It is remembꝛed ofold and nat of newe, 
Ok all Rome that he was loꝛde and fy2e, 
The firſte of &ynges p weared purple hewe, 
And of that Citye gouerned the empyꝛe: 


Had of Foꝛtune all that hym lyſte deſyze, 


Ttaf. ix bini. 


Tyll that he fyll in all his regalp, 
Jn to a frowarde deedly malady, 


And of his paynes to fynde alleyeaunce, 

To the temples he went on pylgrymage: 
His offeryng made with deuoute obeylaunce, 
LOherby ſomdele his paynes dyd alwage, 
And he was reſtozed of cozage, 

Felt hym ſelfe that he dyd amend, 

Tocomon p2ofyte agayne he gan entende. 


Upon the Albaynes reignyng in hys gloꝛp, 
To great auayleof Rome the cytie, (tory; 
Thꝛoughe hys Knighthode he had a gret vic⸗ 
Ifter the vohiche by full great cruelte, 

Be berafte them fraunchyſe and lyberte, 
And made the after thaugh his high renoune, 
To be to Rome under lubiectpon. 


After hys conqueſt the ſtozy doeth deuile, 
In hys nobleſſe full ſtately and ropall, 
He gan make a ryche ſacrifyſe 

To queme and pleaſe toz a memoua!l, 
After the rightes ceremoniall, 

To Jupiter, by full great reuerence, 
Akoꝛe his auters wyth kyzes and encente. 


But fo2 that he in hys in ward intent 

By tcyꝛcumſtauntces oft his oblacyon 

Was recheleſſe founde, and alſo neglygent, 
By ſome frowarde falle affection, 

The goddes caught an indignacion: 

And lodaynly diſcendyng from the heauin, 
Ye was conlumpt with a firy leuin. 


Dys falſe goddes might hym nat auaple, 
Jupiter, Saturnus, Mars, noz Uehus, 

Let all chryſten defye luche raſkaple, 

Foz to our taythe they be tontratious: 

And among godds a thyng moſt outragicus 
Is whan the pꝛynces blent in their folp, 
Lyſt erthly thynges fallly deify, 


Foꝛ vnto God is hatefull and odyble 
I withdzawpyng of his reuerence, 
To magnify thynges coꝛruptiblte 
with vndue honour , with falſe concupiſcẽte: 
LOhertoze ye pꝛices beware of high pzudece, 
Leſt god vn warcly punyche pour nobleſſe, 
Make you tn erth no falſe God noz gooddes. 
C The ſecond Chapiter, 
CYHowe Anchus kynge of Rome was 
murdꝛed by Lucinyo by the 
aſſent ofhis wyke, 


CHowe Anchus kyng of Rome was 
murdzed by Lucinio by the al⸗ 
ſent of his wife. 


toune, : 
WVyyche was ſo noble chynynge in 
=2)glozpe, 

Weared a crown, ful famous of renoun, 
Next Hoſtilius as put is in memozy, 

Wan the palme of many a great victozy: 

But foz al that with a ful arpe knyfe, 

He murdꝛed was by aſſentyng of his wike. 


Ip Hynke on Anchus kynge of Rome 


He loued her beſt aboue eche creature, 
Conſidꝛed not her ſtatery noꝛ falſneſſe, 

Her double meaning vnder couerture, 
Falſly blent this pzinces wozthyneſle, 

To robbe & reue him ok his great richeſſe 
Was her labour, with counterfete pleaſaunce, 
In her entent to bzing hym to milchaunce. 


This Inchus had a great affection 

Unto his goddes to make lacrikpleg, 

Ind to augment the religion 

Of paganylme, made tn ſond2y wyſes, 
Thzough his manhode x circũſpect deupſes, 
Upon Latines rebel to his citye, 

Fo comon pꝛofyt he made a great armye, 


One of their cities called Polotozy, 

He knightly wan maugre al their myght: 
And whan he had of them ful victozy, 

He abode nolenger, but anone fozth ryght 
Made al the people in euery mannes lyght, 
I's pꝛiloners, thys romapne champion, 
Bꝛought atoꝛe hym boũde in to the touns 


Eke as J kynde this Anchus nolde ceaſe 

Fo: comon pꝛokyte in his affection, 

Their teritoꝛies to augment andencrece, 

In al the countreis about enuyzon, 
Towarde þ riuer where Tiber renneth doun 
At the which place he let edifye 

A ful ſtronge citie, which called is Oftye. 


But not withſtanding al his wozthyneſſe, 
He was depꝛiued, the ſtozy telleth ſo, 

Ok his kyngdome and his great richeſſe, 
By a foꝛaine, called Lucinio: 

His wife Tarquild aſſented was therto, 
By whole outrage and gredy couetyſe, 
Anchus was murdzed in fall cruel wyſe, 


The thude boke 


The. iii. Chapiter. 


Howe Lucinio that murdzed Anchus | 
was after murdꝛed. 


WH 


Hus fro the whele of foztune he is fall, 
Lucinio in Rome is crowned kyng: 
And the Komapyns after dyd hym cal 
Tarquin the olde, by recoꝛde of wzityng. 8 
Which hath atayned by fraudulent wozkyng, 
And by his (ubtyll fozged eloquence, 
Unto the tate of royall excellence. 


EET WET. 


He fy2ſt oꝛdayned in his eſtate roiall, 
Turneps, iuſtes, in Caſtels and cities, 
And other plapes called marcial, 

With many famous great ſolempnitees, 
Seſſions foz ſtates and degrees: 
This Tarquin eke was fyz\t Þ did his payne 
In open ſtretes, tauernes to oꝛdapne. 


Eke to pꝛelerue his citye out of doute 

If their enempes lyſt them to aſſaile, 

He was the fyꝛſt that walled Rome about, 
With mighty toutes vnlykelp foz to fayle: 
And had alſo many a ſtrong batayle 

With Sabpnes, in their rebellion, 

And made them lubiect vnto Rome toun. 


But foz he was aſſented to depꝛiue 

Woꝛthy Anchus from his eſtate royal, 

Ind after that toke Tanquylde vnto wpue, 
Which ſlough her loꝛde by treaſon inoztal, 
God would of right that he Gould haue a fal 
The lozd wyl not, which euery thinge map le, 
Suffre murdze long to be ſecre. 


Foz Lucinio foꝛ his great offence 
Touchynge the murdze of kyng Inchus, 
Pſlayne was by ſodayne byolence, 

Ok two cheperdes, the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Which ok entent were contrarious 

At wene them ſelfe by a fapned ſtrife, 
To kynde a way to reue hym ofhys life, 


Foꝛ while the kyng ſate in iugement 
Upon their quar el foꝛ to do iuſtile, 
Full ſodaynly they being of aſſent, 
Fill vpon himin full cruell wiſe. 

And with an axe the ſtozy doth deuiſe, 
One of them oꝛ any man toke hede, 
On two parties rote the kynges heed, 


This thing was done by the pꝛocuryng of 


Ok two chyld2e,ſonnes to Anchug, 
Whyche were exyled by falſe compaſſyng 
Ok Lucinio,agayne them moſte pꝛous, 
To hym their pzeſence was lo odyous: 
But they chope tho they were out of lyght, 
(Theyz fathers deth to auenge if they might 


Foz ok nature blode wyll auenged be, 

To recompente the w2ong ofhis kynrede ; 
In thys chapter lyke as ye map ſe, 
Blodſhed foz blode thus bothe dyd blede, 
By whyche example let pꝛynces take hede 
Howe murdze done foz ſupplantacion, 
Kequireth vengeaunce foz his guerdon. 


Tenuope. 


hrs tragedie by clere inſpection 

J Openly declareth in ſubſtaunce, 
&.— Howe ſlaughter of pzices cauleth (ub- 
nercyon * 
Ofrealines, cyties put out of oꝛdynaunce, 
Of mortall were longe contynuaunc”, 
Blode by lupplãting ſhed of kinges twapne, 
By cr5ple hewed falle murdꝛe to reſtrapne. 


The fyne declaringe of murd2e a falſe treſon, 
The dede hoꝛryble cryeth aye vengeaunce, 
To god aboue to caſte hys eyendoune, * » 
Top uniche thys linne thꝛogh his puiſſaunce: 
Foꝛ i is mother of myſchefe and milchaunce, 
Wherkoꝛe ye pꝛynces do ſome lawe ozdayne 
Within your boundes thze vyces to reſtraine. 


The vyce of (claundze, murdꝛe, and poyſon, 
Where euer theſe thꝛe haue acquayntaunce, 
They bꝛyng in ſoꝛowe and deſolacyon: 

Put at a pꝛefe by newe remembzanuce, 

Ok kalſhede vſed vnder fayze countenaunce, 
Wyerfoze ye pꝛyntes do your buſy payne, 
Within your boũdes thele vyces to reſtrapne. 


God defende thys noble regyon, 

With theſe thze vyces to haue alyaunce, 

Fo ſlaundꝛe firſte deuoureth hygh renoun, 
Indfleethgood fame thzughe falle daliaunce, 
Parme done, to late foloweth repentaunce, 
YOherfoze'ye pꝛinces do a lawe oꝛdapne, (ne 
To puniſh their malice fals toges to reſtrap⸗ 


God hath of murdze abhominacpon, 

Ind falſe poyſon dothe to hym diſpleſaunce, 
There is no payne in comparyſon 
Condygne to murdze,payſedin balaunce: 


of John Worhas Leai.lit , 


Wherfoꝛe ye princes make an oꝛdynaunce 
Within your boundes of ſome pꝛeuy papne. 
By due puniſhing falſe murd2e to reſtrapne, 


O noble pꝛynces pꝛouyde of reaſon 

Igayne thele vyces to make puruepaunce, 
Ok rygour chewe due execution, 

With your labour and hertely inſtaunce, 
Let deth be guerdon foz ther fynall penaũce: 
To warne other by coſtraint of their payne, 
Fro thele.tii, vices their coꝛages to reſtrayne. 


| The.tiii. C hapiter. 
CHowe foꝛ the offence done to Lucrece 
by Tarqupn,was neuer after 
crowned kyng in Rome. 


Ouching this Tarquin of who J told 
Is myne auctour maketh mencion, 
He called was Tarquinius the olde, 
Whyche longe in Nome had dominacyon: 
Tyll hys kynrede and generacpon 
Foz the offence done vnto Lucrece, 
Cauſed of kynges the names to cece, 


+ Fo2 his (onne which after dyd ſuccede, 


Foꝛ his outrages and his extoꝛzcions, 
And foꝛ many an other cruell dede, 

S hys hatefuli vlurpacions, 

Yys frowarde lyfe and falſe condycions, 
Among the people bothe yl! and loude, 
He called was Tarquinius the pꝛoude. 


Full obſtinat he was in his entent, 
Ambicious taccroche great rycheſſe: 

Tyll that foztune weted impacient : 
Igaynſt hym, in all his great nobleſſe = - 
Gan her ſnares and her crokes dzeſſe, ” = 
Thought Ge woulde but he kept hym wele 

All ſodaynlie caſt him from her whele, 


A ſonne he had full bycious as J kynde, 
To all vertue moſte contrarious: 

To be froward it came to hym by kynde, 
And ok nature pꝛoude and diſpitous, 
Agayne the people fell and malycious, 
Nat loued but dzed, foꝛ tyzany of 7 | 
Is thyng molt hated in the peoples lyght. 


Thys pꝛoude Tarquin þ ſtozyis well couth, 
Agayne Lucrece dyd a great outrage: 

Oppꝛeſſed her beuty in his vnbꝛidled youth, 
Der trouth aſſaylyng in a furious rage, 
Foz which hys father and hys lynage A 


xyled 


Exyled were, and foz this hatefull thynge 
Ther was neuer alter in Rome crowned kig, 


Her body cozrupt ſhe clene of hert a thought, 
By ſpꝛce aſſayled was her innocence: 
Oppꝛeſſed her beaute, but her ſpirite nought, 
Her chaſte wyll dyd none offence, 

But entred is in to her conſcience 

A greate remozſe,foz all her wyfely trouth, 
To le her lelfe, whych was to great arouth, 


Ind foz that Bochas remembzeth pyteouſlye 
Yer deediy loꝛowe and lamentacton, 

Wꝛite her complaynt in oꝛdꝛe ceryouſlye, 
Wbyche that ſhe made foz her oppꝛeſſion: 

J folowe muſte and make mencion, 

Ifter myne auctor percell reherſpng, 
Touchyng her woꝛdes ſayd in her dyinge, 


Al be it ſo by byddyng ol my loꝛde, 

Keherced haue in my traullacion 

After Pierms here and there a worde, 

Of a full dolefull declamacion, 

By hym remembzed of entencion, 

Foꝛ her latze men myght ſe and rede 

What wyfely trouth was in her womanhed. 


ad John Bochas lyſt nat ſet aſyde 
But that he would reherſe in ſentence, 
ger wofull tomplaynt, and therupon abyde, 
Ofw2:onges done to her innocence: 
And though J can nat folowe his eloquece, 
J Gall ſue the trouth ofreherſpng, 
As in ſubſtaunce theffect of his wattyng, 


Ihe mozowenert after thys foule dede, 
J Lucrece vp roſe wa full deadly chere, 
Out okher face gone was all the rede, 

Ind darked were her heauenly eyen clere: 
All clad in blake after the maner, 

Of thylke kolke whyche in eſpectall, 

Be wonte to go to feaſtes funcrall. 


All her frendes beyng in preſence 

Hulbande, Father, with other eke allo, 

By and by reherſynge in lentence 

The cyzcumſtaunces of her hartely wo, 
Ind oz that J any further go 

Under hope my Lozde wyll me ſuppoꝛte, 
What that che ſayd J wyll to you repozte, 


The.v.Chapiter, 
C The greuous complaynt of Lu⸗ 
crete vpon her oppꝛeſſion. 


The thizde boke 


Am by the lawe ioyned in marpage, 
To the mi loꝛd whole loue Gal ate en⸗ 
Towardes the, w all the ſurpluſage (creaſe 
Olk wykely trouth, to endure all myne age 
As humble ſubiect w faythfull obeyſaunce, 
Under thy loꝛdchyp # thy gouernaunce, 


Fur as moche (quod che) as J Lucrece 


O Collatyn my Loꝛde and true huſbande, 
Beſt beloued, of hole affeccyon, 

J wyll no moze no quarell take on hande 
Noz in no wple take none accion, 

Without that thou lyſte enclyne doune 
Goodly thyne cares to peue me audyence, 
To that J all rcherce in thy pzeſence, 


Iniury done oꝛ any maner w2onge 
Agayne my woꝛchyp oz myne honeſte, 

By thelawemy ſentence is made ſtronge, 
It toucheth pou alſo wele as me, 

J am ſo holy yolden vnto the, 

Thou art my heed who clerly can dilcerne, 
Loꝛde and hulbande my body to gouerne. 


Parctall cauſes in ſothe there map none be 
Itwene vs twayne no2 no diſſeueraunce, 
Foz ſote and bytter,toy and aduerlyte, 

We mult them way both in one balaunce: 
Counterpayſe our (020wes,*x our pleſaunce, 
Entermedle all thynge that ſtant in doubte, 
Keceyue our Foztune as it commeth aboute, 


There may atwen vs be no meaning double, 
But one herte,one wyll, and one cozage, 
Ind as a woman ß ſtandeth now in trouble, 
Wythout polyſſhyng of any fapꝛe langage, 
J muſt diſcloſe to you the greate outrage, 
Done vnto me, and playnly it diſcure, 
Whyche to redꝛeſſe lyeth holy in your cure, 


Foz the mater to ſpeake in woꝛdes playne, 
Aright outſerched and the trouth out found, 
As a iuſte caule indifferent to twapne, 
Towarde vs both the quarell doth rebounde: 
And moze ſtrongly your mater tfoz to grotide, 
Reherſe J wyll ſo that ye ſaufe it vouche, 
I moztall w2onge which ye # me doth touch. 


In a caſtell whiche called is Collace, 

Ok which my loꝛde here hath þ gouernaunce, 
Tat qupn the yonge came in to that place, 

J full diſware to make purueyaunce, 
Igayne hys commynge, oꝛ any ozdinaunce, 
To foʒe nat warned ok his offpcers, 


Sate 


of John Bothas 


Sate vnpuruaped amonge mp chamberers, 


Ofentent to elchewe ydelneſſe, 

We late and ſpan wolles ſofte: 

Fo: the of vyces is a chefe mayſtreſſe, 
Where (he is cheryſſhed and yſet alofte, 
But ofcuſtomeas J haue done full ofte, 
J and my women dulyas we ought, 
To auoyde ſlouthe full bulily wzought, 


Dis entryng was meke and debonapze, 
Benygne of pozte;of loke,and of vyſage, 
With a pꝛetence of many wozdes fayze, 
Jn whoſe meanyng was full great outrage, 
His chere contrary vnto his cozage: 
nthys wyle there he was receyued, 
herby alas J talſiy was diſceyued. 


It pꝛime fate, as me thought it due 

I hym recetued at his in commyng, 

Role bp mekely, and gan hym to ſalue, 

As apertayned in all maner thyng, 

Unto the ſonne of a woꝛthy kyng: 

Ind truly Tarquine,foz whiche J ſay,alas, 
Me totrayſh ſtode in the ſame caas, 


A kynges ſonne chulde of duety, 

Be to women wall and pꝛotection, 
Pꝛelerue and kepe them in all ſurety, 
That no man chulde of no pꝛelumpcion 
Do them no wꝛonge noꝛ oppzeſſion: 
Rather dye than le them ſuffer vnryght, 
Aduertylinge the offyce of a knight. 


But contrary to knighthod he hath wzought, 
By falſe outrage done agaynſt me, 

Wꝛonge wapes and croked meanes ſought, 
Oflawes twayne to bzeake the liberte; 

And to deface the auctozite 

Oflawe Ciuile and naturall alſo, 

In my perſon ofkendyng bothe twoe, 


Firſt by his ſubtyll compaſſyng 

Ye ganeſpy theſtrys of the place, 

And whan a bed alone J lay ſlepyn 

Lyke a lyon, full ſterne of loke and kate, 
With his left hande my thꝛote he dyd enbzace: 
Ind in his other helde agayne all lawe, 

Me to oppꝛeſſe, a naked ſwozde ydzawe, 


Thus affoz\yng my wikely thaſtyte, 
Igayne knighthod he dyd this great offence, 
Wylyfe,my woꝛchyp, put in perplexite, 


Hauing no might to make reſyſtence, 
Me manaſyng by deadly violence, 
The one of twayne, to dye in his entent, 
On to auoutry kalſiy to conſent, 


Thus J ſtode ſole atwene dethe a diffame, 
My body coꝛrupte, my ſpyꝛite abode clene, ; 
Myſpouſaple bꝛoken, and my good name 
Foz euer dilclaundꝛed, ö whilom Gone chene: 
Pull fame of cuſtom wyll alway war grene, 
Neuer dye, the people ſo them diſpoꝛte. 

The woꝛſte of thynges gladly to repozte, 


Alas, alas, amonge my ſoꝛowes all 

This one the moſte Þ dothe my hert agryſe, 
Jam nat woꝛthy that men me choulde call 
Oz haue the name in no maner wile, 

Foz the offence whiche ye haue herde deupyſe, 
To be called in this wꝛetched iyfe, 

Ok Collatyn from henlefozthe the wyke, 


Myne eyne allo be blynded woith derkneſſe, 
Only fozame tolyfte vp their lyght. 
Outher their ſtremes oz beame vp dꝛeſſe, 
Ok the clere heuen to loke vpon the lyght: 
Noz J may neuer be of the nombze of ryght 
Df true matrons.amonge them ferre oꝛ nere 
Fo2 to be rekened in their kalendere. 


Let myne iniury, and this moztall cryme 

Be ſo punyſſhed of ryght and equyte, 
Without delay of any lenger tyme, 

That euer after it may example be 

Th2ough all the woꝛlde, and eke in this cyte, 
With ſuche a payne therupon deuyſed, 
That all auoutroꝛs may be therby chaſtyſed. 


And it it ſeme in your opinyon 
n this caſe J chulde be vnpure, 
wyll recepue iuſte punption, 
Ind the payne patientlip endure? 
Ik it ſo ſtande that perauenture, 
e deme ok reaſon, that am ſo iuſt and ſtable, 
n this mater that J be culpable, 


Her tale tolde whan they longe had muſed, 
On this complaint in their in ward ſight, 
Ok trouth erhone they helde her full excuſed, 
Made all beheſt, with all their full myght 
To auẽge her wꝛong, and Lutrete anontight 
{Toke a charpe knyfe oz they might aduert, 
And roue her ſelte euyn e the bo 


A The complaynt of Bochas vpon the lux⸗ 
ury of pꝛinces, as by examples of many 
dyuers mylchaunces, 


8 in hert bꝛennyng hote as kyꝛe, 
Of very ire and indignacion, 
Agayne tho pzinces which in their deſire 
DYaue fully ſet their delectacton, 

Their felycite, and their affection, 

To folowe their luſtes of falſe lecherp, 
Froward ſpoulebzeche, and of auoutry, 


Ye wꝛiteth again them that ſeketh occaliõg, 
Mlaces of luſtes, to haue their libertees, 
Foz to fulfyl their delectacions, 

Ind foꝛ taccõplych their great dichoneſtees, 
Deuyſe out tauernes in boꝛowes and citees 
Ind litting there among their companp, 
Ikter the dede, they boſte of their foly, 


If any man pyntche at their outrage, 

O2 them rebuke foz their tranſgreſſions, 
They wyl anſwer w froward falſe langage, 
Ind foꝛ their party alledge great reaſons 
Firſt how it longeth to their condicions 
By right of nature, as it is well couth, 
Frei to vſe lechery in pouthe. 


Iffyzme alſo howe lawe of kinde is fre, 
And ſo affozce them to ſuſtain their party, 
By exãple of Dauid which p toke Berſabe, 
And foz her lake how he ſlough Urie: 

Dyd manſlaughter,and falſe auoutry, 

Foz them allegyng, agayne right and reſs, 
Fo: Dalida the luxurpe of Sampſon. 


The ſtoꝛy alſo they frowardly apply, 
How foz a woman pzudent Salomon 
The 102d offendyng did ydolatry: 

And in diffence of their opinion, 
Reherſe theſe ſtoꝛies foz their excuſacion 
Ok their errour, therby a pꝛite to wynne, 
As totoze God lechery were no linne. 


They not conſydꝛe in their entencion, 

Ok thele ſtoꝛies of euery cy2cumltaunce, 
Firſt of kyng Dauid the great contricion: 
Noz vpon Samſon how god toke vegeatice, 
Firſt how he loſt his fozce & his puiſſaũce, 
Foz his offence:they haue not this in minde, 
Noz how both his eyen were made blynde. 


Hoꝛ theit reaſons they lyſt not to enclyne 
Foz to concepue in their diſcrecion, 


The thirde boke 


The ſpyꝛite of wyldome heuenly and diuine, 
Was take away fro pzudent Salamon, 
In chaſtiling foz his tranlgreſlion: 

And lome doctours affyzme ouermoze, 
How Salomon repented hym ful ſoze, 


The plap of youth folke calleth lechery, 
Sap it is a game of nature, 

And to ſuſtayne and beare vp their party, 
Howe it lit well, by recoꝛde ok ſcripture, 
Unto euery lyuely creature 

That tant in helth, and is cozagious, 

Of very kynde to be lecherous. 


Vicious repozt they haue in remembꝛaunce, 
But vertuous thynge is ferre out of mynde: 
Fleſhly luſtes and lecherous pleſaunce 

In their deſires be not lefte behynde, 
Juauntyng,lying,they can of new out fynd, 
And nowe a dayes they hold it curtelp, 
Othes hozrible,flateryng, and ribaudy. 


In their auice they take lytel hede 

Unto the doctryne of noble Scipion, 

which commaunded in ſtozy as J redez d 
To Paſſiniſla full famous of renoun, 5 
Not to touche by no condicion N 
Sophonilba fapzeſt of vylage, 

But it were by way of maryage. 


Though the were boꝛne of the blod royal, 
Her youth was ſet to all honeſte, 
Doughter and heire to noble Haſdruball 
Duke of Cartage. the ſtozy ye may ſe: 
And foz her vertues of feminyte, 

She wedded was of byzth as che was [pke, 
To king Siphax, which reigned in Iffrike, 


And foz to pꝛeue the great lyberte, 
Which is in vertue conueped by reſon, 
And the falſe thꝛaldom ofdyGoneſte, 
Ok bothe to make a playne compariſon, 
After the doctryne of Cenſozin Caton, 
Shewed by him to folkes commune, 
That vertue neuer is (ubiect to foztune, 


Uertue conſerueth meaſure and re ſon, 
Conlydereth thinges a foꝛe oꝛ they befal, 
Tazketh none empꝛiles but of diſcrecion, 
And on pꝛudence foundeth her werkes al, 
Ipe to her counſayle attẽperaũce ſhe doth cal 
LOarely pꝛouiding in her lelfe within 

The end ot thynges. tokoꝛe oz (he * 1 


of John Bochas 


This was the doctrine taught foꝛth of Cats 
Lecherous luſtes to put them vnder fote, 
Grauntyng to vertue the domynacyon, 
Plucke vp vyces bꝛaunche, crop, and rote: 
Frute ok goodnes groweth vp lo ſote 
Wuhan it is planted of youth in cozage, 

It neuer appalleth in eld of his tarage, 


Caton of vertue was a chefe offycer, 
P2eferryng euer common commoditees 
Tofoze pꝛokites that wer ſynguler: 

To enhatce the comon in kingdõs and citees, 
Their wyttes peyled and their habylytees, 
Perſons pꝛomoting in who it was ſuppoled, 
That they in vertue were naturalli diſpoſed, 


Manlye in hert he was aye to ſuſtene, 
Jndifferent trouth, and all inſtyce: 

Flechly delytes of folke that were vncleane, 
He was aye redy by rygour to chaſtyce, 

Ind let lawes in full pzudent wyſe 

Fo: to punych flaterours and lechourg, 
And ſuch as were open auoutrours, 


He had of women none opinion 

Vith them to deale,foz luſte noz foz beaute, 
But if it were foꝛ pꝛocreacion, 

So ſtable he was found in his degre: 
Theboke redyng of immoztalyte 

Which Plato made, the trouth well ſought, 
Therin concludyug how ſoules dye noughte, 


But lyueth euet intoy 02 in payne, 

Thus w2ote Plato in his oziginall, 
Men may the body bi deth ful wel cotiſtrain, 
But the loule aye abydeth immoꝛtal, 

Fo: which this Caton ſtedfaſt as a wal, 
Foꝛ comon p2ofyte to dye was not aferd, 
whan he him lelf(lew with a naked ſwerde, 


But to foꝛtune afoꝛe his dethe he laide: 

O thou pꝛintes of wozldly goodes vapne, 
To thy flateries J neuer did abzayde, 

Thy fauour is ſo falſe and vncertayn, ; 
That neuer J faught no fraunchile to atain, 
Is fo2 my lelfe no perciall (yngulerte, 

But all foz pꝛofyte touching the comonte, 


Agayne Ceſar J made reſyſtence, 

To conquere fredome to me, and to the toitn, 
Frely to eſchewe his moztal vyolence, 

This wozld diſpiſing in mine opinion, 

Our fraunchiſe thꝛalled vnder ſubiection 
Juſtly fozſakyng the varyaunce of this life, 


Leaf.irf, 


My ſoule conneyed to be contemplatyfe, 


This philoſopher this pꝛudent old C ator 
Tendꝛing in hert common comodytees, 
Tofoze his dethe wꝛote of compaſſpon 
To them that ſate in royall dignitees, 
Which had of vertue loſt the libertees, 
Painces beſechyng that we re luturoug, 

To take enſample,and folow kyng D2uſus, 


The which D2uſus by ſucceſſion, 

Was heir to Auguſtus #nert him emp erour 
Set all in vertue his affection, 

And it to cheryſſhe did holy his labour: 

To luſt vnletull he neuer gaue fauoure, 
Ind touching loue, duryng al his lyfe, 

He neuer had luſt, but onely to his wike. 


Ind in his palayes amyd of his ropall ſe, 
Ok noble pꝛinces dwellyng in Nome toun, 
He altzed was fo2 all his dignyte, 

What maner cozage of temptacpon, 

Oz what feruence oz delectacion 

Within hym ſelfe he had of loues play, 
Sole by hys wyfe whan he a bed lay, 


Ind lyke a pꝛynce fulfylled of hye nobleg, 
Anſwered agayn wyth ſobze countenaunce, 
Touchyng luch luſt as foloweth flethlynes, 
Lyke as nature me put in gouernaunce, 

In one alone is ſet al my pleſaunce: 

Foz with none other foꝛ no concupiſcence, 
Saue with my wyke J neuer dyd offence, 


Pꝛinces echone kolo we nat the trace 

Ok noble Dꝛuſus, as ye ſhal vnderſtand. 
Fo2 ſome haue ſtande all in another caſe, 
Such as can hold two oz th2e in hand, 
Now here, now there, as botes come to land: 
Not conſpdꝛzing their degrees noz dilauaple, 
Whan newkangylnes bloweth in their ſayle, 


Eke Bochas wꝛiteth, ſõe pzices haue be foũd 
which vicioully haue done their buſy payne 
Uertuous women by flatery to confound, 
And tendꝛe maydens to bꝛing in a trayne, 
Suche manaces and tozmentes to oꝛdayne, 
(The to tranſfoꝛme from their perſeueraũte 
And interrupt their birginal conſtaunce. 


But of ſuch folke that yeue no fozce of hame, 
Noꝛ dꝛede God, ſuch traynes to deuyſe, 
Hulbandmen fozſoth are moſt to blame, 
with fozaine women to treſpace in luch * 


li. 


The thirde boke 


I trow their wines thẽ may inough luffiſe, 
Foz many be feble their dettes koꝛ to quite, 
Though they tn chaũge the lelt fallly delite. 


Some affyzine foz them ſelf allegyng, 

To luch outrage that they haue licence 
Frely of nature to vle their own thing, 

And in ſuch caſe to no wight do offence: 
But froward is their errour in lentéce, (ble, 
Fro bond of wedlock whan they be ſo vnſta⸗ 
Ind tofoze God moſt hatefull and dãpnable. 


Fo: the that is thꝛough her hye nobleſſe, 
Named ofclerkes which clerly can cocerne, 
Doughter of God, Lady and pꝛinceſſe, 
Reaſon called to gyde folke and gouerne, 
Atwene good and puell tuſtly to dilcerne, 
She hath departed plapnlpe toconclude, 
The lyfe of man from lyfe of beaſtes rude, 


This Lady reaſon ſith ago full yoze 
Gaue bnto man wyt and diſcrecton, 
Taught him allo by her ſoueratn loze, 
Twene vbpce and vertue a great diviſion; 
Ind that he ould in his eleccion 
Untoall vertue, naturalip obey, 

And in contrary al vicious lyte werrey, 


And to enpꝛinte in his memoꝛiall, 

How of lururie the great diſhoneſte 
Dilfourme a man, and make him beſtyal, 
And diſfigure,of what eſtate he be: 

Foꝛ whan that reaſon of high oz lowe degre 
Is lled away, folke may affyzme than 

He is lyke a beaſt, rather than a man. 


wherkoꝛe let pꝛintes that haue ben dekectike, 
To folowe their luſtes of lenſualite, 

Shape them bi relon foz to amend their like, 
And to conſerue and kepe their chaſtyte, 
Both of virgins and wifely honeſte: 

And to punyhe al tho that lyſt labour, 
Che honeſt fame of women to deuour. 


Fo2 when a lechour by foꝛte, oꝛ by maiſtrye, 
Defouled hath of virgynes the clenneſſe, 
Widowes oppꝛeſſed, and by auoutry 
Iſſapled wines that ſtande in ſtableneſſe, 
who map thi their ſcla®dzous harm redzes, 
Wh their good name is hurt by ſuch repoꝛt? 
Foz fame loft ones can neuer haue his reſozt 


A thefe map robbe a man ok his ryches, 
And by ſome meane make reſtitucion: 


And ſome men may dicherite and oppꝛeſſe 
A pooꝛe man fro his poſleſſion, 

Ind after make latiltaccion: 

But no man map reſtoze in no degre, 

A mapden robbed of her virginite. 


A man may alſo beate a caſtell doun, 


And builo it after moꝛe frechlp to the ſyght, 


Exyle a man out ot a regyon, 

And him reuoke wher it be wong oz right: 
But no man hath the power noꝛ the might, 
Foz to teſtoꝛe the palapes vir ginal 

Of chaſtyte, whan bzoken ts the wal, 


Men may alſo put out of ſeruiſe 

And offycers remeue from their place, 
And at a day whan foztune lyſt deuple, 
They may agapne reſtozed be to grace: 
But there is nouther tyme ſet noꝛ lpace, 
No2 neuer in ſtozy nouther read noꝛ ſepne, 
That maydenhed loſt recured was agepne. 


Foz which men chuld haue a conſcience, 
Re we in their hert and repent ſoze, 

And haue remoꝛſe in their great offence 
To rauich thing, which thei mai not reſtoze: 
Foꝛ it is ſayd, and hath ben ſayd ful poze, 
The emeraud grene of perkyte chaſtyte, 
Stolne ones away may not recured be. 


Ind hard it is to rauyſſhe a treaſour 
Which of nature is not recuperable, 
Loꝛdchyp may not of kyng noz emperour 
Kefourmea thing which is not refozmable, 
Ruſt of dyffame which is not ſeperable, 
And maydenhed loſt ofnewe 02 yoze, 

No man alyuc may it agayne reſtoze, 


Romapns old thzough their pacience, 
Suffred tyꝛauntes in they2 tyzannies 

And in their cyties to do great vyolence, 
The people to oppꝛes with their robberpes: 
But to punyche they let ſtrayte eſppes, 

On falſe auoutrours, as it is wel couth, 
Widowes to rauich a maydes in their youth, 


Upon this mater the ſtoꝛp bereth witneſſe, 
Touchyng the exple of king Tarquinius, 
Ffoze reherſed by waiting ful expꝛeſſe: 
Thehateful death of Jpius Claudius, 
Foꝛ his treſpaſe done to Qirginius, 

The tudgementes reherſed and the payne, 
Ind fro their offyce depꝛiued bothe a 


A So 44S e 
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Was nat the cytie whylom deſolate 

Of Sychemites foz the ribaudry | 

Ok one Sichem whiche gan a great debate, 
To haue accomplyched his foule lecherp, 
Whan yonge Dyna as bokes ſpecifpe, 

Went rechelelly walkyng vp and downe, 
To le the maydens ok that royall townez: 


But whan Sychem this Dyna dyd eſpye, 
Sole by her lelfe,walke in the cytie, 

He begane anone aſſayle her by mayſry, 
*nd fo2 to afoꝛce her virgynyte, 

Bytaule ſhe had no leyſer foz to fle: 

Whoſe great offence and tranſgreſſyon, 
The cytie bꝛoght vnto deſtruccyon, 


Her father Jacob and holy her kynrede, 
Agayn this Sichem gan inwardly diſdayne: 
Whan the fury of Mars was molt to dzede, 
To be venged thep dyd theyz buſy payne: 

Jad ſpecially her wozthy bzethern twapne, 
Fyll on the cyte, Symeon and Leuy, 

To auenge their (uſter, and troy it fynally, 


Do moztally they gan with them ſtryue 
with their lwozdes, ground charp, and kene, 
Ok male childꝛen they left none alpue, 

They were lo v£geablc in their furyous tene: 
The Sychemytes might not luſtene 

That day agaynſt them to ſtand at defence, 


So impoꝛtable was their violence, 


Foꝛ wher that God liſt puniſh a man of right 
By mo2tall (werde,farwel al reſiſtence: 
Wha grace faileth fozce goth away a myght, 
Febleth of pꝛinces the magnifycence, 
Chaungeth their power into impotence, 
Reuerſeth the kynges their ſtately regalp, 
Example in Sichem foz his falſe auoutry. 


It was an hard dꝛedfull punycion 

That one pꝛinces treſpas in lecherpe, 
Cauſed a foꝛe God that all a regyon 
Diſtroyed was without remedy: 

This ſtoꝛy is told foz to exemplify 8 
Whan noble pꝛinces to women them ſubmit, 
Grace & al fauour anon doth from the klyt. 


Ok this mater what chuld J w2yte moze 
Jn Geneſis the reſydue ye may rede, 

The dethe of Sichem and of kyng Hemoze, 
And howe their kingdome diſtroyed was in 
Of Sychemites, lo here 5ᷣ finall mede (dede 
Ok lechery a of his kalſe plelaunce, 


Leaf. lxzii. 


Which many a realme hath bꝛoughte to myl⸗ 
| | (chaunte. 

What chuld J eft reherce agayne oꝛ wzite 

The falſe auoutry of Paris and Helayne: 

Their woful fate Guido dyd endyte, 

Poetes echone eke dyd their buſy payne, 

To declare howe only by theſe twayne 

The wozthy blode,foz ſhozt concluſyon, 

Of Troy and Grece came to diſtruccion. 


But oft it falleth that muche abundaunce 

Ok woꝛldit good, with great eaſe and riches, 
Ju folke that ſet all holy their pleſaunce 

To folow their luſts, # froward wylfulnes, 
Nath cauſed in landes gret miſchef # diſtres: 
Whan vicious life their cozages did encobze, 
Diſtroied kingdoms, x people out of nombze 


Foz whan the people thꝛough fals obſtinacy 
Is indurate toamend them and coꝛrect, 
And wit not turne them from their lechery, 
But aye be redy their loules to enfecte: 

Ind vnto purpoſe my ſtyle Þ wyl dyꝛect, 
Toeramplify howe Gabaa the town, 

Was fo his linnes bzought to confuſion, 


Whylom this people called Gabanytes 
From Beniamin diſcended in their line, 
Were aye diſpoſed to folowe their delytes: 
And ofcuſtome their wyttes dyd enclyne 

In woꝛldly plentie to tour and to ſhyne, 
Ind dempt alway to them it was moſt due, 
Of wylkulnes their luſtes foz to ſue; 


In lechery was ſet al their pleſaunce, 

And in that vice they lad moſte their lpke: 
Wherby they were bzought vnto milchaũce, 
And many ſlayne by full moztal ſtrife, 
Whan the Leuyte came foꝛby with his wife, 
Full excellent of fetures and beaute, 

Ind toke his lodging within the greate cyte, 


De was ful old, and che was inly fapze, 
He impotent, and che but tendze of age, 
Though Gabaa making their repayze, 
The cyteſyns of impoꝛtune rage, 
Shewyng the fury of their great outrage, 
So long that nyght her beauty dyd aſſayl, 
Tyll lyte and bꝛethe atones dyd her fayle. 


Contagious the (claundze and the diffame, 
n Judicum the ſtozy ye may rede: 
ich to reherte is a maner ſhame, 
To here the abuſyon of that foule dede, 
N. ili. Ind 


And how p Leuite a moꝛow gan take hede, 
With piteous chere, and law his yong wyke, 
Tofoze the gate depziued of her lyke, 


He hent her vp andlayde her on his aſſe, 

To noyſe this cryme vpon euery lide, 
Thought in ſuch caſe he myght do no laſſe, 
Toke a harp ſwozd,#lyſt no lenger abyde, 
On twelue partes he gan her to deuide: 
And toeche tribe of . — he hath ſent, 

A certapne parte, to ſe their iudge ment. 


Which thing to them was hateful c terrible, 
And in their ſight full abomynable, 

And in all haſte Iykely and poſſible, 

All ot one wyll and one coꝛage ſtable, 

On Gabaonptes foz to be vengable, 

They gathered haue choꝛtly to conclude, 
Taſſaple that towne, a ful great multitude, 


whan they firſt met atwen the thus it ſtode, 
The twelue tribes were t wile put to flyghte 
On either party great quantity of bloud 
was ed among them in that moztall fyght: 
Foꝛ litty thouſande who that compt a right) 
Were ſlapne there, the ſtoꝛy wyll not lpe, 
To auenge the lclaundze of falſe auoutry, 


Lo here the guerdon of the froward fyzes 

In lecherons folke,Þ wyl not ſtaunched be, 
That bꝛent ſo hote thꝛough beſtiall deſyzes, 
In Gabaa the mighty ſtronge cyte: 

Which was diſtroyed foz his iniquite, 

And almoſte bꝛought of Beniamin the line, 
Thꝛough his offence to eternall rupne. 


Etze fozhis keruent dzonkcn lechery, 
Holophernes by Judith loſt his hede: 

Ind al his hoſte and al his chiualry 

Left the kelde, and led away foꝛ dꝛede, 

And he lay bathed in his bloud al rede, 
Thus th2ough their vyce ik it be wel (ought, 
Ful man a pzice hath be bzought to nought, 


Theſe ſayd ſtoꝛies ought ynough luffple, 

It men wold con(ſydze and take hede, 

The great vengaunces in many ſondzy wile 
Which God hath take foz this ſinne in dede, 
Is in their bokes they mai behold and rede: 
Warnynges afoze full oft put at pzefe, 

How they them (elf hal laue fro milchete, 


Lenuoye, 


The thirde boke 


his tragedy yeueth vs gret warnig 
{Ol Biclereeramples of inanifoldrels, 
Howe many a pzince foz their mill;- 
And many rych royal mighty toune, (uin g 
Many a citie and many a region, 
Haue bene euer ſith full notable infamous, 
Foz ſynne of pzinces that were lecherous. 


The choſen of god Dauid the wozthy king, 
Pꝛophet of pzophets moſt fouerain of reno; 
On Berlabe foz a (odaynelokyng, 

To flee Uzye caught occaſycn, 

Foz which he luffred great punicton: 
Chaſtyſed of god, he and all his houſe: 

Foz cauſe only that he was lecherous, 


Great repentaunce he had x great ſozowing, 
And made pſalmes of great contricion, 
with woful teares and manyfolde wepyng, 
To make a ſheth foꝛ his tranſgreſſion: 
yeuing to pꝛinces full clere dyzection, 

Foz to eſchewe the flattery odious 

And the falſe fraude of women lecherous. 


Where was ther euer of ſcience o2 conning 
So renomed as was king Salomon: 

yet women made him thzugh falſe flatering 
To fozaine goddes done oblacion, (doun, 
Which clipled his honoꝛ a bꝛought his fame 
That was whilom moſte vertuous, 

Tyll he thꝛugh women fyl to be lecherous. 


Is it not eke remembzed by wꝛiting 

Ok Jſrael howe the chefe champion 

Which goddes people had in his leadyng, 

I mean the famous mighty ſtrong Sapſon, 
That thzugh his foꝛce torent the lion: 
But Dilada with teares plentuous, 

His grace bereft him, # made him lecheroug 


Sichem was ſlayne eke foz the rauychyng 
Of yonge Dyna, as made is mencion: 

His father Hemoꝛ bꝛought to his endyng, 
Loſt his rycheſſe in that diſcencion, 

And his kingdom bꝛought to diſtruccion: 
Lo here the end of pꝛinces vicious, 
Which them diſpole foz to be lecherous. 


It is in earth one the molt perylous thinge, 
A punce to be of his condicion 
Effempnate, his wyttesenclynyng 

By falſe deſy2es of mocion 

To put him ſelf vnder fubieccion, 

And thzal telõ, his treſour moſt precious . 


To the vnleful luſtes hatefull and lecherous. 


This is the ſentence full playnly in menyng, 
Where women haue the dominacion 

To holde the raine, their hokes out caſtyng, 
That ſenſualitie hath turiſdiction, 

To enter on reaſon by falſe intruſion, 

Warre agaynſt vertue moſt contagious, 

To be vaynquiched, ok luſtes lecherous. 


It taketh fro men their clerenes of ſeyng, 
Cauleth great ſickenes and cozruption: 

And to all vertue it is greateſt hyndꝛyng, 
Maketh men ſeme olde as by inſpection, 
Appalleth their minde and diſpoſition, 
Shozteth their life, thing dzedfull x piteous, 
Whan they diſpoſe them to be lecherous. 


Noble pꝛynces in your ymaginyng 
Concepue ot women the falſe deception, 
Namely of them that loue but foz winnyng, 


And labour aye foꝛ your poſſeſſion: 

Whole ſugred flattery is falſe colluſion, 

Like to Sy2ens, with voyce melodious 

Enoynt your cares to make you lecherous. 
¶ The. vi. Chapter. 

Show Cambyſes aſſentyng to the murder 
of his bꝛother Mergus, at the laſt 
llough him lelfe, 

ter the death of mighty king Cirus, 
D cer came his ſonne called Cambiſes, 

Hepꝛe by ſucceſſion, full victozious, 

Whiche tofoze Bochas put himlelfe in pzces, 
And gan his complaynt, this is doubtles, 
That they of Egypt in many vncouth wyſe, 
To ſundꝛy Goddes did ſacrifice, 
Firſt vnto Apis they dyd Sacrtfice, 
Called Serapts their greateſt god of all, 
Raygnyng in Egypt moſt of excellence, 
Ind god of goddes foles did him call; 
Ind ofhis nobles thus it is befall. 
Slapne by his bꝛother, whiche is a wonder, 
Seuered on peces, and ful karre caſt aſunder, 
Ind they of Egypt made their ozdinaunce, 
Upon payne of death in their ſtatute olde, 
A god to call him, and do their obferuaunce 
Within his temple, like as they were holde: 
Wherof Cambiles tofoze as J you tolde, 
Ill the temples of that region 


of John Bochas 


Caſt him by fozce fo2 to thzow doun, 


The temple of Jupiter to robbe it by rauxne, 
Called Hammon, without exception 

His knightes ſent to bꝛyng it to rupne, 

But they echone foz their pzeſumption, 

With (odaine leuin were ſmit and beat down: 
Wherof Cambiles in Alpe tho raygnyng, 
Had this dꝛeame as he lay ſlepyng. 


He dzempt his bꝛother þ called was Mergus 
Should in the kingdome after him ſuccede, 
Wherofin hart he wart ſo enuious, 

That he purpoled ofrancour and hatrede 
By ſome meane to make his ſides blede: 
And that his purpoſe (hould take auayle, 

A magicten he toke to his counſaple. 


And he was holde a full great Phyloſopher, 
Called Comares, full leyghty and cunnyng: 
To whõ Cambiles made a full large pꝛofer, 
Ok golde x trealure, to make him allentyng 
To execute this hoꝛrible thing, 

And that he would in moſt cruell wile, 

The murder of Mergus to cõpas and deuiſe. 


And while Cambiles oꝛdeyned this treaſon 
To ſlea Mergus his owne bzother dere, 
God from aboue caſt his eyen downe 

Pym to puniche in full cruell manere: 

Foꝛ he wared wode who lo liſt to lere, 
Caught a werde. a roue his thigh on twaine 
And lodaynly he dyed foz the paine. 


Foz two cauſes god toke on him vengeaunce, 
As mine auctour Bochas doth expzeſle, 

Foz his pꝛelumptuous # falle diſobeyſaunce, 
Spoyling the gods of their great riches: 
Ind foz the froward great vnkyndnes 

To yeue aſſent to the contagious caas, 
Whan Þ Mergus his bzother murdꝛed was. 


he death of whom was chefe occaſion 

full great warre, ſtriues, and debate, 
Eke fynall cauſe why all the region 
Of mighty Perce, ſtode dilconſolate: 
Foz heyze was none ot high nozlow eſtate, 
By title ofright,thzough his vahappy chaũce 
To be their kyng and haue the gouernaunce, 


Foz the magycien called Comares, 

Which flue Mergus as ye haue herd expꝛes, 
Toke his bzother called Dzopaſtes, 

And made him — 18 bereth witnes: 


2. uni. 


Becauſe 


Betaule that he reſembled in likenes 
Unto Mergus, of face and of ſtature, 
Tocrowne him kyng therkoꝛe he did his cure 


The deth ol Mergus outward was not know 
Noz playnly publiched in that region, 

His body butied, and caſt in earth lowe, 

Ok whom the murder, # fraudulent treaſon, 
The piteous ſlaughter w2ought by colluſion, 
Ind all the maner by pꝛoteſſe was elpped, 
So openlp, it myght not be denyed, 


Ind in what wyſle the noyſe gan out ſpzede 
Touchyng this murder, odyous foz to here, 
Whan that Oꝛopaſtes occupied in dede 
The crowne of Perce, the ſtozp doth vs lere, 
There was a pꝛynte full notable and entere, 
Called Yoſtancs that gan his wytte apply, 
Ot high pꝛudence this murder out to elpy, 


While that Oꝛopaſtes vnder a falle pꝛetence 
Ok Perciens was receiued foz kyng, 

The layd p2ynce did his diligence 

By inquiſition to haue knowlegyng, = 
By what ingyne, oz by what ſleyghty thing, 
The ſayd Ozopaſtes caught occaſton, 

In ſtede of Mergus, to occupy the croun. 


On this matter he had a coniecture, 

That his title was neither whole ne clere: 
The trouth to trye he did his buly cure, 
Ind to lerche out wholy the manere, 

He lought ſo farre, that he came ryght nere, 
Ind in this caſe letted foz no ſlouth, 

Tyll that he had kounde out the very trouth. 


The caſe was thus playnly to termine, 

He had a daughter full fayze of her vylage, 
Vhiche of the kyng was chiefeſt concubine, 
By whom he thought to catche aduauntage, 
And vnto her he hath lent his meſſage, 
Secretely to enquire how it ſtode, 

Where þ the kyng were come of Cyꝛus bloud, 


Ind bade that the choulde ſecretly take hede, 
While that he ſlept to do her buſy payne, 
With her handes foꝛ to fele his hede, 

And to grope after both his eares twayne: 
Ind if it kyll, there is no moꝛe to layne, 
Upon his head that che none cares founde, 
To tel her father of trouth as the was bond. 


This mighty pꝛynce Hoſtanes knewe wele, 
Ryght as it is recozded by ſcripture, 


The thirde boke 


Touching this caſe how it mode Query dele, 
How kyng Cambyſes of ſodaine aducnture, 
By his liue foꝛ a foꝛfeyture 

Made of Oꝛopaſtes, the ſtozy layth not nay, 
Both his two eares to be cut away, 


And hereupon to be certified, 

He was delierous to haue full knowlegyng, 
Whiche by his daughter whan it was elpyed, 
Upon a nyght liyng by the kyng, 

Gropyng his head as he lay ſlepyng: 

Full ſubtilly felt and toke good hede, 

How he none eares had vpon his heed, 


And to her father anone Ge hath declared 
The letrenes of this anenture, 

Ind foꝛ no feare ne dꝛedꝛ he hath not ſpared, 
How that it code playnly to dilcure: 

Ind firſt of all he did his buſy cure, 

All the pzynces of Perce lande yſere, 

To counlaylecall to entreat of this mattere, 


Ind whan they were aſſembled euerychone, 
Ol Oꝛopaſtes he tolde them all the chaunce: 
And how ß Mergus was murdzed yoze agoe 
As here tofoze is put in remembꝛaunce: 
Wherupon to let an oꝛdinaunce, 

And to redꝛeſſe theſe wzonges done tofozne, 
Ok Perce lande were leuen pꝛynces (wozne, 


Of one aſſent in their intencion, 

By bonde of othe thei made their aſſuraunce, 
And a full ſecrete communicacion, 

To put O20paſtes fro his royall puiſſaunte, 


Vhiche had all Perce under his gouernaũte 


By a full falſe pꝛetence of herytage, 
Foz he was like to Mergus of vyſage, 


Theſe leuen pꝛynces of which tofo2e J tolde, 
Ill ot one hart, and by their othe ybounde, 
Pꝛudent, and manly, and of peres olde, 
Haue lought a tyme Ozopaſtes to confound: 
And w their lwerdes charpe whet a ground, 
Under couert in their apparaple, 

Came oft entent Ozopaltes to aſſaple. 


And in the palays whom euer that they met, 
Oz agayne them made reliſtence, 

Ill of accoꝛde they fiercely on him ſet 

But the magicien Þ was there in their pꝛeſẽce 
Came agaynſt them by ſturdpe vyolence, 
Ind at the encountre gan the ſo conſtrapne, 
That of the pꝛynces they haue ſlaine 2 


But finally the other pꝛynces fpue, 
LOhan that they ſawe their two fereg blede, 
In al the palays they left none alyue, 
And kynge Ozopaſtes quaking in his dzede, 
Full vnwarelp oꝛ that he toke hede, 
Pas ſlayn, ther guerdoned foꝛ al his might, 
Ok pꝛetence kinges 5 reigne a haue no right. 


The. vii. Chapiter. 
C Howe Dary obteynyng the kingdom ol 
Perce by llepght, ended with ame, 


p A Fter the deth of thele Magicpeng, 

: Was left no king to haue p gouernaũce, 
Noz fo2 to rule the lande ofPerciens, 

Saue fyue pzinces full famous of puiſſaunce: 
YOhyche made a ſtatute and an oꝛdinaunce, 
= Nfoneacco2de by recoꝛde of wzityng, 
Theron concluding who chuld be cholẽ king. 


(Their ſoꝛt, the ir hap, and all their auenture 
Was yeue to foztune ofthys eleccion, 
And thus the pꝛince the crowne ſhall recure 
Among theſe fyue, by theyꝛ conuencion, 
Foz to gouern the mighty regyon, 
And in that lande to reigne and contune, 
Lykeas the fauour lyſt oꝛdeyn of foztune. 


= 


Thys was the ſtatute, vpon a moꝛnyng 

All atones erly foz to ryde 

Itwene Aurora and Phebus vpziſyng, 

Up to a hyll to houe and to abyde, 

All rancour a dyſcozde let aſyde, (ing, 

Whole hozſe among them was firſt herde ney 
ithout grutching, chulde be crowned kyng, 


Upon this mater what Goulde J leger tary? 
Yereon was made an othe in ſpkerneſſe, 
Imong theſe pzices one which was called Da 
A prince of Perce excellyng of nobleſſe, Cry 
Whych had a ſeruaunt 5; ſtozy bereth witneſſe 
That kept hys hozſe , # thought in very dede 
Hys loꝛde he wolde pzeferre at ſuche a nede. 


The ſayd ſcruant full ſlepghtly in werkyng; 
His dilygencelyſt nothyng to ſpare, 

The day to foꝛe ſet oftheir metynge, 

At a place, ſmothe, playne, and bare, 
Nys loꝛdes hoz(e,he made leape a mare: 
And on the moꝛowe when the pꝛinces met, 
On hoz(\backe there hys loꝛde he let. 


Ind whan the hozſe thyder came agapne, 
Nature anone affozced his cozage, 
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Toneye loude bpon the ſame playne 
Where as the mare had vled her paſſage: 
Kyndeinſuche tale had great auauntage, 
By Whiche ſleyght playnly toreherſe, 

The ſapd Dary was crowned kig of Perce. 


The pꝛynces all lyke theyꝛ conuention, 

Oꝛ Phebus ſhewed his kiry beames b2xght, 
Witgout tryte o2 contradiccion 

From their hoz{e ſodaynly alyght: 

And vnto Dary as lowiy as they myght, 
Sapd in greke oꝛ they vp role, 
Policromtudo Baſileos 


Which is in latyn toſpake in wozdes plarne, 
And in euglyche by expowning of ſcripture 
Akter the Gretze, as moche foz to lapne, 

As longe tyme myght the kyng endure 

Aud lyue in helth with good auenture, 

By the grace and fauour of foꝛztune, 

Upon all Perce to reigne and contune, 


Who wyll conſydꝛe euery cyʒcumſtaunce, 

It is a meruaple nat grounded on pzudence, 
By luch lleyght a king to haue gonernaunce, 
Thzough tytle oꝛ clapme as of iuſt euidence, 
So to be rayled to kyngly excellence: 

But whan foꝛtune fauoureth ſuche aſſap, 
Tyll y che chaunge ther can no man ſay nap. 


Thus was kyng Dary boꝛne of lowe linage, 
Set vp by lleyght in eſtate honoꝛable, 
Thought Þ he wolde foz his auauntage, 

To make his kyngdom # his reigine table, 
Wed ſuch a wyte as tohym was moſt ave: 
Demyng of trouth hys clayme were well a⸗ 
Of Cirus lyne if che were diſceded, (meded, 


To wede ſuche one was all his conetyſe, 
Stable foz to ceigne vpon the Percieng, 
And as J fonbe, in full crueil wyſe 

By the counſaple ot falſe magicpens, 

A werte he gan vpon the Egipciens, 

Eke folily he gan foz to werrey 

Them of Ithenes, whiche lyſt hym nat obey. 


And as mpne auctor maketh reherſaple, 

He foꝛ his pꝛide and falſe pꝛeſumpcion, 

Was diſcomfyted twyes in bataple: 

And neuer after, as made is mencyon, 

He was nat had in reputacyon 

Among pPertciens, ſo gan his honoure fade, 
Wyth fleyght he gan, with ſhame an ende he 
made. | 4. 


The. viii. Chapter, 


C How Coꝛolian by Romaynes exiled gan 
warxe agaynſt them, and how after they lent 
out his mother withother foz peace:which had, 
they elt him exiled, and after 
was llayne, 


Fter this Dary, as J rehearce can, 
And mine auctour liketh to conclude, 
To John Bochas came Coꝛolian, 
The moſt wokull of that multitude: 
Which gan complaine vpon the ingratitude 
Of the Romayns, how they whilom in dede 
Exiled his perſon ofrancour and hatrede, 


Wyiche in his time would neuer ceace 
Th:ough his nobleſſe & hys hygh renottn, 
Their common pꝛokite to augment & encrece, 
And foz to bꝛinge to their ſubiection 

Many a cirye, and many a noble toun, 

Pet they agaynward foꝛ all his chyualry, 
Him exiled or malyce andenuy, 


But whan this Marcus called Cozolian, 
Saw of Romapns the great vnkindnes, 
Toward a countrey that called was Tulkan 
Of high diſdayne anone he did him dꝛeſle: 
And them entreated of manly fell pzowes, 
To gyn a warre ſythe they ſo manly be, 
Thꝛough his couetyng,agatne Rome ß citye, 


Ind koꝛ to put them moꝛe in aſſuraunce 

To haue victoꝛy thꝛough their high renonn, 
He tolde them plapnly of a great diſtaunce 
Of a falſe ſtrife, and a diſcencion 

That was of newe fall in Rome towne: 
Wherfoze they chouldeik it be pzouided) 
Coquere thẽ lightly becauſe thet wer deuided 


By their aſſent they made a great armpe, 
With ſtuffe foz war richely apparayled, 
Pyght his tentes tofoze that great citye, 
And in the fielde ſtode pzoudly battapled: 
But the hartes of Romayns haue the fayled, 
And durſt not paſſe the gates ok their toun, 
There was among the lo great deuiſion. 


Their citye ſtode that time deſtitute, 

With feare ſuppꝛiled foꝛ lacke of gouernatice, 
Them to dekende they kounde no refute, 

So farre enfebliGhed was their old puiſſaũce 
Foz euer gladly where ſtryfe and variaunce 
In any king dome haue an entereſſe, 
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Touchyng a defence,adue all hardineſſe, 


Within them lelfe they ſtode at debate, 
Itoze their enemies ready foz to aſſaple, 
Comtozt was none in hyghnoz lowe eſtate, 
Foz where diſcozd is what auayleth cofiſail- 


Their fone wout, within them ſelte battayle 


Bꝛought in alas, to their confuſion, 
By the falſe ſerpent of diſſencion. 


But at the laſt affozcedandconſtrayned, 
They were coact after peace to ſeke, 

(The caſe ſtode ſo, of nede they were papned 
Maugre their might their harts foz to meke: 
Ind their miſchefe moꝛe to encreſe and eke, 
In augmentyng of their crueil fates, 

They law their enmies armed at their gates 


Q hey ſent out firſt pꝛieſtes of the toun, 
With their enemies foz to entrete of pees, 
With humble pꝛofers, æ lowe ſubiection: 
But Coꝛolian this is doubtles, 

Againe the Romayns was ſo merciles 
That grace none myght in his hart myne, 
To their requeſt his eares to enclpne, 


Than the Romayns,the ſtoꝛy tell can, 

To Uenturia made their pzayere 

Whiche was the mother of Coꝛolian, 

Ind to Uolumnia his faithfull wife entere, 
That they Gould both go in fere 

Unto that pꝛynce, beſechyng at the leſt 
Benigni to heare their requeſt. 


His mother firſt full pꝛudently abzayde, 
VUnto her lonne makyng this queſtion, 
At their metyng to hym thus che ſayde: 
Shall I(quod che) foꝛ choꝛt concluſion, 
Ok faythfull harte and true affection, 
To thy pꝛelentce, declare finally, 

Be now receyued as mother oꝛ enemy: 


After thine aunſwere J muſt my ſelfe diſpoſe 
And my wittes lpecially apply 

Caule ot my cõmyng clerely to vntloſe, 

Ind tell the effect of mine ambaſſatry: 

Ind my ſpeache ſo gouerne and gye, 

Akter J amreceyued to thy grace, 

My lelfe declaryng if J haue time and ſpace, 


Foz like thy mother ik thon receiue me, 

And me accept vnto thy pzeſence, 

J maſt therafter ſo gouerned be 

Totell my tale plapnlyin ſentence, Fe 
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S0 that thou gene me frendly audience: 
Ind if J be not receiued in luche wiſe, 
More ſtrongly my tale J muſt deuiſe. 


This noble pꝛynce, this Coꝛolian, 

When that he heard his mother thus coplaine 
Full like alozde and a knyghtly man, 

Gan her embzace in his armes twayne, 

In lowly wile,there is no moze to lapne, 
Daue like a ſonne ot due and ryght 

To her he ſayd full lyke a manly knyght: 


Madame (quod he)be it to your pleaſaunce 
To hear my concept, as in this matere, 
With kaythtull hart # humble attendaunce 
J you receyue as foz my mother dere: 

But and ye lyke benyngly to here, 

The ingratitude done in molt cruel wile 

To me of Romayns, J purpoſe to chaſtiſe, 


Ih ſonne (quod che) touching their offence 
Done to thy nobles, their great outrage, 
They (al by menes their treſpace recopence, 
Jnd thinke thou art bozne of their linage, 
And ſuffer Þ mercy thyrigoure may aſſwage: 
Ind think of nature thou maiſt not wel wſay 
Thing foz the which thy mother doth pꝛay. 


Thou Galt not cloſe thyne entrayles of pitie 
To the requeſtes of me and of thy wife, 

N92 gynne a warte agapne thy countrey 

To troy thy lyne by newe moztall ſtrife, 
Thy childꝛen and me to make vs loſe our life: 
Wey in balaunce to Romapyns thy hatred, 
Againſt the lone of me and of thy kynred, 


Sende home agayn thy ſtraungeſouldiours 
Which ben lo redy ß Romains bloud to chede, 
Let ſtand in peace our walles & our towers, 
Suffer thy grace thy rancour to excede, 

So that thy pity may put away all dzede: 
Ind condiſcende to receyue foz hoſtage, 

Me to be pledge foz their great outrage. 


Behold the wõbe in whiche thou were bozne, 
Ind ſe alſo my naked ſydes twayne, 
By whiche thou were foltred here tofozne, 
Tf there were lack thou woldeſt cry a plaine: 
Remember theron and at me not diſdayne, 
But vnto mercy recepue this citee, 

At the requeſt here of thy wike and me. 


Dhilom my milke thy cheriſhing was a fode 
To ſtynt thy cry whan thou diddeſt wepe, 


Leaf.irrv, 


(Their ſote dꝛops full holſome were and good 
Thy tender youth foz to pꝛeſerue and kepe: 
And litze a mother to bꝛyng the a ſlepe, 

A woke full oft tothe J was ſo kynde, / 
Wherfoze dere ſone on my requeſt haue mind. 


Ik that thou lyſt this city now tozment, 
Their demerites by rygour recompence, 
Punyche me foz them, and J wyll aſſent 

To beare the gylt of their great offence: 

But dere ſonne let thy magnificence 

Suffer of knighthode p mercy may in dede, 
Attemper thy rygour oz thou to dome pzocede 


Suffer Romayns to liue in quiete, 

Graunt the peace agayne their great outrage 
Some dꝛope of pity let in thyne hart flete, 
And thinke thou art boꝛne of their linage: 
Loke vpon them with mercifull vyſage, 
Whiche offer them lelfes as they hai fulfill, 
Their lyke, their death, all wholy at thy will, 


Remember of nature how that the lyon 

Det alide his rage and his wodenes 

To them that mekely afoze him fall doun, 
Dis royall kinde will do them no durelle, 
To exemplify to knyghtly nobleſſe, 

w rigoꝛous lwerd thou alt no moze manace 
Them that be lowly yelden vnto thy grace, 


And whan this pꝛynce, this Coꝛolian, 

Had heard all that his mother liſt to ſapne, 
He goeth to her in all the haſte he tan, 
Belpꝛent wteares 5 on his chekes rayne, 
Ind her embzaced with his armes twayne, 
Ind layde mother there may be no lettyng, 
Me hole of hart to graunt your aſkyng, 


Theſiege he made foz toauoyde away, 

Ind to repayꝛe home to their countrye, 

And wyth his mother and wife he was þ day 
With great gladnes and ſolemnitie, 

Anon receiued into that citye: 

Like as foztune him neuer wold haue fayled, 
But the ſone after of newe hath him aſſayled, 


The gery Romayns,ſtozmy,and vnſtable, 
e neuer in one ſtyll coulde abide, 
Againſt this pꝛynte moſt knyghtly a notable, 
Foz to conſpyꝛe of new they gan pꝛouide: 
And baniſhed him to Tuſkan there beſide, 
Where he was ſlayne within a little ſpace, 
Fo he the Komayns atfoze toke to grace. 


Hewe Melciades Duke of Athens with 
imc nombꝛe vanquiſhed. vi. C. M. Percies 
and atter by his comonte that aye of cuſtome 

deſyzeth achaung of princes new, 
he was chapned in pzylon, 
and lo dyed, 


Oer. other that putte theym lelfe in 


pꝛees. | 
q Foz too bewaple their greuous heauy- 
neſſe, : 

Came of Fthens Duke Melciades, 

which thzugh his manhod # hygh pꝛoweſſe, 
And thzugh his knightly renomed nobleſſe, 
Like as auctours his triumphes lyſt comed, 
Faught many a batayle his city to defend. 


And of victoꝛies, as it is compyled, 

Foz tomon p2ofyt of that noble toune, 
Faught wyth a tyzaunt Þ was tofoze exiled 
Called Yippias,which by falſe treaſon 

Had to kyng Dary made a luggeſtion 

Upon Athens in al the haſt he might, 

To raple al Perce agayn the town to fyght, 


Site hundꝛed. M.actounted was the nobze 
Ok Perciens armed in plate and maile. 
Them of Athenes by fozce to encombze, 
Echone aſſembled them pꝛoudly to aſſaple: 
But this Duke foꝛ nothyng wold fayle 
Melciades, but knightly toke his place, 
With ten thouſande he met him in the face, 


Fo: both he was manly and ryght wyſe, 
And of his handes pꝛoued a ful good knight, 
Set vpon them with lo pzudent auyle, 
That they of Perce fo2 all their 2 might, 
Were four tymes put vnto the flyght 

By thylke Due, if J Gall not fayne, 

And by the nobleſſe of other knyghts twain, 


Themyſtocles ycalled was the tone, 

Which of his hand as auctours liſt diſcryue 
Was in a felde pꝛoued on hys fone, 

The manlyeſt knight in his time alyue. 
Whych thylke day ſo pꝛoudly dyd ſtrpue, 
Agayn the of Perce, æ ſuch a ſlaughter make 
That fynally the field they haue fozſake, 


Cynegirus a knyght eke ok that towne 
The ſame day thzough his chyualry, 
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With blody lwerde,as he went vp and doun, 
without nombze in his melancoly 
Slough Perciens, bokes ſpecity: 
That foz the tyme they no refute can, ran, 
Saue to their chyppes foꝛ dzede of dethe they 


And there he wzought a ſtraunge marueyle 
As waiteth Bochas, affyzmyng it certayne: 
The greateſt yp that bare largeſt ſayle 
with his righthand he gan it ſo reſtrapne, 
Lyke as it had befaſtned wyth a chapne, 
Maugre Perciens whiche did the ſoze greue 
(That by no craft they could it not meue. 


But whan that they none other refute wy, 
Frelp to elcape out of his daungere, 

Tyl they his right hand cut of by the waiſt: 
But w his left handhe gan appzoche neare, 
And helde it ſtyll, an vncouth thing to heate, 
That he had fozce ſo great a hip to let, 

But than alas his lett hand of they (met, 


pet maugre thẽ whan he their malice ſeeth, 
All were it ſo that he had loſt eche hande, 
The chip he ſtyll helde with his teeth 

That they ne myght departe from the lande, 
Lybke as their veſſell had fal bpon ſand: 
Cauled that dap, mine auctour doth reherte, 
Two hundꝛed. M. were flain of thẽ of perce, 


And whan this ſinguler mighty champion 
Cinegirus moſt vncouth of cozage 

Had done this maruaile, as made is mecion, 
Ok very anguich he fill into a rage, 

Lyke a beeſt furious and ſauage 

Kan about. alas fozlacke of mynde, 

In Bochas boke no moꝛe of him J finde. 


But in this pꝛoces after J beheld 

Ave howe that foztune can her frends faple, 
Foz Melciades leder of that fielde 

And —— of al that great batayle, 
Cauling victozy as made is reherſayl, 

yet his people of malice and of yze 

Again his nobles,falſ(ly gan conſpire, 


They of Athenes let him in pꝛiſon, 
And in chapnes mightily himbounde: 
Unkindly they yaue him this guerdon 
Fo: al the knighthod they in him found, 
In had he ſuffred many a moꝛtal wound 

n their diffence, and foz their libertees, 
To laue their liues, their toun, a * 


rr — * 
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This was the ende of duke Melciades, 
Thzough þ conſtreynt ok his ſtrongebondeg, 
Eke they exyled the knyght Themyſtocles 
Out of their towne to lyue in ſtraunge lödes, 
That was ſo wozthy pꝛoued of his hondes, 
To chewe the chaunge and mutabylite 
Founde in foztune, and euery comonte. 


¶ Lenuope. 


The ſtoꝛmy truſt of euery comonte 

Their gery coꝛages and trobled coſtaunce, 
In this tragedy men may behold # ſe: (ce 
Now vp, now doun,as foztune caſt her chaũ⸗ 
Foz they ofcuſtome haue ioy a moſt pleſaiice, 
Jn their deſyzes vnſtedfaſt and vntrewe, 
To le ech day a chaunge of pzintes newe, 


Coꝛolyan of Rome, a chefe cytye, ((aũte, 
Was there pꝛotectour thzugh his mighty pu⸗ 
Uenquiſſhed their enemies, let the in ſuerte, 
Bꝛought in rebelles to their obeyſaunce: 

But they agaynwarde of wylfull variaunce 

Banyſſhed hym twyſe,and no cauſe knewe 

Saue koꝛ to le a chaunge ot pꝛinces newe. 


The knyghtly nobleſſe, the magnanyniyte, 
The polyce, the pzudent gouernance 

Of Melciades duke of the tountre £ 
Where 8 Athens is chefe towne in lubſtaũce, 
Whan he their comon gan moſt to auaunce, 
The moze vnkyndly in honor Þ they grewe, 
Moſt they wer buſp to chaũge him foz a new, 


Themyſtocles hauyng the ſouerapnte 

Ot knyghtes all that bare ſpeare oz launce, 
Duryng his tyme,F take no moze on me, 
Foz copariſons do oft tyme great greuaunce: 
Sire hund2ed thouſande he put to vttraunce, 
Unto Athens neuer founde vntrewe, 
Pet they conſpyꝛed his exyle foz a newe. 


What thyng may here flour in felycite 

Oz ſtande ſtable by longe contynuaunce⸗ 

In hyghe eſtates outher in lowe degre, 
Howe flowe, now ebbe,nowe toy nowe mil⸗ 
After as foztune holdeth the balance, (chaũce, 
Ind ſpecially falſe feyning and vntrewe, 
Comons deſyꝛe a chaunge of pzinces newe. 
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On ſodayne chaunges ſet your remebzaunce, 
Freſſhneſſe offtoures,of bzaunches þ beaute, 
Haue aye on chaũge a trcblyng attendaunce: 


tat. lzzvi. 


In truſt ok tomons is no perleueraunce, 
As wynter c ſomer be dyuers of their hewe, 
So be they dyuers in chaũge of pznices new. 


The. x. C hapiter. / 
© Yowe Xerxrſes kyng of Perce foz his ra⸗ 


uyne and couetyle was dilmem- 
bzedintoſmall pieces. 


A Nd tofoze Bochas pitouſly wepynge 
Foꝛ to declare his decdlp heuyncile, 
Came Kerxſes nexte of Perce kynge, 

And gan coplayne his dole and his diſtreſſe: 
Which in thꝛe thinges, p doꝛy bereth witues 
Ind as the cronycle clerly can vs tell, 

All other p2inces in erthe he dyd extell. 


In high eſtate was none lo great as he, 
Neythet in ryches,noz woꝛldly habuntatice, 
Noꝛ none that tyme of ſo great dygnite, 

Foz as it is put in remembzaunce 

He had all Perce vnder his obeyſaunce: 

Noz neuer pꝛince as auctours do conclude, 
Hoſteped attones with luche a multitude, 


S pate df fue pere he had his ozdynaunce, 
Seue hundꝛed thoulãde people he dyd rayſe: 
Dempt of pꝛide agayn his gret puiſſaunce 
None erthly power myght counterpapſe: 
But ſome auctozs alowe him nat noz pzayſe, 
Bycaule that he people to encombze, 

Set all his truſt to cõquere  gret nombze, 


But manly pꝛinces haue this opynion, 

In multytude ſtandeth nat victozy, 

Foz knightly pꝛoweſſe of euery champion 
Which manly caſt thẽ in armes to haue victo- 
Enpꝛynted hath fixe in his memozy, Cry, 
Marciall tryumphes god ne doth nat ewe, 
In nombze great, no rather than in fewe, 


This ſayd Xerxſes by retoꝛde ofauctouts, 
Had allo, in cronycles as rede, 

The hũdꝛed thoulande ſtraunge ſoudeours, 
Without other that were of Perce a Mede: 
Whiche gan the erthe foꝛ to cute and ſpꝛede, 
Dꝛied tyuers that they dyd attayne, 

Rat fe downe hylles, à made valeys plapne, 


This was chefe conceyte of his fantalies, 
To haue all erthe vnder ſubieccion: 
Thought his power raught aboue the ſkyes, 
Df(urquedy and falle pꝛeſumpcion: 101 
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Fo: as he demeth in his opynton 
Howe in his power playnly that it lap, 
Fro god of heuin the heuyn to take away. 


But thylke loꝛde ö can the meke enhaunce, 
And from their ſees the pzoude put doune, 
Ind namely them ß haue no remembzaunce 
To aduertyle of wyſdome and of reaſon, 

To knowe the loꝛde moſt mighty of renoune, 
The loꝛde of lozds which plainly tocompyle, 
Wyll (affre tyꝛauntes to reigne but a whyle. 


And one the maruaple that ener J dydrede 
Greateſt, and vncouth playnly vnto me 

Is howe Xerxles kynge of Perce c Meede 
Foz to ſhewe a ſpecyall ſyngulerte, 

Out of Iſie ouer the great le 

As ſayth myn autour,who J dare alledge, 
In to Europe made a myghty bꝛidge. 


Some men peraucture will ther at diſdayne, 
And lap it is a maruaple nat credyble, 
pet craft in caſe to ſuche thing may attapne, 
Whych by nature ſemeth an impoſſpble: 

And as to me, it is a thing odyble 

Thynges to inpugne autentyke and olde, 
Whiche notable clerkes in their dayes tolde, 


Theſe newe men that haue but lytell ſepne 
Nouther expert in crafte no in nature, 

Foꝛ lacke of reaſon holde all ſuch thing veyne 
Though that it be remembzed in ſcripture: 
Fo2 euery maruaple and euerp auenture 

Js ſtraunge to hym, as J reherce can 

That lackethþ cauſe wherof p groũd began, 


This ſayd Xerxſes had eke poſſeſſion 

By the tytle of his father Darpe 

Ok all Egypt, as made is mencpon: 

But thep of Grete were to hym contrary, 
Wyertoꝛe he caſt no lenger foꝛ to tarye 
This pzoude pꝛince, but mightely werrey 
Lacedemonoys, which wolde him nat obey, 


But one that was called Demaratus 

Whych of that country had afoze be kyng, 
Ind was exyled the ſtozy telleth vs, 

That tyme w Xerxſes in houcholde abyding, 
Vyyche loued that land foz all his expling, 
Gaue the watning to laue the fro miſchaiice, 
Ok Ferxles power and all his ozdynaunce. 


He wꝛote them letters grauen in a table, 
All thempꝛiles of Xerxſes out of doute, 
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To luppe at night with goddes inkernall. 
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Ok all his ſtuffe,and people incomperable, 
Ind of his nombze and his great reut: 

The whiche table couered was without, 
Full ſubtelly withe were yplaned plapne, 
That of his londe there was no letter ſepne, 


Thus was thentent of Xerrſcs firſt diſcured 
Unto the grekes,and all his falſe wozkpng; 
But in one thinge they greatly were aſſured, 
Df truſt they had by expert knowlegyng 
n Leonidas their noble famous kyng, 
hych amog grekes of pzowes x fozelight, 
Das in tho dayes holde foz the beſt knyght, 


Of chyualry called the lode terre, (chene, 
The ſonne of knighthod þ hone lo bꝛyghte x 
The bearer vp both in peace and warre 

And ſtrongeſt pyller, his party to mayntene: 
The grekes ryght hande their nobleſle to ſu; 
Carboncleofarmeg,my2roz of policie,(ſtene, 
Ind lureſt capitayne a felde to rule and gye, 


And as mpne auctour remebzeth in his boke 
Nowe in this cale he was nat techeles, 

But in all haſte four thouland men he toke 
To let the wayes and comyng of Xerrſes; 
And by an hyll called Thermophiles, 
Where Pertiens began firſt their voyage, 
De knyghtly caſt to ſtoppe their paſſage, 


And lecretly eſpyeng the tomyng 

Ok kyng Xerrles with ſtronge apparayle, 
He lyke a knyght made no tarying 

Chale out.bi.hũdꝛed armed in plate @ maile, 
Ogiche in luche caſe might moſte auaple, 
And in defence and helpe ok their countre, 
Wolde rather dye, than from the kelde to lle. 


And touertly they toke theit lodgyng, 

And kept them clole tyll it dꝛough to nyght, 
And at their dyner them ſelfe refreſſhyng 
So as they ſate in ſteele armed bzight, 

The kyng abꝛayde lyke a manly knyght, 

In to the felde afoze they chulde gone, 
Ryght thus he layd amonge them euerychon: 


Spꝛs( quod he)nowe dyne merelp, 

And with good wyne affozce your coꝛage: 
Lyke good knyghtes in pozpoſe fynallp, 

Foꝛ lyfe noꝛ dethe nat turning your vpſage, 
But of aſſent caſte fy pour paſſage, 

As pe here dyne nowe in elpeciall, 


This to meane ye Chal your ſelfe teoparte 
As hardy knightes pzoudly to pꝛouide, 
Within the felde aſondze nat departe, 

But kepe cloſe and foz no dꝛede deuide, 

De ſpꝛe of wozchyp make to be pour gyde, 
pour expert nobleſſe eternally to auaunce, 
By quicke repozteof newe remembꝛaunce. 


And haue thys day nothyng inmemozy 

Nother pour ryches, blode, ne pour kinrede, 
Saue only hope and good truſt of victozy, 
And hardi pꝛoweſſe you to conducte and lede: 
And thinke knightli what halbe your mede 
With marcial palmes your renome & name, 
In the higheſt place let in the houle of fame; 


and though ye be but a fewein nombze 
Let inyour hertes one thyng be fantaſyed, 
While diuiſion dothe you nat encombꝛe 
Uictoꝛp in armes may you nat be denied: 
Foz nothyng is to conqueſt moꝛe applied, 
Than true accoꝛd amõg your lelf to ſhewo, 
Though you in nombꝛe be but verey few, 


But by this counſayle ſyngulerly notable, 
And by this knightes kingly good langage, 
They recomfozted held them lelfe able 
Agayne their komen to hold their paſſage: 
Ind fyꝛſt ol al of hertelye pzoude cozage, 
The Percicns moze moꝛtally to greue, 
Within their tentes, they fyll on them at eue. 


They of Perce ydzowned were with wyne, 
This to lay, thꝛough their great exceſſe, 
They lay and ſlept ipke as dzonkenſwyne, 
Their watche nat kept:lo how ß d2okeneſſe 
Cauleth oft of very recheleſneſle, 

Ful many a man that wyl nat take kepe, 
Foz to be murdꝛed a nightes whan thei lie pe 


And as this kyng dyd his knyghtes lede, 
The pPerciens tentes aſſayling lodapnlpe, 
O2 they were ware oz toke any hede 
Them foz to affray they made an hidous cri: 
Defence was none vpon their party, 

Fo2 men may knowe by olde experpence, 

In folkes dꝛonke may be no reliſtente. 


Out of nombꝛe they llough of their fone, 
And ceaĩed nat of all the longe nyght, 

Tyll on the moꝛowe that the ſonne Cone, 
That to beholde it was an vgly ſyght: 
Ind pꝛoude Terxſes put anone to flyght, 
Euer the laſt that wold his fone aſſaple, 
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And ape the firſt that fled de in batayle. 


In his flight ſo faſt away he ran, 

Foz therin was holy all his truſt, 
And of great trauayle anon this ⁊erxes gan 
Ok coward dzede, to haue ſo great a thurtte, 
So dꝛy he was ol lalte, ſond, and duſt, 

And by the way ſerching ferre and nere, 

He nother founde wel ne riuere. 


Ok auenture ampery ground he fand, 

The water troubled, and blody of colour, 
And Xerxles there dzake water w his hande 
Him to refreſh in his deedly labour: 

And as he thought he neuer dzanke lycour 
To him moze holſom, fo ſtrayt ſtode the calc, 
Confecte with ſpices,pyment noꝛ ypocras, 


This was the firſt miſchele and the dꝛede 
In which Xerres the mighti pzince ode, 
Here men may ſe ſuch as lyſt take hede 
Nowe gery fo2tune furyous and wode, 

Wil not ſpare foz riches noz foz goode, 
Wighty pꝛinces which lyſt not God to know, 
From their eſtates to bzingthem ful lowe, 


O hatekull ſerpent of hygh pzeſumpcion, 
Ape vnſtadle with gredy vſurpyng, 

By newe trouble of falſe ſedicion, 
Which lyſt of pzyde receiue no war nyng, 
Foz nowe Xerxles of Perce æ Mede kyng, 
Purpoſed hath with odyous apparaile, 
The temple of gods contagioully taſſayle, 


Fo2 as him thought it myght nat ſuffice 

To great example of his contrarious p2yde, 
Howe here tofozne god did him chaſtyſe 

By mannes hande, to ſet his pompe aſyde: 
But nowe of newe he gan agayne pꝛouyde 
By lacrylege his mighty hand to dꝛeſſe, 

To ſpoyle A ppollo, reue hym his richeſſe. 


There was in Delos a temple thylke day, 
Moſte ſtately builded and ſet vp by maſons 
Great ymages, relpques, and ryche aray, 
Ok golde and ſtones in ſondry manſyons; 
And there Appollo to ſondꝛy queſtyons 
paue redy anlwere, the ſtozy telleth thus, 
And he was called Appollo Delphicus. 


Four thouſand men Xerxſes thyder ſent 

By his auice choſe out fo2 the nones, 

Ful clenly armed, and as they thether went 
To ſpoyle the temple of gold and rich Toner, 


O. ii. 


with lodain leuin thei wer bꝛẽt telh a bones, 
With tempeſt, thundze, hapl, # hydous rein, 
C onſumpt echone, and neuer after ſepne. 


The great Apollo whiche chineth bzyghte in 
Had of this Xerxes great indignacto, (heuin 
Which made his people be conlaupt w leuin 
In cruel puniching ok his pꝛeſumpcion: 

Pet he purpoſed to his confuſion, 

Syth on the land he nothyng myght wyn, 
Upon the ſee a new werre to begin, 


Gan to make ſo great an ozdynaunce, 
That his nauy couered all the ſee: 

Pet Neptunus thought him not to enhaunce 
Within her boundes to haue no Iyberte, 

Foꝛ Themyſtocles with a ſmall meyny 
Belyde a cytie called Salamine, 

Him and his chyppes bzought vnto ruyne, 


pet as J fynde this pꝛoud kyng Xerrſes 
Had on his party Thempdoꝛa, the quene 
Of Halcarnois which put her lelf in pꝛees 
Armed in plates that h one ful bꝛight chene. 
Ind thenarme of Berxſes to ſuſtene, 

This woman faught lyke a fell wolueſſe, 
And many a greke that day che did oppzeſle, 


Jt was a ſtraunge meruaple foꝛ to here: 

To ſe a woman ſo ſturdyof vyſage, 

Pet men expert all day may ſe and lere, 
They be by nature ful cruell of cozage, 

Ind no cowardes found of their langage: 
Set at aſſay and than it hall be ſene 

Wher they be ferfull their quarell to luſtene. 


They mai of mekenes Chew a kapze pꝛetence, 
Some ſerpent is ok colour (ylaer chene: 

And ſome ftoures ful frech of apparence 
Growe on thyſtels rough, charp, and kene. 
And ſome that ben angelyke to lene, 

And very heuenly with their golden treſſes, 
Ben at a pꝛełe verye lyoneſſeg, 


To lay the lothe a pooze man may be chent, 
J dare no moꝛe ſpeke of this matere, 

But kyng Xerxles foz all his pꝛoud entent, 
All his nauy and his people yfere 

Were put to flight, # outraied of the ir chere: 
Their chyppes dzowned amonge the waues 
That none abode ok al that multitude. crude 


Kyng Xerrſes hurt and wounded moꝛtallp, 
Unnethes he might the great payne endure, 
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Dis quakyng hert quit him ſo cowardly: 
On lee and lande ſuche was his auenture, 
And yet agapne his damages to recure, 
The hundꝛed. M. of teyghters hee gan call, 
Upon grekes of newe toz to fall. 


A mighty Duke called Mardonpus, 

Das captayne made his people toz to lede, 
But Themiſltocles(min aucto2 telleth thug) 
Knowtng of Xerxſes the cowardnes x dzede, 
A lettre made foz to be lent in dede; 
Enfourming him by grekes greate outrage, 
How of his bzidge was bzoken the paſſage, 


Df which maruayle when ther came tidinge 
To king Xerxles,he after anon ryght 

As he that was aferde of ech thynge, 

Full lyke a cowarde tooke him to the flyght; 
Fled in a bote lyke a coward knyght, 

Ok al his people there were no moze plepne, 
To awapte vpon him laue a chamberleyne, 


All his people departed here and ponder 
Standyng in miſchefe a great indygence, 
To many a coaſt they wet and rode a ſonder, 
Pyned with hunger, lacked their diſpence; 
Puniched alſo wyth vnware peſtplence, 
Feble of trauaple, myght not endure 

Fo: impotence to carpe their armure, 


Alas eche way lay ful of carapnes, 

The loyle with blode ſtayned, and the grene, 
The apꝛe terrible of pathes and of platnes, 
That no man might it endure noꝛ ſuſtene, 
The lauour was ſo odyous and vnclene: 
Rauenous foules ful homely in their light, 
Them ſelfe to fede vpon the coꝛſe alyght. 


Thze hundzed. M. of Perciens were ſlayne, 
Which Mardonpus afoze full pzoudlylad, 
Ok which tiding king Xerrſes was not fayn, 
But foꝛ diſtreſſe and ſoꝛow gan to mad: 
And one the laſt miſchefe that he had 

Was whan Thimon, a noble grekich knight, 
Xerxes diſcomfited,and put his men to flight 


This Thymon was ſonne to Melciades, 

is father whilom of Athenes kyng, 

hich laſt of all outrayed hath Lerxleg, 

Saue of his ende there fyll another thyng: 

Frtabanus fullſleyghty of werkyng 

Which to Terxles was not ſuſpect in dede, 

Compaſled his dethe, in Bochas as J Thes 
y 
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This Artaban was pꝛoueſt of hys houſe, 
Ind an officer moſt eſpecyallt 

With his leuen ſonnes, ſtrong, and dilpitous, 
Upon a nyght furyous and farall, 

Fyll vpon Xerx(es in his palayes royal: 

And in his ſtoꝛy as it is remembzed, 

On pieces [mall they haue him dilmembzed; 


This was of Lerxſes the laſt fynal mede, 
Ok his high pꝛide the funerall guerdon: 

Fro his two kingdomes of Perce and Mede 
Froward foztune hath hym plucked doun; 
What may auayle the dominacion 

Of ſuch pꝛintes as hold them ſelfe euyn 

Foz to be egall with goddes hyghe in heupne 


Men liſt not know ſuch chaũges foꝛ no pzefe, 
And namely pꝛinces in their puiſſaunces, 
Againſt erthly parels# all woꝛldiye miſchefe 
(They can pꝛouyde theim , a ſet oꝛdynaunces, 
As they that dꝛede foꝛtunes baryaunces: 
But to God ward they take ful lytel hede, 
Fo: the great riches which they do poſſede, 


Tf they may heare of an erthe quane 

Tofoze tt fall,oz any token (e, | 
Than wyl they go anon them ſelf to ſaue 
Out of their houles, ⁊ from the townes lle 
To put their life the moze in ſuerte, 

Leſt their building made of ſo great coſtage, 
Fyll vpon them in that moztall rage, 


Oz if an hozſe tonne oute of his ſtable, 
Bꝛebe his colere, thicke, double, and longe, 
Men wyl oꝛdayne a locke of yꝛon able 

To kepe hym in, be he neuer lo ſtronge: 
Ind thus men tan redꝛeſſe euery wzonge 
Touching the body by great aupſenelle, 
Saue foz the ſoule they wyl nothing redꝛes. 


Whan a ryuer paſſeth ferre his boundes, 
Boyleth vpward, fyndeth ns reſiſtence, 
Wynnethland, and ouerfloweth groundes, 
Dꝛowneth townes with his vyolence, 

Pet men wyl trauayle to fynde a defence 
To turne her cours ſom way (hal be ſought, 
But toward god me thike lytell oz nought, 


Agaynlt lickenes men leke medicines, 
Letwaries, and dyuers pocions, 
Serche in phyſike ſondzy diſciplynes; 
Them to dpete in their tranſgreſſions, 
Reſtozatyues,and eke confeccions, 
But vnto Godtwaͤrd in this pzeſent lpfe, 


tat. lx⁊ vit. 
Men not trauaple foz no confoztatyfe; 


Men their bodies wyl put in diſtreſſe 
Ok kalle deſyze,and touetous feruence, 
Only tacroche and wyn great ryches, 
Sukfkre colde,labour,and vyolence, 

Ind nother ſpare foz gold, noꝛ foz dylpence, 
To vaderfonge perplles, of vayngloꝛp 
Only toz thynges that ben tranlitozy, 


They paſſe mountains, # many hidous roch, 
In hope it Guld to their entent auapie, 

To many moztal monſtre they appꝛoche, 
And many vncouth ſea they layle, 

Jeopart their lyfe in warre and in batayle, 
By many a daunger,# mani ſtreyt they ride; 
Foz wozldly treaſoz which wyl not abide; 


But toward goodes that ben perdurable, 
Full lytle oꝛ nought their hertes they encline: 
Noz to the heuenly company moſt notable, 
They wpl not lyft vp nother heed ne eyne, 
Toward the ſpheres of Phebus and Lucine, 
Caſtyng their ſtremes to vs from ferre, 
Which to conſidze all woꝛldly men done erre. 


What myght auaple the great couetyle 

Ok kyng Kerxles, in his eſtate royal: 

Ol the gret people which ye haue herd deuile 
Ten hundꝛed. M. the people was nat (mall, 
But fo all that he had an hydous fal, 

IWhan that he was (as tofoze is tremembzed) 
On pieces ſmale pitcoully dilmembzed, 


t+Lenuoye; 


Dis tragedi put vs in remembꝛaũce 
Ok ö vnliker flateryng a blyndnelle 
Both ok koztune; and of her variaũce, 
And of her vgly froward doublenes, 
In Berxſes ſhewed foꝛ all his ryches: 
To vs declaring plainly in figure, 
A raupnous pzince map no whyle endure. 


Ky1g verrles had vnder his obeyſaunce 

Al Perce and Medelthe ſtozi bereth witnes) 
Thought all erthe to lytell in ſubſtaunce 

To ſtaunche the etybe of his gredyneſſe: 

A fret ot hauing put him in ſuch diſtreſſe, 
Whole fyne declared by recoꝛde of ſcripture, 
I rauinous pꝛince may no whyle endure, 


He made alſo an odious ozdynaunce, 
Of ſurquedy his 2 to dzeſſe, 


An. 


To robbe the gods, maugre their puilaunce, 
And ſpoyle the temples, of their krowardnes 
Take their treaſozs agaynall rightwilnes: 
Butthey him chewed, ol lodapne auenture, 
I rauinous pꝛince may no whyle endure, 


Great Appollo toke on his men vengeaunce, 
With vnware tempeſt foz al their (turdines, 
Lenin ⁊ thunder bꝛought them to milchalice:; 
Guerdon moſt able agayn the fallnes 

In pꝛinces hertes, ape playnly to expzes 
Who by raupne riches wyl recure, 

God wyl nat (uffre him longe to endure. 


Noble pꝛintes ſtable in pour conſtaunce, 
pe that deſyꝛe to ſtand in ſpkernes, 
Remembze oft vpon the fatal chaunce 

Ol pꝛoud Xerxſes, and his curlednes, 
Pour life diſpoſing in your hygh noble 8: 
Ik that ye lyſt your ſtates to aſſure, 
Eſchue raupne, and ye (hal long endure. 


The.ri.Chapter. 


CHow Artabanus murdzed king Xerr- 
ſes, and howe hym lelfe 
was murd2ed after, 


Ext thele tragedies weping a dolerous 
N Whyle Bochas ſtint # wold haue be in 
A knight appered called Artabanus, (pees, 
awhyche had afozne murdzed king Xerrſes, 
And gan his complaynt foꝛ to put in pꝛees: 

Full concludyng,to ſpeke in woꝛdes playne, 
Who vieth murdze by murdze (hal be llapne. 


This Artabanus by recoꝛd of waiting, 

With Lerxles pꝛouoſt whylom as J rede, 
Falſiy conſpyꝛed by ſleight of his wozkynge, 
Foz to be kynge bothe of Perce and Mede: 
Hauing ſeuen (onnes which that wer in dede 
Wozthy knyghtes, manly, and right ſtronge, 
Albe their father was let to do great wong. 


Foz he pzeſumed by bſurpacion, 

Jn Perce and Mede to quench þ clere lyght: 
And trouble the lyne of iuſt ſucceſſion. 

Foz ſo as he of fozce,and nat of ryght 
Nothyngreſemblyng to a trewe knight, 
The murdꝛe of Xerxſes falſly did oꝛdapne, 
Right ſo he caſt tomurdze his lonnes twain, 


And to conclude playnly, and not tarye, 
This ſapd kyng that called was Xerx(es, 
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Had two ſonnes, the pongeſt called Dary, 

Ind that other colled Artaxerxſes: 

which as the ſtoꝛy reherceth,doutles 

Were by dilcent bozne to luccede 

After their father, to reign in Perce # Mede. 
(know 

The murd2e of Xerrſes outward was vn⸗ 

Noz how Artabanus had þ treſon wzought, 

Tyl afterwarde within a lytel thzowe, 

He had of ne we fozged out and ſought 

Fals odious trains, that wer neuer thought, 

Told Artaxerſes as he gan with him rown, 

Howe Dary caſt to occupp the croun. 


And how the dethe of Kerxles was oꝛdained 
Only by Darp, and by none other wight. 
wher vpon, which ought be complapned, 
Artaxerxſes pꝛouided anon right 

The (laughter of Dary, ſo agapn all ryght 
This younge bꝛother in his innocence, 
Was falſly ſlaine and did none offence, 


pe wote by whom this treſon was compaſſed, 
Twene bzethern twain to make diuiſion, 
The yonger flayne and nothyng treſpaſed, 
Moſte redy way to the diſtruccion 

Ok Artaxerxles,foz in concluſpon, 

Whan the bꝛetherne murdꝛed were in dede, 
Artabanus thought to ſuccede. 


But Artarerrſes by playne inſtruccion 

Ok one that was called Baccarus, 

By tokens knewe the couert falſe treaſon 
Ok this afozeſayd double Frtabanus: 

And how? that he by traynes outragyous, 
Had Xerxlſes ſlayne(as ye haue herd tofozne) 
And Dary appeched, wherby he was lozne, 


But this vncouth tratige treaſon w2ought 
Whan Artarerrſes had knowlegpng, 

By great aduile wayes hehath ſought, 
Artabanus to bzpng vnto retzenynge: 

But ſpecpally he dꝛed him of one thyng, 

He feble was to bzyng this thing about, 
Ok hys leuen lonnes he had lo great doute, 


But foꝛ to accomplythe fully his entente 
Ful ſecretly this was his oꝛdynaunce, 

To al the wozthy he hah his letters ſent 
Dwellyng in Perce , vnder his obeyſaunce, 
Without excule 02 lenger attendaunce 
Armed echone, and in eſpecyall 

To come in haſte, vnto his courte ropall. 


Caule 


Cauſe oftheir coming was to them not know 


The kynges purpoſe was holden ſecre, 
Ind kept lo cloſe both from hye and lowe, 
That to his meanyng no man was pꝛiue: 
Except the kyng ſayd he woulde ſe 

What number of men; if it come to nede, 
In his defence he myght gather and lede. 


Ind among other came Artabanus 

Unto the court, and liſt not foꝛ to fayle, 

I man that was cruell and couragious, 
Full offleyghtes in all his gouernaple, 
Whiche thilke tyme armed was in maple, 
Fo: he with him none other armure lad, 
Saue on his backe an haburion he had, 


Than Artaxerſes beyng in his ſtrength, 

To him abzayed of falſe affection, 

Foz that my maple wanteth of his length, 

7] woulde with the chaunge myne haburion: 
The tother hauyng none euyll ſuſpection, 
Ungyzt him ſelfe would no lenger abide, 
Bothe lwoꝛde a dagger caſt the farre aſide, 


Ind while that he thzew of his haburion 
Ind with the mayle topped was his light, 
He being naked, foꝛ ſhoꝛt concluſion 

The king out pulleth a lwoꝛde kene & bꝛyght 
Ind thꝛough the hert he roue him anon right; 
And after that of indignacion, 

Toke his ſeuen ſonnes,# caſt them in pꝛylon. 


Ok their ende what choulde J mozeendite, 
Noꝛ of their death make digreſſion: 

God may his vengeaunce a while reſpite, 
But murder wyll out # all ſuche treaſon; 
Ind foꝛ Artabanus hada condicion 

Falſely to murdercas ye tofoꝛe haue ſeyne) 
w vnware murder guerdoned was agepne. 


Thus euer murder requireth foz his wages, 
Slaunder impoztable odyous to heare, 

J woꝛde diffamous moſt foule in all ligages 
The ſounde hozrible by repoꝛt to appeare, 
Aclips during whoſe darknes may not cleare 
Foꝛ this woꝛde murder moſt vgly a vnfayze 
By arehearſyng infecteth all the ayꝛe. 


¶ The.rii. Chapter. 


CHow duke Palantes # Spartenoys war⸗ 
red theim of Miſſene foz raui⸗ 
chyng their maydens, 


of John Bochas 


Leaf xxir. 


A I ter the death and fatall caas, 

Ind piteous murder of Artabanus, 
Next in oꝛder appeared to Bochas 

A mighty duke called Palantus, : 
Sonne ofa knyght named Arathus, 
Which was exiled, though he no treaſon ment 
Out ok his citye that called was Tarent. 


Upon his exyle he ſoꝛe gan complayne, 
Belechyng Bochas to get him a ſpace 
Within his boke to wzite his arcuoug payne, 
Albe though he whilom ſtode in grace, 

By glad alpectes of foꝛtunes face: 

Foz che him rayſed by fauour ok her might, 
To dukes eſtate from a poze knyght. 


But cereouſly this matter to conuep, 

How he was made duke and gouernour, 
Whan Sparteyns gan moꝛtally warrey 
Againſt Miſſenes, as layth mine auctour, 
With great coſtage and diligent labour, 
And caule was this, foꝛ they w mighty hand 
Rauiched by foꝛce all maydens of the lande. 


Foz this people now named Spartenois, 
As the ſtoꝛy clerely can deuiſe, 

Were called afoze Lacedemonots, 

In armes pꝛoued manly and ryght wiſe: 
And while they did a ſolemne ſacrifiſe 
Unto their goddes, the people of Meſſeny. 
Rauiched their maydens oz they it did elpy. 


On whiche wꝛonge foz to do vengeaunce, 
The Spartenois caught indignacion, 

Ind of aſſent with all their whole puillauuce, 
They laped a ſiege rounde about the toun: 
And ok one wyll and one affection 

They made a vowe ß ſiege when they begon, 
Neuer to depart tyll the tovone were won, 


'Afoze the towne fully ten pere they lay, 


And fro the liege as they had made their othe, 
(They not departed neyther night noꝛ day, 
But ſtyll abode and not a ſunder gothe: 
Therof their wiues at home were wꝛothe, 
To their huſbandes a meſſengere they ſent, 
Under theſe woꝛdes, declaryng their entent. 


Sayd it was not accozdyng with reaſon 

They like widowes to liue diſconſolate, 

Without comfort oꝛ conſolation, 

Farre fro their huſbandes to ſtande delolate, 

Miſcheues cõlidꝛed that fal in eche eſtate, 

By long abſence( which eche man hold dzede) 
O. iii. Thzough 


Thugh diuers ſicknes b kal in womanhede. 


The tyde abydeth nat foz no maner man, 
No! ſtynt her courſe toz no creature: 

And harde it is as we reherce can, 

Tyynge to withſtand that cometh of nature: 
Harme done by kynde is froward torecure, 
And there is founde full lytell ſpkernes, 
Where as nature affozceth bꝛotylneſſe. 


This lytell (onde ought ynough ſuffyſe, 

To declare domage that may fall 

By longe abſence,tolkes that ben wite | 
Somtune departed agayn men may nat cal. 
That ſeldome is ſene in loue doth appall, 
Ind nothing maketh moze wpues erte 
Than dilceueraũce of folke that be in werre, 


This was theffect plainly inſubſtaunce, 
Sent to their huſbandes which at ß lege lat, 
Complayning they had had no plelaunce 
Space of ten pere, as in loues play: 

But de ſolate, in ſoꝛowe, and great affrap, 
Their lyle they lad , affyzmyng in lentence, 
Caule ot their coſtraic, was their log ablece. 


Ind whan the letters were at the liege rad 
Tofoꝛe the cytie in all their moꝛtal ſtrpues, 
They were aſtonied and gan to ware lad, 
And very wery almoſt of their lyues, 

Foz to conlidꝛe the complaint of their wines: 
Tyl their captayne a remedy out ſought, 

By whole counlayl euen thus they wought. 


Firſt old knightes that the ſiege ſwoꝛne 

Jt foz to accomplich, and caſt them to be true 
His counſayl was as they had hight befozn 
To hold their pzomile,x therfo2 nothing rue: 
But yonge knightes that were come of new, 
Mygyht as they lyſt fcely at their wyll 

Chole whether they wold go oz byde ſtpll. 


Ind herupon foꝛ their moſt auaple (braũte 
In haſte their captayne as made is remem⸗ 
Ok high pꝛudence gaue them this counſaile, 
That knyghtes old, lych their aſſuraunce, 
Shuld of the liege haue the gouernaunce: 
And pong knightes moſt freſh # welbeſepne, 
Shuld from the liege home be lent agepne. 


(They made among the a ſtraũge ozdinaunce, 
At their home comyng, without difference 
To enterchaũge their wyues foꝛ plelaunce: 
And take her firſt that came to his pꝛeſence, 


The thirde boke 


This was thaccozde among them in lentẽct, 
Moſte redy way to their opinion 
To engendzute and pꝛocreacion. 


There was amonge the quarel nother ſtryte 
In this mater, noz ns baryaunce, 

Foz eueryman miſuſed others wyte, 

To their de(yzes as was to them plealaunce: 
And thus childzen thꝛugh this ozdynaunce 
That were engendꝛed, the cale is thus befal, 
Parthenois men did them after cal. 


Which in our tong to ſpeke in woꝛds plain, 
After the greke who lyſt conlydze and ſe, 
Is no moꝛe playnly foz to ſayne, 

Than thilk chyldzen which engendꝛed be 

In auoutry: whertoze in that countre 
Parthenots of cuſtome they were named, 
Bone of wombes which that were diffamey 


The falſe occaſion of thys auoutry 

Cauſed after great miſchefe and domage; 
That no man coude as foz his partye, 

By lucteſſion whan he tame to age, 

By tytle of right clayme his herytage: 

Fo: where a lyne falſly dothe pzoccde, 
Hard is to know by right who al ſuccede. 


The diſturbaunce of falſe ſucceſſion, 

And tytels claimed affoꝛced w great inyght, 
Where that auoutry hath dompnacion 
Ind is ſuppoꝛted of wyl and not ofryght, 
And claym of trouth hath loſt his clere light: 
Though their parties mightt be and ſtrong, 
God wyll nat ſuffre they (hall endure longe, 


Ind Parthenois payſing all theſe thynges 
Howe falſe aſſuraunce was in their lynage, 
The gentle bloud troubled firſt of kynges, 
Foꝛ no man knew of high noz lowe parage 
His owne father, by ipkelyneſle of bylage: 
Noz father none by his great erroure, 
Coude peue no tytle to his lucceffour, 


Whervpon folowed a great miſchaunce, 
Hateful to heare,thzough the countre: 

Eche man troubled in his countenaunce 
Who chulde clayme by any lyberte 

To entre his lande, oz to ſtande fre: 

Such doute they had eche man fo his party, 
So impoꝛtable was their auoutry. 


This great miſchete, who ſo taketh hede, 
By longe pꝛoces made the to know * 4 
0 


How they were able, as by likelihede, 

Foz their outrages to fall in pouertie: 

And of aſſent they caſt them foꝛ to flie 1 
Under a captain by ſtrong and mighty hand 
Foz that countrey to wyn ſome other lande. 


And as J rede, they chaſe duke Palantus 
Of whom J lpake,to gouerne the paſſage, 
Takyng no leaue the ſtoꝛpe telleth thus: 
At their departyng begynnyng their vpage, 
They were lo contuſe ot chere and of vylage, 
Foz there was none of that great route, 

To chole his father but phe ſtode in dout. 


(They helde them lelues very aſhamed, 

And foz chame out of the lande they went, 
Like people diſclaundered and diffamed, 
Though the auoutry to which they did aſſet: 
Ind to acitye that called was Tarent, 
Which ſtant in Poile a mighty ſtronge coũtry 
This duke Palantus came with his meyny, 


And there he put thzough his great myght, 
The citizyns out of that citye, 

Ind gate Tarent full lyke a manly knyght, 
And there abode in long pꝛolperitie, 

As gouernour and duke of that countrey, 
Tyll that his people by falſe colluſion, 

Him to depꝛiue (ought out occaſion, 


They him exiled whan he was fall in age, 
Lo what it is in commons to aſſure, 
Sto2my of hart,vnſure of their courage, 
That ſelde oꝛ neuer their frendchyp dothe en⸗ 
Men map to day their fauour recure, (dure: 
And to moꝛo wo let ſet it at a pꝛefe) 

They ratheſt hinder whã men be at miſchefe, 


The. xiiii. Chapter. 


Ok Ceſon Quincius exiled, and 
er taken p2y- 
oner, 


12 no moꝛe rehearte of Palantes 

Duke and leader of Parthenots, 

But J wyll tell how Ceſon Quincius 
Came befozeBochas w a full piteous voyce, 
His tale gan how Graccus pzince of Equois, 
Bothe at ones gan their ſonge entune, 

Moſt dolefully to plane on foztune, 


This myghty pꝛynte Ceſon Quincius 
Complapned firſt as made is mencion, 


of John Bothas 


Leaf.lrtr; 


How they of Rome wer contrarious 

And felly wzought to his deſtruction, 

Ind full vniuſtiy baniſhed him the toun: 
And notwithſtandyng he was a dictatour, 
Him to cõtounde they did their buſy laboure. 


Cauſe ofhis exy le tompaſſed as J rede, 
That he was ſlowe they layd and negligent; 
Him to defende, touchyng appeale in dede 
Which again him was bꝛought of falle entet: 
Pet Cyncinatus his father, by aſſent 

Payde foz amendes as ſayth cronyclers; 
Met out ok lande dꝛaught of thze arblaſters; 


Pet his enemies would not be content; 

But pꝛocede that he was exiled, 

Did extoꝛeion of his iudgement, 

As in his ſtoꝛy full playnly is comppled: 

He after neuer myght be reconcyled, 

Whiche J haue pitye to put in remembꝛaũce, 
So litle ollẽce ſhould haue ſo great vẽgeaũce 


Graccus of Rome called Cloellus 
zince of Equois mine auctour ſaithþ lame, 
as in his time notable and glozious, 
Ind a great duke full renoumed of fame: 
But how ß people of Equois toke their name 
Under luppoꝛt that no man haue diſdayne., 
J will the pꝛoceſſe here declare in certaine. 


ohn Bochas ſayth there is a nacion 

hiche that firſt were called Hunoyg, 
And ſecondly alſo by ſucceſſion 
Ol full long tyme named Fnathois: 
Ind alderlaſt men called them Equois, 
Like as J trow (mine auctoꝛ ſaith theſame) 
Ok hozle molt lwykt, they toke firſt the name. 


And as it is remembꝛed in ſentence, 

By their manhode,and famous hardines 
Agayne Alexander they made ſtrong defence 
On hoꝛlbacke thzough their great ſwiftnes: 
Beſpde the hyli(playnly to expzeſſe) 

Wyiche in cronicles is called Caucaſus, 
(Thys people of Equois were vyctoꝛpous. 


To theyꝛ nobles playnly as J fynde, 
Nothyng in earth was moꝛe expedient 
In their coqueſt of Ethiope and Inde, 
As hoꝛſe moſt ſwyft, ſeruyng their entente: 
Therby conqueryng all the Ozyent, 

Do great pꝛowes was in theit paſſage, 
That Equois bzonght all Egypt to — 


Thus where euer Equois did abyde, 

They gate great good to their poſſeſſion: 
And Graccus was their gouernour and gide 
Wyiche by his ſtreugth and falſe ſuggeſtion, 
Againe the Komayns fyll in great rebeliton, 
But to wſtand him they lent out anonryght, 
Cincinatus pꝛoued a full good knyght, 


He was well truſted and knowe in the toun, 
And fox his pzudence cholen a Dictatour, 
Dis lyuelode (mall and his poſſeſſion, 

Ilbe he was a wozthy warriour: (bour, 
Vhiche hath vainquiched by his knyghtly la⸗ 
The laid Graccus, foꝛ all his wozthy power, 
Ind home to Rome bzought him pzyſoner, 


Cyncinatus in his chare was let, 

Calleo Quincius foz this great victo2y, 

And moſt ſolemnely wyth Senatours met, 
Which paue to hin foz to encreace his glozy, 
Laude oftrpumphe, to put him in memoꝛp: 
Ind Graccus after foꝛ his rebellion, 

With chaynes bounde, caſt in darke pꝛylon. 


Ind there he dyed in full great miſchefe, 
Ikter his conqueſtes, firſt famous + notable, 
In euidence to vs and a great prefe 

How foztune is ape falſe and vnſtable, 

Ener double, frowarde, and decepuable, 

The fall of Graccus declare gan full wele, 
That whylom late (o hygh vpon her whele. 


¶ The. xiiii. Chapter, 


C Here Bochas rehearſeth the tyzanny 
of Ipyus, and falſenes of 
iudges. 


Mo ſtandynge Bochas befoze hath 
tolde, 

Of A pius the falſenes impoꝛtable, 
Andhis outrages # (urfetes many folde, 
Toberemembzed hatefull and repzeuable, 
Pet as hym thought it was here couenable, 
To moze rebuke and ſpottyng ofhis name 


New to rehearle his llaunder and defame, 


The great offences of this Apiug, 

And oppꝛeſſion that he vpon him toke, 
Made hym grow lo inly couetous, 
Thꝛough his raupne þ all the people quoke: 
As ye map le in the ſeconde boke, 

Where myne auctour doth clerely ſpecify 
His traude in domes, and his lechery. 


The thirde boke 


Eke thys tyꝛant remembzed ye may rede, 
Chieferudge he was with other officers, 
Called decemvir,# thzough his pꝛyde in dede 
Agayn the cuſtome of theim þ were his feres, 
He made be bozne ſtanderdes and baneres, 
Jn otherwyſe,ofhygh pzeſumption, 

Then vled were befozne in Rome toun, 


Thele judges had a cuſtome and manere 
Like their eſtates, in theyz gouernaunce, 
Eche after him to haue bozne a bannere, 
Where they went, ſuche was thetr oꝛdinaũte 
By twelue ſergeaũtes numbzed in lubſtaũce: 
But Apius of pꝛyde and great outrage, 
Pchaunged haty that cuſtome and blage. 


He fyꝛſt oꝛdeyned eche Gould in his place 
Df Detem vir, haue a banner bozne 

In their walkyng the people to manace, 
An hundꝛed men of armes them befozne, 
And twenty ouer(by a ſtatute lwoꝛne) 
Vherby the citye bare great coſte in dede, 
And all the people were put in feare # dꝛede. 


To le the largeaũtes walke in plate # mayle 
They thought it was a maueplous wozking 
Judges to go wyth ſuche apparayle 

Ju their pꝛoceadyng as eche had ben a kyng: 
And whole the entent of Apius menyng 
Was that he chould of power and myght, 
Do what hym lyſt were it w2onge oz ryght, 


Theryghtfull punyche, and the gylty ſpare, 
Fauour wꝛonge foz bzybes and foz mede, 
(The people oppzeſſed ſtode in ſoꝛow and care, 
Founde no ſuccoure to helpe the at their nede: 
Lawe was there none, foꝛ realſõ lay by dzede, 
Wyli was iudge, and pleaſaunce equitie, 
And thus by maiſtty was gouerned the citye, 


Ind as it is remembꝛed by Bochas, 

Apius was lecherous of nature, 

And caught a quarel as ye haue herd the caas 
Agaynſt Uirginia, a mayde clene and pure: 
Ind foz he ould nothyng in herrecure 
Touchyng his luſt, her father in that ſtryfe 
With a charpe ſwozde made her lole her lyfe. 


And fo2 thys <4 by falſe rybaudꝛy 
Cauſed her death by haſty vyolence, 

And foz heQould her beauty not maiſtry 
Diyng a mayde in her chaſte innocence, 
Thertoze he was demed in ſentence 

As is tofoze made cleare mencion, Fo; 


of John Bochas 


Foꝛ to be chayned and dye in pꝛyſon. 


Eke Detem vir loſt their power, 

And neuer in Nome after bare no name, 
Noz of that ſect was made none officer: 

And among all Xptus bare the blame, 
Whole cryme rebotideth to his eternal tame 
As ye haue heard, who that can diſcerre, 
And tha Tribunes were chole ioz to gouerne. 


And in Bochas like as it is found, 

The ſayd iudges in miſcheke did fyne, 
While Apius lay in pꝛyſon bounde 

Exiled were all that other nyne, 

The good, the treaſure of them # their lyne, 
Acheted was foꝛ Gozt concluſion, 

To comon p2ofite and encreaſe of the towne, 


CLenuoy, 


T His little tragedy dothe choꝛtly deuyſe 
hat miſchete foloweth foz the great vn⸗ 
Uſcd in indges, in many ſundꝛy wiſe: (right 
Jo whan fauour blinded hath their lyght, 
And innocente is bozne downe wyth myght, 
In hys quareli pouerte may not pꝛocede, 
Bicaule that trouth oppꝛeſſed is with mede. 


A judge ould of equitie deſpyſe 

To take gyftes of any maner wy'ght, 

And ready be all w2onges to chattice, 

From all gyttes turne away his ſyght, 

His hondes cloſe,his cares ſtoppe aryght, 
And be aye ware foꝛ frendchyp, hate # dꝛede, 
That trouth be not oppꝛeſſed wyth mede, 


The noble doctryne and vertuous empꝛile 
Ok philoſophers that had ſo great inſyght, 
Was to thele iudges 5 pzudent were & wiſe 
Foz frende o2 foe their domes be ſo dyght 

Ok ryghtwilenes that the ſunne bꝛyght 
Eclypſed neuer.leſt men foꝛ their falſehede, 
Repozt the right was put abacke foz mede, 


Noble pꝛynces ſuppoztours of iuſtile, 
Called lode ſtarres to yeue the people lyght, 
On Apius let iudges not pzactiſe, | 
Let trouthes lipe be clere both day # nyght, 

Pour office payſed that longeth to a knyght, 
Yold vp the balaũte of dome in your mihede, 
That law in iudges be not cozrupt with mede 


as agaynſt the v | 
6 


1 


Teak. Ixxxt. 


J Upng vpon the death of Apius, 
— — hys rebukes foz hrs greate ou- 
rage, 

Bochas by wzityng wert ſomwhat yzous, 
Againe iudges falſe, a thought in his coꝛage, 
They chould be lad and demure of age, 

And their lyfe by vertue choulde dꝛawe 

To kepe the pꝛeceptes # ſtatutes of the lawe. 


They ought of reaſon them ſelfe to habyle 
To haue ſcience of phyloſophy, 

And know theyzrextes of canon and ciuple, 
And therupon their wittes whole to apply; 
Foz cui nyng iudges by pꝛudent policy 
Caule oꝛdinaunces in la we compzchended, 
Thꝛough right tul doom gretly to be comeded 


Juſtice of lawe dothe realmes enlumine, 
Sultetneth trouth,ſuppoztcth innocence, 
Df raupnours boweth down the chyne, 
Punytheth robbers foz their great offence: 
Sluggy truauntes foz they2negligence, 
And fayned beggers that greatly diſauaple, 
Conſtrayneth them to labour and trauaple. 


Founders of lawe by antiquitie, 

Cauſed in landes was ſuftred none erroure, 
Ind made ok pꝛynces the ropall mageſtie 

To Myne in woꝛchyp, by diligent labour: 
LOzeſted courages of many conquerour, 
That their tryũphes no further chuld attaine 
Than lawe of god and nature dyd oꝛdaine. 


YOyll was that tyme vnder ſubiection 

Ob ryghtwilnes,by trouth full wel cõceiued: 
Senlualitye was ſeruaunt to realon, 

Ind fro ward luſt was vnder locke pkeped, 
Sentence of tatutes was not dilobeyed: 
The ryche did ryght through euer lande, 
Poꝛe folke lyued by labour of their hande, 


Lo2dGyp ß tyme anoyded mayntcnaunce, 
Holy churche lyued in perfitneſſe, ; 
Knighthode tho dayes foz trouth whette his 
Ind falſe extoꝛcion had none entreſſe, (latice 
Marchaũtes winning came al of rightwiſnes 
Irtificers the wozke day were not pdell, 
And bulines of labour helde the bꝛydell. 


Women that age farced were noz hozned, 

No they2 tayles were not ſerpentyne, 

Wiſe men of foly,noz clarkes wer not ſcoꝛned 

Whypche in ſcyence moſt freſhelp-dyd chyne, 

Lawe dicherited none heyzes from they; * 
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Leſyngmongers found 5 time no locours 
——— were made thã no cofeſlours. 


This golden wozld flouryng in bertue, 
Boꝛne vp by loue, grounded on ſtablenes, 
Ot auoutty ſpzange out none iſſue: : 
Pzices W doctrine eſtabliſhed their nobles, 
Pꝛeeſthod in pzater,knighthod in wozthines 
Ech thing by law ſtode vnder gouernaunce, 
Marchaũts by meſure # iuſt peis of balaũce. 


Firſt Phozoneus by dyligent laboure 

Fonde out lawes, 5 kyng was of Irgpues, 
The grekes ſtudy he gilt w great honoure, 
This politick pzice auoided thefrom ſtriues, 
His ſtatutes kept duryng all their lyues, 
Found firſt the maner (Bochas doth deuyle) 
Howe to Jupyter was made ſacrifyſe, 


Eke mighty Minos whilom kinge of Crete, 
Oꝛdapned lawes agayne tranſgreſſions, 
To feare by rygour toles that were vnmete, 
And ſtaunche of lurketes all occaſyons, 
Made foꝛ robbers mightye ſtronge pꝛiſons: 
And Dedalus his chefe artiftcere, 
Made labozinthes by diligence entere, 


And Mercurie bozne by the ſtode of Nyle 
A's wꝛiteth Lactance, was of Egipt kynge, 
Unto marchauntes dyd lawe firſte compple 
Ok weight and meſure, to ble in chaffaryng: 
And foz his wildome and excellent connyng, 
Of oide poetes that whilom were lo wyle, 
He called was God ok marchaundple. 


Solon alſo the beſt lawes made 

As Ualery wꝛiteth, him (elf to magnify: 
Athenienles therof were full glad 

His great wyſdome whan they did eſpy, 
Thep fonde therin ſo muche policy, 

And euer he was redy foz todebate | 
Agayne ty2auntes , ſo ſozehedyd them hate, 


Kyng Lygurgus yet whilom dyd his ture 
Tomakelawes to comon auauntage, 

Ind that they huld perpetually endure 

He made his people be ſwozne of euery age, 
While that he went out on pilgrimage 
Fro point to point to kepe them in certaine, 
Untotime that he came home agayne, 


And fox his lawes wer of great lubſtaunce, 
And pꝛofitable to euery comonte, 
He chaſe to liue in exile and penaunte, 


The thirde boke 


Neuer to reſoꝛt againe to his cite: 

That his ſtatutes by eternite 

Shuld nat be bzoke,as pe haue herd tofoꝛne, 
By the cõuencion to which they were (wozn, 


To comon pꝛofite had he luch tenderneſſe, 
That he foꝛ ſoke his kingdome and kinrede 
To liue in exile, his ſtoꝛy beareth witnes: 
But oꝛ he dyed,as he lay bedzede, 

He bad his bones huld be caſt in lede 

Amid the lee, er out from the ſtrande, 

That his ſtatutes might in their ſtregth tad, 


He eſchued eueryche occaſyon 

As a thyng hatefull, which was not fayze, 
That his toʒſayd royall mighty toun 
Shuld bꝛeke their oth, becauſe oł his repair: 
But touching that he put them in dilpayze, 
Caſt him neuer reſozt in their dayes 

Leſt they wold bꝛeke the letẽce of his la weg. 


The. x b. chapter. 
& 
Here Bochas maketh an erclamacion of 


the extoꝛcion of the officers 
of Rome, 


Ohn Bochas here maketh a digreſſis, 
And byrebuking caſt him to aſſayle 

# Thylke officers þ wer in Rome toun, 
Which by extoꝛcion oppꝛeſſed the pozayle, 
And agayne iudges alſo of Itaple, i 
Ind namelp them that foz lucre oz mede 
Set trouth aſyde and toke of it none hede, 


He maketh agayne them an erclamacion, 
Sucy as to vertue were contrarious: 
And vndercolour and occaſyon 

Df their offyce lyſt to be lecherons, 

Like condicioned vnto Ipius, 

Ind fynally as it was after ſene, 

Falle in their domes,# of their life bnclene. 


O(quod Bochas) O trouth, o thou iuſtiſe, 
Whych in your nobles whilom dyd excel, 
Where in ellect is now your exercyſe, 

wher is your wonning alas wher do yedwel, 
Of pour pzactike ful few men can tel, 

So ker put backe is nowe your diſciplyne, 
Pour kyn expled, and pour noble lyne. 


Aduocates that nowe done occuppe 

Pour olde ſees. and places full ropall, 

All to falchede their wyttes they «pple, 00 
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Suche couetyſe now reigneth ouer all: 
Cauſes of ciuile,and cauſes crympynall 
Their domes take. wher they be fals oz true, 
All after wyil, by ſtatutes chaunged newe. 


There ben eke other called acceſſours, 
Syttyng by iudges, to peue them counſaple, 
Which may full well be called rauenours, 
Foz they nat labour but foz theyz auayle: 

A nombꝛe of robbers folow at they: taple, 

To pylle the people, as pe haue hard to fozne, 
Bare as a chepe, that is but newe choꝛne. 


There is no moꝛe in this matter to ſayne 
Saue onely this, trouth ſtant deſolate, 

And rigytwiſnes dare to no wight coplayne, 
With wong oppzelled, weping 3 deſolate, 
Wyer foze ye pꝛynces that ſyt in high eſlate, 
Such thing to mede, but ye better hede take, 
God Hal w vou a full harde rekenyng make, 


pour office is in your magnificence 

Tweye man # man all wzonges to redzeſſe, 
And Wher a matter is agayne conſcience 
Jttorefourme onely of ryghtwyſeneſſe, 

To ſtãde by trueth,mayntayne no faiſeneſſe, 
And let wiſe counſayl ſuch matters examine 
Oz ye of haſte theron determine. 


Haue ſuche thynges in your mynde amonge 
Thynke god wyll quyte lyke as ye Delcrue, 
Pe ſpot pour nobleſle yf that ye do wzong 
His ſwoꝛde of puniſhyng dꝛede oꝛ it kerue: 
Let your reaſon and conſcience conſerue 

Pour noble eſtates, thinke like your werkig 
The lod of you wyl aſke a rekenyng. 


The.xrbi.Chapiter, 


CF Of Alcibiades exyled,and after 
bzent in hys bedde, 


Ar ter other that put them ſelfe in pꝛees 
Tofoze Bochas their coplayntes to diſ⸗ 
Came of àthenes Jlcibiades, 
That time alpue the fayzeſt creature: 
And as it is remembzed by ſcripture, 
De was dilcrete, and was at all aſſayes 
One the ſtrongeſt and manly in hys dayes. 


He was firſt boꝛne of full high linage, 
Aboue all other of moſt ſemelpneſſe, 

Well pzopozcioned and hardy ofcozage, . 
Loued and fauoured foz his great fayzeneſſe; 


(cure, 
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Leaf lr zx. 


Famoule in znyghthode foꝛ hys woꝛthynelle 
Subtyll witted, and coude by eloouence 
Moche compꝛehende vnder choꝛte ſentence, 


His wyt enclined to manpfoldelci:nces, 

Had of conyng a paſſyng retentife, 

L oued clerkes, & fond them theyz diſpences, 
Suche as in pꝛactife he ſaw molt inuentife, 
To rede in bokes reioyſed all hys life, 

Kept what he redde in his memoꝛiall, 

And of wyle counlatie was none to hym egal. 


In vncle he had ycalled Perycles 

Which ſtode in daunger of exceſlife ſpendyng, 
Pet in hys youth thys Alcibiades 

Seyng hys vncle penſiefe in lokyng, 

Caſt of wiſdom to remedy that thyng, 

And foz to alwage hys heartegheupneſſe, 
Gaue hym this counſail by great auiſeneſſe. 


Fyꝛſt to rehearſe how the matter ſtode 

And ok hys vncles wofull hygh diſtreſſe 
Ther was to him delxuered a lũme of goode 
To tepapꝛe the temple of a goddeſſe 

Called Minerua, but fgz the great exceſſe 
Ok hys dilpences he ſtode ſomwhat in dꝛede, 
Touching thyacotipt,Þhe muſte yelde in dede, 


Ileibiades here vpon muſyng, | 

To hys vncle gaue counſayle in ſentence: 
Vncle (quod he let be your thynkyng, 

And fo2 your ſelfe hape thys diffente, 

Nat foꝛ tacoũpt by meane of your pꝛudence: 
Afoꝛe pꝛouided, with face ⁊ chere vnfapned, 
To ſuche dureſſe, that ye be nat conſtrayned; 


And whan Pericles his coãlaile aduertileth 
Fonde to his wozſhypit was reſonable, 
And by good layſer, him ſelfe ful wel auileth, 
Ind by p2ouiſton pꝛudent and notable 
Sauedhys eſtate tro eche thong repꝛouable: 
So that he ſtode, touching thys matter, 

As foz atcomptes out of ali daunger. 


Alcibiades of Athens chefe capteyne 
From dap today wart vp to great encres, 
Suche another was ther no where leyne, 
Them to gouerne, bothe in werre a pees: 
Ind all the citye by aſſent hym chees 

Ok theyꝛ nauy in eſpectall 

Upon the lee, to be theyz admpꝛall. 


Foꝛ his knighthod they ſent hym out aferre 
To Cathenoys to be they: gouernour, 
P. i. Gayne 


apne Cy2acuſenes foz to gin a werte: 
F rſt Gove recoined w glozy # gret honoure, 
But in the end ofhis great laboure, 
Foꝛtune that is aye varyaunt and vnſtable, 
Was to this duke nat founde fauouta ble. 


He was accuſed to them of the toun, 
Which in Athenes had gouernaunce, 
That he was gilty in party of treaſon, 

By the reuoked foz al his great puiſſaunce 
Of Capitaynchip, and by their oꝛdinaunce 
And foztunes falle mutabylitie 
Unwarely depzined from all dignitie. 


But fo2 him ſelfe thus he gan pꝛouide, 
Went intoeryle not fer from that countre, 
In toacytie that called was Eipde, 
There loꝛ tohauefredom and lyberte, 

And ot hys lyfe, to ſtand in ſuerte: 

Foꝛ in Itheaes they wolde haue him deed, 
Unto their goddes to offre vp his heed, 


But whan he was of their entent certayne, 
To Lacedemone he toke the ryght way, 
And by relacion there he herd layne 

Howe Cathemen(es were put to afraye 

Jn a batayle vpon a certayne daye, 

Which that they held to their adueriytee 
Gayne Cathenoys, as they fought on the lee, 


But the cauſe of this diſcomſyture 

As was tolde Xlcibiades, 

Was by thꝛe captayns thꝛough miſauenture, 
Which in their leading were found recheles, 
The che fe orf them named Demoſthenes 
The tother called the ſtoꝛy telleth vs, 

The tone Niceas, the tother Eurilocug, 


Flcibiades hauyng herok tiding 

To auenge his wꝛong put him lelfe in pꝛeeg, 
Ol Lacedemon he gothe fyzit to the kyng 
Dhich of trouth was called Agydes, 
Beſeching hun to graunte to his encreg 
Certayne ſoudyours out of hys countre, 
Fo2 to werrey of Athenoys the cyte, 


Thus he waxte ſtronge of noble pꝛoupdence, 
Had great people vnder his gouernaunce, 
And lyke a duke made ſtrong in hys defence, 
The people gadꝛed to his obeyſaunce, 

That other pꝛintes that wer of hye puiſaũte 
Gan haue enuy of wylful frowardneſſe, 
Ind to malygne agayne hys hyghe nobleſſe. 
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Foꝛ ſelde oꝛ neuer in any regyon 

Pꝛoweſſe of armes, nobleſle of chynalry, 
Encreaſe of ryches,repozt of high renoun, 
Fame ofconnyng in craft oꝛ in clergy, 

May no wher dwell without (ome enup: 
From whole malyce as folke expert may (e, 
Saue only wzetches no man hath lyberte, 


Foz which this pꝛinte as put is in memoꝛp, 
Elcaped nat fozall his hygh parage, 

But that ſome enuped at his gloꝛp: 

Foz in this life no man hath auauntage 
Agayne tonges, no; odyous falle langage, 
To ſtop ſuch venym this is the beſt obſtacle 
That mẽ with ſuffrafic? tempꝛe their triacle, 


The clere pꝛoweſſe of Ilcibiades 

Stapned the nobles of other pꝛynces al, 
His eure hym raiſed vp to ſo great encres, 
To the higheſt trone of foꝛtunes hall: 
Such fatal grace is vnto hym fal 

That in tho dayes playnlye this is no fable, 
There was no knight to him reſemblable. 


In his exyle ſo clere his renome Gone, 

And. thꝛough Grece gaue as gret bzyghtnes, 
As doth a ruby aboue eche other ſtone: 

Pet foz to clips and chadow his wozthynes 
Lacedemonots dyd their bulpneſſe, 

Such as nat myght to his nobles attapne, 
By falſe repoꝛt his renome to reſtraine. 


Awayt was layd to take him at miſchefe, 
And many traynes wer ſerched cut x ſought 
Ok entent to put him at repꝛefe, 

But al d euer agayn hin they haue wꝛought 
At the end the purpoſe came to nought: 

Foꝛ God pꝛouideth of his magnificence, 
Agapne luch malice to ſane innocence, 


He was lykely to fal in great daungere 
Lacedemonois gan ſo at hym dyſdayne, 
Becauſe his honour a nobles Cone ſoclere, 
That to his fone it was a decdiye payne: 
Ind thus his Iyfe Node in no certarne 

Foz all be it he manly was and wyſe, 

He knew nothinge their purpoſe noꝛ malyce, 


Dee had almoſte pwarned be to late, 
And lyke to haue ſtand in great perplexitie, 
And moze his grace and fo2tune to abate 
By thoccaſton of hys great beaute, 

He wyth the quene was woren full pꝛiue: 


Foz in her grace ſo well ſtode there none, 
z in her g h Which 
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Whiche gaue to him warnyng ok his fone, 


Ind by the counſayle onely of the queene 

Fro Lacedemon he wyſely toke his flight 
Towarde Athenes, æ thought he wolde lene 
His owne countre, full lyke a manly knyght, 
And though thei had nat gouerned the a right 
Towardes hym, beyng in diſtreſſe, 

To auenge his wꝛonge, he dyd the no dureſſe. 


Foꝛ he thought it was agaynſt nature 

To be vengeable, oꝛ chewe his cruelte 

By thoccalion of any auenture, 

Oꝛ ginne a werre vpon his countre: 

His natiue bloud meued him to pyte, 

Ind of very naturall gentiyneſſe 

Was debonayze,agayne their vnkindneſſe. 


The cale was this, foꝛ hozt concluſion, 

How king Dary with great apparayle 
Thought to werrey, of indignation 

Them of Athenes, æ their towne taſſayle, 
Ind in purpoſe pzoudely to pꝛeuaple: 
Theſſiferncs,a pꝛince of great puiſſaunce 

Of Daries power had al the gouernaunce. 


Final cauſe and grounde of all this werre 
That Darius gan on them ſo haſtelpe, 

Ind that he ſent his puillaunce from lo ferre 
Foz todeſtroy Athenes vtterly, 

Was to holde vp and luſtayne the party 

Of Lacedomone, whiche of olde hatrede 
Were euer enuyous the to oppꝛeſſe in dede. 


But by meane ok Alcibiades 

Ind his treatie founded on pzudence, 
Theſſikernes, enclined to the pees, 
Ther by in party to appeaſe his violence: 
Ind all was done of noble pzouidence, 
And fro the plate, to which he was exiled, 
He to Athenes Goulde be reconciled, 


Unto the citie he dyd ſignify | 
How Darius,had made his oꝛdinaunce, 
And by his letters he gan them lpecify 

Ik they would ſtande at his gouernaunce, 
To tondilcende playnly in ſubſtaunce: 

He woulde labour, and no lenger tary, 

To make accoꝛde atwenethem # king Daty, 


This was the meane that he ment: 
Within Ithenes that the lenatours 
Shoulde ok the citie, after their entent 
Haue ful lo2dſhip,# be their gouernours; 


Teaf.lxrzit:. 


But as cleare wedder troubled is ours, 
Night lo vnwarely, within that royal toun 
Thꝛough his treaty fyll a dilcention. 


The comeners gan ſodaynly diſdayne 
Tobe thzalled vnder ſubiection, 

And ſo by aſſent the commons dyd oꝛdayne 
Onely tappeaſe all falſe diſcention, 

Fozto reuoke agayne into their toun 
Alcibiades, as they thought it mete, 
Thzough this pzudence to let them in quiete, 


Firſt in his commyng myne auctour doth re- 
He was made duke againe of Þ cite, (poꝛte 
Ind gan the partie of comons to ſuppozte, 
Ind them reſtoze to they old liberte: 

Where thzongh the ſenate dꝛeding þcomonte 
Fled to exile, full ferre out of all pꝛeeg, 
Dnely foz dzede of Alcibiades. 


They ſtode that time in ſo great diſiopynt 
Their towne deuided,# out of gouernaunce, 
That they were bꝛought euen to the poynt 
To yelde the citie vnto the obeyſaunce 

Ok Latcedemons, thꝛough their vahappy chad 
Within the ſelfe, when they tan debate (ce, 
Under their duke, the ſenat bare ſach debate. 


But the commons chaſe in theyꝛ dyffence 

Alcibiades, to gouerne that vopage. 

Ind to the ſee with coſt and great diſpence 

Without abode he holdeth hys paſſage, 

gn mighty chyppes, made foz auauntage: 
ell enarmed, and caſt yf he myght ö 

With Lacedemonois pzoudly foz to fyght. 


The mighty captains were on the other ſyde 
The kyꝛſt zeſtro, Bochas telleth thus, 

And the ſecond that was their loꝛde a gyde, 
Called Mydare, the thyzde Pharbanaſus 
On the lee #lande,in armes full pompous; 
But ot knighthode and magnanimite 
Alcibiades toke them ail thze, 


Strong was the fight oꝛ ö they were take, 
Ok all theyz meyny away there ſcaped none, 
The duke Þ day, gan ſuche a laughter make 
Dfhigh pꝛoweſſe vpon hys moztall fone, 
Caſt over boꝛde almoſt euerychone: 

Ind after that, when he came to lande, 

A new battel met hym on the ſtrande. 


Such wayte was layde about hym enuyzon 


Ok hys enempeg, by lodayne auenture, 
P. it. But 


But of Athenes this mighty champion 
Whiche might in armes moſte ſouerainly en- 
Made ok his fone a new dilcofyture: (dure 
Thus in choꝛt time this pꝛinte in his eltate, 
On land and water was twyle laureate, 


And after that he lyſt nat fo2 to ceaſe 

Noz to abyde the ſpace of halfe a day 

The comon pꝛolite of his towne tencreale, 
Towarde Al ye he toke the right waye 
Townes x caſtels that were take away 
Which apperteyned to Athenes of ryght, 
He gate agayne full lyke a manly knyght. 


Maugre all that to hym were contrary 

Oꝛ w20ught agayne hym by rebellyon, 
Thꝛoughout Alpe in the lande of Dary 

He knyghtly bzought them to ſubiection: 
Agayne whoſe [wozde holpe no pꝛoteccyon, 
And fynall labour was ok his entent, 

The comon pzofyte ot his towne to augment, 


Ind with this glozy and with this nobleſſe 
He to Athenes repayzed is agayne, 

And al thecity with ioy and great gladnes 
Came out to mete him vpon a fapꝛe playne: 
Ind that his triumphes uld openly be ſain, 
Both old and pong with full glad vylages, 
Ok their goddes bꝛought out the pmages. 


This was their cry and noiſe of al the pꝛees, 
Victoꝛious pꝛince whole triumphes marciall 
Shal euer be ſong w laud and new encrees, 
To foꝛe the goddes which ben immoztall, 

Welcome. welcome, our pꝛotectour and wal, 
Shelde of our welfare, agapne all violence, 
Phebus of knighthod,#x (wozd of our defece, 


Thus w their goddes they made hym egall, 
By vncouth pꝛailing of paganiſmes rightes, 
Lyke as he had been very immoztall 

Ind ſonge rekreytes to cõmend his merptes: 
Ind to enhaũte his gloꝛy they let al their de⸗ 
And with the lyght or eternal fame, (lites, 
Set vp toꝛches to enlumpne with his name. 


Thus certayne dayes they halowed of entẽt 
Thꝛugh all the cyte , foz his hyghe pzowelle, 
Tyll foꝛtune hath his eyen blent 

With new fauour of wozldly falſe ſwetneg, 
Foꝛ all her ſuger is meynt wyth bytterneſſe; 
A bayte ofhony chedde out at pzime face 
With moꝛtall venym hyd bnder to manace. 


The thirde bone 


Foz in his hygheſt clymbyng bp alofte 

And in thaſcence of foztunes whele, 

After her cuſtome, as Ge hath full cftc, 
When he beſt wend foz to ſtande wele, 
She dꝛewe her fauour from hym cuery dele: 
Made the people vnder his obeyſaunce, 

To fall in miſchefe foz lacke of gouernaunce, 


Thus fro this duke foztune gan to vary 
And hys nobleſſe go backe and cke fayle, 
Whan kyng Cirus lucteſſour to Dary 

Full vawarely fyll on him in bataple, 

And gan his knyghtes pzoudly to aſſaple: 
Whan he diſpurueyed voyde of pzouydence, 
Was ouerlayde to make relpſtence. 


Foz fynally this Alcibiades 

At miſcheke take which he mighte nat recure, 
Whan thzugh veynglozy he was made reche 
His noble eſtate teſtablyſh and aſſure, (leg 
Lacke of fozeſight cauſed his dyſcomfyture; 
Fad toencreaſeofmoze aduerlitye, 
Banythed agayne out ofhis cyte, 


Thus diffaced and clypſed was his glozy, 
His cytie put in ſtraunge gouernaunce 

By Lacedemonoys, after this victozy, 

So that he knewe no maner cheuyſaunce 
To refourme his vnhappy chaunce, 

Saue foꝛ refute myne auctour dothe reherce, 
How that he fled vnto the kyng of Perce. 


From Athenes ok newe he was exiled, 

And thirty perſons all furious and vengeable 
Chaſe in their cyty, as Bochas hath copyled, 
The toun gouerned albe thep were not able: 
Ulyng a maner hatefull and repzeuable, 
Thzugh theyꝛ rauyne tempoueritſh their cite, 
A thyng moſte odyous to all comonte, 


I wozme of dꝛede was bꝛed bp in their hert 
Which ſuffred not them to lyue in pees, 
Amonge them lelke whan they dyd aduerte 
The great pꝛudence of Alcibiades, 

Howe in manhode he was pereles, 

Leſt he wold after foꝛ all their multitude, 
Knightly acquyte their ingratitude. 


And of aſſent to abzidge his lyue dapes, 
They agayne hym of malice haue conſpyzed, 
After his exyle to make no delayes, (ted 
Foz to attomplych that they longe haue deſi⸗ 
With bzennige hate their hertes falfiye fyꝛed 
To murdꝛe by enuy tauſeles 2 

tibia⸗ 


of John Bothas 


Alcibiades the noble woꝛthy knight. 


Thus the time appꝛoched, and the date 
Terme aloe let by conſtellacion 

Ok his period p and hys lyues fate, 

Which was concluded (as made is mencyon) 
By cruell murdꝛe to his diſtruccion: 

Alas what pꝛince with golde oz loudyours 
May him pꝛouide agayn fals conſpiratours: 


Foztune ot ne we gan at hym enchace 

From her traynes that he ne (cape myght, 
Daily purſued from place aye vnto place 

Jn Perce and Mede, tho he wer out of ſight 
Tyl that his enemies fyll on him by night, 
Slepyng, alas, to ſone they were (ped 
LOhi they him found they bꝛẽt himi his bed. 


Thus bi murdꝛe their purpoſe was atcyeued 
Alas it was to hozrible a dede, 

So good a knight ſo wel in armes pꝛeued, 
So renomed, ſo famous in manhode, 

Foz to be bzent among the coles rede, 

Firſt vnwarely in his bedde ptake, 

And ſo conſumed amonge the coles blake. 


This was the ende of Jlcibiades, 
Which in knighthod was moſt ſouerayne: 
In werre a lyon, and a lambe in pees: 


As Mars vicdozius,his fate ſo dyd oꝛdayne, 
To kfames palaies he ſtieth w wyngs twain, 
Son to Pynerua to ſpeke of hygh pꝛudẽce, 
And lyke Mercurp by notable eloquence, 


The. x vii. chapter. 


Here Bochas maketh an erclamation 
vpon the dethe of Alcibiades. 


Fatal ſuſtren which ſpan þ Iyues th:ed, 
So choꝛt a term,why did ye determin⸗ 
To ſuffrehim bꝛenne among the coles rede: 
pe were to haſty to bzeke and vntwpne 
His web of knighthod Þ ſo clere dyd chyne, 


And caſt of nobleſſe his beames out lo cleate, 


Alas that euer he fyll in your daungere, 


Out on Stix and on Attropole, 

That haue of malyce ſlayn ſo good a knyght 
Out on you the that kepe your ſelfe ſo cloſe 
Doughte rs ycalled of the derke night: 
Ind thou Leti that queynteſt eke the Iyght, 
Ok Alctbiades,myzrour & litern,(gouerne. 
To ſpeke in knighthod how men chuld them 


Leaf.lrzriut, 


Vellee the wozthy,and wꝛetehes ye do ſpare, 
Thercites lyueth Hectoꝛ is ſlayne in dede; 
Pour funeral ſmokes maketh relmes ſo bare 
To race vp Cedꝛis their bꝛaunches may nat 
Ve pul the laurer, ve make ß firs lede, (ſpꝛede 
Ful lytel thanke in kyngdoms pe delerue, 
Captiues to foſtre and do the woꝛthy ſterue. 


Alcibiades is paſſed into fate, 

Light of knighthod lyeth clipſed in the chade 
The Parcas luſterne to ſoone ſet hys date, 
Ok his high nobleſſe to make the laurer fade: 
Lacedemonots of his dethe wer glad, 
Funerall fyze his body hath dyffied, 

Foz hygh pꝛoweſſe his ſoule ſtellitped. 


CLenuoye 


A Las this tragedy doth my hert to blede 
My pen quaketh of ruth and of pyte, 
In my wꝛityng, whan that J take hede 

To ſe the ſtraunge feartull dyuerſyte 

Ok all wozldly vnſure felptite: 

Howe from their ſees choztli to compzehend, 
Froward foztune doth pꝛinces down dilcend 


Alcibiades of coꝛage and of manhed 

As is reherſedem bokes pe map ſe) 

Ok genltylnes, and of goodly heed, 

Ok lemelpnes, of fredom, and of bounte 

Ok hygh pzudence, and magnanymite, 
Was moſt famous as auctours him comed, 
yet from hys (cate foztune made him diſcend, 


All the people both of Perce and Mede, 
LObyle he gouerned Ithenes the cyte 
Stode in his daũger and gan his ſwozde to 
Ind al that were rebel to his countre (dꝛede 
He chaſtiſed them in their moſt cruelte: 

But whan his fame gan hygheſt vp taſcend, 
From her whele foztune made him diſcend, 


Murdze x treſon, with pꝛudent frendlthede, 
Outward fayze chere, couert iniquite, 
Pleſaunt in ſpeche, and vnder that falchede 
Honyched out charpe tayled lyke a bee, 
Songe of Sirenes todzown men in the lee, 
Jn one combyned their malycecanertend, 
To cauſe pzinces from their lees dilcend, 


Noble pꝛinces that ſe ſo much and rede, 

Remembzing ſtozyes of antiquite, | 

Afoꝛe pꝛouidyng that treaſon not pzocede: 

Be ave moſte dꝛedtull in * proſperyte, : 
i. 


Let others fallyng a myꝛrour to you be. 
The turne ok toztune al auctozs repzchend, 
That who lyt yyghelt is redꝛeſt to dilcende. 


The. x biii. Chapter. 


i Here Bochas wꝛiteth agayneſt the de⸗ 
ſyꝛes ot people. 


| Fter this pꝛoces, if pe liſt to lere, 
N Lyke as Bochas maketh mencion, 
That wozidly folk moſte ſouerainlye 
To haue in loꝛdchip great exaltacion, (delier 
And vp to climbe in their entencion 
Of woꝛldly wozthyp to the hygheſt place, 
Ill erthly treaſours atones to enbzace, 


The feruent tame of their gredy deſyzes 

In mache gatheryng findeth no ſuffiſaunce, 
Their hungry etyke kyndleth ſo the fyzes 
Ok auarite, by longe continuaunce, : 
That theyꝛ thyꝛſt with woꝛldly habunda? ce 
On Tantalus ryucr abꝛapdeth euer in one: 
3520wnedi dziing, à deme their patts none, 


There may no treſour their dꝛopſy ſtaunch, 
The moze they dzike þ moꝛe they lyſt in dede: 
In Tagus flodes the deper that thei launche 
The gretter dunelle doth i their beſts bꝛede. 
The higher. water an ebbe moſte they dꝛede: 
Falſe indygence their hert hath ſo cotounded, 
At the full {ces leme their barge is groiided, 


Thyvs euery man wold to ryches attayne, 

With ſuffiſaunce but few hold them contet, 
Who moſt haboũdeth ratheſt will tomplaine 
To: lacke of good, alas howe they be blent: 

Wher Wal their gadꝛig a their good be ſpent 
Some one percaſe Hall the therot diſcharge, 
whom they moſt hate, ſped it out at large, 


Within a body full lytell of (ature 

Coꝛages growe vp to their magnificence, 
Which vp taſcend do their buſy cure, 

And in their clymbing & tranlitoꝛpe aſcence, 
Hauyng an hope of wozldly apparence, 
Like as nothig their puilaũce might trouble, 
Nothing aduerting how foztune is double, 


Some (et their toy in cõqueſt a in werres 

To enbꝛate all erthe vnder their puiſſaunce, 
Lyke as they might reche aboue the ſterres, 
To bꝛing dodon heuen vnto their obeiſaunce: 
But ik their power were waped in balaunce, 


The thirde boke 


And counterwayd aright in their memozy, 
They chuld lynde that all is but veynglozy, 


What may auail them their fetherbeds ſofte, 
Shetes of repnes, longe, large, and wyde, 
Dyuers deuples oz clothes chaunged oft, 
O2 vicious meyny walkyng by their ſyde, 
Voyde of vertue, ambicious in their pꝛide⸗ 
Which cauſeth pzices by repoꝛt of luch fame, 
Fo: their milluung to haue an euell name. 


And thus foꝛ lacke of vertuous dilygence, 
Thꝛough falſe luxury and ydelneſſe 

And vpon flaterers the outragtous erpence 
Suppoꝛt of w2onge, oppzelling rightwilnes 
Whereleſyngemongers haue an entreſle: 
Whom to ſuſtayn whan pzices do their cure, 
God wyl nat ſuftre that they hal log endure, 


Office of pzinces is to luppoꝛt right, (d2efle, 
His (wozde of knighthode fro wzonge to re⸗ 
The poze releuing nat toppꝛes the w myght, 
His old leruauntes well pꝛeued nat diſdayn: 
His haſty rigour,x his vengaunce ſodapne 
Let mercy tempere, to dome oz he pꝛocede, 

And God ſhal quite him at his moſt nede, 


The.rir. Chapiter, 

Here John Bochas ſpeake th agaynſt 
idelneſſe, reherſing howe ſome 
men haue toy in one ſcy⸗ 
ence, and (ome in another. 


— Bochas maketh a reher- 
"| (aple 

In eſchewing of froward pdlenes, 
That vnto vertue may moſte auaple 
Good diligent laboure, and honeſt buſpneſſe: 
And lo concluding full plainlpe doth expꝛeſſe, 
Euery mi reioiſeth( this ſetice is nat gloled) 
To do ſuch thing to which he is dilpoſed. 


Some haue toy by heuenlye influence 
To knowe the courle aboue celeſtial, 
Ind lome of knighthod do their diligence 
To pꝛeue them lelfe in actes marciall, 
And ſome retoyſe in their entent fynal 
Jneloquence, lome in philoſophy, 
Some aboue all to ſtudy in poetry. 


The hardy knight is leruaunt to ſaint Geoꝛge 
Meuing of planets ſercheth thaſtronomere, 
Martes {myth laboureth in his fozge, 
Hatneps ok ſtele maketh tharmourere, bs 
L 
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But the deuifour by diligence entere 
By freche contriuyng out of the olde entaple, 
Fyndeth newe deuiſes of plate and of mayle. 


The labourer letteth wholy his pleaſaunce 
To tylth of land, in time to ſowe his grayne: 
To encreale his ſede by yerely habundaunce, 
And that his plough labour not in vayne, 
Caſtyng his ſeaſons of dꝛouth & eke of rayne 
And poctes to lit in their libzary, 

Deſyꝛe of nature to be lolitary. 


Such as mẽ loue ſuch things they bndertake 
Fyche oz foule to hunt with their houndes, 
Some of woul ſundꝛye clothes make, 

By philoſophers was fold out the grounds, 
Ind ot all ſtudy they let out fyzſt the bounds: 
Cauſed poetes playnly to conclude, 

Out ok all pꝛeale to lyue in lolitude. 


Logiciens delite in argumentes, 
Philoſophers in vertuous liuyng, 

Ind legiſters folowyng the eatences, 
Greatiy retoyce in lucre and winnyng: 
Phiſiciens trauaple foz getting, 

Ind of poetes this is the \ubtyli fozme 

By new inuencion thynges to tranſkozme, 


Poetes Gould eſchue all ydlenes, 

Dalke by ryuers and welles cryſtallyne, 

To motitaynes a mozow their courſe d2eſſe, 
The miſt diffted whaPhebus firſt doth Gine, 
Study in bokes of mozall diſciplyne: 
Nothyng coueyre but ſet their entent, 

Wyth moderate fobe fo2 to be content, 


Their chefe labour is vyces foz to fage 
Dith a maner couert limilitude, 

Ind none eſtate wyth they: langage 

By no rebukyng of termes dull and rude: 
What euer they wate on vertue ep cõclude, 
Ippayze no man in no maner wyle, 

This is the office of poetes that be wile, 


The. xx. Chapter. 
Chow alleus duke of cartage foꝛ oppꝛeſ⸗ 
ſion and tyꝛanny was hewen 
into pieces, 


Han Bochas hadde rehearſed of 


Poetes 

Their ſtraunge ſtudye, and lolapne 
oo wzytynges, 

Ind theyz delires of lolitary leates, 


— —— —— 


» 


Teak. lr zb. 


In pleaſaunt place to make their dwellingeg 
Belyde ryuers and holeſome well lpꝛyngss. 
IDhiche accompliſhed, he gan his pen anatice, 
Pꝛynces of Aſfritze to put in rcemembꝛaunce. 


And while he dyd hys buſy diligence 

Theyꝛ pyteous falles to put in memozy, 
Firlt there tame twayne vnto hys pꝛelence, 
Their olde nobleſſe appalled, and their gloꝛzp: 
Whiche as hym lempt within a territoꝛp, 

Of Ilfryze boundes longyng to Cartage, 
Did fyzſt appeare,moſt deadly of vyſage, 


The one of them was named Malleus, 
Duke of Cartage,of Iffryke lozde and ſyze, 
Vis ſonne alſo called Cartalus, 

Whilom chiefe pꝛince and bichop eke of Tyꝛe: 
But Malleus whych helde the great empyꝛe 
Ok all Allrye, foꝛ his pompous cutrage 
Exiled was foz euer out of Cartage. 


Whyche cauſed him in hart he was not mery, 
But aye remebzed vpon his fell vaniching, 
Gadered his people win the lande of Surry, 
And inthe felde whyle he lay hoſtyng 

Caſt him fully to make notariyng, 

But in all haſte of knyghtly fell coꝛage, 
Maugre hys enempes reſoꝛt vnto Cartage, 


To auenge his exyle hys hart was let a fpze, 
And his entent moze to foꝛtify, 

He ſent in haſte hys letters downe to Tyze 
To Tartalus, that he ſhould hym hye 

Ind bꝛynge wyth hym all the chyualry 

Ol his citye, in ſtele armed clene, 

Dis fathers pat ty to holbe vp and ſuſtene. 


But wha thys brſhop knew holly the manere 
Ok thys purpole which ye haue heard deuile, 
He conſyd2ed how that tyme of the rere 
Oꝛdepned was to do ſacrifyce 

After the rytes of their panym wyle 

To Hercules, whiche in that citye 

Aboue all gods had the ſoterayntie, 


Whole feaſt was holde ſpace ofcertayn dayes 
Whiche foz to halow he neades muſt entende, 
Ind by the cuſtome make no delayes 

But that he muſt therto condiſcende, 
Indleauer he had hys fatherto offende 

AS in ſuch caſe then thzough negligence 
Unto hys gods foz todo offence, 


LOherfoze his father had indignacion 


P. ifi. Che 


The thirde boke 


The cale arettyng to vnkyndnes, 

And therok caught a great occaſion 

Agayne his ſonne, ot froward wilfulnes: 
Foz pꝛyntces oft of furious haſtines, 

Wyli pyke a quarell cauſeles in ſentence, 
Agayn folke ablent, though ther be no offence, 


And ſome tonges benemous of nature, 
Whan they percepue that a pꝛince is meued, 
To agreg hys yze do their buſy cure, 

With falle langage to make him moze greued 
But ther is no poylõ lo wel expert noꝛ pꝛeued 
Is is of tonges the hatefull vpolence, 
Namely whan pꝛinces liſt yeue the audience. 


The fealt accomplythed of myghty Hercules 
All innocent of double and falſe menyng, 
This ſay d bychop of wyll not retcheles, 
Came to his father without moze tariyng, 
Chaunged neither habite noz clothyng, 
With all the enſygnes,# in the ſame wyle 
As he tofoꝛe had done lacritice. 


Inone hys father made no delay 

Wythout excuſe it would be no bet, 

Ok haſty rancour the ſelfe (ame day 

Made hym be hanged vpon an hye gybet: 
La we and iuſtice were both aſide let, 

Ind tyꝛannp moſte furyous and wode, 
To do vengeaunte in trouthes place ſtode. 


Who can oz may tyzantes well diſcryue 
Whoſe (wozdes ben whet aye foz vengeaunce 
Their bloudy thyꝛſt doth theyz hartes ryue, 
Their eares aye opẽ to hear of him miſchaũce 
Their kurious my2th,theyz moꝛtal pleaſatice 
Their pale \milyng,their laughter of hatred, 
Concludeth euer vpon (ome cruel dede, 


They be miniſters toParcas ſiſtern thze, 
To vntwynd ß thzedes of folkes here moztall 
And very coſyns thzough haſty crnelte, 
Unto the wode furyes infernall, 

Chyldꝛẽ to Pluto of vengeaunce marciall: 
Which foz their vyces but they bere th? wele, 
Shall turne in hell on Jrions whele, 


Thus Malleus father moſt bnkynde 
Lykeſucha tyꝛaunt, ched out his cruelte 
As ye haue heard, and after as J fynde 
Of furious hart and of olde enmyty: 
By koꝛce is entred Cartage the cite, 
Ind ſlongh all tho in hys hatefull yze, 
That hym afoze had expled into Tyze, 


Wꝛought after wyll a nothing after ryght, 
Gan robbe & ſpoyle that noble tamous town, 
Which made him hated in the peoples ſyght 
Foz his outrage and great extozcion: 
Hauyng no toye noz conſolation 

Within hys hart,playnly noz gladnes, 
Saue lyke a tyzant the people to oppꝛeſſe. 


The people of Cartage ſoꝛe gan to complayn 
Upon their miſchefe and deſolation: 

Is Bochas wzlteth,reherſyng in certayne, 
Wyll is ſtepmother of wyt and of reaſon, 
Ind where that pꝛynces haue dominacion, 
And by falſe pyllage to ryches clyme vp faſt, 
Trult right well theeꝛ lozd(hip may not lat}, 


They: great power of wozldly excellence, 
To their accrochyng of tempozall ryches, 
Wha they be tyꝛãtes, may ſtand in no defence: 
And froward wyll ruleth theyz highnes, 
Foꝛ what is lozdſhyp playnly to expꝛeſſe 
In thys woꝛlde here if it be diſcerned: 
Loue of the people whi they be well gouerned 


Foz ty2anny and falſe oppꝛeſſion 

Cauleth pꝛynces to ſtand in great hatrede, 
Ind what is woꝛth their dominacion 
Without loue: let pꝛeue it at a nede, 

Men foꝛ a tyme may ſuffer them and dꝛede, 
But whan that dzede conſtrayned is @ gone, 
Than is a pꝛynce a man but alone, 


Se an example how Malleus of Cartage 
Foꝛ all hys caſtels a towers made of ſtones, 
Foz hys oppzeſſion, vengeaunce, and outrage 
The people of Ffryke role on hym all atoneg, 
And cut alunder his fteſh and alſo hys bones 
Caſt the playnlycon him they wer ſo wode) 
Unto their goddes to offer vp his bloude, 


The people dempt, ok moꝛtall crueltie, 
There was no offring ſo pleſaũt noz cõuena⸗ 
Unto they: gods to pleaſe their deitie, (ble 
Is bloud of tyzantes whiche p be vengeable; 
Thus cruell pꝛinces make þpeople vnftable, 
Ok netellitie whyche ought be complayned, 
To wꝛeke their wꝛonge ß they be cõſtrayned 


Ao here the ende of Malleus the tyzaunt, 
hyche doth to pꝛynces full well exemplify 
To God aboue how it is not pleaſaunt 
Them to delyte in no ſache robbery, 
Noz pyl the people by no falſe tyzanny, 
Noz fo2 no tales be haſty of vengeaunce, 


Fo! 


of John Bothas 


Foꝛ all ſuche thing to god is diſpleaſaunce, 
CLenuoy, 


Eade # conſidered,this ſayd tragedy 
Sheweth to Pꝛynces a myzroure full 
notable, 
How they their rygour hall teper # modefy, 
Oꝛ they pꝛotede foꝛ to be vengeable: 
Foꝛ in a pꝛynce it is right commendable, 
Kancour of hart, ok chere, and ok courage, 
Foꝛ to deferre tyll that their yze aſlwage. 


Their haſty ve, their ſodayne melancholy, 
Their colozike fumes, þ fury vnreſtraynable 


Their vnqueint fy2e Sw flame of tyzanny, 
Their fretyng etyke of hate incomparable, 
Like beaſtial Tygres,lyke lyons vntretable 
Ne will not luffer that infernall rage, 
Defer their domes tyll their yze allwage. 


The royall Lyon of mozall gentry 

Imong beaſtes of foꝛce incomperable, 
Pꝛeueth not his power noz his regaly 

Gayn beaſts pꝛoſtrate, which be not dekelable 
And mighty pꝛyntes ould in caſe ſemblable 
Foz innocentes take mercy in mo2gage, 
Reſpityng rygour tyll that yze aſſwage, 


The ſparkle of bẽgeaũce is quycked in party 
By wyndes foure, fell and abhominable, 
Blaſt of detraction, and blaſt of flatterp, 
Blaſt of falſe rowners d fozge many fable, 
And blaſt of bzybours vycious and culpable: 
w (moky (launders, and felons falſe vyſage, 
Cauleth yze of pꝛices Þ it may neuer aſſwage 


Foz whiche let pꝛynces of noble policy 
Beware of tonges double and diſceyuable, 
Whiche w their venym infect eche company, 
Their poynaunt poyſon is lo penetrable: 

To folke abſent it is miſcheuable, 

So depe kreteth their lerpentyne langage, 
Cauſig in pꝛinces theit yze may not aſſwage 


Noble pzynces let vertue magnify 

pour hygh eſtate, to make you merciable, 
Foz mozall Deneke doth clerely ſpecify, 
The trone of pzices by clemẽce is made ſtable 
Uengeaunce delayed to God is agreable, 
And haſty rygour doth outragious damage, 
Whe hible requeſts your yze may not aſwage 


Ttaàf.lxtxr i. 


| CThe.rri-Chapter. 
¶ How the lubſtaunce of the hoſt of Hymil⸗ 
cho duke of Cartage goyng to conquere Ce- 
cile dyed of peſtilence,and after 
he him (elfe ſlayne. 


Fter thele myghty pꝛyntes twayne 

Next in oꝛder w pale and deade vyſage, 
i Tofoze Bochas Dymilcho gan cöplapne 
The vnhappy fall of his fatall paſſage, 
Whan he was ſent by aucthozitie of Cartage 
To coquere though his mighty puiſſaunce, 
The lande of Cytile, vnto their obeyſaunce, 


They of Cartage had an opinion, 

That it was lefull(after their entent) 
Without title of ryght and of reaſon 

Their teritozxtes and boundes to augment: 
And foꝛ that cauſe Hymilcho they lente 

The mighty duke their nobles to aduaunce, 
Whiche of Cartage had hole the gouernaunce 


Ind fozhe muſt paſſe by the ſee 

Towarde Cicyle,this noble wozthy knyght, 
With him he had a full great enarmee, 

Chole out of Cartage in ſtele armed bꝛyght: 
Their fone to coquere of very foꝛte and might 
But Foztunegan at him ſo diſdayne, 

That to his purpole he neuer myght attaine, 


Grounde and gynnyng of his diſtruction 
To be remembzed Goztly in ſentence, 
There fyll of the ayze a great cozruption, 
Whiche cauſed a full great peſtilence 
Among his meyny,by vnware violence 
And ſodaine miſchefe that is vpon him fall, 
Yeloſt almoſt his wozthy knyghtes all. 


Nye all hys people was ſlayne in p mozayne, 
That but a few be left ofhys meyne: 
nfoztunate he turned is agayne 
ome to Cartage, and they of the titee 
All cauſeles of haſty cruelte, 
Hath ſlayn thys duke as Bochas doth copyle 
Lo who may truſt Foztune any while: 


The.xrxit.Chapter, 


how Heynon duke of Cartage was 
diſmembzed. 


Fter whole death a mi there gan ſuccede 
A mighty duke 5ᷣ called was Hapnon, 
Whyche purpoled foz to chaunge tn dede His 


His name ok duke by kalle ambicton, 

And to be called thzoughout p mighty toun, 
Ayng of Cartage, and therupon of pzyde 
To finde out wayes he felly gan pꝛouide. 


He was not cotenta duke men Gold him call, 
But of Cartage foz to be named kyng, 

Ind like as his purpole that it chould fall, 
Fto day to day the meanes compallyng 

How he might fulfyll this vncouth thing, 
Foꝛ to be crowned and raigne in that londe, 
And at thelaſt this meane way he fonde. 


{)c had a daughter yonge and tender of age, 
Whiche of the people ſtode in great fauour, 
Ind he him caſt to peue her in mariage 

To a ponge knyght ſonne to a Senatour, 
Whiche in the citye was a gouernout: 

Ind that his purpoſe myght be attayned, 
Day of the mariage a tyme was ozdepned. 


Ind in his palayte chefe and pꝛincipall 

This ſayd duke let make his oꝛdinaunce, 

To holde a feaſt full ſolemne and ropall, 
Ind with great coſte made his puruepaunce, 
Ol lundꝛy daintyes, whiche 5 in ſubſtaunce 
Were neceſſary in all maner thing, 

Unto the feaſt of a woꝛthy kyng. 


He gaue in charge vnto his puruetours, 
That all were ready agayne a certapne dap, 
Ind to his feaſt came all the Senatours, 
Dweilyng in Cartage there durſt none (aye 
Ind ok his purpole to make no delay, (nay 
Thougyt his fraude was not apperceyued, 
He caſt Þ day that ſome Gould be deceyued. 


He tonueped in his inwarde entent 

He to be kyng and raygne in Cartage, 

The Senatours would neuer aſſent 

To b2eake their cuſtome noꝛ their olde bſage 
He durſt therok vtter no langage, 

Kept him ſecrete without noyſe oꝛ ſoun, 

And fully caſt him to pꝛocede by treaſon, 


The next wap, he knew no better rede 

To his deſire than ptaynely to ozdayne 
That of Cartage the ſenatours were dede, 
Than were he likely his purpoſe to attaine, 
Foꝛ to be crowned loꝛde and ſouerayne: 

Do to actompliche his luſt in all thing, 

Ind in Cartagetoxaygneas loꝛd and kyng. 


Fo2 it the ſenate wer btterly deſtroyed 


The thirde boke 


He Gould finde no maner reſiſtence, 
Wherby his purpoſe ould be annoyed 
None dare ſay nay to his magnificence: 
Fo: inthe pozayle there was no defence, 
And at this feaſt he caſt him to pꝛocede, 
All his entent to conclude in dede, 


Dis officers he made to be lwozue 

To helpe deſtroy falſely by poylon 

The ſenatours of whom J lpake tofoꝛne, 
And that their vitayles & dainties in foyſon 


And eke their wines foꝛ ſhozt concluſion, 


Should with venym be intoxicate, 
Thꝛough all the palaice, ⁊ ſpare none eſtate, 


Thele officers had a conſcience 

Foz to accomplyche ſo hozrible a thing, 

And ſecretely vnder great pꝛouidence 

To the Senate therofthey gaue warning: 
And whan they knew this moꝛtall copaſſyng 
Of Duke Yaynon to ſhew all the affray, 
They put of pzudence the weddyng in delay, 


Wherof this duke gan haue ſuſpection, 
And of this matter fill in a maner dꝛede, 
Thought he would by ſome coliuſton 
Againe Cartage moze moztally pꝛocede: 
And gan call to helpe him at his nede 

Of Mauritapne, a kyng of great renoun, 
With him by fozce to fall vpon the towne. 


Made him pꝛomiſe, to his aduauntage 

Foz to make fre diſtribucion 

Ok the riches, treaſure, and pyllage, 
Whiche that he might fynde in the toun, 
Foꝛ vtter fyne of hys entencion 

Was to deſtroy of wilfull crueltie, 

The famous Cartage þ mighty ſtrong citpe. 


Ok all the thꝛalles in the towne dwellyng 
And ſuche as were boꝛne oflowe lynage, 
To ſtrẽgth his party this was his wozkyng: 
He made them all by moztall fell outrage, 
Within the mighty caſtell of Cartage 

To kepe them clole of malyce and enuy, 
Agayne the citye him ſelfeto foztify. 


But all foꝛ nought, the mighty Senatours, 
Therof ware, and of high pzudence 
Gaine his malice all his falſe robbours 
They made the rong,# though their pꝛoui⸗ 
In elpeciall to oꝛdeyn a defence (dence 
Firſt on their party to let the commyng, 
Df Mauritapne, the ſtronge cruell . R 
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Ind of allent they lyſt natdelay, 

But role atones by great ozdynaunce 

Their falſe duke to venquiſſhe and outray: 
Him c his churles they bꝛought to vttraunce, 
Fyll vpon him wyth a great puilaunce, 

Ind fynally pzocedyng of reaſon, 

This was his dome, by auyſe of all the toun, 


Firſt ok this duke, as it is remembzed, 

He was dilpopled, his doublet ee vnlaced, 
Joynt fro ioyut hewen and diſmembzed, 
And from his heed out his eyen arated: 

And ryght as he had afoꝛe compaſed 

To haue diſtroyed his owne mighty toun, 
Js pe haue herd, he receyued the guerdon, 


CLenuoye, 


His tragedy doth pitouſly complayne, 
And maketh a maner lamentacion 
Ok thele mighty ryche pꝛinces twaine, 
Slayne in Cartage as made is mencion: 
Cauſeleſſe the tone, ſaue by thoctalion 
That peſtilẽ ce in his froward viage, (tage. 
Slewe all his people that were bozne in Car 


Foztunealſo gan frowardly diſdayne 
Fgayne this ryche mighty duke Hapnoun, 
YOhan of malyce he gan mortally ozdayne 
The Senatours to murdze of his toun: 

It his feeſt by craft of falſe poylon, 

As ye haue herde reherced his outrage, 

He was agaynwarde diſmebzed in Cartage, 


Who doth vengeaunce vẽgeaũce Gall attayn, 
In hygh eſtate without excepcion: 

And who of pyte vengeaunce doth reſtrapne, 
He Gall of merty receyue the guerdon. 

Foꝛ ryght requireth of trouth and reaſon, 
Cruell pzinces Gall haue foꝛ their wage, 
Deth lyke this duke diſmebzed in Cartage. 


Noble pꝛinces do your beſte payne, 

Fot to pzeſerue fro rebellyon ; 
The comon people which ſtand in no certain, 
Vith euery wynde tournyng vpſodoun, 
After foztune they chaunge affeccion. 
Turning their hertes w tryſt oꝛ glad vilage, 
Lyke as þ people dyd whylom in Cartage. 


Che autour agapne couetous 
people. 


Teal. lxxzwil. 


Iture 5 is content with lpttei! thing 
J ( The wile, ware, circüſpect goddeg 
Which vnder god in heuĩ about reig 
The wozid to gouern, is called thipzes: (rig 
Mother ofrycheſles, the firſt founderelle 
Which ſerched out by her artyficercs, 
The ſtraunge trealours hd in the myncres. 


This noble lady, this pzinceſſe moſt famous, 
Rnowyng of man the vncouth condicpons, 
Sawe by experyente richeſſe were nopoug, 
In hym to eclypſe the diſpoſyons, 

Ind conuay his inclynacions 

By a wꝛonge wap vertue to ſet aſyde, 

Howe couetouſe was a full peryllous gyde. 


Foz auarice is to all vertues contrapze, 

The gredy woꝛme, p lerpent vnſtauncheable 
Man to betraiſſhe  pzomyſes debonayze, 
At pꝛime face ſote and agreable, (ble 
Taught him of nature by craft moſt decepua⸗ 
Thzough ſubtyll ſerchingas it wer foꝛ þ no⸗ 
Firſt out oferth to delue pꝛecious ſtones.(nes 


Ok riche myners they lerche out þ entraples, 
To fynde out metals foꝛ wozldly auaſitages, 
Contryued chyppes with theyz bꝛode ſaples, 
By diuers ſees to make their paſſages: 

And couetyſe oꝛdayned firſt vyages, 

Cauled pꝛinces to ryde in landes ferre, 

Eche agayne other foꝛ to gyn a werre. 


Ol auarite gan firſt theſe robberyes, 
Awapte of bꝛigantes, ⁊ all extozte pyllages, 
Murdze, laughter, and couert buberyes, 
Ok olde contrpued furyous feildomages, 
Wꝛought and atcheued in all maner ages: 
Nowe in thele dapes let ſet it at a pꝛefe, 
Falle couetyſe cauſed all uche miſcheke. 


She was firſt rote of falſe extoꝛcion, 
To(ſpoyle the temple mother of raupne, 

And ſterer vp of oppꝛeſſpon, 

To take by fozce this was her doctryne: 
Ind as myne anctoz doth plainly determyne, 
And concludeth in full pytouſe wyſe, 

Note of all puell is falſe couetyſe. 


She is eke noꝛite of conteke and of ſtryfe, 
Mayſtreſſe ot murdꝛe and wilfull vyolence, 
Made men to ieoparte body, good, and Iyfe, 
Cauſed diſcencion and diſobedyence: 
Grutching of comons wdzaught of — 
P 
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By rigoꝛous conſtraynt ſodayne rebelltons, 
Kumour in realmes, vnware lubuercions. 


This froward dꝛagon full of ydꝛopiſy 

Whole fretyng etize there may no plety fede, 
To ſtaunche his thyꝛſt there is no remedy, 
The moꝛe he dꝛinketh the moꝛe he hath nede: 
And the moꝛe trelute þ moze he ſtant in dꝛede 
With Tantalus though he ſwym in þ flodes 
Jn Mydas well playneth foz lacke of goods 


This woꝛme eke cauſeth ö men in riches 
Haue dꝛede of theues a night in their waking 
And if thep heare on tofer, bedde, oꝛ pꝛeſſe, 
Cat, rat, oꝛ moule, oꝛ any — meuyng 

He weneth anone within him lelte demyng 
That there were tome w greatapparayle, 
Some vncouth pilloꝛ, his treaſure to allayle, 


The wokull ſoule ſtandeth euer in dꝛede, 
And aye abydeth in labour and trauayle: 
And ofthe goodes whiche he doth poſſede, 
Falleth in diſpayze leſt they would him fail, 
T wen? hope x dꝛede there is ſuche battayle, 
Thzough enterminyng eche other to cofound 
To be moſt gredy whan they moſt abounde, 


Hope Vnaſurcd with dꝛede diſpayꝛed 
Metyng in hartes make a moꝛtall warre, 
Wha hope pꝛeſumeth, w dꝛede he is apapzed, 
Ind like a cowarde maketh him ſand afarre 
Dull of his chere as is a cloudy ſtarre: 
Which dare not chew the light of his treaſour 
But euer to encteaſe ſet wholy his labour. 


He dare not touch thing that he loueth moſt, 
His cofers clole be Hat vnder key, (boſt 
Thoughe he haue muche he maketh therof no 
Leſt fo2 his treſure men would hym werrey: 
Playneth foz nede like as he woulddey, 
Fayneth falſe pouert to ſpare his dilpence, 
Oppzellyng plenty with froward indigence. 


Ind though his cheſtes heaped be with golde 
With yꝛon barres iaſt ſhut and tloſed, 

Falle ſcarcitie gouerneth his houcholde, 
That by none exceſſe he is not vndiſpoled: 
His indigent hart ſoſtraytely is enoſed, 

To Herebus hey2e c yet well wozſe in dede, 
Jn greateſt ryches to coplayne vpon nede, 


This Herebus hath ofyzon t not ok ſtone, 
Foꝛ auaryte buylt a foule citee, 
Where as the whele turneth of Jxion 


Under the boundes of Theſephone, 
Where ʒiliphus may neuer a day go free 
But with his ſtone continually trauapleth, 
And the moze buſy his labour leſt auaxlety, 


Thus auarice to vertue molt contrary, 
Founde among vyces full contagious, 
Euer buly their reſtleſſe ſtone tocary, 

Now vp now downe w wery ziliphus: 
Whole endles labour bzaydeth on Theleug, 
Whiche helde the bzydle of fruteles bulines, 
Condemned in hell toline in ydleneg, 


Ok couetiſe the cruell marinere 

Is called Charon, which w Flegetonte 

By many a ſtreyght and many fell dacigere, 
Sayleth in the floudes offurtous Acheronte, 
Under that darkedand cloudy Oztzonte: 
Where auaricechoſe whylom nygard@yp, 
Foz treaſozer, his cofers foz to kepe, 


Firſt to declare the labour in gatheryng 
Ok couctous men, as it is in dede, 
Ind coũterpayſe how their ſtreight kepyng 
8 euer meynt with impoztable dzede, 
oꝛow at departyng foꝛ their moztall mede, 
Which may be called of trouth and equitie, 
Ok Cerberus the wakers heades thzee, 


The fyꝛſt head is vnſtauncheable deſy2e 
Ok wozldly goodes, great riches to attayne, 
(The moꝛe encrece the hotter is the fyze: 
The ſeconde hcade is the d2edefull payne 
Which in kepyng his hart doth conſtrapne, 
Unware departyng, that lodapnelp doth fall, 
Is the third head, that greueth moſt of all, 


This wakyz wozme Þ bereth this heads the 


I called the mwo2me ofgredy couetyſe, 
hoſe buſy cõſtraynt, reſtles perplerite 
Troubleth the loule in full furious wile, 
Whiche froward monſter playnly to deuyſe, 
B2aydeth on Yidza (of whome poetes ſayne) 
One head cut of, there groweth the agayne, 


Euer at the tayle of plenty and ryches 

Ok cuſtome foloweth grutchyng and enuy, 
Fo: he that hath of treaſure great michnes, 
Is ſelde glad, as fot his party, 

Thus bothe twapne ſtande in ieopardye, 
The ryche w plenty holde him not appayed, 
And the neady wyth pouert is afrayed, 


And yet in pouert is full great ſpkerncs, = 
Which 
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Which is treaſour that no man wyll aſſaple, 
As myne auctour Bochas beareth witneſſe: 
Amiclates amonge the pozaple 

Lyued in peace ſure from all battayle, 

Helde hym content w luche as God him ſent, 
Whan riche wer armed x to the werre went. 


Uertuous pouert ſtandeth euer in (iker caſe, 
To watche his houle he hath full lytle nede, 
But pꝛoude 1 aſſieged in Duras 

Foz keare of Julius ſtode in great dꝛede: 

But people rude herok take none hede, 
Suche as retoyle them foꝛ to chede blode, 
In ſtraunge werres wzongly to get goode, 


Stoꝛies olde ful well reherce conne 

Diuers ſtudies of folke here moztall, 

Firſt how Diogenes was cõtent in his tonne 
In which he made his lodgyng pzincipall, 
And ſaw the courſe aboue celeſtiall, 

Lyued gladder amonge philoſophers, 

Than kyng Creſus w all hys ſtuffed cofers, 


Ind yk men woulde bnto mynde call 

The great miſcheues folowyng i habũdaũce, 
Ind thinke alſo how Sardanapall 

Fo2 all his treaſour came vnto miſchaunce, 
Ind how Sophoclius pooꝛeſt in lubſtaunce, 
Had but a gardayne full of lekes grene, 

nd right nought eng hym lelke to luſtene. 


This Philoſopher was euer gladde a lyght, 
There was no watche made in hys tours, 
Full ſurely llepte he al the longe nyght 
Vauyng no dꝛede of theues ne robbours, 

In lomer walkyng among the grene flouts, 
Ind in colde wynter full merely and okte, 
On dꝛie ſtrawe he lay and ſlept full ſofte, 


Cyncinatus a pooꝛe labozere, 

Feyed dichelle to get hys luſtenaunce, 
without grutchyng euer glad ol chere 
Bothe in poꝛte and in his countenaunce, 
Dempt he had as muche (uffiſaunce . 
To his pleaſaunce as Creſus kyng of Lyde, 
Content with lytle nature was hys gyde. 


Thys pooze man in hys pouert aſſured, 
With lytle fode and clothes but a fewe 

Yad heartes eaſe, #gladſome peace recuted: 
It lyked hym nat ouer his head to hewe, 
Which thing conceyued cleriß doth vs ewe, 
That ioyous pouert conneyed th gladneſle, 
Grutching auoyded,ſurmoaynteth al richeſſe. 


Leaf.irrrviil, 


Ind if that folke conſider aryght ({pnefle, 
Their pitous lighes, theyz thoughtfuii bu- 
(They? great labour, they lytle lepe a nyght, 
Which they endure toz wozldly rychette, 

And of þ abydyng the dzedefull ſytzerneſſe, 
Which thing peyſed and called co memozy, 
All erthly power is double and tranſitozy, 


And by ſtoꝛyes whiche ben credible 

To pꝛeue theyꝛ power is nat abydyng 

But at a poynt ſlydyng and fallible, 
Wyhylom Malliniſſa of Numidy kyng, 
That was ſo mighty by recoꝛde of wzityng, 
Foz feare of Siphax onely hys lyke to laue, 
Flede into mountaynes #hid hym in a caue. 


And there he founde ful (male bitaple, 
Conſtrapned narowe ok indigence and nede 
Whã other deyntes in miſchele gan him fayle 
He gadzed rotes, and cate them in his dꝛede: 
Eke pꝛoude Xerles kynge of Perce a Mede, 
Dꝛãke blod x water, to ſtaũche W his thzuſt, 
Dꝛede and trauayle gaue hym ſuche luſt, 


pet ſome men would ſayeofauenture, 
They were compelled agapne they: volũte, 
Theſe kynges t wayne ſuche miſchefe tedure, 
Maugre they2 wyll, ok neceſſite, 

Foz caſuail chaunce refte them theyꝛ liberte, 
So that the rygour of thys ſodayne rage, 
Came in by conſtrapnt and oł no courage. 


But foꝛ all that folke in theyz pouerte 

On great meates that them ſelfe fede, 

Ben all ſtrong, whole, and fayze to ſee, 
And alſo luſty pꝛeued at a nede, 

Upꝛight ot limmes theyz tourneys to ſpede, 
As long lyfed.the caule to expꝛelle, 

Js onelp thrs they do not vle exceſſe. 


To pooꝛe men the beſt medicine 

Is due labour, with moderate abſtinenke, 
Good ayze in feldes wher Phebus luſt mme, 
Uoydinge darke miſtes p cauleth peſtylence: 
Ok heuy ſtomaze they fele no violence, -- 
They nat enriche leches noꝛ potyquares, 
Them ſelte to laue with vncouth lectuares, 


But folkes ryche wozken the contrary 

Which in them cauſerh maladies ſtronge, 

Fro they: diete euerꝝ day they varye $4 

XOith.diuers meates,# theyz ſpttyngÞnge:. 

And with allthis theyz apetites wzdnge, 

Take out of time, which 3 1 — 
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Which by cuſtome oppꝛelſeth nature. 


And thus myne auctour,ſhoztly to deuyſe, 
Seeth glad pouert ſtãdeth molt in lekernes, 
And of all euyl he ſeeth how couetyſe 

Ts tote and ground, with falle extoꝛt riches, 
Npot annexed, engendꝛyng long licknes: 
Theron concludyng how moderate diete, 
Setteth body and ſoule in reſt and in quiete, 


The.xxiit, Chapter. 


a2Howe Euagoꝛa kynge of Cypꝛe, was by 
Irtaxerſes outrayed and put from 
hys kyngdome. 


ds heremembzeth next in his waityng 
J To him apperedreherſed thus þ caas, 
Euagoꝛa that was of Cypze byng, | 
Yys epen derked by manyfolde wziyng: 
Bycaule he had loſt that riche lande, 
Which he tokoꝛe had coquered w his hande. 


Gee ok Bochas, 


This lande of Cypꝛe as made is mencion 
Ok diuers metals is paſſpngly habounde, 
Hath of ryches great plenty and koylon, 
And of this citie lyke as it is founde, 

It ſtãdeth karre ſouth w many hilles rounde, 
And hath alſo many commodities, 

Within the boundes of tovones and cities. 


Touchyng this Cypꝛe J can no moꝛe ſap, 
Of whiche lande Enagoza was kyng, 

Tyll he gan pꝛoudly foz to warrey 

With Lacedemons their partie luſtepnyng, 
Gayne Artaxerſes, and at their metyng 
The ſayd Euagoza was bꝛought to vttratice 
Put fro his kingdome x fro al gouernaunce. 


The. xxiiii. Chapter. 


Chowe Theo kynge of Egypt, by Artaxer⸗ 
les was dꝛiuen from hys kyngdome 
and fledde into Araby. 


Ext Euagoꝛa came kyng Theo 
)) ( ©fall Egipt longe tyme poſſeſſour, 
| And to John Bochas gã declare his 
How foztune dyd her krowarde labour, (wo, 
And fro hym dꝛewe her frend@yp  fauour: 
And ſodainly thzough her iniquite, 
She caſt this kynge downe fro his royall lee. 


She lyſt her malyce from hym nat difſerre, 
Ne would not luffer hym koz to lyue in pecg, 
But cauſed hym foꝛ to begynne a werre 
Agapne the layd myghty Attaxerles: 


" Wenyng therby to haue had great encrecs, 


Gadzed chyppes and made a great armee, 
In his entent to haue met hym on the lee. 


To Lacedemons he was fauourable, 
Dent them vellels ſtuffed with vitaple, 
Dempt of pꝛide that hym ſelfe was able 
With Artaxerſes to holde a battayle: 
But haſty truſt doth fooles often faple, 
Fo: this Theo was after anone ryght 
Dꝛpuen out of Egipt and yput to ſtyght, 


Artaxerſes purſued hym lo loꝛe 

To koꝛe hys face he durſt nat appere, (moe, 
Fledde into Irabp, myne auctour (aythe no 
Banithed from Egipt , deedly of face a chere: 
And ok hys fate who ſo lyſt to lere, 

He was depꝛiued from kyngly dignite, 

And by foztune caſt from his ropall ſee, 


The.xxv.Chapiter, 


CHowe Impnta of Macedone kyug,had 
by Erudice hys wife, Alylandze, 
Perdica , and Philyppe, 
that were ſlapne. 


AP among other their fates coplainiug 
Th2ough foztunes d2edefull violence, 
There came Ampnta, of Matedone kyng, 
And to John Bochas chewed hys ſentence, 
And to declare hys magnificence 

To Alyſandze,graunde father in his lyfe, 
Hauynge four childzen by Erudice hys wpke, 


The kyꝛſt of them was Alyſandze called, 
And Perdica named the ſeconde, 

The thirde Philyppe in Macedone ſtalled, 
Kpng of Grete lyke as it is founde, 
Whiche in ryches greatly dyd habounde, 
Ind was cke father thys noble warriour, 
ToAlylandze the mighty conquerour, 


Ind oꝛ myne auctour further dothe pꝛocede, 

He maketh a maner ok dilgreſſion 

From his matter, like as pe map rede, 

And gynneth in oꝛder a diſcription 

Ok Macedone, the famous region, 

Amonge Grekes wuteth in elpeciall, 

Ok leuen pꝛouinces, it is the pꝛincipall. 2 
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Teak. Irxxix. 


And ſo pzocedyng he ſayth how that countre With loꝛow x trouble foz to hoztehis dayes, 


Stretches his boundes about hym enuyzon 
Towarde the ſee, which called is Egee, 
Foꝛthe by Achapa towarde Septentrion, 
Aud to Meſſene, weſtwarde it gothe doun: 
And who that can by crafte the coſtes caſt, 
To Dalmatia the name therof dothe laſt, 


In Macedone he dothe alſo vs lere 

Of Olympus ſtandeth the greatmountayne, 
And in that kyngdom is many great mynere 
Ok golde and ſyluer, lyke as bokes ſayne: 
And on that hyll is nouther wynde ne rapne, 
Foz thylke mountapne ſo high dothe attayne, 
That it may nouther blow there ne rayne, 


The kyng Amynta of who J ſpake tofozn, 
Had in Grece many great battayle 
Olympiens in Macedone bozne 

And Jllyziens togyder he dyd aſſaple, 
Though his wiſdom he did alway pꝛeuayle 
But with his enemys whyle he ſtode in ſtrife 
Yys dethe was ſhapen by Erudice hys wife, 


Myne auctour Bochas of her dothdiffine, 
She imagined his deſtruction = 
Bytaule he had another concubine, 

On whom the let all her affection: 

Day let and tyme to hys confuſion 

Fully ozdayned at a mariage, 

He to be layne of one of his linage, 


He had a luſter called Uryone 

Whiche pꝛudently eſpied the manere 

Of Erudice, and ſecretly alone 

Goth to the kyng and tolde hym all yfere: 
And as the ſtoꝛp in oꝛder telleth here, 
Though che fayled that daye ok her empꝛyle, 
She thought to ful fyll it in another wyle. 


Thys to meane, ok her iniquite 

Ok her fraude, and falſe ymaginyng _ 

She was in cauſe thzough her cotrariouſte, 
Of the deſtruction of their myghty kyng: 
Foꝛ the concluſion ofher falle woꝛkyng 

was to haue ſlayne the kyng and all his Iyne, 
She to haue raygned with her concubyne, 


But whan che law ſhe myght nat atcheue 
Her furious purpoſe by none auenture, 

Yer venomous malice vpon her loꝛd to pꝛeue 
On other parties he dyd her buſy cure, 
Enmitees and milcheues to pꝛocure 

Igapne the kynge by moztall fell aſſayes, 


Night and day hys lyfe ſtode euer in d2cde, 
Hymn to betraye the caſt out hoke and lpne, 
And who is he that can oz may take hede, 
Frely to eſcape ,to eſchewe,o2 decline 
Malice of women, whan they be ſerpentine? 
Se an example of thys quene Erudice, 
Voyde of all vertue, and full of enery vice. 


Alas no pzince can beware by other, 

To bꝛidel their nobles with reynes of reſon: 
Duch as commit, alas bothe yp and rother 
Unto Sirenes to row them vp and doun 
Thzoughout Caribdis to theyz deſtruction, 
By tratt of Cyꝛtes alas they wer made nice 
Blynde toremembze vpon thys Erudice, 


Which made Jminta to liue i loꝛow #d2ede, 
To reſt in peace ſuffered him to haue no ſpace 
In thought x trouble his lyfe gan helede, 
Tyl by long pꝛoceſſe deth gan hym manace, 
Pet 02 he died foꝛtune gaue hym grace, 

His eldeſt ſonne by wil dome to oꝛdayne, 
Called Alyſandze hys crowne to attapne. 


Thus Alilandꝛe was hys ſucceſſour, 

Foz Cathynenles gan their rancour lete 
Igaynſt hym, foꝛ he wyth great labour 

By thepꝛ (ufferauuce came to hys ropall (cte: 
And foꝛ to ſet hys realme in quiete 

Firſt with Athenes the myghty ſtrong toun, 
Pꝛouided a peace, ok hie diſcretion, 


And foꝛ to auoyde all ambiguite 

Okolde debates, and ok olde outrage, 

Firſt he lent into that ſtrong cite 

His ſonne Philippe, vong and tender ok age, 
On peace aſſured to lye there foz hoſtage, 
And in that citye , the ſtozie beareth witnes, 
He gan to grow vnto full hye nobles: 


He was committed bnto the diſcipline 

Ok a great duke called Epaminondon, 
— to all vertue his youth made encline: 
Foꝛ of this duke Juſtine maketh mencion, 
By a maner recommendacion 

(Tofozenoz after as by hys auyſe, 
Wag neuer no pꝛynte moze excellent noz wiſe 


Fyzſt he commendeth hys vertuous cozage, 
Dys bye nobleſſe,hys vertuous excellence, 
And by diſcent he bozne was of hye linage, 
And in two thynges concludeth his ſentence: 
Q.ii. Sarth 
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Sapeth that he was ofmoſt magnikicence, 
Egall to Mars by famous chiualry, 
And lonne to Phebus through hye philolophx 


And Bochas here doth hys ſtyle auaunce 
Ful notably, with excellent langage. _ 
And ſayth no treaſour atteyneth in ſubſtaũce 
To thylke richeſſe, auoydyng all outrage: 

As when there is by bonde of mariage 

Lnyt vp a knot atwene excellence 

Of famous knighthode,#x of dame pzudence, 


This knot auaileth moze than golde in cofer, 
Andis moze glozious perpetually to abyde: 
A mighty pzince ought bea Philoſopher 
Whiche can by pꝛudente al vices ſet alyde, 
Foz whan to manhode pzouidence is gyde, 
And vertuous fozcets captayne in the werre, 
Let men well trult that partie may not erre, 


This Epaminonda of knighthod ſuſtenour, 
Carbuncle of vertue as bokes tell con, 

Ok gentel maners called the famous flour, 
And ok high nobleſſe a very wozldly ſon, 
Whoſe knyghtly triumphes be ſo high vp ron 
To Martes palais, with the bleſſed ſouns 
Ol famous trumpettes x golden clariouns. 


Fo: he was called the bꝛight myzrour 
Ofrightfull quarelles the partie to ſuſtene, 
Of extoꝛt wzonges molt iuſt refoꝛmatour, 
Iye egall iuge of entent moſtclene: (ane, 


Whiche neuer coude nothing but truth mea⸗ 


Wolde of cuſtome foꝛ hate noz aliaunce, 
On nouther partie decline the balaunce. 


And to commende hys vertuous pꝛoweſſe, 
Yys pꝛoued triumphes, hys magnanimite, 
Bys marciall actes, hys knyghtly buſyneſſe, 
In the gettyng ok many ſtrong cyte, 

Ind all his labour was foꝛ the commonte: 
Which to augment he woulde neuer ceace, 
Such toy he had the common wele tencreace, 


Thys was alſo hys vlaunce euermoze, 
Vhat euer he gate to part it in largeſle: 
Ok golde noꝛ copne he ſet but lytle ſtoze, 
Fo: all his heart was ſet on gentleneſſe, 
By manly fredome,and playnly to expꝛeſſe, 
Pe ſpared no good, it hewed well in dede, 
Hys true ſeruauntes to helpe in theyz nede. 


He kept nat in cofers hys treaſour, 
Ok his nature he was lo liberall 


Foz to releue eche inanly ſoudiour, 
Suche as were pꝛeued in actes marciall, 
And foꝛ to holde hys feeſt funcrall, 

Ifter his dethe, his ſozie maketh mynde 
He was ſo kre, he lekt nothyng behynde. 


Ill his offices and famous dignities 

And great empꝛiles in hys tyme wꝛought, 
Encreſed frachiles thzough Grece ĩ his citie; 
With liberties by hys pꝛudence out ſought 
Foz common pꝛofit, and foz him felfe nought; 
With great augmenting of ſtrage teritozies, 
All this came in by meane of his victozies, 


And amonge all hys knyghtly excellences, 
By diuers auctours vnto mynde is bzought 
How all hys lyfe he ſtudied in ſciences, 
And vpon connyng ſet holy hys thought: 
By manly pꝛoweſſe of dethe he fered nought, 
That was Gewed as it is well founde, 
The day whã he recepued his dethes wotide, 


He was home bozne vnto hys pauillion, 
Ill his armour with bloude ſtayned reed, 
And on a couche by his men layed downe, 
Ind gan abzayde as he lay halfe deed: 

Sirs (quod he) ot one thyng take heed, 
Hath any enemy thys dape in the felde 
When J was wounded,taken vpmy chelde⸗ 


And when hys knyghtes had tolde hym nay, 
Bya maner of knyghtly retoyſyng 

He them commaunded without moze delaye 
To his pzelence that they Gould it bzyng, 
Ind thervpon full pitouſip lokyng, 

Full iyke a knyght and with moztall chere, 
He kyſſed it, and ſayde as ye hall here, 


Thou were my felow in armes a my bꝛother 
That neuer wouldeſt my felowſhyp fozſake, 
Sure # abyding, ther was nat ſuch another, 
In euerp iournep that J dyd vndertake: 

To me welcome an nee muſt nowe make, 
After my deth my loule hall haue pleſaunte, 
The to be kept yet foza remembꝛaunce. 


Itoꝛe hys dethcas it is put in mynde) 

The lame hour it came to hys memoꝛie, 

To enquire he left it nat behynde, 
Haue wel quod he) this daye had victozic? 
Oz in the kelde who hath þ palme of glozc? 
His knightes he pꝛayed Þ day he ſhould dey, 
The plapne trueth they would to hym = 4 
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And they hym tolde playnly all the raas, 
How his partie had wonne the feld ofmight, 
And with that woꝛde he lo reioyſed was 
That he hys ſpirite yelde vp anone ryght, 
And ſo he died lyke a woꝛthy knyght: 

In who is hewed what aueyleth in ſentence 
Nobles of knighthode,toyned w pzudence, 


And by the meane of hys wyle doctrine 
Philyppe that laye with hym in hoſtage, 
Gan encreace inknyghtly diſcipline, 

Ye wext in vertue ryght as he wext in age, 
Whole father was by furions outrage, 
(Called Alyſandze)as made is mencion, 
Slayne by hys mother by falſe trayſon, 


After whole dethe Perdicca in dede 

The yonger bzother,the ſtozy doth deniſe, 
To the crowne gan linially ſuctede, 
Slayne anone after in full cruell wyſe: 
Suche falſemurder euery man chuld agriſe, 
As ye haue herde firſt of Amynta, 

Of Alpſander, and of kyng Perdicca. 


The.xxvi. Chapter, 


tXHowe the pꝛoude tiraunt Aman was 
hanged,and the innocent 
pzeſerued, 


ye hozrible fall furious foz to rede, 
That foloweth after of p great Aman, 
A ful falſe tyzaiit foũd in wozd a dede, 

And was of byzth a Macedonian. 

Which as the bible full well reherſe can 

Was chefe maiſter (who can well conſcerne) 

With Aſſuerus hys people to gouerne. 


He was exalted hye in pꝛyde | 
Togoddes people moſt contrarious, 
YyShatefull venym he lyſt nat foz to hyde, 
But lyke a tiraunt moſt malicious 

Of wyltul rancour fell and diſpitous, 


Fully diſpoſed, and coud him nat withdꝛawe 


To deſttoy the Jewes and theyz holy lawe, 


To hys entent he gate auctoꝛitie 

By hys ſubtell falle compaſſyng, 

Sent out letters into eche countrie 
Thzugh al Perce by biddyng ofthe kyng 
That hye and low within the land dwellyng 
No wight except, that people all abont 
Should vnto Aman obey,knele,and lout. 


Taf. xt. 


Thys was the byddyng ol kyng Iſſuere 
Vyhan quene Uaſty was voyded foz her pꝛide 
Ind Heſter choſen a mayde moſt entere, 
Was bꝛought to court with þ kyng to abyde 
Which had in youth foꝛ to be her gyde 

A wozthy Jewe, called Mardoche 

Within Dulis a fayze large cite, 


By whole counſaile euery thyng ſhe wzought 
Paſſyng fayze, and of great mekeneſſe, 

And when the Enukes to þ king her bzought 
She was accepted foꝛ her great fayzeneſſe 
Unto hys grace, her ſtoꝛpe beareth witneſſe: 
Ind there cheriſhed ineſpectall, 

Aboue all the maydens in the court ropall. 


Ind of all Perce ſhe was crowned quene, 

A pees commaunded thꝛough al tho regions, 
Duryng the feaſt that men might lene 

The kynges nobley in cities and touns, 

Ind of thys feaſt the ryche royall louns 
Came to the eares of ſimple Mardoche, 
Whiche came with other the maner foz to le. 


Tofoze the palays as he dyd abyde 

With other Jewes in hys company, 

Ok happe as he caſt hys care aſyde, 

He ok two pozters the counſaile dyd eſpp, 
How they them caſt by falſe conſpiracie 

To llee the kyng, ſomeday of the pere, : 
Like their entent whan they foũd beſt leiſere. 


Whan Mardocheus pꝛudently gan fele 
The ſecrete malice oftheyz compaſſyng, 

Ok compaſſion he would it nat concele; 

But made Yeſter diſcure it to the kyng: 
Wherof conuict they were led to hangyng, 
As me ſemeth a competent guerdone 

Foz all that falſely ymagine ſuche treaſone, 


By which meane the ſayd Mardoche 

Was wel accepted to the kyng Xſſuere, 
Lykely alſo to ſtande at liberte 

Out of the malyce and fell daungere 

Ol curſed Iman, which made hym no there: 
But compaſſed in full fell manere, - 

Hym to diſtroy and Jewes all yfere. 


{Thys Mardocheus the Byble tell can, 

Witbdꝛew hym ſelfe to do reuerence 

Unto thys tyꝛaunt this frowarde Iman, 

Lyke as the ſtatute comaunded in ſentence: 

Whiche thing tauenge by frowarde violence, 

This Iman made of a to be ſet 
An. 


Ifoze 
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Ifoze the palais,a myghty (ronge gybet. 


But who that caſt hym todo bengeaunce, | 
Ind innocentes foz to oppꝛeſſe with mygyt, 
And wylfull malice, tagrege theyz greuaunce 
As God were blynde a had of them no ſyght, 
But at the laſt he wyll of very ryght 

Punych the pzoude foz furious violence, 
The pooze ſuppoꝛtyng koz theyz pactence, 


As Mardocheus by innocent lyuyng 

By meane of Heſter, and her great mekenes, 
Fccepted was to Aſluere the kyng, 

The lawe ol Jewes let in moze lurenes: 
Frowar de Aman foz hys curſednes 
Uengeable ok pꝛide( in the bible ye mape lee) 
Was hye enhanged vpon a galowe tree. 


Mardocheus of pzudence and realon 
The furious daunger of Aman let alyde, 
Pꝛelerued hys people frodeſtruction 
Che tyꝛaunt hanged fozhys frowarde pꝛide: 
Thus can our lozde hys iudgementes deuide 
When he lceth tyme, moſt mighty a puiſſaũt, 
Suppoꝛt the ſimple punyche the tyꝛaunt. 


The. xx vii. chapter. 


Ok the two bzethzen Artarerſes and Cy- 
rus, and howe Artaxerſes flew 
his childzen and concubines, 
and howe they ended. 


A Fter the fall of Iman doubtles, 

hc he beſt wed to haue be i his flours, 
Tofoze John Bochas came Artaxerleg, 
Moſt renomed in his time of conquerours: 
Which gan declare his (odeyn Charpe hours, 
LOith all the parcels of his moztal papne, 
Which that foztune agayne him gan ozdayne 


This Artaxerſes, as put is in memozye, 

All other pꝛynces excelled in rycheſſe, 
Whiche in hys chare famous of glozpe, 

And with hys trone of wozldlye hye nobleſſe, 
Sate in his tyme (the ſtoꝛy beareth wytneſſe) 
Higheſt exalted p was of any kyng, (thynge 
That he choulde fall was it nat an vncouth 


Hynges he had vnder his obepſaunce, 

In hundzed, pꝛouintes, twentie a eke ſeuen, 
Don vnto Darp, pzince ot moſte puiflaunce, 
Bis fame dꝛede moꝛe than fyꝛy leuen: 

None lo mighty vnder the ſtarred heauen 


Accompted was that tyme in warre and pecs 
As was this kyng called Artaxerſes. 


He had a bꝛother that named was Cyzus, 
Out ok one ſtocke came thepꝛ bothe lynes, 
But AFrtarerles(the ſtoʒy telleth thus) 
Was loꝛde of graynes, ok oyle, and of wineg 
And had allo by diuers concubines 

An hundꝛed chuldꝛen, ipke as it is tolde, 
And fiftene ouer,tofoze oz he were olde. 


Ok bothe bzethzcn the power laſt farre, 
Duryng theyz tyme ſtode in full hye eſtate, 
Pet atwene them was ful moztall warre, 
Agayne nature, an bnkyndly debate: 

Foz thylke warres be moſt infoztunate 
Whan blode w blod(let no man deme other) 
Lyſt warrey,as bzother agaynſt bꝛother. 


And finally cauſe why thys warre gan 
Itwene theſe bzethzen as made is mencton, 
Thꝛough whiche debate died many a man, 
The grounde of all and firſt occaſion 

Was onely thys,toz ſucceſſion: 

After king Dary reigning in Perce # Meds 
Whiche of them twapne Goulde next (uccede, 


But Artaxerſes by a maner p2outdence 


Put his bzother pꝛiuelp tn pziſon, 

That he ne ould make no defence 

Noz gather people to hys deſtruction: 
{This yonge Cyꝛus, as made is mention, 
Was faſt ſtocked and eke as it is tolde, 
That his ſtockes and fetters were ol golde. 


And though it be nat remembꝛed in Bochas 
Howe that Cyꝛus eſcaped fro pzyſon, 

Pet allo ſoone as he delyuered was 
Thzough Perce # Mede rydyng bp a doun, 
De gadered people,ofentention 

Thzough olde hatred hys bꝛother taſſaple, 
The felde aſſigned, they mette in battayle, 


Wher Cy2us pꝛoudly put hym ſelfe in pꝛees 
To chewe hys manhode in ſpectall, 
Sought his bꝛother called Frtaxerſes, 
And gaue to bym a wounde ful moztall, 
Without frend@yp oz fauour fraternall: 
That Artaperſes his wounde = ſo ake, 
Conſtrapned was the felde to (ozſake, 


And Cy2us than furious as a Lyon 
Dys aduerſaries gan moꝛtally to wake, 
But falle foztune full of colluſton a 
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Under faynt \milyng a mow gan him make, 
Whiche cauſed, alas, ; he that day was take, 
Jfoze ywounded it woulde be none other, 
Ind then pzelented to his vnkynde bzother, 


And though this Cyꝛus had afoze be found 
ponge, kreche, luſty, and manly of his honde, 
By the conſtrapnt of his moztall wounde, 
he dyed anone fox he no ſuccour fonde: 

Than the two kingdomes win Perce londe 
Fyll to the handes of Irtaxerſes, 

In whiche after he liued longe in pees. 


* Thus a great ſpate like a mighty kyng 

All — he helde vnder his obepſaunce, 

By kamous nobles full gloziouſlp Chinyng, 
Hauyng of riches moſt fulſom abundaunce: 

Ind as it is put in remembꝛaunce, 

* (Tomoze encreaſe of his pꝛoſperitie, 

Jn true wedlocke he had ſonnes thze, 


The fy2\t of them called Darius, 

Jrobzatus named the ſeconde, 

And the thirde named was Othus, 

Manly pꝛynces, like as it is founde: 

Ind ok nature lyke as the kyng was bound, 
* Unto Dary,as made is mencion, 

Aboue echone he had affection, 


Ind fo2 he deinpt him able to the warre 
By likelyhode, of peres pong and grene, 
He caſt fully his nobles to pzefarre 

Of hye pꝛudence, thus he dide mene, 

His impotente to ſuppoꝛt and luſtene: 

Fo: he was feble in Perce to raygne alone, 
He let vp Dary with him in his trone, 


Whiche was a thing ſtfaunge # contrarious 
Igayne the cuſtome of Perciens vlaunce, 
But he ſuppoſed his ſonne Darius — _ 
Shoulde in ſuche caſe encreaſe and aduatce 
His fathers partp, ot naturall attendaunce, 
And chew vato him trouth and kyndnes, 
His impotence to cherythe of gentlenes, 


But in eſtates oft it dothe thus fall, 

VD han that pꝛynces be runne farre in age, 

Their childꝛens lone ayen the dothe appall, 
Shewyng no frendſhyp laue foz avauntage, 

How that they may reioyce their heritage: 

Ind in ſuche caſe whan they were ſtronge, 

Thinke their fathers liue all to longe. 


Ind Artaxerſes ſtode in the lame caas, 
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AIs in the tozp plapnly pe ſhall fynde, 

By rehearſaple and wzityng of Bochas, 
How this Dary was falſe and eke vnkynde, 
Fozgetfull,and hadnothing in mpnde 

How his father, the trouth ro reherte, 

Hath made hi equal w him to raign in Perce 


And to declare the firſt occaſion, 
To his father how the ſayd Dary 
By a — — of ——— 

an in his wozkyng foz to be contrary 
Whiche to diſcure I wyll no lenger tary: 
But wpth my penne in all haſte pꝛocede, 
Here todiſcriue how it fell in dede. 


Artarerſes among hys concubynes 
tis remembꝛed how that he had one, 
hiche ko to reken wyues and byzgynes; 
Was fayzeſt holde of them euerychone, 
Called Irthaſia of full yoze agone: 
Ind was that tyme, her beauty to diſcryue, 
Among the Perciens the fayzeſt holde alpue, 


And though che were y2un farre in age 

Lyke as bokes lyſt ofher erpzeſſe, 

Both of colour and alſo of vyſage 

She kept her beauty, # her natyfe frecheneg, 
Whyche was afozetoz her ſemelines 

To the ſayd Cyꝛus bziefly totermpne, 
Chole long atoze to be his concubyne. 


But whan thys Cyꝛus was paſſed into fate 
Which foꝛ his bꝛother might not liue in pees, 
Inone bpon woythout lenger date 

She was take vp fozkyng Artaxetſes, 
Becauſe the was of beauty pearles, 

After long tyme when he fell in age, 

She claymed was by title of heritage 


Ofkyng Dary by hys fathers lyue, 
Faynyng his clayme by ſucceſſion, 

And though his father agayn it dyd ryue: 
And thus began as made is mencion, 

Ok their debate the fyzſt occalion: 

Foz Dary caſt all be he bare it ſtyll, 

Her to reioyce agayne hys fathers wyll. 


And to accomplyſhe falſely his entent 

Ok her to haue full poſſeſlion, : 
Toaffozce his party he made thys argument 
Cy2ug(quod he) as made is mencion 
Raygnyng in Perce that mighty tegion, 
And this ſtoꝛy dothe playnly determpne, 


Foz her beuty made her hys concubyne, 
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And after time whan Cyꝛus =o dede Him ſelkto auenge of this dilnatural wzong, 

Artarerſes his father ye may le, | 

— — — in Perce it is no dꝛede, Foz Artaxerſes lyke as the cale tho ſtode, 

Lyſt her to clayme eke foz her great beauty: Thought it late well to his high nobleg 

Ind ſo quod Dary) che longeth now to me To be venged vpon vnkynde bloude, 

Betaule ſhe is ſo pleaſaunt to my ſyght, Fozlawe,nature,decrees,rightwiſencs, 

By ſucceſſion J will her clayme ofryght, And all ſtatutes dampne vnkyndnes: 
Wherby this kyng occaſion did finde 

Thus kyng Dary to his father ſayde Apen his childzen,becaule they were vnkynd, 

He would haue Arthaſia the fapze, | : 

And therwithall Artaxerſes gan abzayde Some men deme how great multitude 

And aunlwered with face debonayze: Ok many childze maketh a man ſtronge, 

My ſonnecquod he) J will not becontrayze But therupon plainly to conclude, 

To thy delire, but of affection, Vertue is cauſe if he dwell them among: 


Deliuer her to thy poſſeſſion, But it their coꝛage enclyneth vnto wzonge, 
And vycious life do their bꝛydle lede, 

Ok his pꝛomile he after gan repent The greater number the wozle they do ſpede 

Caſt hym to make another cheuiſaunce, | 

And ſecretely his concubine he lent A'p2ogeny bozne of a curſed lyne, 


Called Irthaſiacas made is remembzaunce) May thzough his frowarde falle infection, 
And thꝛough his ſleyghty purueyaunce, Out ward of trouth though they chyne 
Unto the tẽple, ſuch meanes he hath ſought, Under appearaunce and ſimulation, 
Ok great Appollo þ che in haſte was bzought Infect and cozrupt all a region: 

Foz it is layd of full olde langage, 
Where ſhe was veyled # made a pzeſtereſſe =Frute of ſoure trees take a ſoure tarage, 
After the rites, playnly and the gyle | 
Ofolde panyms, by a maner holines, This was well Gewed in Artaxerſes, 
And there p2ofeſſed foz to do ſeruice = That (uffred his bꝛother dye at milchele: 
As their ſtatutes conſtrayne and deuiſe: Bledyng his wounde left him helpeles, 
During her life it might none other be, Whyche to his name (hall euer be repzefe, 
She bounde was to liue in chaſtite. Thus bloude vnkynde hath euer euil pzete, 
8 Foz all the childꝛen fro his ſtocke dilcended 
This thing was wꝛought by compaſſyng Were curſed euerichone as here is remEbzed, 
Of Irtaxerles by frowarde ieloſp, 


Wyerof Dary the yonge luſty kyng Their ſtocke was lyꝛſt contagious of nature, 

Wext almoſt wode whan he did it eſpy, Thegrefes frowarde were great in number, 

And gan compaſſe of melancholy Whiche ok aſſent did their bulp cure 

Furious rancour, and haſty cruelte, By kalle treaſon their father to encomber: 

Upon his father auenged foz to be. But there is no ſhade noꝛ no couert bmber 
So clolely kept namely of falſe gyle, 

Ind his party of koꝛte to ſuſtene But the venym wyll chew out ſome whple; 


With him he had(the ſtoꝛy maketh minde) | 

Dis bꝛethꝛen in baſt an hũdꝛed and fiftene, Ind thus the death contagiouſly conſpyzed 
Which to their father were kalle and vnkind: Ol Artaxerſes ſythe ago full poꝛe, 

Ok all this number wereleftnone behynde Wheron to auenge his hart was ſo kyꝛed 


That fco this purpoſe ones lyſt diſſent, Ok turious y2e and ybzent ſo ſoze, 

Yys death of one will they al aſſent, That he not coulddefarre it now nomoze: 
: | But with his meyny fyll on them anone, 

pet of this ſtraunge falſe conſpyzacy Oz they were ware, a ſlew thfenerychone, 

Attaxerſes had a knowledgyng, 

Although the ſtoꝛy dothe not ſpecify Deſlough alſo all hys concubynes, 


How, ne by whom he had therof wyttyng: That wer their mothers of who J told tofomn 
Foz whiche in haſte he made no faripng, Suffred none to liue of their lynes, 


To gader meyny a make him ſelfe tronge, So ok F lynage he hath the wede 0 Foun? 
ol 
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Founde among all no grayne of good cozne, 
Couyct by doome whan they were pzeſented, 
To his death how echone they were aſſented, 


His clothes ſpꝛent with the vnkynd bloude 
Of his chyldzen whiche he dyd chede, 

After whoſe death in great miſchefe ye ode, 
Ind ſo in ſoꝛow his lyfe he did lede, 

Dyed after in milchefe and in dzede: 

Death quyt w death, a rage with rage, 

Lo here the fyne of his vnweldy age, 


¶ Lenuop. 


T Dis tragedy afoze declareth here 

The great outrage of vikyndnes, i 
Betwene two bzethzene raignyng both yfere, 
Jn Perte lande, as ye haue heard expꝛeſſe: 
Tyll deuiſion of all miſchefe maiſtreſſe, 
Gan enter in th2ough fraternall hatrede, 
Whyche agayn kynd deſtroyed their kinrede, 


The warre aroſe contagious foz to lere, 
Thzoughe all Perce of moztall frowardnes, 
Of Cy2us death rehearlyng the manere, 
How helpeleſſe he dyed in diſtrelle: 

And how the nũber of bꝛethzen did the dzeſſe, 


Ata. cu. 


To lea their father, the ſtoꝛy ye may rede, 
Cauſyng an ende of all theyz whole kynrcde. 


Kyng Artaxerſes with a froward chere 
His iniuries and wzonges to redꝛeſſe, 
Slough hys childze, their mother ene yfere, 
Spared not one of froward curſcd es: 

By whiche occaſion toke a great ſic@enes, 
After dyed in miſchefe and in dꝛede, 
Caulyng an ende ot all his whole kyn:ede, 


Lo here a ſozowe not particulere, 

Foꝛ thzough all Perce ran the curſednes, 
The croked fame ſpꝛed bothe farre and nere 
Ok this vengeable haſty fell woodnes: 

The apꝛe entecting w ſlaunderous blacknes, 
To chew of vengeaunce the cõtrarious mede 
Ok bloud vnkynde bozne of one kynrede, 


Noble pꝛinces lift vp your eyen clere, 

And conlider by great auiſenes 
The wokull ſtryues, the odious fell daũgere, 
Sowen in kinredes of wilfull ſtraungenes: 
Ok all rancoure pour courage do redzelle, 
Peyſyng the miſcheues folowyng in dede, 
Ot bloude vnkinde bozne of one kynrede; 


The ende of the thirde boke, 


The Pꝛologue. 


— 


$2 olde, | 
, Mooſte delectable of krecheneſſe in 
— ctadtynge, | 

Ind moſte goodiye and glozious to beholde, 
In colde and heate lengetabidyng 
Chaunge ofſeaſons may do it no hyndzyng: 
And where lo be that men dyne oz faſt, 

The moze men taſte the lenger it will laſt, 


=== Ruite of wꝛitynge let in Cronicles 


It doth courages renue agayne & glade, 
Whiche may be called frute of the tree of lyke, 
So parmanable that it will neuer fade, 

To the fiue wittes greateſt reſtozatyfe: 
And to their pleaſaice moſt chefe confoztatife 
Foz of nature whan they be quicke # goode 
They of this frute take their naturall foode. 


Juctours hereon concluden and eke aſſent 
How that wzityng of his kyndly right 
Dothe loued perſons x likeneſſes repzeſent 
Dffrendes abſent leuered farre fro lyght, 
Darkenes of abſence1s clered with the light 
Thus frute of wutyng hath his auauntages, 
Of folkes karre ot to pꝛelent the pmages. 


Lawehad periſhed nad be waityng, 

Our fayth appalled nere vertue of ſcripture, 
Foz all religion and oꝛder of good liuyng 
Takethy their example by doctrine of lecture: 
Fo: wziting cauſeth with helpe of poꝛtrature 
Thinges darked ofolde that were begon, 
To be remembzed with this celeſt iall ſon, 


God let wꝛityng and letters in lentence 
Agapne the dulneſſe ok our infirmite, 

This wozld to enlumpne by craft of eloquece 
Canon, Ciuple, philolopyp:theſe thze 
Confirmed fraunchiſes of many ſtrong citee: 
Couenaũtes aſſeled, trouthes of olde aſſured, 
Nad wzityng be myght not haue endured, 


Diligence chefe tryumphatryce 

Of — — llouthe, 

Eke of inemozy vpholder and nouryce, 

And regiſtrer to ſuppoſayle of trouthe 

Yath of olde labour # els were great routhe 
B2ought thinges paſſed notable in lubſtaũce, 
Onelp by wzityng to newe remembꝛaunce. 


Wꝛityng is cauſe that hereto is remembꝛed 
Lyfe of Pꝛophetes and patriarkes olde, 
How the apoſtles a martyzs were diſmebzed 
Foz Chziltes fayth his banner vp to holde: 


Jad wzityng cheweth tofoze as J you tolde, 
Df conkeſſours the great ſtedtaunes, 
And of vyꝛgyns the virgynall clenneſſe. 


Like to a tre whyche euery pere beareth frute 
Shewyng hys beuty w bloſſoms and flours, 
Night lo the fode ok our in ward refute 

By diligence of theſe olde doctours, 

And dayly frute of their faythfull labours, 
Haue our courages foſtred and paſtured, 
By wz2ityng only which hath ſo long endured 


The Epigrames whilom periſhed had 

Ok pꝛudent Pꝛolper that was lo vertuous, 
And of Senecke the tragedies ſad 

The ſtratagemes of Uegecius 

Kebuke in vyces of noble Percius 

Jf in olde wzityng had ben founde a lacke, 
Theſe ſayd thynges had farre be put abacke, 


Wiityng cauſed Poetes torecure 

A name eternal,the laurer whan they wan, 
In adamant graue perpetually to endure; 
Reco2de J take of Uy:gyll Mantuan, 
That wꝛote pᷣ armes a pꝛowes of the man 
Called Eneas whan he of hyghcozage, 
Came into Itaple from Dido of Cartage. 


Thee famous bokes this auctoz liſt rompple, 
Eneidos fyꝛſt, whiche that dyd ercell 

In rethoꝛyke by loueraynte ok ſtyle: 

He dꝛanke ſuch plenty, this poete as men tell, 
Ok the ſtremes p ran downe from the well 
Wꝛought by tho ſiſters that be in nũber nyne, 
P2owes of knighthode moſt clerely to termin 


Fo in that boke he caſt not foz to faple 
With voyce melodious to dilcriue aryght, 
The great conqueſt of Rome and of Jtayle 
Wꝛought by Enee the manly tropan knyght, 
hole verſe notable gaue ſo clere a lyght 
Thzough all the wozlde as in Rethozyke 
That among poetes was none to hym lyke, 


De wꝛote alſo this poete wyth hys hande 
By humble ſtyle other bokes twapne, 

One ofpaſture,the next of tylthe of lande, 
The verle coueyed w fete of meters playne: 
By which thꝛe labours a palme he did attain 
To make hys name th2ough dities dilectable 
Aboue poetes to be moſt commendable, 


Wꝛityng of poetes hath ſet Win his clos 
Coquelſt ot knyghthode, their triũph & — 
ea 


The Pꝛologue. 


Reade in Ouide Metamoꝛphoſeos 

The great wonders, the tran\mutacions, 
The mozall menyng,Þ vncouth concluſions 
His boke de Ponto, and wyth great diligence 
Fullmany a piſtle coplaynyng foz abſence, 


Of craft of loue a boke he hath compyled 
1Wherof Ceſar had full great diſdapne, 
Wyyche was caule that he was eriled 

To abide in Ponto and neuer turne agapne: 
And yet he did his labour in tertayne 

In hope of grace his wittes to apply, 

To wꝛite a boke of loues remedy, 


Wꝛityng of olde with letters aureate, 
Labour of poetes doth hyghly magnify, 
Keeo2de on Petrarke in Rome laureate 
Vyiche of two foztunes wꝛote the remedy: 
Certayne egloges and his colmography, 
Ind a great conflyct whiche men may ſe, 
Ok his quarelles within hym ſelke ſecre. 


he wꝛote ſeuen plalmes of great repentaũce, 
And in his Iflrytze commended Scipion, 
Ind wꝛote a boke of his ignozaunce 

Bya maner ok exculation: 

Ind ſet a notable compplacion 

Upon the life called ſolitary, 

To which this wozld is kroward a contrary. 


Thus by wꝛityng he gate him ſelfe a name 
Perpetually to be in reinembꝛaunce, 

Det and regiſred in the houle of fame, 

And made cpiſtles of full high lubſtaunce, 
Called Sine titulo:# moze himſelf to auaũce 
Of famous women he wꝛote the excellence 
Greſylde pꝛeferryng foz her great pacience. 


Wꝛityng alſo remembzed hath how Troy 
Deſtroyed was lithe gone many a pere 
The death of Ectoꝛ chefe pyller of their ioye 
And foꝛ the party of Grekes wzote Omere, 
Whiche in his wzityng was particulere: 
Foz to Achilles that w2ought al by fraude 
Aboue Ecto2 he gaue a linguler laude, 


Wꝛityng cauſeth the chapelet to be grene 
Bothe of Eſope and of Juuenall, 
Dauntes labour it dothe allo luſtene 

By a repoꝛt very celeſtiall, _ 

Songe among Luinbardes in eſpectall, 
Whoſe thꝛe bokes the great wonders tell, 
Of heupn aboue,of purgatozy,and of hell, 
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Men by wꝛityng knowe the myꝛacles 

Dt bleſled layntes and of their holtnes, 
Wedicyne,ſalue,and eke obſtacles 

Geyne moztal woundes a great lickencs 
Kecreacion and ſolace in diſtres 

Quiet in labour, in pouerte paciente, 

And in riches ryght, trouth, and conlcience. 


Shoztnes of lyfe and foꝛgetfulneg, 

The wytte of man dull and aye flydyng, 
Negligence and frowarde ydlenes, 

Echone ſtepmother to ſcience and cunnyng, 
That J dare (ay nad be foz wzityng 

Onely oꝛdeyned foꝛ our aduauntages 

Dead were memozy and mind paſſed of ages 


And thus in chefe the cauſes afoze tolde 
Meuyng the hart of Bochas to waityng, 
Ind to remembze by many ſtozics olde 

The eſtate ot pꝛynces in chares high littyng, 
Ind foꝛ vyces their vnware fallyng: 
Geuyng example as J affyzme dare, 

Ok falſe foʒtune how they ſhall beware. 


His firſt thze bokes be full clere myꝛrours 
Fully accopliſhed as Bochas vndertoke, 
The cauſe of fallyng of many conquerours 
Onelp, foꝛ trouth and vertue they fozſoke: 
Foꝛ which min auctoz toward his fourth boke 
Gan Carpe his pen to his eternall fame, 
Onely by wzityng to get him (clfe a name, 


Myne auctour Bochas that ſo much coude, 
Beginneth here to make a pꝛoceſſe 

Again the outrage of pꝛinces Þ were pꝛoud, 
Which wer bꝛought low foꝛ their frowardnes 
And notablye remébzeth that mekenes 
Whiche ſtandeth whole in one a doth cotune, 
Is aye franchiſed from daunger of foztune, 


But he in maner doth recapitle agayne 

The fall of many that ſate in hye ſtages, 
How they foꝛ vyces ſtode aye in no certayne: 
Came to miſchefe foꝛ their great outrages 
Remembꝛyng firſt of Pꝛyam the domages 
How he loſt ſceptre and regaly 

Fo: ſuſteynyng of falſe auoutry. 


The fall rehearſyng of Aſtyages : 
That gaue his daughter whilom in mariage 
To one that was called Cambiſes, 
A poꝛe man boꝛne of lowe lynage: 

Foz he chould haue none auauntage 


The pꝛologue. 


In no maner nether in right ne wꝛong 
By rebellion agayne him to be ſtrong. 


Foꝛ me tofozne had had a vylion 

How there Gould one pꝛocede of his lyne, 
Whiche ould him put out of his region 
And cauſe him in miſchele foꝛ to fpne: 

But pet foztune could him vadermyne 
That all his wiſdome ſtode in none auayle, 
Foz agayne god pzeuayleth nocounſaple, 


It nedeth not his ſtoꝛy to reherce, 
Noz the maner of his vahappy chaunce, 
Noz the fallyngof Cyꝛus kyng of Perce, 


Hoꝛ ofking Tarquin foz his miſgonernaice- 
Though Bochas here put thẽ in remebzaiice, 
Foz as me ſemeth it were a thing in vayne 
A thyng ones tolde to tell it new agapne. 


And he liſt not now to be retcheles 

New agapne to make rehearſayle 

Ok the kyng called Artaxerſes, 

Sithe it is tolde what Gould it moze auayle; 
But he pꝛoceadeth ſtrayght vato Jtayle, 
To their ſtoꝛies and beginneth here, 

At Marchus Manlius a romapn coſulere 


The ende of the Pzologue, 


The fourth boke, 


Hovve Marcus Manlius vrought and 


dyd foꝛ Rome towne,and at the laſt he was by the commons 
taſt into Tybꝛe and there dꝛowned. 


¶ The fyꝛſt Chapter. 


SX5 Hilome in Rome there was a 
great lynage 
4 Called Manloyes of reno- 


* 
* 


Was the tymes by iuſt election, 
Made Conluler of that woꝛthy toun, 


Which to the commons greatly dyd auaple: 
He diuers tymes fo2 the townes ryght 
Faught in his dayes many ſtronge battaple, 
And ape pꝛeuapled thzough his great might: 
And in the felde by a lynguler fyght 
Outraped hys enempe, lpke as it is tolde, 
And toke fram hym a ryche bye of golde. 


Toꝛques in Latyn in Englyche is a bye 

A cercie ot golde which that Marcus wan, 
Bꝛought it home thzough his chiualrye: 
And of To2ques he was called than 
Marcus Tozquatus, a thus the name gan 
He to be talled the ſtoꝛy telleth vs, 
Amonge Romayns Tozquatus Manlius. 


And he woulde okte ieopart good and lyfe, 
Foz the citie, entre the felde alone, 

Ind there conquered foz a pꝛerogatile 
Sondzie crownes with many a ryche Cone; 
Wan tunicles ofgolde many one, | 
Foz thylke tyme foz dyuers hyghe empiſes 
Were crownes made, in many ſondzy wiles, 


 Fozas Aul.Gellius maketh mencion, 

Ther wer in Rome deuiſled ſtrange crowns 

Fo2 ſuche as had foughten foz the toun, 

Ay fo their labour receyued theyꝛ guerdons: 

By a pꝛerogatiue called champions, 

Which ſondzy tymes ol manhode # ok might, 

Jeoparded the yz lyues foz the townes __ 
mes, 

Like theyz deſertes ficrownes toke theyꝛ na- 


Foz ſome of the wer called Triumphal, 
Poue vnto knyghtes foz theyꝛ noble fames: 
Other allo called Oblidionall (ral, 
In Romayne tonge, æ ſome ther were Mu⸗ 
Eke other twayne Nauall and Caſtrence, 
Ind all they were of great excelence, 


The triumphall made were ok golde 

Oltred in triumphes to wozthy emperours, 
Set with laphyꝛs and rubies manyfolde, 
Upon the hedes of myghty conquerours: 
And whan Kome was chynyng in his flours 
That crowne called w bꝛãches burned fayze 
In they2 vulgar the Jureate cozonay2e, 


The Obſidionall of whiche J ſpake tofoꝛne, 
Deuiled were as bokes ſpecifye, (coꝛne 
Crownes notable wzoughte lyke greyne oz 
Poue vnto pzices which though their chiual⸗ 
Reſcued ſieges, and ſaued the partye: (rye 
Ok them that were tloled ſtreyte within, 

Thzongh their pꝛowes a crowne toz to win, 


Inother crowne that called was Murall, 
Was geuen and graunted by the emperour 
To hym that firſt wan vpon the wall 

At any liege, and there abode the hour 
Fightyng alone in hope ol ſome luccour: 

And he that might ſuche a bꝛunt ſuſtene, 
Shuld of Laurer weare a crowne of grene. 


Nauall crownes whilom were o2dayned 
Foz them that fought manly on the lee, 
When their Gyppes were togeder cheyned; 
He that of manhode and marciall ſurete 
Upon his enemyes made firſt entre 

Receyue Goulde in all the peoples ſyght, 
Kone lyke a tother, a crowne clere a b2yght, 


The erowne nert which called is Caſtrence, 
Was geuen of cuſtome to Þ manly knyght 
That liſt auaũce hi thꝛough his magnificece, 
Hoſtes aſſembled ieopart _ of myght 
e : T 5 
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Tofozne all other entre into fyght: 
Shoulde eke receyue his nobles foz to queme 
A ſtarred crowne made lyke a diademe. 


The crowne allo whiche called was Ouall 
Toke firſt name ol iope and gladneſle, 
Whiche kynges a pꝛinces in actes marciall 
Uſed lometyme in thyz iopous nobleſſe, 
At lodapne lctrimiches of caluall haſtineſſe: 
As when they venquiſhed pꝛoudlp i battaile, 
Suche as their highnes vnwarly W 4 
| aple. 
Ind fo2 they were ol power inuincible, 
Their noble crownes wer ſeriouliy wzought 
Okmpꝛte bꝛaunches whiche ben imputrible, 
Enduryng euer and cozrupt nought: 
Foz this wozde Ouall,yf it be well ſought 
Is ſayde ofgladnes as put is in memone, 
Oꝛdapned foz pꝛinces atter their victoꝛie. 


Inother crowne called Cyuica 

Ok oken bowes was made rounde # pleyne, 
Oꝛdapned foz them whiche pꝛo re publica 
Coude in battayle reſcue a citezeyn, 

And lle hys enemy that was a fozeyn: 

Oft mighty oke he ſhould foz manhede 
Clayme to weare a crowne vpon his hede. 


And lyke as knightes in marciall delytes 
Foꝛ common pꝛofite dyd hem ſelfe auaunce, 
So foꝛ they2 noble victoꝛious merites 

The Romapne people had a great plealaũce, 
With ſondꝛye crownes mercial in lubſtaunce, 
F02 to guerdon their knightes moſt famous, 
Myne auctour recozde called Jul. Gelliug, 


Imonge other that dyd his buly payne 
Suche crownes manly to recure, 
Marcus Manlius in manhod ſouerapne 
Put oft his lyte in moꝛtal auenture: 

Foz in hys fozce ſo muche he dyd aſſure, 
That he deſerued ful yoze agone 

Ok thele lapde crownes many mo than one. 


Ind to thencreace ok his noble fame, 

He dyd a thyng bothe manly and deuine, 
Yherby that he gate hym a ſurname 

To be called Marcus Capitolpne: 

Wuhiche aboue all his names dyd chpne, 
Whan he alone, wherby he is commended, 
The Capitole from enemies hath defended, 


Phan they of Frauncehad take the cite, 
Put all Rome at miſchefe vnto flyght, 


Lhe fourth boke. 


Ind layde awayte with a great meyne 
The Capitole foz to take at nyght, 

By a pallage that laye farreout of iyght, 
Under a roche called Carmenton, 

They: caue entred into the che fe dongeon, 


They were ſhꝛouded vnder a darke vale 
With oꝛdinaunce, and myghty violence, 
Towarde mydnight the wall foz to ſcale, 
Moſt couertly them keppng inlilence, 
Dempt playnly foz lackyng of reſiſtence, 
That they choulde maugre tho within 
Their hour aſſigned the Capitole to wpn, 


But the gees that were within cloſe, 

The waker foules by noyle of thepz compnge 
Gan beate theyz wynges,# vpanone aroſe, 
Wherby this Marcus tnhys bed lipng 
Gan tabꝛayde and made no tariyng, 

Toke his harneſſe mot furious and wzothe, 
Ind to the walles in all haſt he gothe, 


And he that came firſt vpon the wall 

Ok very fozce without moze tariyng 
DPovone into Tybze he made hym to fall, 
And all hys felowes buſy in lcalyng 

With chelde oz pauis oꝛ ladders vp reyſyng, 
Thys manly Marke ſhoꝛtly ts cöpzehende, 
Into the klode made them to dilcende. 


Unto the dethe ok hym they were abaued, 
Fo: by his knighthode and his hie renoun 
Maugre all them the Capitole he ſaued, 
And atter ward reſcaed all the toun: 

Foꝛ the foztune in concluſioun 

LOhich that tyme dyd vnto hym fall, 
Capitolinus men dyd hym after call, 


And foz he was ſo victozious, 

Hym ſelfe alone by thys hye victozye, 

Thys name he gate to hym and al hys houſe, 

Perpetually to be in memozye: 

And regiſtred in the conſiſtozye, 

In they2 cronicles hys name determined, 
ith golden letters tobeenlumined, 


And the gees of whome TJ ſpake alſo, 

That lo well kept watche vpon the nyght, 
Ptake were and offered vnto Juno 
Solempnely with great toꝛches lyght: 

To whome allo it graunted was of ryght 
Whan a famine made theyz ſtoze to fayle, 
{They ſpared were and take fozno — 4 
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And thus was Marke a myghtye coquerour Ind foz his gylt tõmaunded hyin to pꝛtlone, 


Woꝛſhypped in Rome, all beyng of aſſent, 


But whan ſome folke be ſet in great honour Which was in maner hyndꝛyng to hys name 


Sotime it happeth they hold the nat content, 
With couetyſe their hertes be ſoblent; 

Fro ſuffiſaunce aboue they: degrees 

To lurmonte to higher dignities, 


Ind in him lelfe gan frowardly pzetende 
In that cite all other to tranſcende, 
Belide tritiphes which wer to him reſerued, 
Higher to clumbe than he hath delerued. 


But there was one as made is mencion 
Called Camillus a loꝛd of great ſubſtaunce, 
Which in the cite and in that mighty toun 
Jboue all other had the gouernaunce; 

Ind as it is put in remembzaunce, 

To his greatneſſe no man might attapne, 
Ape whole noble g Marcus gan dildayne. 


nhis hert he had a great enup, 
hiche cauſed hym by outrage foꝛ to erre 
Igaynſt Campllus, which foz bys chiualry 
The towne gouerned both in peace c werte: 
Ind foꝛ Marcus would hym ſelfepzeferre 
Iboue that pꝛince in woꝛchyppe and honour, 
Firſt of the people he gate hym great fauour, 


Ind by a maner of conſpyzacye, 

He gadered hertes of the commonte, 

And dꝛewe alſo vnto his partye 

Great multitude thꝛoughout the citye: 

Ind thus aroſe firſt the dzedfull enmite 
Within Rome, the ſtozy telleth thus 

Itwene thele pzinces Camyll and Manlius. 


Thus fyꝛſt the venym atwene hem was ſow 
Ofhaſty hatred by falſe occaſions, 

Which in the citie atwenehye and lowe 
Cauſed ofnewe diuers diſcencions: 

Ifter the vncouth ſtrange opinions, 

Foz euery wight dꝛew tohys partye, 

As they were meued in theyꝛ kantaſye, 


But foꝛ to ſtynt this outragious errourx 
Ind theſe haſty ſtryues furious, 
Igayne fro Tuſcan came a dictatour 
That tyme called Coznelius Caſſus 
Which of wiſdome blamed Manlius, 
Fo he cauſed ſuch rancour in the toune, 


Jad appaled in partie hys nobleſſe, 

Foz a tyme gan to eclipſe hys fame, 

But afterward the cloude of that derk eneſle 
By comon fauour was turned into clerneſſe 
Foz as it had be ryght foz the nones 

In his defence the commons roſe atones. 


Fy2\t whan they had among their rumours, 
Imyd of theyz fell hatefull contencion 
Shoztly rebuked the wozthy ſenatours, 
Becauſe Marcus was let in pzyſon, 

Which had bene ay ſo helpefull tothe tour, 
home to delpuer they many wayes ſought 
And as J fynd euen thus they wzought, 


Fyꝛſt they clad them in clothes blacke, 

Pale oftheyz faces pitouſly wepyng 

(Theyz berdes vnſhaue # theyꝛ heades ſlacke, 
Lyke furyous men bp and downe runnyng, 
Tofoze the pꝛilon all thenyght wakyng: 
And on hys harmes playnly to be wzeke, 
(They gan manace the pzyſon foz to bzcke, 


Ind foꝛ to ſtynt theyꝛ outragious clamour, 
The ſenatours made anone ozdayne 

To delyuer hym out of hys ſotour, 

Loſe his fetters and to bzeake hys chapne, 
And when he was delyvered out of payne, 
He lyſt nat ſtynt of haſty cruelte, 

Ok pꝛoude courage auenged foz to be. 


And in his furious fel pꝛeſumpcion, 
Maugre the Senate and trybunes echone, 
Sayde he woulde gouerne Rome toune: 

At whole outrage they gan diſdayne anone, 
The peoples hertes from hym were agone, 
Ind foꝛ his pꝛide they by auyſement, 
Aſſigned hym to come to iudgement. 


Foꝛſake he was thzoughout the cite, 

Ther came nat one withhymofhys kynred, 
He founde no helpe in hys aduerſite, 

Saue a fewe came with him in dede 

Ok the commons, ful feble at ſuche a nede: 
And thus (alas) he founde no reliſtence, 
That was veylable to hym in hys defence, 


But foꝛ ſuccour conſtrayned and in dꝛede 

Away he put hys clothyng and veſture, 

And naked ſtode verely in dede⸗ 

Shewing his woũdes which he dyd 2 
u 


At many a ſcrimyche and dilconfiture, 
And foz reſcuſe to ſpeke in woꝛdes fewe, 
The capytole to them he dyd chewe. 


And in ſuppoztyng eke of hys quarele : 
Meuyng the people to rue on hys complaint 
Fyꝛſt to his goddes loude he dyd appele 

To pꝛelerue hym ok that he was attaynt: 
The people abouthim w teres al beſpzaynt, 
That the Judges aſtoned were in dede, 
Where as they late agayne hym to pꝛocede. 


But ſecretly he was ledde out of the pꝛees 
To a place called Froumentyne, 

And there, alas, they were mercylees 
His dome by rigour fully to termyne: 
Spared nouther nobles noz iyne, 

Fro the capitole out of the chefe dongeon, 
Low into Tybꝛe foz to be caſt adowne. 


Thys was hys ende voyde of all fauour, 
Whiche no man woulde redꝛeſſe noz amende, 
By cruelte caſte out of that hye towze 
Whiche he whilome moſt knightly gan defed: 
But what man tan by wzityng compꝛehende 
The vnlure ſuccour, founde in neceſſite, 

To them that labour foz any commonte? 


Let men beholde 5 truſt in woꝛldly thinges, 
And namelye they þ be pꝛoude and hautepne 
Open theyꝛ even, caſt vp theyꝛ lokynges 

To conlider and le well in certayne, 

Who truſteth foztune his truſt is in vapne: 
And yf he lyſt a clere enſample fynde, 
Among remebze on Marcus in pour mynde. 


What might auayle his nobles in battaple⸗ 
Byes of golde crownes of laurere, 

Hys ryche plates oz his vncouth maple, 
Hys myghty cheldes that Gone ſoclere, 

Oꝛ his triumphes longe farre and nere, 

Oꝛ hys victozies foꝛ the citye w2ought, 

In hrs milcheke auapled him ryght nought. 


The. ii. Chapter. 


Here Bochas waiteth in parte agaynſt ſuche 
as can nat be content with ſuffilaunce, 


but blurpe to high dignities. 
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Ere John Bochas calleth to memoꝛy 
The ſtrãge ſalayꝛe, p famous guerds 
Ok them p gate by conqueſt a victoꝛy 


Honour and triumphe within Rome toun, 


The fourth boke. 


How it was bled he maketh mencion: 
Serioullp reherſech the manere 


Which J Gall wzite yfyou lyſt to here, 


Aduyſe was take firſt ofeſtates thze, 

Ok men ok armes whiche that were pzeſcnt 
That (awe in dede the maguanimite 

Ok hym that ſhall haue it by tudgement, 
Ok the clergy they muſt haue eke allent, 
And of the lenate the people moſt notable, 
By pꝛeue ſought out that he were found able, 


This pꝛince alſo outher the capteyne 

Which tal the triũphe receyue of very right, 
Within a chare full rychely beſeyne 

He (halbe let of golde burned bzyght, 

Fret with ones, which hall geue a lyght 
As Phebus doeth in hys myddaye ſphere, 
That no derkenes about hym (hall appere, 


Thys heuenly chare hall foz moze delyte 
To chewe thencreale ofhys knightly glozie, 
Be led and dꝛaw with four ſtedes whyte 
Thꝛougy the citie, in token ok his victozie, 
And he Gall haue toz a linguler memoꝛie, 
Inhys ryght hand a palme of gold ful chene, 
And on his head a crowne of laurer grene. 


Deal eke haue aboue all hys armure, 
Poudzed with palmes a cote of purple reed, 
In hrs left hand hys quarell foz taſſure 

A ſtanderde rounde, declaryng his manheed: 
And all about ſet vpon the beed, 

The pꝛinces armes full ryche of apparaple, 
In whole quarel he accõpliched the battaile, 


And ok cuſtome the ſayde ſtanderde all 
Be richely depeynt with reed colour, 
And ſo this knight this man moſt marciall 
Shalbe conueped lyke a conquerour: 

And yet foz moze encreace of his honour, 
Upon they? fete his pꝛiſoners echone (gone, 
Take by hys manhode aboute his chare Gall 


Themoſt wozthy faſt by hys lyde, 

All the remnaunt after, on him lokyng, 
Echone ok the poetes which in p toun abide 
Shal on hym wapte at his home commyng, 
Ditees deuiſe and ok his conqueſt ſyng, 

Ind ſtrange minſtrelles, to be alſo re coꝛde 
Thier inſtrumentes (hal touche at accoꝛde. 


All of entent to geue hym moze courage 
To the Capitole ſo he chalbe bzonght, 20 
n 
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And left of pꝛyde he fall in none outrage 

Noz (urquedy within hys owne thought, 
The molt wzetchal of the town be tought, 
Which of cuſtome (hal haue a ſtaffe in hande 
Ind in the chare behinde his backe vp ſtande. 


Gnotos Eolytos, in Greke he choulde ſeyne, 
Whiche in our tonge playnly dothe expꝛeſle 
know thy ſelfe, remembꝛyng in certayne 
Upon foztunes krowarde doubleneſſe, 

On whom thou truſt map be ſykerneſſe: 

Ind who that douteth where that it be thug, 
Let hym remembze the ende of Manlius. 


What auayled his triumphes oz hys byes, 
Crownes of golde, # perled freche tunicles, 
His hygh pzowes oz all hys chiualtyes, 
Dingler tyghtyng oꝛ marciall particles 
Hewipe remembzed oz red in olde cronicles: 
Peyle his merites, and (ee now at the laſt 
Pow into Tybze they2 champion they caſt, 


To his excuſe auayled neuer a dele 

Fauour of cõmous, carectes of his woundes, 
Noz to the goddes his lamentable appele, 
Noꝛ teme bꝛaũce of theyꝛ fraũchiſed boudes, 
Tcritoues noꝛ wynnyng of the groundes 
Which that he wan w ſpendyng of his blode, 
Jil knitte in one to hym no ſtede they ſtode, 


Here ye maye ſe how foztune ſodaynly 

Cler eneſſe of fame can chaũge to derkeneſſe, 
Glozy to rep2oche, woꝛchyp to vilany, 

And toye paſſed to moꝛt all heuyneſſe, 
Swytneſſe of fauour into bytterneſſe, 

Ind ſoberneſſe into furious rage, 

And old franchiſe to thꝛaldome and leruage. 


Fo2 there was neyther requeſt noꝛ pꝛapere 
That auayled tohys delyueraunce, 

In cheynes fettred dedlye of loke and chere, 
Abode the ſentence of his finall gouerna ce, 
Pale of face with trimblynge countenaunce, 
Whan he alas gan moztal appꝛoche 

Ok Terpeya to the hydous roche, 


Of Terpepa thys roche bare the name 

Iftef a lady, as made is mencion 

Called Terpepa, whiche fell in great defame 
Becauſe the was aſſented to trayſon 

co haue bzought enemies into Rome toun: 
Wherof conuict her ſtozy is wel knowe 
Under that roche the was ydolue kul lowe, 


Ind fro Neptunus colde congelacion: 


Thys roche alſo was called Carmentoun 
Ifter a woman of great aucthozite, 
Called Carmentes which thꝛough her hie re⸗ 
The Capitole made in that cite, (nouu 
And che found letters firſt of our a be, 

And connyng had among her wozkes all, 
Declare afoze thyng that choulde befall, 


And on thys harde ſturdy roche of ſtone, 

Fro the Capitole Marcus was caſt downe, 
Other fauour noꝛ krendchpp kounde he none, 
Fo: all his battaples fought foz the toune: 
The cõmons hertes were turned vpſodoune, 
Wyoſe loue is lyke pꝛeued at aſſay, 

A blaſe of fire now bꝛyght and now away. 


The common people may hote and crye faſt 
Is theyz heartes ſtedfaſt were and ſtable, 
But at a nede theyꝛ pzoinyſe wyl nat laſt 
Ok theyz cozages they be lo remouable, 

To folow reaſon geryſh and vntreatable, 
Lyghtiy declinynge # that is ful great ruthe 
After opinions and nothyng after truthe. 


This Manlius was of hys truſte diſceyued, 
Whoſe luſt vnleful was departed in twayne, 
Whan he of pude woulde haue be receyued 

To hygh eſtate which he myght nat attapne, 
Wher thꝛough p ſenate gan at him diſdayne, 
Ind the commons ape falſe at luche a nede. 

Lefte hym in milche fe, à toke of hym no hede. 


¶ Lenuope 
A A this tragedy mf may beholde a ſe 


I The perilous domages of falle amvi- 
Ok the Þ be nat cotet w their degre (ciõ 


But would vp climbe( lyke theyz opinion) 
To hye eſtate, by vſurpation: 
Which nat conſydze the ſentence of ſcripture, 
Jn a good meane men longeſt may endure. 


Who that vſurpeth to higher dignite 
Thanappertayneth to hys condition, 

In ropall chares foz to make hys ſe, 

And hath no tytle of lynenoz of reaſon, 
Thzough frowarde pꝛide full oftehe is putte 
Foz lacke he ſeeth nat every creature (donn, 
In a good meane lengeſt may endure, 


Whan Dedalus taught his ſonne to flee 

e bad hym firſt of hye diſcretion, 

ro Phebus hete kepe his wynges fre, 
Mea- 


ni. 


Meanpug hereby, foz choꝛt concluſion, 
That Shs that lyſt with ioy his ſtate aſſure, 
In a good meane helongelt hall endure, 


Remembꝛe the manhode and magnanimite 
Df Marcus Manlyus, which by pzeluption 
Wolde haue gouerned Nome the cite, 
Maugre the lenate, ruled that mighty toun, 
Whiche tourned after to hys contuſton; 

Foz he ſaw nat, (uch was hys auenture, 

In a good meane men longeſt maye endure, 


Some in thepꝛ greateſt hygh pꝛolperite, 
Of frowarde cozage and furious mocion, 
Jn theyz great weale by falſe duplicite 
Haue a maner ſtraunge condition, 

Nat to be content with plentie noz foplon: 
Byã falſe etyke whiche of theyꝛ nature 
In a good meane can nat longe endure. 


But in this earth is greateſt felicite 

In heartes eale, rycheſt poſſeſſion 

With luttilaunce content foꝛ to ve, 

Of woꝛldly trouble teſchewe thoccaſton, 
Meuyng no quarelles, caulyng no diſcecion: 
Noꝛ cleymenothyng which hard is to recure, 
Sith in a good meane me longelt do endure, 


P2inces remembze in pour moſt maicſte 
Enuy of tlymbyng cauleth deuiſion, 

Be of accoꝛd, truſt in no tommonte, 
Whiche at a poynt is but diſception: 

And ſpecially ſtee ſimulation, 

pe maye in Marchus lea playne fygure, 
Which foꝛ ambicion might no whyle endure. 


The. iii. Chapter, 


how Nectanabus kyng of Egypt, was 
by erxlſes conſtrayned to le hys 
kyngdome, 


A ur the fal of Marchus Manlius 
Bochas anone gan hys ſtple dꝛeſle 
Bꝛefely to tell of Nectanabug, 

Ayng of Egypt and ofhys great rycheſſe, 
Sepng afoze in all hys nobleſſe 

By vnconth crafte,how he ne myght chele, 
That in all haſt his crowne he Gould leſe, 


Foꝛ he was connyng in eſpeciall 

Ind ryght expert as made is mencion, 
In all the ſciences called liberall, 
And knew atoze by calculation 


The kourth boke. 


How God wolde make a tranſmigracion 
Ok hys kyngdome, and playnly to repozte, 
The lande ot Perce to Grekes ful traſpozt, 


Foz by kyng Xerxles out of hys countre 
Maugre hys treaſour hys connyng a myght 
This Nectanabus conſtrapned was to tiye, 
Durſt nat abyde to haue ot hym a ſyght, 
But into Grete he dꝛew hym anoneryght; 
Nat lyke a kyng, but after olde wzitynges 
Lyke a magicien he wzought wodze thinges 


Upon foztune further to pꝛocede, 

By hys conning he greatly furthered wag, 
And by hys ſleighty woꝛkyng eko in dede 
He was acquaynted with quene Olimpxag: 
And ſo ſecre,playnely thys is the caas, 
That openly her men ſayd by demyng, 

He gate lyſandꝛe the great myghtye kyng, 


But how he fled out of hys region, 

Ok hys ymages noz of hys illuſions 
Bochas maketh no maner mention, 
Noz how he wꝛought by incantacions, 
Noꝛ of hys ſubtel operations: 

Noz how that he lyke a man by nyght, 
Whilom apeared in the quenes lyght. 


Saue ok hys deth Bochas wꝛiteth nought, 
Remembzing no tyme noz date 

How he and Aliſander, togeder haue ſought 
The courleof ſtarres towarde euen late, 
Noz how hys ſonne, like as was hys fate, 
Downe from a bꝛydge by full moztal wake 
Caſt hym backward,and ſo his necke bzake, 


The.itii,Chapiter, 


Howe Pauſanias duke of Lacedemon 
was exyled by them of 
Athenes, 


yrs was his end, & after this Bochas 
Gan in haſt hys ſtyle auaunce 
Ok Pauſanias to tel the pitous caas, 
Ind all the maner of hys wofull chaunce: 
Whiche was a duke, had in gouernaunce 
Lacedemone there foundyng a cite, 
Which of olde tyme was called Byſaunce, 


They of Athenes that cite gate with might 
And it conquered by they: chiualrp, 


And afterwarde were it wꝛonge oꝛ ryght 
- They expled the ſame Pauſany n 


Ind 


of John Bochas Leaf.xcvi, 


Ind thus foztune thꝛough her falle enuy BY a good knyght called Leonides, 
Cauſed that duke without moze delapes Whiche with a felow boꝛne of that countrye 
In payne tt pouerte foꝛ to ende his dapes. Calt on this tyꝛant auenged foꝛ to be. 


The. v. chapter. They dempt it was an almeſſe dede 
5 To ſet their lande in quiete and in caſe, 
d How Heliarchus the tyꝛant foz extozcion Oka tyꝛant the furious bloude to chede, 
and oppꝛeſſion was ſlaine by the His impoꝛtable malyce fo2 to àppelſe, 
knyght Leonides. Whyche to their citye did ſo great diſeaſe: 
And of aſſent with their ſwerdes kene, 
A Fter the fall ſothly oftheſe twapne, They llew the tyzant in their moꝛtall tene. 
John Bochas was moued of courage 
Foz to rehearle with all his buſy payne, Df whole death many a man was fayne, 
The great fury and the odious rage And ſpecially of Heraclie the cite, 
Of Helparchus, whiche by great outrage Dempt it was medefull he was ſo ſlapne, 
Though he ne were famous in chinalry, To let in quyete all a commonte: 
He noped all Perce with his tyzanny, Lo here, men may the rightfull guerdon le 
3 Ok tyꝛantes, whiche by their vyolence, 
Wherkoꝛe Bochas gan at him diſdayne, To oppꝛeſſe the people haue no conſcience; 
Caſt he woulde onely foꝛ his ſake 


Touche of tyzantes mo than one o2 twaine, The.vi. Chapiter, 
Ind by wꝛityng agayn thẽ a warre make: 
Xndin his hande he gan a penne take, Show the bycious Dyonis kyng of Cycyle 
Tolde in oꝛder the perillous peſtilence, flewe his bzethzen and kynrede, and 
Whiche they w2ought by moztall vyolence, after — gy at 

milcheke, 
Firſt he declareth how foztune of right : 
Igaine tyzantes furious and wode, Fter this tyzant, with a full heauy chere 
Path full cauſe foz to ſhew her myght, And countenaunce piteous # lamentable 
To appal their dignities in which they Node: Unto Bothas Dionys dyd appere, 
Suche as reioyce foz to chede blode, Whiche in tyꝛanny moſt was impoztable, 
Do nought els but labour and deuiſe, Thꝛough his lande hatefull and repꝛouable: 


To ſpoyle the temple in many ſundzy wyſe, But foz all that he gan myne auctour pꝛay 
Ok his maners ſumwhat to wꝛite and ſay, 


Ind Helyarchus through hys cruelte 


Ind his contryued falle extoꝛcions, Bochas lyſt not rehearſehis lynage, 

Was moztall enemy toa fayzecitee Noz make no pꝛoceſſe of his genealogy, 
Called Heraclye,and many other townes: Becauſe he was with all hys great outrage 
And by extoꝛt falle oppꝛeſſions Full of all vyces, pꝛyde, and lechery, 

Is the dede concluded at a p2efe, Ok auarice, ot pꝛe, and of enup: 


All that countrey he bꝛought to milcheke. In Cicyle helde his royall ſee, 
12 2 : : At Cyꝛacuſis a mighty ſtronge citee. 
Turnyng his grace and fanour to hattede | 


Mercy, and pitie, vnto crueltie, Thys Dyonis was curſed ok nature, 
Franchiſe of people to ſeruttude and dꝛede, Moſt malicious both of thought # dede: 
Oppꝛelled their fredome and olde lyberti e Fo2 as it is remembꝛed in ſcripture, 

And all their ſtatutes by which they wet kre, He ſlewe his bꝛethꝛen, his colyns a kynrede 
De interrupted of foꝛte and not of right. That he alone in peace might poſſede 
Whiche made him odious in all mennes light. LOpthout trouble os interruption, 


;- 77” HfaltCicyle the mighty region. 
But to reſtrayne his great ettoꝛcions, 1 e 8 
Foꝛtune this woöde wag not retchles, FRO Among all byces;Bocha® dothe ſpecify, 
For his hozrible abhominaclons Hegan dzawe vnto ydlenes, 
She gan to auale him, this goddeſſe meteiles Fol ſuſtes of 2 2 


The fourth boke. 


And oft of cuſtome he kell indzonkennes, 
Ind thought it was molt louerain bleſſednes 
Lyke as he had be maſter of foztune, 

To folow his luſtes and ape therin contune. 


He wart ryght fatte and right coꝛcious, 
And his eyen gan darke of his ſyght, 

That vnneth this man moſt vyccous = 

Ne myght not well veholde the dapes light, 
And of malyce thys ty2ant agayneright 
With helpe of robbers # of falle fozeyns, 
Slough of his citie nye all the citezeyns. 


His vbycious lyfe in oꝛder to rehearce 

Were contagious to the audience, 

His extoꝛt pillages done in Grece # Perce 
Foz to wꝛite oꝛ tell them in lentence, 

Would inf2ct the ayze with peſtilence: 

But J wyll bꝛiefelye remember and diſcrine, 


The lacrileges whyche he dyd in hys lyue. 


In Uenus temple beſpde Cytheron, 

I great number of women he dyd call, 
Full well beſene, and by oppzeſſion 

He made his meyny bnwarely on the fall, 
Diſpoyled them, ſo that one and all 

By hys outrage and frowarde vyolence, 
They naked ſtode echone in his pꝛeſence. 


Ind whan he fawe their tape and feytures, 
He ſuche choſe out as were to his pleaſaunce, 
Nobbed the other and tote their veſtures, 
And let them go without ozdinaunce: 

And foꝛ this vncouth abhominable chaunce, 
Their city Locroys aroſe w ſtronge hande, 
Foz hys outrage baniſhed hym their lande. 


In other tyme alſo he dyd ſotourne 

Wythin the temple, lyke as it is tolde, 

Of Jupiter ſonne vnto Saturne, 

There beholdyng his relykes manifolde: 
Sawe among other a mantyll large of gold, 
Wherupon whan he caſt hys loke, 

That ryche ie wel vnto his vle he toke. 


Ind thus he ſayde him ſelke to ercuſe, 

It was to heauy and to comerous 

In lomer ſeaſon that mantyll foz to vſe, 
Bicaule it was to large and ponderous: 
And ouermoze he aledged fozhym thus, 
Sythe the garment fozged was of golde, 
Foz wynter ſeaſon how it was to colde. 


And whan he gan away thys mantel pulls 


Than ryght anone thys ty2ant decepuable, 
Gaue hym another lingle made of wulle, 
Affirmed lothely it was moze conuenable 
To other leaſon inoze mete and agreable: 
Cõcludyng thus foz ſomer it was lyght, 
And warme foz wynter in the colde nyght, 


An other tyme this tyꝛant eke alſo 

Whiche was of hart moſt auaricious, 
Entred ones the temple of Xppollo, 

And of his {onne Eſculapins, 

And whan this tyzant fell and contrarioug, 
Behelde Appollo,beardles that was oide, 
And Elculapius with a long bearde of golde, 


Quod Dionis than, as ſemeth vnto me, 
Here is a ſtraunge froward couenience, 
That the father beardles (ould be, 

The lonne bearded landyng in his pꝛeſente. 
Made anone by ſturdy vyolence 

To take away the bearde which in his ſyght 
Ok moſt tyne golde hone ſo clere and bzight, 


Thꝛough Grete & Perce where he did gone 
In all the temples this was his vlaunce, 
The ſtately relyques wyth many ryche tone 
And maſſy tables of full great ſubſtaunte, 
To take them all that were to hys pleaſatice; 
He ſpaxed none, thus liuynge lyke a theke, 
Til he by vegeatiice was bzought to milcheke, 


Ciracuſanes where he was crowned kyng 
All of aſſent, there is no moze to ſapne, 

Foz his outragious and vycious liuyng 
They baniſhed hym,neuer to come agapne: 
And lo this tyzant vacant went in vaine 
About the wozlde,lyke a falſe fugytyfe, 
And ſo at milchefe this Dionys loſt his lyfe. 


¶ Lenuop. 


-7 His tragedy geueth a warnyng 

To all rho that haue domination, 
Ouer the people,pzince,duke oz kyng, 
To eſchue rauyn and falſe extozcion: 
Let them conſider how by the occaſion 
Of foule pillage, and frowarde tyꝛannp, 
This (ayd Dionys at miſchefe muſt dye, 


Firſt he compaſſed, falſely ymaginyng 
To ſlea the citisyng of his royall towne, 
Dis bꝛethen. his colens, his kyn not ſparing 


- B2ought all his bloude to deſtruction; 


Inflaughter he had ſuche dilectation, 
| Retoy 


of John Bochas 


Reioplyng euer in murder and robberye, 
Wyiche cauſed him at milchefe foz to dye. 


To ſpople temples was his reioyſyng 

Toke all their treaſures to his poſſeſſton, 
Tables of golde ſtones freche chinyng, 
Eke fro other gods the reltkes he coke voun, 
Where euer he rode in any region: 

Whole ſacrilege and compalled telony, 
Cauled him vnwarely at miſchefe to dye, 


In Uenus temple, by recoꝛde of wzytyng, 
Ye did a foule frowarde abuſion, 

All gentilwomen that came there to offryng 
Them he dilpopled as made is mencion, 

Let them be naked without exception, 

Foꝛ whiche diffame and great vngentry 

He baniſhed was, and did at miſchefe dye, 


Noble pꝛinces remember on this thing, 
Compalled malyce and faiſecolluſton 

Mult haue euyl endyng, à come to rekenyng 
Fraude aye w fraude recetueth his guerdon; 
Yaue this in minde concludyng in reaſon 
That all tyzantes playnly to ſpecify 

Hath Got lyte oz dothe at miſchefe dye, 


The. bii. Chapter. 


The auctoure agapne pꝛeſumptuous peo⸗ 
ple and pꝛynces holdyng them ſelucs 
as Goddes. 


adupce, 

— To ſe Tyꝛantes that be incozrigible, 
Lift from their ſees, that the helde ſo wile, 
Thoughe their power was very inuincible, 
pet tofoze god nothyng is impoſſible, 
Wherfoze remember & do nothyng maruayle 
With vnware falles tho foztune the aſſaple. 


E folkes that bene aſtonyed in your 
* 


Foꝛ whan tyꝛantes be let in hye ſtages 
Ok dignities, rapgnyng lyke wode lyons, 
Full harde it is to wall their courages, 
Other to tempt their dilpolicions: 
Wozldly felicitie ſo blyndeth their reaſons, 
Is they to god were egall of power, 

Ind had foztune vnder their daunger. 


Recozde of Dionys that oft was afrayed 
By aſſaut of foꝛtune, lpke as was his fate: 
Foz vycious liuyng thze tymes diſmayde, 
As hys ſtozy remembzeth of olds date, 


Lcaf.xcvitt, 


Next on theryng now cometh Pollicrate, 
With one Uiturbius tyzantes of Jtayle, 
Kaignyng like wolues co oppꝛeſſe þ poꝛaple. 


Fo whan tyꝛantes in diuers regions 

Of ſurquedy catche an opinion, 

That their eſtates and dominacions 
Shoulde euer endure by longe ſucceſſion, 
As god noꝛ foꝛtune myght put them downe: 
But as they were in her eſtate royall, 
Thys wozlde to rule to bothe two egall. 


Toward god they haue loſt (ame and dꝛede 
Touchyng his guerdos, other of toy oz payn: 
Ind ifferent atwene trouth oz falchede, 
Their luſt ilerued nofozce who laugh oz plain 
God is foꝛgotten, and they dildapne 

Is bothe were recieymed to their lure, 
Falſely traaſcendyng the boũdes of meaſure; 


Fo: whiche ſumtymecas bokes ſpecify) 

God lyſt (uffer as made is mencion, 

That foztune by a maner mockery 
Fauoureth ſome folke,like their opinion 
Toenhaunce their power by falſe deception, 
A's ſhe were ſet playnely fo: to ſep, 

To ſerue their luſt, and durſt not diſobey, 


C The. viii. Chapter. 


CHowe kynge Pollicrate foz extozcion and 
tyzanny was hanged tyll eue⸗ 
rye ioynte fyll from 
other, 


Etoꝛde J take on pꝛoude Pollycrate, 
Tyzaunt of Samos beſide the ſea Egee 
Whiche ſoꝛe laboured early and eke late, 
Agapne conſcience,of furious crueltee, 
To abound in ryches and foz to haue plentie 
Of wozldly treaſures:demyng Þ foztune ape, 
To his deſyzes nedurſt not ſay nay. 


Foztune to hym by many a diuers ſigne, 
Shewed outward great tokens of pleaſaũce, 
Was to him eke fauourable and benygne 

In all her pozt.by a maner attendaunce, 

As che had ben vnder his obeyſaunce 

Co ſtuffe his coffers w treaſure locked faſt, 
Ol kalle entent tomocke him at the laſt, 


All woꝛldly riches hys luſtes dyd obey, 
And whan he founde he was ſo fauourable 


a ſeaſon as the lyſt to play | 
Fo: a ſeaſon as th 3 This 


This blinde goddes vnlure and vnſtable 
Set him ſo hye vp at Fames table, 
Of falle entent in his eſtate royall, 

Whan he late higheſt, che made him to fall, 


Fot in him ſelfe of pꝛide he gan to deme 
How that he ſtode moſt in pꝛolperitie, 

Of them that weared crowne oz diademe, 
Aboue all other in molt felicitie: 

And thus enhaunced in his royall ſee, 
Thought him egall w goddes in comune, 
Farre from all daunger of fate oz foztune, 


And fo2 to attempt ofgoddes the powere, 
And of foztune the variant doublenes, 

He toe a ryng of golde full bzyght and clere, 
Therin a rubye of excellent reedneſle, 
Sekyng an occaſion of newe heauines: 
Whiche neuer afoze had know of luche thing, 
Into the ſea anone he caſt his ryng 


Diſpayꝛed agayn it foz to recure, 

Foz he dempt it was an impoſlible, 

But right anone kychers of aduenture, 
Like a maruaple very incredible, 
Among the wawes hydous and hozrible 
Caſt in their nettes, if it would auaple, 
Takyng a kyche the ryng in his entrayle, 


Whiche was pꝛeſented at a ſolemnitie 

To Pollicrate with great reuerence, 

Whan he ſate crowned in his molt dignitie 
At afeaſt of famous excellence: 

The fyſhe bndone,anone tn hys pꝛeſente 
Imidde the entrails his keruer found p ryng 
Ok aduenture, and toke it to thekyng. 


Whythe dempt of pꝛyde a hygh pzeſumption, 
That Neptunus god of the ſalt ſee 

Yad of his ryng made reſtitution, 

And durſt not offende his maieſtee: 
Wherupon a fantaſy caught he 

Nether heuẽly gods, noz foztuneblid of ſight 
Were both vnhardy, to attept ayen his might 


His great outrage to god was not bnknow, 
Ind his pꝛeſumption foztune hath wel (pyed: 
Foz which che made aduerſitie be her bowe 
And of her whele the ſpokes Ge hath ſo gyed, 
Wheron he late moſt richely magnified, 
That he vnwarely from his hye nobles, 
Was bzought full lowe into great heauineg. 


In wozldly toye is nothyng moze to dzede 


The fourth boke. 


Than whan foztune is moſt blandichyng, 
And Þ her flattery is fret with woꝛldly mede, 
Hygh on her whele to make koles ſyng, 
Than of her nature ſoꝛow che dothe bzyng: 
Wytnes of pꝛynces of olde oz new date, 

And recoꝛde allo of pzoude Pollicrate, 


Sometyme he late hye on foztunes whele 
Ok pꝛolperitie with beames clere chynyng: 
Whole temple is made of glaſſe # not of ſtele, 
His caſtel iſe, vnwarely diſſoluyng: 
Though it be freche outwarde in chewyng 


Unlure to ſtande on, and bꝛyttel foz to abyde, 


Who truſteth moſt moſt lykely is to ſlyde. 


The geryſhe quene of chere a face double, 
Wythdzewe her fauour and began to bary 
FroPollicrates,# ſet hym in great trouble, 
Wert agayne hym maliciouſly contrarye, 
Cauſyng Oꝛontes cunſtable w kyng Dary, 
Maugry this tyzant,in hys molt crueltie, 
To gyn a warre on Samos the citpe. 


Ind whan his glozy was moſt clere of lyght, 
And hys nobles Gone hygheſt at the full, 
Foztune gan thꝛough her changeable myght, 
Ok his pꝛoſperitie the fethers toz to pull: 
And than at erſt his courage gan to dull, 
And all his pꝛyde vnwarelp foꝛ to appall, 
Whan he was (poyled of his ryches all. 


Firſt whan Oꝛontes his conntrey gan aſſaile 
This Pollicrate of ſodaine auenture 
Outraped was, and taken in battaple 

By a full perillous moꝛ tall diſconfiture: 
Thus foztunecoulde bzynge him to her lure . 
Thꝛough her vnware vgly falſe diſdaynes, 
Led into pꝛyſon & boũde in ſtronge chapnes. 


The people dwellyng within his region 
Retoyſedin hart to ſe him ſuffer payne, 

Dis tyzanny his falſe extozcion 

Cauſed that they did at him diſdayne, 

Foz of his death no man lyſt complapne: 
Men though the wozld haue great pleſaũce, 
To ſe a tyʒant bzought bnto miſchauntce. 


Foure thinges his tozmentes did augment, 
Sodapne departyng from his riches, 

And that he ſawe eche man in his entent 

Ok his miſchefe haue ſo great gladnes, 
Hanged he was, mine auctour dothe witnes, 
And honge lo long in tepeſt,rayne, thunder, 
Till euerp ioynt from other went a . ; 
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— — — — rauenous ; 
ake enge, luche was his anenture Ok wozldly riches may be therto compared. 
To all folkes he was (o odyous, n, n 
Had in deſpite ot euery creature, This pꝛecious pyment is gene to no foles, 
At his departyng denyed ſepulture, Aboue all lycours it dothe lo farre excell, 
Guerdon foz tyꝛantes, vẽgeable & retcheles, Whole oziginall ſpꝛange in the holy ſcholes 
That can not ſuffer the people to liue in pees. Ok Ithenes, as famous bokes tell: 
; Foz of philoſophy there ſpzange firſt the well 

Thus many tyzantes extede far their botides Where Calyſtenesctherperience is touthe) 
By falſe outrage, and well reſembled be With fullum plenty was foſtred in his Youth; 
To cruel wolues oz to furious houndeg, 
Frette with an etyke ofgredy cruelte, Though he was bozne of a good lynage 
To ſtaunche their honger aueyleth no plente: Uercue made him moꝛe high foꝛ to aſlende, 
Whiche foꝛ their ſurfets froward to rede, To be enhaunced foz nobles of courage 
w Policrates in hell ſhall haue their mede. @Moze than foz bloude, who can compꝛehend: 

; Foz philoſophers #clarkes moze commende 

Che. ix. Chapter, 


The mozall vertues entreſured by wꝛitings, 
Then all the treaſures of wozldly kynges, 
{xHowe the tyꝛaunt Ilexander floughe his | 
Philoſopher Caliſtenes wyth o⸗ Ok gentle ſtockes recken out the iſſues, 
ther, foz ſaiynge That be diſcended downe from a royall lyne, 
trouth, If they be vytious a voyde of all vertues, 
: And haue no tarage of vertuous diſciplyne, 
Monge all ſtozies to tell the pyteous With tempozall treaſure though they chyne, 
I caas, As loꝛ a tyme littyng on hye ſtages, 
2 Of wokull playntyfes that put theim Without vertue they are but dead ymages; 
elues in pzces, 
With wepyng eyen, myne auctour Bochas Foz though pꝛynces haue coquered by battail 
Was moued in hart not tobe retchles This wozld in roundnes by their chyualry, 
To waite the fall of Calyſtenes, What may their triũphes oꝛ nobles auayle 
Whiche, alas, as it is remembzed, Without that vertue by ryght their titles gye 
Was toz his trouth on pieces all diſmebzed, To be compared vnto phyloſophy: 
Foz philoſophers apply all their ententes, 
Foz whan Bochas his ſtozy gan aduert, To knowe heauen and cours of elementes. 
He dempt anone in his fantaſy 
No man had ſo harde a ſtoned hart, 
That might of ryght his eyen kepe dzye Hoꝛ of foztunes expert doublenes, 
To le the pꝛoceſſe of hys tozmentry: To heauenly thynges is ſet all their memoꝛy 
pet gan myne auctour his wofull pen zeker, How the. vii. planets in their courſe the dꝛeſſe 
To wzite the wzong done to this philolopher. Meuing the ſtars ſparking in their bzighnes 
Dith reuolutions of the ſpheres nyne, 
This Calyſtenes in youth right well thewed Mother of muſyke,as auctours determyne; 


His grene age pꝛomoted to doctrine 
al Nel de i Ind in the noble twaye famous houſes 


By influence of heauenly fate endued 
Greatly to pꝛofite in moꝛall diſciplyne: Flouryng in Grece,rycheſt of euerychone 


Diſpoſed of nature by grace which is deuyne, Called by olde date the fayze true ſpouſes 
To conquere, as bokes do ſpecify, Ok philoſophers many mo then one, 
The noble lurname of philoſophy. In Ichademie and Fthenes one 

The bꝛyght lanterns of moſt reuerences, 
Ok his merites famous and notable, This would tenlumine by lyberall ſcyences. 
Philoſophy did her buſy payne 


Togeue him ſacke, betaule that he was able Ind among other this Calyſtenes 
The ſote mylke of her bzeaſtes twapne Was in his youth put foz to ſcholex 
molt pzecious licout who might therto attain In the two ſcholes of pzudent — 


Tat. tr; 


They ſet no ſtoze of thinges tranſitozy, 


nd 


Foz baume is none, the vertue well declared, 
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And of Plato whiche that bare the key 
Oflecre miſteries, and of diuine Idey: 
In whiche two lcholes ok great abilitee, 
Was none pzofited halfe ſo muche as ye. 


Theſe old clarkes theſe olde philoſophers, 
Dere in tho dayes fo doctrine ſouerayne 
Called in this would þ riche pꝛecious coffers 
And treaſures,that kept the cheſtes twayne, 
Ampd their bzeſtes wherin god did oꝛdapne 
Moſt clere poſleſſion put in their depole, 

Of all ſciences vnder a key clole, 


This Caliſtenes ſcholer and auditour 

Ok Ariſtoteles, by cunning conqueryng 
The noble gemme and moſt pzecious floure 
Of philoſophy,all floures lurmountyng, 
LOherthzough he was cholen in his liuyng, 
As his maſter lyſt foz him pꝛouide, 

On Alexander to awayte and abide. 


Foꝛ Zlexander of kynges moſt entere, 
And molt woꝛthy to ſpeake of hye pzowes, 
Did Ariſtoteles humble requere 

To pꝛouide and do his bulines 

By expert knowpng and auiſenes, 

To ſende him one whiche of philoſophy, 


The fourth boke. 


Lnightly triumphes  conqueſies marciall 
He vlurped by title of his labours, 

To heauenly goddes foz to be egall, 

And though his merites moſt imperiall 
He gan pꝛelume, by lyne he was alped, 
With the leuen god des foz to be deified. 


Thꝛough all his palaice and his ropall hall, 
A lawe he let, vpon payne of lyke 

That men of cuſtome ſhoulde him call 

This woꝛlds monarke, not moꝛtal noz paſſiſe 
Sonne to Jupiter foꝛ a pꝛerogatyfe, 

Which had thearth as god moſt of puiſſaunce, 
Conquered by \werde vnto his obeilaunce, 


By full auyſe purpoſed foz the nones 

Of pompous outrage t ſurquedous entent, 
Full great treaſure of gold x pzecious ſtones, 
Unto the temple of Jupiter he ſent, 

That the biſhops and pꝛieſtes choulde aſſent, 
Hym to recepue at his home commyng, 
Lyke as a god and no moxtall thyng, 


Thus by extoꝛt dꝛede a blurped myght 
Was kyꝛſt bꝛought in falſe ydolatry: 
Caulyng pꝛynces to recepue agayne ryght 
Godly reuerence of froward mawmetry, 


Might by good coũlaile his cõqueſt magnify, But whan Caliſtenes this errour did eſpy 


To waite allo his try fiphes digne ok glozy, 
Ind to remember his actes marciall, 

Put his palmes of knighthode in memo2y, 
Ind to direct in eſpeciall 

His royall nobles in vertue mozall, 

That no erroure be ſene here noꝛ there, 

In hym that Gould all the wozlde conquere, 


But it fell ſo of knightly aduenture, 

Whan of foztunes high pꝛomocion 

That he by armes pzoudly gan recure, 

Of Perce # Mede the mighty region, 
B20ught kyng Dary bnto ſubiection, 

Gate hole his trelure þ no man might expꝛes 
To accompt the nũber ok his great riches, 


Whiche vriſure treſure & ſlydyng abundaſice, 
With waſting hadowes of goods trilitozye, 
In lurquedous pꝛide gan ſo his hartauatice, 
By falſe ambicion # outragious vaynglozy, 
That made him lele mynde and eke memozy, 
To knowe of nature he was man moztall, 
But lyke to goddes that were celeſtiall. 


Aboue the palme ok olde conquerourg, 


In Jlexander, he buſily did entende, 


This falſe opinion to cozrect and amende. 


Put fyue cauſes notable to rehearce 

This Calyſtenes tn eſpectall: 

Though he was king of Egipt Mede #Percq 
He pꝛeued cfreaſon he was a man mozrall, 
His byzthe eke ear thy and not celeſtiall, 
Father and mother, as of theyꝛ natures 
Bozne foz to dye like other creatures. 


His father Philyp of Macedony kyng, 
His mother called Olympyades 

Wozldly fol ke, and heauenlynothyng: 
With kynges, quenes, bpſet by hye encrees, 
Pet agayne death they coulde haue no relees, 
Lawes of nature maugre their wyll to obey, 
Not lyke goddes but onely bozne to dey, 


Kynde made them lubiect to ſundzy paſſions, 

And many vncouthe diuers tnfirmities, 

Now glad, now heaup of condicions, 

Folowoyng the fozme of their humanities; 

But of their falſe blurped deities 

— not lay ſaue dꝛede and flatterp, 
zongly in earth dyd them deify, 


Eke 


Sm. Ad fa iS - - = 


Eke Alexander folowyng euer his luſt, 


Foꝛ all his loꝛdchyp and his great myght 

He luſtred paſſions of honger and of thurſt: 
Now hole, now ſicke, now heauy,now lyght 
Whole enterchaũgyng in euery mans lyght 
Clearely ſheweth, as clarkes rehearce can 


De was no god but like a moztall man. 


It fyll ones myne auctoz dothe compyle 
In a great heate(longe oz he was olde) 


His pozes opened on partes manifolde: 
Oz he was cured of that great lickenes. 


But at the lat by craft of medicine 
Deliuered he was of that infirmitie, 
Nothing amended by his power diuine 
By might of Juno noꝛ Jupiters poſtye, 
Noz by his owne blurped deitie: 


It Hewed he was a deadly creature, 


Ol him allo it is made mencion, 

He hada cuſtome to fall in dzonkennes, 
Thꝛough vynolence loſt oft his reaſon, 
Than of yze and furious haſtines 


In his perſon not heuenly noꝛ deupne. 


Whan the philoſopher called Calyſtenes 
Gan kyꝛſt conſider all theſe condicions 
In Jlexander,he put him ſelfe in pꝛees 
Uovde of diſſimulyng and dylactons, 
Foꝛ to refoꝛme luche falſe ambictons 


In this purpoſe as any center ſtable, 
De caſt him fully of true entencion 

To co2rect all that was repzouable 
Uſed in his perſon oz in his region, 
Trouth gaue him hart lyke a champion, 
To tell the kyng in his eſtate royall, 

He was no god but a man moztall, 


Foz whiche the kyng of indignacion 
Caught a quarell agayne Calyſtenes, 
Put vpon hym vniuſtly falſe treaſon, 
Onely to ſlea his maſter cauſeles: 


Ind foꝛ to attaynt him afoze all the pꝛees 


Dapd how he had of hys iniquitie, 


of John Bochas 


He bathed him lelfe in the floude of Nyle, 
Where of foztune he ſodaynely toke colde, 


Lay long after, his ſtozy beareth witnes, 


Foz by the paſſtons whiche he did endure, 


De woulde ſmyte and hurt in his wodenes 
Whyche tokens were, playnly totermyne, 


Of godly honoz, which men did on the fayne, 
And from all vyces his courage to reſtrapne. 


Conlppꝛed agayne his ropall maieſtye. 


And fayned alſo the ſelfe ſame tyme, 

How he had made a conſpyzation 
Agaynehis loꝛde, by an hozrible cryme; 
Jnterrupting the religion 

Ok his deuyne inſtitution: 

(That in ſuch caſe there was no better read, 
But Caliſtenes by lawe muſt be dead, 


Ind to pꝛolonge of his death the payne 
Upon a boꝛde he was layed a longe, 

Yys fete {mytte of and hys handes twayne, 
His eyen rent out, wer not his paines ſtrõge 
Thus can tyzãtes whan they lyſt do wzong 
Slea philoſophers wythout anyruthe, 
Whyche (pared not foꝛ to ſay them truthe; 


Thys cruel vengeaũce myght not ſuffiſe, 
But Alexander moꝛe to encreaſe his wo, 
Dyd cut his lyppes in full cruell wile, 

His noſe thyzles,hys eares eke alſo, 

And w the body he bade men ſhould go 
Tofoze hys hoſte, as it is remembzed, 

To che we the tronke how it was dilmebzed; 


In a caue depe and wonders lowe, 
Solitary darked all the boundes, 

Ikter the paynes he made hym to be thꝛowe 
The place ſtuffed w wode barking houndes, 
Ok kalle entent to rende his bloudy woundes. 
Tyll Lilpmachus of great compaſſion 

To Gott his toꝛment gaue hym poyſon, 


Who red euer oftozmentes moꝛe terrible: 
O Alexander thou oughteſt be achamed 

To llea thy clarke wyth paynes ſo hozrible, 
Foz thy vyces becauſe he hath the blamed, 
Thy royall name therby is defamed: 

But euer tyzantes whan the lyſt be woode, 
Ol innocentes retoyce to ſhede the bloude, 


Igaynſt his knyght gentle Liſymachus 
Becauſe he had of hym compaſſion, 
Kyng Alexander was melancolious 
Wythout caule, title, oz affection: 
Let ut hym vp wyth a fierce Lyon, 
Uoyde of all helpe foꝛ to be ſuccoured;z 
Ok entencion he ould be deuoured, 


But Liſymachus quyt him lyke a knyght 
Agaynſt thys Lyon in the ſame place, _ 
Ran fiercely on him,# of hys marciall myght 
Dut of hys head hys tonge! be dyd * 


Leaf, 2 
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Keconciled to the kynges grace, 
Becaule that he ſo knyghtly hath him bozne, 
Better cheriſhed than euer he was tokozne, 


Inother knyght that called was Clytus. 
Famous in armes foz his chiualry, 

One the greateſt of the kynges houle, 

Ind molt commended of pꝛudent policy: 
Moſt familier as bokes ſpecify 

About the kyng, as it was ofte pzeued, 

To tempꝛe his courage when he was greued 


The kyng and he walkyng hande in hande 
Within the palaice, beyng in pꝛelence 
Pꝛinces and dukes ol many diuers lande, 
Where they began by notable eloquence 
Remeber of armes the famous excellence 
Of conquerous, and other knyghtes olde 
And euery man avout his tale tolde, 


Among whiche Clytus the gentle knyght 
Gan to comende and greatly magnify 
Philypof Matedon, as him ought of right: 
Bothe of his wildome a of his chiualry, 
Tyil Alexander had therat enup, 

Gan dildapne ok furious cruelte, 

That any Gould be cõmended moze than he. 


Caught occaſion of y2e and falſe hatrede 
Agayne his knyght, 5 was to him moſt true, 
With a Garpe ſwerd vnwarely made hi blede 
His hart bloude hote and redde ofhue 

By his lides raplyng downe of newe, 
Therby to pꝛeue this ſtoꝛy tell can, 

He was no god noz reaſonable man. 


Thus in pꝛyntes furious and cruell, 

Men map clerely an euidence le 

How that lozdſhyp is not perpetuell, 

But full of chaunge and mutabilite: 

Ok chere now krendly, now ſodayn enmite, 
Reco2don Clytus moſt in the kynges grace, 
Unwarely layne, and did no treſpace, 


Was he wozthy to be deified 

This Alyſander,moſt double of his cozage+ 
Oz was he woꝛthy to be ſtellified 

This furious pꝛince, foꝛ his fell outrage 
That ſlewe his frendes in his moztall rage: 
Thus fare tyzantes whan they lyſt be wode, 
To leke occaſion foz to ſhede blode. 


Calyſtenes llapne foꝛ mozall diſciplpne, 
And Lilymachus foz his compaſſion: 


Lhe fourth boke, 


* 


Eke this ty2ant of falle gredy rauyne 
Slewe gentle Clytus agayne all teaſon, 
As ye haue hear de foʒ commendacion 

Of king Philpp, the ſtoꝛy well conceyued, 
Who trulteth tyzates hal ſoneſt be decepucd, 


C.Lenuoy, 


T Dis tragedy of Caliſtenes, 

Declareth vs by notable remembꝛaũce 
He was with Plato and olde Socrates 
In his youth put vnder gouernaunce, 
D2anke of the milke of plenteoug abotidatice, 
Ok their two ſcholes, euer deuopde of llouth, 
Laſt by Xlexander diſmebzed foz his trouth 


Firſt he was ſent by Ariltoteles, 

Foz to awapte by pꝛudente purueyaunce 
On Ilexander, leſt he were retcheles 

By pꝛeſumption in his royall putſſaunce, 
To take vpon him by goodly attendaunce: 
Whiche he wſtode alas it was great ruthe, 
To be ſo ſlapne becauſe he ſayd the truth, 


Who W tyzantes liſt put him ſelfe in pꝛees 
To haue their fauour and acquayntaunce, 
He mult flatter and fage doubtles, 

Be double of hart with fayned countenaunce, 
With chere contryued done his obleruaunce, 
Foz faythfull meanyng ſlayne, # Þ was ruth, 
Was Calyſtenes bicaule he (ayd truth, 


Noble pꝛinces your ſubiectes kepe in pees, 
Be not to haſty foz to do vengeaunce, 

Foz to tyꝛantes that be merciles 

God ſent ſhoꝛt life. # ſodapne miſchaunce: 
Who lapeth trouth haue no diſpleaſaunce, 
P2ynt in pour hart how it was great ruth, 
That Calyſtenes was ſlapne foz his truth. 


C The. x. chapter. 
how Alexander kynge of Pyzothe auen⸗ 
turyng to paſſe the floude of Acherõt, there at 
his backe by his moſte truſtye 
was a woun- | 
eb. | 


ter the complaynt of Calyſtenes 
Akne tyʒantip, and did no treſpas, 
Came Alexander kyng of Pyꝛothes 
Dis woundes bleadyng vnto John Bochas: 
To him declared how he dꝛowned was 
In Acheronte, a riuer of great fame, 
Belyde a towne Pandolia was the 3 


rr 


of John Bochas 


And (as it is remembzed)and ytolde 
Ok this notable mighty ſtronge cite, 
It was in Grece buylte of dayes olde, 
Ind after Pyꝛrus called Pyꝛothe: 
Where as the kyng helde his royall le, 
And as bokes alſo determyne, 

This Alexander came ofthe ſame lyne, 


Of whoſe kynred is made playne mencion, 
Sonne to Achilles was kyng Pyzrus, 
Ind next in oꝛder by ſucceſſion 

Father to Alexander was Neoptolomus, 
Whiche had alſo mine auctour telleth thus, 
. kull fayze daughter, the ſtoꝛy ye may lene, 
Olympiades,of Macedonp quene. 


And che was wedded to Philip of Macedo, 
Whilom mother this quene of moſt renoun 
To Alexander, the ſtoꝛy telleth ſo, 
Whiche all the wozlde bzought in ſubiection: 
Whole father Philyp ofgreat affection 
Letcrowne the bꝛother of Olympiades, 
Called Alexander to raygne in Pyzothes, 


To whom Phil pp foz his great beautie, 
Becauſe he was lo fayze a creature 

Had luche affection and ſpecialtie 

As it is remembzed in ſcripture, 

Of falſe foule luſte againſt nature 


Is ſayth Bochas, J can him not excuſe, 
Unlefully he did his beauty vle, 


And by meane of that hoꝛrible dede, 
YOhiche to rehearce is to foule a thing, 
This ſaid Philypcin Bochas thus J rede) 
Jn Epirothes he made him to be kyng: 
Ind ok extoꝛcion by recoꝛde of wzityng, 
Cauſeles from thence he did enchace, 

The kyng Jrabba tho raignyng in? place. 


And it fell after the ſtozy telleth lo 

Ok this Alexander by ſerious rehearſayle, 
Upon the death of Philyp of Macedo 
With a great hoſt came into Itaple, 
Suppoſyng greatly foz to auayle, 

To occupy after his pꝛoude entent 

Wholly the boundes of all the occident, 


Ind though ſo be þ foꝛtune be chaungeable, 
Double alſo by courſe of her nature, 

At his ginnyng he founde her fauourable: 
Made him twiſe pꝛoudly to recure 

Gayne them of Luke, to their diſconfiture 


To hane the kelde, a maugre al their might, 


Teat᷑.ci. 
Ok very fozce to put them bnto Hiyght. 


Agaynſt Itaile when he gan this warre 
Fully in purpoſe the Romayns to aſſayle, 
Ok hye pꝛelumption pzocede he gan lo tarre 
With many a pzince that was in his battayle, 
To knowe afoze by certaine diuinaile 

Ok his conqueſt, the boundes foz to caſt, 
And of his lite how longe it chould laſt. 


Ind in the temple of Jupiter the grete 

By diuinours that expert were and olde, 
Seruyng this god win the lande of Crete, 
This was the anſwere which thei to him told 
Ind it affirmed by tokens manifolde: 

How he ne Could eſchue the dꝛedefull date, 
Ouer the day aſſigned to his laſt fate, 


Ind they alſo aſſigned a place | 
Therby to haue knowlegyng moze clere, 
Under a citie longe and large of ſpace 
Called Pandolia,and fozto gomoze nere, 
By Acheront a famous great riuere, 
Tolde him playnly # could no farder ſep 
But of neceſſitie there he muſt nedes dep, 


And though it were an earneſt and no iape 
Ok god oꝛdeyned not to be ſet aſyde, 

De thought of wiſdome his deſteny to eſcape 
And other wiſe foz him ſelfe pꝛouide: 

Caſt in Grece no lenger to abyde, 

Wenyng this riuer noz that faire citye 
Saue in Grece ſhould no where els haue be. 


And foz to ſet him ſelfe in aſſuraunte 

Ok entent to eſchue his deſtinie, | 
Into thze battayles departyng his puiſſaũce, 
Came to Jtayle tokoze Luke the citie, 

They with helpe of Samoys the countrye, 
With a great power came out anone ryght 
Slew all his knyghtes a put hym to flyght. 


It the backe they purſued hym ſo nete | 
That hys enempes were almoſt on hym fall; 
Unto a bꝛydge bꝛoke wyth the ryuere, 

Ind ouerturned with hys plankes all: 

Ind Acheronte men dyd that ryuer call, 

As was tolde him by a tertayn knyght, 
Wyyche rode befoze him the ryuer in his light 


Foz by a rayne that fyll the ſame nyght 

The ryuer wart to a dꝛedefull floude, 
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Whiche made the kyng to chaunge his bloud, 
Ind ſpecially his pzyde gan attame, 
Whan he wyſt Pandolia was the name, 


Ind than he gan moſt dzedfullyremembze, 
Callyng to mynde the pꝛieſtes diuinayle, 
Whiche made him quake in euery membꝛe 
Foz very feare,and his bzeathe to faple: 

No man coulde him wiſhe noz counſaple, 

On euery party he ſtode lo on the wꝛacke, 
The floude tofoze hi his enemies at his backe 


To take the riuer he ſtode in moꝛtall dzede, 
And if that he his enemies did abyde 

He wyſt well that he was but deade, 
Paſſage was none foz to turne aſyde: 

Thus diſſolate he ſtode withouten gyde, 
Thought it better to ieoparde the ryuere, 
Than w his enemies Þ kolowed him lo nere. 


Theſe moztal dꝛedes his hart gan coſtrayne 
Dꝛede of the floude foz to haue paſſage, 
Behinde his enemies 5 gan at him dildaine, 
Leſt he were layne in that moztall rage, 
Dis fate appzochyng he but yong of age, 
The toun Pandolia the tokens did erpzeſle, 
With Acheronte that bare therof witneſle, 


And whan that he pat in auenture 

To paſle the floude, oꝛ els to be deade, 
One whom he moſt truſted of any creature 
Tokea ſpete ſquare and charpe the heade, 
Ind at his backe he quakyng in his dꝛede 
Traytcrouſly thꝛough plate and maple, 


Perced his hart, the bloud abzode gan raple. 


Ind as it is alſo of him remembꝛed, 

The Lucanoyes by vengeable vyolence 
They haue his carayne on pieces di{mEbzed, 
Tyll an olde lady beyng in pꝛeſence, 
Required them of humble pacience 

That che ok grace gader myght anone, 

His membzes all, and ioyne them into one. 


Ind after to ſende them vnto his liſter dere, 
Olymppades, the ſtately great quene, 
That of affection and loue moſt entere 
Whan it befell that he did them lene, 
Should of nature as it muſte nedes bene 
Wepe and pꝛouyde in his eſtate ropall, 


To burꝑ the body with feaſt kunerall. 


Se here example ofthis pzoude kyng, + - 
Whiche would haue ſcaped his fatal deſteny, 


The kourth boke. 


Chaunge of places auapleo yym nothyng, 
Periodie of pꝛynces may not chaunged be, 
The terme let fro whyche they may not fle: 
Foz whan heuyn of death hath let the date, 
No moztall man may eſchue hys fate. 


(The.xi.Chapter, 


Show Dary king of Perce and Mede was 
outrayed by Alexander kyng 
of Macedon, 


g Alexander called Epirothes 
Me lyſt as now no lenger fo; to tary, 
l Slapn at miſchefe foz he was retchleg 
Double of coꝛage foz he could chaũge # vary, 
Foz turne J will my pen to kyng Dary 
Whiche that whilom who lo lyſt take hede, 
Moſt mightely raigned in Perce and Mede, 


And among other notable warriours 
Litze as J deme by heauenly influence, 
Onelp by title of his pzedeceſſours, 
Ind th2ough his pꝛudent excellence, 
To great encreaſe of his magnificence, 
He had all Aſie, as made is mencion, 
Under his loꝛdchip and dominacion. 


And as myne auctoz Bochas doth defyne, 
He was dilcended from the impertall bloude, 
Of Attaxerſes, and bozne eke of that lyne: 
Paſſed all pꝛynces of treaſure and of goode, 
In erte Mede his great empyze toode, 
An hũdꝛed pꝛouynces tencreaſe of puiſſaunce, 
And leuen c thirty he had in goucrnaunce, 


Ouer all lie towarde the ozient 

His lozdyplaſt, bokes make mynde, 
And he had eke toward the occident 

Ouer Egypt power( as J fynde) 

The redde lea was not left behynde, 
Dempng hym ſelfe of all earthly treaſour, 
Was none but he loꝛde and gouernoure, 


Toward Septẽtrion bnder þ midday ſpere, 
His power raught and hys regaly, 

Ouer Inde, in cronicles yemaplere, 

And to the boundes of great Armenpe, 
Loꝛde ot the kingdome p called is Parthy: 
Wozldly folke dempt hym w godegall. 
Matter to foztune, ⁊ che not but hys thzall. 


But in his hygheſt exaltacion 
Of woꝛidly gloꝛp, he could not pꝛeuaple ha 


Joꝛ all his riches and vbaine ambicion, 
But foztune durſt him wel aſſayle: 
In his molt royal ricye apparayle, 


Caſt in her chaũges to giue hi a harpe choure 


By Alexander of Grece enheritour, 


Unto purpoſe J will my penne dꝛeſſe, 

Foꝛ to declare and make mencion 

How p2oude Dary in his moſt nobles, 
Was by Foztune from his ſeate caſt doun: 
Foꝛ anone after the cozonacion 

Of Alexander, in Macedone kyng, 

This was the pꝛoceſſe of his wozkyng, 


He not delayed noꝛ made no long date, 

In pur pole fully of yze to pꝛocede, 

Ol Perce Mede the lcepters to tranſlate, 
All their riches to conquere ano pollede, 
Perpetually foz to abide in dede, 

Under grekes mighty obeplaunce,. 

In Matedone, to haue the gouernaunce, 


Jndcas mine auctour) well reherce can, 

He let in Grete the mighty ſtronge citye 

Of Cozinthe, the metropolitan 

There to eſtabliſhe his imperiall lee: 

In regalibus whan he liſt crowned be, 

As man who god liſte of his might to marke, 
The woꝛld to coquere, ⁊ be therof monarke, 


It the ginnyng of his conqueſt famous, 
Thzough out Grece in euery region, 

Firſt he choſe out of his fathers houle 
Bnightes Þ were moſt ſouerayne of renowne, 
Notable in armes, and ofcondicion 
Faithfull # true, which had of high pzudence 
Fozelight in armes, ot marciall pꝛouidence. 


To them he did full notably allygne 

Is men expert in knightly apparayles, 

To make his ſtuffe with many a riche ligne, 
And foꝛge of ſtele his plate and his mayles: 
Gaue them the rule to gouerne in battayles, 
Foz pzouidence(of yoze it hath be tolde) . 
Full muche auayleth of knightes wile a olde, 


All this accompliſhed he liſt no lenger tary, 
This woꝛthy kyng,but w his oꝛdinaunce 
Purpoſed to begyn on kyng Dary, 

And(as it is put in remembzaunce) 

Jn moſt pꝛoude wiſe he gan himlelfe auaũte, 
Firſt in his way to bzenne and beate downe, 
Ok haſty yze, Thebes the mighty towne, 
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After he gate two mighty regions 

The one of Frigie, the other called Lyde 
Set by olde tyme were their foundacions 
Upon two riuers, runnyng there beſide, 
wyole goldẽ grauels their bzightnes mai not 
Paceolus,and Euryne men them call chide 
Richeſt of ſtremes though men reken all, 


And of his conqueſt farder to termyne, 

He wan Jſauria a pꝛouince wonder ſtronge 
In Alia one chiefeſt of the nyne, 

And Pamphile a kingdome large and longe, 
He gate alſo were it right oz wzonge: 

Foz where v conqueſt haue any title of right, 
My ciining it paſſeth my reaſon ⁊ my might, 


I toke no party noꝛ me lyſt not tary 

In this matter, but foꝛth J will pꝛocede, 
How Alexander haſted towarde Dary 

To atcheue his cõqueſte of Perce # of Mede: 
But firſt he came to Frigia J rede, 

Into a citye the name to ſpecify, 

Thylke dapes it named was Goꝛdy. 


After mine auctoure affirme well J dare, 
There was a tẽple in Frigiac thus laith he) 
Ok Jupiter, in whiche there ſtode a chare 
With ropes bounde of ſtones and pyzre, 
Amonge whiche men might beholde and ſe 
A fatall knotte, by craft made ſo ſubtile, 
That no man could vndo it by no wyle. 


Foz who that had ſcience 02 cunnynge 
That curious knot to loſe 02 vntwyne, 
Ouer Alpe he ould be crowned kyng: 
And Alexander as bokes determyne, 
Seinge this chare, knitte with many line, 
And how it ſemed a maner impoſſible 

To euer it, whiche was indiuilible, 


The chare w coardes was ſoenterlaced 
That rychely ſtode in Joues tabernacle, 
Whiche by his witte coulde not be enbzaced, 
Neither by craft noz no ſolemne myꝛacle: 
Tyll Alexander by a diuyne ozacle f 
Dꝛew out his {wozde, wherof mẽ had woder, 
Carfe the knotte # coꝛdes all aſunder. 


Wherby he wyſt that he was oꝛdeyned 
Ouer all Aſpe to be loꝛde and kyng, 

Whiche to reioyte this ſtozy is not fayned 

He rode like Mars, his battayles coueiyng, 
Though Perce a mede, his ſtãderds ſplavig 
Coward his cõqueſt, where J let him dwell, 
| S. iii. And 


And of his chare a knottes J will you tell, 


Pꝛudent Juſtinus an olde croniclere, 
Jn his cronicles rehearſeth this ſtoꝛv, 
Yowe Goꝛdius a poze labozer 
Belide the citye that called is Goꝛdie, 
Eryng his lande did his oxen gye: 
And all maner foules that hath flyght 
Pye in the ayze appeared in his ſyght. 


Unknowe to him the token what it meant, 
With diuinours caſt him to counlaple, 
Called Jugures, which holy in their entent, 
Jznowen the p2ocelle of luch diuinayle 
Where it hall pꝛofite eyther diſauaple: 
And at the gate of Gozdy the citye, 

He met a mayde excelling of beautte 


Whiche from aboueby heauenly inſtuence 
Had from her byzth a maner knowledgyng, 
n luche augury,great pꝛactike and ſcience, 
Ohiche to Goꝛdius expowned euery thyng: 
Sayd of ã ſie he Gould be loꝛde and kyng, 
And raygne there duryng all his lyfe, 
In hope wherok, che became his wyke, 


After his weddyng he wart foztunate, 

The cronicle can beare me well recoꝛde, 
There kyll in Frigy a ſodayne great debate 
Among the commons a moztall dilcozde, 
Bnowyng no meane to bꝛyng the at accozde, 
Tyll their goddes by notable pꝛouidence, 
Taught them a way to appeaſe their violece, 


How that debate ſhoulde among them laſt 
Unto the time they had choſen a kyng: 

And they gan cry # pꝛay their goddes faſt 
By ſome ligne o2 myꝛacle out ſhewpng, 
To geue tothem a maner knowlegyng, 
That they myght to their notable encreace, 
Choſe ſuch one, p ſhould them let in peace, 


They had aunſwere to waite, a be wel ware 
To let ſpyes by buſy attendaunce 

On whom they met ridyng in a chare 

To Joues temple to do his obleruaunce, 
And hym recepue by goddes oꝛdinaunce: 
Upon his heade withouten moze tariyng, 
To let a crowne in Frigie to raygne kyng, 


And Goꝛdius in his chaire ridyng, 
Toward the temple they on the way him met 
And awaytyng, chole him to their kyng, 
And ſolemnely home they did hym let, 
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Upon his head a ryche crowne they ſet: 
And he to them ſo egall was and mete, 
That he them bꝛought into reſt and quiete, 


Thus to the crowne Goꝛdius did atteyne 
By tokens chewed vnto hys great auaple, 
And their diſcoꝛdes and ſtryues to reſtrayne, 
He to his lieges gaue notable counlaple, 
That they chould with royall apparaple, 
Take his chayꝛe, as he did them deuple, 
And offer it vp in molt lowly wile 


In the temple that was conſecrate 

To Jupiter, a full ſolempne place: 

And moze to make their offryng foztunate, 
They qhould it ſet( without lenger (pace) 
To koꝛe the goddeſſe that was called Grace, 
Whiche by myꝛacle their hartes to appeaſe 
Set all the people in quiete and in eale. 


And whan the kyng Alexander had 

Loſed the knot of whiche J haue you tolde, 
And of the chaire whiche Goꝛdius ladde 
The ſecretes ſepne & miſteries manifolde, 
Woꝛldly pꝛeſũption gan make his hart bolde, 
Without title of any ryghtwilenes, 

The citye Gozdy to ſpoile of his riches. 


Ind all Affryke he robbed eke alſo 

Up to the mountayneÞ called was Taurus, 
The whiche hyll hath famous names two 
Foz it is alſo named Caucaſus: 

Where this pzynce molt vyctozious, 
Oꝛdepned firſt with lpeare and chelde, 
Igaynſt kyng Dary foz to holde a felde, 


Upon a mountapne they together met, 

The marciall plaine named Yozeſtes, 

Ind molt pzoudly their wardes thereithey ſet 
All foz the warre and nothing foz the pees: 
LOhere Alexander, in knyghthodepeerles, 
All the Perciens battayled in his lyght, 
And Darius party were put vnto flight, 


Kyng Alexander choztly to conclude, 

In his molt ſtately royall magnificente 
Set not his truſt in no great multitude, 
But in his knyghts, which long in his pꝛelẽte 
Had had in armes longe experience: 

Were well pꝛeued in marciall diſciplyne, 
Tenhaũte his coqueſt by their pꝛudẽt doctrin 


Whiche in iourney haue the ſo well bozne, 


(That in their nobles founde was no * 


Foz (yrty thouſande of fotemen the befozne, 
They ſlewe ol Perce, and men on hozſbacke 
Other ten. M, ſo moztall was the wzacke: 
And.xl.thouſande as made is mencion, 
Were paiſoners,and put to theyz raunſon, 


On Grekes partie the ſtoꝛy dothe wel chew, 
Macedonoys on Alyſanders ſyde, 

In compariſon were flayne but a fewe: 

Foꝛ of fote men and men that dyd ryde 
Th2ough the feldes b were ſo large # wyde, 
There were that day in theyꝛ moztal ſtriues, 
Nat full thze. C.whiche p loſte their lyues. 


Dary coude none other reſcue make, 

Fled at miſchefe in full great diſtreſſe, 

His wile, his doughrer, led awaye and take, 
His tentes (poyled,his ſtoꝛy bereth witnelle: 
Grekes made glad with ful great rycheſſe, 
His cofers ſpoiled, he fonde no better ſuccour 
And he enpoueriched of hys whole treaſour. 


Whan Dary ſaw his deedly auenture, 

Ful pitouſiy in heart he dyd mourne, 

And anone after thys diſconfiture 

To Babylon in haſt he gan retourne: 

Ind while that he dyd there loiourne. 
Lnowyng no reture to hym 5 might auaple, 
With Alylandze to holde moze battaple, 


Than of pur pole to ſet hym ſelfe in caſe, 
And foꝛ taleye hys deedly fell greuaunce, 
In his entent kyng Alyſander to pleaſe, 
Caſt foz to ſende him letters of pleaſaiince, 
peue hym giftes in full great abundaunce, 
But al þ eight which darius hath wzoughtk, 
Byng Alyſander let them echone at nought, 


This manly kyng kept his conceyte cloſe, 
Lyſt nat ewe what he ment in dede, 

But caſt fully after hys purpoſe, 

Upon his conqueſt farther to pꝛocede: 

After the gettyng of Perce and eke of Mede, 
To wyn Surry, Egypt, and Libye lande, 
Demyng foztune redy to hys hande, 


And ofhys conqueſt farther to endyte, 
Whan his gloꝛy gan moſt ftechely chyne, 
The temple of Jupiter caſt hym foz to vilite, 
Whiche ſtode in Libye, auctours determine, 
Sapde how he was dilcended from the lyne 
Of thylke god, boꝛne to be hys heyze, 

Is lozde ok heauen, lire, water, earth, ayze. 
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Ind that the pꝛieſtes fully choulde aſent 
With heauenly gods to make hym egall, 
Great richeſle and treaſour he them ſent, 
Thus d2ede and mede made hym celeſtiall, 
Fallely foꝛgat that he was moztall: 

And of ambicion by Marciall apparaple, 
Caſt with Dary agayne to haue battayle, 


And as J fynde howe they dyd mete, 

The two pzynces with people innumerable, 
In the confront of the lande of Crete, 

And kyng Dary of folkes defenſable 
B2ought to the felde a people incomparable 
Four hundzed M. of fotemen fet fro farte, 
With IJlyſander foz to holde warre, 


In hundꝛed. M. there came with him alſo 
On hoꝛſbacke, in ſtele armed bꝛyght,. 

And all thys people whan they had a do 
Al be that daye full longe laſt the fyght) 
Were ſlayne and take and yput to ſtyght: 
Where Alyſander to yys encreaſe of gloꝛ ye, 
Had ofkyng Dary that day the victozye, 


Ind Perciens to they? final miſchefe, 
Without mercy oꝛ paying of raunſon, 

With kynge Dary were put to great repzefe, 
Uoyvde of all hope and conſolacion, 

Fled as J fynde into the region 

Called Parthe, where as it is tolde, 

He of that people was take and put in holde. 


And though hys fetters were of golde ryche, 
He had therof god wote no pleaſaunce: 
Foztunes gyftes be nat aye plyche, 

In her falſe whele there is luche variaunce, 
Diuers of chere, ſtrange of her countenaũce, 
Made Alylander with a lytle numbze, 

The multitude ot Dary to encombꝛe. 


Within a towne called Tharſa he was take; 
Ina charet with cheynes ſtrong ybonde, 
Ok all his frendes pitoully fozſake, 
Ledde, a hurt with many a moztal wounde: 
Ind this mur de contriued was and founde 
By one Beſſus, a froward recheles knyght, 
Which ſtode afoze molt fozthered in his light. 


Ind was aſſured by fayth of his legiaunce 
To kyng Dary to be true in dede, (chaunce, 
But this falſe traytour god lende hym myſ⸗ 
Cauſed his woundes moztally to blede: 
Pet 02 he died, he ſent in all his dꝛede 
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A Percien knyght lad and of great age, 
To Alyſander, to tell hym his mellage. 


To thanke that pꝛinte of his hye nobleſſe, 
Which of his grace a mercy molt habounde 
Hym lyſt to Gew ſo great gentylneſſe 

Unto my wife, and childzen as it is founde, 
Foz which to hym J am lo muche bounde, 
That he myne enemy of hys benignite 

In they diſtreſſe ly haue of them pite. 


And lith J ſee that nedes J muſt dey 
Thꝛough blody woͤũdes, whiche Jmape nat 
Say Aliſander of grace that J pꝛay (recure, 
Foz to haue ruth of myne auenture, 

Next to oꝛdayne foꝛ my lepulture: 

Ind condilcende to graunte myne aſkyng, 
Foꝛ to be buryed as longeth to a kyng. 


Pꝛaping the gods which be immoꝛtall 
Whan he hath done to qupte hym hys mede, 
That of his mercy molt imperyall 

Hym lyſt of grace foꝛ to take hede 

Tovury me kyng of Perce and Mede: 
Fo2yf this tauout be in his hert founde, 

To his nobleſle the fame all aye rebounde. 


Kequyzynghym of his imperyailmyght, 
Ot my toule murder to ſee eche circumſtance: 
Fo? murder alway callethj to god of ryght, 
Neuer ceſſyng but by continuaunce 

Up to the heauen tocrye foꝛ vengeaunce, 
Namely on murder compaſſed and thought 
I hich by auilement is execute æwꝛzought. 


Ind ſythe J haue layd on the thys bonde 

To Alylander to do my meſſage, 

And him contiured here with my ryght hande 
Taucge my deth w2ought by great outrage, 
My blode out ted with pale & deed viſage, 
Here bode in ſtockes to gods moſt benigne, 


With rygyt hole hert my ſpzite J reſygne, 


Thus he lay ſtarke, ther was found no abode 
Lyke as another moꝛtall creature. 

When Xlyſander the murder vnderſtode 

As ye haue herde remembꝛed by ſcripture, 
He dyd oꝛdapne foꝛ his (ſepulture 

The funerall feaſt to holde in all thyngeg 
As by olde tyme longed bnto kynges, 


CLenuoye 
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CON His tragedy pitous foz to here, (ble, 
d | Sheweth of foꝛtune p chaunges lam: 
Ok ropal trones, of gold a ſtones clere 

Ok woꝛrldly pꝛinces howe they be bnſtable: 
(Their fatal whele moſt diners chaũgeable, 
With vnware turne lyſt nat her courſe tary 
To thzow thedowne,reco2de of king Dary, 


Who can oꝛ map be ful aſſured here 
Tomake foztune to be ſo treatable, 

To finde out a way oꝛ ſearche out the manere 
By obligation to fynde her immutable⸗ 
Her double face, the woꝛlde aye dilcepuable, 
Shew eche daye howe falſely they can vary, 
By couert fraude, recoꝛde ofkyng Dary. 


Example how Phebus with his bemes clere 
Sheweth ſomeday his lyght moſt agreable, 
But long oꝛ eue darkenes dothe appere 
Thzough cloudy myſtes, ⁊ raynes durable: 
To vs declaryng by tokens full notable, 
Woꝛldly dignities now frech now contrary, 
Can change her tydes,recozde of king Dary, 


Though al Aſpe, Perce, and Mede yfere, 
His lozdhyplaſt,a thing incomparable, 

To Ethiope vnder the mydday ſpere, 

Ful of treaſure with golde innumerable 
His boundes raught, foztune eke ſeruiſable 
To obey hys luſtes tyll the gan falſely vary, 
By expert fraude to pzeue her might in Dary 


Noble pꝛintes with hole hert and entere 
Lyfte vp your cozages, holde thys no fable, 
Though pe ſyt hye conceyue with good chere 
No woꝛldlye loꝛdchyp in erth is perdurable: 
Ind lith ye be of nature reaſonable, 

Among remembze as thyng moſt neceſſary 
All tant vpon chaũge, recoꝛde of king Dary, 


The.xii. Chapter. 


C here Bochas remembzeth the batayles 
and loſſe of realmes of antiquitie, with 
the fallyng of diuers nobles, 


J Eregineth Bochasremebze in certaine 

The great ſoꝛowes, p moztal diſaueyls 

The loſle of realmes.,þ blod edi vaine 

Begon of warres and marciall appareyls, 
Called to mynde of olde the fell batayls 
Gon of antiquitie.as made is mencion, 

Firſt atwene Grekes a them of Troy = 

Api⸗ 


A pitous hert it woulde make blede, 

To haue in memoꝛie the great outrage 

Is ye haue heard w2ought in Perce # Mede 
Atwene Dary and Alyſandze in theyz age, 
Eke atwene Romnains x them of Cartage, 
The wofull troubles of warres firſte begon, 
Cauleth all miſchefes that ben vnder the ſon, 


On outher partie whocanremembze aryght 
Nowe loſle, nowe lucre, cometh of diuiſion: 
Now diſencreaſe, now heauye a now lyght, 
Now like now dethe, foꝛ choꝛt concluſion, 
Foz Bochas ſayth luche falſe diſcention 
Path many kyngdomes  ſtode in hye eſtate, 
Tourned to rupne, and made them deſolate, 


Remebze of Troy the walles bꝛoke downe, 
In Grete diſtroped manyla trongecyte, 
In Perte and Mede great deſolation, 
Rome diſpurueyed of marciall ſurete, 
Caſtels and tours of olde antiquite 

Made rupnous, in Iffryke and Cartage, 
Cauled by warres # Martes cruel tage. 


Who lyſt conlider w2ought by dapes olde 
The courſe of conqueſt of theſe warrtours, 
Jn Alyſander he clerely mape beholde, 

By remeinb2aunce ot his pzogenytours, 
And of hys blode, howe all the ſuccefſours 
Had fatally oz they dyd hence wende, 

A ſodapne deth oz a hamefull ende. 


Full many reckened that wer ofhys lynage 
Foz to ſucce de in hys poſſeſſions, 

To ſyxe and thirty partyng his heritage 

To eche aſſigned theyz royall poztions, 
Firſt as he made hys dinilions 

He gaue of Frigie the pꝛefecture ot ryght 

To Leonatus that was ſo good a knyght, 


But a lytle whyle laſt hys poſſeſſion, 

Foz the countrees lyſt hym nat obey, 

They of Ithenes had indignation 

With Antipater foz he dyd warrey: 

pet in that warre, playnly foz to lay, 
Leoſtenes theyꝛ duke, theyz gouernour, 
Was flapne 5ᷣ̊ day he found no better ſuccour, 


And Leonatus that was his aduerſary, 

Df Fntipater the partye to ſuſtene, 

Founde foꝛtune that daye to hym contrary: 
Foꝛ in the felde though he rode armed clene, 
With a ſpere his weunde was made grene 
It miſcheke layne,myne auctour doth copile 
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Thus his loꝛdchyp laſt nat but a whyle. 


Intipater another ſucceſſour 

Ok Alylander as made is mencion, 

Was vy recozde the ſame falſe traytour 
That foꝛ his death tempered the poyſon, 

Yys (on Caſſãder attõpliched the trayſon, 
Bare the cup which that made hym ſterue, 
With p ſtrong poyſon when he dyd him ſerue; 


Intipater ofthis crime culpable, 
Greatly deſyzed in his opinion 

Upon all tho than to be vengeable, 
That likely were to eſpyehis trayſon: 
Dꝛede hym ſoꝛe hauyng ſuſpection 
Leſt he were accuſed to the eſtateg, 
Ok crime called lele maieſtatis. 


Nys ſoone aſſented to that hozrible dede, 
Whtch to Ilylander beyng in Babylone, 
Moſt traytourly without chame oz dꝛede 
As ye haue heard, pꝛeſented the poyſone: 
And yet the kyng as made is mencion, 
Though he to hym falſe was and contrary, 
He made him pꝛelect, loꝛd of 5ᷣ land of Cary, 


And among other notable warriours, 
There were thze moze ful woꝛthy & famoug, 
Set in the numbꝛe of his enheritours, 
Polycarpus, and Neoptolonius 

And eche ok them to other enuious: 

Within a felde the ſtozye dothe vs lere, 
Eueriche llewe other as they met yfere, 


Of Perdicas what chould J wꝛite oz ſapne, 
Which among all was one the beſt knyghtz 
That whan Alyſander laye diyng certayne 
Ind gan to feble ok hys fozce ⁊ myght, 
Dempt afoze that it (at ful well ofryght, 
How thys Perdicas foz wildom # manhede; 
In Matedone ſhoulde after hym ſuccede, 


And vnto hym with loke a chere benigne 
Upon his heed foꝛ ſickeneſſe complaynyng, 
With full whole hert,foz a notable ſigne 

Ok ſucceſſion he gaue tohym a ryng, . . 
Ifter his day to be crowned kyng 

Ok Matedone, ſith he moſt might auaple 
Thꝛough al his empyꝛe to haue 8 gouernaile 


Ind yet ſayth Bochas playnly in ſentence, 
Though he of knyghthode and hie pzoweſle, 
Ok manly foꝛce, and alſo of pꝛudente, | 
Paſſed all other, the ozye beareth _— 


By vicious pꝛide a frowarde boyſkouſneſle, 
De was moze hyndzed th2ough his outrage, 
Than all his enemxes myght do hi domage. 


Foz thꝛoughe his pꝛide and great extozcions, 
Fro Matedone the people of that countre 
Fledde into other ſtrange regions, 

And of pꝛelumption the ſtozy layth howe he 
Begana warte agayne zyng Tholome: 
Where he was llayne in all mens ſyghtes, 
Nat ok his enemies but of his own knightes, 


Ehe of Anaxarchus of Capadoce kyng 
Whiche pzouince topneth vnto Surry, 
Touchyng the botides by recozde of waityng 
Towarde the Ozient, the lande of Irmeny, 
Hauyng two cofitryes Scilice and Jſaury, 
Towarde Cypꝛe # a great ryuere (flere, 
Kennyng ainiddes with ſtremes freſhe and 


This Anaxarchus were he lothe oz fapne, 
In dapes ftewe hath hys kyngdomelozne, 
Fo2by Perdicas pꝛoudip he was ſlapne, 

Ot whom that J haue you tolde befozne: 
Thus wozldly pzices tho they had it \wozne, 
Foꝛ all they: lozd(hyp and domination, 

By kraude of foztune vnwarly be put doune, 


And ainonge other pꝛynces of that age, 
Upon Alylander duly abydyng, 

Bochas reherleth Amplchar of Cartage, 
Duke of that cite by reco2de of wzityng, 
After the death of that wozthy kyng, 

Is ye haue herde pmurdꝛed by poyſon, 
This ſayd Xmpylchar repeyzinge to his toun 


Was llayne in Cartage, choꝛtly to conclude, 
Ok cruel malice and conſptracion, 

Within that cite of falſe ingratitude, (ne, 
Whan he of knighthode frichiſed had p tow⸗ 
Ind nat withſtandyng all his hyerenoune, 
Whan he ſtode hyeſt in hys felicite, 

He by the commons was llayne of that cite, 


The.ritii,Chapter, 


& Howe Eumenydes was twyle 
outraped by Antigonus 
and at the laſt dyed 
in pꝛyſon. 


Had all conquered tofoze as ye haue 


Mz. Alilãder in his roial eſtate herd 
He lite a god moſt pompous tc elate, 


The fourth boke, 


As ſouerayne pzince of all mpddleerde, 

To take vpon hyin was nothyng aferde, 
To clapme in countrees a thyngeÞ was nat 
Of Jupiter to be both lonne a heyꝛe. (fayze, 


One of the pꝛinciples, who ſo taketh hede 
That firſt bzought in falſe ydolatry, 

Was thylke tyme 5ᷣ pzieſtes foz falſe dzede 
DySname with goddes gan to maguitfy, 
Ind ſo to call hym offayned flattery: 

And mydde their tẽples in Liby on a ſtage, 
Ok hys lykenes they ſet vp an ymage, 


But lytle oz nought to hym it myght auaple 
Agapne his deth toz to do ſuccour, 

When the fell poylon hys hert dyd aſſaple 
Whiche made him fade as doth a tour, 
Ok whole empyze was none enheritour, 
Saue in his deth thus ſtode the wokul caſe, 
Twente lixe a thirty hys land deuyded was 


Ind in his ſtozy full playnl it is tolde, 
This departicion to make it ferme # ſtable 
He was laide fozth vpon a couche of golde, 
To reherſe by tokens full notable 

Whome he dempt of very ſothe moſt able 

Ok all his pzinces playnly to diſcerne, 
When he was deed, his kingdom to gouerne, 


Tirſt there was one amonge all that pꝛees 
Next Alyſander the knightlyeſt man, 
The wozthy knyght called Eumenides, 
Whole high renoun ful well rehearſe can 
P2udent Juſtinus, the great hiſtozian, 
Oꝛdapned afoze to gouerne realmes two, 
All Capadoce and Pafflagonpy alſo, 


His hie nobles as made is mencion 

In elpeciall moze to magnify, 

Hym lacked nought ofcommendacton 

That apparteyned bnto chiualry, 

To hie pzudence,oz noble policy: 

Except thze thinges myn auctoꝛ ſayth 5 ſame 
Icrowne, a lcepter,and akynges name. 


But foz that he all other dyd excell | 
Bothe of pzudence and famous chiualry, 
It is remembzed as ſome bokes tell, 
That there were ſome had therat enup: 
Foz when foztunelyſt to ſet vp an hye 
Any perſon aloft vpon her whele. 

Some are beſyde that like it neuer a dele. 


Who holdeth him euer vpon hie — 


Fyndeth great erpericce of blaſtes # hours, 
Olt is troubled with ſtoꝛme wind &raines, 
So of Alyſander the pzoude (ucceſours 
Whan they (at freſheſt in they2 flours, 
Winde of enuy,fo2tune helde ſo the rother, 
That eche was buly to deſtroy other, 


On hylles hye it is an impoſſible 

A man to abyde without winde oz repne, 

A thyng expert and very viſible, 

Hye climbyng vp is medled with diſdeyne: 
Peace hath enuyas it is oft ſeyne, 

And thzough pzeferryng of foꝛtune i eſtates, 
Js euer caule of great warre and debates, 


This ſame thinge was well expert #pzeued 
Among theſe (ayd royall enherytours 

Of Ylylander.foz eche of them was greued 
To ſee hys felow raygne in his flours: 

Ind thus atwene theſe myghty (ncceſſours 
Of falſe enuy there gan ſo great a ſtryfe, 
That eche made other foz to loſe hys lyfe, 


Ind as it is afoze made mencion, 
Pollicarpus and Neptolonyus 

By a maner falſe conſpiracion | 
Igayne Eumenides were onely enuious, 
Of whole falleneſſe he was ſuſpicious, 

Tyll on a day there is no moze to lane, 
Metyng in battayle lew them both twayne 


Fo2 which ſlaughter pzoude Intigonus, 
Of Macedone pꝛefect and gouernour, 

Wert in his heart ſo fell and dilpitous, 

And was withal a noble warriour, 

With his knigytes dyd wholly his labour 
Igayne Enmenides by marciall apparaple, 
A felbe aſſigned to holde great battayle. 


Made vpon him a great diſcomfiture, 

As they mette armed bzyght in ſtele: 

Ind thus Eumenides of moztall auenture 
Fledde at miſchefe into a ſtrong caſtell, 
Wherof his knightes lyked neuer a dele: 

Foz as the ſtoꝛy playnly maketh mynde, 
That day he f led and left his men behyhde, 


In which caſtell foꝛ he ſtode deſtitute, 

Fro thencehe caſt in all haſt to f lye, 

In his great miſcheke to fynde ſome tefute 
That time he dꝛew him to a ſtrãge conntrye, 
Some luccour to get auenged foꝛ to be, 
Called Argyꝛe, by Grekes of entent,- 

The Latyn cozrupt of this woꝛde argent. 
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Taf. cv: 


Ok Argiraſpedes a people that there dwell 
The name they tobe after that region, 

The whiche lande as olde bokes tell 

Hath of ſyluer plente and foyſon: 

Foz which caule by olde dilcription, 

It tote the name ok nature and ok tyght, 
Becaule the ſoyle like ſyluer ſhyneth bꝛyght. 


And of thys yle which hath ſo great a pzyſe 
Is myne authour maketh reherlaple, 

How the people be pꝛouident and wyſe, 
Pꝛudent in armes, and manly in batayle, 
Bothe to defende and pꝛoudlye to aſſayle: 
Whiche by theyꝛ wiſdome a good counſaple, 
To kyng Jlyſander ſtode in great auayle. 


And Eumenides one ok his lucceſſours, 

As ye haue herde dꝛewe to that countre, 
There to fynde ſome refute andſuccours 

In his miſchefe and great aduerſite: 

Ind foz his woꝛdes of great authozite, 

Dis noble langageand his fayze eloquence, 
The people had him in ful great reuerence, 


Ind foz they were manly and cozagious, 
Able to aſſemble bothe plate and mayle, 

He made them riſe agaynſt Intigonus, 

By theyꝛ pꝛowes with hym to haue bataple: 
But of foꝛtune hys party gan to faple, 
Wher thilke people. the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 
Yad afoze ben full victouous. | 


Intigonus hath the felderecured, (ons 
That day his knigytes fought lpke wode ly⸗ 
In kurious tene of hys cozage aſſured, 
B2ake theyz tentes and pauilions, 

Spoiled their caſtels robbed their diigeong, 
Where that countre vnwarelp thus affrayed 
Had neuer atozein bataple ben outrayed, - 


Ind ok diſpite this people recheles, 

Caught in their hert great indignation 
Agapne their pꝛynte, this ſapd Eumenides, 
Which had the bzought to their deſtruction: 
And atl the people ot one opinion | 
Pꝛeſented him it was nat after longe, 

To Antigonus bounde in chaynes ſtrong, 


In this pꝛoces bzefely to pꝛocede, 

At — milchele he dyed in plone: 

De found no mercy playnly as J rede, 
Foz all his nobleſſe noz hys hye renoune, 
et ofhys manhodemadeis mencion, 

ha that tozy lyſt to loke aryght, 
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With Alylander there was no better knight, 


In hys conqueſt euery hour and ſpace 


De was moſt cheryched foz hys hye nobleſſe, 


Aboue all other ſtode molt inhis grace, 

To helpe and relcue fol ke in their diſtrelle: 
All be that he dyed in wꝛetchedneſſe, 

To vs declaryng the great vartaunces, 
That all daye fall in foztunes chaunces. 


CLenuoye, 


ys tragedy of duke Eumenides 
Sheweth of foꝛtune þ great doublencs, 
How woꝛldly pzinces that ben recheles 
With vnware chaunges fall into diſtreſſe: 
Ind there may be no greater heuynelle 
After pꝛolperite, noꝛ greater payne 
Than aduerſite which that is ſodayne, 


Greateſt enny whereis greateſt pzea ce, 
Greateſt awayte where is moſt rycheſle, 
And greateſt eaſe where is reſt and peace, 
Where moſt diſco2zde moſt is heuyneſle: 
And of all (020w ſo2owfulleſt exceſſe, 

Is thylke ſozow Þ dothe a man conftrayne, 
Ilter pꝛoſperite with aduerſite(odayne, 


Jzinces in erthe of power peerles 
Ohich excelled all other in nobleſſe, 
Had in this woꝛlde by coqueſt moſt encrees, 
As Alyſander the ſtoꝛy bereth wytneſſe: 
Nemẽbꝛe the fyne ok all theyz hye pꝛoweſſe, 
And the triũphes to which they dyd attapne, 
After pꝛoſperite aduerlite ſodayne. 


The ſtrong enheritours which þ he out chees 
Sire x thirty, the nombꝛe to expzeſſe, (les, 
Whiche hadde poſſeſſion of kyngdoms dout⸗ 
Eche thyng obeying to their wozthyneſſe, 
Tyl foꝛtune thꝛough her wunted doubleneſſe 
Shewed yer myght vnwarely to oꝛdayne, 
After pꝛolperite aduerſite ſodayne. 


Noble pꝛynces to auopde all diſencrees -- 
Amonge your ſelues diſcoꝛdes to tepzeſſe, 
Be nat enupous, noz pꝛous cauſeles, 
Wotke nothyng of haſty wylkulneſſe: 

Let diſcretion be vour gouernereſſe, 
Foz theremuſt kolow pf ye parte on twapyne, 
Akter pꝛoſperite aduerſiteſodayne, 


The. xiiii. Chapite r. 


The fourth boke. 


zv Howe Qucene Olympiades, fo2 che 
delyted in vyces, murdze, and ven- 
geaunce, dyed at milcyete, 


Ext in oꝛder to Bochas dyd appere 
Nun the milchefe of Eumenides, 
, The great quene wa full pitous chere 
Mother of Alplander, Olymptades, 
Boꝛne ot the lyne of Gaades 
Amonge quenescher ſtozy bereth wptneſſe) 
Excelled all other in beauty and rycheſſe. 


She was doughter to Neoptolomus 

The mighty kyng of Epirothes, 

Ind had ſulpecte how Neptanabus 

By enchauntment put hymlelfe in pꝛees 
Of wifely trouth to make her recheles: 
But Bochas here foz to ſaue her name, 
Waiteth but lytle of her dilclaunderous fame, 


This lad quene right fayze of her viſage, 
Was firſt bꝛought fozth in thylke regions 
Where all the wozthy of blode and of lynage, 
Helde they2 lcepters,and their ryche crouns, 
Though all Grece with full poſſeſſions: 
So that this quene that tyme nere and farre 
Dag of beaute, called the lode ſtarre. 


But among al her great pꝛolperitees, 

Yer youth flowig in moſt louerapne nobleſſe 
Her toye was meddled W great aduerſitces, 
Whan Philip Macedoin her great heuineſſe 
Was moztally wounded in diſtrelle, 

In Cythia by a certayne nation 

Called Tribolops, as made is mencion. 


Fo2 in that countre bpon a certapne dap, 
Wyere as he faught and dyd hys beſt payne, 
To gette a cite, and at a liege lap, 

Ind fozthaſſaute dyd his ſtuffe ozdapne, 
He loſt vawarely one of his eyen twapne: 
That whan the quene behelde hys wounde, 
Foz ſoꝛow che fell platte vnto the grounde. 


Another thyng, bokes ſpecifpe 

Troubled her fame by great heuyneſſe, 
The (uſpecte ſclaunder of aduoutry 
Wꝛought by Neptanabus,enchauntyng her 
The lighteclipſyng of hie nobles, (fapꝛenes, 
By{\wifte repozt foz to hynder her name, 


| Whatfhjethmoze ſwikte then wicked fame: 


Jn womanhede (as authours all wyte) 


Moſt thing comended is they; chaſt honeſte, 
Thyng 


Thyng moſte ſclaundzous their nobles to a- 
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Ecat.cui, 
But che anone in her malice feruent, 


Js whan painceſſes of haſty freelte, (twite Fro the gybet made hym to be take donn: 


Excede the boundes of wifely chaſtyte: 
Foz what auapleth linage oz royall bloode, 
Whan of theyzliuyng p repozte is nat goode: 


The holy bedde defoyledofmaryage 

Oz ones (oyled may nat recured be, 

The voyce goth fozth # the froward langage 
By many realmes and many a great cite, 
Sclaunder hath a cuſtome (and that is pite) 
Trew outher falſe by contagious ſowne 
Ones reyſed it goth nat lyghtly downe. 


And to moze hindꝛyng of Olymptadeg, 
Philippe away dyd from her decipne, 

Jud of the kyng of Eppꝛothes 

The wyfe he toke tohys concubine 

Called Cleopatra playnely to termine, (ble 
And thus in myſcheke tencreaſe of her trou⸗ 
Their falſe aduoutrie gan to were double, 


Ok this pzoces wꝛite wyll J no moꝛe 
Caule the matter is abhominable, 

Foz kyng Philip the bargayne bought ſoze 
Is is remembzed by cronicles ful notable, 
Slapne on a day ſyttyng at hys table 

Full ſodaynly oz he toke any hede, 
Pauſanias dyd that cruell dede, 


Of which (laughter folowed a ſtrange caſe 
1s ye haue herde by Pauſanias wzought, 
Olympiades full glad and mery was, 

Heuy outwarde her heart voyde of thought: 
Pet faynyngly che hath wayes out ſought 
Foz hym to holde ſolempne and royall, 

Lyke Grekes rightes, a feaſt funerall, 


After whole dethe wꝛought of great cruelte, 
Byng Alyſander made no lenger let 

Made Panlonitas taken foz to be, 

And to be hanged vpon an hye gybet: 

Upon whole head there was a crowne let 
Ok golde and peerle, and riche ſtones Inde, 
By Olympiades in ſtozy as J fynde. 


Foz he ſtode greatly in the quenes grace, 
And as foltze dempt of ſuſpection, 

They met together in many pꝛiuy place, 
Which greatly tourned to her confuſion? 
Foꝛ noyle aroſe thzough all that region 
That by thoccaſion ot theyʒ miſlpupng, 


How Paulanias ſlough Philyp the kyng. — 


Made his body loleinpnely to be bꝛent 
Kept his excquies with great oblation, 
After the ryghtes of that region: 
Natleft behinde in partie noꝛ in all 
That appertayned to feaſtes funerall. 


Upon kynge Philyp as it were foz thenones 
To do her loꝛde a ſhame o2 a deſpyte. 
Solempnely che made bꝛenne the bones, 
Ok Pauſantas. foz a falſe appetite: 

Unto no man the had lo great delite, 

Foz which this feait was like in all thinges; 
To thexequies of pzynces and of kynges, 


She made his ſwerde alſo to be take 

Dith whiche he lough Philyp the kyng, 
Offred it vp onely foz hys lake 

Tokoꝛe Appollo,by recoꝛde of wzityng: 
Which to her was (claundze a hyndzyng, 
Cauled folke deme in their entent 

To ſlee kyng Philyp, how ſhe was ok aſſent; 


To be cruel was ſet all her plea ſaunce, 
Fo2 mercyleſle voyde of all pyte, 

On Cleopatra cauſynge thys vengeaunce, 
That Ge her lel fe henge vpon a tree: 
Murdꝛed her doughter the ſtoꝛye yemayle, 
What malyce map, vf it be declared, 

Unto the malyce of women be compared, 


Spcke of them that be malpcious 

And lyſt ofcuſtome foz to be vengeable, 
Amongea thoulande one may be vertuous 
And in two thouſand ſome one is merciable, 
But when they be ok rancour vntretable, 
There is no Tygre moze cruel doutles, 
Recozde J take, of Olympiades. 


Ind the of malite was moꝛe ſet of fyꝛe 

To execute boldly her vengeaunce, 

By the occaſion of the great empyꝛe 

Ok Perce a Mede, ful famous in ſubſtaũce, 
Which ſtode by coqueſt vnder ß gouernaunce 
Of Alylander, wherby che thought her ſtrõg 
Tacheue eche thyng were it right oꝛ wong. 


Dempte her power ould aye contune 
By the meane of hys hygh maieſte, 
God is ſtronger than the quene foꝛtune 
Which ſuffred her ſon in her moſt dignite 
Babpylone,poyſoned foz to be: 
is remembzed in many olde ſtoꝛpes, 
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Alter his triumphes and his victozpes. 


But foꝛ to paſſe bꝛefely to the w2ytyng 
Touchyng the quene as made is mencton, 
Wyan deed was Philyp the famous kyng 
Dhe had of Macedone full poſſeſſion: 

And gouerned that myghty region ; 
Wher like a wolues as auctours of her wzite 
To ſhede blode che gan her lelfe delyte, 


In her tyzanny moſt feruent and yzous 
Keioyſed inſlaughter and to ſee men blede, 
Foz (efpent none was moze malicious 

Then was this quene, in bokes pe map rede: 
Pet after all this che receyued her mede, 

Foz though foztune fauoured her a whyle, 
Pet with her trains ſhe coude her wel begile. 


Thende ol tyꝛantes and eke of tyzanneſſes, 
And of murdzers be they neuer lo woode, 
Of poylonmongers, ano enchauntreſſes, 

Ol talſe lupplautours contrary to all goode, 
And ok conſpirers, ⁊ them that thzyſt bloode: 
All theſe muſt haue by goddes purueyaunce, 
Hete ſhoꝛt iyfe oꝛ ſodapne vengeaunce. 


In Matedone this quene was molt behated 
X02 her vengeable moztall oppꝛeſſion, 

And Caſſander againſt her hath de bated, 
Ind gun a warre vpon her region, 

Which to Flyſander miniſtred the poyſon, 
Is ye haue herd tofoze ot hym deuyſed, 

By Intipater moſt moztally pzactyſed, 


She founde norefute but toke her to flyght 
This cruell quene,this Olympiades, 
Into a molitaine that ſtode ferre out of light, 
And of her kyn there folowed great pꝛees, 
Suppoſyng to haue lyued there in pees, 

Foz on that hyll Rode a great dongeon, 
Strongly walled about enupzon. 


Whiche that marched to a great cite 
Called Epidua, ſtandyng in great dout, 
Betaule Caſſander of olde enmpte 

Had fot her layde a ſiege about, 

Ind none ſo hardy foꝛ to iſſue out, 

Tyll Caſſander of falſe compaſſed traplon, 
Made with them a compolicion, 


Hys faythe was layde that tyme foz hoſtage, 
By othe aſſured to Olymptades, 

By couert fraude vnder fayze langage 
Toluffer her with him to lyue in pees: 


The fourth boke, 


But of his pzomyſe he falſe was a recheles, 
Foz vader treatie as made is mencion, 
The quene he toke,and caſt her pꝛyſon. 


But wyll ye le a ropall hye cozage, 

Howe boldly delpuered fro pꝛylon 

She dilcended, imperial of vilage, 

With all her maydens about her enupzon: 
Her enempes pꝛelent, woder than Lyon 
Seyng her ſtande lo ſtately of her face, (nace 
When they were pꝛoudeſt to areſt her a ma⸗ 


She was of purpoſe arayed foꝛ the nones 
(As ſayth Bochas)in molt ſtately wyle, 
In ryche purple golde and pꝛecious ſtones, 
Lyke an empꝛeſſe in the Grekyſhe gyſe: 
Her lyſt nat fiye, the ſtoꝛpe doth deuple, 
With crye noz noyſe paſſed nat her botides, 
Whan the blodyerayled from her woundes, 


She nat afrayed in all her moztall Gours, 
Uoyde of all feare lyſt nat bowe her chyne, 
Make no pꝛaper to her tourmentours, 
Noꝛ no token of cozage feminine: 
Upzyght che ſtode lyſt nat downe declyne, 
Gaue euidence as it is compzehended, 

Of what lyne and blode ſhe was dilcended. 


Foꝛ vnto the tyme che gaue vp the bꝛethe, 
Was neuer leyne pꝛince noz pꝛynceſſe 
That moꝛe pꝛoudly toke their fatal dethe, 
Foz as J deme her marciall hardpyneſſe 
Came fro Bellona, of armes chefe goddeſſe, 
Oz che had it by influence ofcozage, 

Pcue by the goddes to her and her lynage. 


Foꝛce is a bertue, as bokes ſpecify, 

Agayne all vices to make reſyſtence, 

But frowarde rancour,and pzoude melicoly 
Gaue her a ſpirite of fayned pacience, 

A falſe pꝛetente of her magnificence, 


Is (caunce the had ben in vertue ürong, 


Foz trouth to haue endured euery wzong. 


Contrarious fozce made her diſpitous, 
Stronge in her errour toendure payne, 

Of obſtinat heart te was fell and pꝛous, 
Jndethes conſtraynt lyſt nat to complayne: 
Counterfayte ſuſfraunte made her to fayne, 
Nothyng ok vertue playnely to termine, 
Noz ok no maners that be feminine. 


In her entrayles all malyce was encloſed, 
And all contagious venpm ſerpentyne, Kat 
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Nat lyke a woman but as a fende diſpoſed, 
Able to diſtroy all vertuous diſcipline: 
Thus che began thus che dyd alſo fine, 

Jn vicious murdze che dyd her aye delyte, 
herfoze ofher me lyſt no moze tendyte, 


CLenuoye, 


L ye that all thys tragedy ſe, 
Ok ruth a mercy haue compaſſion, 
To ſee a pꝛinces from her imperiall ſee 
So vnwarely by foztune thzowen doun: 
Of whole milchele this was thoccaſion, 
'n thze thinges was ſet molt her pleaſaunce 
1 n vicious lie, in murder, # in vengeaunce. 


Alas that euer the moztall cruelte 

Ok blody lwerde, by execucion 

Shoulde be appꝛopꝛied to feminite, 

Agayne the nature ok theyzcondicion, 
Cauſyng the finall ſclaunderous confuſion 
Of Olympiades, here put in remembꝛaunce, 
Foz vicious lyfe,murdze,e falſe vengeaunce, 


Under freche floures ſote and fayze to ſe, 
(The ſerpent dareth with his couert poplon, 
In chziſtall waters that calme and ſote be 
Ire peryllous pittes full of deception, 

Men ſe all day by clere inſpection, 

In faynyng faces angelyke ſuffiſaunce, 

Yyd vnderneth rancour & great vengeaunce, 


Though che excelled of her natife beaute 
All other pꝛynceſſes of that region, 

pet was neuer none feller ſene than ſhe, 
To execute lytze her opinion | 
The perylous traynes contriued oftrayſon; 
Ind ſpecially in her pompous greuaunce, 
Where the hated,fo2 to do vengeaunce, 


Noble pꝛynces let hye in dignite, 

Do aduertiſe of diſcretion, 

Jn your moſt power and largeſt liberte 

Be merciable, and do remiſſion: 

Suger with pite your indignation, 
Let grace a mercy tempꝛe your puyſſaunce, 
Of Olympiades eſchewing the vengeaunce; 


Exyle rygout farre out of pour countre, 
Gyue hym with you no iurildiction, 

To womanheed longeth not parde 

Ok cancred rancour new erecucion: 


Wher mercy reigneth of grace ther is fopſon, 


Haue this in mynde by longe tontinuaũce, 
Ok Olympiades foꝛgettynge the vengeaiice, 


Let pacience by vertuous plente 
Within your heartes purchaſe a mancion, 
Let your compaſſion attempꝛe equite 

That ryght excede nat the boundes of reaſon 
So that your feminine humbleentencion 
Bealwap bzidledby pzouident ſuffraunce, 
Uoyding al exceſſe of rygour and vengeaice, 


Fo2 it is ſayde of olde aucthozite "i 
To women longeth by diſpolition 
Mekeneſſe in langage, in pozte humilite, 
In all vertue humble ſubiection, 

Vopde of manaces ſtryfe and contencion: 
So that no man in pour attendaunce 
Elpye no token of rancour noꝛ vengeaunce: 


The ſpectall meane, the parcialite 

Shulde ok all mercy by diſcription 
Rebounde to women, foz of antiquite 

The lambe nat vled to play the Lyon: 

Noꝛ no meke doue enuped the faucon, 

Noz to pour degre by naturall accozdaunce, 
Syt nouther rygour noꝛ haſty vengeaunce, 


(This (imple lenuoy retepue it at gre, 

Ind haue therof no indignation, 

Low dyzect to your benignite, 

Onely of mekeneſſe,and no pzeſumption, 
Knowyng ofkynde your inclination 
Diſpoſed is by naturall purueyaunce 

To all mereye,and nothyng to vengeaunce. 


The. xv. Chapter. 


Chow Agathocles of lowe byꝛthe bozne, 
attayned vnto ropall dignite, en⸗ 
ded in pouerte and wꝛet⸗ 
chedneſſe. 


Haue herde ſayd full yoze agone 
A whirle winde blowing nothing ſoft; 
Was in olde engliſhe called a rodyon, 
That reyſeth duſt and ſtraw ful hye a lokte, 
And in thaſſendyng it falleth lo full ofte 
Though it be bozne almoſt to the ſkye, | 
Where it becommeth there can no man eſpye, 


Out of foꝛges by fpze that ſmythes make, 
By ee n {tis full oft vleyne : 


t thele infernall vgly ſmokes blake 
* En Fran. 


Tranſcende 5 top of many great mountayne, 
But oft lithe by a full ſodayne rayne 

Al ſuch aſcencions by rage of wind vp blow, 
With vnware turne be reuerſed full lowe, 


And ſemblably to put it at a pzefe, 
Ind execute it by clere experience, 
One the moſt contraryous milchete 
Founde tn this erthe by notable cuidence, 
g onely this .by foztunate violence 
han that wzetches churliſhe of nature 
The eſtate of pꝛynces vnwatelp doth recure, 


A crowne of golde is nothyng accozdyng 
Fo: to be (et vpon a knaues heed, 

A foltyſhe clerke foz to wearea ryng 
Acco2deth nat who that can take hede: 

And in this woꝛlde there is no greater dꝛede 
Than power geue(yf it be well fought) 
Unto luch one that firſt role vp of nought. 


There is no maner iuſte conuenience 

A royall carbuncle, rubye,o2 garnet, 

Noꝛa chaſt emeraude of vertuous erelence, 
Noz Inde ſaphyꝛs, in copper to be ſet: 
Their kyndly power in toule metall is let, 
And ſo theſtate of polittke puyſaunce, 

Is euer loſt wher knaues haue gouernatice, 


Foz a time they may well bpaſcende 
Like windy ſmokes they2 fumes ſpzede, 
A trowned aſſe playniy to compzehende, 
Veyde ok diſcretion is moze foꝛ to dꝛede 
Than is a lxon, foꝛ that one in dede 

Ok his nature is myghty and ropall, 
Uorde ot dilcretion that other beaſtiall. 


The gentle nature of a ſtronge lyon 

To pꝛoſtrate people ofkynde is merciable, 
Fo: vnto all that fall afoze hym doun 

Hys royall puiſaunce can nat be vengeable: 
But churlich wolues by rigour vntreatable, 
Ind foltyſhe aſſes eke of beſtialyte, 

Faylyng reaſon bzayde euer on cruelte. 


None is ſo pꝛoude as he that can no good, 
The leuder head the moe pꝛeſumption, 
Moſt cruelte and vengeaunce in lowe blode, 
With malapertneſſe and indiſcretion: 

Of churle and gentle make this diuilion, 
Of outher ofthe J dare right wel repoꝛte, 
Fro thens thei tame therto they wyl reloꝛte. 


Che Role is knowe by colour and ſwetneſſe, 


The fourth boke. 


And violettes fo2 their freche tarage, 

The nettle rough foz his feli ſharpuelle, 
Thiſtles, bzeres pꝛickyng by great outtage: 
Aud thus conlidzed the rote of eche lpnage, 
Frowarde tetches be euer in churics founde 
Wher vnto gentyls aye vertue doth reboiie. 


Let men beware in elpeciall of one thyng, 
How great deception is in falſe copnage, 
The plate may be bzyght inhis chewyng 
The metall falſe and chew a fayze vilage: 
All is nat golde to ſpeake in playne langage 
That chineth bꝛight, concluding on reaſon * 
Under fapze chete is ofte hyd talſe popſon, 


Foꝛ as a(kye oꝛ an vgly cloude 

Which that aſcendeth low out of the ſee, 
LOtth his blackneſſe doth the ſunne chzoude, 
That men may nat his great bꝛyghtnes ſee, 
Noz haue no comfozte of hys clere beaute: 
So vicious tetches J do pou well aure 
Difface full ofte the gyftes of nature, 


God vnto ſome bath geuen by nature 

Fo: to extell another in fayzmneſſe, 

Pet in vices by recoꝛde of ſcripture 

Thei wer dilclaũdꝛed Bochas doth witneſſe; 
Outwarde ſuger in warde bytterneſſe, 

By which enſample to purpole J map call 
Agathocles fulfyiled with vices all. 


In this ſtoꝛy he commeth now on the ryng 
Which of beaute had great excellence, 

But to declare the vicious iyupng, 

Ind to diſcriue hys outragious offence, 

If I Goulde wꝛite fully in ſentence 

Lyke his demerices wholly the maner, 

It woulde thzough perce a blot my paper. 


Touchyng his byꝛthe ol lowe bed deſcended, 
Sonne of a pozter.the ſtozy ve map le, 

In no vertue J fynde hym nat commended, 
Except nature gaue hym great beaute: 
Foſtredin miſchefe and great pouerte, 

Had eke diſdayne J can hym nat ercuſe, 
Ok hatetull pꝛide his fathers craft to vle. 


By the meane ok his great fapꝛeneſſe 

To hye eſtate he tame from low degre, 

Pet in a vice whiche J wyll nat expꝛeſſe 

Ye diſuſed curſedly hys beaute 

Agayne nature,that yuell mote he thee: 

And ſoyled he was hoztly to lpecifye, with 
di 


With all the ſpices of pꝛide and lechery, 


pet natwithſtandyng his falſe conditions 
God ſuffred hym to come to hie eſtate, 
And to gouerne diuers nacions, 

7] fynde a whyle howe he was foztunate, 
In his lechery ape pompous and elate: 
And in a cite called Cyzacuſe, 

The layde vices he frowardly gan vſe, 


And fo2 he had beaute and great myght, 

To all vices hys youth he dyd enclyne, 

Ind coude alſo fozther hym lelfe aryght 

Ok eloquence expert in the doctrine: 

Ind as it is ſayde tho he came of low lyne, 
pet as it is put in remembꝛaunce 

In hundzed knightes he had in gouernaunce. 


Of Centurpen he purchaſed an offyce, 

And that tyme he toke the oꝛder of a knyght, 
Itter choſen a tribune of great pzyce, 

Ind gate great fauour in the peoples ſyght: 
And this while it fell ſo anone ryght 

Ol Cpꝛacules he was made duke a head 
By election, becaule theyʒ lozde was dead, 


Which with Ciciliens helde a moztall Qrife, 
But Agathocles made hym victozious, 
Toke their ducheſſe after to hys wyfe: 

By meane wherofhe wert full glozious, 
And in his glozye he grewe right dilpitous, 
Foꝛgate him ſelfe thus growyng in eſtate, 
Wherthzough his cite and he were at debate, 


Dis condicions whan they gan eſpy 

And ſaw him wozke all of pꝛeſumption, 
The people anone knowyng hys tiranny, 
Exiled hym out of their region: 

In his exyle,as made is mencion, 

Ye coude nat fynde no better cheuiſaunce 
But came toaciteÞ called was Murgaũce. 


Wher by his ſleighty ſubtel falſe auyſe 

He lo demeaned hym in the peoples ſyght, 
That ofa Pꝛetoꝛ they gaue hym an offyce, 
He meupyng them in all that euer he myght 
Gaine Cyzacules to make the ſtrog to fight, 
Ok entent of them auenged to be, 

Caule,foz his exyle out of that cite, 


But in his exyle (the ſtoꝛy ſaythe none other) 
It was ſo wꝛought by mediacion | 
Ok duke Hamilchar p was hys ſwome bꝛo⸗ 


Cyzaculans of one entention (ther, 
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Called him home agayne into their toun 
And there was reſtozed to hys place, 
And reconciled to the kynges grace, 


And vnto hym they gaue by great auice, 

By aſſent of loꝛdes and all the commonte, 
Oka Pzetour newly an offyce: 

Foz Pzetozs ofcuſtome called be 

Dffycers that dwell in the cite, 

And haue full charge by dome # indgementes 
To put all gylty to payne and turmentes. 


Than ot new thys Agathocles 

Bytauſe he had moze aucthozite 

Caſt foz to trouble the quiete and the pees 
Df Cpꝛacules, and out of that cite 

All the lenatours greateſt ofdignite 
Ok moꝛtal vegeaunce this tirant made anon 
Without exception, to be ſlayne euerichon, 


This haſty ſlaughter wꝛought by tiranny, 
Might nat aſſwage noz ſtãche his fel cozage; 
Tyll he their treaſour toke by robbery 

And all Cicilehe ſpoyled by pyllage, 

Caſt of pzide vpon an hye ſtage 

Foz to alcende by fleyghty falſe woꝛkyng, 
Df all that region to be crowned kyng, 


Made his ſubiectes maugre hym dzedyng 
To cal hym kyng,and in eſpectall 

One the moſt wozthy pzynce tho lyuyng, 
That ſat in chayze of maieſtpe ropall: 

Tyll foztune chope he muſt haue a fall, 

Foz of Cartage the duke a wozthy knyght 
Fought with him twyle, a put him to flyght; 


Wherthzough he ſtode in miſchefe dilpepꝛed, 
And of al people he was had in diſdayne; 
To Cyzacule in haſt he is repayzed, 

And to his cite retourned home agapne, 
There abydyng in dꝛede and vncertapne: 
Foz whan foꝛtune gan agayne hym take, 
His frendes olde of new haue him fozlake; 


In that miſchefe he bode nat long 

Is the pꝛoceſſe maketh rehearſayle, 

Gadꝛed people and made him ſelfe ſrong 
Onelp in purpoſe all Iffryke to aſſayle, 
With them of Cartage had a great battayle, 
Them diſcomfited as foztune lyſt ozdayne, 
By bye pꝛoweſſe of his lonnes twayne. 


Archagatus ycalled was that dne, 


The 


Leaf, t bui. 
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The leconde bzother moſte woꝛthy of echone 
Called eraclydes, whiche in Þ moztal fight 
Pꝛeued him lelfe that daye a manly knyght: 
Foz by theyz mahode in which was nolacke, 
They of Cartage,were fellye put a backe. 


Foz though lo wer by foztune ofthe warre 
Agathocles had that day the victozie, 
Falle couetyſe made hym foꝛ to erre 
Audeclipſed the light of hys glozie: 

Foz as it is remembzed in hys ſtozie, 
Lyke as in his byzthe it is determined, 
To all fallenes his cozage was enclpned. 


Cruell ofcuſtome,of hert mercyles, 
His wyll was law were it wzonge 02ryght, 
Contrary to accoꝛde, frowarde vnto pees, 
20ude and lurquedous in hys owne ſyght: 
here his power ſtretched a hys myght 
Lyke a ty2aunt,naturally diſpoſed 
To execute vengeaunce afoze purpoſed, 


He thought he had power foꝛ to bynde 
Foꝛtunes whele toz to abyde ſtable, 

Which is a thing contrary to her kynde, 
Whoſe pꝛopertie is to be variable: 

Dys pꝛyde alas was to abhominable 

Foꝛ moꝛtall Pꝛince is none p map reſtrayne, 
Yer vnware tourne noz her courſe ſodayne, 


By influence of the heauenly ſtarres 

The vncouth courſe aboue celeſtiall, 

By foꝛtune and fauout of the warres 

This Agathocles of byzth full rurall 
P2omoted was vnto eſtate ropall, 

Tyll pꝛide, outrage, a froward engendzure, 
Cauled in his loꝛdchyp he myght nat endure, 


Foztune of kynde is ſo flaſkyſable, 

A monſtruous beaſt departed manyfolde, 

A lydyng ſerpent tournyng and vnſtable, 
Slipper to gripe on whom there is no holde, 
s in this boke declared is and tolde: 

Her power pꝛeued on pzinces recheles, 
Reco2de with other on Jgathocles, 


Is ye haue herde reherſed in ſentence 
Symple and bare was hys natiuite, 

Bꝛought vp and foſtred in great indigence 
Out of a ſtocke ſpꝛingyng of pouerte, 

Roſe to the eſtate of xopall dignite: 

The ryſpng vncouth marueylous tattayne, 
The fal moze greuous becauſe it was ſodayn 


From Cy2acuſe he was eryled twyſe, 
Uengeable of heart where he had myght, 
Of Affricans dilcontited thzyſe, 

Euer in batayleofcuſtome put to flyght, 
Had an vſaunce to robbe day and nyght: 
And lyke a tiraunte agayn conſcience 

To ſpoyle his ſubiectes by great violence, 


Hindꝛed by foztune wherol he was nat fayne 
Her ſtroke agayn him ſodayne and violent, 
His ſonnes two in Affritze were firſt layne, 
He of his lymmes wext feble and impotent, 
With a conlumption his entraples bzent: 
And by an ague continuall of feruence, 

He was luppꝛeſſed by ſtroke of peſtilence 


All his treaſour hath from hym tage 
His pꝛoude pozt,and his wozldly glozy, 
His wife, kyn , and fredes hath him fozſake, 
His conqueſt derke and put out ofmemozy, 
His name yclipſed ofhys olde victozy: 

And as he gan in pouerte and diſtreſſe, 

So he made an ende in wzetchedneſſe, 


Haſty ryſyng and thzifte that is ſodayne, 
Ind lurmountyng by violent raupne, 

And extoꝛt power may foꝛ a whyle attayne, 
In ryche chayꝛe of lozdC@yp foz to ſhyne: 
Sodapne aſcending dothe ſodenly declpne, 
And by vntruth whereuer there be encrees, 
Men wapt of cuſtome a ſodapne dilencrees. 


Ok Agathocles men may enſample take 
What is thende of euerp falſe tiraunt, 
Wꝛõge climbing vp dothe a foule ende make 
Foz a ſeaſon though tirauntes be puyſaunt, 
Foz2tune to them peueth no lenger graunt: 
But whan they ſyt on her whele moſt royal, 
By vnwarechaunge to haue a ſodayne fal. 


Agathocles was firſt a ſympleman 
B2ought kozth in milchefe and in pouerte, 
Sonne of a poꝛter, the ſtoꝛp tell can, 

By vicious liuyng came to great dignite, 
Ok all folke hated foz his cruelte, 
Clambe fro pouert vp to great rycheſle. 
Made poze agayne died in wzetchedneſſe, 


¶ Lenuope. 


CN Dis tragedy cheweth a figure 
Bothe by ſtoꝛy and by aucthoaite, 
How man, and beaſt, x enery creature 
Tarageth 


Tarageth the ſtocke ok his natiuitie, 

Herbe of the rote, and eche ſrute of his tre: 
Foz bothe of vertue and alſo of outrage, 
Foloweth ſome tetche oz taſte of the lynage, 


Agathocles by recoꝛde of ſcripture 

Boꝛne of lowe bed, bꝛought foꝛth in pouerte, 
pet Foꝛtune made him to recure 

Vp to hye eſtate from full lowe degre, 

His reaſon blent with ſenſualitie, 

Foꝛgate him ſelfe, to (peake in playne lãgage 
Thzough a falle tetche Þ came fro his lynage. 


(Theres a differente of colours in pycture 
On table oz wall, as men all day map ſe, 
Twene golde # golde, atwene byſe # alure, 
All is not golde that ſhyneth bꝛyght parde: 
Some noble is falſe Þ hath great beaute, 
Let men beware of countcrfayte-copnage., 
Tetches eſchuyng of churlyche lynage. 


Some man is furthered of lodain auenture, 
Set in a chay2e of royall dignitie, 

Wenyng his empyze choulde ener endure 
And neuer to be troubled with no aduerſitie, 
With royall Eagles a kyte map not flpe: 

A Jaye may chatter in a golden cage, 

pet euer (ome tetch mult folow of his lynage, 


Gentle bloude of his royall nature 

Js euer enclyned to mercy and pite, 
Where of cuſtome theſe vyllains do their cure 
By their vſurped and extoꝛt falſe poſte, 

To be vengeable by moztall cruelte, 
Thzough haſty fumes of furious courage, 
Folowyng the tetches of their vyle lynage. 


O mighty pꝛynces your nobles do aſſure, 
pour paſſions reſt with tranquilitie, 

Se how there is no meane of meaſure 
Where a ty2ant catcheth the ſouerayntie: 

Let Agathocles your wozldly mp2rour be 
To eſchue the traces ofhys froward paſſage, 
As royall bloude requyzeth of your lynage. 


The.xvi. Chapiter. 
Bowe Caſſander ſlewe the wyfe of Aler- 
ander and Hercules her ſonne. and how Anti⸗ 


pater ſlew his mother, e of other 
murders. 
de greate miſchicfe of Foztunes 


=<| myght, 
The wofull falles fro her whele in 
dede, 


of John Bochas 


Ttaf. tir. 


Ok pꝛynces, # pꝛynteſſes, who ſo loke aright, 
Ben lamentable and doleful fo to rede: 

But foꝛ all that Bochas dothe pꝛocede 

In his rehearlayl, temẽbꝛyng thus him ſelue 
To him appeared of men and women twelue, 


Ifter the death ofkyng Agathocles 

There cãe tofoze him wozthy quenes twain, 
The firſt of them was called Berſanes, 

And of her miſchefe gan to him complayne, 
Wife of Alerandercthe ſtoꝛy lyſt not fayne) 
The mighty kyng greateſt vnder ſonne, 
Whiche by conqueſt all this woꝛld hath won. 


Wife to Ale ander was this Barſanes 

By his lyue, as made is mencion, 

Whiche with her lonne named Hercules, 
Were by Caſſander bꝛought to deſtruction: 
And of her death thys was the occaſion, 
Caſſander dꝛadde 5 Berſanes the quene, 
Woulde with her lonne on him auenged bene 


Fo his treaſons whiche he tofoze wzought 
On Alexander and on hys lynage: 

And ſpectally if that che were bzought 

To Mate done foꝛ her auauntage, 

Wyth her ſonne that was but ponge ofage, 
Caſſander thought and dꝛede as J haue told 
They wold auenge his treſos wzought of old 


He caſt afoze of malice cauſeles 

This Caſlander moſt faiſely wozkyng, 
That if this knyght,this ponge Hercules 
Son of Ilexander by recoꝛde of wzytyng, 
In Maredone were take and crowned kyng, 
How that he woulde ofequitie andryght 
His fathers death auenge lyke a kuyght. 


Whiche thing to eſchue Caſſader gan pꝛouide 
And by falſe fraude was not retchles, 

But on a day he liſt not longe abide, 

Slew firſt the quene this ſayd Berlanes, 
And than her ſonne ycalled Hercules: 

Thus by Caſſander of murder crop and rote. 
They murdzed wer there was nonother bote 


This crueltie myght not ſuffice | 

Unto Alexander by recoꝛde of (ſcripture, 
But lyke a tyꝛant in vengeable wiſe 

He did them bury by froward auenture, 


Where no man ſhould know their ſepulture: 


And thus alas, whiche pity is to rede, 


rdzed foure out of one kynrede, 
— (Till, To 


The fourth boke. 


To Alexander he miniltred the poyſon, 
Slewe the quene called Olympiades, 

Ind ofhatred by full falſe treaſon 

As J haue tolde, he lew quene Berſanes, 
Wie to Tlexander, mother to Hercules: 
Whiche in his youthe by Bochas rehearlpng, 
In Macedoyne was like to haue be &yng, 


After all this he could not liue in pees, 

But euer ready (ome treaſon foz to do 
Slewe eke the quene called Roxanes, 
Upon a dap, and her ponge ſonne to: 

And che was wyke to Alexander allo, 
Caſlander dꝛeadyng in his opinion | 
Leſt they would venge the vpon his treaſon, 


Thus euer heliued in murder, ſo2o0w,# rife 
By way of fraude came all his encrees, 

Ind as J finde how he had a wite 

And the was called Theſlalonices: 

And this ſtozy remembzeth doubtles 

A ſonne they had boꝛne atwene them twapne 
To tea his mother which after did his paine. 


Shoztly to paſſe( mine auctoꝛ wziteth nono- 
Antipater was her lonnes name, 

And bicauſe that Te loued his bzother 
Better then him, he to his great defame 
Cõpaſſed her death, the ſtoꝛy ſayth the lame: 


(ther) 


Notwithſtandyng to appele his crueltee, 
She alked mercy knelyng on her knee, 


Der bꝛeaſtes open white and ſoft as lilke, 
All bedewed with teares her vplage, 
Requyzed mekely at reuerence of the mile 
With whiche he was foſtred in yong age, 
Foz to haue mercy and to appeaſe his rage, 
And to accept goodly her pꝛapere, 

To laue the life of his mother dere, 


But all foꝛ nought he heard her neuer adele, 
He was to her ſurmountyng all meaſure 
Like his father, vengeable, and cruell: 
Itrowe it was youe him ok nature, 

Fo2 by recoꝛde of kynde, and cke ſcripture, 
Selde oꝛ neuer no bꝛaunche that is goode, 
Spꝛyngeth ofcuſtome,out of cruel bloude, 


Ok her death cauſe there was none other 
That Fntipater ſlough his mother dere, 
But fo: ſhe loued Alexander his bzother 
Better than him, the cronicle doth vs lere: 
Whiche Alexander. ik pe lyſt to here, 

Had in his luctour I finde by wzityng 


Demetrius, that was of Xlye kyng. 


Theſſalonices was in this while dead 

By Antipater, he moſt infoztunate 

Bathed in her bloud, her ſides wer made red 
Without compaſſion of her hye eſtate: 

And her two lonnes liuyng at debate, 

Til Lilymachus Þ pꝛefect was of Trace 
Them reconlpled, eche to others grace, 


Whan Demetrius knew of their accozde, 
God wot the lothe, he nothing was fayne, 
But by his fraude the ſtoꝛy beareth recozd 
(That Alexander malictouſly was flayne: 
This while Intipater ſtãdyng in no certayne 
Tyll he by ſleyght of Lilymachus, 

Was murdzed after, the tozy telleth thus 


To wꝛite the pzoces and the maner hough 
That Liſymachus by fraudulent wozkyng 
His ſonne in lawe Fntipater thus flough, 
Falſe couetiſe was caule of all this thing: 
And Demetrius toke on him to be kyng 
Of Matedone, remembꝛed tyme and date 
Whan both bzethzen were paſſed into fate. 


Duryng this murder & all this moztal rife, 
In this pꝛoces like as it is founde, 

Ok Antipater Erudice the wyfe 

Daughter of Elenchus was in chains boũde, 
Caſt in pꝛyſon, darke, hydous, and pꝛofound: 
And foza whyle J leaue her there loiourne, 
And to Demetrius J wyll agayne returne, 


Which made him ſelfe to be crowned kyng; 
Df Matedone, thꝛough his great puiſſaunce, 
But to deſtroy his purpoſe in woꝛkyng 
There were thze pꝛinces notable in ſubſtaũte 
Conkederate and of allyaunce, 

Echone aſſented foz choꝛt concluſion, 

To bzyng Demetrius to deſtruction, 


One the firſt was woꝛthy Tholome 

Kyng of Egypt, in armes full famous, 
Other twapne, the ſtoꝛy ye map ſe 

Called Seleuchus, and next Liſpmachus, 
And of Cypze came the kyng Pyzrhus, 
Loꝛde of Pzouynce as it is eke funde, 
They made thẽ ſtrong Demetrius to cofoiid, 


Shoꝛtly to tell with their apparayls 

Ok Matedone they did him fyꝛſt depzyue, 
Came vpon hym with four ſtrong battaples, 
That he was neuer ſo ouerlet in his 2 1 


Take of Liſymachus,the ſtoꝛy doth diſcryue; 
Cheyned in pzyſon,of his lite in dout, 
Foz I not finde that euer he iſſued out; 


CF The. xbii.chapter. 


¶ Ot the two pzefectes Perdicas and 
Amintas. 


Ext in oꝛder Perdicas did appere 
Whilom pzefect of great Babilon, 
And w him came Amintas eke yfere 
An other pꝛelect as made is mencion, 
Whiche Bactry had in his ſubiection: 
A great pꝛouince youe him by iudgement, 
Midde ok Alia towarde the occident. 


Thele ſayd twayne foz their wozthines 
And foz their manhode in actes marciall, 
Iſſigned were by diligent bulines, 

To wapte and kepe in eſpectall 

Upon the mateſtye in his eſtate ropall 

Of Alexander, foꝛ truſt as chamberlapns, 
Agayn the aſſaulr  d2ede of all foꝛayns. 


Akter whole death foz ſinguler guerdone 
Made pꝛekect bothe they were in dede, 

As ye haue heard that one in Babilone 

The other in Bactry the ſtoꝛy ye may rede, 
pet in quiete they might hem not luccede, 
Foz Seleuchus gan a warre ayen thé make, 
That they wer fayn their lozdſhips to fozlake 


¶ The. xviii. Chapter. 


i Howe Sandꝛocottus bozne of lowe 
degre, cheriſhed robbers and 


theues, 
Ther pꝛekectes there were alſo J 
( fynde, 
2 — held the people in kul great 
In Matedone, and in other Inde, 


Tyll Sandꝛocottus a man ot lowe lynage 
Caſt he would redꝛeſſe their outrage, 

Ok entent poze people to reſtoꝛe 

To their fraunchiles þ playned on them ſoze, 


Dandꝛocottus auctour ofthis wozkyng. 

Behight the people thzoughout all coũtreys, 
n he by leight was crowned kyng, 

Them toreſtoze to their olde liberties: 

But whan he had receyued thele dignities, 


of John Bochas 


All his beheſtes made with a fayzc byſagc, 
(Turned atter to thzaldom and leruage. 


Thus whan a wꝛetche is let in high cate, 
Oꝛ a begger bzought vp to dignitie, 

There is none ſo pꝛoud, ſo popous,no2 elate; 
None lo vengeableznoz ſo full ok crueltie, 
Voyde of diſcrecion,mercy,and pitie: 

Foz churlyche bloude lelde dothe recure, 

To be gentle, by wap of his nature, 


He map diſſimule and foꝛ a tyme fayne, 
Counterfayte with a fapze vyſage, 

Out of one hode hew faces twapne, 
Contrary of hart, double of his langage, 
Styll of hys pozte,lmothe of his paſſage; 
Under ftoures lyke a ſerpent dare, 

(Till he map ſtynge, ⁊ than will not ſpare, 


And euer like of his condicions 

Was Sandꝛocottus ſet vp in hye eſtate, 
Uered people, and troubled regions, 
Det cities and townes at great debate: 
Whole gouernaunce was infoztunate, 
As it was lene and founde at all pꝛeues, 
Cheriſhed no man, but robbers c theues, 


And to declare how he caught hardines: 
And occaſton people to gouerne, 

Bp a pꝛonoſtike whiche J Gall expꝛeſſe, 
Nyght marueplous  vncouthe to diſcerne, 
Wyiche was this, as J Gall tell as yerne: 
Kight wonderful a vncouth foz to heare, 
Ind it was this, if ye lyſt to lere. 


There was a man called Pꝛocatales 

Boꝛne in Inde, whiche of his linyng 

Was wonders poze, came but ſelde in pzees, 
Becaule he had treſpaced in one thing 
Agapne Uenad2us,y was that time king: 
Comaundyng to ſlea hym anonryght, 

But he eſcapedethe ſtozy ſayth)by flyght. 


God had geuen him ol fete ſwyktnes, : 
By meane wherok he ſaued him fro daungere, 
Thzoughlong trauaple fyll in werynes, 
And refreſhed him beſide a well clere, 
Delay ſlepyng that face and all his chere 
D20pped ofſwette,a lyon tame fozeby, 

And licked hys face as ſayth the ſtoꝛy. 


ro 0 : 


The fourth bone. 


Towarde the foꝛeſt, ⁊ did him no domage, 
Foꝛgate his felneſſe and his cruell rage: 
Ot whiche pꝛonoſtyke gan the occalion, 
Wherof Sandzocottus toke an opinion 


Caſt and thought in his fantaſy, 

Syth that the Lyon is beaſt moſt royall 
Whiche not diſdayned him lelte to apply 
Tolicke the face ofa man rurall, 

In his nature to ewe him beaſtiall, 
De dempt well that it was ſittyng 

To take on hym the eſtate ofa kyng. 


His opinion of reaſon was right nought, 
Foz where the Lyon left his crueltie, 

He contrary wert pꝛoud in hert and thought, 
Uoyde of mercy,barrayne of pitie, 

Foz whan that he was let in dignitie, 
Bꝛought from a wꝛetche to domination, 
Agapne nature he played the lyon. 


Sumtime a lpon fozgetteth all felneſſe, 
Vhere as a woulte wyll naturally deuour, 
So royall bloude hath ruthe by genilenes, 
On poe playntikes, to helpe the d ſuccour, 
Where as a tyꝛant dothe naturally labour 
Whan he hath power catchyng auauntage, 
To robbe lubiectes and ſpoyle the by pillage. 


Sandꝛocottus thus bozne oflowe kynrede 
In hye eſtate by foztune whan he ſtode, 
Gan make him ſtronge a vengeable in dede, 
With number of robbers, furious, and wode, 
Caſt him to deſtroy all the gentle bloude 
That was in Inde, and by his ozdinaunce, 
To lea al the pzefectes that had gouernaũce. 


And w the comons when he was made ſtrõg 
Ind gan the maner of their death deuiſe, 
Like a falſe tyꝛant although he did wzong 
Agayne his lozdes whan he gan aryſe, 

An Oliphant came in kull vncouth wiſe, 
Him obeyed which was a great wonder, 
Whan their battayls were not farre aſunder. 


Though he was wild (the Cozy ſaith $ ſame) 
Sandꝛocottus lept vpon his ſyde, 

And on hys backe as on a beaſt tame 
Toward the battayle anone he gan to ryde, 
Was their captayne that day and their gyde 
With his robbers,as it is made mynde, 
Slew al the pzefectes a getle bloud of Inde. 


- The.tix-Chapiter, 


{FHow Seleuchus the myghty pꝛynce was 
flaine by the great Tholome kyng 
of Egypt, 
Hen came Seleuchus to Bochag 
complaynyng, 
Fo myghtye P2ynce and a manlye 
n 


Sonne of Fntiochus the famous kyng. 
Was moſt fauoured in Alexanders ſyght, 
Whiche Seleuchus foz wiſdome a foz might, 
Bozne of a pzpnces the cronicle ye may lene, 
Called Leodice the great famous quene, 


The byꝛth of him ſtraunge a marueploug, 
Foz his mother vpon the ſame nyght 

That he coceyued,dzempt,# thought thus 
Is it ſemed playnely in her light, 

Of great Ippollo the heuẽly god moſt bꝛight 
How the the tyme of her conceyuynge 
Kecepued that night, ok golde a riche ryng, 


In whyche rynge was ſet a pꝛecious ſtone 
Peue bnto her foz a great guerdon, 

Graue w an anker,her comaunding anone 
Ifter the byzthe without dylacion, 

To yeue the rynge of whole affection 

To Deleuchus,wherby in elpeciall, 

Ye Gould excell in actes marciall, 


The ſame mozow after the childe was bozne, 
Within her bed was founde a riche ryng 
Wyth all the tokens rehearſed here tofozne, 
The anker graue like in euery thing 

Whiche that the quene toke in her kepyng: 
And of entent foz her auauntage, 

Kept it ſecrete tyll he came to age. 


Another maruaple fpll alſo withall, 

This Seleuchus,which was a woder thing 
Had enpꝛynted eke in ſpecial 

Upon hys thygh,an anker and a ryng: 

So had all by recozde of wzityng, | 
Suche carectes the ſtozy doth determyne, 
That after him were bozne of that lyne. 


When Seleuchug as made is mencion, 

The tender yeres had ofhis age ronne, 

And came to peres of dilcrecion, 

A this rynge ful many land hath wonne: 
hole knightip fame (hone chene as 5 ſonne, 

He well aduiled, hardy, ol greatmyght, 

Time of Alexander hold one the belt ug 


B2ought all Inde to ſubiection, 

Gate all the kingdomes nye of the Ozient, 
Helde them longe in his poſſeſſion: 

But here alas Bochas maketh mencion 

Ill his victozies that did in honour chyne, 
With lodaine chaunge were turned to rupne, 


Foꝛ whan Seleuchus was moſt vyctozious, 


Had all Inde conquered in ſubſtaunce, 
Atwene him and king Liſymachug 

Of whom tokoze is made remembꝛaunce, 
Began a warre and a great diſtaunce: 
And as they met with their apparayles, 

In a great felde ozdeyned their battayles, 


On Liſymachus fyll the diſconfiture, 
LOherof Seleuchus glad in elpeciall 
Dempt his winnyng came not ofnature, 
But by influence very celeſttall: 

Gan ware pꝛoude in his eſtate royall, 
Not ſuppoſing in his victoꝛious ſtall, 

Ok his miſcheues that Gould after fall. 


Foꝛ as the pꝛoceſſe declareth vnto vs, 
How of Egypt the great Tholome 
Bother in lawe to Lylimachus, 

Fyll on Seleuchus by full great cruelte, 
Slew him at milcheke the ſtoꝛy ye map ſe, 
Loſte his lyfe as made is mencion, 

In Macedoyne,the mighty region. 


Ind it is know of antiquitee 

By rehearſayle of the olde auctours, 

That this fozeſayd great Tholome 

Was to Alexander one of the enheritours, 
Ayng of Egypt there raignyng in his flours, 
After whole name deſcedyng downe by grees 
Were all the kinges called Tholomees. 


Is J fynde touchyng his lynage, 

By p2ocreacion he had childzen thze, 

The firſt of them to ſpeake in playne langage 
Inamed was Ceraunius Tholome, 

Next Philadelphus, a daughter Ircynoe 
That wedded was by her faders cõſentyng 
ToLiſymachus of Macedon kyng, 


The. xx. Chapter. 


F howe the two ſonnes of Quene Arcynoe 
were by their mothers bzother traps 
terouſlye -— nr 
exyled. 


of John Bochas 
Jn warre and armes he his time hath ſpent, 


Death of Seleuchus wzought by Tyo⸗ 


YH thus reinembzed in bokes olde 


Unwarely ſlayne tofoze as J haue tolde, 
Next in oꝛder came Arcynoẽ 

To John Bochas, by great aduerſite, 
All with teares bedewed her vylage, 


And gan cõplayne the coſtraynt of her rage. 


This mighty quene the layd Arcynoe 

Had ſonnes twaine, full famous of renoun, 

The tone Liſymachus extelling of beautye, 

That other Philip, as made is mencion: 

Ind her toye and dilectation 

gn woꝛldly bliſſe there is no moze to ſayne 
as holy (et vpon thele childꝛen twayne. 


Foz by the occaſion of their great fayzencs 
Men delited greatly them to ſe, 

Namely women the ſtozy dothe expꝛeſſe, 
And their mother this quene Arcynoe 
Stode in great hope that they ſhould be 
Mighty kynges by iult ſucceſſion, 

Jn Wacedony the mighty region 


Onely by the title of their fathers ryght: 
Whiche to her hart gaue full great gladnes, 
Foz che dempt that none other wight 
Toluccede ſhould haue no entreſſe. 

But Foꝛtune the blynde falle goddeſſe 
Dilpoled lo foꝛ her childzen twapyne, 

That none of the their purpoſe chold attayne. 


Foz whã their father Lilimachus was flaine 
The ſayd quene called Jrcinoe 

To ſaue her lyfe coulde none other gayns 
But with her ſonnes fearfully to fle 

Into Caſſander a mighty ſtronge citee: 
Onelp foz dꝛede ok one Intigonus, 

Whiche the purſued, the ſtoꝛy telleth thug, 


But the bzother of quene Arcynoe 

Called Ceraunius reſcued her party 
Agapne Antygonus, pe may the ſtozy le, 

pet in his hart he had great enuy 

Albe that they were nere of one alye, 

That her two ſonnes ſhould kynges be 

Ok Wacedoyne, and raygne in that countre. 


Foz he was ſet onely ot couetile 

To be crowned in Macedoyne kyng, 
And ol his falſe treaſon, the ſtoꝛy doth deuile, 
Them to diſceyue this was his wozkyng: 
Firſt to the queue full humbly bnelyng, 


Teak. cxi. 


De 


The fourth boke. 


He made pzomiſe vnder great ſurete, 
In Macedopne che ſhould crowned be, 


And her childzen lo fayze of their vylage 
Should be kept vnder gouernaunce, 

Unto time that they came to age: 

And foꝛ to put her in moze aſſuraunce 
Ceraunius (woze,god geue him ſozy chaunte 
He purpoſed foz all his falle wozkyng, 
To crowne her quene # make her [ones king. 


Toke all the gods therunto witnes 

And ſwoze agayne with a plaine vyſage 
Unto the quene,of fraude and doublenes, 
His purpoſe was to haue her in mariage, 
Crowne her quene to her great aduauntage, 
Thus he (woze all be he was her bzother, 
Pet in hart god wot he thought another, 


Under colour of this aſſuraunce | 

She let him enter Caſſandze the cite, | 
Came again him to do him moze pleaſaunce 
With alt yer loꝛdes of hye and lowe degre; 
Made the ſtretes hanged foꝛ to be 

With clothes of golde,# in lolemne wile 

To all their goddes ſhe did ſacrifiſe, 


And thus he was receyued ſolemnely, 
The day was halowed and holde feaſttual, 
The queue foꝛ toye oꝛdeyned rychely 

Her two lonnes that were ſo faire in all 
To be crowned with crownes full royall, 
Go atoꝛe her in the maiſter ſtrete, 
Gloꝛziouſly their vncle foꝛ to mete. 


With felonous hart vnder a krendly face, 
This Ceraunius rote of all treaſon 

Gan his colyns beningly embzace, 

Him purpoſyng by falſe colluſion 

To pꝛocede to their deſtruction: 

And fynally fyzſt he did his payne, 

The quene teryle,x ſlea her chyldzen twayne. 


But oꝛ this treaſon was bzought to a pzete, 
Whan the quene apperceiued his fallenes 
And ſaw her ſonnes bꝛought to miſchefe, 
She contured him in her moztall diſtreſſe 

To haue pitte,of naturall gentilnes 

Spare his colins afoꝛe him where they ſtode 
Ok ropall mercy ſo nere boꝛʒne ok his bloud, 


And with acrye paſſpng lamentable 
She kyl afoze him,ſwownyng vnto ground, 
Like as che had be verely culpable, 


Seing her lonnes bleadyng w many woade: 
But all foꝛ nought there was no mercy foũd, 
Foz with their bloud, this ſtoꝛy is not fayney 
Her gatment was dolefully diſtapned, 


Her face fayze was foyled with o2dure, 
Yer golden heere was all to tozne # rent, 
Ind like athzall this wofull creature 

With moztail wepyng had her light blent: 
And after that J fynde how che was ſent 
To bur her childꝛen, foꝛ there was no ſpace, 
Into an ple called Samothzace, 


Is any ſtozy whiche maketh mencion 
That a pꝛynceſſe of ſo hye degre 

Founde ſo great cauſe oflamentacion, 
She beyng daughter to great Tholome, 
Her childzen ſlayne by vengeable crueltie, 
And to beholde the death moſt dolozoug, 
Of her hulbande called Lilymachus: 


She after baniched in exyle made her ende, 
w ſoꝛow ful coplaynt her life thus dzaw alog, 
Tyll into fate her ſpirite did wende: 

It is no dꝛede her paynes were full ſtronge, 
And if J Houlde rehearceall the wzonge 
That the luffred. it woulde greue me to loze, 
Therkoꝛe ot her now J wzite no moe. 


¶ Lenuop. 


I His tragedy cheweth an apparente, 
And a lytzeneſſe of faythtull aſſuraunce 

* Extcyte men to yeue falſe credence 

Unto Foztunes kalle variaunce, 

Which caſt her baytes # angles of pleaſaunce 

An hoke hid vnder of vengeable crueltie, 

As this chapiter put in remembzaunce, 

Of Liſymachus and of Arcynoe. 


Is there any greater euidence 

Ok woꝛldly trouble oz wozidly conſtaunce, ' 
Than to ſe pzynces from their magnificence 
And from their mighty royall puiſſaunce 
Unwarely bꝛought by foztune to miſchaiice, 
Andouerwhelmed from their tranquilitie⸗ 
Se here a myꝛroꝛ tull notable in (ubſtaunce, 
Of Lilymachus and quene Arcynoe. 


The ryng. the anker of great excellence 

Pene to Seleuchus foz marciall ſuffiſaunce, 
Whan Appollo by heauenly influence 

Lyſt with his mother make his alyaunce: 
Sent hi thele relikes of linguler hanger > 


To let his manhode in moze lurete, 
But in al ſuch quaueryng acquayatatice 
Thinke on Lilimachus and #rcinoe, 


The bncouth treaſour,the gold, ne the diſpece 
Ok them that haue this woꝛld in gouernaũce, 
No al the ſubiectes vp rekened in ſentence, 
Nozal the regions vnder their obeyſaunce, 
Pꝛinces pzincelles with al their attendaunce 
May agapne foꝛtune peue them no lybertie, 
Who not knoweth her vnſure gery chaunce 
Thinke on Lilimachus and Arcinoe, 


Her chyldzen # che ſlayne by violence 

Of Ceramius,god yeue him ſoꝛy chaunce, 
That by falſe coloure dyd her reuerence 

And pꝛetended a maner obleruaunce, 

Che treſon cloſe of venomous puruepaunce, 
Purpoled afoze to outray them all thze: 

The chyldꝛẽ llayne which knew no cheuiſãce, 
The mother exiled called Arcinoe. 


Noble pꝛinces beware, ok hie pꝛudence 
Amonge your lelfe that there be no diſtaunce, 
Hyde no rancoure of hateful vyolence 

Under a curtayne of double daliaunce, 

Lyke your hert chewe out your countenaũce, 
Uoide ok diſlimulinge and duplicitte: 
YOylely way this chapter in balaunce, 

Of Lylimachus and quene Arcinoe, 


The. xxi.chapiter. 


Chow Ceramius of Macedoyne kyng that 
murdzed his coſins, was ſlayne in ba- 
taile by them of Fraunce. 


He Noble Poete Jhon Bochas , in 
pF = [his bote | 
JH |/P2ocedyng koꝛth coplaineth of pite, 
With quaking hande whan he his 


And gan to wait the woful deſteny 

As ye haue herde of quene Arcinoe, 

And how Ceramius the ſtoꝛy maketh minde, 
Was to her falle, traptour, and vakynde, 


Of whole treaſon is made a great pꝛoceſſe, 
And howe he after was ſlayne in bataple, 
Puniched by vengeaunce foz his falſeneſſe, 
Lyke as his ſtoꝛy maketh reherſaple: 
YOhych to remembze J caſt me not to faple, 


- 


Folowyng mine auctour t pꝛocede in 
Howe Ceramius was flayne,beynge kinge, 


of John Bochas 


Leaf.crit; 


Foz whyle that he by his falſe wozkyng; 

In Wacedoyne had the gouernaple, 

Thꝛe hudzed. M.accompted by wzitynge 
Went out of Fraunce to conquere Jtaple, 
The holt departed in many ſtronge batayle, 
Gate by conqueſt thzough theyz hye renoune 
Ful many a pzouince,and many a region, 


And as they rode thꝛough many a gret coũtre 
This people of Gaule in ſtele armed clene, 
They founded caſtels # many ſtronge cytie, 
Towarde Rome they bylded Mylan #Sene 
Upon the Alpes their armour ſhone ful chene 
And ſome of them vp to Rome went 

By very foꝛte, and the citye bzent, 


Some parted vp to the grekyche ſees | 
Had a cuſtome to cheſe their dwellynge place 
By Augurie, as byꝛdes dyd ſle, 

Folowynge their flyght they gan after trace, 
Holdynge their way within a lytell ſpace 
With myghty hand, the boke doth ſpecify; 
(They came to a countrey called Pannony, 


This folk of Gaule, whych is called Fratice, 
To conquere landes put them ſelfe in pꝛees, 
As moſt notable people of puiſſaunce, | 
Folowyngeþ eraple of their knightly encrele 
In theyz ridynge,of wozthy Hercules, 
Which was woꝛchipped in their actes mercial 
Lykeas a god, and called immoztall, 


Thꝛough grace of foꝛtune in their chiualtyes 
Conquered countreys alwaye fozth rydynge 
Them lelfe departynge in diuers companyes 
Who them withſtode they coſumed by bꝛẽnig: 
Came to Matedone where Ceramius was 
Ok pꝛeſũptiõ wening it chuld auayle, (king 
Out of ozdinaunce he met them in battaple, 


This Ceramius ot outrage and of pzide _. 
— him able to mete with thẽ of Fraũce, 
But fox he was thzvugh murdze an homicide 
He lacked grace,and power in ſubſtaunce: 
pet they of Gaule by pꝛudent gouernaunce 
Offred vnto hym, though he was retcheles, 
With Macedonoys fo totreate ofpees, 


But foꝛ pꝛeſumpeion and melancoly _. 
Agaynſt his enemies he the felde hath take, 
And diſcomfited anone was his partv, 
His men gan flie,and haue their loꝛd toxſake, 


witing Dys heed ſmyt of and ſet vpon a ſtake: 


But al his milchefe was tolyte in dede 
V. i. To 


The fourth boke. 


To recopence his fraude and his falchede. 


There is no paine againe ſo great offence 
May be deuiled in no bobe that men rede, 
Equiualent murder to recompence, 

Duely to punyche lo outragious a dede, 
Okt him that made yonge chudꝛen blede: 

As did Ceramius, whiche of falſe couetile 
His colyns flough as ye haue heard deuile. 


To thinke on murder it is to foule a thing, 
To god and man hatekull and terible, _ 
The infernal fraude, the deuillyChe copaſſing 
To eche creature of nature is odible: 
Whiche to redzeſle is an impoſſible, 

O curled Ceramius Jleauc thy ſtozy here, 
Thy name no moze (hal blot my papere. 


The.rxii.Chapiter 


d how the pꝛynce Belgius was dil⸗ 
contited, and bzought to 
nought. 


Ftcr this tyzaunte as pe haue hearde 
the caas 
Slapne in battaple, this traptour odious, 
Inone in oꝛder came to John Bochas 
A migyty pꝛynce, called Belgius, 
Deadlp, pale, with face furious: 
Whiche coplayned amonge this wokull pzees 
His diſconfiture done by quene Soſtenes. 


This lodayn milchefe greued his hart loꝛe, 
Joꝛ all the folke that were in his battayle 
Dere put to flyght, Bochas wꝛiteth no moze 
Ok his knighthode noz of his apparaile, 
Saue onely this, he maketh rehearſaile 

Ok the Frenche hoſt he telleth in certaine, 
How he was cholen foꝛ a chefe captayne. 


And how he came into the riche lande 

Ok Matedoyne with his people of Fraunce, 
Tyll Soſtenes the quene w myghty hande 
Diſconfited him, c bzought to miſchaunce: 
Of who J finde none other remembzaunce 
Saue whan he wende to be molt glozioug, 
He was outrayed by fozce of Bzennusg, 


CF The. xxiii.chapter. 
Chow duke Bꝛennus delityng to robbe 


and ſteale miſcheuouſlye 
ended. 


kynge, 

which by cõqueſt gate many great citie 
And as J reade of Danes he was kyng, 
Dilployled regions, ⁊ many a great coũtrie, 
Kobbed people of hye and {owe degre, 
Spared no goddes, but by vyolence 
Toke their treaſures, did them no reuerente. 


S His Bzennus full knyghtlye in woz, 


There was a temple great and marueplous, 
Built on a roche and on an hyll ok ſtone, 
Sacred to Ippollo, called Delphicus 

In all Grete ſo great a god was none: 

And oft lythe the people woulde gone 

Up to a Theatre, whiche that ſtode wythout, 
To haue anlwere of Þ they ſtode in doubt. 


Their truſt a hope was to 5ᷣ god applyed, 
Dauyng to hym ſinguler affection, 

As though he might haue holpe # magnified, 
And done to them great conſolation: 

Foꝛ by a ſpiryte of falle deception 

He gaue anſwere of ſundꝛy queſtions, 

To koltze that tame from diuers regions. 


Kyng Bꝛennus had no fantaſy 

In their temples after their panym cyſe, 
Neither to wozſhip noꝛ tomagniky = 
Their Grekych goddes, to do the lacrilile: 
Foz in his hart he gan them to deſpyſe, 
Caught a toy wythall his falle robbours, 
Them to diſpoyle a robbe of their treaſours, 


Behyght his men a lapd in playne langage 
That his delyꝛe and hys entencion 
Was, to be boty with them of ſuch pyllage, 
As Goddes had in their poſſeſſion: 

And part with the foz ſinguler guerdon, 
Foz their labour and great trauaples, 
That they had had wyth him in battayles, 


He gaue his people a maner hardines, 
Made them truſt in great multitude, 
Hauyng deſpyte of the innocent ſymplenes 
Ok his enemies, becauſe they were but rude, 
meane tho folke Goztly to conclude, 
hiche had in kepyng the iewels pꝛecious 
Ok great Appollo, called Delphicus. 


(The people alſo whiche was with Bzennus 
Had all the day dꝛonke myghey wynes, 

To fyll their paũches they were ſo delyꝛous 
Chat they foꝛgate their martiall doctrines: 
To alcẽd p motitayne feble were their _ 


Their heades totter, a their bzaine gan faile, 
The temple aloft to ſpople oz to aſſayle, 


Jn their aſſending by wayes that they chees, 
Upon the roche they were beat doune, 
Pꝛieſtes of the temple put the ſelues in pꝛees 
One bare a ſtandard, another a penoune, 
Clad in chelibles foꝛ hye deuocion, 

And with their other vncouth apparayles, 
Bothe on the roche # lowe in their battaples, 


The people of Bzennus was incomperable, 

Spzed all the felde the ſtozy beareth witnes, 
But it is (ayd of olde and is no fable, 

That no defence is in dꝛonkennes, 

And wiſdame fayleth where is greate exceſſe 

And in a felde playnly toconclude, 

Uictozy alwayes ſtandeth not in multitude, 


Foz they were (et as Bochas dothe deuile, 
Not to knighthode but to falſe outrage, 

Co (poyle and robbe by gredy couetile, 

Ind ſtuffe their ſomters with great pillage , 
Furious rauine hath bꝛought thẽ in a rage, 
Ind farewell knighthode a marciall nobleſſe, 
Where couetiſe is lady and maiſtreſſe, 


Two mighty dukes were with Bzennug 
Whiche that were chefe ol his counſaple, 
Euridanus that one, that other Theſſalonus, 
Whtch,as they thought to their great auaile, 
Began a purpole, and it was diſauayle 

To robbe the people, the countrep, a ech toun, 
Vhiche turned after to their confuſion, 


Thus auarice  tomake vnſtaũcheable 
Hath ſtrãgled p power of many a wozthy kni⸗ 
And couetiſe her ſiſter vatretable (ght 
Hath of high nobles full oft quaint the lyght, 
Vher Tãtalus raigneth a lion hath no might 
- This to meane honger and couetouſnes 
Turnethall nobles into cowardnes, 


Fo: by the counſayle of theſe dukes twayne, 
Bꝛennus ſet all his opinion 

To ſpoyle and robbe, dyd his buſy payne 

To pyll the cities of all that region: 

But in this while as made is mencion, 
Myd their battayles Bochas dothe me lere. 
The God Appollo and Pallas did appere. 


Ippollo firſt hewed his pꝛeſenee 
Freche, ponge, a luſty, as any ſunne chene, 
Armed all with golde, & with great byolence 


of John Bochas 
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Entred the felde as it was well ſene: 
And Diana came with her arowes kene, 
And Mynerua in a bzight haberion, 
Which in their cõminge made a terible loun 


The noyſe was herd of their bꝛight armure, 
Which made their enempes almoſt to raue, 
That they might afoze them not endure: 
Fled the felde foꝛ dzede them ſelfe to ſaue, 
And there was herde an hidous erthquaue: 
Ind from heauen in this moztal bataple 

Ok colde conſtrepning, great ſtones do hayle, 


Their aduerſaries beate downe # grounded, 
And afoze them durſt not abide, | 
Ind Bzennus ſo moꝛtally was wounded 
Both bꝛeſt a heed a hurt thzough eyther ſyde: 
Lo here the ende of couetiſe and pzide, 

Foz Bꝛennus foz conſtraynt of his ſmert, 
RKoue with a dagger him lelfe to the herte, 


This was his ende vegeable # merueylous, 
And his dukes ſlapne both twayne: 

Called Euridanus and Theſſalonus, 

The grektth goddes gan at him lo diſdapne, 
Ok lacrilege le here the greuous payne: 

Foz to goddes who lyſt do no obſeruaunce, 
Shall vnwarly be puniſhed wyth vẽgeadlce. 


It is not holſome with goddes to play, 

Noz their puiſſaunce pzeſtiptouſly to attame, 
Foz where as thep by vengeatice lyſt werray 
who lyſt aſſay ſhall fynde it no game: 

Foz his pꝛeſũpcion Bzennus founde the lame, 
Foz Appollo, Diana, and Mynerue 

Foz his outrage vnwarly made hym ſter ue. 


> Lenuope. 


His tragedy declareth who lyſt here 

Of duke Bzennus many great batayle, 
His extozte conqueſt and holy the manes 
Howe by foꝛte he rode though al Jtayle: 
After how he the Komayns dyd aſſaile, 

His fall in Grete by bengeable violence, 

Foz he to goddes would do no reuerence. 


Toke al the treaſours a iuels moſt entere 
Out of their temples, and richeſt apparaple, 
Golde and perle, and al that yfere 

To his encreaſe whych that myght auaple: 
The rich he robbed,oppzeſſed the pozayle, 
Ok 2 (RD — 
And lyſt to goddes do no reuerente. 
— V. ii. This 


This mighty tiraũt molt ſurquedous of chere 
With coũetyſe bꝛent in hys entrayle 

Whole gredy fret ther might no meſure ſtere, 
Tyll that foztune at milchefe dyd hym faple: 
He lacked might her variant whele to nayle, 
Agayne whole fall there was noreſiſtence, 
Fo he to goddes lyſt do no reverence, 


Noble pꝛynces concepue and do lere 

The fall of Bꝛennus foꝛ milgouernaple, 
Ind pꝛudently payſyng thys matere a 
Uertue is ſtrõger than outher plate oz maile. 
Ifo2e conſidzed what Bꝛennus doth coũlaple 
Chete pꝛeſeruatyfe of your magnificence, 

Js to god to do due reuerence. 


The. xxiiii. Chapter. 


n howe Pyꝛrus kynge of Pyꝛothe lyſt nat 
lyue in peace, but ot pꝛyde and pꝛeſum⸗ 
ption in warre, came vnto mil⸗ 
chaunce. 


Wn 


N Bochas boke next folowig on 5 rig 
C Came pong Pirrus ſonne ok Eacides 
Boꝛne by diſcent to reigne a be kyng, 
And to enherite the lande of Pyzothes: 
Pet in his youth and his tender encrees 
The frowarde people dwellynge in Þ place, 
Without his gylte gan his dethe purchace. 


But to pꝛeſerue hym as made is mencion 
He was committed and take in kepyng 
Certayne yeres koꝛ hys lauacion 

To one Glaucus.of Illirie king: | 
Whole wife was coſyn, by recozdof wziting, 
To the ſayde famous Eacides, 

Ind ſhe in ſtoꝛy called Beronices, 


He nye of blode to thys noble queene, 

Bothe twayne boꝛne of one lynage, 

Wonder gracious to all that did him ſene, 
And well fauoured of fetures and vilage: 
And in the whyle of his tender age, 

One Caſſander of Macedone kyng, 
Compaſſed his deth by ſubtel falſe wozkyng, 


And his purpoſe foꝛ to bꝛyng aboute 
He (ent foꝛ hym by falſe colluſion, 
Puttyng Glaucus playnlye out ofdoute 
But yk he came lyke hys entencion, 

He wolde wozke to hys deſtruction: 
Gather people bothe nye and farre 


The fourth boke. 


And on Glaucus, gyn a moztall warre, 


But kyng Glaucus toke herot no hede, 
Hauyng to Pyztus ſo great alkection 
Ot him receyued vereiy in dede 

To be his lonne by adoption, 
Purpolyng of whole entencion 

To make Pyꝛtus plainly if he may, 

To be his heyze and raigne after his day, 


Pyzrus al way vpgrowyng by encrees 

Full amiable bothe of chere and face, 

And in this while the people of Pyzothes 
Knovoyng that he ſtode in Glaucus grace 
Chaunged their hartes, caſt the in choꝛt ſpace 
Foz to reſtoze all of one courage, 

The ſayd Pyꝛrus to his heritage, 


Thus by aſſent he was crowned kyng, 
Ponge, freſhe,and luſty,# ſemely ther withal 
Wonders well thewed in his vpgrowyng, 
Like his lynage of courage wert ropall: 
The whiche was cauſe in eſpectall, 

He was beloued offrendes about, 

Ind of his enemyes greatly had in doubt. 


The name ok him gan to ſpꝛede farre 
Thzough all Grece about in eche countrep, 
The lande of Tarent gan in his tyme warte 
Agayne the Romaynes as ye map ſe, 
Requiryng Pyzrus that he woulde be 
Fauourable and helpyng of entent, 

To the party of them ol Tarent, 


To their requeſt he can condiſcende, 
And of purpoſe caſt him not to fayle, 
f that foztune woulde him grace lende 
ith myghty hande, a marciall apparayle, 
Foz to belozde and conquere all Itaple, 
As did his vncle whilom doubttes, 
Kyng Alexander, called Epirothes. 


Firſt he began his conqueſt in Jtayle 
Toward Heraclye a mighty great citie, 
Where with Bꝛennus he had a great battaile 
Con(ull of Rome and loꝛde of that countrye: 
And to the encreaſe ok his felicitie, 

As it is remembꝛed in his ſtoꝛy, 

Upon Romayns he gate that victozy. 


The Olyphantes with caſtels on their backe 
Cauled Pyzrus the yong manly knyght 

With his wiſdome wherin there was no lack 
To put his enemies that dap to flyght: PA 


And in this while it happened fozthright 
Che Sicilians (Bochas beareth recozd?) 
Amonge them lelues were fall at dilcoꝛde. 


There was atwene them great diuilion 
Eche to other contrary in wozkyng, 

But torefo2me their falle diſcention 
(They pꝛaied Pyzrus to come, be their king 
To whole requeſt he fully aſſentyng 

By them made ſtronge, lyſt not to Teferre 
Againſt the Romayns foz to gyn a warre, 


Belide a caſtel called Eſculus 

Within Poyl his banner he gan (play, 

The (ame day not happy noz eurous 
Contrarious foztune his power gan affray, 
Wotided to the death gan greatly him diſmay 
By whiche occaſion this Pyzrug anone right 
Lept on his courler,and toke him to flyght. 


I ſonne he had called Helenus, 

Bo2ne of the daughter of kyng XFgathocles 
Who he ozdepned mine auctoz telleth thug, 
Foz to be crowned to his great encrees, 
Of Diciltens to raygne there in pees: 
Wenyng therby to haue had auauntage, 
Ind in this while came to him a meſſage 


Out of Tarent, whiche ſtode in auenture 
Foz his ablence out of that region, 

If he not came they might not endure, 
Againe the power of them of Rome toun, 
YUhiche of aſſent were dilcended dowone 
Agaynſt them, they ſtandyng in diſpayze, 
Saue in abydyng vpon his repapꝛe. 


Pp2rus this while ſtode in full hard poynt, 
Wart abached and dull in his cozage, 
Atwene twayne hangyng in diſiopnte: 
Werreyed of Komayns, hated in Cartage, 
Had a battaile to his fynall domage, 
Within a felde called Jruſius, 

There put to flyght by one Fabzicius. 


Deſtitute by Foꝛtune and appayzed, 
Voyde of luccour, barrayne of rycheſle, 
Like a man of hope diſpayzed 

Towarde Epyzein haſte he gan him dzeſle, 
Where he was firſt, his ſtoꝛy doth erpzeſſe, 
As ye haue heard rehearced by wzityng 
By lucceſſion whilom lozde and kyng, 


But whan he came to Epyzethe citte, 
He gan of new agaynſt Intigonug 
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Kyng of Macedoyne, a full ſtronge countric, 
Hym to werrey,he was ſo deſterous: 

And by conquell the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Within a while there was no great lettyng, 
By helpe of Foztune he was crowned kyng, 


Not ſeuen monethes raignyng in quiete, 

By Liſyinachus maugre all his might 

He was put downe, a remoued from his ſete: 
Pet of pꝛelũption though there was no right, 
Ye toke on him togyn a newe fyght 

Gapne Lacedemonois, # felly them werrey; 
Onely becauſe they would him not obey, 


Whoſe pꝛeſumption whan they behelde 
Bothe ot pꝛudence and policy 

Women were armed, to make a large felde, 
With multitude to oppꝛeſſe his party, 

Foz cõmon pꝛofite put them in ieoparty: 
And fynally ſuche was their ozdynaunce, 
That Pyzrus was bzought to miſchaunce. 


His ſonne there ſlayne called Tholome, 
And many other loſt there their liues, 
And foz all that of pꝛide and crueltie 

He gan a warre agayne the Frgyues, 
And at the ende of his moztall ſtriues, 
Foz concluſion,this was his laſt fall, 
Slaine Wa ſtone as he came to their wall, 


His head ſmit of in the ſame place, 

And therof made an oblacion 

To Antygonus,foz a great ſolace: 

Thus lyſt foztune quite his pꝛelumption, 
After his warres withmany region: 

Lo here the ende of folkes retchles, 

That folowed warre, æ liſt not liue in pees. 


¶ The. rxv. Chapter. 

How the tyꝛãt Ariſtotimas by trecherous 
working, ſet alide the right line, and was 
crowned kyng of Epirothes and 
after flayne, 


'Ozthe pꝛoteadyng folowyng John 
5 Bochas, 

uu reperce in ful playne lagage 
how Ariſtotim a tyzãtethis þ caſe) 
Caſt and compaſſed by full great outrage, 
(Hauyng no title of right noz heritage) 

Ok Eppꝛothes by trecherous wozkyng, 
Uoydyng the line, there to be crowned kyng. 


Liuyng two childzen the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 
Veui. Bozne 


Boꝛne by diſcent'to raygne in that citee, 

The eldeſt of them called was Pyrrus, 

And the ſeconde named Tholome: 

And bothe twayne by the cruelte 

Of Iriſtotym, were falſely ſet aſide, 

He made kyng this tyꝛant thzough his pzxde. 


And while that he thus gan occupy 

Lyke a tyzant cruell and vengeable, 

Ok kalſe rancour and melancoly 

Slewe all the citizyns Þ were molt notable, 
And expledethis ſtozy is no fable) 

Onely of malice within his hart clole, 

All that were contrary vnto his purpole, 


Unto the women by fraudulent ſentence, 
He made o2dayne after that anone 

Of fained pitie, gaue to them lycence 

To their frendes frely foz to gone 

With their riches, but they were euerychone 
By his biddyng and by his falſetreaſon, 
Take by the wap, and fettred in pꝛylon. 


Onꝛ they were ware was ſet on them arreſt, 
And after that of vengeable crueltie 

The childzen llayne luckyng at their bꝛeſt, 
Mapdens oppꝛeſſed of their virginitie: 

But in this while at Cypꝛe the citie 

There was a knyght paſſyng of great age, 
Whiche caſt of purpole to auenge his outrage 


The ſame knyght, mine auctour telleth thus, 
In the ſtoꝛy plapnly as J rede, 

Was in Greke tonge called Helematus, 
Right wile a manly both in woꝛd and dede: 
And thinges twayne put him out ofdzede 
To execute his put pole in certayne, _ 
Maugre all tho that would be him againe, 


Fo2 tõmon pꝛofite he dꝛad not to be dead, 

A taule was this foz he was fall in age, 
Ind another that put him out of dzede 

Foz he no childzen had of his lynage: 

His quarell rightfull gaue him aduauntage, 
And herevpon gathered him of newe 

Suche as he knew, F manly were and true, 


This purpoſe helde w circumſpect auiſe, 
And theron made full pꝛudent ozdinaunce, 


This Helematus olde, hardy, and right wiſe 


Afoꝛe pꝛouided, by knyghtly purueyaunce 
The laid tyꝛant bzought vnto milchaunce, 
By helpe of them that were to him aſſented, 


Unwerely ſlain, whole deth was not repẽti d 
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The. xxbi. Chapter. 


hob quene Arcinoe foz the aduoutry done 
with Demetrius hulbande of her 
daughter Beronices, ended 
in loꝛo we. 


Fter this ſtoꝛy Bochas gan apply 

To turne his pen, like as pe (hall here, 
To wꝛite and tell the fro warde lecherp 
Ok Arcpnoe, pleaſaunt of loke and chere: 
Whiche of her pozt and eke of her manere 
Was in her dapes, like as it is founde, 
Fo: craft a beauty called Uenus the ſeconde, 


Foz her fayzcnes peuen in mariage 
To noble Fgas of Cyzenes kyng, 
At wene them while they were ponge ofage 
They had a daughter by recoꝛde of wzytyng, 
Called Beronices, the kyng at his endyng 
n his teſtament bad that che Could be 
edded to the lonne of kyng Tholome, 


Ind this was done of entencion 

To ceaſe the warres Þ had endured longe, 
Itwene Egipt, as made is mencion, 

And the Cyꝛenes, bothe realmes ſtronge: 

By this mariage Þ he myght vnderfonge 

In his diyng to let a fynall peace 

Twene theſe.ii.realmes, foʒ their both Fcrece 


After whoſe death thus the matter ſtode, 
Nuene Arcynoe moſt ſubtyll in wozkyng, 
Agayne this matter ſo cruell was and wode 
Marped her daughter wout moze lettyng 
Called Beronices, agaynſt the biddyng 

Ok her father that called was Jgas, 

As heretokoꝛe, rehearſed is the caas. 


She maried her to one Demetrius, 
That bꝛother was, by Bochas rehearſpnge, 
Unto the mighty great Intygonus, 

Beyng in Grece of Wacedoyne kyng: 

But infoꝛtunate was che after her weddyng, 
Is in this ſtoꝛy ſuyng ye hall ſe, 

By the falſe wozkyng of quene Arcynoe, 


And to conclude choꝛtly this mattere, 
Whan thys quene this double Ircynoe 
Sawe of Demetrius the byſage a the chere 
His loke, his coloure, his langage, a beautie, 
is manly poꝛt, and his liberalitie, 

he was enamozed of flechly — 
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Lpke her delyꝛe, to haue his acquayntatice, 


Ofher nature che was moſt lecherous, 
And of her frowarde inclination 

She b2ought about that Demetrius 
Iſſented was, by her luggeſtion, 

Fo2 to accomplich lyke her opinion, 

All her deſy2es ol kleachly appetite, 

Thus of accoꝛde there folowed their delite. 


Lefte his wyfe called Beronices 

The quenes doughter, c agayne all ryght 
In a plate ſecret out of pzees 

They lay together almoſt euery nyght, 
'Takyng no hede of god noz o no wyght: 
Cyll of foztune the caſe is (o befall, 

Chat he was hated of hys knyghtes all, 


Diſpyte they had of Artynoe, 

The dede hoꝛrible whan they dedeeſpy, 
 Þys wyfe Beronices eke whan che dyd ſe 
Holy the maner of theyz ribaudzy, 

Jn heart he caught a great melancoly, 
Oꝛdapned knightes in tele armed bzyght 
In their aduoutry to take them on a nyght, 


Lying a bedde ſlept and toke no kepe, 

After falle luſtes whiche they had vſed, 
They fel vpon them whyle they dyd ſlepe, 
Che dede open myght nat be excuſed, 

Co all the woꝛlde thus they were accuſed: 
With (wozdes dꝛaw ß knyghtes thilke night 
Toſlee the both werepurpoſed anone right. 


Out on Beronices( eryeth John Bochas) 
Becauſe ſhe badde ſpare Artynoe 

Grounde # gynnyng ofthis hozrible caas, 
Sapythher mercy was very cruelte, 

To laue ſuche one it was a falſe pite: 

7's ſayth myne auctour , a thyng cotrarious 
her to pꝛeſerue and flee Demetrius. 


O Beronites ſmall is thy diſcretion 
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To ſaue the quene 5ᷣ hath the treaſon founde, 
Firſt to Demetrius che gaue occaſion 

Foz which ſhe chuld haue had the firſt woũde 
Take foz them bothe and in cheynes bounde; 
And after that thys falſe Xrcynoe; 

To example of other chuld haue puniſhed be. 


And whyle they were taken thus in cloſe, 
The layd Arcynoe made no delay 

But fro her bedde anone che vp role, 
Without clot hes, naked as the lay, 

Ran to theit (wozdes in all they gret affrap, 
Went atwene them, dyd her buly payne 

To beate ot ſtrokes with her armes twayne. 


To ſaue Demetrius naked as ſhe ſtode 
Uovde of all dzede dyd her buſy cure 

Yer whyte body all beſpzeynt with blode 
Gan to cry out on euery creature: 

Alas (quod che) let me alone endure 

Deth by my elfe, ye be to diſpitous 

To ſaue my lyfe and ſlee Demetrius. 


To the erthe anone ſhe fyll adowne 

To ſtande vpꝛyght che might nat ſuſtene, 
Deed, pale, wan, with many pitous ſowne 
Dethe of Demetrius gan wofullye bemene: 
Embꝛalyng him with all his woũdes grene, 
And in her armes albe that he laye deed, 
She kyſſed his mouth, blew a nothyng reed. 


El loꝛow # coplapnt thus ſhe made an ende, 
wzite no moze of thys Arcynoe 

But to Beronices agayne I wyl now wẽde, 
Foz Bochas ſayeth in the ſtoꝛy ye maye ſe 
She after wedded was to wozthy Tholome 
Like as it was her fathers firſt entent, 
When Þ he dyed,and made his teſtament; 


> Thus endeth the fourth boke, a ; 
after foloweth the fyfte. — 
V. iii. 


The firſt Chapter. 


Ere Bothas ſcoꝛneth a 

phath diſdayne 

[Ok thze maner of folke 

he dyd le, 

In this wozlde whiche 
that in certayne 

Set al they2 iop and all 

| 2 their kelicite 

Foz toercell in fapꝛeneſſe and beaute: 

Nat withſtandyng as ye well tell can, 

Jt hath vndone full many a wozthy man. 


Recoꝛde he taketh of Demetrius, 

Which in his tyme was fayzelt in certepne, 
Which cauſed hym to be contrarious 

To al vertue, his ſtoꝛy ye haue lepne: 

But of tho folke Bochas hath moſt diſdeyne 
That buſy ben to conquere and recure 
Beaute by craft, which cometh nat ok nature. 


The thirde is he þ grutcheth agayne kynde 
Foz lacke ot᷑ ſtature and of ſemelyneſſe: 

Ind all theſe thze ben ignoꝛaunt and blynde, 
Andagapyne reaſon their cozages they dzelle, 
Pet aboue beaute vertue is mapſtreſſe, 

Ind lytle woꝛthe is fayzneſſe in certepne 

In a perſon where no vertue is ſepne. 


Unto purpoſe he telleth of a man 

That excelled all other in fayzeneſſe, 
Called Spurnia # bozne was in Tuſcan, 
And folkehad ioye and great gladneſſe 
To beholde hym foꝛ his lemelpneſſe | 
Whole beaute bꝛought women in dotage, 
When they caſt her loke on hys vylage. 


Wyues a mapdens dwellyng in that countre 
Pꝛeſed faſt on hym to beholde, 


The fifth boke. 


Here Bochas vvryteth agaynſte them 


that delyte in beaute and ſemelyneſſe, callyng to purpole howe 
a man boꝛne in Tuſcan, whiche excelled in beaute and 
fay:nelle, and foꝛ hys beaute ſhould nat geue other 
occaſion to ſynne,he diſfigured hys vilage and 
body, wyth manye agreat wounde 
and ſpotte. 


By thoccaſion ofhys great beaute 
Nat onelye yonge but ſome that were olds 
Wyth loues axceſſe nowe were they 

hote nowe colde, f 
Thus was hys beaute to many a creature, 
Founde in effecte a peryloug lure, 


Duſbandes olde caught a fantaſy 

And had a maner ſuſpection, 

Stpꝛed by the ſerpent of falſe Jelolye 
Towarde Spurnia, as made is mencion: 
But foz to auoyde all cruell occaſion, 

Ok any people that ſuche malyce thought, 
Pe Gall here howe wplely that he wzought, 


To put awaye falſe dylectacion, 

And all occaſions of Cupides rage, 

He of pzudence and diſcretion 

With many wounde diffaced hys byſage: 
Foz he dempt it was — nmnge 
That by thencheſen of excellent beaute, 
Any creature hyndzed Goulde be. 


Philoſophers and poetes that were wyſe, 
Gaue vnto hym a great commendation, 
(That he coude (o notably deuyſe 

To fynde a waye within hys reaſon 

To ſet aſyde all occaſion 

Ok luche vnlekull flechlye fantalye, 
Chat might ſtyꝛe women vnto lecherpe. 


He knewe afoze and ſaw by experience 
That all beaute (hall waſte away and fade, 
Lykeſomer flours in theyz moſte excellence, 
That growe on hylles oz be low in chade: 
(The role, the lyllye, whan they be moſt glade 
Upon they: ſtaltes, they pꝛefe is daply ſeyne 
Been beten downe with a ſtoꝛmye _ , 
n 


e 


Ind ſemblably in euery creature 

Of lowe degre oz of hye eſtate, 

Beauty abideth nat noz lenger doth endure 
Than youthes ceſon, w age is ful checkinate: 
Who thtnketh hereon J holde hym foztunate, 
Jnd can afoze in his reaſon caſte 

No wozldly beauty, in erth mai alway laſte. 


¶ Lenuope. 


E woꝛldlye folke that reiopſe 
in beaute, 

Se with the eyen ol your aduertence 
Howe with a ſmale ſodayne infirmite 
When deth # age lyſt che we theyzpzeſence, 
Diſdayne al frechnes with vnware violence 
Agayne whole might there is no other grace 
Pꝛoceſſe of yeres all beaute doth deface, 


Though Demetrius was kayꝛe bpon to ſe 
As ye haue herde rehearſed in ſentence, 
Gayne law and ryght heloued Arcpnoe 
Thoccaſion founde by her falſe inſolence, 
Bycaule reaſon made no reſiſtence, 

Nat aduertyng how euery hour and ſpace 
P2oceſſe of peres, all beaute doth diſtace. 


Full hozrible was their iniquite, 

And tofoze god hatefull their offence, 

Foz thꝛough falſe luſt and ſenſualite 

Loſt was the bzidell of inwarde pzomdence, 
Sharpe moztal ſwozde made ß recompence, 
Dꝛowned in teres whan ſhe dyd hi embzace, 
With blody woundes diſfigured all hys face. 


O noble pꝛynces let thys ſtoꝛy be 

A clere myꝛrour to your magnificence, 
Therein tonlidzed the falſe fragilite 

Of wozldly fayznes which is but apparence, 
Ind tranſitozy,but ſo be that pzudence 
Gouerne the paſſage vicious luſt to enchace, 
Pꝛoteſſe of yeres, all beaute dothe difface, 


The. li. Chapter. , 


CHowe the two bꝛethzen, Seleuchus 
and Antiochus, eche delyꝛous to 
excell other, kyll at diſcozde 
and ended in mil⸗ 
chefe. 


12 is no man that can in ſtoʒy rede 
Ok moꝛe milchefe noz of moze debate, 
Than of debate that is atwene kinrede, 


of John Bothas 


Twene blode # blod, gayne kide infoztunate; 
Namely in perſons whiche ben of hye eſtate, 
As it fyll ones, the ſtoꝛy beareth recozde, 
Atwene two bzethzen that were at diſco:de, 


That one Seleuchus, Antiochus the other, 
Is the ſtoꝛy hereafter (all deuyſe, 

Eche delyꝛous foꝛ to excell other 

In woꝛldly wozthyp, # wonderly they were 
And both blent by wozldly couetyſe (wyſe, 
Foz toclymbe vp to hye eſtate 

Whiche cauled them to be at debate. 


Both mighty kinges Bochas maketh mecis; 
Ind of one wombe ſothlye they were boꝛne 
Under a curſed fell conſtellacion, 

Ok frowarde lede may grow no good cozne: 
And thzough couetyſe bothe they were lozne, 
And diſtroyed by the moꝛtall werre 

That was at wene them, in Ilie nye # kerre. 


It is to me berye contagyous 

To rede the batayles and diſcencions, 
The falſe pꝛomyſes of Antiochus, 

With the diſceytes and conſpirations: 
B2etherne of byꝛth, and of conditions 
Contrartous wayes euer they dyd wende, 
Frowardly they began, æ ſo made an ende. 


Their mother was called Leodices, 

And in Aſpa Seleuchus was reignyng, 
Euer in werre, coude nat lpue in pees: 

And in Surry Inttochus was kyng, _ 
And among robbers they made theyz ending, 
Where euer they fought in w2onge oz ryght, 
Neuer they bode but toke them to flyght. 


Though Seleuchus was at his gynnyng 
Sbhynyrgin glozy and in hye pꝛoweſſe, 

Ind of Alpa he was lozde and kyng, 

With great diffame was derked his nobleſſe: 
Bycaule that he of great vnkyndneſſe 

Ful faiſely ſlewe without iudgement, 

Hys yonger bꝛother that was innocent. 


And by the byddyng of Leodices 

Which was his mother of hatefull cruelte 
Falſely to murdze the quene Reronices, 
Wite to the kyng called Tholome, 
Reygnyng in Egipt, but it ſtode ſo that he 
Foz all his power fayled ot hys pzay, 
Bycaule that He was ware, a fled away, 


pet afterwarde ofolde hate and enuy 
This 


The fifth boke, 


This Seleuchus by full falſe treaſon, 
Murdꝛed Beronices by conſpiracy, 

Her lonne alſo, as made is mencion: | 
The ſclaundꝛe aroſe thzough many a region, 
And was repozted vnto hys diffame, 
Wherthzough helolt his wozlhip # his name. 


And on thys murder auenged foz tobe 

Foz thc hozrible great abuſion, | 
The kyng of Egypt the ſayde Tholome 

Gan make him ſtrong, a came w people doun 
But foꝛ there was ſo great diſcention 
Thꝛough al his land, the ſtoꝛy laith certayne, 
He was conſtrained to returne home agapne. 


Seleuchus than made a ſtronge armee 
Gathered <yppes,ſtuffed them w vytayle, 
Towarde Alye he taken hath the lee, 

But luche tempelt gan hys people aſſaple, 
That hertes and power of them gan fayle, 
WK thundzing a lightning vegeably diſtrained 
To take the land of nede he was conſtrained, 


The people of Alpe ſepng thys milchefe 
Had of Seleuchus great compaſſion, 
And their luctour to let at a pꝛele 

They hym receyued into that region, 
Though it ſtode (as made is mencion) 
That afozctyme foꝛ hys cruell dede 

They had his perſon in full great hatrede. 


And foꝛ he fonde foztune fauourable 

Nat conſidꝛyng her mutabilite, 

He caſt of rancour foꝛ to be vengeable 

And gyn a werre agapne Tholome: 

His men outraped he was conſtrayned to fle, 
Knewe no refute no2 (uccour of none other, 
But koz great miſchete lent to hys bzother, 


J meanehys bꝛother called Intiochus, 
Beheſtyng him foz to crowne hym kyng 

Ok all Alye,hys tozy telleth thus, (kyng 
Toke trule thys whyle by lubtyll falſe woz- 
With Tholome, foꝛ ten pere enduryng: 
And when his bzother came with his powere 
Falſed his pꝛomile, double of hert and chere. 


Thus ot newe they fyll at debate 

Eche gan other myghtelp werrap, 
Falle couetiſe to encreace they: eſtate 
Cauled thatnouther lyſt other to obay, 
Met in a felde there is no moꝛe to lay: 


Seleuchus kled as he was wonte to do. 


Thus a falſe werre of hatred fraternall, 
Agayne nature let them at dilcozde, 

Eche buſy was in elpeciall 

Fs their ſtoꝛy remembzeth by recozde, 
Neuer their iyke to be at one accozdc: 

But whã Seleuchus was put thus to flight, 
(The people of Hurry gan deme anonryght 


That he that day was outher take oz dede, 
Ind Gallougreis a people of great poſte, 

Of Couetyle gan haſt them in great ſpede 
To entre Aſpe and ſpople all that countre: 

To Antiochus they had eke enmyte, 

That he was fayne foꝛ hys ſauacion, 

To pay to them a full great raunſom. 


Their heart was yeue onely to pyllage, 
Takyng ol hym ok golde a great quantite, 
And he leyng ok robbyng the outrage 

Dꝛew to the pyllours, & one of them was he: 
And thzough al Aſye they robbed eche coũtre, 
Foz Seleuchus they gan ſo purchace, 

That he nat durſt abide in no place. 


{Than Antiochus dꝛewe to Tholome, 
Uoyde of ſauecondupte oꝛ any aſſuraunce, 
Though þ atwene them was great enmyte 
Foꝛ a ſeaſon as made is remembzaunce, 

To haue founde ſuccour in his gret greuatice: 
But all foz nought.,foz in concluſion 
Tholome hym toke and caſt in derke pꝛilon. 


{There conltrayned of neteſlite 

Knowyng no meane to make his raunſon, 
By a woman that lyued in pouerte 

He was holpe out of that derke pziſon: 
Lohere of foztune a falſe condicion, 

That coude make a kyng without pere, 
Ol a woman to ſtande in daungere. 


To — folke this maye be a myꝛour, 
To le a pꝛynte thus ſodaynly bought lowe, 
That Cone in ryches lyke an emperour, 
LOhich ok dildayne lyſt no man to knowe, 
How is he caſt, nowe is he ouerthzowe: 
Now hath he cauſe to plain, wepe, x mourne, 
Knovoyng no frende foz ſuccour hun to turne. 


De was aferde to holde hys paſſage 
By hye wapes, oꝛ foz to come in lyght, 
Fyll amonge theues & they by great oufrage 


All mereyleſſe.ſlew hym anone ryght, 
Fought hide foz hande, their hoſtes both two l in 


Ind his bzother foz all his great myght 
Called Seleuchus, which was a wonder, 
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Fil frõ his courſer,# bzake his necke aſoder, 
The.itt,Chapter, 


¶ Howe the noble Queene Laodompa, 
was in the temple flayne, and ven⸗ 
geaunce take vpon hym that 
llewe her, 


bre ol eſtates pꝛynces and 
e pivnceſſes 
»\ Shewed them to Bochas pi- 


Se toullyeplaynyng, 
IN To hym declarynge they? 
moztall heupneſſes, 


Ind firſt ok all there tame to hym wepyng 
The noble queene her ſoꝛow reherlyng, 
Called Laodomya which with heuy chere 
Complapned the miſchefe of her (uſter dere. 


Called ereis, vonge and tender of age 
That wedded was of Cycile to the kyng, 
And on the daye of that great mariage 

There fyll a ſtryte and a great meuyng 
Imonge the commons, by a maner rplyng: 
Ind when the quene therof had a lyght, 

To Dianes temple anone the toke her llyght. 


The people was party # roſe againe þ kyng, 
Foz whicherumoze and ſodayne ſtryfe 
Laodompa full fearfully quakyng, 

Kan to the temple foz to ſaue her lpfe, 
Suppoſyng in her ymaginatyfe 

That foꝛ the temples chaſte reuerence, 
Men woulde ſpare to do there violence, 


But there was one by whom the ſtrife began 
Ind was firſt grounde of this great mocion, 
Called Milo, a falſe Cecylian 
Uoyde of all reueretice and deuocion, 

Nan to the temple feirſer than a Lyon, 
Ind where the queene the auter dyd enbꝛace, 
With a harpe ſwozde flew her in the plate. 


This ſactilege was puniched by vegeaunce, 
Gods were wꝛothe thzough this gret offece, 
And Diana by full great diſpleaſaunce 
Made in the tourte a ſodayne peſiylence; 
Ind Mplo was by vnware violenee 
Tourned beſtiall, made wode in that affray; 
Ind llewe hym ſelfe ſuyng the twelft daye, 


The. iii. Chapter. 


Leaf.crvi, 
Show Cleomenes king of Matedone was 
flayne with his wite and 
childzen. 

ter this vengeaũte taken on Mplo, 

| Came Cleomenes of Macedopne king, 
And to Bochas gan hewhis deadly wo 

Dis great iniuries ofenemies aſſaylyng, 
His hye empꝛiles, his kyngdome defendyng; 
And alderlaſt how he in his citee, 
Was by the ſonne ſlayne of Tholome. 
Firſt in his countrey,the ſtoꝛy doth deuile, 
Againe his enemyes he had a great battaple, 
Ok his people defendyng the fraunchyſe, 
Ok knightly pzoweſle as he ß liſt not fayle 
Foz his ryght to fyght in plate and maple: 


His lieges echone beyng of one aſſente, 
To lyue and dye with him in their entent. 


Men, women, and childzen ponge ok age, 
Were in one hart as in that mattere, 
Whiche made them ſtronge & gate auaũtage 
That vndeuided they ſtode echone pfere, 
Okone coꝛage, ok one will, a of one chere, 
Greatly aſſured in their opinion, 

Becauſe among them was no diuiſion. 


Their comon pzofite they did moze pzefarre; 
Than they did treaſure,lyfe,o2 good, 

Foz their fredome aye ready to the warre 
Not atraped to ſpende their owne bloude: 
Ind fynallye lo together they ſtode 

That of one thought eche gan him redy make 


To lyue and dye foz his bzothers ſake, 


He had an enemy boꝛne of that region 

The name of whom was Antigonus, 

And he had wedded the boke maketh mencion 
Theolde quene of kyng Demetrius: 

And had her lonne the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 
Called Phylyp, fro youth in hys kepyng, 
Therby pꝛetendyng a tytle to be kyng. 


Of Lacedemonoys claymed agayne ryght 
(There to raigne and take poſſeſſion, 
Lyke a tiraunt vſurpyng ofgreatmyght 
Foz to be crowned in that region: | 
But foz all his falſe pzeſumption 

He was put of and yſet a farre, 
Though he with the helde a moztal warre. 


And Cleomenes that was rightful kyng | 
Daz in the feldearmed euery day, Vide 


The fifth boke. 


Hardy as Lyon, dꝛede hym nothyng, 
Gayne his enempes he ſtode lo at a bay 
That fro the felde he made them flye away: 
His d2edefull lwoꝛde grounde was lo kene, 
That to abyde hym they myght nat luſtene. 


Ind on a daye deſcendyng from his cite 
Helde in the felde a full ſtronge battaple, 
Vith lytle people made his fone to fle: 
Retournyng home ful werp of trauayle 
Thought in his heart that it ould auaple 


To ſtynt the werte, hangyng in no certapne 


Tyll Þ his people refreſhed were agayne, 


Set o2dinaunce thꝛough all the countre 
Gapyne all enemyes to make reliſtence, 
Ind into Egypt he goth to Tholome 
With wife # childzen wdꝛawing hys pzelſcce, 
There receyued with great beneuolence, 
Lyke his eſtate out of care and dzede, 

And there abode tyl Tholome was dede, 


But the ſonne ofkyng Tholome 

Whiche raygned after by (ucceſſion, 

Of kaiſe enuy and vengeable cruelte 

Slew Cleomenes in that region, 

His wife, his childzen, voyde ok compaſſion, 
Alas it was to ſtraunge a cruel thyng, 
Within a kyngdome to murder lo a kyng. 


The. v. Chapter. 


Ok kynge Nero, Coznely, and 
Hanpball. 


Fter whoſe deathe thus wzought by 
violence, | 
The ſtozy remembzeth pzocedyng 


Fo2th came Nero and chewed hys pꝛelence, 


Of Siracule the myghty ſtronge kyng, 
Tofoze Bochas full pitouſly playnyng: 
Beſechynge hym with a full pitous chere 
Ok his milcheke to wzyte themanere, 


The whiche.Nero,vylfull and furious 
Lyſt to pzeſumie of falle rebellion, = 

Fo to debate with Appius Claudius 
And to maligne agayne Rome toun: 
But he anone fozhis pꝛeſumptioun 
Conſtrayned was in all his moſt pail 
Lykea cowarde to flye and nat abyde. 


No moꝛe of hym myne auctout w re 
Ate th h ys Done in Cartage,and ſhewed to their to un, 


But in his boke as he dothe pꝛocede, 


ſtpzide, 


There came Coznely,of Rome a conſulere 
Hym ſelfe complaynyng of ß great falchede, 
Wyiche vnto hym accompliched was in dede, 
By aſſuraunce bꝛoke of Haniball, 

Which of Cartage was chete admirall, 


To thys Coznely Haniball was ſwozne, 
With the Affricans by a maner flatery, 
To ſuccour hymas we haue tolde rofozne, 
With the Romains to holde vp his party; 
But whan they met, the bote doth lpecilp, 
Coznely was take and fettred in pꝛilon 

At nuſchefe dyed, there gayned no raunſon, 


Than Haniball entred of entent 

With his knightes into a great cite 

Ok Cicile called Agrigent, 

Where Julius Silua of olde enmpte 
Lade a ſiege with a great meyne, 
That he conftrayned the lapde Hanpball 
Foz veryhungre to leape ouer the wall. 


By a poſterne he toke hym to the fliyght 
Gathered chyppes, and toke the large ſee, 
And Julius Silua lyke a manly knyght 
Faught with him, and made hym foz to flee 
Upon the water, anone after he 

Was of his knyghtes ſtoned to the dethe, 
And ſo conſtraynedhe yelded vp the bzcthe, 


The. bi. Chapter. 


& Of the duke zantipas calt 
into the ſee. 


Ir ter that Hany ball was ſlayne thus 

Y | And putte to flyght as made is mencion, 
Tofoze Bochas came wozthy 
Jantipus 

A famous duke full notable of renoun, 

And he was loꝛde ofthe ſtronge region 

Lacedemoyne, and was come a ferre 

Into Cartage, to helpe them in the werre. 


By whole pꝛoweſſe to his encreace of glozy 


Che pꝛoude Romayns were put to flyght, 


Cartaginences had of them victozy, 


And there was take the wyſemanly knyght 


Marcus Regulus, and bzought anonryght 
Into Cartage, and led as pꝛyſonere 
By3antipus,as Bochas waiteth here. 


Thys noble duke fo2 all his hye pꝛoweſſe 


of John Bochas 


And foz all hys notable kyndneſſe 

They moſt vnkyndly quit hym his guerdon: 
Foz ſaylyng home towarde his region, 

In achyp ſtuffed of their countre. 

Of kalle enuy they caſt him in the ſee, 


Co his nobleſſe and famous chiualry 

LOhan he of knighthod late hieſt i his flours, 
They of Cartage by hatred a enuy (cours, 
Maligned agayne hym, chefe lun of their (0- 
Taclipled his lyght, but theragayn auctours 
Haue by w2ityng perpetually let his name 
And it regeſtred in the houſe offame, 


The.bii. Chapter. 
how Marcus Regulus of hys 


fteewyll, dyed foz the com⸗ 
mon wele. 


No can tell oz reherſe the grounde 
WV; (ot werres 

þ The fyꝛſt cauſe of ſuche moz- 

AN tall outrage 

Whether it began by influence of ſterres 

Twene man and man, oꝛ of wylfull rage 

Itwene RKomayns and folkes of Cartage, 

To great hyndꝛyng, conlydꝛed the manere 
Of both parties, as Bochas doth vs lere, 


Italiens therwith were greued okt, 

Namely whan foztune was theyz aduerſary 
Ind Affricans felt full vnſoft 

Whan the to them lyſt be contrary! 

Whoſe courſe of cuſtome ſtoũdmeale doth ba- 
By experience it hath be pzoued wele, (ry, 
In p ouerwhelmynge of her vntruſty whele. 


The moſt woꝛthy and the moſt famoug 
Ifoze remembzed vpon eche patty, 

Foztune to day made them victozious, 

Ind to mozow the dyd theyz myght defye: 
Now vp, nowe downe, all ſtode in teoperdy, 
L pe as che lyſt them fauour nye oz ferre, 
Their loſſe & wining called foztune of werre. 


To ſome well wylled,happy,and eurous, 
To ſome alſo full traunge of acquayntaũte, 
Reken amonge other Marcus Regulus, 
On Romapyne partyea Pzynce of great 
lubſtaunce: | 
To be pzeferred and put in remembꝛaunte, 
One the molt woꝛthy & true founde in dede, 
Ok knyghtly policy that J can of rede. 


Leaf.crvitl, 


To common pꝛokit was aye his aduertence, 
Twene loue and hate ſtandyng ſo vpꝛyght 
To nouther lyde declyned the balaunce, 

Ok his domes,foz fauour of no wyght: 

Tyll that the eye ofhys inwarde ſyght, 
Contepued had where the trouth ſtode, 
Than gaue he lentente, and theron he abode, 


In all this woꝛld ther was no better knight 
Better named, and boꝛne ok good linage, 
A lemely perſon delpuer a of great might, 
* as Lyon , right manly of viſage, 

al of Romains, charpe yarde to Cartage: 
Demurenat haſty ſeynge all thyng tofozne, 
And in Papinia J fynde that he was bozne, 


And foz he had ſo great diſcretion 

This w e knyght,thys Marcus Regu⸗ 
was a Conſul of the toun (lus, 
a felow called Manlius, 

mes manly wyle and vertuous, 

iche foꝛ theyz notable hye conſtaunce 

Ok Romapne werres had the gouernaunce; 


Thepꝛ chyppes ſtuffed made a great armpe 
Full pzudently with knightly apparaple, 
Thele pꝛinces twayne taken haue the ſee 
Firſt with Ciciliens had a great bataple, 
Diſtomkited them at their arriuaple, 
Outraped Amylchar, the ſtoꝛy is no fable, 
That mas of Iffrike capitayne # conſtable; 


LOan in that countrecaſtels many one 
Toke paſoners,ſtuffe,and great rycheſſe, 
And all that party to Rome he ſent anone 
By Manlius the ſtozy beareth witneſſe: 
And the Romayns foz his wozthyneſſe 
All ofaſſent becauſe he was lo wyſe, 
Pꝛolonged haue the terme ok hys ollyle. 


Ok knyghtly nobleſſe was none to hym lyke, 
Nouther in armes, noꝛ politike oꝛdinaunce, 
And foz the conqueſt of Cartage and Fffrike 
To hym they gaue whole the gouernaunce: 
B2ought cities a townes to the obeyſaunce 
Ok the Romapns, thys noble wozthy knyght 
Wher euer he rode maugre their foes myght, 


By his faythfull labozous dilygence 

Gate all the countreys to Cartage toun, 

Tyll tidynges came vnto hys pzeſence 

Beſyde a rpuer there was a great dꝛagon 

So hozriblecas made is mention) 

That al þ countre ot him ſtode in ſuch 2 
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No man durſt neygh hym kerre aboute, 


In hundꝛed fote & twayne was hys length, 
vkeas Wziieth Tytus Liuius, 

Was none ſo hardy man noz of ſuche ſtrength 

That dur lle appꝛoche he was ſo venomous; 

But by the manhode of Marcus Regulus, 

Slayne was this monſtrous ſerpent, 

And {02 a maruayle the ſkinne to Nome ſent, 


Thus in conqueſt whyle he dyd his payne 
To get caſtes # myghty ſtronge towns, 
Igapne hym were lent Aſdzuballes twapne, 
Called of Xffrike the hardy champions, 
With al the power of their regions: 

But as the ſtozy maketh reherſayle, 

Whey were dilcomkited in battayle. 


*mylchar after came with lpeare & chelde 

In defence oi Afkrike and Cartage, 

And he was allo diſtroped in the telde 

Dith all his hoſt maugre his vilage: 

Thus Marcus hadde alwape the vauntage 
Making ß Komains this knyght vertuous, 
Though his pꝛowelle to be victozious. 


And where that he in hys tender age 

Lyſt do labour and tyll his owne lande, 

F 62 exerciſe, aud vertuous auauntage 

To hold the plough a lede it with his hande, 
Juopding oath as ye hall vnderitande: 
Now th:ough Afirike many noble knight 
In ſtele and maple herydeth armed bꝛyght. 


Thus noble Marke what euer he had ado, 
He was in armes louerapne lingulere, 

And in the temple at Rome of Ippollo, 

Fo: him was kept a crowne of freſh laurere: 
Foꝛiged of goide,tret ful of tones clere, 

And in the temple ok Joae was ceſerued, 

A robe of victozy,which he hath deſerued. 


To theſe goddes who can conſider well 

Of olde cuſtome the ryghtes to mayntene, 
As fo2 a thyng bepng perpetuell 

Which fadeth neuer, of nature, thus J mene; 
Placred is the freſhe laurere grene 

Foz cauſes twayne, graũted to conquerours, 
In marcial actes by cõqueſt made bictourg. 


Foz the nobleſſe of this tre diuine, 

Sheweth his odour in wildome # excellence, 
By the greneſſe whiche neuer dothe deciyne, 
Lounge abydyng of vertuous pꝛudence: 


The rounde crowne betokeneth pꝛouidence, 
In ſigne onely of knyghtly gouernaunce, 
Tatzeth his guerdon ot longe continuaunce, 


Their ſtrength graũted them nat the crowne, 
Noz a pꝛoude ginninge ſtablycheth nat theyz 
But perſeuerãce who liſt muſe # roun(glozy, 
Graunteth to them and putteth in memozp 
The triumphe, and palme of theyz victozy; 
The crowne of laurer in ſtozy it is tolde, 
And of Jupiter the ryche crowne of golde, 


Who can diſcerne, of ail theſe gyftes thze, 
Moſt appertayneth vnto chyualry, 

Manly pꝛoweſſe  wildome,anone let le, 
Strength, hardpneſſe, conqueſt, and politp, 
Fo: the Romans caught a fanta(y, 

Foꝛ his merites notabbe and glozious, 

To magnitie this Marcus Regulus. 


Foz this Marcus durynge his luſty peres 
P2ince of werres gayn Afkrike # Cartage, 
Toke all their yonge knightes pꝛiloneres, 
Sent them to Rome foz common auaũtage: 
But o alas whan he was fall in age, 

The gery goddeſſe e mong her chaunges all, 
Agayne thys pzincc her fauoure dyd appall, 


Foz to withſtand the pꝛoweſſe of this knyght 
In helpe of Iffrike as made is mencion, 
Came zantipus of whom J ſpake now right 
I mighty duke the whiche was (ent doun 
Fro Lacedemone, which thzough His renoun 
Wian the power of Marchus gan to fayle, 
His meynp flayne,toke hym in battaple. 


Into Cartage ſent hym pzyſonere, | 
And there he lay in ſtronge chaynes bounds, 
Lo how foztune chaunge gan her chere 
Falſeſt of truſte, whan ſheis moſt iocounde: 
Fitſt fauourable after frowarde founde, 
Tyis is her maner with her double face 
Folke 5ᷣ ſyt hyeſt to chaũge the fro their place, 


Fo: he that whylom had in ſubiection 
Almoſt all Aſtrite, and Cartage the cite, 
Now lyethhebounde and kettred in pzyſon; 
Whylom in glozp, now in aduerlite, 

Caſt in miſery from hye pꝛoſperite, 
Foꝛtunes be made who ſo loketh wele 


Ok bꝛotyll glaſſe rather than offtele, 


Thys manly knight albe 5 he laye chapned 
Whiche had bzought Rome to lo hye _ 


That they of Affrike & Cartage wer coſtrai- 
Unto Romains to purſue foz a pees, (ned 
And foꝛ to accompliſhe this matter doutles; 
Under aſſuraunce made in Cartage toun 
They toke Marcus anone out of pꝛiſon. 


Bound by his othe there is no moꝛe to ſapne, 
He to be chaunged foz Affrike pziſoneres, 
There fozto abyde # they to come agapne, 
The pong knightes freſh #luſty of their che- 
So that Marcus feble x olde of yeres, (res: 
By Affricans were to Rome ſent, 

Bothe aſſured to accompliche their entent, 


Foz the Romains had in ſuche deynte 

This noble Marke foz manhode a pzudence, 
And foz the furtheryng of theyz commonte, 
They had his perſon foz wiſdom i reuerence, 
Called in p toun their wall & theyz defence: 
Had in moꝛe cheerte foꝛ knighthode in p age, 
Thi all their pꝛiloners of Afrike  Cartage, 


Romapns greatly reioyſed of his commyng 
Ind ſpecially foz his delyueraunce, 

All at ones ofhert and true meanyng 

Said welcome home our iope and ſuſtiſaũce, 
Welcome mpꝛrour of knightly gouernaũte: 
This was their voce, a this was their lan⸗ 
It his repapʒe fro Iffrike & Cartage. (gage, 


Ind thus was he receyued lyke to hig eſtate, 
And conueped thzough all the cite, 

Nobly pzeſented vnto the Senate, 

Began his tale anone as ye ſhall ſe; 

As he that had moze incheerte 

The common pꝛokite, than his deliueraunce, 
Said vnto them theſe woꝛdes in lubſtaunce. 


Sy:s by the auyce of you echone pꝛeſent 
Firſt by the eſtates, nert by the commonte, 
Is pꝛinte # Conſul to Affrike J was ſent, 
And as ye know leuen pere there J haue be; 
To chaſtyſe rebelles of that countre, 

And by the fauour and helpe of gods myght, 
To your citie haue quit me lyke a knyght, 


In this matter it nedeth nat totary 

Pe knowe pour ſelfe J am now wexen olde, 
And foztane is to me right contrary 
Whereby youre enemies in Affrike be made 
Ind they deſire me foz to be ſolde Cbolde, 
In erchaunge by ſhozt concluſion, 

Fo: pꝛiloners which they haue in the toun. 
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Ind by the fauour of gaddes hye in heauen 
Ind by my felowes wyſe mediacion, (uen 
Countreys # pꝛouynces moze than ſyxe oz ſe⸗ 
haue in Affrike made lubiect to this toun, 
Maugre their myght and their rebellion: 
Ind them conſtrapned lyke as pe defy2e, 
Foz to obay vnto pour emppꝛe. 


To make pour emppꝛe moze glozious 

Ind to encreaſe the boundes of your cite, 
Whylom by grace J was victozious; 
Uẽquiched your enemies wher J dyd the ſe, 
Nowethzough foztunes mutabilite, 

Made vnhappp, and deſolate of chere, 
Somtime a pꝛynce, nowe a pꝛyſonere. 


Ifoze my power by foꝛtune was fraiichiled; 
Now am J thzall and fettred in pzyſon, 
Myne olde triũphes be newly now dilgyled, 
And victoztes oppꝛeſſed and boꝛne doun: 
With this conlidꝛed the tranſmutacion 

Ok youth paſſed, and myne vnweldy age 
Lytle wonder though dull be mp cozage; 


Pet ther is a thing p dꝛaweth a legth my life, 
Whiche in my hert hath (et great gladneſſe, 
To pour encreace howe this moztall ſtryfe 
By my labour and knightly buſpneſſe | 
The marctall pzynces famous in woꝛthpneſſe 
W all the knightes moſt ſouerapn of renoun, 
Sought thzough Iffrike be in your pꝛylon. 


By whoſe abſence febled is Cattage, 

The coũtre pouerifhed, bꝛought to dileticrea- 
Seynge ß J am dull and fallinage (te, 
Gapne Affricans to put my ſelfe in pꝛeace, 
Cauſyng your enemies to purſue foz peace, 
By exchaunge of me Þ may but ſmall auayle, 
Fo: affrike knightes moſt expert in bataple. 


They ſtande in hope of theyz delyueraunee, 
By exchaunge ofme now ſent out of pzyſon, 
Ok entent to encreale theyꝛ puyſaunce; 

Ok new to gynne a werre vpon your toun: 
Now take good hede in pour difcretion, _ 
Payſe of pzudence this thing p J haue tolde, 
(They2 pouth confidzed and howe Jam olde; 


Jam conſumed and weared in the werres, 
Foztune contrary, J febled to beare armour; 
(Thef luſty, freche, their name ſpꝛed farre is, 
And in the felde they able toendure: 

J vnweldy.,and lyke a creature | 
Woze lemely to dzaw . to my "ane, * 


The fifth boke. 


Than be armed this cite foz to ſaue. 


And in effecte J haue moze cheerte 

Ot very faythe without variaunce, 

Unto the pzofyte of your commonte 

Than to the matter of my delyuetaunce: 
Two thinges payſed and wayed in balaũce 
Of Affrike knyghtes expert wozthyneſle, 
In me the conſtraynt of ages febleneſſe. 


Ind to conclude vpon thys matere 

I myght neuer as ſemeth vnto me 

As of knyghthode deſerue the laurere, 
Noz the triumphe in this famous cite, 
Better than dye to encreace the commonte: 
And thus auyſed of heart and hole cozage 
pelde vp the ſpirite of my vnweldy age. 


In this purpole he ſtedfaſt as a wall, 

Of one wyll and one perſeueraunce, 

Him lelfe commendyng to goddes immoztal, 
Chaſe foz to dye of polytike conſtaunce, 

Ind to p:eferre by notable purueyaunce 
The common pꝛokite, this was his motyke, 
Set aſydehis good, his treaſour , & his lpte. 


Right wel chered, ſtable of his viſage, 
Ok perkite loue he had bnto the toun, 
He is repayzed agayne vnto Cartage, 
The articles kept and the condicion 
It the departyng from Iffrike region: 
This to lay,texplete their luſt certapne, 
O2 pꝛiſoner he foz to reſoꝛte agapne. 


It his departyng the Romayne lenatours 
Gan were pale of compaſſion, 

To ſe the pauis of all thepʒ olde ſoccours, 
Is pꝛiſoner departe out of the toun: 
Pꝛinteſles and ladyes fyll in a ſowne doun, 
Childzen wept, and cryed foz pite, 

Far wel vpholder, chefe wall of their cite. 


YOas ener founde any trewer knyght 
LOhiche of his owne faythful mocion, 
Wyere he was free a had power and might 
To haue ſtande at large, by hys election 

To kepe his pzomyle tepapꝛed to pꝛilon: 
What all J wzite of his nobleſſe oz ewe, 
To fynde one lyke hym J rede but of a fewe, 


And when he tame agayn with his meſſage, 
Knowyng thentent of this wozthy knyght 
Moſt furiouſly the people of Cartage - 

In the pꝛelente ofeuery maner wyght 


Oꝛdayned haue to tourment anont t, 
Firſt the lyddes of his eyen twapne 
They cut ot, to encreace his payue, 


That he nat chould ſlepe in pzyſon, 

But euer watche with payne intollerable, 
And foz the conſtraynt ofhys paſſion 

Cee and complayne with lighes lametable: 
And after this toke a plapne table 

ret full ofnayles , arpe whet #grounde 
Ind ther vpon naked they hym bounde, 


Another table they layde on hym aloft 
Nayled allo. and atwene theſe twayne 
They couched hym, this bed was ful vnſolt, 
Moſte impoztable ſo hidous was þ payne, 
Tye blod ran out of euery ſenow and vapyne; 
This was his turment, alas a cruell dethe, 
Of woꝛthy Marcus tyl he yelde vp ß bzethe, 


Who redde in bokes oꝛ euer dyd ſe, 

Ok any pꝛinces lo ſtedfaſt and lo ſtable 

As whylom were in Rome the cite⸗ 

Oz in theyꝛ conqueſt ſo longe perdurable 
Ot vertue founde, ok cozage vnſtauncheable: 
Reken bp all that euer were in that toun, 
And to this Marcus make no compariſon, 


Reken Camillug,Papyzius,Scipions, 
Notable a wozthy foꝛ many great victoꝛy, 
Reken vp all the wozthy champions, 
Curlius,Fabzicius, famous of memozy, 
But this Regulus eclipſeth all theyz glozy, 
And lurmounteth by repozte ofrenoun 

Ill thele fozſayde in compariſon, 


Reken bp ß four that whylom were ſo ryche 
The firſt of them called Lucius, 

Other twapne of condicion lyche, 

Is was Scaurus, and Gayus Delius, 
Ind fozget nat the great Emilius, 

But foz all theyz great poſſeſſion, 

Wake to Marcus no compariſon, 


Kemembze of Craſſus of whome it is tolde 
(The Allirtens to ſtaunche his couetyſe 
Pow ed in his thzote ſtrãgled him w golde, 
So he dyed the ſtozy dothe deuyſe: 

Ind though theſe foure wende haue be wyle, 
Greatlye commended though falle opinion, 
Ok them to Marcus make no tomparilon. 


Touchyng this Marke let men beholde a le 
He lelt his treaſour,fredome and * R 
n 


And foz the pꝛofite ofthe commonte 

Foꝛloke hys fredes, Bochas bereth witneſſe, 
To further his towne dyed in diſtreſſe, 

Co kepe hys fayth reſoꝛted to pzyſon, 

Make of none other to hym compariſon, 


yneauctour here putteth in remembꝛaũce 
Some that had golde, dones, and pierre, 
Some that had of rycheſſe habundaunce 
And of other that Node in dignite, 
Ind ſome that had woꝛldly pzoſperite, 
Set all aſyde and conclude of reaſon, 
Twene them and Marcus is no compariſon, 


Pꝛyntes map lpue after theyzententes, 
Ifter theyz power frowardly in vices, 

Of gold and purpure wear richegarmentes, 
Alter they2 luſtes and theyz delyces, 
Graunt they miniſters great offyces: 
Twene all their pompe and bayne ambicion 
Ind atwene Marke make no compariſon, 


All thele thynges remembzed in certepne, 
Wel conſidzed and yput in mynde, 
There was in Rome but fewe luche ſeyne 
To common p2ofit that found was ſo kynde; 
Ind tyll J may ſuche another fynde 

n all thys boke turnynge vp lo donn, 

wyll to hym make no compariſon. 


CLenuoye, 
ys tragedye who that can 
take hede 
gladneſſe, 


Jope foz wozyp and ſinguler manhede 
That was in Marke by excellent nobleſſe, 
To rede his fall it is great heupneſſe: 
Whiche chaſe to dye where as he ſtode fre, 
Onelp foz pzofite of the tommonte. 


To kepe hys othe playnely as I rede, 
Made in Cartage, there beyng in diſtreſſe 
(Thys noble pzynce conſtrayned ok no nede 
But of frewyll, myne auctour doth expꝛeſſe, 
Fro Rome agayne thyther gan hym dꝛeſſe, 
To ſuffer tourment ofhys fre volunte, 
Onelp foz the pzofyt ofthe commonte. 


Thys ſtoꝛy ſhoulde crowned be in dede 
With — letters, foꝛ to beare wytneſſe 


Howe the layde Marke, hauynge of death no 
dzede, 
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To ſet Rome fro werre in ſpkerneſſe: i 
Whole hie renome moſt ſoue rayn of pꝛoweſſe 
—— neuer eclypſe by none antiquite, 

hich chale to dye to fozther the commontez 


He deſerued foz to haue the mede 

Ok triumphe, and martiall woꝛthyneſſe, 
And of Jupiter to weare the purple wede 
Fret full ot᷑ ſtones, moſt heutiy of bꝛightneſſe; 
The laureat crowne coſerupng hys greneſſe: 
Graunted to victours who lyſt conſider # le, 
Which chaſe to dye foz the tommonte. 


Noble pꝛintes whiche that gouerne a lede 
All woꝛdly people, take hede in your hyneſle 
To this ſtozy trew as is the crede, 

Takyng example todo your buſpneſſe, 
Ape to ſuppoꝛt # mayntayn ryghtwyſneſſe: 
And let Marcus to you a myzrour be ; 
Whiche chaſe to dye to fozther the commonte, 


The. biii. Chapter. 


C Yowe Tholome kynge of Egypte, 
Pome Philopater flewe father 
and mother and hys wyke, 
inlecherye ſpent hys Iyfe, 
and miſcheuouſiye 
| ended, 

Ext in oꝛder toBochas com⸗ 
I playnyng; 

uicious of ipfe there came Tho⸗ 


lome 8 
Called Philopater, a was of Egypt kyng, 
In tender age by hoꝛrible cruelte 
Slewe father, mother, c ſuſter pe mape ſe: 
He to be crovoned, as it is made mencion, 
To reygne alone in that region. 


e was diſpoſed bnto euery byce, 
rowarde to vertue and to all doctryne, 
Dlewehys wyfe called Erudice, 
Left hys ſpouſe and toke a contubpne, 
Waſted hys lyte and gan hym ſelfe enclyne 
To all ryote,ſurfet and outrage, 


And in this wyle he ſpent hys yonge age, 


Thus was diſclaundzed hys royall maieſte, 
In lecherous luſtes watched all nyght, 
In bed tyll noone agayneall honeſte, 
Dtffalle exceſſe hope hym anonryght 
When he aroſe to danke agayne myght, 
She long derer tpent in peer 

« 
7 ill, Jwexs 


J were wery the pzocelle foz to wzite 

Df this tyzaunt vicious and wode, 

It is contagious the p2ocelle to endite 
Becauſe the example doth harme a no goode: 
And of vengeaunte thus with him it ſtoode, 
Ok lodayne milchefe J rede he dyd fyne 
Enbzaced in armes of hys concubpne. 


Igathoclia playnly was her name, 

Ind had a (onne called Agathocles 
Vicious bothe and ſclaundzed by diffame 
Noyſed by repoꝛt they were lo recheles, 
Bothe at ones take in a ſodapne pzees, 
With their alies all at ones fet, 

And by iuſt dome led to the gybet. 


The. ix. Chapter. 


C How Bꝛythomarus and Uiridomarus 
dukes of Fraunce aftcr great batayls 
were by Romayns 
llapne. 


Exte Philopater called Tholome, 
Ther came in 02der a wozthy duke 
c of Frauuce, 
E=>—=B2ythomarus, & out of that coũtre 
Rode into Grece with a great puplaunce, 
Ind firſt he gan to make hys ozdinaunce 
Agayne Romayns albe they were terre 
Pꝛoudly with them fox gynne a werre. 


But they of Rome to they: confuſion, 

By theyz bychoppes and pꝛieſtes gan deuile 
To ble a curſed falſe luperſticion, 

Unto their goddes, in kull cruell wyſe 

To offer vp men by a newe lacrifice, 

To burpe the quike, in Bochas thus J rede, 
By a kalle hope the better toꝛ to ſpede. 


Ok Fraũce # Grete they toke ten in nombꝛe 
Halfe men à wome togider twayn # twame, 
And by falſe murder they dyd the encombꝛe, 
Buried thẽ quike their dethe was ſodapne: 
At this lacrifice the goddes gan diſdayne 
And to the Romayns werte contrarious 

Foz theyz falſe ryghtes ſuperſticious, 


And by recozde of olde Croniculers 

The pere fyue hundzed fro their foundation 
And one and twenty, tho beyng conſulers 
Thze innumbzeas made is mencion, 


The fifth boke. 


Whiche gouerned and ruled all the toun 
The firſt called Lucius Emilius, 
And the leconde Catullus Gaius, 


Actilius Regulus the thyzde conſulere, 

By al the ſenate ozdayned were theſe thze 
As Jhaue tolde the lelfe ſame pere, 

Foz to gouerne and rule the cyte: 

Ind to pzeſerue them from all aduerſite 
Agayne two peoples of Gaule # Lumberdy 
Which them werred of malyce and enuy, 


Ok whiche werre ß Romayns ſtode in doute, 
The Senatours d all the citiſayns, (route 
Becauſe agaynſte them there came ſo great a 
Of Lumbardes, by this halfe the moiitayng, 
Joyned together with many fell fozayns, 

Which ſtode depacted as made is remẽ bꝛaũte 
Fro them of Rome and theyz obeyſaunce. 


The people rude beſtiall and vnſtable 
Together aſſembled wode and furtous 
Ok multitude very innumerable 
Uengeable ofheart ofcozage diſpitous, 
Uovde of all reaſon ſodaynly furious, 

Is laythe Bochas J can no further gone 
Their ſoudiers bare giſarmes eucrychone, 


And giſarmes of giſarmes they were called, 
Towarde Rome them haſtyng day by day, 
Of great iabour the fotemen (oze appalled 
But aye theyꝛ truſt on multitude laye, 

Of whoſe commyng Nome ſtode in akrap, 
Aud ſpectally the Conlulers thze 

That out were lent to fight fozthe cite. 


Four ſcoze thouſand as wꝛite the croniclere 
Wrgyhty and ſtronge to ſtande at defence 
In his felowſhyp had eche Conſulere, 
And ofthe gilarmes numbꝛe in ſentence 
The hundꝛed thouſande by ſturdy violence 
Goyng on kote, J fynde that they had, 
Eyght thoulande ouer, p all the felde ſpꝛad. 


reken nat them that rode on hozſbacke, 
ch lixe # thirty thouſand wer in numbze, 
Sire hundꝛed ouer purpoſed foz the wzacke 
Finally the Romayns to encombze: 
The chadow ok them gaue ſo great an bmbze 
That on the ſoyle whiche tofoꝛe was grene 
There was bnneth any ſunne chene. 


Their captaine was Bzythomarus, 
A manly man and a ful wozthy knyght, Met 


Ind with them went Uiridomarus 

Another captayne in ſtele armed bzight, 
Twene them a Romapnes long laſt the fight 
But on the party of Rome the city? 

Was flayne a Conſull one of the thꝛe. 


After whole deth of foꝛtune, anonright 

On the partie ot them of Rome toun 

Eight hundzed thouſand toke them to flight, 
And thus began the fame and the renoun 

Of Bꝛithomarus, as made is mencion: 

Of whiche victozy his hert was made fayne, 
And on his partie were thze thonſand flapne. 


But the Romayns reſoꝛted be agepne 

Ind after that had a ſtronge battaple, 

And in the felde ſo manly they were leyne 
And lo pꝛoudlip their enempes dyd aſſayle, 
That as myne auctour maketh reherſayle 
Ok the Gilarmes longe oꝛ it were night, 
Fourty thouſande were flayne in that fight. 


(The thyꝛde tyme W helpe of them of Fraunte 
Joyned to Lumbardes & folk of Gaule allo, 
They fought agayne all out ofozdinaunce, 
Beſyde the rpuer that called is the Po, 
Where bothe battayles together had ado: 
And as J fynd Conſulers twaine | 
Two Romaine eltros knightly dyd oꝛdain 


Manlius To:quat called was that one, 
Flaminius Flaccus was wpyth him pfere, 
Ind with theRomatns fozth togider thei gon 
Toward that ryuer with a full manly chere: 
In whyche battayle the ſtoꝛy doeth vs lere, 
Nyne a fourty thouſande ſlayne on that daye 
Of their enemies, that none ne went aware. 


Bꝛithomarus was taken pꝛiſonere, 

In token of triumphe bꝛought to Rome toun 
To the capitoyle, wyth a full pale chere 
Bounde in chaynes, there gayned no raũlon: 
Thus hath foꝛtune appalled his hie renoun, 
Ind in token ofhis dilcomkiture, 

Offred to the goddes was his cote armure, 


Thus Lacheſis his lyues thꝛede gan dꝛaw 
Tyll Ittropos it bzake with ful great paine, 
Uiridomarus that was his felawe ; 
— — ho _ — in tertaine, 
Ind of theſe woꝛthy pzinc ayne 

This was the ende ,and the moztal fall, 

The feeſt accompliſhed called fanerall 
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Ind in the tyme of theſe moꝛtall werres 
Atwene theſe dukes a them of Rome toun, 
Many tokens were chewed in the ſterres, 
Meruaplous lyghtniges fro the heauẽ doun, 
And many an vncouth conſtellacion: | 
Sondzy cometes dyd in the welken appere 
Who leeth the tozyes may the trouth lere. 


The water Pytene that renneth in Itaple 
Whiche in that countre is a famous flode 
The ſame houre © tyme of their battayle 

I's ſayeth the ſtoꝛye, was turned in to bloud: 
Fyꝛes in the eyꝛe mooſt furious and woode, 
That mighty towrs were w the flames bzet; 
The mones apperynge in the Oꝛient. 


The people foꝛ feare ſled in to lowe caues, 
Foz dzede wert pale # deedly of their chete, 
And in thze dayes were the erthe quaues 
Durynge this werres, and in the lame pere 
Of greate Appollo fyll downe the pyllere 
Ok marbyl whyte, large # of great ſtrength, 
That ſyxty cubytes accoũte was the length; 


Ind in that tyme, the o2y ſayeth not nay, 
Ok Rome a Conſul wyth a great puilſaunce 
Called Claudius ſlewe vpon a day 

Thyꝛty thouſande, # bzoughte to miſchaunce 
Ok the loudiers that came oat of Fraunce: 
And ther was llayne w many a captain lozne 
Uiridomarus,ofwhome J ſpake tofozne, 


To his greate Game and confuſion 

As it is remembzed by ſcripture, 

The Romains made a great oblacion 
Up to Jupiter, of his cote armure: 

And in token of his diſcomfiture 

Within that temple of golde beaten clere, 
To his diſpite they hyage vp his banere, 


C Howe Siphax kynge of Numedy 
was take,and dyed in 
pꝛilon. 


Ere Bochas bꝛeuelpe foꝛ a remem⸗ 


2aunce, 
— werres, debates, and bat⸗ 
tapis 
(That were that tyme in Jtayle # Fraũce 
Jn Spapne, Cha payne, with martial appa- 
And among other in his reherſaples (tails 
He te lleth in Iffrike the great dilcencion — 


. iiii. 


The fifth boke. 


AtweneDanyball,and wozthy Scipion. 


Detoucheth their names # abydeth not long, 
Upon their ſtozies he byde not but a while, 
Here not reherlyng their werres ſtronge | 
No of their ſtriues he doth not here compile, 
But downe dilcedyng directeth fozth hys nile 
Foz to reherce and tell by wzytynge 

The fal of Siphax,in Numedy kyng, 


This ſayd Sipharx.,battailes had twayne, 
One with king Galba, he of very might 
Had eke an other in whych he dyd his payne 
To mete Maſſiniſſa after anonright, 

And both kinges he put to the flyght: 

And of Meſſulie J fynde by wzytynge 
Howe Maſſiniſſa was gouernour & kynge, 


This ſayd Siphax thꝛough his chiualry 
Made Malliniſſa to fiye his region, 
Conſtrapned hym tolyue by robbzy, 

To walke in fozeſtes with beeſtes vp cc doun, 
And foꝛ diffaute as made is mencion, 

To laue his life he found no better refute, 
But fedde him ſeife on rotes and on frute, 


Out of his realme Maſſiniſſa was enchaſed 
And conſtrained to fle fro his countre, 

Fro minde of fol ke his name was out raced, 
Foz no man wiſt where he ſhulde be: 

His liege men and folke of his cytie 

Thzough al Affritze knewe no beiter reed 

Ok his perlone, but dempt that he was deed. 


Thus of kyng S iphax encrece gan the gloꝛy 
Which by fozce two kinges hath outraied, 
And vpon them wonne the victozy, 

Put them to flight a the people affrayed, 
That Rome #Cartage were ofhim diſmated 
Ind eche ok them dyd their buſpe laboure, 

Of their wertes to make hym gouernour. 


Unto Siphax out of Rome town 

As it is wꝛitten foz a memozyal, 

To Numedy was ſent Scipion 
Foz this matter in eſpecial: 

Out of Cartage was ſente Haſtrubal, 
And at the Caſtell where Siphax lap, 
Both twayne arriued at one day, 


Ind by playne wzitinge as J haue conceiued 
And as the ſtoꝛy remembzeth in ſentence, 

At their comyng both were recepued 

Ok kinge Siphax with greate reuerence: 


And thzough his notable manly diligence, 
As it is wzytten by good recozde, 
He made thele Capitaines hertly of acozde, 


That they togither lay the ſame nyght, 
They had of Siphar ſo great ſurete 

By pzomyle made, as he was true knyghtr, 
That nouther ofthem Gould diſcepued be: 
But there was founde great duplicite 
Followyng alter, who ſo can take hede, 
Lybke as this ſtoꝛy ſhall deupſe in dede. 


Foz by the fraude # falſenes moſt moztall 
Compaſſed befoꝛne, it is thus befall 
That by the lleight of this Baſtruball 
As affricans be nye double all, 

Under luger can hyde well their gall, 
So Haſtrubal by falſe decepcion, 

Under fayze chere deceyued Scipion. 


De bꝛought in Siphax by falſe ſubtilte, 
And by his ſleight painted fayze langage, 
That he choulde with him alied be, 

By full aſſent to haue in mariage 
Sophonilba a maiden ofCartage, 

Which was doughter pong & fapze withal 
As lapeth Bochas, to this Haſttuball. 


The whiche thynge by crafte was bꝛought as 
Ind accõpiched verily in dede, (bout, 
And by thys meane plainly out of doute 
There firſt began rancour and hatrede, 
Simulacion fapned, and falchede 

That atwene Diphar # Haſtruball alas, 
Scipion was delceiued in this caas. 


Ind after that done was this mariage, 
Siphax ful enempe to this Scipion, 
With Haſtruball rode in to Cartage, 

And gan werray againe Nome toun: 

And in this while, as made is mencion, 
Kynge MWaſſiniſſa out of wildernes | 
Toward Scipion in al haſt gan him dzeſſe. 


With his people gan to make him ſtronge, 
Thzough helpe of Scipion and of Belgius, 
Went againe Siphax, æ abode not longe 
His herte againe him was ſoenuious ; 

And on a day the ſtozy telleth thus, 

Wytb Acfricans and folke of Cartage, 
Siphar the Romains met in the vylage. 


Of Maſſiniſſa the people were ſa woode 
Upon Siphax auenged foz to be, 
Thzough 


Thꝛough their battayls came to him there he 
And maugre him and his cruelte, «(ſtode, 
Of very manhode, ſpate was none to lle, 

They bzought him home thꝛoughe theyꝛ hye 
Into þ hãds of wozthy Scipion, (renoune, 


Siphax was take thus oz he was aware 
Under his baner, maugre al his myght, 

And in to Rome ledde afoze the chare 

Of Scipion the noble wozthy knight, 

That wan the triũphe graũted hym of right: 
And Sophoniſba afoze to Spphax wyke, 
Wed to Maſlinyſſa at thede of all thys ſtryfe. 


Lo howe foztune chaunge can her tydes, 
To one this daye che can be fauourable, 
Marke capitayns and theſe great gydes 
Which wende haue founde her whele ſtable: 
But che is aye frowarde # chaũgeable, 
Frendly to daye tomozowe at diſcozde, 

It this be trewe Siphar can beare recozde; 


(Chis Diphar was ſente out of the toune, 
In chaynes bounde without moze taryinge, 
And at Tyburny lay fettred in pziſon, 
Dyed at miſchete made there his endynge: 
Ind foz bycauſe that he was a kyng, 

The Romapns made of marcial pyte 

Him to be buried, within their citpe. 


© The.xi.chapter, 


i&®Dowe Nabyn hauynge no tytle but 
by tirannye.toke on hym to be 
kyng of Macedoyne and 
was ſlayne, 


= 7 Erte came Nabyn ful pytoufly we- 


JN ide a 
© 2p Totoze Jhon Bochag , whyche by 
titannpe 

Ok Macedoyne toke on hym to be kynge, 


of John Bochas 


Tat. ct tit. 


And whyle nobleſſe oftheſe thynges twayne 
That is to ſap the floure of hye clergy 

The hye renome mooſte famous x louerayne 
Ok marciali pꝛoweſſe and of chiualty 
Gouerned that land by new policy, (köne, 
Than ſtode that kingdome auctours reherce 
Imongethe Grekes lyke an heauenly ſonne. 


But at the laſt eclypſed was the lyght 

Both of knighthode and Philoſophy, 
LOhancouetiſe gan enter agayne righte 
Foz to vſurpe vpon the regaly 

By intruſion of falſe tyzanny, _ 

Ind by extozte fozce made their entrynges 
Hauyng no title there to reygne as kynges> 


This was chefe cauſe foꝛ choꝛt concluſion 
That the nobleſſe of Grece was bꝛoght baag, 
And Macedoyne bꝛought to confuſton 

By couetyle that (et them in ſuch caas: 
Thereby theyz knighthod tranated was 
And their polycp, in Cronicles pe map ſe 
Out of Grete into Rome the citye, 


Ind among other by clere remembꝛaunce 
Ok ſuche tyzauntes by ozd2e reherlpng, 
Nabyn was one that had gouernaunce 
Jn Matedoyne, a was there crowned kyng, 
Without title there falſly reignynge: 

And foꝛ his frowarde contagious cruelte 

De was behated of Rome the citye, 


The Romapns ſent a mighty Conſulere 
Tytus Flaminivs of their werres gyde, 
To Macedopne, he gan to apꝛoch nere 

To warde Argos where Nabyn dyd abyde, 
Ok entent foꝛ to abate hys pꝛyde: 

But while Nabyn ſtode hieſt in eſtate, 

Ol Grete hys lieges with him were at debate 


A Duke xcalled Philopomenes 
With the people that dwelled in Grete lande, 
To ſtryue  Nabyn put hym ſelte in pꝛees. 


Diſcomfyted him fightynge hande foz hande, 


And at great miſchete ye hall vnderſtande, 
Alexamenes a knyght ot that countre, : 
Slewe thys Nabyn the Cronycle pe may ſe, 


The. xii. Chapitet 


Here Bochas reherleth the moztal werres 
bytwene Romapns d Iffricans, 


Ifter 


Fter this Nabyn Bochas dothe pꝛocede 
To tel the wertes and the moztall ſtri⸗ 
ues 
Twene HRomains and Affricans in dede, 
Wyerby ful many loſt their lives, 
Cauſed widowes, maidens, a eke wines 
To wepe # waile, in ſuch diſioynte they ſtode 
On outher party to le the loſſe of bloode, 


Foꝛ the party of them of Rome towne 

Were made capitaines and diuers officers, 
Which into affrike w people were ſent down, 
And ſpecially there were two Conſulers 
Notable in armes,# famous in tho yeres, 
Marcus Mälius bozne ofthe Romain lie, 
That other called Luctus Cenſozine, 


With them was ſent a tribune ful notable 
Of whom tokoze J made mencton 

Foz the werres moſt wozthy # moſt able, 
JT meane of Rome pꝛoude Scipton, 
Which of their cite was chefeſt champion: 
Ok entent the affricans tanoye 

And ſpecially Cartage to diſtrope. 


And nye by Car tage ther was a citie ſtronge 
Mightely butlded.and ſtode vpon the (ee, 
The walles thicke,rounde, (quare, & longe ; 
Chefe diffence called of that countre 

To laue and kepe them from aduerſite, 

And foꝛty cubytes with creſtes marciall, 
Lyke as J fynde, ot height was the wall, 


Ind in the fronte rayled foꝛ the werre, 

Ok ſtones lquare was an hye dungeon 
Called Birſa. fro which wounder ferre 
Men myght beholde the courtreis enupꝛon: 
And ss J reade foz their ſaluation 

The Affricaus of purpuſe dyd ozdayne 

Fo: their captaines Haſtruballes twapne. 


The ſayd dungion mightyly battailed 
Againe al ſautes to ſtand and endure, 


But wozthy Scipion foꝛ al p hath not fayled 


Fo to appꝛoche and do by buſy cure 


With his engyns mighty ſtronge #ſure, . .. 
So that by fozce this knight moſt marcial 


I great quantite bzake downe of the wal, 


And Lucius called Senſozine 
Departed is with Mareus Manlius, 


And by the Counſayle of Seipion 8 dectrine 


Both of aſſent in armes vertuous (thus, 
They toke their waye ,myne auctour telleth 


Lhe fifth boke. 


Wyth Haſtrubal ſothly and they myght 
Where as he lay that [ame day to fight. 


(Theſe Conlulers aſſayled the citye 

Called Citie, and beate downe the wall, 
Slewe fourtye. M. the Cronycle ye mape le, 
Ok Africans by vengeaunce full moztall: 
And their conſtable called Haſtruball 
Was ſlayne that dap, by him it is no doute 
That he moſt truſted a next was him aboute, 


And this whyle moſt manly of coꝛage 
The woꝛthy Tribune Publius Scipion 
By very foꝛce is entred in Cartage, 

And lixe dapes, as made is mencion 

He # his knightes conſtrapned ſo the toun 
That dilpaired with their deedly cheres 
They of the towne yelded them pꝛiloneres 


Mekely requiryng bntoScipion 

To receyue them in thys moztall rage, 
That men # womendwellyng in that toun, 
With the citelins yong and olde of age 
Myght abyde and lyue in ſeruage 

Under the Komains, there was no better re- 
And pere by pere pay them a tribute, Cfute 


Ind of Affrike that other Haſtruball | 
Whych among the afoze was crowned kyng, 
Left his eſtate and his power royal, 

Pelded hym pꝛilonere humbly knelyng, 

Ind his wyke molt pitiouſly weping, 

Whan that the ſawe her loꝛde taken ſo, 

Nan in to fyze and bꝛent her (elfe foz wo, 


Sixe and twenty thouſande as J fynde 
Where led of women into captyupte, 

Thirty thouland of men tame behinde 
Take pꝛiloners in great aduer lite, 

And leuentene dayes bꝛent that citye: 

That in theyz walles was none lo hard ſtone 
But to poudꝛe it was bꝛent anone. 


And this was done bꝛeuelp to tontlude 

By the pꝛoweſſe of Publyus Scipion, 
Sold in leruage was a great multitude, 
Their olde loꝛdes led fettred to pzyſon, 
Thys was of Cartage fyhall diſtruceion: 
On theirroplaints Bocas abideth no whyle 
But into Grete turneth agayne hys ſtyle. 
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6 The.xiit. Chap, 


ze Howe kynge Perſens was by 
Romapnes outrayed and at- 
ter take. 


N Lacedemoyne remembzynge on 
a kynge 

CalledPerſeus. a full pzoude wer⸗ 
ry20ur 

Claymyng a tytle vpon hym bſurpyng 

Foz to luccede as trewe enherptour 

To gret Aliſatidze moſt myghty conquerour, 
Fully affirmyng agayne a certayne day 

He wyll be crowned maugre who layth nay, 


Ind his name to put in memozy, 

Caſt in his perſõ to renewe the pꝛoweſſe 

Ok kinge Aliſaundze, a to encreaſe his glo2y, 
To folowe his traces in knighthode a nobles 
Ind fyꝛſt of all ofha{y wilfulnes 

That his conqueſt might ſpzede ferre, 

Gan of purpoſe w Romaines to haue werre, 


But after this he was better auyſed 

Whan he perceyued the Marcial apparayle 
Olk the Romayns, whereothe was agriſed, 
Wert aferds their nobleſſe to aſſayle, 

Which aye were found victozious in battaile: 
And where atfoze he had ben recheles, 

Sent ambaſſatours w them to treat of peeg, 


They had perceyued his pꝛelumpcion 

Ind howe he was pꝛoude and ſurquedous, 
Sent a Conlul with a great power doune 
The name of whome was Sulpicius, 
Wyych deed]y hated the (ayde Perſeus, 
Thzough rancour agayne him wert-ſolayne 
Ol his amballade hauyng but diſdayne, 


And their partie foz to foztify, 

With their laide Conſul Sulpicius 
They ſent another experte in chiualry, 

I Conſul alſo Paulus Emplius 
Amonge Romains notable and famous: 
Ind folowyng after the ſelfe lame nyght 
The mone eclypſed fully ot hir myght. 


A clere token as made is mencion 


That kynge Perſeus Could? haue a charpe 


Ind that his lozdſhip a his region (choure 


Shoulde be opp2eſſed voide of al ſocour, 
And that Matedons chuld haue no fauour 
Igapne the Komains, togider wha they met 


of John Bochas 


Leaf.cr: ill, 
With rounde ſpeares # (wozdes ſharpe whet. 


The day of battaile to his encreaſe of alo2ye 
Foz the party of them of Rome toune, 

There was a knyght that cauſed the victozy, 
Yonge frethe #luſty that called was Caton, 
Which bzought their enemies to confuſion: 
Foz Matedonoys thꝛough his great might 
Outraied were, a Perſeus put to fiyght, 


But Emplius the noble Conlulere 

Sent a capitaine called Octauius, 

To purſue after in coſtes ferre and nere 

The pꝛoude kyng the lapde Perſeus, 

And he was take foz there was no reſcus 
With his ſönes, that were in numbze twaine, 
Philip d Iliſaunde the topy is certaine. 


Myne auctour telleth here of kinges many 
Thurty in numbꝛe, the firſt Gramaus, 
Which haue reigned within Macedony, 
And laſt ot all was this Perſeug: 

The numbꝛe of yeres , Bochas wzyteth thus 
Was nyne hundzedas J remembze here, 
Space of their reigning with. rritii-yere, 


After tranſlated was the region 

Dith al their yles vnto the obeyſaunce 

Ok them of Rome without excepcion: 

To great loꝛds that were of molt puiſaunce 
Ibode there long vnder gouernaunce. 

Ind Perleus diſcolate of chere 

Durynge his lyte abode there pꝛiſoner. 


Che. xiiii.chapiter. 


Howe the people ot Ichaia with their 
cheke titye Cozinthe by Komains 
was diſtroied. 


Dus the loꝛdechyp weared out and 
ſpent | 


ot Macedopne,as made is mencis 
A Tye two countrepes therto adiacẽt 
That one Achaia a litle region, 
And Spartonoyſe goynge enutron, 
Myghty of pedplezand of great ſubſtaunce, 


Ja oneconfederate,and of one alpaunce, 


They were cotoyned,# both made al one 

By amaner faithful conuencion, (fone 

And whan theBRomaines knew the fox their 

Hauinge their frendchyp in ſulpetcion 

They caſt to make a diſiunction Fa 
y2 


The fifth boke. 


Bytwene theſe lades in bꝛead and length, 
Fo thig dyſceuered is weked of hys tregth, 


Oꝛdayned cytyes # townes here & ponder, 
Wyheron the Romayns gan make a decre 
That their loꝛdchyppes chuld be let a ſonder, 
Whych made the people in euery great citie 
Wyã they knewe their (ubtylite 

To ryſe at ones, moſt cruel of their cheres 
Ind wold haue lain? þ Romayn meſlagers, 


Ind fynally by thys occaſyan | 
Romayns agayne them gan were furious, 
Toke hardynes of their deuplion: 

And a Conſul called Meuius 

A manlye knyghte in armes full famous, 
In to Achaya was from Rome lent, 

Jt to diſtroy by great auylement. 


They of Xchaya by theyꝛ negligence 

Ind hy their frowarde wylful recheleſnes, 
Of verxe pꝛide liſt make no diffence, 
Thought them ſelf, wythout auiſeneſſe 

Of power able and tronger in louthnes 
Than were Komains verely in dede, (hede. 
Thus were they ſtroyed afoze oz they tooke 


They ſtode in hope in their ſturdines 

By that battayle to haue had gr eate pyllage, 
Of the Romayns to haue won great ryches, 
Ind foꝛ a pompe of wylkul falle dotage 

They tote theyz wiues a wome poũg of age 
And let them vpon an hye mountapne, 
That their mihode myght in the feld be leine. 


Whan the Komains met them in battaple, 
They diſpurueyed and out of oꝛdynaunce 
Slayn lyke beaſtes, theit power gan to faile 
Ol froward pꝛide + recheles gouernaunce, 
That chapa was bzought to miſchaunce: 
Women # chyldꝛen foz ſozowe almooſte mad, 
To lyue in ſeraage were to Rome lad, 


Coꝛinthe that tyme was their chefe cytye 
Diſtroyed by Romapns & bꝛought to rupne, 
Wyhych among cityes (in Bocas ye map le) 
Aboue all other dyd in honour chyne: 

Ok al Sciences there toured the doctrine, 
And ofcraftes artificers moſt wyle, (diſe. 


Keken al the woꝛld ther was chefe marchaũ⸗ 


Thus vnwarly in their molt nobleſſe 
Sittynge of foztunein the hygh tage, 
They were diſtroied of treaſour @ rychelle 


B2ought to noughte by laughtcr # pyllage, 
Their walles bꝛoke in that crucl rage: 

And in that bzenyng Bochas layth the leuin 
Naught a great part vpwarde to the heuen. 


Playne with the erth the walles bꝛoke doun, 
The people llayne mercileſſe ponge and olde, 
And there was made a great diupſion, 
Some led in ſeruage # ſome of thẽ were ſolde: 
Pmages of coper ,of lyluer, and of golde 
Where ſodapnelp in all that violence 
(Togyther molte, ſo hote was the feruence, 


Of whych metall thus after it is fal, 

Golde ſyluer and coper medled in to one, 
Coper of Coꝛinthe men dyd it call 

Though al the wozld of cuſtome euerychon; 
Fame of whych metal is ſo ferre gone, 
That the veſſels foꝛged of the ſame, 
Cozinthoyle called is the name, 


After Cozinth was thus bzent tonought, 

A pꝛince called Phtlyp Phylermene, 

To Bochas hath his cõplaynte bzought, 

In whole face and chere it was well lene 
The wokull conſtrapnt of his moꝛtall tene: 
And he was whylome(Bochas doth ſpecify) 
Lozde of acitye called Uallaquy, 


Marcus Actilius toke hym pziſonere, 
Bꝛought him to Rome, lyſt hym not reſpite, 
Next to Bochas with an heuy chere 
Fppered a knyght called Democrite, 

Df Etholys myne auctour doth ſo wzyte 
He was chefe loꝛde, but he and his countre 
Tranllated were vnto Rome the citye, 


Thys Duke was caſt a chaynedin pziſon, 
Eſcaped ones in ſtozy as J fynde, 

Take agapne, thꝛowe in a derke dungeon, 
There foz loꝛowe went out ofhys mynde, ._ 
Slewe him ſelfe at milchefe agayne kynde: 
Lo howe theſe pzinces pꝛoude #recheles, 
Haue ſhameful ende that can not liue in pees. 


Che. xb. Chapiter 


hoe greate Antiochus bſynge ryot and 
vycious lpupnge by Marcus Acti- 
ling was outrayed and dyed 
(odaynly, 


To⸗ 
-- 


Ouchynge the ſtoꝛpe in oꝛder here folo- 
wynge ; 
Of Seleuchus x great Antiochus, 
Ok his mother Leodices and the kyng, 
With other tokens a ſygnes meruerloug, 
And how allo the ſame Seleuchus 
Had in his thygh as wzyten is tokozne , 
Pꝛynt of an anker þ day whi he was bozne , 


And al the chyldꝛen by ſucceſſion 
Had by dyſcent bozne of his linage, 

unt of an anker, as made is mencion, 

n the fourth booke with al the ſurplulage 
Ok other tokens ther tolde in plaine ligage , 
And of the ſayde ſame Seleuchus 
Came by dilcent the ſayde Antiochus. 


Whoſeherte was ſet of hye couetiſe 
Tofolow his luſtes and dilectacions, 

Jad ſpectally he caſt gan and deniſe 

To wynne in Grece diuers regions: 

Jnd of the people he caught occaſions 

By their fauour to conquere their countre, 
Ind rebel agapne Rome the cite. 


With multitude and great apparaile 

He gate in Grece caſtels and eke touns, 
Longing to Rome , conquered by battaple, 
Toke vpon hym in his pꝛelumpciong 
Fallly to folowe the inclynacions 

Ok hys birthe, while he dyd abyde 

Ina eitie that called was Talcide 


Foꝛ cauſe of ſlouth he lefte his chyualry, 
Foꝛzſoke Mats and tokehym to Cupyde, 
Reſtyng the wynter he ſpent in lechery, 
In watche, a ryot,chaſe Uenus to his ayde: 
Senſualitie made reaſon ſtande aſyde, 

Aud by rheſe meanes fozQozte concluſion, 
He was conueped to his dyſtruction, 


And whan ß winter with his froſtes colde 
aiſed was and al his ſtoꝛmes kene, 
n ryote ſpent and waſted as J tolde, 
Ind Ueer tame in wyth his newe grene, 
Ind freche Floꝛa which is of flours quene 
Oktuſtome gynneth her motles out dꝛeſſe, 
In whych ſeaſon as auttours all expzeſſe 


Ringes a pzinces with marcial apparayle 
Time whan Phebus in the ram doth chyne, 
They them diſpoſe to go out to battaple, 
Foꝛ exercyſe of marciall diſciplyne: | 
And downe from Rome expert in 5 doctryne 


of John Bochas 


Leaf.crritit, 


Dyltended is Marcus Actylius 
Igapne thys vicious pꝛoude Intiochus. 


This noble Marke pꝛoued in armes wele, 
Which in his tyme was lo good a knight, 
With al his hoſt armed in bꝛyght ſtele 
Agapne Antiochus came to the felde tight: 
Upon a mozowe whan Phebus chone bzyght 
Set his wardes by captaines þ he chees, 
Upon a hil Called Thermophples. 


Antiochus bpon that other ſyde 

Whom glotony and ryot dyd oppzeſſe, 

And dꝛonken Bachus wyth hym dyd abyde 
W Moꝛpheus wyfe of (lober chefe goddeſſe, 
Which cauſed him thoꝛugh flouthe & ydelneſſe 
That pꝛouidence out of his court was gone, 
Cauſyng Þ day the laughter of many one, 


Whi the Conſul Marcus $ wozthy knyghts 
His aduerſaries pꝛoud ly gan aſſaile, 

They vnpuruaped toke the to the flyght, 
Dilaraped, they might not auaple: 

Thus Intiochus fled out of battaple, 

Foz againe Komapnes he myght not endure, 
T hertoze on hym fpl the dilcomkiture. 


Thus rebuked fled to Epheſie 

Ferre in Grete, a there to dwell he chees, 
Sent to Komains a great amballadzye 
With the ſaide Marcus foz to treat of pees: 
But tn this ambaſſed this is very doutles 
Whan they attained of Marcus the pzeſcce 
They were refuſed,and had no audience. 


Of which Intiochus greatly was aſhamed, 
Caſt againe Rome ot hate and eamyte 

To rayle a power, a hath of newe attamed 
To gather chyppes # makea great atme, 
Gynne a werre agapne them on the ſee, 
Hauynge an hope vnder a cowardedzede 
Better on the water thi on the lande #0 ſpede. 


Made hys chyppes be ſtuffed wyth bytaylez 
And hys captaynes hath the lande fozſake, 
But whan þ Komayns of newe gan hiaſſaile 
Yys thippes bzent,# al hys ſtuffe was take, 
And as mine auctoz c6pediouſly doth make, 
Thus on the ſee the Romains werraying 

De was outraied, the tozye wytneſſyng. 


Pet efte agapne to hys confuſyon 
fande he gan make hym * 1 


Upon the 


Ea. 


The fifth boke. 


Set wyth Coꝛnely called Scipion 


With wapnes # cartes made foꝛ þ wer ſtrög, 


Shod wyth pꝛon, harpe lithes ſet amonge 
In trauers wile by great ozdinaunce, 
But foz all Þ he was bꝛought to miſchaunce. 


With Oliphaũtes # Caſtels on their backe 
That daye was flaine many wozthy knyght, 
Upon his hoſt ſo cruel was the wzacke 
That he conſtrayned toke hym to the flyghte, 
Fozſoke the cotitre fled out of mennes lyght: 
To the Romapns,he coude it not delaye 
Eche yere conſtrayned a tribute foꝛ to pay. 


But he of fraude becaule of his tribute, 

Foz couetpſe fained (oze pouerte. 

Gathered robbours, and by falſe purſute 
Oppꝛeſſed Marchauntes, ſpopled the coutre 
Kobved temples of hateful cruelte, 

Aind fro Jupiter called Dodanon 

Toke al the relikes the ſtozy telleth con 


pd ſacrilege.and entred in that cloſe 
Without reuerence 02 any obſeruaunce, 
Foꝛ bohych the temple agayne him roſe, 
And eg ii is put in remembzaunce _ 
By the goddes there fil a great vengeatice 
Upon this tyꝛaunt, quakyng in his dzede 
Ill lodenly he fyl to ground dede. 


C Lenuore. 
F his tragedy of Intiochus 
WwWyo Iyſt in oꝛdꝛe his froward ſtoꝛy le, 
Firſt to all vertue he was contraricas, 
And rebell euer te Nome the cite: 
Juſtly accuſed of vicious thinges thze, 
Of pꝛide, ſlouth, and of glotony, 
Ind of diſo2dinate ſuper flupte, 
Ok uyght exceſſe, rpot, and lecherp. 


On him the Romains were victozious 
Twyſe on the land, ones on the lee, 

He was not hardy, but malicious, 

In euery battayle his cuſtome was to flee: 
Ther vices reigne there map no grace be, 
To al lur fettes his luſt he dyd apply, 
Noyſed ⁊ diſclaũdꝛed thꝛough his coũtre 
Ok nyght excelle, rpot, and lechery. 


Imonge his lieges wode and diſpytous, 
And foz a cowarde knowe in ß kelde was he, 
The poze toppꝛeſſe a wolfe moſt furious, 
Ind by diſceite a fore foꝛ ſubtilte: 

No man moꝛe froward of hie noꝛ low degre, 
Noz moze deliting in kalched noz flatery, 


What was his ende: a lodain deth parde, 
Fo his outrages of pꝛide, and lechery. 


Noble Pꝛinces of pzudence full famous 
In al pour greateſt roial maieſte, 
Remembze playnlp if ye be vertuous 

pe all perſeuer in longe p:olperite : 
Where the contrary cauleth aduerlite, 
As this ſtoꝛy afoze doth ſpecifye, 

Of Antiochus caſt krom his dignite 
Foz this great pꝛide, riot, and lecherpe. 


- Gf The. xvi. Chap. 
How Jeronimus kig of Ciracuſe was flayn, 
# how Scipio African 5ᷣ̊ laboured foꝛ cõ⸗ 
mon wele of Komains was exiled by 
them, and ſo dyed. 
A ter the deth of thys Fntiochus, 
Ther came a pzice to Bocas cõplaining, 
Which that was called Jeronimus 
Of Cyꝛacule whylom loꝛde and kyng: 
Whych of his lieges he nothing treſpaſing 
Slayne was, wyth his thze ſuſters dere 
Of hatred,myne auctour wꝛpteth here. 


Ciracuſanes had a condicion 

Thzough changes newe aye to be bnſtable, 
Ot wilkul malice voyde of al reaſon 

On ther kinges koꝛ to be bengeable: 

They loued not to haue them perdurable, 
But cuery pere of cuſtome, this is trewe, 
Them to gouerne to haue a punce newe. 


Ind foꝛ their chaũges a their vncouth ſtriues 
Wyth variaunce of their condycions 
Becauſe no frute is founde in their liues 
Noꝛ in their ſtozies noꝛ in their ſucceſſions, 
Iwyl paſſe ouer and ſpeke of Stipions, 
And firlt to wzite of the wozthy man 

Called in his tyme Scipio Iſtrican. 


A famous knight in al nacions 

Foꝛ his conqueſt Goztly to conclude, 
Ihich had bzought full many regions 
Moꝛe by wyldome than by multitude 

To obey the Romayns:but foz ingratitude 
Whych that he fondein themcas J rede) 
How he wꝛought, to tel J wyll pꝛocede. 


It is remembzed of his woꝛthynes 
While that he was flouring in ponge age, 
How Rome was made lady a mapſtrelle 
Ok many a lande, to their auauntage: 
Ind ſpecially all Iffrike# Cartage 


of John Wochas 


By hys pꝛoweſſe as made is mencion, 


Were bzought of Romayns vnder ſubtection, 
But they againe ward were to him bnkynde, 


By accuſactons fonde out by their falſeneſſe 
Sayd agayne hym( as it is put in mynde) 
By reco2de of many a falſe wytneſſe, 

That he ould haue imbezeled the rycheſſe 
Of Cartage and Iffrike the countre, 

Whych appertayned to Rome the cyte, 


But againeward this noble Tffrican 
Pꝛoudly gaue anſwere to his accuſours, 

He neuer wythhelde fro tyme ß he began 
Toward him ſel fe, no parte of theyz treſours: 
Saue as the manere is of conquerours 

Foz to conſerue hys woꝛchyp # his name, 

As moſt was p2ofit to the townes fame. 


This is to meane playnly and not tary, 

He neuer accroched treaſour nere noz ferre 
Towarde hym lelke, but that was neceſſary 
Foz their woꝛchyp to mayntayne theyz wer: 
And yet that tyme he was their lode ſterre, 
To encreale their boũdes x fully his delite 
Was al hole ſet to the cõmon pzofyte, 


He toke none hede of all the ſurpluſage 

Ot their treaſours noz their great rycheſſe, 
The name reſerued of Iffrike # Cartage 
To hys knyghthod and his hye nobleſſe: 
But their malicious expert bnkyndneſſe, 
was in cauſe bzeuely to compyle, 

Hys body fro them perpetuallp to exple. 


Caſt him neuer wythin Rome toun 

After that daye amonge them to be ſepne, 
Unkrndeneſſe gaue hym occacion 
Toabſent his per ſon, ⁊ ofhye dyſdayne 
To exyle hym ſelfe & neuer to come agapne: 
But toz to abyde in a (mal vyllage 

Called Lynterne, whan he was fal in age, 


Ind koꝛ men ould mynde on hym haue, 

By a maner of indignacion 

In Epitaphie he ſet vpon hys graue, 

Which laide thus to them of Kome toun: 

O people vnkynde, vnkynde agapne reaſon, 
My funeral aſhes noꝛ my bones dede 

In thy walles thou Galt neuer poſſede, 


In thyne vnkynde frowarde teritozy 
My bones chall not reſt noꝛ abyde, 
But thyne vnkyndneſle to put in meme 


Teat᷑.cxtb. 


To remembꝛaunce al be red full wyde: 
Ok thele letters graue on euery lyde 

By repozt onely of this (mall ſcripture, 
Whych here is let vpon my ſepulture. 


Lo here the cauſe by bzefe dyſcripcion 
Det on my graue, foꝛ a memoziall 
Why that my bones out of Rome toun 
Be buried here lowe vnder thys wall, 
In exile holde my feaſt funeral: 
Unkyndneſſeme dꝛoue out of that tyte, 
That wzought lo much foz thecomonte, 


CHYHowe Scipio Iſian loꝛde of Aſpe that 
laboured euer fo2 the comon wele 
was murdzed, 


. Fter the ende of thys African 
Calledihis time wozthy Scipion, 
Came next his bꝛother Scipio Aſpan, 
Which in Aſie had dominacion: 
Gayne whom was made an accuſacion 
To al the Senate, that he vntruly hold 
Certayne treſours towarde hym ſelfe whold 


Whych that he in Aſie had wonne 

In hys conqueſt, by many ſtrong battaple: 
Which accuſacion falſly was begonne 

Ok olde enuy cauſleſſe,thys is no fayle, 
Whole woꝛthyneſſe, full muche dyd auayle 
To comon pꝛofpt, by theſe two conquerours 
By great ritcheſſe encreaſyng their trelours. 


The tone in Iffrik as ye haue hard me tell 
By hys wyſdome and his chinalry, 

That other in Aſia whych dyd excell 

In hpe pꝛoweſſe, as bokes (perifpe: 
Flalſly hyndzed ofhatred andenuy, 

By compaſſyng of one Antiochus, 

Yym to diſtroy he was lo deſirous, 


Not withſtãding theſe twayne Scipions 
Had in their tyme, by manifolde battapls 


Bꝛought vnto Rome ſo many regions 


To obep their citie w marcial apparapls: 


And euer moꝛe to their great auails, 
Bꝛought in treſours to encreace w their toun 
Pet haue they wzought to their diſtruceion. 
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The fifth boke. 


The tone in exyle as made is mencion 

Dyed alas, whan that he was olde: 

The leconde was murdzed in pzilon, 

Their boeth ſtoꝛyes remembzed here # tolde, 
To yeue example to pꝛinces manyfolde, 
That who that laboureth foz acoinonte, 
Leſcth oft his thãke, by Scipions ye may le, 


6X The.xvin.chapter, 


C How the Duke Philopomenes was take, 
put in — — poilon, and 
o dyed. 


Fter the p2ocelle of theſe two Scipions 
A Twene two peoples wylkull and reche⸗ 
les 
Began in Grete newe diſcencions, 
Twene Acheoys and Etholois doutles, 
Ind a great Duke Philopomenes, 
A Paince þ tyme of full great puiſſaunce, 
Dad of Meſſenots holy the gouernaunce. 


This lapde Pꝛince Philopomenes 
Leadyng his hoſt vpon a ful tayze playne, 
As herode armed and put him ſelfe in pꝛees, 
Myd his people as gouernour & wardaine, 
Folke out of rule fo2 to call agayne, 

Upon his ſtede as he gan them fette 

In due oꝛdꝛe, his wardes foz to let, 


And this Pꝛynte ol poꝛt moſt marcial 

In the purſute which that he gan make, 
Amonge his enemies he had a ſodaine fall, 
Uoyde of al reſcue vnwarely he was take: 
Ok al his frendes lyke a man fozſake, 
Amonge his enemies brought vnto pꝛiſon, 
There made an ende by dzinkynge of poyſon. 


Of Philopomenes this was the fatal caag , 
Out of gouernance his people diſolate, 
Except a captaine called Ligozias, 

Whych in the werres was wonder foztunate 
Of Acheoys toke on him the ſtate 

Them to gouerne and the people lede, 

Ok hym no moꝛe in Bochas J do rede. 


xv Of the thyꝛde Stipion Naſica 


p euer w2ought much foz the co- 
monte. 


61134 Byght ſo the windy fauour blowpnge w_ 


a I ne auctoure here maketh a aygrec- 
yon 
d (CO foz a memozial 
Ok the thyzde wozthy Scipion 
Called Nalica,whych in eſpecial 
By diſpoſycion verye naturall (gage, 


Holde amonge Romapnes by repozte of lan⸗ 
Pallinge all other in wildome aud cozage, 


Olde of dilcrecion a not but yonge of yereg, 
Foz a myzacle myne auctourdoth expꝛeſſe 
Phan Senatours ſente meſſageres 

In to Frigia by great auplenelle, 

Foz Berolynthia moſt famous goddeſſe, 
Dyhã he was bzought by them Þ dpd her gide 
In houſe noz temple che would not abyde 


Saue in the palays of this Scipion, 

To put his name moze in remembꝛaunce. 
The whych allo thꝛough his hie renoun 
Gallogrois he bzoaght to vttraunce, 

A people of Grece ferre out of gouernaunce: 
But Scipion gan them fo werrey 

Maugre their malice p Komains fcz to obey, 


Wherby his name was put in memoꝛp, 

And ful gret thãke he hath in Rome deſcrued, 
Bycaule onelyofhis greate victoꝛy 

Foz which the triũphe was to him reſcrued: 
But at laſt fall fallly he was ſerued, 

Ok the Romains, after their olde manere 
In this tragedy anone as ye (hal here. 


After he had augmented their treaſours, 
Conquered in Aſia many regions, 

Cauled of their fone that they were bictours 
Appealed of Graccus the falſe occaſions 
Compaſſed of malyce by newe dilcencions, 
It wene the people and alſo the Senate 

He of hye wyldome hath ſtynt al that debate, 


Truſtynge ß Romains Scipio was begiled; 
Loſt their fauoure # offended nought: 

By them vnwarely baniſhed and exyled, 
Clene foꝛgoten, put out of their thought. 
Foz comon pꝛolite al that he hath wzought 
The guerdon loſt, thus pzpnces can not le, 
Ok al that done foz any comonte. 


Lyke a blaſe foz a whyle lyght 

Whych cheweth clere ⁊ is neuer after ſeyne, 
Oz lykea ſonne foꝛ a moment bꝛyght 
Unwarly chꝛouded w a chower of rayne 
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May be reſcbled foz mutabilite, 
Ok them that do foz any comonte. 


The people foloweth their owne opinions, 
In their conceytes they be lo wonderful, 
Wil holdeth the bꝛydel of their diſcrecions, 
Their haſty demyng ſo beſtiall is a dull: 
Litze blynd bayarde they bꝛayde at a pul, 
Co quite þ guerdons of marctall bounte 
Of them that done foz any comonte, 


This day a pzice ſtãdeth in the peoples grace 
Lyke as they would his name deity, 

Aboue the ſterres in Jupiters place 
With Mars a Phebus hys name to ſtellify 
But by to moꝛow ther commeth a loden (kye 
Shewyng there is a full faynte lurete 
Okthem that do foz any comonte, 


And foz to affirme that it is trewly ſo, 

Cal thze Scipions to remembzaunce, 

Firſt of Iffrike and Alie both two F 
Note i cronicles their knightly gouernaũce, 
Their reſtleſſe labours Romais toz tauaũce: 
Reken agayn warde how thele pzinces thzee, 
Were full vngoodly quit by the comonte, 


CLenuoye, 

bis tragedy of thze Scipions, 

So wozthy in knighthode & eke notable 
Made (0 many famous regions 
Subtectero Romecthis ſtozye is no fable) 
Wher the Romayns double # dilcetuable 
Shewed agaynward to thele pzinces thze, 
The thanke loſt and guerdon couenabie 
Of hym that doth foz any comonte, 


Keken vp in Affrike the cityes a the touns, 
Great Cartage with caſtels detenlable, 
Reken in Alte the great poſſeſſions 
yth reuenues very innumerable, 

Reken their tryfiphes of pꝛile incoparable, 
Whych conſidzed ye may a myzrour le 
Howe the guerdons be falſe & flaſtzyſable, 
Of them that do foz any comonte. 


They were whilom the Romayns chapions 
Ok Senatours to let the honoure ſtable, 
Co auoyde diſcoꝛde and al diſcencions 
Atwene the cõmons and ſtates honozable: 
But ſhe that is ofcuſtome aye chaũgeable, 
Foꝛtune, in whom map be noſurete, 


Sheweth in her whele the guerdos mutable 
Cauſe wyih Komayng ? 


Of them þ done foz any comonte. 


of John Bothas 


Leaf.crrvl, 


Noble pꝛinces payſe in your reaſons 

All wozldly thynge in erth is tranlmutable, 
Faynt and vnſure your dominacions, 
Charter is ther none to make the perdurable 
Soo we at departing your bodies toꝛũpable 
A thyng relemblyng p neuer had be, 
Recozde on Dcipios dy guerdons (emblabls 
Ok them that done foz any comonte. 


Truſt neuer in pour opinions 

But Þ your power is eche day remeuable, 
Be not made blynde in pour diſcrecions 

But conſidꝛe by examples reſonable 

The eye of foꝛtune lyke haſarde;retournable: 
Wyth ſodayne chaunge of falſe felicitie 

Unto the guerdons dayly comparable, 

Ok them that done fo2 any comonte. 


: The.rr .Chapiter | 
howe Duke Hanybaltafter many bits 
tozious dedes murdꝛed him lelle 
wyth poiſon. 


Ext, to Jhon Bocas as J rede 
Out of Affrik a Cartage therwithal 
Ther came a Duke Þ had mooſte ha⸗ 
Agavne the Romayns in eſpeciall, 
This famous pꝛince called Hanpball, 
By whole pꝛoweſſe as it is well znowe 
The ſapd Romains were bꝛought ful low, 


And amonge other wozthy Dukes all 
As olde Cronicles maketh mencion, 
Ok Hanybal the fate is ſo befal 

At hys byzth by dyſpoſicton 

That of hys naturall conſtellacion, 
Set in the heuen that he ould be 
Perpetually enemy to Rome the cyte; 


Is the ſtozye of hym doth deuile, 

LOhile his father Duke whylom of Cartage 
Called Amylchar, dyd ones ſacrifyſe 

To his goddes, and he nyne pere of age 
DWozne and auowed of hert x ofcr2ags 
Durynge his life wythout ercepcion, 

Euer to be enemy vnto Rome toun. 


Thys Martes childe thys luſty pong knight 
Was to Cartage the ſtrongemyghtp wal, 
Whych ſucceded in his fathers ryght 

Ifter the deth of wozthy Haſtruball: 

Fyꝛſt he made a werre ful moꝛtall 

Gapne Dagitinois,as it is ſpetiſped, 
were alped. 
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The fifth boke. 


A dꝛeme he had and was thus in ſentence, 
That he chuld conquere in battaile 

Maugre al tho that ſtande atdiffence 

Two myghty coũtreis, fyʒſt Spaine x than 
Down diſcẽdig with gret apparaile (Itaile, 
Paſſing the famous ryuer Jberus 

And where he rode alwaie victozious, 


With him, of Affrike many chefetayns 

Rode through Gaule, found no reliſtence, 
Ok Ppꝛenes by the hye mountapns 

To ſhewe the rigour of his magnykicence, 
Ouer the Apes by ſturdy violence, 

Not wit andynge the paſſage was ful wycke 
Ol apdinge froſtes, and ot laowes thicke, 


J great party ofhys people loſt 

By the conſtraint ofthat fell paſſage, 

Yozſe # Oliphantes that many beſaunt colt, 
Fotide great daũgere of thẽ in his cariage: 
Aſſaut of bzigantes whan thep found auaun- 
Ind as Bochas put inremebzance, (tage 
Felte great loſſe of al hys ozdinaunce, 


The Alpes paſſed with trauayle à great wo, 
Thys YDanyball with al his chiualry 
Ipꝛoched is the riuer ofthe Po, 

Came to a towne that called is Curſye 
Which ſtaudeth vpon the cyte of Paupe, 
Where a Coulul called Scipion 

Gaue hym battaple eupn afoze the toun, 


The lame Conſull Gneus Scipion 
Whycu by pꝛowes of maniy Hanpbal 
Was diſcomficed,as made is mencion 
Totoꝛe Pauye had a ryght foule fal: 
The kyꝛſt victozy in eſpecial 

That he had beponde the mountapns, 
Whan he purſued taſſayle the Romayng, 


Sempꝛonius another Conſulere 

That was felowe to the ſapde Stipion, 
Sent ekefro Nome wa full pzoude chere 
Gayne Yanpball:butin his cõmyng doun 
Tofoze Tre(ſbie a large myghty towne 
Outraped was by fatal auenture, 

And after neuer his fal myght recure, 


Ok two Conlulers this was the woful kyne, 
Sempꝛonius and Gneus Scipion: 

Ouer the mountapne called Xppenyne: 
Went Hanibal thzoughhis great renoun, 
To great domage and great confuſion 

Ok his people that paſſed the mountaines, 


Diſtroyed w colde, ſnowe, x hydeous rayng. 


Loſt his knightes, hys treſour a his goodeg, 
There myghtas tho be made no defence, 
His gret ſteoes oꝛowned in the toodes 

By the waters mighty vyolence, 

Fonde foz the time no better reliſtence, 
Saue he elcaped fro that le dayne wzacke 
On an Olipyaũte, he rydyng on the backe. 


So impoztable was his greuous payne 
Oneip bozne vp ot marcial cozage, 

pet there he loſt one ot his epen twapne 
Kept of knigythode one there # one byſage; 
Thzough Itaple helde alway his paſſage, 
Slewea Con(ull called Flaminius, 
Thus in thze battayls he was victoztous, 


But in thys whyle as ſaythe myne auctoure 
Quintus Fabius lubtyl and diſceyuable, 
Whiche was in Rome a famous diciatour 
And he apperceyued by tokens ful notable 
No Romapne captatue was tn tho dayes able 
As it was chewed by experience 

Gapne Yanpball to make reſiſtence. 


pet in his conceyte he ſubtillpe gan ſerche 
To fynde a waye he dyd his bulp paine, 
Day by dap gan fully theron werche 
Outher by fraudeoz ſome cõpaſſed trayne 
To lye in wapte, and ſecretelp oꝛdapne 
Embuſſymentes to his auauntage, 

Ot Hanpball to top the paſſage. 


But al his traynes ſerued him ok nought, 
Foz Hanpbal this wozthy Xffrican 

In his conqueſt ſo pzoudly hath wzought, 
Do lyke a pzinceand a knightly man 

Foz thilke tyme that he wertes gan 
Igapne the Romans both on ſee # lande, 
Chat they were feble his power to withſtad. 


This Quitus fabius kept him alway cloſe, 
Lyinge a wayte to fal on Hambal, 

And of aſſent eke to his purpoſe 

There was one Maro manlp & wyſe wythal: 
Ind thele twayne in eſpeciall 

Within P oyle a large great counttre f 
Fought wyth Hanybal at Cannas the cytie. 


As the ſtoꝛy mabketh reherſayle ; 

The Romapne party of wozthy werriours 
Where fozty thouſand flapne in battaile, 
Emilius Paulus c thurty — 5 


of John Bochas 


Twenty in numbꝛe 5 had ben Pꝛetourg, 
And thꝛe yundzed captaynes of eſtate | 
Slapne by Yaniball,in that moztal debate, 


And by the laughter of Emilius 

The noble conſul, Romains diſpapzed, 

Jad Hanybal that day victozious 

To his lodgyng is agapne repapzed: 

His fone outrayed and moꝛtally appayzed 
kneweno refute agayne this manly knyght, 
But at miſchefe toke them to the flyght, 


The which day yf that Panyball 

Had them folowed pzoudly to the towne, 
By the counſayle of one Marthaball, 

A manly knyght a pꝛince ofhye renowne, 
He Goulde haue had full poſſeſſion 

That day of Rome lyke to hys entent, 
But J ſuppoſe foztune lyſt nat aſſent, 


In thys pꝛoceſſe playnlye as J rede (pous, 
This Yanyball werte pꝛoude a ryght pom⸗ 
Of four victozies dempt hym ſelfe in dede 

z boue all other to be moſt gloꝛious, 

Ok his cozage moſt inly ſurquedous: 

But o alas alytle ſlouth and pzyde 

Fo: lacke of purſute his conqueſt (et aſyde, 


pet in hys conqueſt of knightes 5ᷣ laye dede 
Of Conſulers olde and yonge of age, 

With Senatours the pꝛoceſſe who lyſt rede 
Slapne in the felde in that moztall rage, 
Dutze Hanpball (ent vnto Cartage 

Ok clene golde by reco2de of w2itynges, 
Out of the felde thze buhell full of rynges. 


Ifter four victozies here remembzed, 

By and by the pzoceſſe who lyſt le, 

Jn which many wozthy were diſmembzed 
Bothe of Affritze and Rome the cite, 
Abate gan the great pꝛoſperite 

Of Hanpbal by froward auenture 

Set ones backe foꝛtune is harde to recure. 


Itter the flours of hys kelicite 

Dis nobleſſe dꝛewe to declination 

To Capne he went a myghty ſtronge tite, 
There to loiourne as made is mencion, 

All the tyme of wynter colde ſeaſon: 

Where to his luſt and bodily plealaunce, 
Ok all vitale founde great haboundaunce, 


Whiche made his knightes llowe toß werre, 
Foz wine, women, and plenty of vitaple 


Full oft ſythe cauſemen to erre, 

Mae them keble their enempes taſſaple: 
Gorges agroteied enboſſed their entrayle, 
Dilpoſeth men rather to reſt and ſlepe, 
Then ok their enempes foz to take kepe. 


But whan wynter with his froſtes colde 
Was ouergone in thylke region, 

Yanyball gan his purpoſe holde 

To lape a liege vnto Rome towne, 

But lo great raynes fyll fro heauen downe, 
So great tempeſt vpon euery ſyde, 

Foz the conſtraynt he myght nat abyde, 


To foztifye the ſaypde Hanyball 

Igayne his enemies where he had ado, 
Sent letters vnto Haſtruball 

In right great haſte foz to come hym to: 
But foztune her whele hath tourned ſo 
That Haſtruball wer he lothe oz fayne, 
By Salmatoꝛ venquiched was and flayne, 


Ok whiche milchefe and diſcomfiture 
Hanybal gan dull in hys cozage, 
Complapned ſoze of hys miſauenture, 
Knewe no refute agayne thys moztall rage: 
Herde eke ſay that Affrike and Cartage 
Were ot newe to hys confuſion, 

Strongly werryed by wozthy Scipion, 


Siphax alſo ot᷑ Numedykyng 

Which agayne Romayns gan a werre make, 
Maugre his might and all his fell woꝛkyng 
Was by tozce of Scipion ptake, 
Wherthzough his cozage greatly gan allake: 
And how Cartagechefe of that region 
Beltieged was allo by Scipion. 


Thus Yanyball conſtrapned was of nede 
Home to repayze fo2 reſcue of Cartage, 
And was alſo in bokes as J rede 

The lame tyme fall farre in age: 

Ind at miſchefe and great diſauauntage 
Agayne Scipion full lytie might auaple, 
By whom he was dilcomfited in batayle. 


Cartage tonſtrayned ok neceſſite 

Them to ſubmit bnto Rome toun, 

And foz their moze aduerſite 

Gneus Gernilius was fro Rome ſent doun 
Onelp of purpole foz this concluſion, 


Fo: to pꝛocure in eſpeciall 
Final diſtruction and death ok Hanpball. 
. iii After 
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The fifth voke. 


After all his marciall labours 

Dis olde felicite wert frowarde & vnmete, 
In holow ymages put all hys treaſours, 
Toke his paſſage into the lande of Crete, 
And foztune contrarye and vnlwete 
Made officers kepe hys rychelle, 

In the temple of Diane the goddeſſe, 


Somwhat foz truſt and percell eke foz dzede 
To fynde ſuccour,he went to the kyng 

Df Bithinpe, to helpe hym in hys nede, 
Called P2ultas, but ot hys commyng 

The fleyghty Romayns had knowledgyng, 
To Bithinye downe theyz letters ſent 
JfHanybal eſcaped they houlde repent, 


The letters redde the kyng the ſame daye 
Made his people beliege the dongeon 
Where duke Haniball of truſt alone lay 

All deſtitute, when he knew this treaſon 
Teſcape hys enemyes dꝛãke wylfully poyſs: 
Chaſe rather ſo(other eſcape was none) 
Then in the handes to fall of hys fone, 


Tofoze his dethe layde this ozyſon 

To all þ goddes deuoutly downe knelyng, 
That they woulde of this falſe treaſon 
Take vengeaunce of Pꝛulias the kyng: 
Whiche was cauſe by hys falſe wozkyng 
Ok the deſtruction and dethe finall 

Ok this famous wozthy Hanyball, 


CLenuoye, 


CN His tragedy frowarde to w2yte 
02 rede 
Ok this fozſayde manly Hanyball, 

My penne quoke my herte J felt blede 

Foz to beholde the wotfull pytous fall 

Of hym that was the defenſable wall 

Df Cartage,the myghty ſtrong toun 

Which (lewe him lelke by dꝛinkyng of poyſon, 


It was to him he thought moze manhede 
To lle him ſeife by vengeaunce moſt moztal, 
Than his enemies by conſtraynt ould 

hym lede 
Jn chaynes bounde. he to be thzall: 
So great diſpitehe had of them at all 
That leuer he had than byde in yy pꝛyſon, 
To murder him ſelfe by dzynkyng of poyſon, 


As me lemeth in thys hoꝛrible dede 
He reſembled the furies inkernall, 


Ok cruel Pluto J trowe he toke his mede, 
Uoyde of all reaſon became beſtiall, 

At whole terrible feaſt funerall 

Goddeſſe Pzoſerpina came w Manes doun 
The lame tyme whan he dzanke poyſon, ? 


Noble pzynces conſider and take hede, 
Leaupng the ſurplus hys dedes marcyall, 
Knyghtly remembze, # haue inherte hatrede 
Ok his enpoyſonyng in eſpeciall, 
Ibhominable to god and man withall: 
That a pꝛynce lo famous of renoun ((on, 
Shoulde murder him lelfe by dꝛitzing of poy⸗ 


The.rxi-Chapter, 


t>Howe Pzuſias kyng of Bithinpe, that 
betrayed Yanybal woulde haue dil⸗ 
herited his ſonne and hepꝛe, went 
a beggyng in ſtraunge 
landes. 


| === Dlowyng in oꝛder there came 


| toBochas 
ww -—— the great myghtp 
2 - png, 

Whiche in his tyme was called PÞ2uſias 
Greatly ſclaundꝛed and noyſed of one thyng, 
That he was falſe anddouble in wozkyng 
Agayne the nobleſſe of his eſtate ropall, 
Becaule that he betrayſhed Hanyball. 


This diffautederked the bzyghtneſſe 

Of hys fame and his knyghtly renoun, 
And eclipſed hys palled olde pꝛoweſſe 
Byrepoztein many a region: 

Alas that euer the condicion 

Ok doubleneſſe by falleneſſe oꝛ faynyng, 
Shoulde be founde and namely in a kyng, 


Ok this Pꝛulias further to pꝛocede - 
Which agayne Hanyball wzought thys trea- 

I (onne he had called Nychomede (ſon, 

Bozne to.be hepze by juſt ſucceſſion: 

But hys father by falſe colluſion, 

Purpoſed hym,foz he was yonge of age, 

To put hym out ofhys heritage, 


In this matter ther grewe bp a great ſtryle 
By Pꝛulias agayne thys Nychomede, 
Caule that he by hys ſeconde wyle 

Had a yonge ſonne in bokes thus J rede, 
FOhome he purpoſed to pzeferre in dede: 

Foz whyche he caſte by choꝛte concluſion 4 


Ok Nychomede the deſtruction, 


And foz tacomplyche this frowarde falſema- 
By full great delyberation, (tere 
kyng P2uſyas gan ſhew heuy chere 

Gayne Nychomede ſekyng occaſion 

To depꝛiue hym of poſſeſſion: 

Alter hys dayes by ſubtell falſe wozkyng 

In Betheny he hal nat reygne as kyng, 


The people ſeynge thys great iniquite 
Wꝛought by the king gayne good conſcience, 
Thꝛough all the lande of hye and lowe degre 
To Nychomede all of one ſentence 

Gaue theyz good wyll # theyꝛ beneuolence: 
Fo euety loꝛde andeuery great baron 
Stode whole w him thzough all the region. 


Thus by iuſt tytle he was crowned kyng, 
2:uſtas foꝛ hame and heupneſſe, 

In ſtraunge countreps lyued by beggyng, 

All deſolate cryed foz almeſſe: 

Loe here the ende of treaſon and falſneſſe, 

Left at miſchete. myne auctour ſayth Þ ſame, 

Ol pouerte fozloke hys owne name. 


Se here two thynges a take ryght good hede 
Of Pꝛulias the vaware lodain miſchaunce, 
The diſherytyng done to Nychomede, 

Akter folowyng on him the great vengeatice, 
As the ſtoꝛy putteth in remembꝛaunce: 

Foz treaſon done odyble and moztall 
Igayne the fozeſayde famous Hanpball. 


The. xxii. Chapter. 


Howe Perſes of Macedone kynge, 
that enpoiloned his bzother,voas 
by Emilyus outrayed and di- 
ed in pꝛyſon. 


F=Rzxi, Clpzernt with teares pitoullpe 
| . — ſate in hys ſtudye 
. alone, 

Next came Perſes of Matedone kyng, 
And moꝛtally he gan ſygh and grone, 
And furiouſly foꝛ to make hys mone, 
That he was whylom of ſo great renoun 
Conſtrapned after to dye in pzyſon, 


This ſayd Perles of nature was frowarde, 
Puyll diſpoſed eke of hys condition, 
Though he of byzth was but a baſtarde 


of John Bochas 


Leaf.cxrvia, 


He compaſſed by falſe colluſion, 

Atter hys father to haue poſſeſſion 

(As mpne auctour remembzeth by wzityng) 
Ok Macedone to be crowned kyng. 


His father Philip the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Had a ſonne whiche was yonge of age, 
V yſe and redy called Demetrius, 
Boꝛne and begot tre wly in mariage: 
But Perles call by furious outrage 
Hym to deſtrop and murdꝛe by popſon, 
He of that kyngdome to haue poſſeſſion. 


Fallely compaſſed to hys auauntage, 

In his entent Demetrius to depꝛiue 

Ok Macedone whiche was his heritage: 
And ther upon he letters gan contriue 

To pꝛeue him traytour while he was alyue, 
Wherof kyng Philip greatly was anoyed, 
That he and Per les Gould be diſtroyed 


By Demetrius, that thought no domage, 
Ment no harme in hys opinion: 

pet his father ſuſpicious ot coʒage 

(Foz Perſes gaue hym falſe infozmation) 
Made him de llayne by dzinkyng of poyſon, 
Upon a dape, a thyng abhominable, 
Sittyng at meate at his kathers table. 


King Philip after when he knew the trouth, 
Had of his dethe great compaſſion, 

But all to late and that was great routh: 
Whiche cauſed after hys owne deſtruction, 
Foꝛ ſoꝛowe dyed, and of pꝛeſumption 

Perles after fallly vſurpyng, 

In Matedone was crowned foz the kyng, 


With diuers countreys made his alyaunce, 
In Grete # Trace gate frendes nere & ferre, 
Ind of pꝛide and wylfull gouernaunce 

Caſt with Romayns foz to holde werre: 
Ungrace and youth made him foz to erre, 
Tyll a Conſul ſent fro Rome toun 

B2ought thys Perſes vnto diſtruction. 


Called Emilius was thys Conſulere 

Sent again Perſes to haue a great bataple, 
Seynge his daughter heup of her chere 
When he went out hys enemies to aſſayle, 
Made vnts her this vncouth appoſayle: 
Why wepe ye ſo what thyng doth you agreue 
At my departyng, takynge of me leue: 


Father(quod he) and ye take good hede 
| I whelpe 
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The fifth boke. 


A whelpe J had that dyd great pleaſaunce 
Called Perles, the which rigyt now is dede, 
And this chefe cauſe is only of my greuatice: 
Yer father than gan channge countenaunce, 
This is a token to myneencreaceof glozy 
That J of Perſes all haue the vicrozy, 


Jn Macedone he and Perſes mette, 

And quit hym there lyke a manly knyght, 
Cõquered the lande none might him withlet, 
And manly put Perſes to the flyght: 

After to Tratee he toke the wap ryght, 

Of whiche conqueſt choꝛt pzoceſſe to make, 
With his two ſonnes Perſes was ther take. 


Emilius after thys victozy | 

Aſketh the triumphe to hys guerdon, 

Ind as it is remembꝛed in hys ſtoʒp 

Perles foloweth his chayze thzoughe Rome 
Condempned after to dye in pꝛyſon: (toun, 
The whiche dethe he dyd well deſerue 

Fot he by poylon made hys bꝛother ſterue. 


Thus can foztune erly and ee late, 

Downe from her whele and hye ſtage 

Of pꝛoude pꝛynces the ſutquedy abate: 
LOhan to her luſt Ge leeth moſte auauntage 
She frowardly gan tourne her vyſage, 

And lodaynly the eſtate of them conſume 

A boue thetr office that wzongly lyſt pꝛeſume. 


Amonges whiche a kyng of Tſraell 
Agaynethe pꝛecept and lawe of Moyſeg, 
Called O31as,the byble can well tell, 
Of pꝛelumption wylfull and recheles 
To ſacrifice put hym ſelfe in pꝛees, 

Lyke a byſhop in the temple ataped, 

But oꝛ he palled greatly he was allraped. 


Loſte his ſpeche, ſmyt with meſelry 
Duryig his ipfe, lo here a great vengeaũce: 
Of hys crowne and hys regaly 

Impotent to vle the gouernaunce, 

Peryll foz pꝛide and diſobeyſaunce: 

Foꝛ he lyſt nat mekely the law obey, 

Foz which at milchetehe dyd a leper dep, 


The. xxiii. Chapter. 


C Howe Imonpus a pꝛynce of Fnttoche, 
delytyng in pyllage and robbzy with 
other vicious lyuynge, fled in wo⸗ 
mans clothyng,after taken 
and flayne, 


Ext in oder complaynyng hys 
i Diſlreſle 

Came Jmonius , anotable 
"3 werriour, 


—— 


To John Bochas to chewe hys heupneſſe 
In Intioche pꝛynce and gouernour: 

Ok whiche countre whyle he was poſſeſſour, 
Had a cuſtome and thys was hys trauaple 
To robbe the ryche and (poyle the pozayle, 


Spared nouther olde noꝛ ponge of age, 
Toke fro marchaiites treaſour and richeſſe, 
Ind in delytes of lecherous outrage 

Was all his luſt with watche @ dzonkeneſſe; 
Wyll in his courte of reaſon was mayſtreſſe, 
Caulyng the people thꝛough all the region 
To ryſe agayne hym by rebellion, 


Contrary he was to all good diſcipline, 
The people aroſe agayne hym on a dap, 
And he foz feare in habite feminine 

Lykea waetche fled cowardly away, 
Take at miſchefe there was made no delap: 
Falſly confeſyng,heringmanya man, 
Agapne nature that he was a woman. 


The trouth knowe and the ſclaunder ryfe 
All of aſſent the people Antiochene 

Roſe attones,and ſo he loſt hys lyte, 

They wer ſo wodeagayne him in their tene: 
Thus of foztune the chaũge is alwap lene, 
Fro better to wozſe che can ſo well tranſmug 
Theſtate ot them that wyll no bertue (ne, 


The. xxiiii.chapter. 


& Dow Andꝛziſcus of lowe byzth bozne, 
bauyng no tytle became kyng of Maces 
done, and was after taken, and 
died in pꝛylon. 


F Ut of one thynge foztune is 
to blame, 

That che is ſo chaungeable 

ok cozage 

To ſet a boy vnknowen of byzthe and fame, 
By falſeerrour vpona royall ſtage: 
Foz one Indziſcus by ſut quedous outrage, 
Without tytle, by lubtyll compaſſyng 
Of Matedone toke on hym tobe kyng. 


Colour was none his claime to make ſtable, 
Except that he ol chere and of viſage (ble, 
Was to kyng Philyp of fetares 8 

2 2 


of John Bochas 


whereby the people in their furious rage 
Caught opinion of wylfull falſe dotage, 
Igayne reaſon Bochas dothedifcriue, 

Chat king Philyp was riſen fro deth to liue. 


Whylom father of Perſes as J tolde: 

Ind foz Andꝛilcus bꝛoughte vp in wꝛetched⸗ 
In pꝛeſence bothe of yonge and olde (neſſe, 
Was bold to clayme by tytle ot rightwilneſſe 
Shewing no grounde but perſonel likeneſſe, 
Mocking the people which by their fauour 
Of royal dignite receyued the honour, 


Thus he that was foſtred ag a w2etche 

In milery and eke in pouerte, 

Fro poo2e bedde his hoznes dyd vp ſtretche 
To holde a ſcepter of kyngly dignite: 

And by the luppoꝛte of the commonte 

Gan wexe pompous and elate (ſtate, 
Bꝛoughte vp or noughte whan he ſtode in e⸗ 


Nothing moze cruell noz nothyng moze ven- 
No2 mozehaſty to do execution, (geable 
Noꝛ moze deynous no2 moze vntreatable 
Than whan a begger hath domination: 
Icurremoze frowarde than a ſtrong Lyon, 
And ſemblably none lo great cruelte, 

Is whan a wꝛetche is let in dignite. 


This Indzilcus in all his ropall chere 

To execute his hatefull cruelte, 

Gathered people in countreys ferre a nere, 
In Macedone, and of olde enmpte, 

Began maligne gapne Rome the cite: 

But to withſet his krowarde falſe entent, 
One Juuencius a Pzetoz was downe lent, 


But becauſe that he was negligent, 

And of dilpite toke of him no hede, 

He was outrayed and by Andzilcus chent, 
With all the people that he dyd lede: 

But theRomayns of hope better to ſpede 
Haue ſent Metellus a full manly knyght, 
To Macedone,to mete anone ryght 


Thys woꝛthy man lyſt nat longe to tarp, 
Set pꝛoudly on in hope it ſhoulde auaple, 
Made Macedone to Rome tributary, 

Toke Indzilcus manly in bataple, 

Bꝛought him ro Rome w mighty apparayle, 
Ind made him lye fettred in pzyſon, 

Foꝛ his outragious falſe pꝛeſumption. 


Thus foz his frowarde vſurpacion 


Leaf.criir:; 


That was haute in hys pꝛolperite, 

Ane we nat hym ſelfe by falle abuſion 

Blent with a myſt of blynde felicite, 

Lylt nat remembze of hys firſt ponerte: 
Whom to chaſtiſe foztune bꝛought hym low 
Becaule he lyſt nat hym ſelfe fo2 to know. 


The, rrv.Chapter, 


Howe Alyſander Ballas kyng of Surry; 
foz extoꝛcion, pꝛyde, and vnkind- 
neſſe dyed at miſchefe, 


Yus can thys ladye play her 

pagent 

| ,By a maner of deynous moc⸗ 
kerye, 

Her entermeſſe fozth lerued them of entent 

To folke that truſteher onelp of foly: 

And to purpoſe whplom of Surry 

There was a kyng lyke as wzite Bochas, 


CalledJliſader whole ſurname was Ballas 


Ok whiche Ballas to tell the pꝛoceſſe 
Firſt of his riſyng and after ot hys fall, 
Antiochus the ſtoꝛy beareth wytneſſe 
Called Eupatoꝛ whiche in eſpeciall. 
Claymed tytle to theſtate royall 

After his father named Antiochus 
Epyphanes, the ſtoꝛy telleth thus. 


After whoſe dethe the kyngdome of Surry 
Shoulde longe by ſucceſſion 

To Eupatoz, and eke fozhys party, 
Demetrius hoſtage in Rome toun 
Claymed a tytle in that region 

Of Surry, becauſe Epiphanes 

Was bzought tohym the ſtozy is no les, 


Demetrius fro Rome is come doun 

Into Surry toclayme hys heritage, 
Recepued the crow ne, toke poſſeſſion, 

Gan wexe pꝛoude pꝛelumptuous of coꝛage: 
Thus Eupatoꝛ that was but ponge of age 
Excluded was in Surry to ſuccede, 

Ok Demetrius terther thus J rede, 


Outragpous he was aboue meaſur?, 
Nyght vengeable and full of cruelte; 
Yatefull alſo to euery creature, 

And heup boꝛne of wozthy kynges thze, 
Fy2zſt in Egypt ot wozthy Tholome, 
And of Actilius in Aly tho reygnyng, 
And Iryrarches in Capadoce byng, 
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The fifth doke. 


All ofaſſent agayne hym haue — That by theyz wozkyng he came to nought, 
ounde a wape Demetrius to depziue | 
Dre bndoyng lo ſoze they haue deſyzed: Fyz\t Tholome fro hym toke hys wyke 
And they2 entent to execute blpue Cleopatra, and tote her in mariage 
They gan a fable of purpole to contrpue, To one Demetry,cauſyng full great ſtryfe 
As pe qhall here, together as oy wot ; : 2 ” os . — age: 
o whiche all Surry at ones dyd allent. | outrage 
e SLIT Doith all his power gathered nye and ferre, 
They toke a galaunt bozne of lowe lynage, GayneDemetry gan to holde werre. 


Called Ballas, ot theyz acquayntaunce 12 
And affyzmed all ok one cozage a Togyther they met pꝛoudlye in batayle, 


Howe he was ſonne a iuſt heyze in ſubſtatice Ballas conſtrayned cowardly to lle, 
To Epiphanes, and nexte heyze in aliaunce, And when he lawe hys power dyd fayle 
To ſuccede by tokens affyzmyng In Arabye amyghty ſtronge countre 
Next in Surry to be crowned kyng, zabydus, a pꝛynce of great poſte 
Toke hym by foꝛte quakyng in hys dꝛede, 
Ilyſander of purpoſe they hym call, To kyng Tholome lent anone his hede. 
Betaule they thought of perſon he was able, : | 
Set hym vp in hys ropall Call Men may two thinges conlider in this caas 
Maugre Demetrius, cruell and vengeable: Pzyde punyched and vnkyndneſſe, 
Ind koꝛtune was to them fauourable, And pꝛeſumpcion in this man Ballas 
Made they: purpoſe finally to auaple, Without tytle oz clayme of ryghtwyſneſſe 
With whome Demetrius had a gret bataple, Made kyng of Surry, ſet igret wozthineſſe: 
| What was his ende pe get no moze of me, 
This Alyſander which named was Ballas, Yys heed linyt ok and lent to Tholome. 
By Demetrius as put is in memoꝛp, 
Fpꝛſt ouertome, and after fyll the caas Lenuope. 
He ot Demetrius had the vyctozp: 
Ind to encreaſe of hys royall glozp, Des tragedpe dothe naturally 
Of foztune by lodayue auenture £2 <|| complayne 
Ballas the felde ofhym dyd recure ; Jv * tes! vyce called vn- 
; — yndneſſe, 
Thus by pzomocion of theſe kynges the, nyche is tourment none ne payny 
When he was crowned kyng of al Surry, Rygour condigne,flagell noz durefſe, 
To falſe extoꝛcion and hateful cruelte Empuloning noz none eatthiy diſtreſſe 
(Thys Jly(ander dyd hys wittes apply That may ſuffiſe bꝛifely to conclude, 
To robbyng, pyllage, and eke tyꝛannp: Igaine the vice of ingratitude. 
And diſpyſed <oztly to conclude, 
The ſayde kynge of ingratitude. All creatures on this vice complaine, 
Lawe, nature, decrees, rightwiſneſſe, 
He had foꝛget hys eſtate ot pouerte This monſter in kinde dothe þ light diſtaine 
Knewe nat hym elfe ol falle ambicion, Ok euery vertne derketh the bzightneſle, *' 
Wedded the doughter of wozthy Tholome Aliſander can beare hereof witneſſe, 
Called Cleopatra as made is mencion: Whiche to his furthers he of his tetches rude, 
And all his labour tn concluſion Shewed againewarde great ingratitude. 
Was onely this, in Bochas as J rede, 
All the kyngdomes aboutehym to poſſede, Ok Cerberus thinfernall treble chapne 
Noz of Tantalus hungre noz thzuſtineſſe, 
Who all coueteth ſometyme all dotheleſe, Of Ixion oz Ticius bothe twapne 
One agayne all ſelde hath ſoueraynte: Reken the turment remebze the Charpneſſe, 
Ind foz Ballas frowardly gan cheſe All to litell to chaſtiſe oz redꝛeſſe 
To holde werte with kyng Tholome, The hatefull vice of them that can delude 
Ind with the fozelayde wozthy kynges thze, Their frendes olde,by falſe ingratitude. 
All of aſſent haue luche wapes (ought Noble 


of John Bothas 


Noble pzinces which in your demayne 
Haue gouernaunce of all wozldly rycheſſe, 
Gayne folke vnkynde loke that ye diſdayne, 
Suffre them nat to haue none entreſſe 

Foꝛ to apzoche to your hye nobleſſe: 

Foz there is no vice moze hatefull to conclude 
Than is the vyce of ingratitude. 


The. xx vi Chapter, 


here Bochas wzyteth ok the rebel⸗ 
lpons and ſedicions in Rome be⸗ 
twene Tribunes and the 
commons. 


Olowyng mpne auctour in ſtoꝛpes 
(4 * merueylous, 

J muſt now waite þ ſtrog rebellions 
Of Gapus firſt,and of Tiberius, 

And of the great hatefull lecions 

Meued in Rome twene tribunes # comons, 
And by their ſtryues how they gan conlpy2ze: 
For to attayne falſly to the emppꝛe. 


The pere (yre hundꝛed by compuracion 
Gayus Graccuz made iribune in that age 
After the cities firſt foundacion, 

Which turned after to full great domage 

Ok common pꝛokit, fo by their moztall rage 
Tumulte and noyſe of commons in the toun, 
Cauſed a great part of their deſtruction, 


Foꝛ in departyng of champayne heritage, 
Atwene the wozthy and poꝛe ofthe cite 

By egall poꝛtions Gratcus w faire langage 
Had greatly meued all their commonte: 

By whiche occaſion in ſtozy inen mape le, 
Inother Graccus called the leconde 

Was ſlapne in Kome,+ low laide in grounde, 


fter the dethof Gractus as rede | 
as choſen a tribune calied Munxcius, 
LOhiche foꝛdyd the lawes all in dede 
Ok olde Graccus called Gayus: . 
But he that was named Tyberius | 
With helpe of Flaccus Tribunes ot eſtate, 
Jn the Capitoyle began a great debate, 


They were luppoꝛted by the commonte 

By voyce of people þ woꝛd of no man know, 
Foz Graccus party hye vpon a tre 

I trumpet ſtode and pꝛoudly gan to blowe, 
Which llayne was # fro the tre doun thzow: 
By which llawter þ bote maketh reherſaile, 


Teaf.cxxx. 
Flaccus wext feble his party gan to fayle. 


Foz dꝛede he fted into the teritoꝛy 

Ok Janus temple ran vp to a tour, 

Whan Tyberius as put is in memoꝛy 
Sawe in the cite he had no fauour, 
Diſpapꝛed, knewe no better luccour: 
Swonꝛde ſet at bꝛeſt in pzeſence of Myncrue 
Fully purpoſed afoze her foz to ſterue. 


(There ſtode one by a dꝛew his hand a backe, 
Fro that purpoſe made him to declyne, (ke 
Thus Graccus party goth dai by dai to w2g 
And Flaccus toke the temple of Lucyne : 
His lon, his frendes, almoſt all his lyne 
Thei kept the ſtrõg, but maugte their defẽce 
They were there llapne by ſturdy violence. 


While Graccus frendes fought foꝛ his party, 
And he him ſeife conſtrayned was of dꝛede 
He gan to pꝛay a boy ofhys company 

To tate a lwoꝛd and ſmyte ofhys hede, 
Set on a ſpeare with the bloude made rede, 
Sent it his mother complayning in her tene, 
Inio her caltel that called was Miſſene. 


Named Coꝛnelpa his mother was in dede, 
LUbylom doughter to great Scipion, 

Her chilodzen all flayneas J rede, 

And Graccus goodes acheted to the toun: 
Therofafter made a diuiſion 

By iudgement, thoꝛughout the cite, 

Wyere molt was nede among thecommonte, 


Of Graccus ſyde fiue hũdꝛed ſlaine à twaine 
Upon an hyll called Juentpne. 

Aud Oppinius a conſull dyd his payne 

Ok their conſpiring þ groãd to lerche à mine: 
And Flaccus party to bꝛyng toruyne, 

He llew two thouſand by haſty tudgement, 
Amonge which was many an innocent, 


The.rxvii.chapter, 


how the wyfe of Haſtruball bzent 
her ſelte and her chyldzen. 


if f Ere John Bochas lyſt in ef- 

JJ] 1 pectall 

0 To remembe howe Cartage 

i j newe agarne 

Diſtroped was, and how Haſtruball 
Came to miſchefe, p trouth was well ſayne: 


Which to reherte ot new it were but vayne, 
3.i. Sythe 
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Sythe here tofozeis made clere mencion 
Bothe of their bꝛennyng a their deſtruccion, 


Saue here he telleth how Haſtrubals wyfe 
On ely to eſchewe tolyue in leruage, 

Chaſe with her childzen foz to lele her lyfe, 
And wylfully of furious cozage 

She and her ſonnes tender and yonge of age 
Imonge the flames and the coles reed, 
Conlumed was into aches deed, 


Dydo the firſt that bylte that cite 

And made tours and the ſtronge wall, 
Which was betrayſhed alſo ok Ene, 

Ifoꝛe remembꝛed the fires funerall, 

And after longe the wyfe of Haſtruball 
Chale rather to dye with her childꝛẽ twaine, 
Than amonge Romapns foz to liue in paine. 


The. xxbiii.chapter. 


Ol Machabeus Jonathas take 
by the kynge of Surrp. 


N oꝛder ſupng,bnto John Bochas 
There appeared an heup man 

4 of ſyght 

--|| Machabeus,p woꝛthy Jonathas, 
e occupied foꝛ wildome # foz myght 
Office of pꝛynte, pꝛieſthod, and ol knyght 
By title of Juda of werres toke thempꝛyle, 


By clayme ol Leup as pꝛieſt dyd ſacrifile. 


The lawe of Jewes manly to defende 
With all the lande of pꝛompſſion, 

This Jonathas ful knyghtly dyd entende 
Agapne all euemies about them enupzon, 
Tyli of Hurry the falſe byng Tryphon 

By trapnes cõpaſſed # pzomile falſely holde, 
Toke Jonathas of who right now J tolde, 


Inu Machabeoꝛum is reherced all 

Ok his knighihode, and o his woꝛthyneſſe, 
With all the trealons in elpeciall 
Wꝛought by Tryphon by great falſeneſſe, 
His ſubtell ſlepghtes and hys doubleneſſe, 
Them to reherce pe get no moꝛe of me, 

Foz in the byble the ſtozy pe mape ſe, 


(The.xrix. Chapter. 


«@Dowe Demetrius the ſeconde loſt 
at the laſt his head, 


The fifth boke. 


Ut J wyll returne to Des 
metrius 

That called was Demetriug 
the leconde, 

Which by dilcent came fro Antiochus, 

And byhis manhode as it is well founde 

Dyd the pzide of kyng Ballas confounde 

Called Ilyſander which by great outrage, 

Had put his father fro his herptage, 


This Demetrius famous and notable 
Upon Parthoys had many great victozy, 
Tyll kyng Arlacides double and decepuable 
Him ſelfe delytyng greatly in vaynglozy, 
By hys ſleyghty fraudes deceptozy 

Under a chadow of faynyng and falſe chere, 
Toke Demetrius bnwarelp pꝛiſonere. 


Ind to great hindꝛing a lclaũder of his name 
Arlacides by a maner mockery, 

Made Demetrius foz diſpite and chame 
Poozly ataped of hate and great enuy 

Foz to be led thzough all Jury: 

Made hym after by great auilement, (tent, 
To wed hys doughter agapne hys owne en⸗ 


This Demetrius was kepte out of pꝛees 
That but fewe had ofhym ſyght, 

Unto tyme that Arlacydes 

Was deed and paſſed foz all his great might, 
Than he caſt to eſcape away by tlyght, 

And ſecretly to accompliſhe his entent 

De gate hym coũſaple that was of his aſſent, 


Gallymand2us a loꝛde of that countre 
Which that was of hys aſſent in dede, 

In their flight to kepe them moze ſecre 
Made Demetrius foꝛ to chaunge his wede, 
And pꝛeuy wayes fozth he dyd him lede: 
But all foꝛ nought his flight was in vayne, 
Foz by ſtrong parſute he was taken agapne. 


After by conſtraynt pꝛeſented tothe kyng, 
That he gan were wery ok his life, 

Kept moze ſtraytly folke on him waytyng, 
Ind maugre him pꝛeſented to hys wife 
With her to abide full heuy and peuſpfe: 
But whethey had childꝛẽ at wene the twaine 
To go moze at large loſed was his chapne. 


Ind thus he had ſpate and fre Iycence 

Co go and come at his auauntage, 

Foz whyle his wife helde with him * 
| e 
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They dome hys chyldꝛen were luffiſaunt 
hoſtage, 

But he was euer vnſtable of hys coꝛage 

With Gallymandzus the fozclayde knyght, 

Thze times take a bzought agapn by flygyt, 


And foz he was ſo dyuers manyfolde 
kyng Fcayates in token he was vnſtable, 
Sent him rhze dice fozged ſquare of golde 
To play raket as achyide chaungeable, 
Pys dilpolition was (o varyable 

But foꝛ to teſtrapne hys condicion 

He was elt take and fettred in pꝛyſon. 


But whan foztune had geuen hym a pull 
By many a diners ſtraunge aduet ſite, 

To punich him moe Phrahates wercth dul 
Ind Demetrius of pzyſon was made tree, 
Full reſtozed agapue to his countre, 

Vert pꝛoude agayne of new it is to fall, 
That ye was hated of his lieges all. 


Cleopatra hys mother that was quene 

Ok all Egypt and wyke to Thoiome 

Was with her loꝛde at ſtryfe, wyo lyſt (ene, 
Which turned after to great aduerſite; 

But to teu gih her party thus wzought che, 
Made her loune foz to take on hande 

Foz her to fkyght agayne yer yuſbaade, 


But Tholome called Euergetes, 

Gapne Demetrius defended hys countre, 
Maͤde zebenna to put hym leite in pꝛees 
Sonne of a matcgaunt bozne of towe degre, 
To makea clayme by falle ſubtylte 

Ot ail Surry to haue polleſſion, 

Foz hym allegyng tytie of adoption 


He to be ſonne to Antiochus 

Clapmyug therby the kyngdome of Surrp, 
Oneip texclude the ſayde Demetrius: 

And Tholomeus to ſuſtapne th+ pariy 

Of zevenna, wih all hys chiualry 

Gathered in Egypt and countreys enupzon 
Agapne Demettius, pꝛoudip is come doun. 


Ind foztune wyth her double face 

Cauſed the countre ryſe by rebellion 

That Demetrius ſtode ciene out of grace, 
Dgereby the people of that region 
Were whole agayne hym in their opinion: 
That by Tyolomes wonderfull wozkyng 
zebenna there reecyued was as byngs, 


s 


Thus zebenna by falſe infruſton . 
Ok all Surry was made loꝛde and kyng, 
Tytle was there none but colluſion 


Terclude Demetrius by lubtle compaſſyng, 


Vet as J fynde hys party defendyng 
Howe Demetrius zevenna gan aſſayle, 


Theyz quarel darreyned wa great batayle, 


Great people ſlapne vpon outher lyde, 
Demetrius put from hys region, 

And ouercome koꝛ hys great pꝛyde 

It great miſchete, to hys confuſion: 
Hauyng no ſuccour noz conſolacton, 
But with a fewe choſe of hys meyne 
Fled by water to Tyzethe cite. 


Lyke as he woulde haue lyued there in pres 
By a faynt maner of perfection, 

Within the temple of myghty Hercules 
Under a chadowe ok religion: 

But lodainly at hys commyng doun 

Into Tyze.and at hys arriuayle 

His heed (mit of, what dyd his pꝛide auayle? 


Che. xxx. Chapter. 


C Howe zebenna kyng of Surry, 
by entruſion entryng,yad 
miſcheuous en- 
dyng. 


Duchyng zebenna of whome J 
ſpaßke tofozne, 

= Po00zely bꝛought vp and of lowe 
= iynage, | 
SS Ind of kynred but a beg- 

ger bozne, | 

Came tofoze Bochas triſt ofhys viſage, 
So02e wepyng , muet of langage, 
Gan complayne hys wofull auenture 
Unware and (odayne,impoſſible to tecute. 


Dys tonditions ſomwhat dull and rude, 
Fyꝛſt in pouerte pꝛoude and pzeſumptious, 
Appeched after of great ingratitude 
Shewed in hys lyfe to kyng Intiochus. 
Hys firſt furtherer the ſtoꝛy telleth thus: 
Foz whyche Antiochus greatly mas anoyed 
Caſta meane by whyche he was diſtroyed. 
3. u. There 
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The fifth boke. 


There was a toſyn 5ᷣ called was Griſpus 
To Intiochus and of the ſame lyne, 

Wyhiche by title of Demetrius | 
Claymed as heyze by many vncouth ligne 

To reygne in Surry, pzoudly gan maligne 
Agayne zebenna, whole party to luppoꝛte 
Stode Antiochus chefe as J can repoꝛte. 


This layd Griſpus yonge and tender of age 
By the fartheryng and luppoꝛtacion 

Ot Antiochus, had in maryage 

His owne doughter with great poſſeſſion; 
That 3zbenna foz choꝛte concluſion 
Compelled was foz all his great myght, 

To I'ntioche foz to take hys flyght, 


And there he fyll in ſo great pouerte, 
Fapled money foꝛ to pape wages, 

The loudyous whyche in that countre 
Abyde vpon him of all maner ages 
Strange folke and (undz2ye of langages, 
Theues,murd2es,manſleers,s pyllours 
Firſt of Jupiter adſaplyng the trealours. 


To his diſclaunder perpetuall of memoꝛp 
The dickame aroſe ſo manpfolde, 

In Jouis temple the baner of victozy 

De toke away that was of maſlife golde, 
With a great ymage that ſtode there ofolde 
Ok goide alſo, with other mo treaſours, 
With which pillage he payed the ſoudtourg. 


Of lacrilege hauyng no conſcience 

To elcape away he entred is the lee, 

But Eolus by great violence, 

With winde and tempeſt as he dyd flee 
Dyd vnto hym full great aduerlite: 

And all his meyny koꝛloke hym ok entent, 
Ind he was take, and to Griſpus lent 


King of Surrp, to whs whe he was bꝛought 
Gaue on hym by indgement thys ſentence, 
Foz lacruege that he had wzought 
Spoxling temples by great violence, 
Doyng to goddes no manerreuerence 

Foz which Griſpus comaiideth hath as iuge, 
He to be flayne there was no better refuge, 


Ol byꝛthe a boy clambe vp to royall tage, 
Bꝛought vp ok nought and ſet in dignite 
Knew nat hym ſelfe, wext cruell ok cozage, 
Irole fro pouert to great p2oſperite: 

But thꝛough foꝛtunes mutabilite 


Is he began to ende lyke as a wꝛetche. 


Keken the eſtates of wozldly regaly, 
Nobze of meyny,golde,treaſour, & richeſſe, 
Dtately caltels.paleys on eche party, 
Cõqueſt by foztune,climbinge to hie nobleſſe, 
Cruel ſwoꝛde conueyed by wylkulneſſe, 
Power extozt, with couetyſe oppzeſſyng, 
Cauleth deftruccion of many earthly kyng, 


But in contrary who lyſt hym ſelfe knowe 
Andis by grace inclined to mekeneſſe, 
Though he in pouerte be bzought vp lowe 
And is by vertue enclined ro wozthyneſle, 
With ſcepter of peace, (wozd of rightwiſnes 
Indifferently his domes demeanyng, 
Suche one is able to be cleped a kyng. 


What is chefe cauſe grounde and occaſion 
That pꝛinces ofte ſtande in ieopardy 

Ok wozldly chaunges, in ſuche diuiſion 
Reyguyng amonge them ß ſerpent of enuy: 
Symulaction, faynyng flatery, 

The ſouth out lerched who lo lyſt to loke, 
By many tragedy expert in thys boke, 


The. xxxi. Chapter. 


Howe Bitynctus kyng of Juergnopes, 
by the Komains was tatzen and 
died in pꝛiſon. 


Itynctus next of Tuergnopes kyng 

Came tofoꝛe Bochas ginnig his cöplaint, 

Ok his diſtreſſe thozdze reherſyng, = 
And howe that he was made feble and faint, 
Againe the Romains miſcheuouſly attaint: 
Nat withſtanding to maintayne his quarel, 
He caſt of pꝛide agayne them to rebell. 


But it is kirſt put in remembzaunce 

How Juergnoyes is a nacion 1 
Hanging on Gaule longeth vnto Fraunce, 
Of which Bityncte ſtode in poſſeſſion: 
Hauing dilpite in his opinion 

To the Romains in any wile to obep, 

But pzoudly caſt againe them to werrey, 


His labour was to ſtande in franchiſe 

Ind be at large from their ſubiection, 

Gan of pꝛide their loꝛdchip to diſpile, 
Gadꝛed people of pꝛelumption: 

Whom foꝛ to mete Fabius was ſent doun, 
A mighty conſul which knightly toke on hade 


That blind lady ſo made her power ſtretche, Foz theyz party Bitynctus to * f 


of JohnBochas 


Of whoſe comyng Bytictus toke dyſdapne 
Bytauſe the folke whyche Fabius dyd lede 
Were but fewe, and whan he hath them ſeyne 
He layd of ſco2n:this people who taketh hede 
S ay not (uffiſe my houndes foz to fede 

LOha they be ſlayne, to fewe they be in nöbze 
Dith multitude » J Gall them encombze, 


In hundzed thouſad in hys baoward he had 
That paſſe Goulde of Fuuergne the ryuere, 
Ind fowerſcoze thouſande beſide that he lad, 
the Conſul Fabius met him with good chere, 
Phan he was paſſed of Rodanus ß daũgere, 
Fought al the day tyll tt dzewe to night, 

The Romayns wan, their fone put to flyght, 


At the ryuere lyke as ſaieth the boke, 

There were dꝛowned a bzought tomilchatice 
Fykiy thouſande, as they water toke, 
Chꝛough foztunes frowarde variaunce: 

Ind by attapnt tencreaſe ot his greuaunce, 
Bitincius take was ok the Romapns, 
Dampned to pzilon there to dye in chayng, 


6 The-xrxit. Chap, 


How the tyꝛant Euergetes wedded quene 
Cleopatra, ſlewe her eldeſt ſonne, 
expled hys wyfe and wedded 
her doughter, 


A Fter whole deth pitoully to rede # (ene 
Ok Epiphanes the great Tholome 
Came the doughter, Cleopattas the quene, 
Gan co:nplapne her greate aduerſitie, 

Her (02owe furious diffaced her beaute: 
Her chckes whyte of blode # teares meynt 
Kent w her hades were pitoully belpꝛeint. 


To Philometor ſhe wedded was afozne 
Whylom ſonne to Tholome the kynge, 
Ind by her loꝛde in true wedlocke bozne 
Two ſonnes He had, as by olde wzytyng: 
Ifter whole deth anone vp luynge 

To Euergetes a pzince yonge of age 

She was agapne iopned in mariage. 


By title of her in Egipt loꝛde and lyꝛe, 

Kyng of that lande, cruel, and dyipytous, 
Whoſe ſtoꝛy ſheweth no bigdomnoz Empire 
May of them ſelfe make no man bertuous:; 
Foꝛ Iyke a tyare this tiraunt furious 

Her eldeſt ſonne day of their mariage 

Boꝛne to be heirehe ewe ofmoztal rage. 


Teak. cx ti. 


Not longe after this extozte crueltc 

Ilbe they had childꝛen atwene the twaine, 
Out of Egypt he made her loꝛ to fle 

And of malyce he gan at her diſdaine: 

I trowe che had matter toz to plaine, 

He toke her doughter whan Þ Ge was gon 
Igapne nature and wedded her anon, 


She called was Cleopatras alſo, 

But Euergetes to ſhewe him moe begeable 
Againe her mother that was fro E gipt go, 
The citie which was to her fauourable, 

The peopleeryled,he wode a vntretable, 
Jn her diſpyte gaue that notable toun 

Of hateful malyce to a ſtraunge nacion. 


But whan he know thzough his cruel dzdes 
Ind gan concepue howe he was culpable, 
Sawe agatne hym ß manpfolde hatredes 
And conſpiracion of ſtates honozable, 

He at large to be moꝛe vengeable 

Game Cleopatras, to gyn an vncouth Urpke 
Went in to exyle wyth hys newe wyfe. 


Gadzed people his olde wyfe to aſſaple, 

On her chyldzen tochewe moze vengeaunce , 
A day aſſigned helde with her battaile, 

But which of them was dꝛiuen to vttrannce 
Myne auctour plainly put not in remẽbꝛaũce 
But ſuyng after thus of him J rede, 

Howe of malice he wzought a cruel dede, 


Which to reherce is nouther good ne fayze, 
But terible and abhominable: 

He diſmembzed her lonne and hys hayze 

On peces ſmal, this tiraũt moſt vengeable, 
And whan the mother ſate at her royal table, 
With body and heed at a ſolempnite, 

Let her be letued of frowarde cruelte. 


Wherof al Egipt had indignacion, 

And koz to auenge his cruel great outrage 
They toke his plates, baſnet,@ haberion, 
Ind his cote armure w2ought ofgret coſtage 
Fro theit temples rent out his ymage, 

In token he was a tiraunt moſt attaint 

Eche thing diſtaced, p was ol him depaint. 


Whole hateful ſtoꝛy replete of wzetchednes 

Full of vengeaunce # frowarde miſcheues, 

Therfoze Jdeme Bochas lyſt not expꝛeſſe 

Mozeofhis life fulfylled ot al repꝛeues: 

Of Cleopatra wꝛote not the fynal greues 

In this chaptre,what latal way che _ : 
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The fifth boke, 


L et 5ᷣ matter houlde difface his boke, 


¶ The.xrriii.Chapterz 


Chowe Jugurtha by entrulion was kynge 
of Nuincdy,flew þ rightful yeires # ał⸗ 
ter ye hym (elf was dzowned, 


Fter thys woful deadly auenture 
A Ol Cleopatras. whole ſtoꝛpe is full olde 
Came Jugurtha the manly man to lure, 
21d to Jhon Bochas hath his tale told 
Of his conqueſtes. and dedes manyfolde: 
Subtyl of wyt.# as myne auctour ſayeth 
Gaue iytel fozce foz to bꝛeae his fayth, 


But in oꝛdꝛe the ſtozy to conuap 

Of Jugurtha and of yys kinred, 
Malliniſſa kyng of Numedy loth to ſap 
Yig vncle was and alſo as J rede 

The layd kyng had a ſonne in dede, 
Called Myſipſa eldeſt in wzytinge 
After his day to reigne as kynge, 


This Maſſiniſſa oꝛdayned afterwarde, 
Tokoꝛe his deth of hole entencion 

Bytauſe Jugurtha was boꝛne a baſtarde, 
To depꝛiue him ok al lucceſſion. 

Inhis Teſtament, but in concluſion 

His lonne Mylipla afterwarde made kynge, 
Was to Jugurtha frendly and louynge. 


M;ſipſa had two ſonnes as J fynde 

Che tone of them called Idherbales, 

The (econde the ſto2y maketh mencion 
Was that tyme named Yycmpſales, 

Wyth whom Jugurtha put him ſelfe in pꝛees 
F 02 to abyde # dw ell in eſpecial 

Lykeas their coipn in their cozte royal, 


Cheriched full wel bycauſe Þ he was wpyſe 
Ind right lykely of diſpoſicton, 

Cholin aftet warde foz a ſynguler pziſe 

To goto Spapne to helpe Scipion 

Gaine Numẽtapnes. a famous mighty toun 
And there Jugurtha lo knyghtly hath begon 
That by his nobls the town anon was won: 


Ind to remembze his knyghthod ofentent, 
His woꝛthyneſſe and his hye renoun, 

To Mylipla letters were downe ſent 

By the foz\aid wozthy Scipion, 

Wyich gaue ſo great a comendacion 

To Jugurtha,him callyng in that werre. 
Ot manly pzowelle the ponge lode ſterre. 


Of king MWyſipla receyued notably, 

Called hun tonue by abopcion, 

The king dead, one Jugurtha traitourly 
Slicwe Hiemplales heire by ſucceſlion, 

He ot that realme to haue poſſeſſion: 

This was his cuſtome how euer þ tytle ſtode 
By laughter and inurdze foz to get good. 


He lyſt to goddes do no reuerence, 

Ok his nature wyltful and recheles, 
Yauynge nouther remozs noz conſciente 
Touchyng the ſlaughter of Hiemplales, 
Falſiy pꝛactiſed foz his owne encrees: 

Foz which murdze Romains haue ſẽt doun 
I Conlulere to do cozreccion, 


Calphurnius he called that was ſent 
Onely to puniche that hozible dede, 

But with treaſour hys eyen were ſo blent 
Ok execucion that he toke none hede, 
The Romayns ouercome with mede 
Gaue to Jugurtha by colluſion 

Ot this muroze a coloured talſe pardon, 


By which he toke a maner hardineſſe 
ONfty2anny which he dyd exercyſec, 

Gathered people of hareful curſy dneſſe 

Ind in him lelfe gan cutle dly deux le 

To execute the leife ſame gyſe 

Ok falle murdꝛe( J meane nowe none other) 
To lee Adherbales the leconde bzother, 


That he alone by falſe intruſion 

Of Numedy might be lozde and kyng, 
Thus of his cruelte,murd.e,4 falſe treaſon 
The noyſe was bozne by [agage # wzytyng: 
Ok whicy the graffes flally abzode lpꝛedynge 
Bꝛought foꝛth in hyndꝛing of his name 
Ftute of dilclaundze, ⁊ repozte of diffame. 


Moztall treaſon was couered vnder flours, 
To laue him ſelfe by ſome ſubtylte, 

And ſpecially with his great treaſours 

To appeal: the Senat if it would haue be: 
But theragayne al the comonte 

Made agapne him a coniuracion, 

On his lalſe murdze to do cozrection, 


Foure. M. men ot armes were downe ſent 
With a pꝛetour called Yctilius, 

The which pꝛetour ſet al his entent 

To gather treaſour,fozhe was couetous: 
And conetyſe is contrarious 

Unto knighthode,as auctours all expze — 


of John Bochas 


And ſtepmother vnto wozthynes, 


Alicge he layde aboute a myghty tour 
Wherin Jugurtha put all hys rycheſſe, 

(The liege was layde fo2 loue of the treaſoure 
Mone than foz wozthyp, oz foz wozthynelle, 
YOyerby his name and his nobleſſe 

Ther diſcomfyted,bzought bnto miſchaunce: 
After foz mede made hys alyaunce 


With Jugurtha, to his encreaſe of ſhame, 
Cauſed Affrike thzough falſe cheuplaunce 
(Chey togyther dilclaundzed by diffame, ) 
Them to withdꝛawe fro the obeyſaunce 
Ofthe Roinains:# moze them lelfe tauatice, 
To theyꝛ purpoſe cozrupted wyth treaſour 
Manp ea Tribune and many Senatour, 


Of newe againe al the comonte 

Fro Rome lent Gayus Marius, 

Foꝛ the murders and hozible cruelte 
Wꝛought by Jugurtha the tiraunt furious: 
Which to refourme the ſayd Gayus 

AX Conſulere of purpoſe was ſent doun, 

I manly knyght,and famous of renoun, 


Full notably the werres he began, 
Wꝛought euery thyng of hie pꝛouidente, 
And foztune whyche helpeth hardy man 
Gaue him great fauour by her influence; 
And alderfirſt he dyd his diligence 

Foꝛ to auoyde al that were vicious, 
Delicate people,and folkes lecheroug, 


A day was ſet and taken a bataple, 

But Jugurtha by falſe ſubtilte, ; 
P2otered much good which might not auaile 
To haue co2rupt,ifit would haue be, 

The layde Marius: but euer in one degre 

He ſtode aye ſtable vpright as a wall, 

Ind toke none hede to his pzofer at all. 


Than Jugurtha in party diſpaired 


Greatly aſtonped within hym lelfe muſynge, 


But lyke a man hyndꝛed and appayzed 
He gan purpoſe anone a newe thynge, 
Ok Mauritaine he went to the kyng 
To get helpe whych called was Boccus, 
Him to luccour agayne this Gaius. 


T wene them was made of new an alyaũce 
The whyche laſt but a lytle ſpace, 

Foz kyng Boccus gan fal in repentaunce 
Caſt he woulde reſozte to the grace 

Ok the Romayns,and nomoꝛe treſpace:; 
Ind to perfourme his entencion 

He made to Gayus this mediacion. 


There was one Scylla called a Queſtour 
Olf Gayus hoſt had gouernaunce, 

Foz king Boccus he was mediatour 

That ther was ne wely accozdaunce | 
Twene him a Gayus:and by the puruepyaũce 
Ok thys Boccus, Jugurtha anone was hent 
Maugre his myght, and to Gapus ſent, 


Ind al his kyngdom without reliſtente, 
Gaine to Romains came bnder obeyſaunce, 
And Marius koꝛgaue them their offence, 
Receyued them vnder aſſuraunce, 

That he all by dome do no bengeaunce, 
To punpche þ treſpaces that they dyd afozne 
(The (pace copted fro tyme they were bozne, 


Jugurtha taken almoſt foꝛ angre mad 
Bꝛought to Rome and fettered in pziſon, 
To Terpeya an hyehyl he was lad 
Jugement yeue fo2 his falſe treaſon, 
Bound to a ſtone and after thꝛowe doun 
Fro the place full hye where he ode, 
Without mercy in to Tibze flode. 


Teat.cxxxiii. 
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The fifth boke. 


CLenuoye, 

his map be wel called a tragedy, 

J | By diſcripcion takynge auctozite, 
Foꝛ tragedy,as Poetes ſpecify. 
Ginneth with toye endeth with aduerſpte, 
From hye eſtate caſt in to lowe degre: 
Example taken this ſtozy ſayth aright 
Of Jugurtha that was fyzſt a good knyght 


Athis ginnyng famous in chiualry, 

Gate Numetaigne,of Spaine a great citye, 
But in repairing home to that party 

J meane whan he came home to his countre 
He chaunged knyghthode into cruelte, 
With couetiſe ſo blinded was the ſyght, 

Of Jugurtha that firſt was a good knighte, 


His woyt, his power he holy dyd apply 

To hateful murdze,fraude,and (ubtylte, 
By extoꝛte title him ſelfe to magnify 

Slew rightful heires,reft the their lybertie, 
By falſe intruſion clambe vp to their le, 


Ind gaue no fozce were it wong oꝛ ryght 
A thyng contrary to euery wozthy knight, 


Noble pzinces lift vp your hertes ive. 
Within your leite remembze and do le 

Df this murdꝛe the hateful tyzrany, 
With oppzeſſion done to thecommite, 

His gynnyng good a curſed ende had he: 
Murdꝛe axeth vengeaunce day and night, 
A thyngecontrary to euery wozthy kyght. 


z hereendeth the fyfte booke 
and here after foloweth 
the lixte. 
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The lyxte booke 


Here Bochas ſittinge in his ſtudie alone 


Lcat᷑.cxxt iu. 


wꝛyteth a greate pꝛoceſſe howe Foꝛtune lyke a Monſtruous J- 
mage hauynge an. C. handes, apeared vnto hym 
and ſpake, and Bochas vnto her: makynge by⸗ 
twene them both many great arguments 
and reaſons of foꝛtunes 
chaunces, 


C The Fy:lt Chapter. 


—_ 

RH hys ſtudpe alone as 

Bochas ſtode 
ys pen in hande, ok lo⸗ 
i dapne auenture 
To remèbꝛe he thought 

it dyd hym good 

Howe that no man may 

A lhun elke aſſure 


Jn moz!dly thynges fully to recute 
Grace of foztune to make her to be ſtable 
Her dayly chaunges be lo variable. 


She bꝛaydeth euer on þ chatitipleure (neſſe, 
Now ſonge now wepyng, now wo now glad- 
Nowe in myꝛth nowe paine to endure, 
Nowe lyght now heuy, nowe in lwetneſle 
Nowe in trouble, nowe fre nowe in diſtreſſe, 
Shewyng to vs a maner reſemblaunce 

No woꝛldly welth hath here non aſſuraice, 


Phyle Bochas peſyfe ſtode in hys [ybzaty 
LOpth chere oppzeſſed, pale in hys vylage, 
Somdeale abached, alone, and ſolitary, 

To hym appered a monſtruous pmage 
Parted on twapne of colour and cozage, 

Yer ryght ſyde ful of ſomer floures, res, 
The tother oppzeſled w winter ſtozmy chou⸗ 


Bochas aſtoined full feareful to abzayde 
Whan he behelde the wonderful fygure 
Ol koꝛtune, thus to hym lelfe he layd: 

at map this meane is this a creature, 
Oꝛa monſtre tranſfourmed agayne nature, 
Whole bꝛenning eyen ſpercle of their light 
Is do the ſterres the froſty wynter nyght e 


Ind ok her chere ful good hede he toke, 
Her face lemyng cruel and terrible, 


Ind by diſdayne manaſing of loke, 

Her heare vntruſſed, harde, charpe # hozyble, 
Frowarde of chape lothlome à odible 

An hundꝛed handes che had of eche parte, 

In ſondꝛy wyſe her gyftes to departe. 


Some ok her handes lyft vp men alokte 
To hye eſtate of woꝛldly dignite, 

Another hande griped full vnſofte 

Which caſt another in great aduerlſite, 
Gaue one rycheſſe an other pouerte, 
Gaue ſome alſo by repoꝛte a good name, 
Nopyled an other of ſclaundze and dyffame, 


Der habyte was of manyfolde colours 
Watchet blewe of fapned ſtedfaſtneſſe, 

Her golde allayed lyke ſon in watry how2es 
Meynt th grene foz chaunge &doubleneſſe, 
A pꝛetence reed;d2ede meynt wyth hardines, 
White foz clenneſſe lyke (one foz to faile 
Faint blake foꝛ mourning,ruſſet foꝛ trauayle 


Her colours meynt of wolles moze than one 
Some whyle eclypled, ſome while bꝛyght, 
Dul as an aſſe whan men had haſte to gone, 
And as a ſwalowe geryche of her flyghte, 
Twene llowe # lwikte, now croked nowe bp- 
No we as a creple lowe coꝛbed doun, (right, 
Nowe as a dwery and nowe a chapion. 


Nowe a cowarde durſt not come in pꝛees, 
Nowe ſomwhyle hardy as a lyon, 
Nowe lyke Ectoꝛ, nowe dꝛedful Therlites, 
Nowe was che Creſus, nowe Agamenon, 
Now Sardanapallus of condicion, (npne, 
Nowe was ſhe mãniche, nowe was the femi⸗ 


Nowe coude che rayne a nowe fal ſiy ſhyne. 
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The litte boke 


Nowe a Mermapde angelyke of face, 

A taile behinde very lerpentyne, 

Howe debonaite now trowarde to do grace, 
Nowe as a lainbe tretable # benigne, 
Nowe lyke a wolfe of nature to maligne, 
Nowe Sirenes to ſynge folke a llepe 

rl Caribdis dzowne the in the depe. 


Thus Bochas conlidzinge her figure, 

Al her features in oꝛdꝛe he gan beholde, 

Her bꝛedth her legthe,her hape ck her ature 
In hundꝛed handes # armes there he tolde, 
Wierof aſtoined his herte gan were colde: 
And amonge al her membzes euerychone 
Dym lempte che had no fete vpon to gone, 


Ind whyle that he conſidꝛed al thys thynge 
Twene them as it were in a traunce, 
She lodainly towarde him loking 

He conceiued by her countenaunce 

Were it fo2 yze were it foz pleſaunce, 
Outher foz fauour outher fo2 dildaine 

By the maner he woulde ſomwhat lapne. 


Loking as coye as the had had diſdaine 
Bothas quod (he) J knowe all thyne entent 
Howe thou trauatileſt.buſteſt the tn vaine 

In thy ſtudy ever diligent, 

Nowe in the weſt nowe in the oztent, 

To ſeche ſtoꝛies noꝛth and meridien 

Of woꝛthy pꝛinces 5ᷣ here to foꝛne haue ben. 


Some dwelled vonder the pole artike 

By my fauour vp rapled to the ſterres, 
Other vnder the pole Antartyke 

Vhich in contrary fro vs lo ferre is, 

Some eacreced and ſet vp by the werres: 
Lykeas me lyſt their triũphes tauaunce 
Frownig on other J bought thẽ to milch ice. 


J le the buſy remembꝛing by Scripture 
Stoꝛies of pꝛinces in euery maner age, 

As my fauour foloweth their auenture, 

By humble ſtyle let in plapne langage, 

Not made curious by none auauntage 

Ok rethoꝛikes, with mules koz to ſtriue. 

But in plaine fourme theit dedes to dilcriue. 


In which pꝛoce ſſe thou doeſt great dyligence, 
A's they delerue to yeue the thanke oz blame, 
Setteſt vp one in rotall excellence 

Within my houſe called the houſe of Fame, 
The golden trumpet w blaſtes of good name 
Enhaunceth on to ful hie parties, 


Wher Jupiter ſytteth amog the heutly ſkies. 


Another trũpet of ſownes full vengeable 
Which bloweth vp at feaſtes funerall, 
Nothinge bꝛight but of colour (able 

Ferre fro my fauour, deadly, and moztal, 
To plonge pꝛinces from their eſtate roz all 
Whan J am wzoth to make the lowte lowe, 
Than of malice J do that trumpet blowe, 


Thou haſt wꝛitten # let togyther in grole 
Lyke their delertes wozldly mennes dedes, 
Nothing conceled noz vnder couert clole, 

S pared the crownes noꝛ their purple wedes, 
Noꝛ goldẽ ſepters, but paue the their medes: 
Crowned one w laurer hye on hys head let, 
Other with peruinke made foz the gybet. 


Thus diuerſiy my giftes J depart, 

One accepte another is refuſed, 

Lyke haſardours my dyce ] do ieoparte, 
One well furthered another is accuſed, 

My play is double my truſt is euer abuſed, 
Though one to daye my fauour hath wonne, 
To inozow againe J can eclipſc his ſonne. 


Cauſe of my comyng plainly to declare 

By good auice, vnto thy pze:cnce, 

Js to ſhewe my maners and not ſpare, 
And my condictons bꝛeuely in ſentence 
Pꝛeued of olde and newe experience: 
Plainly to Gewe me lyſt not foz to rowne, 
To dap J flater, to moꝛowe J can frowne , 


This houre J can chewe me merctable, 
And (odainly I can be diſpitous, 

Now wel wylled, nowe haſtely vengeable, 
Nowe ſobze of chere, nowe haſty # furious, 
My play vncouth,my maners maruaplous 
B2ayd on þ wynde nowe glad a now murne, 
Lyke a wedercock iny face eche day J turne. 


Wherin Bochas J tel the pet agayne 
Thou doeſt folly thy wyttes foz to ply, 
All thy labour thou ſpylleſt in vayne 
Gayne my maners lo fully to reply, 

By thy wꝛityng to fyndea remedy 

To interrupt in thy laſt dapes, 

My ſtatutes, and my cuſtomable wapes, 


Al the labour of Phyloſophers olde 
CTrauaple of Poetes my maners to depꝛaue, 
Hath ben of yoze to lay lyke as they woulde, 
Ouer mp fredom the louerainte to haue Xo 
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But of my lawes the liberte to ſaue 
Upon my whele they chall them not defende, 
But whan me liſt than they Gal dilcende. 


Why Goulde men put me in blame 

To folowe the nature ot my double play: 
With newe buddes dothe not Uer the lame 
Whan pꝛimroles appere frech and gay: 
Today they ſhewe to moꝛowe gon awap: 
Somer after of flours hath foyſon 

Tyl June w ſythes after mowe the doun, 


Nowe is the ſee calme and blaundychyng, 
Nowe are the wyndes comfoztable « ſtyll, 
Nowe is Boꝛeas ſturdy in blowynge 
Which yonge chepe # bloſomes greueth yl : 
Why alſo houlde J not haue my wyl, (ble 
To ſhewe my lelke now ſmothe, ⁊ after trou- 
Syth to mp kynde it longeth to be double: 


No man ſo ferre is fall in wzetchedneſſe 

But that he ſtandeth in truſt to ryſe agayne, 
Noꝛ none lo depe plonged in diſtreſſe 

Noz with diſpaire noz wahope ouer layne, 
But that there is ſome hope left certaine 

To yeue him comfozte,ſeruynge his entent, 
To be releued whan me lyſt allent, 


The erth is clad in motlayes whyte # rede, 
Phan Eſtas entreth with byolettes ſote, 
The greues are grene, # in euery mede 

The bawm fleteth which doth to herts bote: 
Juguſt paſſed.againe in to the rote 

By courſe of nature þ vertue doth reſozte, 
To te uolucion ofkynde J me repozte, 


Who ould than debarre me to be double, 
Sith doubleneſſe longeth to me ofright2 
Nowe lyke ſõmer nowe with winter trouble, 
Now blinde of loke derke as p cloudy nyght, 
Nowe glad ofchere of herte mery # lyghte: 
They be but foles againe my myght to mule 
Oz me atwitethough Imp power ble. 


Selde oꝛ neuer J byde not in one poynt, 
Men muſt at lowpes take me as they fynde, 
Ind whan J ſtande furtheſt out of ioynt 

To ſet folkes backwarde farr behynde 

Than woꝛldly men with their eyen blynd 
Soꝛe complayne bpon my doubleneſſe, 

Call me than the frowarde falſe goddeſſe, 


Thus by your wzytig # marueilous ligage 
Jam diſclaundzed of mutabilite, . 
Wherofby ryght J catche great auguntage 


Leaf, errtb. 


DPhiche is a percel of my liberte: 
To be called by tytle of ryghtwylneſſe 
Ok chaunges newe lady and pꝛincelſe. 


Thus whan foztune had ſayd her wyl 
Parcell declared ok her gouernaunce; 

Made a tint and ſoberlp ſtode ſtyll, 
Jhon Bochas ſate a herde al her dalpaunte, 
Feareful ot chere, pale of countenaunſe 
In oꝛder enpzinted eche thynge ß che ſapde. 
Ful demure thus he dyd abzapde. ook 


He toke bpon him vertue and caꝛaage 
Upon a poynte foꝛ to abyde ſtable, _—_ 
Certes(quod he)lyke to thy vyſage F 
All wozldly thiges be double z chaungeable; 


Sythdoubleneſle no lclaundet is tome, 


Pet foꝛ my parte by remembzaunce notable, - 


I Galperfourme ſouthlyif'J conne; 
This litel boke that J haue begoune, 


And leſt my labour dye not no2 appall 

Ok this boke the tytle foz to ſane, 

Among mpne other lptel woꝛkes all 

With letters large aboue vpõ my graue 
This bookes name chall in one be graue: 
Howe J Jhon Bochas in eſpecial 

Ot wozldly pꝛinces waitten haue the fall. 


Of whyche empꝛiſe the cauſe to diſcriue 
Thys was firſt grounde, J wyl not deny, 
Toelchewe louth and vyces all my lpue, 
And ſpecially the byce ofglottony, 

Whicy is nozice bnto lecherp: 

This was chefe cauſe why J vndertoke 
The compplacion of this lytle boke. 


Pet by thy talkyng as J bnderſtande 

Eche thing here of nature is chaungeable, 
After thy lentence both on ſee a lande, 
Petcoude J reken thynges that be table 
As vertuous lyte abydyng vnmutable, 
Set hole to godwarde of wyl # thought, 
Maugre thy power, a ne chaũgeth nought; 


Thou mapſt eke call bnto remembꝛaunce 
Thinges made ſtable by grace whiche is de⸗ 
Haſt thou not herde ß perfeueratice (upne 
Ot holy martirs whych lyſt not to decline 
Fro Chryſtes fayth tyl they dyd fynez 
Thy whele in them had none intereſſe 

To make them vary fro their ſtableneſſe. 


A man that is enarmed in vertue 
| . lit, ⸗ 
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The ſixte boke. 


Againe thy myght to make reſtſtence, 

And let his truũ by grace in Chꝛiſt Jeſu 

And hath al hole his hertely aduertence 

Ou ryghtwilnetle, foꝛce, and on pzudence, 
With theyz luſter called Ittemperaunce, 
Hath a lauecondute againe thy variaunce, 


They let no ſtoze by thy double whele, 
With ſuppoztacton of other ladyes thꝛe 
55 truſt ſtad not in plate. maple, oz ſtele, 
Bilk in thele vertues faythe hope # charite, 
Called vertues theologicfe?? 
Which wyth the ko wre afoze here ſpecified 
Thy whele add the haue vtterip defied, 


It I with wynges might tyeto heauen, 


There choulde J le thou haſt nothyng adone 


With Jupiter, noz the planetes leuen,. 


With Phebus, Mars, mercury, noꝛ the mone 


But woꝛldly foles erly late and ſone 


Such as be blent oꝛ dyzked with lewdneſle, 


By kalle opinion call the a goddeſſe. 


Giktes of grace, noꝛ giftes of nature, 

Almeſſe dede done with humilite, 

Lone and copaMon be ferre out of thy cure 
Demelineſſe ſtrength boũtpe oz beaute 
Uertaouſfly vſed in their degre, 

Gaine non of theſe thy power may not ſtretch 
Foꝛ who is vertuous lytel of thee doth retch , 


Of thy condicions to let another pzeke, 
Which foles vſe in their adnerſite 

Foz exculacion, as ſomtyme lapeth a thefe 
Whan he is hanged it was his deſtpne, 
Itwiteth koꝛtune of his iniquite, 

As (he had power # dominacion 

To rule man by wyl againe reaſon, 


Foz whych quod Jhon Bochas in party deſo- 
To determin ſuch heauenly hid lecrees, (late 
To tho that be deuines ofeftate 

J remit ſuch vncouth patuitees: 

And w Poetes that be oflowe degrees 

1 eſchewe to clunbe to hye aloft 

Leſt foz pꝛelumpcion J chuld not kal ſoft, 


But if J had hyd in my coꝛage 

Such milteries of diuine pzoudence, 
Without enuy J wouldin plaine langage 
Uttre them by waitinge with hable reuerece: 
P2edeſtynacion nouther pzeſctence 

Not appertaine foztune bato the 


And foz my part I wyl excuſe me. 


Ind pꝛocede lyke as J bndertoke 

Ifter that J tolde my matere 

Ol tal of pꝛinces foz to wzyte a boke, 

But yet afozeifthou wouldeſt here 

J deſire of hole herte and entere 

To haue a copie of pzinces names al, 
Which fro thy whele thou haſt made to fal. 


Thy ſecre boſome is ful of ſtoꝛies 

Ot lũdꝛy pꝛinces how they their like haue lad 
Ok their triumphes and victozies 

Which olde Poetes and Philoſophers ſad 


In meter and pꝛole compiled haue an rad, 
8 Song their laudes their fautes eke reſerued, 


By remembzaunce as they haue deſerned, 


Of which J haue put ſome in memozy, 
Theron let my ſtudy and laboure 

So as I coude to their encreaſe of glozy, 
Though of lãgage J had but ſmal fauour, 
Caule Caliope did me no ſocour, 

Foz which thou haſt duringe al this while 
Rebukedme of mp rude ſtyle, 


Men would accotipt it were a great dulneſſe 
But if langage conueted be by pzudence, 
Out declared by (obze auyſeneſſe, 

Under ſuppozt fauoured by defence 

Ok Tullius chefe pzince of eloquence, 
Should moze pꝛofite oztly to conclude, 
Than mp ple ſpoke in termes rude, 


pet ofte tyme it hath be felte and leyne 
Under huſkes growyng on land erable 
Hath be founde and tried out good greine, 
Under rude leaues chakynge a vnftable 
Pulled fayze frute holeſome & delptable: 
Ind ſemblably where rethozike hath failed, 
In blũte tetmes good coũſaile hath auayled. 


Phyloſophers of the golden ages, - 
And Poetes that founde out kreche ditees, 
Is king Imphion w his faire langages 
Ind w his harpig made folke of low degrees 
And laboꝛers tenhabyte firſte cytees: 

And ſo by muſyke and Phyloſophy 

Gan firſte of commons noble policy, 


The chefe ol mulike is melody e accozde, 
Well of Philolophy [pzang out of pꝛudence, 
By whych two meanes gan vnitye # acoꝛd: 
With politike vertae to haue their aſiſtence, 
Wie men to reigne. ſubiectes do reuerence: 


And by this grounde in ſtoꝛies men may le, 
Were 
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Were bylte the walles of Thebes the titie. 


Accozde in muſpke cauſeth the melody 

Where is dilcoꝛde there is diverſite, 

And where is peace is pꝛudent policy, 

In eche kingdome and euery great countre 
Strife firſt induced by thy duplicite: 

Foz which 5; maiſt as clerkes thee dilcryueg, 
Be called lady of contekeg and of ſtriues. 


Fyꝛſt were founde out hateful deuyſions 
By thy contriued falſe mutabilitees, 
Slaughter,debate,frowardedyſcencions, 
In regions, pꝛouinces, and citees: 
Delolacions of townes and of countrees, 
Where ot men had firſte experience - 

By thy chaungeable gerp violence. 


Thus by the opinion of thy whele double 

Is fay2e by nature as it was pollible, 
Ouerthwertly thou bꝛoughteſt me in troble, 
Madeſt eche to other froward and odible, 
By thy traines vncouth and terrible, 

1yke as a coʒſer maketh coltes þ be wylde, 
With ſpurre # whyp to be tame and mylde. 


Thus by the tempeſt of thine aduerſitees, 
To make men moze tame of their cozages, 
In theit diſcozdes twene kyngdoms a citees 
Akter the harpenes of thy cruel rages, 
Onely by ſpeche # meane of faire langages, 
Folke by thy fraude fro grace ferre exyled 
Were by faite ſpeche to v:3yte reconſiled, 


People ok Grete, ok Rome, ⁊ of Cartage, 
Nerte in Itaple with many a region 
Tere induled by ſwetnelle of faire langage 
To haue togither their conuerſacion, 

To buylde caſtels and many a ropal toun: 
What cauled this to tell in bziefe the fourme, 
But eloquence rude people to enkourme⸗ 


Afoꝛe tyme they were but beaſtial 

Tyl they to reaſon by lawes were coſtrained, 
Under dilcrecion by ſtatutes natural | 
Fro wilkul luſtes by pzudece were reſtrained, 
By aſſent made one # togider enchayned 

In golden chatnes of peace and vnite 

Thus gan the buylding of euery great cite. 


But whan thou medleſt to haue an entreſſe, 
They that were one to bzing them at diſcozde 
To interrupt with thy doubleneſſe 

Citees # regions that were ofone accoꝛde: 
vpe as thys boke can beare me wel tecoꝛde 


Fro the tyme that thou firſt began. 


| Thy mutabilitehath troyed manya man, 


Thou cauledſt men to be obſtynate 
n their coꝛages, and incozrigible, 
iltul, a froward, cauleles at debate, 
Eche to other contrarious and odible, 
Them to refourme almoſt impoſſible, 
Ty! faire ſpeche voidinge diuiſion 
Peace reconciled twene many a region. 


Foz there is none ſo furious outrage 
Noz no matter lo fer out ofthe wap, 
But that by meane of gracious langage 
And faire ſpeche,may a man conuay 
To al reaſon mekely foz to obey: 

By an example whyche J reherce hal, 
LOele to purpoſe andhiſtozial, 


The hardy knight thecruell Achylles 

Whan hateful ire aſſailed his coꝛage, 

There was no meane w him to treat of pees, 
To ſtyl the tempeſt of his dolefull rage, 
Saue onely this which dyd his ire alwage, 
By attemperaunte to obey toreaſon 

Whan of an harpe he heard the ſwete ſoun, 


Which inſtrument by hys great ſwetneſſe 
Put al rancour out of hys remembꝛaunce, 
Wꝛeſted him agatneto al gladneſſe 

From him auotding al ricoure æ greuaunce: 
Semblably fapꝛe ſpeche and daliaunce 

Set men in reſt in realmes here a ponder, 
By good langage that were kerre alonder. 


With theſe woꝛdes Bochas wert debonatre 
Towarde foztune as he caſt his loke, 
Withdꝛe we his rancour and to ſpeke faire 
Touching his labour Þ he vpon him tote 
Beleching her foz to fozther his boke, | 
That his name which was but little knowe, 
By good repozt might be further blowe, 


That his name might ferther ſpꝛede 

Which Code as yet h2ouded in derkneſſe, 

By her fauour his name fozth to lede 

His boke to fozther do her buſineſſe, 

BY good repoꝛte to yeue it a bꝛyghtneſſe, 
with laureate ſtremes (had foꝛth to people al 
By foꝛpetfulneſſe that it neuer appall, 


This was the byl whych ß Jhon Bochas 
Made vnto foztune with ful humble ſtyle, 


Whan foztune had conceiued al his caas W 
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The lixte boke 


Soberly ſtaode and gan ſtynt a while, 
And glad ot chere after che gan limyle 
On myne auctour, and with a kreche viſage 
In ſentence ſpake to him this langage. 


SothlycquodHe)J ſe the buſines 

Ot moztail-men;howe curious 5 they be, 
Howe they ũudy by greate aupleneſſe 

Ok my lecretes foꝛ to be pꝛiue:: | 
To knowe the conceites hyd within me, 
Ind my counlails, ve men do al pour papne 
Albe that lightiy pe map not therto attapne. 


In this matter your wyt doth neuer faynt 
Pmaginyng my tykeneſſe in your mynde, 
Lyke your conceytes ye fo2ge me t painte 
Somtyme a woman w winges let behinde, 
Ind poztrayen me with eyen Þ ben blynde: 
Cauſe of al this bꝛefely to expꝛeſſe, 

Js your owne couetous blyndneſle, 


Pour appetites moſt ſtraunge a dyuers 
And euer full of chaunge and doubleneſſe, 
Fcovarde alſo malicious and peruers , 

By haſtpe clymbing to woꝛchip a riches, 
Ilwap voyde of trouth and ſtableneſſe: 
Moſt pzeſitptuous, ſerche out in al degrees, 
Falſty to attapne to woʒldlp dignitees, 


Bochas Bochas J perceine euerp thyng, 
And knowe full wele the great difference 
Hyd in thy ſelfe of woꝛdes and thynkyng, 
Atwene them both the diſconuenience: 
Paſt thou not wziten many great ſentence 
In thy boke to ſclaundꝛe wyth my name, 
Ok hole entent my maners to dekame: 


Thou calleſt me ſtepmother moſt vnkpnde, 
Ind ſomtyme a falle enchauntreſſe, 

A mermaide witha taile behind, 

Of (cozne ſomwhyle me nampng a goddeſſe, 
Somtpmea witch,lomtyme a ſoꝛcereſſe, 
Fynder ok murdꝛe and of diſceites al, 

Thus of malice moztal men me call. 


Al this is done in dyſpite of me 

By accuſacion in many ſondzy wyſe, 

pe oft appechemp mutabilite 

Namely whã J your requeſtes do diſpple, 
Foz to actomplyche pour gredy couetile: 
LOhan ve fayle ye lay on me the wyte 

Of your aduerſitees,me fallly to atwite. 


And thou of purpoſe foz teſlaundze me 


Haſt wꝛiten bngoodly acotrarious fable, 


Howe j wzeſtled wyth glad pouerte, 

To whole party thou were fauourable, 
Setteſt me abacke, gayne me 5 were vengea⸗ 
Nowe of newe requireſt my fauour (ble 
The foz to helpe and fozther thy labour, 


Aſcaunce J am ofmaners moſt chaungeable, 
Ok conditions very fempnine, 

Now here now ther as 5 wynde vnſtable, 
By thy dilcripcion and by thy doctrine, 

To cuery chaunge redy to enclyne: 

As women den pong and tẽ dꝛe ok age, 

Which of nature be diuers ok cozage. 


But foꝛ to further in party thyne entent 
That of thy boke the pzoceſſe may pꝛocede, 
By my fauour to the accomplichment 
Jam wel wylled to helpe the in thy nede, 
Like thy deſire the better thou halt (pede, 
KWhan J am towarde with a benigne face 
To (pede thy toznep by luppoꝛt of my grace, 


That thy name and alſo thy ſurname 
With Poetes and many an olde auctour, 
Map be regeſtred in the houſe of Fame, 
By ſuppoꝛtacion of my ſodaine fauour, 
By aſſiſtence alſo of my ſocour 

Thy wozke texplete the laurer foꝛ to wyn 
At Saturninus J wyl that thou begin, 


The fyz\t Chapiter, 


C Here reherleth Foztune her condicions bn- 
to Bochas, chewyng how many one the 
enhaunceth foz a time , and anone 
after them ſodainly ouerthzo⸗ 


th. 


Monge Romapns this ſatd Saz, 
'turnyne 
Das outragious of condiciss, 
AY Cauſed in Rome whi he gan ma- 
I, A lygne 
Great debates and great ſedicions: 
And by hys frowarde — * 
He was Carpe enemy agapne the pzudet iuge 
Called Metellus, deuoide of al refuge, 


Fro the Capitole ſet with mighty hande 
Founde no ſocour Metellus in the toun , 


The lame tyme thou ſhalt bnderſtande 


Howe by mp helpe and ſuppoꝛtacion 


of John Bochas 


One that was (mal of reputacion 
Called Glaucus, in pouert bzought lowe 
Made Conlulere, the ſtoꝛy is well knowe. 


A ſeruaunt firſt and almoſt ſet at nought, 
And after warde J made him foztunate, 
Left neuer tyll J had hym bzought 

By a pꝛerogatife choſe of the Senate, 

To be a pꝛetour an office of eſtate, 

Which alſo w2ought by conſpiration 
CTobzyng Metellus to deſtruction, 


Of whole aſſent there was alſo another 
Called Marius beyng the ſame pete 
Texplete this treaſon their [woꝛne bꝛother, 
which was allo that tyme a Conſulere: 

J foꝛtune made them full good chere 

Lyke their deſyzes gaue them liberte, 

To banyſhe Metellus out of their cite, 


Of theſethze Romains the firſt Saturnine, 
Ind Glaucus was called the ſeconde, 

Ind Marius layde out hoke and lyne 

Js J haue tolde Metellus to confounde, 
To their purpole J was alſo founde 
Fauourable, to bzyng them to milchefe 

As their ſtoʒy cheweth an open pzefe, 


They banyſhed hym out of Rome toun, 

And Saturninus by hys lubtell wozbyng 
Clambe vp faſt of pzeſumpcion 

To be called of Rome loꝛde and kyng, 

J gaue hym fauour by a maner falſe ſmiling 
Tyll at the laſt playnly to declare 

Ok his diſtruction J bꝛought him in ß lnare, 


The Senatours knowyng the malyce 
Of Saturne which made a great gadzyng 
Ofſundzy folke,caſtyng in his auyce 
By theyꝛ fauour he might be called tzyng, 
ll this while ofhis vpelymbyng 
Gewed hym duryng a longe ſpace, 
Him to diſceyue a full benigne face, 


Tyll Marius a mighty Conſulere 

To withſtande his pzeſumption 

Roſe with ſtronge hande, # with a knyghtly 
Beſet hys palays about enuyzon, (chere 
Bꝛake hys gates amyd of the toun: 

And Saturninus voyde of all fauour 

To the Capitoyle fled foz (uccour, 


De was foꝛbarred by Marius of vitaple, 
The Capitoyle beſieged rounde aboute, 


Leaf.crrevii 


At the entryng was a ſtronge batayle 

On outher patty ſlayne a great route: 
Thus of my fauour he gan ſtande in doute, 
Thus Saturninus bzought in gret diſtrelle 
His good acheted loſt all his rycheſſe. 


Experience full openly men leareth 

Suche as hyeſt ther vpon aſcende 

Lyke as the turne of my whele requireth 
Whan they leſt wene. doun they all diſcẽde: 
They haue no power them lelfe to defende 
Agayne my might, when they be ouerttzꝛow 
LOhat do J than but laughe # make amow. 


Dꝛulus alſo boꝛne of great lpnage 

And diſcended of full hye nobleſſe 

Unto vertue contrary of his cozage, 
Frowarde founde to all gentlenelle, 
Pet chole he was the ſtozy doth erpzeſſe 
Nueſtour of Alpe an offyce of hye degre, 
Fo: his byzthe to gouerne that countre. 


But oft tyme vertue no2 gentleneſſe 

Come nat to heires by ſucceſſion, 

Exãple in Dꝛulus the ſtozy bereth Witneſſe, 
Which bothe of cozage and diſpoſicion 

Was euer frowarde of condicion: 

Foz which let men deme as they muſt nedes, 
Nat after byzthe but after the dedes. 


Uertnes all in hym were let aſyde, 

Slowe to be armed, hated chiualcy, 

Moſt couetous, depnous, kull of pzyde, 

His dedes frowarde, full of trecherp, 

To hie eſtate J dyd hym magnifp: 

pet al my giftes in hym ne might tretche, 
Foz here cofoze thee he cometh like a wzetche; 


He dare foꝛ hame nat Chewe his viſage 
So karre diſclaundzed is his wzetchedneſſe. 
His touetyſe, and vicious outra ge, 

Falſely cauſed by hys doublencſle: 
Magulduſa a pzynce of great nobleſſe, 
Betrayſhed was foz mede to the kyng 
Called Boccus by Dꝛulus falſe wozkyng, 


What maner turmet oz what greuous payne 
Were copetent couenable oz condigne 

To him that can outwarde flatter & fayne, 
And in his hert couertly maligne: 

As Dꝛulus dyd which ſhewed many ligne 
To Magulduſa of loue and frendlyhede, 


Underneth falle treaſon hydde in dede. 
F-llll; But 
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The ſirte boke. 
How he by ſleyght came to eſtate ropall. 


But Maguldula lyke a manly knyght 
— Boccus hath hi ſelke loccoured, 
Whan he by dome was iudged agayne ryght 
Ok an olyphaunt foꝛ to be deuoured: 
Scaped krely, and after that laboured 

To acquite hym ſelte thꝛough his hie renoun 
Slew falſe Dzuſus myd of Nome toun. 


Bochas alſo men put the lacke in me 

That J was cauſe of the deſtruction 

By my contrarious mutabllyte 

Ok the notable famous Scipion, 

Which in the tyme of Senloꝛyn Caton 
Gate the triumphe foꝛ many great victozy, 
To put his name perpetually in memozy, 


Foz his merites choſe a Conſulere 

Ind chefe bychop to gouerne their cite, 

To all the Senate patron molt entere, 
Moſt famous of name and dignite, 

Saued Romapns from all aduerlite: 

Tyme? whan the werre dzedefull # diſpytous 
Gau atwene Pompey and Ceſar Julius. 


Thus whan the ſayde famous Scipton 
Was though my fauoꝛ acopted moſt notable 
Ve fro my whele ſodenly was thꝛowe doun 
Which neuer in woꝛd no2 Dede was culpable: 
But the Romains malicious and vnſtable, 
By they: hangman firſt chayned in pꝛylon, 
After racked, there gayned no raunſon, 


Thus he that had anayled them ſo ofte, 

To ſaue hym ſeife founde ſuccour on no ſyde: 
His dead body they henge it hye alofte 

Fo: a ſpectacle longe there to abyde, 

Thus geryſhly my gyftes J deupde 
Stoũdmeale nowe krende nowe aduerſary, 
Kewarde good with guerdons ful contrary, 


This was experte full well in Scipion. 
Gan with toye and ended in wꝛetchedneſſe: 
Bochas remembze make hereof mencion 
Ind of Fanaticus how TJ of gentleneſſe 
Made him aſcende to notable hye pzowelle, 
Pet bokes (aye touchyng his kynrede 
Manly of perſon, a chozle bozne in dede, 


Fo2 my diſpozte with a glad byſage 

J ſet hym vp full hye vpon my whele, 
Gaue hym lozdchyp out of low ſeruage, 
To do him fauour itlyked me full wele: 
Wherfoꝛe Bochas his ſtoꝛy euery dele 
Note it well, and in eſpectall 


By lleyghty fainyng to dyuers folke he tolde 
How that he lpake w Scirra the goddeſſe, 
At euery houre playnly whan he wolde, 
Ok pzeſumption diſcriued her lykeneſſe: 
Sayde allo how che of her goodneſſe 

Had graunted him(hys ſtate to magnyfy) 
Duryng his life a ſpirite of pzophely, 


And furthermoze the people foz to blynde 
He fantaſted by a crafte vncouth 

Within a ſhale the ſtoꝛy maketh mynde 
Ok a nut to haue fyꝛe in hys mouthe, 
Blew it ſparkling nozth and ſouthe: 
Ifky2med (wherwith folke were blent) 
It was a ſpirite to hym from heuen ſent, 


By which he wꝛought many great vertue, 
Gadꝛed people tyll he had in dede 

Two thoulande churles at hys retinue, 
Whiche after warde his purpoſe foꝛ to ſpede 
To ſyxty thouſande encreaced as Jrede: 

1 ſuffred all, ſerued hym at the tyde 

Tyll all the courte grutched at hys pꝛyde. 


Though of byꝛthe he was but a bileyne 
Role vp ok nought by ſodepne auenture, 
My gery fauour made hym to be ſeyne 
Nopal ot poꝛte, dyd hys buly cure 

To rayle hys baner ware a cote armure: 
And by gracious (uppoztacion, 
Bꝛought great people to his ſubiection. 


It the laſt my luſt gan appall 

Towarde him not bepnge fauourable, 
Down fro my whele anone J made him fal: 
Foz by Romains was ſent a great conſtable 
Called Pozpenna a pzince full notable, 
Whiche fyll on him, venquiſſhed him anone, 
Slewe # outraped his churles euerpchone. 


Him lelfe was hanged vpon an hye gybet, 
Some ol his meyny was caſt in pꝛylon, 
Thus to his pzyde J gaue a great tripet, 
And fro my whele J caſt him low doun 
In his moſte hyeſt dompnacions. (ne 
Toke nohede, where he dyd laugh oz mour- 
Fo: with no man, J do alway ſofourne, 


Bothas quod foztune, take good hede allo 
Howe J can bothe further and diſauayle, 
Fozenſampleſehowe Athenyo, 

That whylom was a ſhepherde in Itayle L 


of John Bochas 


A bꝛigaunt after marchauntes to aſſapie 
Laye in wapytebelyde a great mountayne, 
Of fugitiues he was made a captayne, 


Slewe firſt his loꝛde a ryche Senatour, 
By violence bzake many a ſtronge pzilon, 
And fo2 a tyme J gaue hym great tauour 
Teo gather robbours about him enupꝛon: 
Ill the churles of that region 

He aſſembled though his iniquite, 

To holde a werre with Rome the cite, 


Belieged caſtels bzake doun mighty tours, 
Slewe and robbed about in eche conntre, 
Spopled palayſes of mozthy Senatours, 
Tytle had he none laue tytle of volunte: 
Toke vpon hym of pꝛide and cruelte 

Fo to beclad in purple lyke a kyng, 

Bare a ſcepter amonge his men ridyng, 


Upon his head ozdayned fo2 the nones 

His golden heare treſlſed lyke an emperour, 
A coyfe enbꝛouded all ofryche ſtones, 

Me lyſt to laughe that a falſe robbour 

By (uppoztacion of my gery tauour 

Phich laſt nat longe,foz after in hozt whyle 
Js is my cuſtoine J dyd hym begple. 


I ſuffred hym and made hym fayned chere 
2s I haue doen to other mo full ofte, 

Tyll downe fro Rome was ſent a Conſulere 
Dhich toke hun pꝛoudly, a henge him alofte, 
His churles llayne, a ſome of them nat ſofte 
In cheynes bounde, foꝛ choꝛte concluſion 
Dere dempt by lawe to die in pꝛiſon. 


By whiche ſtoꝛy Bochas thou mapyſt lere 

IJ great party ot my condicion, 

But now in haſt a ſtozy thou Galt here 
Howe in the yere fro the foundacion 

Moze than lixty. C. I meane of Rome toun, 
Was a gatheryng a great company 
Together ſwoꝛne, by falſe conſpyzacy, 


Them to withd2aw fro the obeyſance 

Oka Tribune called Clodoue, 

Which foꝛ knighthode had gouernaunce 

And was ſent downe from Nome cyte 

With myghty hande to rule a great tountre 
Called Champayne, and playnlpe foz to lay 
The people there lyſt hym nat obay. 


Thze ſcoꝛe and four were ot them in numbze 
That named were cheke conſpyzatours, 


Leaf, txxi viii. 


V hiche $ caſt the their captayne to encobze 
w multitude of theues # robbours: (touts 
Whiche chaſe amonge the to be their ſuppoꝛ⸗ 
Thze mighty captapnes, of which there was 
Called Spartharcus chefeſt ofechone. (one 


Gadꝛed churles made them ſelfe ſtronge, 
On an bye hyll toke their dwellyng place, 
Hauing no regarde were it right oz wzonge 
To ſpople the countre, beaſtes to enchace: 
Icheriched them with a benigne face 

Foꝛ a ſeaſon, and gaue them liberte 

By falſe rauyne to robbe the countre. 


What thing is moze cruel in compariſon, 
And moze vengeable ot wyll a nat of ryght 
Than whan a churle hath dominationz 
Lacke of diſcretion blyndeth lo the lyght 

Ok comuners foz defaute of lyght, 

When they haue power coũtreis to gquerne, 
Fare lyke a beaſt that can nothyng dilcerne. 


Gladiatozs folkes dyd them call, 

Fo: their lwoꝛdes wer with ſtele made kyne 
Foz to fight gayne wilde beaſtes all, 

As lyons, beares, bozes, and wylde lwyne⸗ 
And the mountayne where thep dyd lyne 
Called Uenuſe, and thzough their cruelte 
Slewe and robbed about in eche countre, 


Spartharchus was their chefe captayne 
B20Ught vp of nought a bozne of low degte, 
But Claudius a mighty ſtronge Romapne 
Was ſent with power fro Rome the cite 

Foz to defende and ſaue the countre: 

The hyll beſieged befoze them as he lay 

He was rebuked, beate, and dꝛiuen away, 


Many of them that kept the mountayne 
Were hurte that day, the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Amoges which was llaine a great captayne 
That was felow bnto Spartharchus, 

Is J fynde he hight Jnomaus: . 
Foz whoſe deth was take ſo great bẽgeaũce, 
(That all the countre felt therof greuaunce. 


They of the mountapne all of one aſſent 
Without mercy o2 remiſſion, 

Moſt vengeable haue robbed and bzent 

Ill the countre about them enupꝛon, 

Tyll two Conſulers came fro Rome doun: 
The firſt of them called Lentulus, 

Both put to tight by $ ſayd 2 
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The ſirte boke 


Wherof the romayns greatly diſmayed, 
The Senatours of indignacion 

Bothe aſhamed # in them ſelte affrayed 
Sent one Craſſus a great loꝛde of the toun, 
With the nombze of a legion: 

And whan Þhe on Spartharcus fyzſtelet 
Slewe of his men, lixe. M. whan they met. 


Ind after warde beſyde a great ryuer 
Called Salayze they had a great batayle, 
Where Spartharcus ſtode in great daunger 
Fo his chere and countenaunce gan faple: 
Thurty thouſande clad in plate # maple 
Were llayne þ day,there gayned noraunſon 
All their capitayns aſſigned to pꝛiſon. 


Without all this as made is mencion 

Sixty thoulande in the felde lay dede, 

And ſire thouſande were ſent to pꝛilon: 

The felde with bloude ſtayned & made rede, 
And fourſcoze. MP.quakyng in their dzede 
Were thylke day after the romayne gyle 
Take to mercy,receyued to kraunchple. 


And Spartharcus at miſchefe put to flight, 
Wyan 4 from him turned mp vilage 

He loſte chere, he loſt allo his might 

Wyan J appalled the fyne of his paſſage: 
And loꝛ he was a churle of his lynage, 

Of his encrees J ipked nothyng wele, 
Therfoze vuwarly J caſt him fro my whele. 


Ok my maners to make a greatter pꝛele 
There was another famous greate robbour 
Which through Spapne, was a diſclaundzed 


And foꝛ he dꝛed ofiuſtice the rigour, (thete 
Truſting he chulde fynde in me (ocour 
Called Urinatus he Spapne anon fozſoke, 


And to Nome the right way he toke, 


Gadꝛed meynp ok his condycion 

Of euerp ſecte to make him ſelfe ſtronge, 
Theues and robbours ofeuery region, 
Many a churle was medled them amonge: 
Vis name tencreace were it right oz wzonge 
What euer he gate in cyte oz village, 

With his loudyours he parted the pyllage. 


Thus by my helpe he came to greate richeſſe, 
Phich bꝛought in pude and pzelumpcion, 
He nat pꝛoupded of my doubleneſſe 

Gan to maligne agayne Rome toun: 

But by the pzudence of laſt Scipion 
Sonne of Lepidus, makyng therofno boſte, 


He llapne was by them he truſted moſte. 


By whicheenſample notable of remébꝛaũce 
Shewed heretofoze John Bochas vnto the, 
Thou mapſt know in party my puyſaunce, 
My lodayne chaunges,my mutabplite: 

And foꝛ to auoyde all ambuguite 

To declare the ſumme ok myne entent, 
Great Matius to thee J do pzeſent, 


Blacke hts wede and his habyte alſo 

His heed vnkempt, his lockes hoze and grap, 
His loke dowone caſt in token ot loꝛow # wo 
On his chekes the ſalte teares lap, 

Whiche bare recoꝛde of his deadly affray: 
Wherfoze Bochas do thy pennt dꝛeſle 

To dilctyue his moztall heupnelle. 


His robe ſtayned was with romayne blode, 
His ſwozde aye redy whet to do vengeaunce 
Lyke a tyzaunt moſt furyous and wode, 

In ſlaughter # murdze ſet all his pleſaunce; 
Pet nat fozthy J gaue him gouernaunce, 
Ouer the people, role on my whele vp faſt 
But as vnwarely downe J dyd him caſt, 


Twenchim x Scilla p woful deadly ſtryueg 
At large herafter Bochas thou Galt wzyte, 
How many romapnes loſt by the their liucs 
J wyll alſo in o2dze that thou endyte, 

And if J Gall rebuke them and atwpte 

As I fronought made them in honour ſhine, 
So Jagainwarde made the in milchek fine, 


Foꝛget nat alſo, the deadly pytous fate 

Ot him that was ſo notable in his lpfe, 

I meane the great famous Mithzidate 
Wyoſe name is pet full couthe and ryfe, 

To whom J gaue a great pzerogatyfe, 
Fourty wynter. the dede was well lene, 
Agapne Romapns the werre to ſuſtene. 


Foz whiche herafter TJ gyue it the in charge 
Of Mithzidate, the ſtoꝛp ſet alonge 

Whan thou haſte leyſer @ a ſpace large, 
Remember his conqueſt # his dedes ſtronge: 
And ho we that J medled me amonge 

Fo: al his nobleſſe and his felicite, 

To peue hun parte of great aduerlite. 


Next in oꝛdꝛe after her owne choys 

Foꝛtune vntruſty vpon eche party, (thoys 
To John Bochas bothe conuaped fro Par- 
Stronge Herodes, reignyng in Parthy, 1 


of John Bochas 


Lo John (quod che) take hede of this Cozy: 
All his kinred yf it be well out ſought 
Wer by Scithies chaſed a bzought to nought 


Ind yet foꝛ al my mutabylite | 

Some of them whyle they ſtode diſpayꝛed 
J reſtozed vnto their dignite: 

Unto which whan they were repayzed, 
This Herodes was hindzed and apayzed 
By chaunges, koꝛ his hatefull pꝛide, 
Whan he leſt wende vn warely ſet aſyde, 


Suyng after within a lytle whyle 

This geryche lady of condicion, 

Gan an yll laughing falſely foz to ſmyle 
Lokyng on Bochas bzought with her doun 
A mighty pꝛince which in Rome toun 

Had in his dayes notable pꝛice and fame, 
Ill be that che expꝛeſſed nat his name. 


Bochas than his head gan downe declyne 

Seyng that pꝛynce of kace diltigured, 

Of lulpection gan to ymagyne: 

Vhan he his mynde fully hath recured 

By tertayne tokens æ (ygnes well aſſured, 
t was Pompey ſurquedous of eſtate 
YHich with Celar ſo longe was at debate, 


Diſconſolate thzough his vnhappye caas, 
His face ſoyled with water of the lic, 
Tyme whan Fotynus and cruel Xchyllas 
Dꝛowned hys body of furyous enmyte, 
His face diſfigured at the ſolempnyte 
With {ſmokes blake deadly and moztall, 
Called of clerkes the feaſt funerall. 


Codꝛus cauſed the coꝛps was bzent 

Ind conſumed into aſhes deed, 

To Ceſar after his head was bozneand ſent 
Upon a pole, hys ſtozy who lyſt rede: 

Ifter all this Bochas toke good hede 

How foztune by a maner mockery 

In ſcozne ofhym, gan thus to ſpecify, 


Up to the heauen after his deuyſe 

J gan enhaunce and encreaſe hys glozy, 
By my fauour J gaue hym many a pꝛyſe 
Conqueſt of kynges w many great victozy, 
Ind moꝛe to put his nobleſſe in memozy, 
By my luppoꝛt though his chiualty 

With Ceſar Julius to holde champarty, 


Ind while that J my fauour dyd applye 
Towarde him his victozies to allure, 


Teak. txxxit. 


His fame aroſe tyll that in Theſſalye 

gan withdzaw his party to luccoure, 
Sutkeryng his enemies make diſcomfiture 
Upon this Þompey, hynd2ed in my ſyghit 
When to Leſbog at miſchefe coke hys fiyght; 


By the ſeruauntes of yonge Tholome 
Keygning in Egypt, Pompey in his dzede 
Was take & ſlayne, he founde no helpe in me, 
I gaue him vp and lo he loſt his hede: 

pet ot my chaunges no man taketh hede, 
Noꝛ how vnlureiy J caſt my dzedefull loke, 
Daue thou art buſy to let them in thy bokc; 


Bochas aſtonied parcell ot her pꝛeſente, 
Bothe of chere, kate, and countenaunce, 

Ind this whyle hauyng his aduertence 
Thought he ſawe a maner reſemblaunce 

Ot a perſon which ſtode in great greuaunce: 
Tyll at laſt foꝛtune caſt her (yght 

Towarde Bochas, and tolde what he hyght,. 


(This is (quod ſhe)playnlp to termine 

The famous man pꝛynte of eloquence 

That gaue to Latynes þ (cole # the doctrine 
Ok Kethozike,as well of that ſcience: 

Foz whiche J wyll thou doe thy diligence 

To waite with other ofthys Tullius, 

All the tale, and gyn at Marius. 


(Theſe woꝛdes ſayde foꝛtune made an ende, 
She bete her wynges and toke her to flyght, 
J can nat ſe what way che dyd wende 
Saue Bochas telleth like an augell bꝛyght 
It her departyng ſhe chewed a great lyght: 
But aſſone as ſhe gan diſapere, 

He totze his penne and wzote as pe (hal here, 


The. ii. Chapter. 


C Howe Gapus Marius of lowe 
byzth bozne, came to hie eſtate, 
whiche blent with couetiſe, 
after many great batayls 
dyed at myſchefe. 


Ere Bochas gynneth to tell of 
the man 
Called in hys tyme Gapus 


Matius, 
Bozne at Apꝛina a caſtell of Tuſcan, 
Sonneofa carpenter the ſtoꝛpe telleth thus 
Purſued armes manly and vertuous: 
Thꝛough all Rome noz in that — 
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Tye ſixte boke. 


Was there no man holde lo ſtronge as he. 


Dilcyplyne and great ſubtylite 

He had alſo as bokes ſpecity, _ 

Pꝛudence, manhod e, and habylite 

Bothe in armes and in chyualry, 

Moſte famous holde towarde the party 
win a while, myne auctour laythe certapne, 
Chole a Tribune, and a great capitapne. 


But fro the gynnyng ok his tendꝛe age 

As hiſtoztes put in remembꝛaunce, 

He was pꝛicked ſo ſoze in his coꝛage 

By a gredy kret, of longe contynuaunce, 
Neuer to ſtaunche with none habundaunce: 
The wozlde, noꝛ foꝛtune w all their richeſſe, 
Suffyſed nat to appeaſe his gredyneſſe. 


Entring a temple he founde a diupnour, 
Counſayled him there by his diuynaple 

To entre Rome, and holde there loiour, 

BY good auice, and knightly apparayle: 
Made him pꝛomple that he choulde nat fayle 
To attayne by fauour of the commonte, 

To great office and ſtate in the cyte. 


Fauour of commons bꝛought hi to hie eſtate, 
By them recerued vnto dignyte 

Of Conſulere,albe that the Denate 

Had diſdayne of his felicite, 

Bxreaule he was bozne of lowe degre: 
Graunted tohim after by the toun 

To conquere realmes by a commiſſpon. 


He gate the pzouince,th2ough his hie renoun 
Of Numedy,as he dyd them aſſaple, 

And toke the kyng of that region 

Called Jugurtha, pzoudly in bataple: 

Foꝛ whiche empꝛiſe by marcial apparaple 

He gate ß triumphe, thꝛough þ town ryding, 
Bycaule onely foz taking ol that king, 


And foꝛ he was a perſon ſo notable 

Foꝛ many a famous ſodayne victozy, 
Namely in conqueſt pzeued pꝛofitable 
To all the cõmons, as put is in memozy, 
And foꝛ thentreate ok his renome # glozy 
By the opinyon hole of the cyte 

In his hande lay all their pzoſperite, 


Agaynea people 5ᷣ called was Cytnb2oys 
The to conquere fro Rome he was ſent doun 
Alſo agapnſt the boyſtous Tigurnoxs 
Gadzed together ok many nacion, 


All them he bꝛought to lubiection, 


Like as Komgtus had afoze deſpꝛed, 


Becaule thei had againe their town colpired, 


They toke vpon them of falſe pꝛelumption 
To paſſe all the mountaines of Jtaple, 
Firſt diſcomfited as made is mencion 

Thze Romapne dukes felly in bataple, 
Fourſcoze thouſand clad in plate and maple 
Dlapne of Romayns þ ſtozy is well knowe, 
Under the Alpes at milchefe ouerthzowe, 


This Marius of marciall auenture 

n Germany had a great batayle, 

ith Tewtobochus a gyaunt of ſtature, 
Put firſt to flyght with al his appataple: 
Foz Marius dyd hym ſo ſoze allayle 
At the chace pꝛoudly bozne to grounde, 
Maugre his might take @ in chaynes boiide, 


Marius after with his hoſte hym dꝛewe 
Towarde þ people of Cimbzoys foz to fight, 
Two hundꝛed people I fynde ofthe he llewe, 
Eight thouſand take, thze. M. put to flight; 
Kyng Bolerus a full famous knight, 
Slapne in the felde foꝛ all his great pzyde, 
Agayne Marius lyke as he dyd ryde. 


That day of Cibzoyes was al people lain! 
The women after he lyſt nat to reſerue, 

Pet they pꝛofered a wolde haue ben ful faine 
Their chaſtite deuoutly to obſerue, 

In the temple ot Ueſta foz to ſerue: 

But their requeſt foꝛ he lyſt nat here, 

With him they fought echone llapne yfere, 


Except ſome whan they ſawe none other 
Remedp, ot purpoſe they were let 

Eueriche of them to lee a murder other: 
And ſome thought allo it was bet 
Tohange them lelte vpon an hye gybet, 
Than to abyde of Marius the outrage 
Perpetually to lpue in(eruage, 


Thus Marius of thꝛe nacions | 
Thzoughhys conqueſt accoplyſhed þ victozy, 
Dith pꝛiſoners of ſundzy regions 

Entred Rome tohis encreace of glozy, 
With ſpeciall laudes notable of memoꝛp: 
Firſt the triumphe, a guerdon ſingulere, 

He tymes lyxe was cholena Conlulere. 


Thus foztune was to him fauourable 
To let him vp in wozldly dignities 102 


of John Bothas 


F02 a ſeaſon, but foz the was chaungeable 
Amonge her gyftes,and great pꝛolperitees, 


She gaue him parte of great aduerſptees: 


And ſpecially the tyme accompted, than 
Twene him # Scilla whan the werre gan, 


Lucius Scilla abyding in Champapne 

m—_ at Rome tho pzeſent, | 
han the deuyſion gan atwene the twayne 

Eche to other contrary of entent, 

Melancolous and impactent, 5 

Whiche ol both the ſtoꝛy wel conceyued) 

To gouerne, (ould ſoneſt be receyued, 


All ſodaynly were it right oz wzonge 
Toward Rome takinge his paſſage, 
Agapne Marius to make him ſelte tronge 
Gan ſlee and burne, and ol great outrage 
Wylfull,and haſty, furpous of cozage 

Fo: lodaine comming and vnware violence, 
Igayne him found no relyſtence, 


Two mighty batayls he dyd with him lede, 
Entryng the cite gan thzough þ wal mpne, 
Wyth one batatle faſt gan him ſpede 

To paſſe the gate called Aquylyne, 

That other gate named was Colpne: 

At whole entr ing by recoꝛde of the boke, 
Scilla by ſtrength the capitople toke: 


But whan Marius had knowlegyng _ 
That Scilla had ſo great power # might, 
Without areſt oz lenger abydyng 

In to a maryſhe, Gapus anonright 

With all his people toke ſodainly his flyght: 
fet out by ſtrength, coude hym nat defende, 
Sciila after to pꝛilon dyd him lende. 


Thus the pꝛoweſſe foz a whyle ſlept 

Of Marius lyingin pzyſon, 

Scilla that tyme the capitople kept 
Zyerby all Kome Code in lubiection: 

Ind of hatred in haſte he ſent down 

A ſturdy chozle to Marius in his dzede 
Wyhyle he lap bounde to ſmyte of his heade. 


This chozle wel compacte of bꝛaune a bones 
Set of purpole Marius foz to oppꝛeſſe, 

Fox his ſtrength oꝛdayned foz the nones: 

To the pꝛiſon the chozle gan him faſt dꝛeſſe 
Where Marius was fettred in diſtreſſe, 
Fully in purpoſe without moze delay 

To behead him in pztſon there he lay, 


Loſing hym firſt Iying on his courhe 
And Marius roſe vp lyke a man, 


The choꝛle tearfull to (mite him oꝛ to touche, 


And Marius full pꝛoudly tho begai 

To entre a place beſide of a woman, 
Founde an aſſe there of auenture _. 
Upon whole backe the lee he gan recure. 


Towarde Affrike there he fonde paſſage, 
By enpziſoning though he were wext fapnt 
Pet there abode ſtyl in his coꝛage 

Yye wozthpneſſe, with pzudence meynt: 
Whichin his perſon were nat queynt 
Agayne the malyce to make a countertayle 
Ok pꝛoude Scilla, the malyce efte taſſaple. 


Of Itaple rode thꝛough the countre, 
Toke his voyage thzough Rome tou, n 
Wyth four batayls entred the cyte, 
Dire hundꝛed knightes by computacion 
Slane in the felde as made is mention: 
Where men may ſe,who lyſte loke aferre 
What domage diuyſion dothe in werre; 


Firſt by the manhode ol this Marius 
In this diuyſion the ſtoꝛy who lyſt rede, 
The great Conſull called Octauius 
Loſte his head and his lyfe in dede, 
Upon a pole while it dyd blede: 

Was cruelly pzeſented of entent 

Befoze the iudges, ſytting in iugement. 


Ok whole death ſome of them were fapne, 
Some ſoꝛp of loue as they were bounde, 
Ind in this werre Merula was ſlapne 
Pꝛieſt in the temple, lyke as it is founde, 
Ok Jupiter, with many moztal wounde : 
The romapne flapne Þ called was Craſſus, 
With fyze conſumed was pzoude Catullusg:; 


All his enemyes Marius dydencombze 
Which agayne him by conſpyzacion 

Were aſfented with a ful greatnombze 

In their auiſe foz to haue put him doun, 
Take from him his dominacion: 

But he abode the turment and the choures, 
Strong to codempne al his colpyzatours 


Sire times afozne reherſed here 
Ok condicion though he were diſpytous, 
De was choſen lo oft conſulere 

Tyll foztune gan were enupous, 
Agayne this layd cruell Marius 


the Senate w al the chyualry 
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The ſirte boke 


To grutche agayne his hatefull tyzanny, 


Jn this time the ſtoꝛy maketh mynde 
Damaſippus a Pzetoz ofthe toun 
Frendly to Marius a helpyng as J fynde, 
Under a hadowe of deception 

Unto their cite fo2 to do treaſon, 

Caulyng four Romapns come in fere 
Tofoze Marius a certayne dap tapere. 


And their names to put in memoꝛy 
ScCcuola, Carto, and Domicius, 

The fourth of them as layth the ſtoꝛ y 

Called in Rome the voyſe Intiſtius, 
Together allembled tofoze Marius: 

He of rancour agayne iudgement oz lawe, 
Made the be layn,# thzough the cite dꝛawe. 


Their bodies after were in Tybꝛe caſt 

By cruelte of the ſapde Marius, 

All this while the cruell werre laſt 

Twene him and Scilla, tyl duke Cöpaneus 
Came to the party hardy and diſpitous 

To helpe Scilla their baners firſt diſplayed, 
Whecof all Rome was ſodapnly aftfrayed, 


At the gate that called was Collatyne 
Marius and Scilla had a great bataple, 
Four ſcoꝛe thouland the numbze to termyne 
On Matias ſide llapne, it is no faple: 
Scilla victozious with marcial apparayle 
Entring the towne agayne his othe parde, 
Thae thouland citezins llew of that cite. 


Ol folke diſarmed and naked in the towne 

They nouther ſpared olde noꝛ ponge of age, 

The cruell murdzers walkynge vp # downe 
' By Scilla ſent in that moztall rage: 

Tyll Catullus a pꝛynce fall in age 

Sapde vnto Scilla we can no difference 

Twenerebellion noꝛ atwene innocence, 


We murder and llee without exception 
Bothe hie and low holdyng no manere, 
Againe all knighthode to myne opinion 

We do pꝛocede in our conqueſt here, 

Our title is loſt the triumphe to requere 
Ot hie pꝛoweſſe, whan we can nat oblerue 
No ditkerence to llee noz to relerue. 


- w 


And in this while of hatefull cruelte 

Scilla contrined letters diffamable, 

Wherby fiue hundzed out of that cite 

Were fallly baniſhed citezins notable, 
1 


Agayns them he was ſo vntreatable 
All their goodes atchet ed in that rage, 
Of auaryce and of falle pyllage. 


Another romayne named 2 arivs 
Bꝛother to Marius of who tokoze J tolde, 
Foz dꝛede of Scilla fled and toke anhous 
Which vnto Gotes was let vp foz a folde, 
Founde and rent out in his dayes olde, 
With coꝛdes dzaw no reſcue might him laue, 
Ok cruell vengeaunce to Catullus graue. 


Where Scilla made by cruell iudgement 
With a charpe (wozde fozged fozto byte, 
After time his eyen were out rent 

Bothe at ones his handes of to ſmyte: 

His head of ſmit no raũſom might hi quyte, 
Set on a pole it woulde be none other, 
Ind ok dilpight lent vnto hys bꝛother 


To Marius of whome J ſpake nowe right, 
The great duke lo mighty and ſo huge: 
Which had afoze take him to the flight 

Foz feare of Stilla in that moztal deluge, 
Into a titie to finde there refuge, 

Called Pꝛeneſte ther ſtanding in gret d2ede, 
Namely when he behelde his bzothers hede, 


Foꝛaſmuch as he no ſuccour fonde 
Diſpayzed this was hys purpoſe, 

To llee him ſ(elfe with his owne honde 

In thilke place where he was kept cloſe, 
Dꝛe we out hys (wozde and vp anone he role 
Cõſtrained his leruaũt in that ſodain affray, 
Smit ok his head the lelle lame day. 


Men ſay howe death is fyne of all miſchefe, 
Ende of aduerſite that dothe wzetches tary, 
Foztune here maketh another pzefe 

In Marius howe che her courſe gan vary, 
Bp an euidence hateful and contrary, 

To cqhew her malyce and vngoodlyheed 
Agayne this duke, alas, whan he was deed, 


This froward lady of malyce moſt vegeable 
han her lyſt furioulſly to raue, 

And ſhew her lelke cruell and vnſtable, 

To none eſtate ſhe lyſt no regarde haue: 
Cauſed Marius to be take out of his graue 
By cruell Scilla, in ſtoꝛy it is feunde, 

His valy carayne\myt on peeces rounde. 


And after moze to hew hys cruelte 
Marius Goulde haue no burping * nk 
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Caſt his carayne of cankred enmyte 

Jnto Tybze there was none other grace? 
Lo thus can foztune foz her folke purchace, 
By whiche example touchyng Marius, 

Ok woꝛldly chaunges Bochas waiteth thus, 


Maketh in this chapter a diſcription 

Firſt what thing is very gentleneſſe, 

To let a pzefe and a pzobacion 

Nothyng attayneth vnto hie nobleneſſe 

But the clere chinyng ok vertuous clenneſſe: 
Which may nat hewi hie noz low parage, 
But where it groweth out of a pure cozage. 


Woꝛldly power, oppꝛeſſion, tyꝛannp, 

Erthly treaſure, golde, ſtones noz rycheſſe. 
Be no meanes vnto gentry 

But ik vertue rule their hye pꝛoweſſe: 

Foꝛ where vyces haue entteſſe 

In hie byꝛthe, meane, oꝛ low kynrede, 
Deme no man gentle but onely by his dede. 


822 places of ſtone # metall w2ought 
ith galaryes o: ſtately cloyſters rounde, 
Gentilneſſe noꝛ nobleſſe is nat ſought, 

No in ſelers noꝛ in vautes rounde, , 
But onely there wher vertue doth habounde: 
Curpous clothes noꝛ great poſſeſſto1s 
Maketh nat a man gentle, but condycions. 


Phyloſophers conclude in their entent 

Ind all theſe woꝛthy famous olde auctours 
No man may quethe in his teſtament 
Gentilneſſe vato his (ucceſſours, 

Of wycked wede come no holſome flours: 
Concluding thus ofgood men # of chzewes, 
Call eche man gentle after his good the wes. 


Duke Marius of whom J ſpake tofozne 
Ok naturecthe ſtoꝛy beareth wytneſſe) 

Is by diſcent pooze and nedy bozne, 

By diſpoſycyon of cozagyous nobleſſe 

Had in his perſs wyt, ſrength, # hardyneſſe; 
Under all this there dyd his herte myne 

A woꝛme of auaryte his woꝛzchyp to decline. 


What bayleth plenty, 5 neuer may ſuffyſez 
Oz what the flode that ſtauncheth no thurſt; 
Oz what an appetyte which euer doth aryſe 
Ilwapy to eate, and euer to eate hath luſtz 
Ofcankred hungre lo fretyng is the ruſt 
That the riuer of Tantalus in his rage 

Ok gredp etykes the fret may nat aſſwage. 
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Ok Marius pe haue herd the ende 

His wotul fall and his vnhappy caas, 

In to fate, howe he dyd wende: 

Howe wyl J folow myne auctoꝛ Bochas, 
Nowe vnto him thze Cleopatras 

With loke downe caſt,wofuil face x chere, 
All atones dyd to him appere, 


The fyꝛſt of them by pꝛoceſſe of wziting 
Had thze huſbandes,Bochas dotherpzeſſe, 
Wedded in youth to Aliſaundze the kyng, 
Called zebenna a pꝛince of great nobleſle: 
After that foꝛ her great fayzeneſſe, 

She wedded was vnto Demetrius, 

And laſt of all to kyng Yntyochus, 


Ok her thꝛee huſbandes woful auenture, 
And of het ſonnes great vnkyndneſſe 
Bochas afoze hath done his buly cure 
Curyouſly the maner to expzeſſe, 

Which to reherce agapne were ydelneſſe, 
Syth all the pꝛoceſſe here tofoze is founde, 
Ok the firſt, and eke of the lecounde 


Which wedded was to kyng Tholome 
Lyke as afoze eke made is mencion, 
Bothe of their ioye and their aduerlyte, 
The firſt layne by dzinkyng of poylon, 
And the ſeconde to her confuſion 

By Euergetes were che wo oꝛ fayne, 
Was with her thylde lerued Þ was ſlapne. 


The thyꝛde wedded was to kyng Criſpus 
Slayne in a temple by full great outrage, 
Foz dꝛede and ſhame gan wer? furious 
To ſaue her lelfe knewe none auauntage, 
Saue che enbzaced of Jupiter an ymage: 
In the ſtozy as here tofoꝛe is founde, 

Oz che was dead ſuffred many a wounde 


& (The.tit, Chapter; ? 


z hoe king Mithzidate bode. bit. yere in 
wyldernes, had great turmentes bothe on 
lea and lande. by his blode bꝛoughte tg 
bttraunce, ſlewe him ſelke with 
a ſwoꝛde. 
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The ſixte boke. 


Upon the duke called Mithzidate, 

Firſt reherce the great vnzyndlye hate 
Ok them that were his tutours as A tede, 
Him to deſtroy by allent ot his kyntede. 


Which of purpoſe dyd hys death pꝛouide 

By many vncouth traunge occaſion, 
In his tender youth firſt they made him ride 
Upon an hozſe wylder than a lyon, 

Ot purpoſe onely foz his diſtructton: 

But al be ſo that he was yonge of age, 

The hoꝛle he ruled in all his moſt rage» 


Nat ok doctrine but euen ok nature 

He was viſpoſed connyngly to ryde, 

Ouer him the mayſtry to recute 
Maugre the hozle of wyt he was his gyde: 
What way he toke fozwarde oz aſyde 

He daunted him, where ſo euer he rode 
Bꝛidled him and on his backe he bode. 


His owne kyn and his next alyes | 

Mott laboured to bꝛyng hym to miſcheke 
With venomous dꝛynke, let on hym elpyes 
At good leyſer as doth a couerte thefe, 

Ot their fell poyſon foz to make a pꝛeke, 

In their entent this is well couthe, 

Bim to murder in hys tender pouthe. 


But whan þ he apperceyued their treaſon, 
To ſaue him ſelfe made great oꝛdinaunce, 
Anone as he gan haue lulpection 

Of thepꝛ bnkindly hatefull purueyaunce, 
Foz remedies made cheutſaunce: 

Was pꝛouided their malyce to decline 

By many notable pꝛoued medicine. 


Ind their malxce pꝛudently to eſchue 

Is remembꝛed whyle he was yonge of age, 
With certayne frendes which p dyd hym (ue 
He diſpoſed of cuſtome hys cozage 

To hunt and chaſe beaſtes moſt ſauage: 
Under that colour he dyd it foꝛ a wpyle, 
Ferre fro his countre tabſent him foz a whyle 


Ok one coꝛage, one heart. and one chere 
Suffred manly,toke none heupnelle, 
In delertes ſpace of ſeuen yere 
monge hye hylles bode in wylderneſſe, 
et in Alia, the ſtoꝛy beareth witneſſe: 
Founde no lodgyng traſyng the countrees, 
Saue in cauernes, æ great holowe trees. 


The boke remembzeth how that his diet 


Were beaſtes wylde enchaſed w great might 
Fled ydleneſſe elchewed all quiete, 

And lytle ſlepe ſuftiſed him at nyght: 

BY exercile his body was made lyght 
There was nouther, whan hym lyſt purſue, 
Harte noz hynde Þ myght his hande eſchue, 


He nouther dꝛad tygers noꝛ lyons, 

He was ſo lwilte, tho they dyd hym aſſaple: 
Lyke of ſtrength to olde champions 

No wylde beaſt of great noz (male entayle 
Telcape his hande might not countreuaple: 
It he were warte, early outher late, 

So great ſwiftneſſe had this Mithzidate. 


Amonge he had in armes erercyſe, 
Amonge to tournay and ren on hozſebacke, 
All dilicate fare he dyd alſo diſpyſe 

Ok gredy exceſſe in him there was no lacke: 
A nighter tyme his ſlepe full oft he bzake 
Stoundmeaie the hourcs foz to marke, 
In the daunyng role vp oz the lar ke. 


The ſpace accompliched fully of ſeuen pere 
He is repayzed home to hys countre, 
Shewed hym ſelfe of manhode and of chere 
Full like a night, his ſtozy who lyſt ſe; 
Wyerot his enemies aſtonied be, 

Caught of hys coming in hert a maner dꝛede 
Suppolyng afoze that he was dede. 


In whole abſence his wyfe Leodyces 
Conceyucd a chude( as made is mencion) 
Foz the diffame ſhoulde nat come in pꝛees 
Him toz to murder che ſought occaſion, 
Fully in pur pole to llee hym by poyſon: 

Ok which detautes her loꝛde was nat fapne; 
Knowing the trouth made her to be ſlapne, 


Toke on him after many knightly dede 
Firſt toconquere all Paflagonye 

By the helpe of wozthy Nychomede 
That tyme called kyng of Bithinye, 
Togyther aſſured to be of one alye: 

In loſſe o2 lucre foztune to be theyꝛ gyde 
And therto {wozne neuer to deupde. 


To Mithridate Legates weredowne ſent 
Fro the Romains. him lowly requiryng 
That he woulde lyke to their entent, 
Pang anye reſtoꝛe to their kyng, 

ch he had wonne the cite aſſaplyng: 


But he lyſt nat aduertiſe their pꝛapere, a 
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Noꝛ on no parties their requeſtes here. 


He dꝛed nat their thꝛetes noꝛ manaces, 
Gate pꝛoudly after the lande of Galatyve 
In his conqueſt wan many other places, 
Capadoce toke to hys partye, 

Slew their kyng ok hatred and enupe, 
Ariarectes a full manly man, 

And in this wyle his conqueſt he began, 


Igayn thaſſuratice twene him # Nichomede 
All ſodaynly he gan fall at debate, 

Thought he wolde warrey hym in dede 
Betcaule that he pompous and elate 

In Capadoce toke on hym theſtate 

To teygne as kyng agayns his entent, 

He nouther being of tounlaple noꝛ aſſent, 


pet Nychomede oz they gan debate 

Had longe afoze to his owne encrees 

The luſter wedded of ß Mithzidate, 

Whan they as bzethzen lyued in reſt # pees: 
Ind che alſo was called Leodices, 

Hauyng two ſonnes boꝛne foꝛ to ſuccede 
After dilceaſe of the layde Nychomede, 


And by pꝛoceſſe theſe ſayde childꝛen twayne 
In Capadote by helpe of Mithzidate, 
Claymeda tytle iuſtly foz to attapne 

Unto the trowne, their father died but late: 
Foz which they gan felly to debate, 

Tyll Mithzidate fallly gan contriue 

His two neuewes vngoodly to depꝛiue. 


All Capadoce he toke into hys hande, 

Vis owne lonne he hath crowned kyng, 
Capadociens by aſſent of al the lande 

Gan dtlobey of purpoſe his wozkyng: 

Whan the Komains conſidzed all thys thyng 
Artaberzanes in haſt they ſentdoun 

Gapne Mithzidate to kepe that region. 


The ſonne of who fro the they haue refuſed, 
Out of their kyngdome gan him to enchace, 
Foz they ſẽpte theit fraunchyſe was abuſed 
To lee a fozaine occupie that place: 
Mithzidate gan newly them manace, 

And toke with him to ſuſtapne his partye 
Tygranes the kyng ol Armenpe. 


Artabarzanes that was fro Rome ſent 

To Capadoce, to helpe them and counſaple, 
Ok Mithzidate knowyng the entente 

Howe he came downe pꝛoudly hym taſſayle, 


With Tygranes, ſet in the firſt batayle: 
Ol Capadoce that al the reg ion 
Was bzought that day to theyz ſubiection. 


Thus Mithꝛidatehauyng his entent 
In choꝛt time countreys conqueryng, 
Was mightieſt pꝛince of all the ozient, 
And in tho dayes one the greateſt kyng: 
Ind as it is remembꝛed by wzityng 

De delyted moſt in aſtronompe, 

In ſoꝛtilege, and in lozcerpe. 


And with all theſe he dyd hys buſp ture 
Foz to lerne bncouth concluſpons, 

And lecretes ſought out by nature, 
Knewe the langages of diuers regions, 
Ok two and twenty (undzy nacions: 

And helde women many more than one, 
Loued Yipſycrata aboue them euerychone, 


To the Romains this manly Mithzidate 
As bokes olde recozde of hym and lapne, 
Upon a day of very cruell hate 

Thꝛough all Aſpa he bad that eche Romayne 
Shouldeof his men mercileſſe be ſlapne: 
Twenty thouſand? he ſle we eke ou a dap 
Of Nomain marchãtes, durſt no mi (ay nay, 


To him he dꝛewe diuers nacions 
Toencreace his party by puiſſaunte, 
Kymbzots, Gallois, with other regions, 
Boſtoꝛnois toke to his aliaunce, 

With ſtraũge people made his acquaintaũce: 
Where that euer he rode nye oꝛ ferre 

With them of Rome foz to holde werre. 


In Grete alſo he gate manpe an ple, 

All Cyclades to his ſubiection, 

Con quered lo that within a whyle 

Ol Athenes he gate the famous toun: 
But when Romains knewe his entencion 
They ſent Scilla in a furtous hete 

With Mithzidate in Grece foz to mete; 


Archelaus which that was conſtable 
Leading the hoſt of kyng Mithzidate, 
Gan agayne Scilla truſtynge he was able, 
Maugre the Romains with him to debate: 
As they met in their furious hate, 

Belide Oꝛthonia of Grece agreattowne, 
Ok Archelaus þ party was bzought downe, 


There gan Scilla tobe victoꝛious 
Gapne Mithzidate, and by = violence 
oils 
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Gate al Epheſiea kyngdome ful famous, 
Rode thꝛough Alye,founde noreliſtence: 

By his knighthode and manly pꝛouidence 
Capadoce,and Bithinpe ebe alto 

To Komain handes he gate them bothe two. 


When Mithꝛidate percepued hath this thinge 
How the coqueſt of Scilla toke encrees, 
Inone he caſt without longe tariynge 

Fo: a tyme with him to haue a pees, 

Okt hie wildome he was nat retcheles 

To diſſimule tyll he founde time and ſpace 
In double foztune to finde better grace, 


Abode his tyme. kept hym ſelfe cloſe, 
Cyll ye founde lay let lyke hys opinion, 
Ja this while of auentute aroſe 

Within Rome a great diſcencton, 

Twene two Conlules being in that toun: 
Which to appeaſe by hys auctozite, 
Scilla came vp agapne to the cite. 


When Mithzidate his abſence dyd eſpp, 
To his purpolſe founde opo2tunite, 
Gadꝛed people and with his chtualry 

A ſiege layde vnto Cy31te the cite 

Ok all Alye moſte of auctoaite: 

Tyll Lutullus a myghty Conſulere 

To bꝛeke the liege appꝛoche gan full nere. 


Mithꝛidate had on fyue captayns 

Tofoꝛe the towne made a diſcomfiture, 
Ok hie diſpyte he had to Romayns: 

But Lucullus the damages to recure, 

To encloſe his enemies dyd hys buſy cure, 
To his mynours gaue anone in charge 
About the ſiege to make a diche full large. 


They within had knowledgyng 

By cer tayn tokens of all theyz gouernaunce, 
Whervpon they made no taripng 

To caſt a wap foꝛ their delyueraunce: 
Mithzidate leyng their ozdinaunce 

Ok hie pzudence to eſcape away beſyde, 

And at the liege lyſt nolenger abyde, 


Lucullus then the myghtp Conſuler 
Purſued after, ſlew of hys meyne 

Such amultitudz that Iſopus the ryner 
Was made with blode lyke the reed ſe, 

w winde # tempeſt fozdziuen allo was he: 
And when he ſaw no ſuccour in the lande, 
To chyp he went w ſtrong and mighty hand. 


The lixte boke 


He founde foztune cruell adnerſary 

On lande and le this wozthy Mithzidate, 
And Neptunus made the lee contrary 
Agayns him his puyſſaunce to abate: 
What Gall men call it, influence oꝛ fate: 
So (odaynly a pꝛynte of hye renowne 
Fro bye nobleſſe to be plounged downe. 


Fo: any miſchefe he kept aye one viſage 
This Mithꝛidate, and lothe was foz to plye, 
Oz foz to bowe, ſo ſtronge was hys cozage: 
But efte agapne goth with hys chiualry 
Towarde Adꝛaſtus an hyll of Atmenp, 
Where as Pompep beſet hym enupzon, 
Sent fro Nome to his diſtruction. 


Mithꝛidate makyng his lodgyng place 
Under that hyll, when it dꝛew to nyght 
The troubly heuen wethũdzing gan manace, 
The firy leuyn dyꝛtzed hath hys ſyght, 

The cloudy mone eclipſed of her lyght 
Aſtonied hym by vnware violence, 

That he ſtode confuſe of all pzouydence, 


He was by tempeſt and bnware derkeneſſe 
Almoſt made wery ofhys wofull lyfe, 

Pet J fyndeof very kyndneſſe 

Yipſicrata whiche that was hys wyfe, 
Nouther foz werre noꝛ no moztall ſtryte 
Leſt him neuer,diſguyſed of vyſage 
Folowed him araped as a page, 


Pet in hys moſt moztall heupneſſe 

Whan cloudy foztune gan him moſt manace, 
Okhis coꝛage the naturall quickeneſſe 
Appaled nat, noz temeued from his place, 
So hie pꝛoweſſe dyd hys heart enbzace: 
Nat diſpayzed foz no ſodapne fall, 

Ok condicion he was ſo marciall, 


In token wherofhe ſtandyng at miſchefe 
Chaunged nouther chere no2 countenaunce, 
Aneuidence anda full great pzefe 

Of manly fozce and heartelp aſſuraunce, 
Defipng foztune with all her varyaunce, 
Whan that he founde to hys diſtruction 
Ok diſpayze greateſt occaſion, 


With hym he had a baylifeas J fynde 
Called Caſtoz,whiche of condicion 

Was to his loꝛde falſe and eke bikynde, 
And conſpired agayne him falſe treaſon: 
In token wherof vp to Rome toun 

Yys loꝛdes childzen ponge x tender of = 
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Lyke a theke, he ſent them in hoſtage, 


One of his ſonnes he murdꝛed by treaſon, 
Which Pithzidate toke ful ſoze at herte, 
Another ſonne as made is mencion 

Falſe to his father, which wha he did aduerte 
Che vakyndneſſe made him loꝛe ſmerte: 

Fo of all vyces hoztly to conclude, 

Wozlt of al is hatefull ingratitude. 


This ſame childe of whom J make mynde 
Called Pharnar,whych agayne nature 
To his father traptour and vakynde, 

Ind his purpole agayne hym toxecure, 
In al hat dyd his buſy cure 

Foz to accomplyſhe his purpoſe in party, 
Dꝛewe to him hole his fathers chyualry, 


vy lleight # mede whã he was made ſtrong, 
He beſieged his farher rounde aboute, 

Unto nature me ſemeth he dyd w2ong 

Co put his father in ſo great a dout: 
Byndneſle was ferre ſhyt wythout, 

Whan the ſonne wyth hate ſet a fy2e, 
Agapne his father fallly dyd conſpyze, 


Wyth multitude his father was conſtrayned 
Maugre hys myght in to a toure to flee, 
Yys ſonne vakynde hath at him diſoatned, 
Ind yet foꝛ al his ſtraunge aduerlite 

Of his coꝛage the magnanimite 

In his perſon ſtode hole, lyſt not vary 
Though foztune was to hym contrarys 


pet myne auctour Bocas beareth recoꝛde 
That Michꝛydate if it would haue be, 
Requpꝛed his ſonne to be at accoꝛd, 

Ind ſet alpbe al olde contrariouſte: 

But he bnkpnde indurate was parde, 
Euer krowarde, malycious of cozage, 
So diſpoſed from his tende age. 


So that the kyng Mithꝛydate alas, 
Was ouercome by vnkyndeneſſe, 

That neuer afoze in no maner caas 
Stode diſmayed: but of hye pꝛoweſle 
Kept aye one face all paſſions to repꝛeſſe, 
This vertue fozce by martial doctrine 
Fo2 none aduerlite ſuffred hym declyne, 


Ende ofhis werres a his moztall ſtryues 

Ok his debates and dilcencions, 

Dys concubines, his daughters, æ hys wines 
By meane onelp of certayne pocions 


Teat.cxlili. 


Slewe them al, by dꝛinkynge of poyſong: 
Foz he not woulde, the caulẽ todyſcriue, 
Aktet his death they oulde byde on lyue. 


Dys owne death of moꝛtall fell rygour 
Compaſſed afoze thus he gan deuyſe, 
Made a french knyght p was a ſoudiour 
With a charpe ſwozde in ful cruel wyſe 

To renhim thzough, wherby the fraũchyſe 
Conſerued was, his purpoſe to fulfyl 


He woulde not dye but by his owne wyll, 


Lo here the ende of kyng Mithzidate, 

Let pꝛinces all of his deth take hede 

Howe recheleſly he paſſed in to fate, 

Ind by aſſent made his herte blede: 

Ind Bochas here who lyſt hys boke to rede 

Playnly reherſynge but in woꝛdes fewe, 

To wozldely pzinces doth his cocepte ewe , 

N Towarde heauen doo youre hertes 
dzeſſe, 

Of your memozy turne bp the byſages 

Wyer iop is euer.peace.conco2de,# gladneſſe, 

True armonpe, æ celeſtiall (wetnes: 


Counterpayle in your remembꝛaunte 
LOozldly chaunges, foztunes variaunce, 


Aduertile the moztal fell outrages 

Of blody werres impoſlible to repzes, 
Whyle falſe enup wyth his furious rages 
Jnſondzy realmes hath ſo great entres, 
Slaughter murdze, deuiſion, falſenes 
Which conſcience haue bꝛought to bttraũce 
Thzough loden chaunge of wozldly variaũce 


Reken vp pꝛinces that ſatehye on ſtages 
What was the fyne of their ropall noble ſle⸗ 
Oz of tirauntes reken bp the blody wages: 
Sodaine laughter guerdoned their wode- 
Mithudate can beare hereof wytnes, nes: 
By blode vnkynde bzought vnto bttraiice, 
Chꝛough ſoden chaũge of woꝛldly vatiaunce. 


CLenuoye, 
Pghty pzynces lyfte vp pour cozrages 


Pzynees remembꝛe vpon the golden age 


han Saturne ruled p wozlde in rightwil⸗ 
Next Jupiter foz peoples auaũtage (nes, 
The ſulueren woꝛlde conlerued in clennes, 
Which Mars hath nowe turned to feines, 
Made it teelen wl woꝛde dagger #launce, 
w. iiii. Though 
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The ſirte boke. 


Thꝛough ſoden chatige of woꝛldly variauce, 


Of Mithzidate regeſtre the vyages, 
Conſpired poyſons taffray his pꝛoweſſe, 
On land and lee tempeſtious paſſages, 

By cõſtraynt bode. vii. yere in wildernelſe, 
Ok his wandꝛynge payle the vnlykernes, 
Hys ende mylchefe, knewe no auopdaunce 
Gayn wozldly thaũge noz foꝛtũes variaàũce. 


Jfneglygece haue bzonght you in rerages 
Towarde God, oz he reken in ſtreyghtneſle 
Let reaſon medle foz yon to lay hoſtages 
Compaſſyon,mercy,partynge of almelle, 
Towarde heuen to ſuppozt your febleneſſe, 
LOhan your merites (hal paile in balaunce 
Of woꝛldly chaüges x foztunes variaunce. 


Deth ſpareth nother hye noz lowe lynages, 
Daue mynde heron foz any recheleſnes, 
Tranſitozy be here pour pylgrimages 

Set with bꝛigãts vawarely you toppꝛeſſe: 
But of pꝛudence by great aupleneſſe, 

Myth pzouydence pꝛeſerue pour puyſſaunce, 
Gayn woz1dly chaũge tt foztunes variaunce, 


The. iiii.chapter. 


z howe Eucratydes kynge of Sythie was 
ſlapne by Demetrius, and after his 
carayne caſt to houndes. 
Ext in oꝛdꝛe to Bochas dyd apere 
Ig wokul pꝛince that put hym lelfe in 
AKeignyng in Sithia, his ſtoꝛp doth 
vs lere, 
The name ol whom was Eucratides: 
But to diſturbe his quiet and his pees 
Igayne him plainly as J fynde 
Came Demetrpus ö myghty kyng of Inde. 


Of whom the power and the byolence 

To Eucratides was very impoztable, 
Belieged firſt,and fozlacke of defence 

Take at milſchefe, his fone not mercyable 

Foz Demetrius was on hym lo vengeable, 
VWhan he was layne Win his owne botides, 
Made the carayne be caſt out to p houndes , 


Not wychſtandinge he was a woꝛthy kynge 
Boꝛne of hye blode luch was his auenture, 
Demetrius ſonne aboue al erthly thynge 
Dated hym, by recoꝛde of Scripture, 

Of rancoure denyed hys lepulture: 


And foꝛ the matter is hateful and contrary, 
On his ſtozy J wyll no lenger tary, 


The. b. Chapter. 


CHowe Herodes kyng of Parthops werred 
wyth Komains, whych after his ſonne 
and heyze was flayne , made hys 
baſtarde ſonne kynge 5 anon 
after ſle we his father. 


kynge 
DI 3 purpoſe my ſtyle to tranſpozte, 
N full olde pzince,had in his liuing 
Sonnes twapne bokes (o repozte, 
Which in his age dyd him moſt comfozte; 
Mithaidate was the eldeſt brother, 
And Herodes called was that other. 


Mithꝛidate by reaſon of hys age, 

Yys father dead dyd after him ſuccede, 
Which baniſhed was foz tiranny # outrage, 
Afterwarde foz miſchefe and foꝛ nede 

In to Babylon he toke his flyght foz dꝛede: 
The people anone after his partyng 

Ok Jndignacion made hys bzother kynge. 


Thus came Herodes to eſtate royal, 
Purſued hys bꝛother in to Babilon, 
Layde a ſiege rounde aboute the wall, 
They to him pelded vp the toun: 

Thus was hys bꝛother brought to cofuſion 
Akoꝛe the caſtell wythout lenger date, 
Made ſmpte of the head of Pithzidate, 


Jn Parthois after he toke poſſeſſion, 

Thus pong Herodes of volũte and pzide 
Gan a werre agayne them of Rome toun, 
Whom to wſtande they lyſt not longe abyde 
The colull Craſſus cam down to theyz ſyde, 
Comatided was ſhozt pꝛoceſſe fo2 to make 
TowardPÞParthois hys voltage foz to take. 


Craſſus lyſt not to entre in that reme 

Left Parthois the ſtoꝛy dothe deuple, 
Tokehis waye towarde Jeruſalem 

To tate there a ſolempne empzyſe, 

In the temple, onelp of couetiſe, 

Toke there agayne the tytle of ryghtwyſnes 
Up al their treaſour # their great ryches, 


By which he gate in diners regions 
Great maltitude to hold vp his party, 


Led wyth hym cleuenlegyons: 4 
o⸗ 


of John Bochas 


(Towarde Parthois faſt gan him hye: 

By hys letters pzoudly gan dety 

The layd Herodes, wyth great apparaple. 
Myd his countre pzofred him battayle, 


The next moꝛowe whi Craſſus toke þ felde, 
To him was bꝛought of blacke a cote arinure 
Which whan his knightes auiſedly beheld 
Deinpt it a token of biſcomfiture, 

Foz in contrary Komayns do their cure 
Whan their capitaine hal fighte oz be hed, 
His cote armur is outher white ozred, 


Another token frowarde to beholde, 

The fy2\t Egle beate in his banere 

Aliſo ſoone as men dyd it vnfold, 
Contrariouſly he tourned loke and chere, 
The back to Craſſus folke ſawe ß ſtode nere: 
I pzonoſtyke to Romayns ful certaine 
Howe foztune to them was that daye againe. 


By the ud paſſinge of Eufrates, 

w vaware tempeſtes hys ſtanderdes echone 
Ju to the ryuer were caſt amonge the pꝛees, 
To reken tyem all vpryght ſtode not one: 
Wyerok aſtoyned they wold no further gone, 
Theſe pꝛouoũpkes made them ſo afrayed 
Lyke men in hert diſpaired and dilmaied. 


Of thele tokens Craſſus was recheles 

The pzonoſtykes allo he 5yd dyſpyle, 

Toke vpon him to paſſe Eufrates 

To entre Parthoys onely foz couetile: 

To whom Herodes ſendeth in thys wyle 
That hys commynge was moze fo2 pyllage 
Than foz knyghthode, manhode, oz cozage, 


Il the power of Parthoys tho came downe 
With many Pꝛelecte a men of great courage, 
Igapne Craſſus # them of Rome towne, 
LOhich as J toldeabode on their pyllage, 
That turned after to their great domage: 
The lonne of Craſſus flayne in that fray, 
His father take, and al vpon a daye, 


His head ſmyt of, in whom was no defence, 
But diſcontyted wyth many a legion, 
Theheade of Craſſus bzought to the pꝛeſence 
Ok Herodes within his ropal toun, 
Whych hath comaunded golde to be bzoughte 
Co be molte there as he lay dead, (doune 
And to powꝛe thereof full hys head, 


This thinge was done foz a mockery, 


Leaf.cti iii, 


In ſigne onely(the ſtoꝛpe doth deuyle) 
That golde noꝛ treaſour vpon no party 
Staunche myght his thzult of couetyſe: 
Suche gredines eche man chould diſpyſe; 
Foz auaryce of cuſtome in eche place 

Ok hye pzowes doth the pꝛile difface; 


Herodes after dyd ſerche all the wardes 


Though al the felde vpon Craſſus ſyde, 


Toke the penons, baners, ⁊ ſtandardes, 
And in his tempels large, longe, and wyde 
Let hange them vp ol lurquedy and pꝛide, 
In ſigne onely and eke foz a memozy 

He of Romains hath get the victozy, 


Dith whiche he lyſt not onely be content 
Wenyng his foꝛtune Goulde abyde ſtable, 
In to Surry he hath hys ſonne lẽt 
Called Pachozus,made him a conſtable 
Of that region, with him to be partable 
Ofal trealours and mouables þ he founde 
Whereuer he rode thzoughout al lond. 


This Pacho2us by hys chyualry 
Encreaſe gan in his tendze age, 

Wherof Herodes his father had enuy 
Fearful it choulde tourne to his domage, 
Leſt he would by tytle of heritage 
Maugre him at hys agapne commynge, 
Take vpon him of Parthops to be king. 


Than Pachozns was called home agapne 
Out ot Surrpe, where in concluſion 

Al that he had w2ought was in vayne, | 
Bycauſe one Caſſius fro Rome was come 
Slewe al the people in the region (doun, 
Wyych appertapued to Pachoꝛzus. as J find, 
Without capitaine foz they were left behynde. 


To withſtande this Romayne Caſſius 
Derodes hath his ſonne ſent agayne, 
Whych anone after, the Cozy telleth thus, 
Ampd the felde vnhappely was ayne: 
To truſt foztune it is a thynge but bayne, 
Whiche ofcuſtome to day is fauourable 
And to moꝛowe gerychly chaungeable, 


Ok Pachoꝛus dethe whan the noiſe aroſe 
Ind the diſtreſynge ofhis chyualry, 

Ind to Herodes abydyng in Parthots 
Tyding was bꝛought, farde as he would die, 
Ok hectely ſozow kyl in to a frenſy: 


none left of the ropall lynes 
Hepze was none | 25 3 
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The lirte boke 


Saue thurty baſtardes bozne of concubines. Dyſpay2ed,fozſake of euerymaner wyght, 
To ilee hym tele, the ſtoꝛye telleth thus, 
Wychin the temple of Eſculaping, 


Thus Herodes was call in great ſickeneg, 
Yys lonnes deth was to hym impoztable, 
Hys woꝛldly ioy was gon # his gladnes: 
Foꝛtune cotrary which neuer can be ſtable, 
Age fyl on, hys lyfe was not durable, 

And of one thyng moſt he dyd hym dzede 
Cauſe he had none heire toluccede, 


Whyche woulde not ſuffre him lyue in pees, 
Tyll at the laſt he caught a fantaſy 

Chaſe a baſtarde called Pharactes, 
Bycaule he was famous in chyualry, 
Gaue him the crowne and the regaly, 
Which anone after bzenely to conclude 
Slewe Herodes of ingratitude, 


The vi Chapiter. 


tFÞowe Fimbzia a Conſull 
of Rome flewe 
him ſelfe 


Fter to Bochas by p2oceſſe of this boke 
Foure myghty pzinces notable of eſtate 
Towarde him thet caſt chere # loke 
Lyke vnto folke that were infoꝛtunate, 
With whom fo2tune had ben at debate: 
Foz by their maner, as it ſempt wele, 
They were at milchiefe fall fro her whele, 


Firſt Fymbꝛia a romapne conſulere 

Sent by the romayns to a great cite 

Called Nichomede,came as a meſſangere 
To helpe Flaccus ſlapne by great aduerſite, 
As he entred in to that countre: 

After whoſe dethe his party to auaunte 

Of Flaccus meyny tobe the gouernaunce 


Ok pꝛeſumption without auctozite 

This Fymbaa by dyligent labout 
Full ferre aboue his ſtate and his degree 
Toke vpon him by foꝛtunes falſe fauour 
To be called capitaine and Empzour, 
Thꝛough al that countre bokes ſpecify: 
Ot whole pꝛelumpcion Scilla had enuy, 


Purſued him thꝛough many a greate citye, 


To a caſtel made him take hys fl 
Where Fymbzia of great . 
Conſtrained was maugre all hys myght, 


The. vii. chapter. 


¶ Ot Ilbinius that was flayne 
with ſtones. 


A Nother Conſull ſtoode in caſe lembla⸗ 
e 


* his tyme called Ilbinius, 

ole hateful pzide was abhominable 
To al folkes lothſome and odtous, 
Whiche lyke a rebel wode and furious 
Agayne Romapns ofter than ones 

Whan he leſt wende, ſlayne was w ſtones, 


The, vili.chapter, 


How Adꝛiane boꝛne of lowe degre fallly y- 
lurped to be kyngof Rome, whyche w 
his chozles was after bꝛent. 


(ſtate 
| Ext cam Adꝛian which roſe to hie e- 
Fpꝛſt in Rome,bozne of lowe degre 
Choſen a (ſent by the whole Senate 
To gouerne of Fffrike the countre: 
Where of hys owne pompous auctozite, 
Toke vpon him by ſubtel falſe wozkynge, 
Maugre Komapns ther to be crovoned king 


Whom to ſuppozt, choꝛtly to conclude, 
Was a great numbze of the comonte 
Ok chozles gadzed,a confuſe multitude, 
Title was none noꝛ grounde but volunte: 
Gentlemen than beyng in that countre 
All of allent and one opinion, 
Iſſembled them to his diſtruction, 


At Utttes a large great cyte, | 
Pym and his churles beſet rounde aboute, 
Ot woode and fagot with large quantite 
In copas wiſe cloſed him without: 
Gadꝛed with him of vylayns a great rout, 
Lapd on fyze that with flames rede 
Echone conſumed in to aſhes deade, 


The. ſx.chapter. 


Howe Sinthonius kinge of Trace 8 much 
coueted,al fozwet,# died in pouerte. 


7 didn came Sinthonius 
N foze Bocas w teres ſpꝛeint his _ 


of John Bochas 


As the ſtozy reherſeth vnto bs 

Jn hys tyme he was kynge of Trace, 

Fal ſodainly from foztunes grace 

Caſt downe lowe from his eſtate ropal, 
Which came to Bochas to complapne his fal. 


Whole purpoſe was, ik it woulde haue be, 
Seuen realmes to haue coquered w his had, 
That were lubget to Rome the cytte, 

Ind all ſeuen were ok grekes lande: 

Who al coueteth ye ſhal vnderſtande 

He al foꝛgothe, ful wel affyzme J dare, 

It vnlet houre wherokeche man beware. 


Long oꝛ his conqueſt was bꝛought to a pzefe 
From her whele koꝛtune caſt hym doun. 

Che pꝛetoꝛ Sfctus bzought him to miſchiefe, 
Dyed in pouerte as made is mencion: 

Ind Bochas here maketh a digreſſion 
Compendiouſly within a lytell ſpace, 

To dileriue the region of Trace. 


The. x. Chapter, 


¶ Here Bochas in partye maketh a dyſ- 
cripcion ofthe kyngdome of Trace, 
and palleth ouer lyghtlye vn- 
to the accõplychment of 
his boke, 


Nate whylom a countre of greate 
ike — ha ful large ſ 
And contapneth a ful large ſpace, 
JS And of Ty2as it toke fyʒſt p name, 
Son of Japhet, and lo was called Trace 
Phrche many a daye dwelled in that place 
Towarde Septemtrion, plenteous of good 
Beſyde Dynoe the large famous flode. 


Southward Trace renneth the flode Egee, 
Matedone ſtandeth in the Occydent, 

And the kyngdome called Pꝛopontide 

Stant in Trace towarde the Ozyent, 
Where great plente of blod was (hed a ſpente 
Whan Sencius thꝛough his hye pzowelle 
Byng Adꝛian there manly dyd oppzeſle, 


Ebzus in Trace is the chele citie 

Is myne auctour maketh mencion, 

I caſt not long to tary,but in bzeuite 

To make of Trace a diſcripcion, 

Ind to pꝛocede in my tranſlacion 

After myne auctoz,which wzyteth a log pꝛo⸗ 
Ok great Pompeye # his wozthynes, (ces 


The. xi Chapiter, 


Howe alter many great conqueſtes of 
Duke Pompeye great warre began 
bytwene hym and Julpus, in 
whiche thze hũdꝛed thouſad 
were ſlaine, ⁊ at the laſt 
the head of Popeye 

| [mpytten of. 
bes Pompeius of whom the name 


— 


is couth, 


His hoſt dyſtroyed by the violence 

Df vnware tempeſt, lyke as ſaith the boke, 
Fourty thouſand ſlayne in that peſtilence, 
Fo: feare the remenaunt the felde fozſoke, 
Til yonge Popeye of cozage on him toke 
In his beginning pzoudely to pꝛocede, 

Ful lyke a knyght his fathers hoſt to lede. 


Rome that tyme by theyꝛ dyſcencions 
Among them lelfe, nye bꝛought to rupne, 

By the frowarde falſe diuyſions 

Twene Marius a Silla bzefely to termine, 
Tyl that a new ſonne gan to chyne 

Of wozthynes, which ad his light 

Jn manly Pompeye the famous knyght. 


This ſayde Pompeye thys knyghtly man 
At his begynnyng thzough hys chyualrye 
The pꝛoude captayne ſlough whan he began 
Whych of Marius helde vp the party, 
Called Bzutus, which in Lombardy 

Was by Popey th2zugh knightly gouernaũce, 
With al hys hoſt bꝛought to milchaunce, 


In hys begynning Pompey eke alſo 

To let Romapnes in reſt ⁊ quiete, 

One that was called neus Carbo 

e ſlew him knyghtly whan he did him mete, 
ych in Cicyle pꝛoudly helde his lete: 


And all thecountres about him enuyzon 
Pompey made the ſubiect to Rome toun. 


After al this Pompeyus on the ſee 
Wyth many a hyp ſtuffed with vytaile 


Towarde Affribe made a great armee, 1 


The ſixte boke, 


And there in haſt after his arriuaile 

With Domicius had a great battaple: 
Bꝛought the coũtre thzoughe his hye renoun 
To be to Rome vnder ſubiection. 


He purſued the great myghty kynge 

Called Jertha,to Marius honozable, 

Ind had alſo hys royall abydynge 

In Numidy a countre full notable: 

Againe Pompey hys power was not able, 
Foꝛat a Caſtel as they met in fyght 

De ſlewe kynge Jertha lyke a mãlp knyght. 


Thus in bzefe tyme holdyng his paſſage, 
Foz comon pꝛofyte, as made is mencion, 
By hys wiledome and knightly hye cozage 
Bꝛought al Iffrike to ſubiection, 

Which ſtode afoze in rebellion | 

To the Romapns:but all their durdines 
The ſayd Pompey dyd in haſte redꝛeſſe. 


The greateſt enemy agayne Rome foun 
Thylke dapes was one Sertozius, 

And of foꝛtune, whych is nowe vp now doun 
On Pompepe ones was victo2tous: 

But after ſoone of hym it happed thus, 
Among his meyny fallynge at debate 

He ſlayne was in hys molt hye eſtate, 


After the deth ofthys Sertozins 

Came Pozpenna Pompepe to aſſaple, 
Ind as they mette anone Pompeius 

Ful lyke a knyght llewe him in battaile: 
Which victozy greatly dyd auaple 

To the Romains, after by gouernaunce 
He bzought Spapne to their obeyſaunce, 


By auctozite gyue by the Senate 

This Noble Pompeye foz vaple of the cite 
Upon the ſea would ſuffer no Ppꝛate, 
Where euer he came frohym they dyd flee: 
Foz vwyth his (@yppes he ſcoured ſo the ſee 
And bare hym there (o maly with hys hande, 
That maugre the he bzought the to the land, 


Al the pyꝛates and theſe falſe robbours 
Igadꝛed out were of the region. 

Called Sylla,whych lyke to rauinours 
Made agayne Rome a conſpiracion, 
Robbed and ſpoyled ſaylyng vp and doun 
Romaynemarchites,# people ok ech countre, 
That none was ſo hardy to paſſe by the lee. 


Alter Pompey had made the ſee to obey 


That Pypꝛate none durſt theron abyde, 

He by the Senate was ſent out to warrey 
Towarde thozient. his knightes by his lyde: 
And where ſoeuer that he dyd abyde 

Mine auctour waiteth by influence ofheaus 
Vis conqueſt was lwifte as fyze 021euin, * 


And to the encreale of his eternal glozye 
Perpetually to get hym a name, 

Yys laude and renome to put in memozye, 
He buylded a cite in Alia of great fame, 
Called Nichopoly, Bochas lapeth the (ame: 
Twene two flodes, that one Fraraſes 

And that other was called Eufrates, 


He buylded this cite onely of entent 

That Romapne knyghtesÞ were fall in age, 
And ſuch as were in the warres ſpent 
Shoulde ok cuſtome haue their herbergage 
(Thys was the cuſtome and vſage 

In that cite alway,and not fayle) 
Beddyng and clothes ſpendyng # bytayle, 


Pompepe after rode in to Armeny 

Rebellto Rome, where Tigranes was king, 
Fought w him there, e thzough his chyualry 
Diſcontyted hym, there was none abidpnge: 
Wyere Tigranes hym ſelfe lubmpttynge 
Unto Dompepe, wyth euerp circumſtaunce 
Euer to abyde vnder hys obeyſaunce, 


Than in al haſte Pompey gan hym hye 

To ryde to lia, where lyke a manly knyght 
He gate the kyngdome called Flbanye, 
Whych toke his name who lo loke aryght 
Ok whytnes.,foz euery maner wyght 

That there is boꝛne by recozde of wzitynge, 
White as (nowe hath his heer chynyng. 


There ben houndes marueilous of nature 
Foz taſſaile bulles and lpons, 

No wylde beaſt may agapne them endure 
So Pompeye by many regions 

Node thꝛugh Armenp with hys champions: 
Where growen herbes 5 may neuer faynt 
What euer colour man lyſt wyth the paynt. 


Conquered realmes aboute in euerp cooſt, 
Ok Hiberie he gate the region, 

And Irſaces the kynge wyth al hys hoſt 
Diſconfited,as made is mencion, 

With his power to Surry he came doun- 
Than to Fenice a kyngdome of great fame, 
Whyche of Fenix whylome toke his name. 


of John Bothas 


Bꝛought al theſe tountrees toſubieccion, 
Of Sidonxe, the myghty ſtrong cyte 

Of Iturie, he toke polleſſpon, 

Thꝛugh Trabp, he came downe to Inde, 
Whyche ol Jewes was ſometime the coũtre: 
Ok Libanus he paſſed the mountaine 

Where Ceders growe as authours ſayne, 


Sent tofoꝛe him entring in that realme 

One Gabinius a mxyghty ſtronge conſtable, 
Reignyng that tyme in Jeruſalem 
Iriſtobolus a pꝛince ful notable: 

And foz the temple was ſtrong & pꝛegnable. 
Lade a ſiege about in bꝛed and length 
Space of thꝛe monthes, gate it ſo by ſtrength 


Chꝛee. M. Jewes vnder þ wall were founde 
Dead at the aſſaut, whych made reliſtence, 
The wal after beaten downe to grounde: 
Pompey than by ſturdy violence 

Js entred in. without reuerence 

Sancta lanctoꝛum men that place call 

Made by Hyzcanus hyeſt pꝛeiſt of all, 


The great byſhoppe Ariſtobolus 

Sent to Rome in myghty cheynes boũde, 
Towarde Septetrion J fynde wzytten thus 
Gate. vii. ;kingdõs with citees walled roude, 
Rebel to Rome, he dyd them confounde 
IPpth myghty (werde, gate all the countre 
Fro Caucaſus downe to the reed lee, 


In his conqueſſ it ſempt verily 

As the goddes had done they2 cure, 

And that foztune was wyth them eke buſy: 
This mighty Pompep pꝛince of Aſſure 
Vyhat euer hym lift by conqueſt to recure, 
In Spapne he gate whan they were rebels 
The. C.cytees and.lr.ſtronge caſtels, 


Harde to remembꝛe his conqueſtes echone, 
Il the pꝛoweſſes of thys knyghtly man, 
Towarde the partie of Septentrion 

I thoulande caſtels I fynde that he wan, 
Sire hundzed mo fro tyme that be began 
Eight and thirty citees out of dout 
With mighty walles cloſed rounde aboute. 


Peyſe his dedes his conqueſtes marciall, 
Thꝛiſe Conſul choſe foz his encrees, 
Rede ye ſhall fynde howe he was egall 
To Alyſand2e,o2 to Hercules, 

Where that euer he put hym elfe in pꝛees 
Al came to hande.concludyng(ye mape ſe) 


Teaf.cxlbi 
To commen pꝛokite of Rome the cyte. 


His martial dedes to put in remembzaunte 
One was chole to do his diligence, 

To enacte his conqueſtes in (ubſtaunce, 
And his knighthode to linguler excellence, 
And Trifanes famous of eloquence 
Aſſigned was vnto that labour, 

Toke his guerdon of the common treaſour, 


Pompey of Rome was chefe gouernour, 
Ceſar abſente in Gaule a far countre, 

Which time Pompey ſtode in great fauour 
Both of Foztune and Rome the citye, 
Somwhat made blynde ofhys pꝛolperite: 
Purpoſyng in his clymbing not ſtable 

He would haue none p were to hym ſeblable, 


Unto purpoſe was layd ful poꝛe agone, 
Howe that loue,nouther hye loꝛdchyppe, 
(Pzefe hath bene made in many mo than one) 
Nouther ofthe would haue no felowGyppe, 
Eche by his own would hys partie kepe 

In theſe two caſes bother vnto bꝛother 
Fayleth ata poynt eche wyll put out other. 


To Pompey reſoztynge nowe agayne 

He toke on him al the gouernaile 

Ok ß Romains,as ye haue herde me ſayne, 
Both ok eſtates, commons; and poꝛayle: 
And foꝛ his parte al that myght auaile 

In makinge lawes, ſtatutes, oꝛ decre 

Al vpengroſed by hys aucthozitie, 


Folke this while which that had enuy 
Towarde Ceſar in his long abſence, 
Let mate a lawe by conſpiracy 

Anda ſtatute concluding in lentence 
Without excepcion fauoure oz reuetence 
No man ſhould by wil ofthe Senate, 
In his abſence be choſe to none eſtate, 


Noz be admitted by no p2ocuratoure 
To haue aucthoꝛzite of dignite oz office, 
In tourt of Tribune noz of Senatoure 
To be pꝛomoted, this was theyz aduice 
Der he neuer ſo manly noz ſo wile, 
This lawe oꝛdained by folke enuious 
Foz hyndzing onely of Ceſar Julius, 


Whan Julius knewe their falſe wozking , 

Fro Gaule ſent vp to the cite 

Al the Senate requiring by wzytyng, 

———— or 
1” 


The ſixte boke 


Ok triumphe the notable dignite, 
To haue alſo the oſfyce and eſtate 
Called in Rome the ſecond Conſulate, 


Fo: hymallegyng many a great byctozye 
In diuers countrees done toz the cite, 
Many conqueſtes notable of memozye | 
Wꝛought by the knyghthode of his equite: 
Kequiringe them guerdoned foz to be. 
But contrary bnto his entent 

They denied him al by one aſſent, 


Which was chefe grounde rote & occaſion 
That bzought in fyzlt the controuerſpe, 
Ciuil dilcoꝛdes, and frowarde deuilion, 
Whan euery man dꝛough to hys partie 
Ok olde hatered to kyndel newe enuy, 
Cauſing pꝛinces Julius and Pomey 

To they2 conkucion eche other to warrep. 


The triumphe denied to Ceſar 

Fraude of Popep made him therof fayle, 

Of whole dilceite Julius was ware, | 
Made him redy wyth many a ſtrong battaile, 
Paſſed oner the Alpes of Itaple, 

Fully in purpoſe playnely it he might 

With the Komains and Popey foz to fight, 


Thus gan the warres atwene theſe pzinces 
Põpey choſe foz partieofthe toun (twayne, 
To be their duke and captayne ſouerapne 
Igayne Ceſar as made is mencion: 

And thus alas the deſolacton 

Sued of the cite by many a ſtrange ſigne, 
With vncouth tokes whan they gan maligne, 


At the ginnyng of theſe woful warres 

In the heuyn were (ene dzcdful lightes, 
Sparclyng bꝛödes, comets vncouth ſtarreg, 
Flame of tyze, w many fearkull lpgytes, 
Lykelampes bʒening al the longe nightes: 
Caſtynge of (peres and dartes in the aire, 
Wherby Komapns fyl in great diſpayze, 


From the partye of Septentrion 

Towarde Rome came full great lyghtninge, 
At noone lene ſtarres, lyke blode the ſon hon, 
The Moneeclypled terrible in hewpyng, 
The mount Ethna fearfully bzennyng 
From hys cauernes caſt vp flames rede 
Toward Itaile, whych let thẽ in great dzede 


But ok Caribdes a danger in the ſee 
Wawes terrible boyled vp lyke blode, 


From the rockes that in Cicile be 

Was herd houling of hoũdes that were wode: 
Ueſta the goddelle in Rome where the Rode 
Myd her teple, was al wyth teares ſpꝛeynt, 
Whã the heaely fyzes were afoze her queint, 


Ifoze the goddeſſe at the auter pꝛinciple 
Was fire perpetuall bzennyng day a nyght, 
Tyl wartes ciuyle hateful and terrible 

Gan amog Romayns in the cotagious fight: 
Than of vengeatice anon was queit þ iyght 
Tofoze Ueſta,the fyze partynge on twapne 
Ok diuilion a token ful certapne. 


Erthe quaues ſodayne and terrible 
Ouertourned caſtels bp ſo doune, 

Wyth flodes rage,hydous and hozrible 
Neptunus dyd great diſtruction, 

Dꝛowned vyllageſt and many a manſion, 
Reuerſed in temples of golde al their veſlelg, 
Thzewe doun baners, ſtãderdes, and penſels 


Gapne thele lygnes was founde none areſt, 
The vn warte milchefe coude no mi declyne, 
Lyons a wolues came doun fro the fozeſt 
Wyth many other beaſtes ſauagyne: 
Wylde beaſtes,and ſerpentes of raupne 
Came to the cite,and ſome agayne kynde 
Spake as do men in Bochas as J fynde, 


Dyuers foules which of their nature 

Haue in cuſtome to fiye but a nyght, 

Atoze thele warres dyd hem ſelfe aſſure 

At midday, whan Phebus is moſt bzyght, 
Thzough their cite foz to take their flyght: 
Women with chylde (the ſtoꝛy lyſt not fayn) 
Bꝛought tozth lome that had heades twaine, 


Tofoze theſe warres that called were ciuple, 
Senatours beyng in Rome town 

Came to the woman that called was Sibile, 
Unto her made thys queſtion, 

To declare by ſhoꝛt concluſion 

Among their other queſtions al, 

Ok their cite what foztune ſhoulde bekall. 


To whom che gaue an anſwere full obſcure 
Wherupon Ge made them ſoze muſe, 

Toke them lixeletters ſet in plapne ſcripture, 
Which in no wple they myght not refuſe; 
Foz falſe rightes that they dyd ble 

Lybke the thze letters twyle (et in numbze 
Who Underſtadeth they hall p toun encõ bꝛe. 


The 


of John Bochas 
Were ouer Rome ſene flying al the nyght. 


Thꝛe R R R fy2ſt che ſet on arowe 
Ind thze F F F in oꝛder faſt by, 

Long tyme after oz they coude knowe 
The expolicion thereof openly, 

Tyl their diuinours gan ſerche ſubtelly 
To fynde out lyke to their entent, 

By the lixe letters what Sibyle ment, 


Ok this woꝛde regnum the fyzſt letter is R 
So is the capitall of Rome the citye, 

Wyo loketh a ryght the thirde is not ferre, 
This woꝛde ruer gynneth wyth K parde, 
Ok whiche woꝛdes whan they ioyned be 
The ſentente concludeth in meanyng 

Of their cite the ruinous fallynge 


Touchyng thꝛe F F who can aduertiſe, 
Ok this wozde Ferro F goth tofozne, 

And the chele letter of Fame to deuyſe 

Js F allo, the pꝛoceſſe wel fozthe bozne 

The (ame of r lãma by whyche ß towne was 
Of which reaſons make a coniũction, (lozne: 
Cauſyng of Rome finall diſtruction. 


Fy2e,ſwerd,+ hunger cauſed by the warres, 
Delyꝛe of clymbyng, frowarde ambicion 
Shewepngofktometes, a vncouth ſterres 
With pꝛonoſtikes of their deſcrecion, 

Woꝛſt of al wuful denilion, 

Imong them lelfe by vnware vpolence, 

Ok letters ſyxe accompliched the ſentence, 


The lwerde of Ceſar wertes of Poinpey, 
Twene theſe twayne laſtyng a great whyle, 
Made many a Romayne and Italien to dep 
By the battayls that called were Ciuple: 
With pꝛophecies remembzed of Sibile 

As the waityng ful wel reherce can, 

Of the olde Poete that called was Lucan, 


In Martes temple on heith where he ſtode 
And Bellona thegoddes diſpitous, _ 
The pzeeſtes cried ⁊ offred vp their blode, 
With lamentacion lyke folke furious, 

Cauſe of tokens fel and contrarious 

Whych that were Gewed in that ſentuary, 
Yow their gods to Romatns were cotrarye, 


Among deade bones that lap in their graues 
Were voyces herd lyke woodmen in their ra⸗ 
Crye of goſtes in cauernes # in caues (ges, 
Herde in feldes, pathes and paſſages, 
Laboꝛers ſted home to their vyllages: 
Derpentes and adders ſcaled ſpluer bzyghte 


Leaf.crivit. 


Inother token pitous foz to here | 
Which aſtonted many a pzoude Komapne, 
Dead bodies dyd in the feldes appere 
LOhiche in battayle had afoze be ſlayne, 
Frotheir tombes rilyng where they lane: 
LOhiche in the warres wofull and diſpitoug 
Were ſlayne by Sylla # pꝛoude Marius. 


It was eke tolde by their diuinours 

Howe Pompeyus was lyke to haue a fall, 
Ind howe theltate of Komayne Emperours 
With theyz triumphes that be imperial! 
At Julius fyꝛſt nowe begyn ſhall, 

And after him theſtate al fozth j 2ocede 

By election oꝛ in Linial kinrede, 


To withſtande the power of Ceſar 

Which towarde Rome toke hys waye ryght 
Popey was ſent, wile, manly a ryghte ware, 
But whan he herde tel of the myght 

Df Julius, he toke hym to flyght: | 
Eke all the Senatours wyth hym dyd flee, 
Towarde Eppꝛe. in Grece a ſtronge cite, 


Pompey was holde famous in chiualrp, 
Ceſar but pong and hardy foz taſſayle, 
Upon the plaines of Grece and Theſſaly 
Pompey and he had a great battaile, 
Gapne Julius (werde no Romaine might a⸗ 
Cõſtrained of fozce þ felde to fozſake (uaile, 
Toward Egipt they haue the way take, 


Popey thozugh Cipꝛe came to Tholome , 
By a great water at Paphus dyd ariue, 
On the ſtronde there he dpd ſe 

A ſtately plate, and vp he went bliue, 
The name of which plainly to diſcriae 
Cacobaſyle the countre dyd it cal, 

Of whych name the foztune is thus fal. 


The name tokeneth of frowarde ariuaile, 
Sownyng in great, vnhappp auenture, 

By which the truſt of Pompey dyd fayle, 
Fyl in difpeyze and myght it not recure: 
Foꝛſoke that ple a dydhys bulye cure; 

To take a chyppe ſo by the ſee ſayling 
Towarde Egipt, where Tholome was king. 


Ok truſt he fledde to this Tholome 

In hope he choulde fynde in hym ſocour, 

Fayꝛe chere ſhewed vnder duplicite | 

Fayled at the poynt, gaue him faint fa nn : 
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Ilbe Pompey by his frendly labour 
Crowned hym kyng in Egipt as J fynde, 
To whome agayne he was falſe & vnkynde, 


To mete Pompey he let ſtuffe a barge 

By a maner pzetence of frendlyhede , 

Gaue his meyny that were there in charge 
To murd:e Põpep, behight the gret mede, 
Tweyne there were Þ bare to him haterede , 
Ind in the veſſcl with Carpe lwerdes whet, 
Oz he was ware ok his head they met. 


That one of them was called Achylag 

Ind his felowe named was Fotyne 

Toke vp the head of that pzince alas, 
Famous in knighthode bozne of gentell line: 
Among Romains, as authours determine, 
Holde in hys tyme, if men do hym ryght, 
Thꝛough al the wozlde one the beſt knyght, 


Thus erthly pꝛinces Wal their põpus kame 
Which ouer the woꝛld yeueth ſo gret a ſoun, 
Ol llauter and murdze they toke firſte their 
By falſe rauyn and extozcion: (name, 
Clambe ſo vp fyꝛſt to dominacton, 

Bꝛenyng oktountreis conqueſt by byolence, 
Set them in chaires of wozldly excellence 


In this bataple that called was ciuile, 
Holde atwene Pompey # Ceſar Julius, 
Thꝛe hund2zed. M. lapne within a whyle, 
The thoulande take the ſtoꝛy telleth thus: 
Without pzinces not able and glozious 

As kynges and pꝛetours reckned al atones, 
Tribunes, Conſuls, and Centuriones. 


Phebus on ß ſoil might not his bemes ſpzed, 
Noꝛ on the groũde ſhewe out his clere lyght, 
Men that were llapne laye ſo thicke on bzede 
That of the earth no man had a ſyght, 
Wolues, beares, rauinous foules of flight 
Came great plente to fede there eche day 
Belyde the ryuer of Nile where they lay, 


Gobbets of fleſhe whych foules dyd arace 
Fro dead bodies bozne vp in the ayze, 

Fyl fro the clawes vpon Julius face 
Ampdde the felde, where he had repaire, 
Made his vilage blody and not fapze: 
Albe that he to his encrees ofglozye, 
Had thylke day of Romapyns the vyctoꝛpe. 


The head of Põpey bꝛought w his ſtatelp rig 
Offred bp to Jul pus hye pzeſence 


The ſixte boke. 


He by compaſſpon the murdꝛe aduertilyng 
Ok his innate imperpal excellence 

Braſt out to wepe, and in his aduertence 
Thought it ppte a pꝛite of ſo great myght, 
Shuld ſo be layn,y was ſo good a knight, 


The cozle abode without a lepulture 

Tyll one Codrus of compaſſpon 

After the batayle and diſconiyture, 
Beſought bym of great affection 

To hyde the trunke lowe in the lãdes doun, 
Sought tymbze & there he fonde but lmall, 


To do exequies with fyzes funerall. 


Nowe lith thys pꝛinte came to luche milchef 
Murdꝛed # ſlayne by Tholome the kyng, 
Here ok het power fo2tune hath made a pꝛele 
What truſt there is in any woꝛldly thynge: 
After his deth wanted he not burpeng⸗ 
This pꝛoude Popey ſo famus of his hande, 
Ok kyche deuoured as he lap on quicſande, 


What Gall men ſet by power oꝛ nobleſle: 
Ok llyding goodes, oꝛ any woꝛldly glozye 
Which to reſtrayne may be no ſyckernes, 
Foꝛtune and the wozlde is ſo tranlitozp, 
Though Mars to day gyue a man victoꝛye 
pms to moꝛowe vnwarely he al dey, 
take recozde of Ceſar and Pompey, 


Sith al ſtant vnder daunger of Foztune 

Pe woꝛldly men do your loke vp dꝛeſſe 

To thiltze place where ioy Doth aye cotune, 
The blynde lady hath there none entreſſe: 
Set pꝛide alyde take you to mekeneſſe, 

To ſue vertue do truely your labour 

Gaine al poinpe make Popey your mpꝛrour. 


CLenuoy, 


12 tragedy of Duke Pompey 
Declareth in groſſe the chefe occaſion 
Why he and Ceſar gan fyꝛſt warrey, 
Eche againe other, thꝛough vayne ambicion 
To haue loꝛdſchyppe and dominacion 

Ouer þ Romains, by fauer, fraude, oꝛ mighte 
Poſſeſſion take, no foꝛce of wong noz ryght. 


To trouthes partie pꝛide is loth to obey, 
Extoꝛt power doth great dit ruction 


Wyſe policye al out of the waye 
ple poluey h pe, pꝛudent 
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Pꝛudent counſatle age with diſcrecion 

Loſt their liberte of free election, (wyght, 
Who was molt ſtronge with him helde euery 
Polleſſion take no fozce of wzonge nozright, 


Such deuiſion made many man to dey, 
Bought the cyte to deſolacton, 

With two pꝛinces foatune lyſt to pley, 

Till from her whele che caſt the both doun: 
Subtel dilceit, fraude, and colluſion 

By ambicious climbinge blent their ſyght, 
Poſſeſſion take, no fozce of wzonge noꝛ right. 


Noble pzinces remembꝛe what J (aye, 
Peyle this ſtoꝛy wythin youre reaſon, 

Of falſe ſurmoũting auarice beareth the key, 
Reco2de of Ceſar # Pompey of Rome toun: 
Whoſe wylfull warres # hateful diſcencion 
Geueth clere warning to you a euery wyght, 
Noclaime is wozth without title of ryght, 


The.xiti.chapter, 


Chowe bictozious Julius Ceſar bzente the 
veſſels of Tholome,flough Achilas that 
woulde haue murdꝛed hym: and after 
great victozies was murdzed with 
him lelfe bodkins by Bzutus 

Caſſius, 


ter the woful complayntelamentable 
Of Pompeyes deth, pitous foz to here, 
Warres remèbzed wtreſos impoztable, 
Compaſled fraudes faced with fayze chere, 
Conlpired murd2e,reherſed the manere 
Dow kinge Tholome fraudulent of courage; 
(The dethe conſpired of Pompey fall in age, 


The p2ocelle tolde J holde it were but vayne 
Ther eot to wꝛyte a newe tragedy, 

Thing ones layde to reherce agayne 

It were but ydel as foz that partie, 

But howe Ceſar went out of Theſſaly 
Came to Fliſandze to lodge him in that place, 
I will remeber with (uppozte of youre grace. 


He lodged was in the paleys ropall, 

Where he was buſy by diligent labour 
Thzough that region in temples royal 
Toſpoile goddes, and haue al their treaſour, 
Where he was mocked and founde no fauour: 


Foz Achilas whych that ewe Pompey, 


Leaf.crlvitt, 
Caſt him with Ceſar pꝛoudly to warrey. 


His purpoſe was to fall vpon Ceſar 

(As of nature was hys condicion 

Fallely to murdꝛe men oz they were ware) 
By ſome ſleight to fynde occaſion 

To diſt roy Julius by treaſon, 

And to actomplyche hys purpoſe in party 
Had twenty thoulande in hys company. 


This Achilas falſe, cruel, and diſceynable, 
Caſt him diſceyue Ceſar if he myght, 

Df the Egipciens leader and conſtable 
With the Romayns purpoſeth foz to fyghte: 
But whan Ceſar therofhad a ſyghte, 

He is diſcended,and faſt by the ſee 

Bzent al the nauy of kynge Tholome. 


All the veſſels were dꝛiuen bp wyth a flode 
To great domage of the ſayd Tholome, 
Julius bzent them euyn there he ſtode 

Anda great parte belyde of the cite, 

Ind there was bzent, which was great pite, 
The famous lybzary in Egipt ofthe kyng 
Full.xl.thouſande volumes there lying, 


In which thing Bochas reherſeth in ſentence 
Howe Tholome was greatly commendable 
That thzough his bulp royall pꝛouidence 
Made him ſelfe alibzarye ſo notable: 

Foz to al clerkes in ſtudy that were able 

Ok ſeuen lciences, the ſtozy bereth mynde, 
Lyke their deſire myght bokes kynde. 


After this fyꝛe in Farus the tountre 

The Egipciens had a great battaile, 

Wher Ceſar was ol great neceſſite 
That day conſtrained whan ß felde can faple 
Tohe a barge from Egypt foz to ſaile: 

But ſo great pꝛees folowed at his backe, 
Almoſt the veſſel was lytze to go to wzacke. 


Ceſar armed with letters in his hande, 

Put his perſon that daye in a benture; 

Two hundzed paas he manly ſwam to lande, 
And conyngly to lande he doth recure, 
Notwithſtandyng his heuy great armure: 
But yet tofoze oꝛ Ceſar toke the ſee 

He in the felde had take Tholome , 


And Achilas the mittdzer of Pompey, 

With al his felowes that were of aſſent, 

Were flayne that daye there went non away: 
X lii. Man 
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Many Egipcien the ſame tyme bent, 
Ceſar of mercy foꝛ Tholome hath lent 
To Alyſandꝛe, ſent hym home of newe 
Charging he ould co Komapnes be trew, 


But whan he was deliuered from pziſon 

Of Egipciens in Alyſandze the cite 

From euery coaſt gadzcd great foyſon, 
Againe Julius came downe with his meyne: 
But yet foꝛ all hys haſty cruelte 

Such reſiſtence Celar gan to make 
That.rr-MY.that day were ſlayne d take, 


Sirtie galeys not farre fro the lande 
Twelue. M. men comynge to Tholome 
Echone were pelded, and brought to hande 
Ok Julius hys pꝛiſoners to be: 

Than Tholomeus buſied hym to ſtee 

To the water, where maugre al hys myght 
He dꝛowned was in his haſty flyght, 


He knowen was by his rich haburton 

Ol golde and ſtele it was entremapled, 

By Celat ſent vnto the ropall toun, 

Which fo dyffence was ſtrongly enbattailed 
Buccles ok golde richely enamapyled, 
LOhich tokens anone as they haue lepne 
Delpeired to Ceſar (ent ageyne. 


Ok ths to Celar was made fayth a homage, 
The realm of Egipt bzought to ſubiection, 
Tyl he ol grace and merciful cozage 

To Cleopatra gaue all that region 
Longyng to her by ſucceſſion, 

By tytel ofryght that tyme a none other 
Betaule onely Tholome was her bzother. 


Kyng Lagus whylom in his teſtament 
Father to Cleopatta and to Tholome, 
To foꝛe his deth by great auiſement 
Clerely enacted his laſt volunte 
Thathys kingdome departed ould be, 
Halfe to Tholome as his bequeth was, 
That other halfe to quene Cleopatras. 


She by her bzother was holde in pziſon 
To kepe her w2ongly from her heritage, 
YOhereof Ceſar had compaſſion 
Purpoſed him to refozme her domage, 
And whyle that he helde there his hoſtage 
Ok equite,oflawe,and of reaſon 

Ok al Egipt gaue her polleſſion, 


Than came Juba of Libye lozde #kynge 


The ſirte boke 


Sower of ſtryues and diſcencion, 
P2oude,bye of pozte ,# cruell in wozkinge, 
Wyiche in eſpecial had indignacion 

Unto the woꝛthy laſt Scipion, 

Cauſe he was choſe lyke as bokes ley, 

To ſuccede next Conlul to Pompey, 


Thys Juba bare to hym great hatrede, 
Sougyt a quarel againe hym foꝛ a thyng 
Cauſe that he was cladde in purple wede, 
Foz him allegyng howe onely Þclothynge 
No maner eſtate choulde vſe but a kynge: 
Went fozhym lelfe ſyttyng in ropall trone 
He wold as kyng that colour weare alone, 


Dere myne authour maketh a digreſſion 
Puttynge enlample of Almapne rhe countre, 
Sapth that there is none other nacion 
Touchyng array that is ſo dyſgu ſe 

In waſte of cloth and ſuperflupte, 
Keherſyng here in full playne langage 

In many wile ſuch waſt doth great damage, 


It tauleth pꝛide and ambicion 

Igapne the vertue of humilite, 

To Lechery it gpueth occaſion 

Which is contrary vato chaſtite, 
YOalt of array lette folke in pouerte, 
Cauleth alſo ſuch coſtage ſpent in vayne, 
Ot other pooze to haue ful great diſdayne, 


Where luper fluite is bled of array 

Kyote foloweth, pꝛoude pozt and pdelneg, 
With waſt of tyme dꝛiue fozth the day: 

Late dzinkyng, watch, lur fet, à dzonkenes, 
Engend2eth feuers and many greate exceſſe: 
Thus euery ſurfet englued is to other, 

And one mylrule bꝛyngeth in another. 


God luffreth wele there be a difference 
Touchynge aray as men ben of degre, 

Pye eſtates that ſtande in excellence 

Mult be pzeferredof reaſon men mape le, 
As cloth of golde ſtones of pyzre 

Was foz pzices with other frech clothinges, 
But ſpecially purple was foz kynges. 


Thus was there ſet ofhye diſcrecion 

Aray accozdpng to pꝛynces hie nobles, 
And foꝛ other eſtates lower downe 

Lyke their degrees, twene pouert a riches 
An ozder kept from ſcarſyte and extes: 
Ameane pꝛouided atwene hie and lowe 
Lyke to him ſelfe eche man may be — 


of John Bochas 


But kyng Juba inſolent and madde 
Ofſurquedy caught an opinion 

That none but he in purple Gould be clad, 
Cauſyng debate twene hym and Scipion: 
pet were they partie bothe with Rome toun 
Agayne Ceſar,and dzewe towarde Pompey 
Fo2 which at mylchefe bothe they dyd der. 


Whan Juba felte him ſelfe of no powere 
Agayne Ceſar to holde champartp, 

Foꝛ ſoꝛow he loſt countenaunce and chere 
Ok hie dildaine and melancoly, 

Called one Peitrin a knight ofhis alp: 
Made the by aſſent Þ they were bothe faine 
Felly to fight tyll one ot them was llapne. 


Igaine nature was this ſtraunge fight, 
Eche to ſlee other and knewe no cauſe why, 
But foz king Juba was an hardy knight 
He llewe his felowe and abode pzoudly, 
And rather chaſe to die wylfully 

Olk hie diſpyte and of pꝛoude cozage, 

Chan vnder Celar to liue in ſeruage. 


Made call a man whome he loued wele 
Gaue vnto him golde and great guerdon 
To take a ſwerde koꝛged of fyne ſtele 

And make therok no lengar delacion, 

But he ould foz ſhoꝛʒt concluſion 

Take vpon him, & haue no feare noꝛ dzede, 
Without tarping to ſmite of his heade, 


Thus king Juba rather chaſe to dep 

Than lenger liue in ſubiection 

Under Ceſar, he loued (ſo well Pompey. 
Than next to Bochas as made is mencyon 
Came Iriſtobolus w face #loke caſt doun, 
Which was to Rome aloꝛe as J haue tolde 
Sent by Pompey to be kept in holde. 


Which after was del yuered from pꝛilon 

By helpe of Ceſar in full haſty wyſe, 
Standing in hope of his region 

To be reſtozed vnto the fraunchpſe, 

Where Byzcanus as ye haue herd? the gyſe 
P2eferred was to his great hindzing, 

By Pompey of Jewes crowned king, 


Whiche Friſtobolus hopeth to recure 

Caſt meanes there to reigne againe, 
Wꝛought thereon, dyd his buſy cure, | 
Whoſe haſty laboure was but ſpent i baine, 
Fyll inthe handes of a pzoude capteine 
Which that whilom was loginge to Popey, 


Leaf.crit, 
And he with poiſon bnwarely made him dey, 
The. xiii. Chapter. 


Chow the laſt Scipis Conſulere of Rome, 
foz he lyſt nat to liue in ſeruage of 
Julius, rofe hym ſelfe to 
the hearte. 


Ext came the laſt wozthy Stipion 

i Whiche after Pompey was made 
| Conlulere, 

Dith whome Juba was at dil⸗ 


Foz wearing purple as was tolde well ere: 
Ind afterwarde fyl in great feare 

whan Ceſar had within Libye lande 

Out taped the with ſtrong a mighty hande; 


Wherby Scipion gan fall in diſpeyze, - 
Loſt his chere as man diſconſolate, 

With thze romains gan make his repeyze 
Danſippus,Þlectozeand Tozquate, 
Goyng to chyppe the time infoztunate: 
Towarde Spapne, the tepeſt gan thẽ dztue; 
That they in Iffrike vawarely dyd atiue. 


Stipion ſeing this wokull caſe ſodayne 
Howe he was bꝛought vnwarly to miſcheke, 
Foz Scicius a mighty ſtronge captaine 
Being a Pyzate and of the lea a thefe 
Whicheis a name of full great repzefe, 

The lame Pyꝛate longyng to Ceſare 

Fyll on Scipion oz that he was ware. 


Beyng in purpoſe toke him pziſonere, 
Within his @yppe tofoze his ariuaile, 

Foz which alas dul gan his chere 

His countenaunce appall,and eke faple, 

To fynd comfozt no man coude him coũſaile: 
Pulled out a werd whan he might nat ſtert, 
And role hun lelfe euyn to the hert. 


This was thende at laſt of Scipion, 
Leauer he had at miſchefe ſo to dey | 
Than vnder Ceſar lye fettred in pziſon; 
Onꝛ to his lozdſhippe in any wyſe obey: 
To Bochas next him came Pompey 
Sonne aud hey2e to great Poinpeyus;, 
Contrary alſo to Ceſar Julius. 


Had bꝛetherne and luſterne mo than one 
And many another of their aliaunce, 


And ol aſſent they caſt them euerichone 
Theit 


The ſirte boke. 


(Their fathers deth hauing in remembzaice, 
Upon Ceſar to take therof vengeaunce: 

Eke vpon Tholome which by colluſyon 
Slough their father by full falſe traplon. 


(The eldeſt bzother called eke Pompey 
Being in Spaine with ful great apparayle, 
Caſt himofnewe Ceſar to warrey, 

And his people pzoudly to aſſaple: 

And as J fynde there was a great batayle, 
In which Pompey the eldeſt ſon of thze 
By Julius men conftrained was to flee. 


He fonde no ſocour noz receit him to ſaue 

Ol his life he ſtanding in great dꝛede 
Knowyng no refute fled in to a caue, 
Telcape away knew no better rede, 

Where he was lla ine to Ceſar bzought hys 
Sent fozth in ſcozne anon to Hilſpalee, (hede: 
Which in Spayne is a full great cyte. 


Thus by pꝛoteſſe al holy the kinrede 

Ok Pompeius foz G02t conclulion, 

By Ceſar was and by his men in dede 
Without mercy bꝛought to diltruction: 
Thus gan encreas the tame and renoun 
Of Julius conqueſtes, on ſea c eke on land, 
Whole moꝛtal ſwerd might no man wſtand, 


Firſt in Libie, Spalne, and eke Jtayle 
Thexperience of his royal puillaunce, 

Jn Germany by many ſtrong batalle, 

His power pꝛeued ofte times in Fraunce, 
Bꝛought all thele kingdoms to þ obeilaunce 
Of the romains, peiſed al this thing and tein 
Touching his guerdõ his laboꝛ was in vein. 


Toward Nome making his repeyze 

By him appeaced ciuil dilcencions, 

Of Thꝛone imperial climbing in the eyze 
Fo: the conqueſt ot. xiii, regions 

Ok the triumphe required the guerdong: 
Which to recure his foꝛte hath applied, 
Albe the Senate his requ eſt hath denied. 


And his name moꝛe to magnifye, 

To chewe the glozy of his hie nobleſſe 

To the Capitole faſt he gan him hie, 

As Emperour his domes there to dꝛeſſe: 
That day began with top and gladneſſe 
The eue nothing accozding w the moꝛowe, 
Thentring gladde thende care a lozowe. 


Calphurnia whiche that was his wyfe 
Had a d2eme the lame night befozne, 
Tokyns chewed of the ſame funerall ſtrife 
Howe that herlozde was like to be lozne 
By conſpiracy compaſſed and \wozne, 
he that day without auiſement 
n the Capitole latte in iugement. 


She dꝛemed alas as che laye and ſlept 
That her loꝛde thzough girt w many a won 
Lay in her lappe, and che the body kept (de 
Ot womanhede lite as che was bounde: 
But wo alas to true her dꝛeme was founde, 
The next moꝛowe no lenger made delay 

Ok his periody was hys fatall day, 


A pooꝛe man called Tongilius 

Whiche ſecretly the traiſon did eſpy, 
Let wꝛite a letter, tote it to Julius, 
The cale declaring of their conſpiracy, 
Which to rede Ceſar lyſt nat apply: 
But wo alas ambicious negligence 
Cauſed his murdze by vn ware violence, 


Ceſar ſitting amydde the conſyſtozie 

In his eſtate moſt imperiall, 

After many conqueſtes and victozie 
Foztune awayting to giue hym a fall, 
With bodkpns perſinge as a nall, 

He murdzed was id many a moztal woid, 
Lo how falſe truſt in woꝛldly pope is found. 


CLenuoye, 


(===; D2oughe all this booke rede eche 
* 256. =} tragedy 
Aloꝛe reherled and put in remem- 
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02e wolull to my fantaſy 


2 
Than is the fall of Ceſar in ſubſtaunce: 
Which in his hyeſt imper iall puiſlaunce 
Whan he wende haue be moſt glozious, 
Was murdzed at Rome, by Bzutus Caſſius. 


This marcial pzince ridig thzough Lõbardy 
Eche countre pelded a bzought to obeiſaũte, 
Paſlyng the Alpes rode thzough Germany, 
To ſubiection bzought the realme of Frice, 
GateBz2utes Albion by long continuaũce, 


Two luſtres paſſed, this 2 
U 


of John Bochas 


Ind murd2ed at Rome by Bꝛutus Caſſius, 


Imong the Senat was the conſpiracy 

All of aſſent and of one accozdaunce, 
Whole triumphe they pzoudely gan deny 
But maugre them was kept thobſeruaunce, 
His chare of golde with ſtedes ofpleſaunce 
Conueted thꝛough Rome this pꝛince moſt põ 
The murdze folowig by B:utus Caſſius(pus 


Reken his conqueſtes reken his chiualry, 
With a counterpeis of wozldly variaunce, 
Foztunes chaunges foz his purparty 

Wap all togyder call them in balaunce 
Set to of Ceſar the miſcheuable chaunce: 
Dith his periody ſodapne and enuious, 
Murdzed at Rome by Bꝛutus Caſſius, 


Bokes all and Cronicles ſpecifye 

By inftuence of heuinly puruciaunce, 

Mars and Jupiter their fauour did apply 
With gladalpectes his nobleſſe to enhaunce, 
Mars gaue him man, Jupiter gouernaunce, 
Among pꝛinces holde one the moſt famous 
And murdzed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius, 


Beholde of Alyſandze the great monarchy 
Which all the wozld had vnder obeyſaunce, 
The p2owelle of Hectoz medled with gentry, 
Ok Achilles the melancolike vengeaunce, 
Keken of echone the quauering aſſuraunce: 
Among remembzing the fyne of Julius, 
Murdzed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius; 


Pꝛinces conſyd2ein marciall policy 

Is nouther truſt, faithe, no2 affiaunce, 

All tande in chaunge w twicling of an eye, 
Up towarde heuin ſet your attendaunce: 
The wozlde vnlure # all wozldly pleſaunce, 
Loꝛdchip abydeth nat recoꝛde on Julius, 
Mut dzed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius, 


« (The.xitii, Chapter, 


Howe Octauian ſucceded next,and howe 
themurdzers-of Julius died at 
myleheke. 


Fter the dethe ol this manly man, 
This noble Pzince , this famous Em- 
peroure, 


His woꝛthy nenewe called Octanian 
Toreigne in Rome was next his lucceſſour, 
Which did his deuoyze by diligent labour 
To punych all tho of nature as he ought, 

By rightfull dome Þ the murdꝛe wꝛought. 


Chefe conſpiratour was Bꝛutus Caſſius 
Which ofthis murdꝛe made all thoꝛdinaunce, 
Another B2zute ſurnamed Decius 

Was one alſo conſpyꝛyng the vengeaunte 
Wꝛought on Ceſar,he atter flaine in France: 
Here mẽ may ſe what coaſtes Þ men wende, 
How murdze alway requyzeth an pil ende. 


Within the ſpace almoſt of thꝛe pere 
Diſtroied were all the conſpiratours 

By lodaine dethe, c ſome ſtode in daungere 
To be banithed oꝛ eryled as traitours: 
And as it is cronicled by aucthours, 
Space of thꝛe pere rekened one by one 
Dyed at myſchefe the murdzers echone. 


To murdꝛe a pꝛinte it is a pitious thing, 
God of his right will take therof vegeaunce, 
Namely an Emperour ſo famous in ech thig 
Which all the woꝛld had in gouernaunce: 
Reken his coqueſtes digne of remembzaunce 
All peyled in one Bochas beareth wytneſſe 
In hie eſtate is littell ſykerneſſe. 


Che. xb. Chapter. 


CHowe Tullius was two tymes expled 
and at the * llayne by Pompt- 
ius. 


Pne auctoure here waiteth no longe 
pꝛoteſſe 
Ok Julius death complaining but a 


whyle, 
To wꝛite of Tully in haſt he gan him dꝛeſſe 
Compendiouſſy his life foꝛ to compile, 
Complaining, fyzſt ſaith his barayne ſtyle 
Is inſufficient to wzite as men may ſene 
Ok ſo notable a rethoziciene. 


Lampe and lanterne of Komayne ozafourg 

Among them called pꝛince of eloquence, 

On Pernalo he gathered vp the flours 

(This rethozicien molt of excellence, 

Whole merytes truely to recompence 

The muſes nyne me thought as J toke hede, 

A trowne of lauret ſet vpon his ne Ui 
or 
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Bochas aſtonied gan in him ſelfe conclude 
His boke,abaſhed,dull of his cozage, | 
Thought his termes # reaſons were to rude 
And that he lacked conning and langage 
Wherby he hould to his auauntage 
Though he labozed wzyting all his liue, 

Ok Tullius the merit es to dilcriue, 


Wherot luppꝛiled he caught a fantaſy 
Within him lelfe remembzing anonright 
Though it ſo fall ſomtime a cloudyeſkye 
Be chaled with wynde afoze the (on bzight, 
pet in effect it leſeth nat his light: ; 

Do Bochas deinpte that his dul wziting 
Eclypled nat of Tullius the Gining, 


With rude langage a man may well repoꝛte 
The laude oftriaphs # coqueſtes maruelus, 
Which thing remembzing gretly gi confozt 
The herte of Bochas, ⁊ to him lelfe ſaid thus 
C wo colours ſene that be contrarious 
Is white and blacke it may be none other, 
Eche in his kinde ſheweth moze foz other. 


In Phebus pꝛelſens ſtarres leſe their light, 
Tlere at midday appereth nat ZLucine, 

The fame of Tulli whilom one lo bzight 
Pꝛince of fayzeſpeche father of y doctrine, 
Whoſe bꝛight bemes vnto this houre tine: 
Sotyly quod Bochas of who wha Jendite 
My yande J fele quaking while J waite, 


But foꝛ to giue folke occaſion 

Which in rethozike haue moze experience 
Than haue J, and moze inſpection 

Jn the colours and crafte ofeloquence 
Them texite todotherr diligence, 

Unto my wziting whan they may attende 
Of compaſſion iny rudenelle to amende, 


Untohim ſelfe hauing this langage 
Bochas to wzite gan his pen dzeſle, 
Under luppoꝛte affozced his cozage 
To remembee thexcellent nobleſſe 
Ol this oꝛatour, which with the lwetneſſe 


Ok his ditees abzode as they haue chyned, 


Hath this wozlde moſte clerely enlumined. 


This Tullius this linguler famous man 
Fyzſte toremembze of his natiuite 

Boꝛne at Arpinas, a cite of Tuſcan 

Ok blode royal diſcended who lyſt le: 
Grekythe bokes of olde antiquite | 
Made of rethozike, a in their vulgar ſong 


The ſirteboke 


He tranſlated in to the latin tong, 


In tendꝛe youth his countre he fozſoke 
And fro Tuſcan his paſſage he gan dzeſle, 
Towarde Rome the right way he toke 
Entring the citie the renomed nobleſſe 
Hyddein his perſon chewed the bꝛightneſſe 
Ok diuers vertues, time while he abode, 
That like the (on hys kame ſpꝛede abꝛode. 


Foz his vertues made a citezaine 

The good repozte ot him ſhone lo clere, 
Like as he had be bozne a romaine 

In their fauour his name was ſo entere: 
Among them choſe foz a Conſulere, 
Agayne the cite time ofhis Conſulate 
Whan Cateline was with them at debate, 


By the pꝛudente of this Tullius 

And his manhode rekened bothe in fere, 
Catelina moſt truel and yzous 

Frowarde of pozte,# frowarde ok his chere, 
B uly euer to finde out the manere 

Howe he might by any token oz ſigne 
Agapne the citie couertly maligne, 


Sire hũdꝛed pere fourſcoze tolde and nine 
KRekened of Rome fro the foundacion 

This cruel tyzant this pꝛoude Cateline 
Made with other a coniuracion, 

Againe franchiſes and fredome ofthe toun, 
Firſt diſcured as bokes tell can 

In the parties and boundes of Tulcan 


The purpoſe holy ot this Cateline 
Imagined on falſe couetpſe, 

Was to bzyng Rome onto ruine, 

And therupon in many londꝛy wiſe 
Found out meanes, and wates gan deuiſe 
To his entent by diligent labour, 

In the cite to gette him great fauour, 


But finally his coniuration 

Dilcured was by one Quinctius, 

Which was afoze falſe vnto the toun 
Told al thecaſe vnto Tullius, 

By whole pꝛudence & wozking marueilus 
By helpe of Antony that was his felawe 
The coniuracion was bzoken and dzawe, 


By wytte of Tulli all the coniuratours 
Elſpied were and bzought vnto milchaunce, 
Theie-names red tofoze the Senatours- 
Ok their kalchead tolde all the 8 
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Manly oꝛdained thzough his purueiaunce 
With al his people as m ade is mencion, 
Catelina departed from the toun 


With Antony the (aid Cateline 

Belyde Piſtoy had a great bataile, 
Slaine in the felde he myght nat decline 
Foz he abode whan the felde gan fayle: 
Power ofonelittel may aueile, 

Namely whan falGed of malice # of pꝛide 
Jgaine trouth dare the bzont abyde, 


There was another called Lentulus 

Ok his felowes that named was Fabine, 
The third of them eke called Cetegus 

All aſſen ted and woꝛne to Cateline 
Strangled in pꝛilon at miſchefe did kyne: 
Caule Tullius did execucion 

Tulliane was called the pꝛilone. 


Thus coude he puniche traitoꝛs of the toun, 
Outray their enemies ołmanhod # pꝛudence, 
Called of their cite gouernour a patron 
Sent from aboue to be their defence. 

Their champion moſt digne ok reuerence, 
Choſe of their goddes their cite foz to gye 

By two pꝛerogatiues knighthode, ⁊ clergy, 


Lyke the ſonne he did them enlumpne 

By hie pzowes of knightly excellence, 

And thꝛough the woꝛlo his bemes dyd chyne 
Ok his rethoꝛike and of his eloquence: 

In whiche he had lo great experience 

By cirtũſtaunces that nothyng did lacke, 

He tranſcended Plocius and Gracke. 


Ok oꝛatours it is put in memoꝛpe 

This Tullius thꝛough his hie renoun 

Ok all echone the honour and the glozie 
Was giue to him, as made is mencion: 
Surmounted al and in concluſion 

The golden trumpe ok the houle of Fame 
Thzough the wozld blew abꝛode his name. 


De knewe lecretes of philoſophy, 

Came to Athens to ſcole foz doctrine, 
Wyere he p2ofited ſo greatip in clergy 

In all ſciences heuenly and diuyne 

That he was called as aucthozs determyne, 
Imonge Komayns of very due right, 

Of eloquence thelanterne and the light, 


It is rememb2ed among ozatours 
Howe Tullius pleted cauſes twayne 


Leaf.cit. 


In the romaine tourte afoze the Senatours 
The caule defending by langage ſouerain 
Oftwo accuſed againe them that did playn 
On their defautes,them lauyng fromilchefe 
The court eſcapyng fro dangere # repzefe, 


Thele cauſes twayne he pleted in latin 
With ſo excellent flouring fayze langage, 
With ſuch reaſons concluded at the fine 
That he by wyledome caught thauauntage 
In his maters, with all the ſurpluſage 
That might aueile vnto his partie 

What he laid there coud no man denie. 


Among Grekes at Athens the cite 

So great he was of reputacion, 

So famous holde of auctozite 

To be compared by their opinion | 
To the Philoſopher that called was Plato, 
To whole cradell bees dyd abꝛayde 

And hony ſote they on his lyppes layde, 


A pꝛonoſtike like as bokes tell 
Plato ſhould by famous excellence 

Ok rethoꝛike be very ſours and well, 
Foz his langage myꝛrour of eloquence: 
Pet the Grekes recozden in ſentence 
Howe Tullius in party and in all, 
Was vnto Plato in rethozike egall. 


Thꝛough his langage this ſaid Tulliug 
Reconciled by his ſote oziſons 

To the loꝛdchyp and grace of Julius 
Pztnces and kinges ot diuers regions, 
That luſpecte ſtode by accuſactong: 
Bicauſe they did Julius diſobey | 
Wer enclined with romains to Pompey, 


He coude appeaſe by his pzudent langage 
Folkes that ſtode in dilcencion, 

By crafte he had a ſpeciall auauntage 
Fauour ſynguler in pꝛonunciacion: 

In his demenyng great pzudence and realõ, 
Foz the pꝛonounſing ot matters in ſubſtaũce 
His thanke receiueth by chere c countenãce. 


Toa gladde mater longeth a gladde chere, 
Men treat of wyſdom w wozdes of ladnelle 
Pleintes requpꝛe after the matere 
Greuous o2 moꝛall, a chere of heuines, 
Lyke as the cauſe outher the pꝛoces 
Gyueth occaſion to hinder oz to ſpede, 


The doctrine in Tullius men may _ | 
e 


The ſirte boke. 
The name of Tulli was touth in many pla- Jn all haſt poſſoble to his ſepulture. 


His eloquence in euery lande was ryte, (ce, 


His langage made him ſtand in grace 

Ind be pzeterred during al his lite, 
Maried he was a had a right fayze wyke, 
Childzen many,ſeruauntes pong and olde 
And as J findehe helde a good houſhoulde, 


De Officits he wꝛote bokes the, 
De Amicitia J fynde how he w2ote one, 
Of age another notable foz to ſe, 


Ok moꝛall vertue they treated euerpchone: 


And as Uyncent wꝛote full yoze agone 
In his myꝛrour called Yyſtoztall, 


Nombze ok his bokes be there remebzed all. 


He wꝛote allo the dꝛeme of Scipion, 

Ok rethoꝛike compiled bokes twapne 
And twayne he w:ote of diuinacion, 
Ok titell of land to wꝛite he did his paine, 
A large boke of gloꝛie that is baine, 

De re Publica and he ſaith him ſelue 

Ol his oꝛacions he wꝛote bokes twelue. 


And of his dit ies that called be mozall 
Is remembxed notably in dede 

In the laid mpꝛrour Yiſtoziall, 

And yet this ſaid Tullius as J rede 
yd his woꝛchyps ode alway in dzede 
Ok foꝛtune, fo2 in concluſten 

He by enay was baniched Rome toun, 


Beyng in exile this famous Tullius 

It Campania in Itiue the cite, 
Recetued he was of one Plaucius 

A man that time ofgreat authozite, 
And while that he abode in that countre 


Sleping a night rhe boke maketh mencion, 


How that he had a wonders vilion. 


He thought thus as he laie lleping 

Ina deſert and great wilderneſle, 

Finding no pathe but to and fro romyng 
Howe he mette cladde in great richeſſe 
Gaius Martius, a pzince ot great nobleſſe, 
I ſkyng Tulli with a ſadde countenaunce 
What was chefe and cauſe of his greuaunce, 


Whan Tullius had him the cauſe tolde 
Ok his diſeaſe and his moztal wo, 
Marius with his hande ſet on him holde 
To a ſergiaunt aſſigned him right tho; 
And in all haſt bad him he Gould go 

To conuey him do his bu ly cure 


Where he chould haue tidinges ok plelaunce 
Ok his repepꝛe in to Rome towne, 

Be alleyed of his olde greuaunce 

This was thende of his auiſion 

The next mozow as made is mencion 
There was hold to Tullius great aueile 
Tokoze Jupiter in Rome a great counſaple, 


Within the temple buylded by Marius, 
The Senatours accoꝛded were certaine 
To reconlile this pzudent Tullius 

Out ok his exile to call him home againe: 
After receiued as loꝛd and ſouerame 

Ok eloquence,by aſſent of the Senate, 
Fully reſtozed vnto his fyꝛſt eſtate, 


This thinge was don whan 5 Rome toun 
Was at gretteſt ſtrife twene Ceſar a Popey, 
And foz Tullius dꝛue him to Caton 

With Pompeius, Ceſar to warrey, 

And of Julius the partie diſobey, 

Out of Rome Tullius dyde him hie 

Fledde with Pompey in to Theſlalie. 


Ceſar after of his free mocion 

Wuhan he ſtode hieſt in his gloꝛie, 

Hym teconlyled againe to Rome town, 
Upon Pompey accompliſhed the victozie: 
But Jul ius ſlaine in the conliſtozie 

By lixty Senatours being ofaſſent 
Tullius againe was in to exile (ent, 


And in a cite called Fariman 

Tullius his exile dyd endure, 

Foz Antonius was to him enemy than 
Bycauſe that he percaſe of auenture 
Compiled had an inuectite (cripture 
Agayne Antony reherſing all the caas 
Ok his dekautes, and of Cleopatrag. 


Thus ok enuy and of moꝛtall haterede 
His deth compaſſed by Antonius, 

And after ward execute in dede 

By pꝛocuring of one Pompiltus, 

Gate a cõmiſſion, the ſtoʒie telleth thus 
Ol falſe malice and foꝛthe anone went he 
In to Gayze ot Compayne the cite, 


And by the vertne ol his commiſſion 
Taking of Fntony licence and liberte, 
Chefe rethoꝛician that euer wag in the toun 
Among Romains to wozthyp the at ng 


— 
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Was ſlaine,alas,ofhate and enmyte 
By Pompilius rote of all falchead, 
Pꝛokering him ſelfe to lmite ot his head. 


Tullius afoze had be his defence 

Fro the galowes and his dethe eke let 
Which had deſerued foz his great offence 

To haue ben hanged vpon an hie gybet: 
Who laueth a thefe whan the rope is knet 
About his necke. as olde clerkes waite 
With ſome falſe turne þ bzibour wil hi quite, 


Lo here the vice of ingratitude 

By experience bzought fully to a pꝛefe, 
Who in his hert treaſon doth enclude 

Caſt foꝛ good wyl to do a man repzefe, 
What is the guerdon foz to ſaue a thefe: 
Whan he is eſcaped loke and ye ſhall fynde, 
Ok his nature euer to be vnkinde. 


This Pompilius traitour moſt odible 

To ſhewe him ſelfe falle, cruell # vegeable, 
Toward Tully did a thing hozrible, (ble 
Whan he was dead this bzibour moſt culpa 
S mit ol his right had, to heare abominable, 
With which hande he lerning on him toke 
To wit e of vertues many a famous boke, 


The hande, the head, of noble Tullius 
Which cuery man ok right ought complaine, 
Were take and bzought by Pompilius 

Upon a ſtake (et vp both twapne, 

There to abide where it did chyne oꝛ rayne 
With wynde # weder tyll they were defyed, 
In tokea al fauour was to him denied. 


Che. x vi. Chapter 
* A chapiter againe ianglers and dyffa⸗ 
mers of rethozike. 
= Ochas complaining in hys ſtudye 
- | alone 


= The death of Tulli and the wofull 
— fall, 


Grudging in hert made a pitous mone 
The folke rebuking in eſpeciall 

Which of nature be boyſtoug and rurall, 
And hardy ben foz they no conning haue 
Craft ot rethoꝛike to hindze and depzaue, 


Clerkes olde didgreatly magnifie 

This noble ſcience that were expert # wyle 
Called it parte of philoſophy, 

Ind laid alſo in their pꝛudent auiſe 

There be thze partes as treſourgofgret pzile 


Leaf.cii 


Compiled in bokes and ok olde pzouided, 
In to which Philolophie is deuided. 


The firſt of them called is Moꝛall 

Which directeth a man to good theweg, 
And the lecond called Natural 

Telleth the z inde of goodmen and chzewes, 
And the thirde racionall well ſhewes (kong, 
What men (hal voide and what thing vnder - 
And to that partie Rethozike doth belong. 


By Tullius,as authours determine, 

Ok his perſon reherling in ſubſtaunce 
Traunſlated was fro Greke into Latine 
Craft of rethozike, and foz the abundance 
Of eloquence ſtuffed with pleſaunce, 

All ozatours remembzed him tofoꝛne 

Was there none like noz after him yet boꝛne. 


Bochas alſo ſaithe in his wꝛitinges 

And pꝛeueth wele by reaſon and ſentence, 
To an ozatour longeth four thinges, 

Firſt natural wyt, pꝛactike, with ſcience, 
Uertuous life, chefe grounde ofeloquence : 
Ok poꝛte aud maner that he be tretable, 
Thele meanes had, mine auctoz hold hi able, 


In his wꝛiting and in his ſcriptures 
Bochas wele parceiueth it muſt nedes ben 
Howe Þ of right there long fiue armures 
Toeuery notable rethozicien, 

Sette here in oꝛder who liſt them lene 
Whiche he calleth reherſing in ſentence, 
The fiue baners longing to eloquence. 


The fyꝛſt of them called Inuencion 

BY whiche a man dothe in his hert finde 

A lecrete grounde founded on reaſon 

With circaſtaunces Þ nought be left behinde, 
Fro poynt to poynte impꝛinted in his minde, 
Touching þ matter 5ᷣ ſubſtaunce a the great 
Ot whiche he caſt notably tentreat. 


Another armure in oꝛder the le conde 

Ok right is called Diſpoſicion, 

As of a matter whan the grounde is founde 
That euery thing by iuſt deuiſion 

Be voide of al foꝛeine digreſſion: 

So dilpoled touching time and fpace 

Fro ſuperſſuite kepe his due place. 


The third armure named in lentente 
Js Elocucion with woꝛdes many oz fewe, 
Matters conueyed by tuſt conuenience 

＋. Dilpo 
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Dipoled in oꝛder couenably to ewe: 

Like a caruer that fyꝛſt doth tymbze hewe 
Saware and compaſſe caſt fetures a vyſage, 
With caruing tole maketh vpa tayze ymage. 


Pꝛonunciacion is the fourth armure 
Neceſſary to euery ozatour, 

In ſuch caſe whan craft vnto natnre 
Jopned is by diligent labour, 

With elocucion, and that there be fauour 
In declaring with euery circumſtaunce, 
Folowing the mater in chere a countenaunce 


An heuy mater requireth an heuy chere, 

To a gladde matter longeth well gladneſſe, 
Man ta pzonounling muſt folow the matere 
Olde oꝛatours can beate herof wytneſſe: 

A furious complaint vttred in diſtreſſe 

This was ß maner as poetes do diſcriue, 

In his tragedies whan Denec was a line, 


Thefifte armure called Remembꝛaunce 
With quicke memozie by pzonidence to le 

So auiſely to groce vp in ſubſtaunce 

Holy his maters that nought fozgoten be, 
Leſt fozgetfulneſſe derke nat the liberte 

Ok clere repoꝛt, eche thing to haue in mynde, 
That in pzonounſing nothing be left behind. 


I fo2e pꝛouided ſo that foꝛgetfulneſle 

Be no hindzer to inuencion, 

And in pꝛoceding no foꝛeyne rechelelneſſe 
Trouble nat the oꝛder of dilpolicion: 

And foꝛ taccompliſhe all vp wih realon 
That pꝛonounting by clere remeinbzaunce 
Be well fauoured with chere & countenauce, 


Thele ſaid thinges be inly neceſſary 

To euery pꝛudent notable ozatour, 

Nat to haſty noz ouerlong to tary 

But to conuey his pꝛoceſſe by meaſure: 

In chere accoꝛding ſtant all the fauor, 

Fo in pzonounſing who lacketh chere oz face 
Of Tullius ſchole ſtandeth far out of grace, 


All erthely beſtes be muet of nature 
Saue onely man, which hath auauntage 
By a pꝛerogatiue aboue eche creature, 
To vtter his conceite onely by langage: 
The loule by grace repꝛeſſeth all outrage, 
Namely whan reaſon hath the ſoueraynte 
To bꝛidel paſſions of ſenſualite. 


Kinde vnto man hath giuen eloquence 


The ſite boke. 


A thing conuenable en eſpectal, 

Phan that it is conueied by pꝛudence 

To tale ot matters that be natut ai. 

Ind lecretes hyd aboue celeſtiall 

Doth entreat of ſonne, mone # ſtarres, 
Thinftuent power lent of pees and warres, 


God of all this hath graunted knowleging 
Onely to man by wyledom and reaſon, 
Ind thzough langage giue to him chewyng 
Outwarde to make declaracion 

Of the heuenly courſe and ſondzie mocion: 
Diuers chaunges and plainly to diſtine 
The reuolucion of the ſpheres nyne. 


Men by langage chewe out their ententeg, 
The naturalil meuing and mutacions, 
Accoꝛde and diſcoꝛde of the four elamenteg, 
Kyndly variaunce of four complexions, 
The generacion and the cozrupcions 

Ok erthely thinges,contrary eche to other, 
Cozrupcion of one engendꝛing of another, 


This is the power and the pzecellence 
Which is giue to man reaſonable, 

That by langage and by eloquence 

A man is taught in vertue to be ſtable: 
Ok loule eternall of body toꝛrumpable, 
Taught with his tong while he is aline 
Ot his defautes howe he chall him chzpue. 


Bochas eke telleth touching rethozike 
There be two maners, one is oł nature 
Lerned in youth which doth one ſpeke lyke 
As he hercth oz lerneth by (criptare: 
Craft of rethozike is giuz to no creature 
Saue to man which by great diligence, 
By ſtudy cometh tocrafr ofeloquence, 


Crafte of langage and of p2udent-ſpeche 
Cauleth pꝛechours by ſpyꝛituall doctrine 
Uertuouſly the people koꝛ to teche 
Howe they all liue by mozal diſciplin® 
Langage techeth men to plant wine 
Enfozmeth folke to wozhyp holy churche, 
The artificer true to wurche, 

Pet there be ſome þ plainly teche and pꝛeche 
Haue of langage this opinion 

God hath nat moſt regard vnto ſpeche 

But to the heart and tothe affection 

Belt gan guerdon the in warde intencion 


Ok euery man, nat after the viſage 
But like the meuing of their inward coꝛage. 
To 
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To our langageis great diuerſite 
Whan men chew thelkect of their mening 
Beit ok ioye oꝛ of aduerſite 

Chere foz taccozde ther with in bttring, 
Nowe debonayze ſom while rebuking, 
And in reherſing like chere alway tapply 
Be it of rudeneſle beit of curteſy, 


Ok diſcrecion ſette a differente 

In his pꝛonounlinge to perce oꝛ vndermine, 
To dꝛawe the iudge vnto his lentente 
Oz to his purpoſe to mate him to encline: 
Se wheder he be melancolike oz benigne, 
O2 his matere be vttred oz vncloled 
Conlider atoꝛe howe that he is diſpoſed, 


eiled all this thing by a rethozicien 

ith other thiges which apperteine of right 
To craft of ſpeche,he mult conceiue and ſene 
Maters of ſubſtaunce # matters þ be light, 
Diſpole him ſelfe tentreate enery wight, 
Like to purpoſe and fine of his matiere, 
As foz the time rethozikeDothe require. 


As by enlample myne auctoz dothe recoꝛde 
Men let at warre in hert farrea ſonder 

(The rethoꝛicien to make them foꝛ taccozde 
Muſt leche wayes a meanes here a yonder, 
Okolde rancour tappeile p boyſtous thunder 
By wile examples # pꝛouerbes pertinent 
Tenduce the parties to be of one aſſent, 


A man allo that ſtant in heuineſſe 
Diſpeired and diſconſolate, 

The rethozicien muſt do his buſyneſſe 
The grounde conlidꝛed # felt of his eſtate, 
The cauſe ſerched why he ſtant diſſolate, 
Which to refozme by diligent labour 

Is the true office of euery ozatour, 


Ok rethoziciens whilom that were olde 

Th lugred langage a vertuous daliaũce 
Bygoodenſample æ pꝛouerbes 5 they tolde 
Woꝛdes pelible enbeliched with plelaunce 
Appeſed ol tyꝛantes the great bfgeaunce, 
Sette aſide their fun lentence 

By vertue onely of pzudent eloquence. 


Ind contrary plainly to conclude 
Men ſe all day by clere experience 
Folke vnauiſed,andhaſty foles rude 


Leaf.cliit, 


Uttryng their ſpeche, as naked men a bare 
Foz larke ot rethoꝛike their matter to declare, 


Bp tlere exãple, as purple (who taketh hed?) 
Logeth to kinges in ſtoꝛie ye map finde, 
With clothes ok golde and riche veluet wede 
Fret with Rubies and other ſtones Inde, 
Saphirs, emeraudes, peerles of their kynde 
As all thele thinges appꝛopꝛed be of right 
Pleſaunt obtectes to a mannes ſight: 


So the langage of rethoziciens 

Sa gladde obiette to mannes audience, 

ith long melodious ok muliciens 
Whiche doth great cofozt to euery pzeſence: 
As by example Imphion w long # eloquence 
Buylded the walles of Thebes thecite, 
He had of tethoꝛike lo great ſubtilite. 


In his langage there was ſo gret pl eſaunce 
Finding ther by lo inly great pꝛofite, 

That all the countre came to his obeyſaunce 
To here him ſpeke they had ſo great delite: 
The people enupꝛon had ſuch an appetite 

In his perſon in peace and in bataile, 
Here me map ſe what rethozike doth aueile. 


A The.xrbii-Chapiter, 


C Howe Sertus warreied againe Tri⸗ 
umuir, and of the death of great An⸗ 
tonie and Cleopatras. 


= Olowing thozder of Bochas in his 
e 


bo 
N 1 in hande as he caſte vp 
— e, 

Tofoze him came pale of chere # loke 

A mighty pꝛince ſonne vnto Pompeye 
Called Sextus, whiche as bokes ſaye 
Delyted hym wyth a greate nauee: 

Lyke a Pyzate to robbe on the ſee; 


To his father contrary inſuche caas, _ 
Foz euery Pyzate of cuſtome he dyd hate: 
Upon theſea whole vlage was 


And bꝛaynleſſe people of wplfull negligence, Againſt theim pꝛoudelpe to debate, 
Bycaule they were barraine ofeloquence : Purlued them early and ebe late, 
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Where this Sextus to his great repaicfe 
Was on the ſea a robbour and a thete, 


The ſclaund2eofhim gan to ſpꝛede farre, 
Repoꝛted was in many a farre countre, 
With Triumuir this Sextus gan a war, 
Which is an office and adignite 

By the Komains cõmptted vnto thze, 
Notable eſtates, choſe foz chiualry 
Thempire all hole to gouerne and to gye. 


The fy2ſt of them named Lepidug, 

Ind the (econde called Octautan 

The third in nombze was Antonius, 
Again which thze Sextus this pzoud man 
Of ſurquedy a newe warre began, 

Afo2e by Julius fo2 his rebellion 
Banithed foz euer out of Rome toun. 


Triumuir of politike gouernaunce 

Well auiſed atoze in their reaſons, 
Treating koꝛ peace by notable purueiaunce 
LOith pꝛoude Sextus vnder condicions, 
Waite and enacte in their conuencions, 

But anone after liſt no while tary, 

He to his pꝛomile was froward # contrary, 


Foꝛ his conuycte outragtous falſneſſe, 
Ind on the lea foꝛ his robbery 

Bochas of him wꝛiteth no long pꝛoceſſe, 
Vauing dildaine his name to magnify 
Foz he to vertue liſt nothing apply: 

The different cauſe which is in theſtate 
Itwene knighthode and like ol a pyꝛate. 


With fugitiue theues and robbours 

And men exiled out ol Rome toun, 
Baniched people. falſe conſppꝛatours, 
With other conuicte of murdze and trayſon, 
He toke all (uch vnder pꝛotection: 

And one Moena a churle of his certaine 
Ol fourty chyppes he made him capitain, 


The ſaid churle vnwarely tho began 

To folow the nature of his condicion, 
Alied him ſelfe with Octauian 

Againe his loꝛde, ot full falſe traiſon 

With all his nauy # chyppes he tame doun, 
Spared nat to mete of very pꝛide 

With Menecratus p was on Sextus lide, 


But al to loone as the bataile began 
And the parties togider choulde gone, 
All the veſſelles ol Octauian 


The lixte boke 


Beſide a caſtell buylt of lime and ſtone 


With lodaine tẽpeſt were dꝛowned echone, 


Called Nauleton, where pet to gret repꝛeke 
Sextus fled # was bzought to milcheke, 


Went in to Grete to make him ſtrong agein 
To holde a batayle with Antonius 

(Take inhis coming by ſtrength of a capitcin 
Longing to Antonie called Phurniug 
Whilom nephue to Ceſar Julius, 

And oꝛ duke Sextus might farther wende 
He ſlaine was and made there his ende. 


Ok Triumuir in thempyze as J tolde 
There was a capitaine called Lepidug, 
Whiche by his office like ag he was holde 
Right buſy was, the boke reherſeth thus, 
To reconlile the pꝛoude Antonius 

To the grace of great Octauian, 

Eche thing fozgiue wherof the war began, 


And fo conclude ſhoztly who liſt ſe 

Foztune a whyle was to him gracious, 
Themppze all whole gouerned by thele thzee 
Loꝛdchyp ok Affrike had Lepidus, 

By which he wert pꝛoude and contrariug, 
To him alligned bnder commiſſions 

Fully the nombꝛe of twenty legions, 


Wherok in hert he caught ſuch a pꝛide 
Cauling by pꝛoceſſe his diſtruction, 
Surquedy a while was his gide 

Fro his eſtate till he was fall doun, 
Namely whan he of falſe pzeſumpcion 
Toke bvponhimotmalice to warrep 

The (aid Octauian,and gan him diſobep. 


Whan Octauian his malice dyd ſe 
That he gan ware ſodainly contrary, 
He thzew him downe from his dignite 
Caſt him in exile, liſt nolengar tary: 
Lo how Foꝛtune gan ſodainly vary 
To make him that had gouernaunce 
Ok all Iffryke.,to come to miſchaunce. 


Another pzince Ceſar Lucius 

Exiled was from Rome the cite 

Bp his vncle the ſaid Antonius, 

Df wylkulneſle and haſty cruelte? 
Foz in that time, as men may rede and le, 
Contriued caules were founde vp of malice 
Texile pzinces notable holde and wyſe. 


Some bycaule they helde with — 1 


of John Bochas 


Other fo2 Pompey Þ helde on that partie, 


Some foz their good afoze oz they wer ware 


Some koꝛ ſuſpection, ſome foz enup, 
Some foz they coude nat flatter noz lie: 


Some foz vertues which was great routhe 
Bycaule they were ſo ſtable in their trouthe. 


In this trouble dzedefull and odious 
As is reherled, in oꝛder ye may rede, 
Che noble knight Paulus Lucius 
Exiled was of malice and hatered 
Folowing vpon the great hoꝛrible dede 
The pitous death and the hatefull caag 
Ok great Antonie and Cleopatras, 


The tragedy of theſe ylke twaine 

Foz me as nowe qchalbe ſet aſpde, 

Cauſe Chaucer chefe poete of Britaine 
Seing their hertes coude nat deuide 

In his boke the legende of Cupide 
Remembzing there, as one they did endure, 
So were they burped in one ſepulture. 


Thing ones laid by labour of Chaucer 
Were pzeſumpcton me to make againe, 
Whole making was ſo notable and enteer 
Right compendious # notable in certayne, 
Which to reherce the labour were in vayne; 
Bochas remembzing how Cleopatras 
Cauſed Intonte howe he diſtroied was. 


Der Auarice was ſo impoztable, 

He luppꝛiled with her great fayzneſſe 
Folowing her luſtes foule # abhominable, 
She delpꝛing to haue be empꝛeſſe 

And he alas of frowarde wylkulneſſe 

To pleaſe her, vahappely began 

To warrey the great Octauian 


Frowarde ambicion ſet his hert on fyze 
To climbe vp to the imperiail ſea, 

To haue polleſſion of the hole empye, 
Toke vpon him ik it wolde haue be 

To reigne alone in Rome the cite, 
Cleopatras to foſter her in pꝛide 
Tytell of Octauian foꝛ to ſet aſyde, 


With inultytude of many legions 

Is J haue tolde, againe Octauian 

To him accroched of diuers regions 
Great multytude otf many manly man, 
Firſt on the lea to warre he began 

Where he was maugre all his might 

To his confuſion vawarely put to flight. 


Diſpeyzed fled home to his countre, 
Knowing no helpe noz meane to recure 
But to thencreas ok his aduerſite, 

Whan that he ſa we his woful auentare 
Gaine Octauian he might nat endure, 
With a harpe lwerde his danger to dinert 
Him lelfe he rofe vnwarely to the hert. 


Ok whole dethe the quene Cleopatras 
Toke a loꝛow very impoztable, 

Bicauſe there was nd recure in the caas 
Thought ofhis wo che would be partable, 
Whoſe fatall ende piteous and lamentable 
Slough eke her ſeife loue ſo did her raue, 
Alter they both were buried in one graue 


zs Thus endeth the lixt boke and 
here after foloweth the 
ſeuenth. 


Teak. cltitl 


The ſeuenth boke. 


C Of Antony lon and heire to the greate 


Antonic:and of Ceſarius, Julia, Agrippa, 
Caſlius, and Galbus. 


C The Fyꝛſt Chapter. 


I ax ens. N the ixte 0 ey 
IN \| Bochas wery thought 
N Wi foz the beſt 
Ok gret traueile oppzel 
> Fe led in his loge 
2 Fil in a ſlombꝛe leanig 
on his chelt, 
mee Fully in purpoſe to ha⸗ 
ne take his reſt: 
But euin as he reſt ſhould haue take 
Came a great pꝛees, and made him tawake, 


Firſt ot that felowochip came the (on # heyze 
Of Antonie, W biode ſpꝛeint all his wede, 
Called Antonie fall in great diſpeyze, 
Cauſe Octauian bare to him haterede, 
Wyoſe ſwerde he fled quaking in his dꝛede 
To an olde temple ſocour foꝛ to haue, 
Truſting fro death the place chould hi ſa ue. 


In that temple Ceſar was deified, 

Of who by Komains was let vp an ymage, 
But whan helawe he was eſpied 

He ran to Julius hie vpon a ſtage, 

Gan him to enbꝛace in his piteous rage, 

He rent away by ſodaine violence 
Unwarely llaine there gained no delence. 


. 


Next in oꝛder came Ceſarius 

Of whom there fill a wondze pitous caas, 
Whilom beget of Ceſar Julius 

Upon the pong fayze Cleopatras, 

Slaine in his youth,thus wziteth Bochas: 
As Octauian dyd him ſelfe alſigne, 

Foz he gaine Romains chould nat maligne. 


Folowing in oꝛder Julia began ; 

Hir greuous complaint to Bochas ſpecify, 
Whilom doughter to great Octauian, 
With weping gan to houle and crie, 

Which by her father to puniſh her lecherp 
Exiled was out ok her countte, 

Foz lacke of (ocour died in pouerte. 


Her ſon Agrippa pong and tendze of age 
Boꝛne ok hie blode, Bochas doth erpzeiſe, 
Came next in oꝛder pale of his viſage, 
Which ſpent his time in ſlombꝛe # idelueſſe, 
Froward to vertue, toz his wzetchedneſſe 
Octauian which was ou routhe, 
Sultred him die at milchek ſoz his louth, 


After Agrippa came fozth anone right 
Caſſius.of Parme a famous great countre, 
Which in I taile was holde a-mily knight, 
With Mat ke Antony wele cheriched lecre 
Bode iu his court and there withall parde 
Greatly alowed, kyꝛſt foz his chiualtp, 

Ind foz his notable famous policy, 


Ind there withall he had in exiſtence 

A right great name, a ſtode in great fauour 
Foꝛ his knighthode a fo his hie pꝛudence, 
After accuſed vato the Emperour 
Octauian foz a coniuratour, 

He Gould haue be of frowarde falſe entent 
To Julius death fully cf aſſent, 


Foꝛ whiche by bidding of Octanian 
Takehe was being but yong of age, 
Ind as mine auctoꝛ well remembꝛe can 
Bꝛougyt tokoze Julius hie vpon a ſtage, 
There offred vp vnto his ymage 

By cruell death the ſtoꝛie telleth thug, 
Foz the falſe murdze of Ceſar Julius. 


After the death of the ſaide Caſſius 
Inother came of Rome the cite, 

Which as TJ rede called was Galbug 
Ok a Pꝛetour hauing the dignite, 
And foz ſuſpection ſlaine eke was he, 
His eyen fyzſt out of his head were rent 
Foz Julius death, than in to exile ſent. 


Toward his exile by bzigantes he was ſlai- 
And *fter that within a litel while (ne, 
Ol his labour nouther gladde ne faine 
Bochas began to dyzecte his tile 


of John Bochas 


To great Herodes, bꝛeuelp to compile 
His greuous fal and holy the manere 
To let in oꝛder next as pe ſhall here, 


The. ii. Chapter. 


2c how the tyꝛaũt Herodes ſlough his wyke 
and — © "0 died at myl⸗ 
cheke. 


Emembzynge fyzſte in Jurpe he was 


kyng, 

Antipater his father, who lyſt ſe, 
In Arabia mightely reignyng: 
Ouer the pzoupnce called Jdume, 
This lame Herodes gardeyne of Galile, 
O2dayned was fyzſte foz his hye pꝛudence 
Ind foz his notable knyghtly ercelience, 


Famous in manhode,famous of his lyne, 
Famous alſo by pzocreacion, 

J rede alſo he had wyues nyne, 

And amonge all as made is mencion 

To hys pleaſaunte and his opinion, 
Maiſter of ſtoꝛies reherſeth there was one 
Mariannes fapzeſt of echone, 


By whom he had woꝛthy ſonnes twapne, 
Alyſander and Ariſtobolus, 

But foꝛ his (uſter dyd at her diſdaine 
Called Saloma, the ſtozie telleth thus, 
He vnto her wext ſulpicious, 

Bycauſc ſhe was accuſed of enup 

By Saloma touchyng auoutry, 


Agayne her of rancour ſodaynly 

He gan ok herte greuoully diſdap:2e, 

LOtth rigoꝛous hert he ſlewe her furiouſly, 
But as the ſtoꝛie doth vs aſcertayne 

He foꝛ her deth after felte great paine, 
Euer whan it came to his remembzaunce 
Der pozte,her chere, her womialy pieſaunce , 


Lo what it is a pꝛince to be haſty 

To euer tale of rancour to aſſent, 
And counlaylles to pzocede wilfully 
To erecucion of frowarde falſe entent, 
Foz Herodes ſo ſoze hedyd repent 
That he foz thought fyl in to annoy, 
Ok hertely ſoꝛowe and malencolp. 


Reſt had he none nouther day ne nyght, 
Troubled with fury that he wert iraniyke, 
W d2zemes vexed a many an vncouth (yght, 


Ok chere noꝛ colour to no man he was lyke: 
Ind euer moncth ones ilunatike, 

A great whyle he had this wokull ly ke 

Foꝛ ſoꝛowe onely he had ſlayne his wyke. 


Ind as the ſtoꝛye wel reherce can, 

In the Capitople mydde Rome the cite 
By Antonye and by Octauian 

He crowned was, and made kyng of Jude: 
By the Senate made theron a decree 

Jud regiſtred,that he and his kynred 
Shulde in that lande lineally pzocede, 


In Rome was made the confirmacion 
To this Herodes, bokes lpecikye, 

Beyng afoze the trandacion 

Was made of Juda and of Jurye, 
Septet and crowne with all the regaly 
By hym vſurped as ye haue herde tofozne 
Upon the tyme whan Chꝛiſt was bozne, 


This ſame Herodes by pꝛocuracion 

Ok Intonpe, dyd alſo occupy 

By Auguſtus plener remiſſion, 

The great eſtate called Tretrarchy 

In two kyngdoms, with al the regaly 

Ok Traconitides, Iturp eke alſo, 

By the Ramains made loꝛde of bothe two. 


Mapſter of ſtoꝛies reherſeth ol hym thus 
Foz commendacion in eſpeciall. 

In Fſchalon he buylded a ſtately hous 

Of right great coſt,a palayes ful royal, 
LOas none ſo riche foz to reken all; 

After whych myne authoure doth ſo w2xte 
He callev was Herode Iſchalonite. 


This ſame Herodes cruell of nature 

Ok chere and pozte paſſyng ambicious, 
Ape to be venged dyd his buly cure 

On al that were to hym contrarious, 
Yys wyues bꝛother Friſtobolus 

In Jeruſalem chefe bychoppe as J rede, 
Falſely he ſlough ot malyce and hatered. 


Uniuſtly reigned # boꝛne thꝛough his realme 
His hert fret and cankred wythenuy, 
Another byhoppe tn Jeruſalem | 
Called Hirtanus, myne authour lyſt not lpe, 
This (ame Herodes in his malencoly 
Slewe hym vawarely by racour vengeable, 
Setting at dyner at his owne table. 


There was no man of cozrage moze cruel. 
T. ili. Noz 
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No2 moze deſirous to be magnified, 
To makehis name allo perpetual 
Four ſtatelye cities he hath edified, 
Of which the names be here ſpecified, 
Ceſaria,Sebaſtin,citees louerapne, 
Intipadꝛa, Cipꝛe, that other twayne, 


He had alſo a falſe condicion, 

He truſted none that was of his kynrede, 
His ſonnes twaine he had in ſulpectiõ, 
Their purpole was toſley him of hatred, 
Whan he were deade hopyng to luccede: 
And cauleleſſe as father molt vnkynde 
Made the be llayne, in ſtoꝛy thus J tynde, 


In al his woꝛkyng he was founde double, 
J great tirant hold thꝛogh his realme, 
Neuer thinge ſo greatly dyd him trouble 
As whan the kinges came to Jeruſalem 
Jeſu to ſeche, that was bozne in Bethelem, 
Boldly affirmynge cauſe of their commynge 
Was to wozthyp that bleſſed yonge kyng. 


The which thynge whan he dyd aduertiſe 
Pꝛophecies remembzinge and wzitinges, 
Within hym ſelfe a meane he gan deuile 

Firſt to diſtroy theſe famous holy kynges, 
Namely whan he knewe of their offrynges: 
Jmagiapng gan ſuppoſe blyue, 
The child was bozne that Quld him depziue 


Newipy diſcended fro Dauid doun by line 
Caſtalmoſt Herodes in a rage, 

Ok curſed hert gan frowardly maligne 

Lyke a tirant of venomous outrage 

Slewe al the childꝛen within two pere of age 
About Bethelem a ful large (pace, 

Ye ſpared none foz fauour noz foz grace, 


One ok his chyldzen bepng at nurcery 

Is the ſtoꝛy putteth in remembzaunce 

Of auenture, oꝛ they coude it eſpy (aũce: 
His knightes ſlough, J trowe it was venge- 
Eche tirant gladly endeth with milchaũce, 
And ſo muſt he that wert ayen Chzilt wode, 
Which foz his ſake chedde innocẽtes blode, 


The nobze of childze that were llayne in dede 
About Bethelem and in tho parties, 
Inhundzed fozty and four. M. as J rede, 
Two yere of age ſought out by eſpies 


The leuenth boke 


Ok Herodes, and foz the pꝛophecies 
Ok Chziſtes byzth mencion did make 
They were echone ſlapne foz his ſake, 


Fro that day foꝛth as made is mencion, 

He fyl in many bncouth malady, 

His fleſh gan tourne to cozrupcion, 

Frette wyth wozmes vpon eche party: 
LOhiche him aſſailed by great tourmentry, 
His legges lwole coꝛbed blacke gan chyne, 
Where vengeatice wozketh adue al medicine, 


Ok his lickenes the ſtenche was ſo hoꝛible 
To awapte on him no man myght abpde, 
Unto him ſelte his carrayne wert odible 
So ſoꝛe he was troubled on eche (pde, 
Leches foz hym did a bath pꝛouide, 

But al foz nought, in ſuch miſcheke he code 
Of greuous conſtraynt he ſodẽly wert wode. 


In token he was wery of his lyfe 

So impoꝛtable was his moztal paine, 

To pare an apple he aſked a ſhatpe knyfe, 
His malady dyd hym lo conſtraine 

Fully in purpole to cut his herte in twayne: 
(The knife he raught leyſar whan he founde 
One ſtode beſyde a bacwarde dzue his hond. 


Foz payne vnneth his winde he might dꝛawe 
Gaue al his frendes in commaundement 

By adecrce and a furious lawe, 

That al tbe wozthy ol parties adiacẽ̃t 
LObiche » were ſatne oz glad in their entents 
Ok his dethe he voyde of all pitce 

The lame day they Goulde ſlayne be, 


This curled wꝛetche this odious caytife 
3 rede of none ſtode farther out of grace, 

n ſoꝛowe & miſchefe ended hath his lyfe, 
Eche man was glad whan he choulde pace: 
And fo2 his ſtoꝛpe doth this boke difface, 
With wofull clauſes of him whan J wzyte 
Therefoze J caſt no moze of him tendite. 


CLenuoye, 
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CLenuoy, 

O Herodes the vn ware curſed fall, 

The lyte vngracyous of hym and hys 
kinrede, | 
Euer vengeable in his eſtate rotal, 
Yys wyfe, his childze, ſlough of olde hatered: 
Innocentes he made in Bethelem blede, 
Keignyng in Juda, boꝛne of fozeyne lygne, 
The kyꝛſt tyzant,ye may the Byble rede, 
Whych ayen Chꝛiſt gan frowardly maligne. 


Hys ſwerde of rigour cruel and moztal 

Jye redy whet to do vengeaunce in dede, 
Þaſty and fumous with furies infernall, 

Df wylfull malice innocẽ tes blode tolhede: 
Dyd execucion alſo on womanhede, _ 
Slewe his alies, whiche was a curſed ſigne, 
Foz the fy2ſte cauſe he ſtode in dꝛede (ligne. 
Whiche againe Chziſte gan frowardly ma⸗ 


He woulde that none were to hym egall 
That daye alyue in Jſraell to ſuccede, 

The byꝛthe of Chꝛiſt dꝛed in elpeciall 

Caule fro Jeſſe his line gan floure # ſede, 
He but a fozrayne came in by fraude # mede, 
Without titell to that eſtate vndigne, 

The fyꝛſt alſo who lyſt takehede (liane, 
Whiche agayne Chziſte gan krowardely ma- 


Noble pꝛinces that gouerne ouer all | 
This large wozld,both in length and bꝛede, 
Whan pou ſitte hyeſt in your royall ſtall 

Do not the people oppzeſſe noꝛ ofreriede, 
Upon Herodes remembꝛe as J rede, 

In what miſchefe that tyzant dyd fyne, 

To ſhewe none Gal in hys purpoſe ſpede 
Whyche ayen Chziſt doth curſedly maligne. 


The. iii Chapiter. | 
C Ot àntipas exiled by Octauian,and of 
Archelaus — — Herodes the 
econde. 


S 1 herde 
the 
1 Of Herodes remembzed by Boz 


e chas, | 
Who in his teſtament ſet in eſpeciall 
To luecede him Yerode Antipas, 
In haſt exiledcof hym thys was cas) 
By Octauian to Uienas J rede, 
And Archelaus o2dained to ſuccede, 


Sonne ok Herodes called the ſeconde, 


Taf. cl br. 


Which in effect toke poſſeſſion, 

In Hierulalem reigned as J rede: 

Ok whom mine aucthoz foꝛ choꝛt concluſion 
Maketh in his boke but ſmall mencion, 
Dym and hys bother ſet ſodainly alyde 
Ok them to wzite no lenger lyſt to abyde, 


Daue that he wꝛiteth the foxſaide Intipas 
At Uten a mighty greatcite, | 

In his exyle ſoone after layne wag: 

And Archelaus ſucteding in Jude 

With Herodias who lyſt the ſoꝛy ſe, 

By Agrippa to Tiberpe accuſed 

Of tertapne crimes,coude not be excuſed, 


A tertaine time comaunded to pꝛilon, 
Ok themperour coude neuer get grate, 
Baͤniched him fer from hys region 

In to Spaine,foz a certapne ſpace, 
And his woꝛchyp bzeuely to deface 
Foztune cauled to his final repzefe, 

He died there in pouerte and miſchefe, 


The fatal ende reherled of theſe twapne 

In what diſtreſſe that they dyd fyne, 
Myne auctour after gan his pen ozdaine 

To wꝛite the caſe by many a wofulliyne, 
Upon the ſtriefe atwene Meſſalyne 

And other twayne, ſtandynge by her ſyde 
Totfoze Jhon Bochas howe they dyd chyde 


Tofoze Bothas they tame all thze to plane: 
Meſſalyne the wyfe vnto Claudius, 

Againe whom there were other twayne 
Calligula and Tiberius 

In whole time was ſlaine Chꝛiſt Jeſus: 
Touching Þ debate that was amõg theſe thꝛẽ 
Supng the pꝛotceſſe here folowyng ye chal ſe; 


The.iiii.chapter. 


¶ Ok the ſtrife bytwene Calligula Tibe⸗ 
rius and Meſſalyne. 


; Dys empzeſſe named Meſſalyne 
As J haue tolde was wyke ynto 
Claudius, | 
Saucceſſour as bokes determpne 
To Calligula called Gayus: 

And as J fynde,that Tiberius 

With Calligula both wode foz tene, 
Stode afoze Bochas # Mellaline atwene; 


Metyngeal thze with furious loke a there, 
. Gayus 
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Gapus Calligula called by his name 
Gan firſt reherce anoneas ve ſhall here 
Without reuerence oz any maner ſhame, 
LOith an cxozdye to diffame: 

Bochas pzelent felly gan abzayde 

To Mellalyne and euen thus he lapde. 


Thou lclaundꝛed woman noyſed tnlechery 
Thꝛugh the woꝛld. as folke thy name atwite, 
And repozted foz thine aduoutry, 

What doeſt þ here in thy mournyng habite⸗ 
I trowe thou commeſt of purpole to vilite 

In this place the vnhappy women fiue, 
Touchinge dilclaundze that euer were alyue, 


The firſt of them called Emilia, 

And Lepyda was named the (econde, 
Liuia, ⁊ Plaucia and the fyfthe Elya, 
Diffamed echone in dede as it was founde: 
In token wherofthe lechery to confounde 
Of Emilta in auoutry take 

Was by the lawe of her loꝛde fozſake, 


By the whylom was knowe that D2zuſug 
Strangled was # murdzed by poyſon, 

L te to Claudia doughter of Claudius, 
Which by her loꝛde the booke maketh mẽcion 
Was thꝛowen out to her confuſion, 

Fo: her defautes founde in auoutry 
Sclaundzed foz euer there was no remedp. 


Thou coudeſt whylom make thy loꝛde ſlepe 
With certaine dꝛinkes to caſt him in a rage, 
By which he was made his bedde to kepe 
To get lapſer in thy touring age 

Foꝛ to miſuſe of falſe luſt thyne outrage, 

A nightertyme toke vpon thee a wede 

At the boꝛdell dyddeſt amyſle foz mede, 


Thyne appetite was very vnſtaũcheable, 

It is athame to waite it oz expꝛeſſe 
Thynehatcful lyfe was (o abhotninable, 
Tibery and J can beare hereof wytneſſe: 
And with the wozde anone the gan her dꝛeſſe 
Wyan che had herde al their fel langage, 
Gaue them this anlwere wyth a lad viſage, 


Certes(quod che) I coude neuer kepe 

To ſaue my ſelfe a woful creature, 

IJ haue great cauſe to complapne, cry, æ wepe 
My ſclaũdꝛous lyfe which J may not recure: 
But J (ſuppoſe J had it of nature 
To be (uch one, foz by dapes olde 
An aſtronomer lo my father tolde: 


The ſcuenth boke. 


It my byꝛthe takyng the aſcendent, 

Tolde longe atoze of my miſgouernaunce, 
The ſonne, the mone, towarde the oꝛient 
Were in the ligne that beareth the balaũce 
And lapde alſo moze fozaſſuraunce, ? 
Theſame ligne had by diſcripcion 

Dis fote in Uirgyn, armes in Scoꝛpion. 


Amid the heuen was Uenus exaltate, 

W Mars coioyned,the boke maketh mccion: 
And Jupiter was alſo tnfoztunate 

Tomy ſayd diſpolicion, 

Within the fyche helde tho his mancion: 
Thus by the lozdyp plainely of Uenug 

J was diſpoſed foz to be lecherous. 


In her excuſe the (ayde Meſſalpne 
Gan alledge her conltellacion, 

But pꝛudent clerkes plainly determine 
Ok heuenlp courſe the diſpoſicion 

Is obeyſaunt and ſubiecte to teaſon: 
That euery man which well gouerned is 
Is not conſtrayned of foꝛce to do amys, 


Noꝛ byndeth no man ofneceſſitie 

Vicious luſtes frowardlp to ſue, 

A vertuous man ſtante at liberte 

Falſe inclinacions by pꝛudence to remewe, 
Euery man by grate map eſchewe 

Al thynge to vertue that founde ts contrary, 
Fo there is no ſynne but it be voluntarpe. 


pet foz all this the ſayde Meſſalyne 

In her excuſe woulde not be in pees, 

The heupn(quod Ge)as Poetes determpne 
Was doꝛne vp whylom by myghty Hercules: 
pet coude he neuer of nature haue relees 
Foz al his knighthod and his chiualry, 

To ouercome the vyce of lechery, 


But thou Calligula and thou Tiberius 
Phat euer ye ſay I take thereof none hede, 
Foz thou Calligula called cke Gaius 
Thy ſelfe diffouled with lechery in dede, 
To rebuke other p ouldeſt ſtande in dꝛede: 
But thy rebukes in party foz to quyte 

Who is defouled none other choulde attopte. 


By fames trũpe thy ſclaũdꝛe is out blowe 

Thzough all the wozlde repoꝛted ſhamefully, 

(Thy the ſuſters flechely thou dydeſt knowe, 

Were rede foz chame, and foꝛ thy party 

Foz the vice ofhateful lecherye | 
During 


of John Bochas 


Durynge thy life put me no moꝛe in blame, 
Whiche art thy lelfe defouled in the lame. 


It litteth not in no maner wyle 

A thele foz theft to ſyt in iudgement, 

A lecherous man a lechour to chaſtiſe, 

No he that hath al his lyfe ſpent 

In waſte g riote foꝛfeted and milwent, 
To be a iudge other to redzeſſe, 

Noz lepꝛous leches to cure men of lickenes. 


I woulde haue ſuffred & take in pacience 

It of Iffricke the chaſte Scipion 

Had me rebuked foz my great offence, 
would haue luffred his wozde ofiuſt reſon; 
Oꝛ ik the famous pꝛudent olde Caton 

Had agayne me in ſuch caſe made abzayde, 
J would haue ſuſtred what euer he had laide. 


Oz if Lucrece foz my cozrection 

Had layd to me, by vertuous doctrine, 

All mp foꝛfetes myd of Rome toun, 

J would haue bowed both backe x chine 

To haue obeyed vnto her diſcipline: 

Shame foꝛ a creple to tad Þ hath no mighte. 
To rebuze other koʒ they go not vpzight, 


Igaynſt the alſo I map reply 

Many an other falſe conſpiracion 
Touchyng maters of nygromancy 

Ind many an other contriued falſe poyſon, 
Foũde in two bokesBochas maketh mencio: 
One called Pugio moſt ſuperſticious, 

And the ſeconde named Gladius, 


Able all this woꝛlde tenuenyme # enclop. 
Igains thze ates dwelling in Rome toun 
Their names wꝛite of them thou caſt diſtroy, 
Which to remembze is a great abuſion: 

A cheſt alſo fulfilled of poyſon 

After thy dethe caſt in thee lee J rede, 

By which an hundꝛed. M. liches were deade, 


On this mater is tedious foz to abyde, 
Namely to pꝛinces, pꝛinceſſes, boꝛne of hie e⸗ 
It litteth not gentle bloud to chide (ſtate, 
By farious rancour to ſtande at debate, 

And foz theſe maters ben infoztunate 

J wyl paſſe ouer and no moze of them Wꝛite, 
Saue of their endecopendiouſly to endite, 


To the Tiberpe J haue ſomwhat to ſayne 
knowe and repozted by many a creature 
How in Chapaine folke had of the dyſdayne 


Teak. ci bit, 


Foz thy moſt hateful lecherous oꝛdure, 10 
n thilke vice whych is agayne nature: i) 
hiche taccopliſh voyde ofal hap and grace. 

Thine abydyng was in a ſuſpicious place, 


To ſuch falſe luſtes duringe all thy lyfe 194 
Lylt not fozbeare,in thy latter age oY : 
Thou vlidſt many rich reſtozatife Wh 
In ſuch vnthzift to encreace thy cozrage; ' 

Dfribaudy thou fyll in ſuche dotage, 

Howe maylt thou than rebuke me foz Game 

Which in ſuch caſe art blotted with diffame: 


IJ dyd amyſle but it was in my youth, 
Yozrible thinges which Gaius hath tolde, 
But thine outrage the repoꝛte is pet couthe 
Thou dydeſt them vle both ponge and olde, 
And foz taffozce pour vices manifolde 
Thou # Caligula in all ſuch ribaudy 

Dyd greateſt ſurfet in frowarde glotony, 


Alſo Tiberye thou beyng Emperour 

Cruel, cauleleſſe, and moſt malicious 
Diddeſt murdꝛe in Rome the famous oꝛatoꝛ 
Called in his tyme pꝛudent A linius, 

Which thzugh thempire Romains tolde thus 
Was light #lanterne founde at all aſſayes 
Df rethozike called in his dayes, 


Thou were eke cauſe that werthy Ronomus 
Kyng of Parthots thzough thy cruelte 
Eryled was, thou were lo couetous 

To haue poſſeſſion of his treaſour parde, 
Died in milchete and in pouerte: 215 
Be ſhamefaſt any wyght to accuſe 3 4: 
Which in ſuch caſe thy lelfe can not excuſe, 


To Igrippne thou dyddeſt great outrage, 
Is Romayne ſtozies well rehercecan, 
Whan the foz locour to the great ymage 
Kan to be ſaued of Octauian, 

yd the temple a place called than 

hiche halpe her not, j che lyſt thyder wende 
Put out by fozce,foz hunger made an ende. 


Thyne owne bzother called Germanicus 95 
Which in his tyme was ſo good a knyght, 7 
Thy bꝛother alſo called eke Dꝛulus, a 
w 
; 
' 


— 


Both were poyſoned x ſlayne agaynſt ryght, Fl: 
By falſe coſpizing of thine imperial might: 151 
Texcule the murdꝛe thy ſelfe at theleeſt Wy 
Were clad in blacke at their funerall feeſt. 


J haue no connyng ſpech noz langage 
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Toreherce noz make mencion 

Spectally ofþ great outrage 

And ſacrilege thou dyddeſt in Rome toun, 
By violence whan thou dzewe doun 

The ymage of Janus, ⁊ after in all haſt 
In to Tibze thou madeſt him to be caſt. 


And thou Caligula among thy vices all, 

Ok ſurquedye and falſe pzeſumpcion 
Wouldeſt that men a god the choulde call, 
Twen Pollux # Caſtoꝛ to haue thy manciõ, 
Fro which place thou art nowe thzowe doun: 
Wyych helde thy ſelfe amog the goddes ſeuen 
Egali to Jupiter foz to ſyt in heauen. 


Anſwere to me here beyng in pꝛeſence 
Which of theſe four Mars, Janus, Minerue 
Oꝛ Mercurie god of eloquence 

Hath rent the downe as thou dydeſt delerue, 
Fro Jupiter in miſchefe foꝛ to ſterue, 

That thou herafter wher lo ß laugh oz froune 
Shalt haue no fauour moze w him to rovwn; 


With theſe defautes and many other 

Itoꝛe reherced in hindꝛing of thy name, 
Howe thou oꝛdapneſt fyz(t to ſle thy brother 
w mc ok armes which was to thi gret chame: 
To Tholome thou dideſt alſo the lame, 
Sonne and heire to kyng Jubatoun 

Aud many a ſenatoz thou flew in Rome toun 


hitteſt vp myd Rome the cite ; 
Their garners which neuer afoze was ſeine, 
Wherby enfamyned was the commonte 
Pite to here,this plat and playne, 
Ok necellite conſtrapned in certapne 
(Shame to reherce oz put in ſcripture) 
Ete their membꝛes a thyng againe nature. 


Jupiter noz Juno the goddeſſe 

Gaue no luche counſayle J ſuppoſe vnto the, 
But it was Uenus to flater thy hyghnes 
And furious Mars by frowarde cruelte, 
To lee ſenatours greateſt of that cite, 

Thy ſelfaftercwherof the towne was faine) 
By thy ſeruauntesmurd2zed werte # layne , 


And fo: tabate thyne outr age ⁊ thy pꝛyde 
Which thou haſt vſed all thy lyfe, 

Lyfte vp thyne head loke on thy left ſyde 
Thou finder vp of murdze and of trite 
Slewe thou not Ceſonia thy wyke⸗ 

Thy doughter after that called was Duſil, 
Ok curled entent thy malpte to fulfyl: 


oY 


The ſeuenth boke 


J haue meruaple howe any of you twayne 
Thou Calligula oz thou Tiberius 

Be not aſhamed any thyng to ſayne 
Agayne me with byſage Dilpitoug, 

Me foz to atwite that J was lecheroug: 
Of a ſmall mote ye can abꝛayde me, 

But in your eye a beame pe can not le. 


Where haue your ſoules take herbergage 
That be contra pʒe with me foꝛ to ſtriue⸗ 
trowe that Caron hath made your paſſage 
Up at the ſtronde in Yell foꝛ to aryue, 
There ye abyde thus J deſcrpue, 

Where dzedful Stix called infernall flode 
Ok tuſtome reneth w furioug-wawes wode, 


Radamantus one ok the judges twayne 
With kyng Mynos hath youe a indgemente 
Perpetually ye al! byde in payne, 

And Cacus hath o2dained your turmente 
In Flegeton the floode moſt violent: 

Pe hall be dzowned and an ende make 
Euer foꝛ to abyde amonge p ſtremes blake, 


J map vou cal of E mperours the refuſe, 
pe chould be chametaſt to ſhew your vilages, 
Uery aſtonped d2zedful and confuſe 

To haue to me fo bururtoys langages: 
Thus Mellalpne daunted their cozrages 
With her feminine crabbed eloquence, 
They durſt no lenger abyde in her pꝛelence. 


The. vb. Chapter. 


Of the molt vicious tiraunt Nero 
that flewe Peter a Paule & 
at the laſt him ſelfe. 

=== Dys hateful ſtozy with many a wo⸗ 
E kul lyne 

Ok Calligula # Tiberius, 
Touchynge the ſtrife at wene them 
and Meſſalyne, | 
Shamkul rebukes,frowarde and odious, 
By them rehecſed with chere moſt furious, 
Is ye haue herde here ended their chiding 
Nero the tyzant cometh next vpon the ringe. 


One moſt curſed in compariſon 
(That euer was of hye oꝛ lo we degre, 
Moſt diſnaturall of condicion 

By great outrages of carſed cruelte, 
That euer reigned in Rome the cite, 
His father called(bokes determyne) 


Do⸗ 
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Domicius, his mother Igtipine. 


This Igripina by her lubtilte 

And blinde foztune being fauourable, 

That ſet vp tirauntes of froward volunte 
(By theit demerites though they be not able) 
To eſtate imperial and notable, (fande 
What thinge moze dꝛedefull who can vader- 
Than cruel tirauntes w blody (wozd in hãde : 


Whan this Nero ot age was twelue pere, 
He was oꝛdeyned in elpecial 

After he had lerned his gramere 

Ind the leuin artes called liber all, 

Unto a mayſter in al bertues mozall, 
Called mozall Senec which dyd his payne 
From al vices hys youthe toreftraine, 


He kept him euer thys Senee,as J rede, 
Maugre his fatall diſpoſicion 

By a conſtraint and a maner dꝛede 

From al outrage,# by inclinacion, 
Concepued wel hys dyſpoſicion 

Co be vicious of his nature, 

Which to reſtrayne he dyd his buſy cure, 


At one and twenty wynter of his age 
Croniculers of him wꝛitten thus, 
Howe he that tyme toke in mariage 
Octauia doughter to Claudius, 

Al this whyle bepng vertuou s, 
While Senec had him vnder diſcipline 
His mother in lawe called Meſlaline. 


The ſaide Senec made him to deſire 

To purſue connyng by diligent labour, 

It entring in fy2ſt of his enipy2e 

J meane whan he was crowned emperour, 
Ofal the Denate had great fauour: 

Ind by repoꝛt as clerkes ol him warte, 
In pꝛole à meter he coude ryght wel endite. 


In Jhon Bochas as it is made mynde 
He dyd erccll greatly in poetry, 

Made in tho dayes alſoas J fynde 

A boke notable of ſtraunge poelp, 
Lykeas myne auctour of him doth ſpecify: 
The title thereofcalled Luſce 

Igayne a pzetour Claudius Polle. 


Excelled in muſike and in armonp, 
Crovoned with laurer foz Þ beſt harpout 
That was that tyme,and he did edily 

In Rome a palays wyth manye a ryche tour 


Whych in buylding colt great treafour, 
The circuite beyng thꝛe thoulande paas 
Ind Tranſitozy that palaps called was. 


Foz thyscauſe as put is in memoꝛy 

The ſayde palays after warde was bꝛent 7164 
Therefoze it was called Trantitozp, 4 
But after that Nero in his entent i 
Let buylde a houſe by great auyſement 
Torecompence that other that was olde, 
And called it the ryche houſe of golde. 


In all thys woꝛlde was none to it lyche 
Where that euer men dyd ryde oꝛ gone, 
Tables of yuoꝛye fret wyth perty ryche, 
Pyllers ot᷑ criſtai garniſhed with many ſtone 
Saphpꝛs, Rubyes, and Topaſion, 
Criſolptes, and Emerandes grene 

Wych plate of golde ſited that ch one ful chene. 


To bodily luſt and dilectacion 
This ſapde Nero let al hys deſp2es. 
Gardayns #condyttes foz recreation 

He dyd oꝛdayne to endure many yeres, 
With nettes of golde fyched in hys ryuers, 
His garnementes of golde a Inde ſtones 
Ind neuer he woulde haue them on but ones 155 


In hys begynning the ſtoꝛy doth denyſe, 
Loꝛde and Emperour in the cyte 17 
To Senatours he gaue full great fraũchpſe, IN 
Graunted comons many a great liberte, BJ; 
But in his moſt imperial dignite By: 
Of frowarde wyl left all good policy, 1 . 


W 


Ind al atones gaue him to ribaudꝛy. "Th 
of Grece # Sgypt wpthdiuers fogetours 101 

nd amonge vitiay elfe dyſpoꝛtinge N 
Left rye pꝛelence —— g oy 
And amogribaudegihe woulde harpe a ling, 1 th 
Made comodies diſhoneſtiy ſowning , Bl i 
At the boꝛdel dyd him felfe auaunce 50 


With common women openly to daũtce. 
Thus by pꝛoceſſe to al vertue contrary, 


By great excelle he fyll in glotony, 3 
And after that iyſt no lenger tary F 5 
As euery vice to other doth apply, th 
Surfet and riot bꝛought in lechery 1 
And ground of al as chefe poꝛtereſſe II! 
To exple vertue was frowarde ydlenes. pF I 
About the cite called Hoſtience, $4, 
Belyde Tibze and other freche rivers 5 
1 

101 
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The ſeuenth boke 


Dyd oꝛdaine by exceſſifke expente 

Tentes foz riot, cokes and tauerners, 

And al the nyght reuel aboute the fiers: 
Ladies be came that were afoze well named 
By luch falle riot afterwarde de famed, 


The ſame Nero by falſe abuſion 

It is repoꝛted, hys ſtoꝛy who lyſt ſe, 
By violence from their religion 
Such as had avowed chaſtite 

Ind were pꝛokeſſed to virginite 

Jn the temple of Ueſta the goddeſſe, 
Ol froward luſt he dyd them oppꝛes. 


Imonge whych Kubzia was one 

Maugre her wyll che durſt it not denye, 
From the temple buylded of lime and ſtone 
Sacred to Ueſta myne auctour lyſt not lpe, 
He rent her out to vle his lecherye, 

Not withſtandyng ſhe was religious 
Made her to abyde at the bozdel hous. 


By my w2yting men (hall neuer rede 

The matter is lo foule and outragious 

To be reherced,and the hoꝛible dede 

Which Nero vſed whylom on Spozusg, 

And on an other called Ompharus, 

Both male chyldzen as bokes tel can 

Them totran{fourme to likeneSof a womã. 


Some bokes ofhym determine 

Lyhke a tibaude hozrible and deteſtable 

Dec mituſed his mother Agripine, 

Ind lyke a tiraunt cruel and vengeable 
Which to remember is abhominable, 

De made her wombe be cozue vpon a daye 
To le the place nyne monethes where he lay. 


Ol dilnatural hateful cruelte 

To God noꝛ vertue hauyng no regarde, 

And of the vyce of pꝛodigalite 

He was accuſed, in knyghthod a cowarde, 
Ind to al vertue contrary and frowarde: 
Ok whos wodenes good hede whan J toke, 
1] was aſhamed to ſet hym in thys booke, 


He hated al that were vertuous 

And to them had ſpecial enuy 

Yys bꝛethern, his wyfe,this tirant dyſpitoug 
Ye kallip lewe in hys malencoly, 

His mayſter Seneccauctours ſpecifye) 

Aye whan he law him hauig a maner dꝛede, 
In an hote bathe to deth he made him bleye. 


To Polifagus a wodeman moſt ſauage 
Which that fed him moſt with flethe of man. 
Nerotoke men olde and yonge of age 

To fpnde him vitayle in ſtretes where hecze, 
Curled at his ende, curſed whan he gan, 
Whan he dyd offre innocentes blode 

To be deuoured ok him that ran ſo wode, 


Chꝛiſtes fayeth fyꝛſt he gan werreye 

Ok emperours in hys krowarde entent, 
Peter and Paule in Rome he made deye 
Upon a day their legende dothe aſſent: 
Halfe the cite of Rome J fynde he bzent, 
Ind Senatours welnpe euerychone, 
This Nero lewe [pared almoſt neuer one; 


Made hys Mules be hod wyth ſiluer hong 
Ok ſurquedye whan he oulde ryde, 

The cite bꝛent Romayns after ſone 

Purſued him vpon euery ſyde, 

And from a ſubarbe where he did abyde 
Twene Salaria and Numentana right, 


Ther ſtant a path whyder he toke hys yght; 


By a depe marys as Nero toke his flyght 
LOhan he law he myght not aſterte, 

De was ſo purſued bya Romapne knyght 
To kynde locour he myght not dyuerte: 
Roue hun ſelfe anone vnto the herte, 
Wyth a ſharpe dagger acurſed ende lo, 
Ok the kalle tiraunt that called was Neto, 


In ſtedeof a Lenuope. 


— F this Nero to wzite a Lenuope 
— | Noz of his dedes to matze mencion 


To rede the pzocelſe no man (ould 
haue iope, 


Foz al concludeth of murd2e and of treaſon, 
On aduoutry exceſſe and poyſon, 

Ktiot, glotony,lechery,bengeaunce, 
Slaughter of him ſelfe ended with milchaũet 


If that A myght J wolde rate his name 
Out of this boke that no man ſhould it rede, 
is vicious lyfe chefe myʒrour of diffame, 

et hym aſyde let no wyght take hede 
Foz to remembze ſo many a cruell dede, 
Daue onely thys to thinke in lubſtaunce 
Howe euery tiraunt endeth in miſchaunce. 


Ok him J caſt to wꝛyte nowe nomoze 
Ind what J ſap is layde but in repꝛete 
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Of the vyces that he wꝛought of yoze, 
Duryng his emppꝛe, concluding foꝛ a chefe 
All tyzannye ſhall ende wyth myſchefe: 
Necoꝛde on Nero which foꝛ miſgouernaũce 
Is ye haue herde ended wyth miſchaunce. 


The. bi. Chapter. 
Howe Eleazarus a Jewe boꝛne foz extoz⸗ 


tion and robbzye was bzought in pzi- 
ſon and there ended, 


== Iter Nero came Eleazarus 

ewe of byzth, a pꝛice of robby 
An extozcioner, cruel, a diſpitous, 
Foz his outrages don in that par⸗ 
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To redꝛeſſe his hateful tiranny 
A mighty pzetour was ſent fro Rome doun, 
Called Felix, in to that region. 


By fozce of Felix take he was and bounde, 
Maugre his myght vnto Rome ſent 
Strongly fettred, wyth maſly chaynes rod, 
Suffred in pꝛilon many great turment, 

At the laſt this was his iudgement, 

(There to abyde becaule he was a theke, 

Foz euermoze , ended in milcheke. 


The. vii. Chapter, 


How the heade of Galba was ſmytten of, 
filled ful of golde, and offrcd at the 
ſepulture of Nero, 

CTY Dfoze Bocas next came Galba down, 
worde in Spayne dyd many knyght- 

ly dede, 

Akter the deth reherſedof Neroun, 

In hope ſtode this Galba as J rede | 

In themppꝛe iuſtly to ſuccede, (bozne, 

Parcell foz knightehode he hath hym ſo well 

Ind foz great mariage which he had befozne, 


J finde in Bochas reherled in ſentence 

De was diſclaundzed ok hateful vices thze, 
He was cruell contrary toclemence, 
Straite in keping, gapne liberalite, 
Uengeable ok herte gapne mercy and pitie, 
A thynge not ſitting vnto chyualry, 

Ok cuſtome peue to llouth and llogardy. 


To occupye themppꝛe he began, 
Imong Romains toke poſſeſſion; -. 


Leaf.clir. 


Claiming a title by one Licynian 

That was his ſonne by adopcion: 

But anone after foz his pꝛeſumpcion n 
One called Occho a full manly knyght, 
Smyt of his head were it wꝛonge oz ryght. 


This ſayd Galba mine auctour wziteth thus 190 
From his empire bnwarely pulled doun | 
Had an enempy called Patrobolus, 

The head of Galba toke in poſſeſſion, 

Filled it with golde, made an oblacion 

A't the ſepulture of Nero therewithal , 

To all the goddes z goddeſſes infernall, 


The. viii. Chapter. 


Howe Occho and Uitellius foz glottony, 
lechery, ribaudzy,and crueltie, en⸗ 
de d in miſchete. 


Nd after that thys offryng was full doo 
As pe haue herde, to Bochas than 
Ko make hys complainte in ozder came 
y1o, 
Ifoze (urnamed iuſtly Lycinian, 
Sonne adoptyfe to tel as J began 
Ok the layde Galba, claimpng to luccede; 
Slaine anoneafter by Occhoas IJ rede. 


Than was thempire parted in to thzee, 

Occho toke Rome vnto his partye, 

And Uitellius to reigne in the countre 

Ouer the boundes of all Germanye, 

And Uaſpalian reigned in Surrey, G 
But fyzſt this OcchoſurnamedSiluius i 
Came to complaine cruel and diſpitous, 


Ok al thempire this lame Siluius | 
By ſlaughter. rauyne, and extozcion, 100 
By murdꝛze, dethe, and dedes outragious, is 
With mighty hande toke the poſſeſſion: Fin 
And there began a great deuilion bh 
Whiche was occaſion of great ſozowe # woo q 
Atwene Uitellius and this ſayde Occho, 


It is reherced that in Germanye 

In londꝛp places they had battayls thzee, 
In the whych Dccho wythhys partye 
Uenquiſhed the felde, made hys fone to flee, 
But though foꝛtunes mutabilite 

The fourth tyme playnly this is the caas, 
Maugre hys myght diſcomfited ther he was. 


Tofoze Bedꝛy a myghty my cite, 
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Of Germanye was this diſcomkiture 

I fter which of frowarde cruelte 

This ſayde Occho leyng his auenture, 

With wo luppꝛiled might not endure 

Ok his conltraint the impoztable payne, 
Toke a ſwoꝛde and roue his herte a (wayne; 


Uitellius hauing the victozy 

With his power as made is mencion, 
Oflurquedy and falſe vayne glozy 

Came with his hoſte in to Rome toun: 
But Bochas here maketh a dilcripcion 
UReherſing ſhoꝛtly his byzth # eke his lyne, 
And how that he of blode was Saturnpne. 


This to ſay, Saturnus king of Crete 
Chaced by Jupiter out of his region, 

Ind Janus had in Itaple take his ſete 
Upon a mount called Janiculum, 

Where nowe of Rome ts bilte the large toun, 
Jauus receuyng of liberalite 

Whan Saturne fled in to his cite. 


To loꝛe Þ cõmina of Saturne this no fayle 
Nude and boyſtous and beaſtial of reaſon 
Was al the people abyding in Ftayle, 

Land was none ſowe no2 turned vp lo doun, 
No2 marchaundiſe vled in no toun 

Tyll Saturne taught the maner of liuyng 
Ok tilth a labour to Janus that was kyng. 


Ffoze whole commyng tokoze as J you tolde 
Craft was none vſed by no creature, 

No2 no building of houſes newe no2 olde, 
But liued as beaſtes their liuelode to recure, 
Lyke as they were learned of nature: 

They coude tho daies make no cloth ne Cape 
Ol kroſty wethers the greuous colde telcape. 


They were not buly by coſt full apparaple, 
Ot lundzy meates and confections 

Ok diuers dꝛinkes a manikolde vitayle 

To be curious to their refections, 

Marketts were none in cities not in tounes, 
No man wyth other bought noz lolde 

Tyli Saturne came a the the maner tolde, 


Ind whan he had taught them the manere 
And ſet an o2dze of their gouernaunce, 
There lymple people as bokes do vs lere 
Lyke as to god did their attendaunce, 

W certaine rightes to do their obleruaunte, 
Woꝛchipped him and after did him call 
Saturne moſt myghty of their goddes al. 


The leuenth boke 


After this Saturne was made a petegre 
To let an ozbze conueted from his lyne, 
Diſcending downe the maner who liſt le 
To one Latinus, and lo fozth to Lauine, 
Which was his doughter as poetes determie, 
Thus by dilcẽt fro Saturne a Faunus 
Boꝛne of their blode came Uitellius. 


The kyꝛſt knyght bozne of that linage, 
Bycauſe he was manly and ryght famoug 
Had in armes pꝛoweſſe and great cozrage 
He called was Uitellius Publius, 

And ok him came Vitellus Lucius, 
Father to him mine auctour doth erpzeſſe 
Ok whom that J haue gonne this pꝛocelle, 


Diuers ſtozies remembꝛe # plainly tell 
During hys pouthe and ſtode at liberte, 
How this foꝛſapde that called was Uitell 
Was the moſt vicious þ any where might be, 
Peue to ribaudy and al diſhoneſte: 

Becauſe of which chatiged was his name 
Called Spintoir a name of great diffame, 


J finde that he was an haſardour 

In all his woꝛkes paſſyng riotous, 

Fo: his ſurfetes great with the emperour 
That whilom was called Claudius, 

And foz his dedes and maners outragious 
Foꝛ his great waſte and pꝛodigalite 

Ot great dilpte, he fell in pouerte. 


Imonge his riotes a lurfetes moe than one 
Whiche he did in countreis here and there, 
J finde that he foz nede lolde a ſtone 

Which his mother bare whylom at her eare: 
Foꝛ by olde time was vſed who lift lere 
Women that were that tyme of hye degre 
Bare at their eares ſtones and perre, 


Ind by the ſellyng of that rych ſtone 

Foz whych that he receyued great treaſour, 
By ſubtyll wozkyng # ſleightes mo than one 
He gate him frendes a was made emperour: 
Ind therewithall he dyd eke his labour 

To retepue another dignite, 

To be chefe bychop in Rome the cite. 


And in ſhozt tyme thys Uitellius 

Ok themppꝛe toke on him al theſtate, 

The ſwoꝛde receiued of Ceſar Julius, 

Uſed a garnement that was purpurate: 
Dempt of him lelfe he was molt foztunate 
Not wiſtãding moze boldely that time at _ 
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Of Flienloys holden was the feeſt. 


Nlienſoys was a ſolempnite 

Imonge Romapnes kept by dayes olde, 

Ju frech myne auctour recoꝛdeth thus parde: 
Ind in that tyme of cuſtome no man Goulde 
Noz by ſtatute bounde was noꝛ holde 

To do no maner occupacion 

That touched vnto religion. 


Duryng this feaſt he chould haue hys aſkyng 
By a tuſtome vled in that cite, 

And Uitellius as emperour and kyng 

Altzed that time another dignite, 

To be chefe bychop and haue auctozite 

Ok that eſtate wyth power hole # plapne, 
No man lo hardy to reply theragayne, 


From al vertne Uytel dyd bary, 

Set at nought al wyldome and ſcience, 
Thought vnto him was not neceſſary 
Coning , knighthode,mahode,noz pzomdece, 
Gaue hym onely to ſlouth and negligence, 
Toglotony,folowyng his deſyzes, 

Watche alnyght wyth dzinke a rereſoupers. 


Beyng a byſhop of their panym lawe 

Lyke romapne ryghtes doynge their ſeruile, 
Tofoze the goddes he wold him ſelf? Wdꝛawe 
And caſt aſyde ſenſer and ſacrifice, 

Ind call a boy in ful vngodly wyſe 

A kechyn boye tofoꝛe the hye auter, 

And hym comarided to bzyng hym hys dyner. 


Beyng araped in his pontificall 

Foꝛ the maner voyde of dcuoc:o!!, 

Lykea ribaude oꝛ lyke a wode minftral 
Euer dꝛonklewe and out of aii cealcn, 
Goꝛge vpon Goꝛge this excelſpve gloton 
Molt yd2opike dꝛanke oft agayne luſt, 

The moze he dꝛantze the moze he was athzuſt 


Thys was a bychop ſacred foz Sathan, 

Ind an emperour crowned wyth miſchatice, 
Moze lyke in pozte a beaſt than a man 

Uſed al his power in ſlaughter r vengeatice, 
To Qed blode was ſet all hys pleaſaunce, 
Takynge no hede nouther of w2ong ne right 
Jud thus he werte hatefull to eucry wyght, 


Dys loudiours foꝛſoke hym nye echone 

In al parties, by hym where they were ſent, 
Thzough al the countreis of Septemtrion 
Ind in al Surry towarde the ozicnt, 


Leat.cir 


O fone accozde and all ot one aſſent 
Echone foꝛloke hym, wyth him bode not a ma 
And became ſeruauntes to Uaſpaltan, 


Uitelliug ſawe it wolde be none other. 

Ind foꝛ feble of dꝛonknenes and outrage, 
And (awe the power gan fayle of hys brother 
LOhan he had ſent and ſigned the voyage 
Igayne Uaſpaſtan to holde hys paſſage, 
But al foz nought backward went hys party 
Dtode dyſpapꝛed ofeuery remedy. 


Thus Uitellins vnhappy to the werres, 
ZLyke a foꝛdzonke vnhappy gloton , 

Whoſe boſt afoze raught vp to the ſterres, 
Now al hys pꝛyde in miſchefeis come doun, 
Fapne fo2 to accozd to thys conuencion: 

Fox litel treaſour whych men Goulde hym al⸗ 
To Ualpalian thempyze to ceſpgne, (ſygne 


Thys was his pꝛomiſe but he held it nought, 
What he layd his wozde was neuer ſtable, 
Certaine flaterers chaũged had hys thoughte 
And certayne comõs that euer be chatigeable 
Gaue him cotiſaile,ſayd hym ſelfe was able 
To gouerne theſtate imperial 

And none lo able toz toreken al. 


Fyꝛſt of Ilmapne he ſent out ſoudiours 
And ot pzeſumpcion a newe werre he gan, 
Thought »he was amoge other werriours 
Able to fight agayne Uaſpaſian, 

And of auenture it befell ſo than | 

In theſe werres Ualpaſians bzother 
Payne was it woulde be none other 


Thie froward man called Uitelliug 
VUungratious euer founde in hys entent, 
Smyt of the head of the ſayde Fabius 
Bꝛother of Uaſpaſiã and to Rome it ſent, 
And after that the Capitople he bzent, 
But luynge on within a lytel ſpace | 
Among Romayns he loſt both hap # grace. 


Ok hys riot what choulde J moze entrete 
Foz except riot nothynge ofhym J rede, 
His coke, his paſtelere,folke were moſt mete 
To lerue his luſtes and appetites to fede, 
Foꝛloke him not but went wyth hym in dede 
Toward Champapne ryght as any lyne 

Up to a hyll called Juentyne, 


Standing in hope but that was but in vayne 
Df Uaſpaſian the fauour to recure, 
Citi, Euyn 


The ſcuenth boke 


Eupyn to Nome retourned is agayne, 

The palays entred, ⁊ there him ſelfe to aſſure 
Hauyng with him none other creature 

The gates yt whych was to him chame 
Take at the laſt, fozſoke hys owne name, 


Halfe naked he was and halfe clad 

Al alone lytze as he was founde, 

So in the citie afoze the people lad 

Both his handes behynde hys backe bounde 
With mighty chaines and ropes rounde: 

XL yke a woodeman of lote and of vilage, 
The people to him hauing this langage. 


O thou olde lecherous foule gloton, 

A very cowarde, to al vertue contraire, 
Cruel, vengeable of thy condicion, 

To euery good man cruell aduerſayze, 

To all curled benygne and debonapze, 
Rote ok al lurfetes, hauyng ape delpte 

To ſue and folowe thy lecherous appetite, 


With luch rebukes # caſtyng of oꝛdure 
With donge x clay blotted was his vylage, 
In the pzelence of many a creature 

With cozdes dzawe he was by great outrage 
Unto a place called in their langage 

Their chete rackes,02 galowes of the toun, 
Where is of cuſtome done execucion, 


Some men remẽbꝛe he llayne was in haſte 
W ſharpe (wo2des dilmẽbꝛed on þ grounde, 
His carapne after in to Tybze caſte 

With a large hoke of yzon Garpe a rounde, 
No moze reverence than a ſtinktng hounde: 
Kemcmb2ing here myne auctour laith alſo 
Ok this Uuellius Galba and Occho, 


Affy:myng thus as foꝛ their partie 

They be named among the emperours, 
Foz a time theſtate did occupie: 

Ind firſt this Galba by tecoꝛd of auctours 
Died at miſchefe voide of all ſocours, 
Eyght monethes reigned as loꝛde a lpꝛe, 
And after that caſt out ofhis empyꝛe. 


The thyꝛde moneth as made is mencion 
Occho died, pꝛoude and ambicioug, 

Ind as J fynde the dominacion 

Laſt eight monethes of Uitellius, 

And foꝛ they were pꝛoude and lecherous, 
Cruel, vengeable, a bozne of curſed iyne, 
Jn wꝛetchydneſſe echone they did kyne. 


The.ix.chapter. 


67 Here Bochas againſt glottonye complay⸗ 
neth (aying as it tolloweth, 


Ere Bochas ſeing the great offence 
Ok this fozelaid froward company, 
Toe his penne of entere diligence 
Ind in his ſtudie gan him ſelfe apply 
To dampne the vice of hatefull glotonp, 
Fo2 which ſinne recoꝛde of Idame 
All our milcheues and {ozowes tame. 


By the outrage of diſobeyſauace 

Our (aid fatyer being in Paradiſe 

Twene him a vertu ther roſe a gret diſtaũce, 
Clerely tonteiued he that was ſo wyſe 
Aboue creatures by reaſon bare the pziſe, 
Tyll he of folp mzongly gan aſſent 

To be gouerned by a falle (ſerpent, 


His innate vertues did him anone fozſake 
Foz his aſſenting, a did in haſte retourne 
Again to heuin whan the infernall \nake 

In ſtede of vertue did with man ſotourne: 
Foz whiche we haue great matter to mourne 
Sithe that we be dilfourmed in certaine 

By vicious liuing ot vertue made barapne. 


Ind thus came in the dominacion 

Ot vices al, and helbe a great battaile, 

The retinue lent from the infernall dongeon 
Us woful wꝛetches in erthe foz to aſſatle, 
Stretching their power and pzoudly gan pꝛe 
Though the woꝛld a poſſeſſion toke (uaple 
Foz our demerites whan vertue vs fozſoke, 


Theſe ſaide vertues compaiſed in the nombze 
Ol ſoure,rekened pzudfce,attemperaunce, 
From vicious life,tadawed vs fro 5 ſlombze, 
Rightwilneſſe to haue holde the balaunce, 
Ind foztitude of their altaunce, 

Vyan they fozſoke mankinde to gouerne 
Than of all vertue was clipſed the lanterne. 


Thus th:ough derkneſſe vices were bolde 
The multitude almoſt innumerable, 
Among all rekened of newe oꝛ olde 

There be foure perillous and repzeuable, 
Slouth,lechcry,andmoſt abhompnable 
Falſe aurice,by a gredy deſyze 


With glotonp, chefe byndler of their kyze. 
Nature 
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Had in that woꝛlde holy the gouernaunce, 


Nature in ſothe with littel is content, 

And as mine auctour abideth here a whyle 
And to remembꝛe was ſomwhat diligent 
To wzite whan Saturne reigned in the ple 
Called Crete, the pꝛopheteſſe Sibyle 

In her time by great auctozite 

The woꝛld deuided pꝛudently in thze. 


The. x.Chapiter. 
A chapiter dilcriuinge the golden wozlde, 


that is to (aye whan atteinperaunce 
had holy the gouernaunce. 


he wozld wha Saturne was firſt 


Rei Kkinge 
be | Reigninge in Crete in his Royall 
3257) eſtate, 

Noe # Abꝛaham by vert uous liuing 
Cauled erthly folke to be moſt foztunate, 
The wozid tho dates was called aureate, 
Foz ſobzeneſſe and attempzaunce 

Had in that wozlde holy the gouernaunce, 


There was þ time no wꝛonge noꝛ violence 
Enuie exiled trom euery creature, 
Diſſolucion and dzonken iniolence 
Kybaudy and al ſuche foule ozdure, 
Frowarde lurketes contrary to nature, 
Banpched were, bycauſe attemperaunce 
Had in that wozld holy the gouernaunce. 


Pouth was bzidled vnder diſcipline, 
Uertuous ſtudy floured in myddle age, 
Dꝛede helde the yarde of nozture à doctrine, 
Riot reſtrained from lurquedous outrage, 
Yatefall detraction repꝛelled his tangage, 
Kouth was charite bycauſe attemperauace 
Had in that wozld holy the goueruaunce, 


Foꝛtitude ſtode tho in his might, 

Defended wydowes ⁊ cheriſhed chaſtyte, 
Knighthod in pzoweſſe gaue ſo clere a light 
Gyzte with his (wozde of trouthe and equite, 
Helde bp the church in ſpiritual dignite, 
Puniched heritikes, bicauſe attemperaunce 
Had in that wozlde holy the gouernaunce. 


Rightwiſneſſe chaſtiſed all robbours 

By egall balaunce of execucion, (rours 
Fraude, falſe mede, put backwarde froiu- 
Trewe pꝛomile holde made no delacion. 
Fo2ſwering hamed durſt entre in no toun, 
Noz leſingmongers, bycauſe attempetaunce 


That golden woꝛlde coude loue god a d2zede, 
All the ſeuyn dedes of mercy foz to vle, 

The tiche was redy to do almeldede 

Who aſtzed harbour men did him nat refuſe, 
No man okmalite would other tho accuſe, 
Diffame no neighbour btcauſe attẽperaunce 
Had in that woꝛld holy the gouernaunce. 


The true marchaũt by meſure bought # ſold 
Diſceite was none in the artifycer, 

Wakig no balkes þ plough was truly hold, 
Ibacke ſtode ydelneſſe fer fro the labozer, 
Dilcretion marciall at dpyner and ſouper, 
Content with meaſure, bycaule atteperaiice 
Had in that woꝛlde holy the gouernaunce, 


Of waſte in clothing was ö time no erceſle, 
Men might p loꝛde fro his ſubiectes know, 
A difference made twene pouerte a ty chelle, 
Twene a pꝛincelle and other ſtates lowe, 
Of hoꝛned beaſtes no boſte was tho blowe: 
Noz countrefte faining,bicaule attẽperaũce 
Had in that wozlde holy the gouernaunte. 


This golden woꝛlde long while did endure, 
Was none alay in that metal ſene, 

Tyli Saturne ceſed by recozde ot (cripture 
Jup!tec reigned. put out his father clene, 
Chaunged Obꝛiſon in to ltluer ſhene, 

All vp ſo downe.bycauſe attemperaunce 
Das ſet aſide and loſt her gouernaunce, 


Ok Partes mineral the metal is ſo ſtronge 

Inflexible and nat malliable, 

By ſturdineſſe to do the people wzonge 

With rigoꝛous ſword, furious & vengeable, 
The mertiful golde of Phebus, nat plicable 

To haue tompaſſion, bicaule attemperaunce 
Das ſet aſyde and loſt her gouernaunce: 


Leed of Philoſophers is called gold lepꝛzus, 
Tyn of Jupiter.craſſhing à dull of ſoun, 
Falſe and fugitife is Mercurius, 

The mone is mutable of her condicion, 

The golden wozlde is tourned vp ſo doun, 

In eche eſtate (ithe attemperaunce 
Was let alide and loſt her gouernaunce. 


By Sibyles erpoſicion | 

Take of this metall the moꝛalite, 

The golden woꝛld was gouerned by reſon, 
The woꝛld of yꝛon was furtous crueite 

| (til, The 


Leaf clit, 


The ſeuenth boke 


The mone is mutable full of duplicite, 
Lyke to this woꝛlde bicauſe attemperaunce, 
Js (et alyde and hath no gouernaunce, 


Uenus of louers empꝛeſſe and Quene 

Of vicious iuſtes lady and mayſtres, 

Her mettal coper that wyll ternythe grene, 
A changeable colour contrary to ladneſſe: 
A notable figure of wozidly bzotylneſſe. 
Like gery Uenus bycauſe attemperaunce, 
Was let aſide and loſt her gouernaunce, 


Myne auctour Bochas gan pitouſly coplain 
Of the diſozdynate Co2merous glotony, 
Of Uittcliins and his keiowes twapne 

All thꝛe diffouled with hoꝛrible lechery 
Diffamed dy (claundze foz their rybaudzy, 
Contraryous enempes echone to ateperatice, 
Baniched al thze might haue no gouernance 


Ok glotonpe and ryotous exceſſe, 

Datche and reuell, ⁊ dzinking all p night, 
Come vncouth feuers a many great acceſle, 
MYLoes podagre maketh me go nat right, 
Gontes,mo:zmalles.hozrible to the light, 
Many inkirmitees, bycauſe attemperaunce 
Was nat ofcoilcl toward their gouernaunce. 


Out of their tourte baniſhed was pꝛudence, 
Foꝛtitude had none entereſſe 

Gayne vicious liuing to maße reſyſtence, 
Cried wolues, hid was vertuous lobernes 
Trouth durſt nat medle backe ſtod rightwil 
Put out of houchold was attepzaunce (neſſe, 
Ind with thele empꝛours had no gouernaũce. 


Sonne of the pꝛophete called 3acharye 

The patriarke the holy man lapnt Jhon 
Uictozious champion of gredy glotonye, 
Lyued in deſerte daynties he had none, 

Eat mel Stlueſtre.lay on the colde ſtone 
Locuſtas gadzed, his coke was temperaunce 
Ind or his houchold had al the gouernaunce, 


Ok camel heares was woupn his clothyng, 
Necoꝛde the golpell that can the trouth tell, 
Bonyſocles his moderate fedyng 

Monge wilde beaſtes whan he did dwell, 
To ſtaũche his thurſt dꝛanke water of þ wel, 
This bleſſed Baptiſt rote of attempzaunce, 
Set koz cyeke myꝛrour of good gouernaunce, 


Ok his diete catour was ſcarſite, 
His coltful fode was vertuous abſtynence, 


Notes of deſerte his delicate plente, 

His riche pymentes his ypocras of diſpence 
Binge nat in coſtretes noꝛ botels in the ſpece, 
Nat exceſſiue bycauſe attemperaunce 

Had of his houHolde holy the gouernaunce, 


This Baptiſt Jhon byhis moderate foode 
The chefe triũphe of abſtinence hath begon, 
This patriarke rekened on the goode 
Content with littel al ſuffilaunce hath won, 
As Dyogenes in his littell ton 

Yelde him apayed,bycauſe attemperaunce 
Had ofhis houſholde al the gouernaunce, 


His tonne to him was receite # houſholde, 
And ik J Gould boſte of his celere 

There were no cuppes of liluer noz golde, 
His coſtful vintage came from the riuere, 
Wel timed mcſure was foz his mouth but- 
And his taſtour was attemperaunce (lere, 
Which of his houchold had al gouernaũce. 


His conqueſt was moe ſoueraine of degre 
Than Alyſaunders foz al his hie renoune, 
Fo: he conquered his ſenſualite, 

Made him ſubtecte and ſeruaunte to reaſon, 
Daunted of pꝛudence eche fozayne paſſion, 
His clerke of kitchin called attemperaunce 
Whiche of his dyete had al the gouernaunce, 


Of ſuperfluite,of ſlouthe, and of ſlepe 

This Diogenes ſtode euer amonge in dꝛede, 
Ok woꝛldiy fauour he toke no maner kepe, 
Straw was his litter, a ſimple ruſſet wede, 
Turned his ton againe the winde in dede: 
Twene hote and colde, that attemperaunce 
In ſomer & winter had hole the gouernaiice, 


* pzehende, 
Che golden woꝛlde is turned into 
Pꝛap to god his grace downe to ſende (lede, 
Ok his hie mercy that it may ſone amende, 
Ind that this pꝛinceſſe called atteperaunce 


Map of your houchold haue the gouernaũtce. 


Chefely foꝛ loue and parcel eke foꝛ dꝛede 

In your eſtate whan ye be moſt chynende, 
Foz your entrees & your moſt gratious ſpede 
To his pꝛeceptes do diligently attende, 

Ok olde emperours rede the legende 

Wyyle they were ruled by attemperaunce 
In longe p2oſperite ſtode their r 


of John Bochas 


Of wozthy Kingdoms Rome is called hede 
Whoſe royal boũdes fartheſt out extende, 
In marcyall actes bothe in length & bzede 
Rem publicam by pꝛoweſſe to diffende, 

No fozayne enemy hardy tooffende 

Their hye noblelle whyle attemperaunce 
With her thze luſters had the gouernaunce. 


The. xi. Chapter. 


How the kinrede of Jacob was diſtroyd, 
Chꝛiſte bozne and died, Jeruſalem di⸗ 
ſtroyed:and.xi.hundzed, M. 
ſlain by ſwoꝛde hungre 
fyze and peſtilence. 


Ihe ſtozy ended of Uitellius 
Ok his two feres Galba # Ocho, 
How his caraine hoꝛrible and hidious 
Dꝛowned in Tybze was poſſed to and fro: 
After their ſtoꝛy accompliſhed was and do 
Came a great nombꝛe to Bochas as J rede 
Echone diſcended of Jacobes kynrede, 


In token of complaint and heuyneſſe 

Like folke diſmayed clad in moutnig wede, 
Foz the conſtraynt of their w2etchydneſſe 
Belpzeynt id teares quaking in their dꝛede, 
Knowing norecure in (o ſtreight a nede 
Reſembling folke by tokens full moztall, 
That were toward ſome feaſt funerall, 


Their vgly cheres pytous to beholde 

As they gan apzoche the pzeſence 

Df Jhon Bochas to tell their ſozowes olde, 
Their woundes bleding by marcial violece: 
Oppꝛe ſſed with hůger thurſt a (od? peſtilẽce, 
By foꝛayne ſwoꝛde their lines manaſyng 
Upon the deathe as beaſtes abyding 


That were encloſed narowe in a folde | 
Diſpapꝛed ſocour to recure, (bolde 
To paſſe the boundes foꝛ dꝛed they were nat 
Within enfampned, barapne of all paſture, 
This wofull ſtozie remeinbzed in ſcripture 
Howe that of Jacob the generacion 

Was vengeably bzought to diſtruction. 


This patriarke called whilome Jſraell 
Moſt renoined amonge all nacions, 

Ind molt famous the Syble can well tell 
Their lyne outrekened thꝛough all regions, 


By goddes beheſt toke their poſſeſſions, 
Maugre Egypciens and Pharaos pude, 
Whan Moiles by god was made theic gide. 


With dꝛie fete they paſſed the Reed ſee, 
Conueyed by Moyles and aiſo by Jaron, 
(Their la we was waitten p Bible who liſt ſe 
Upon Syna in tables of harde ſtone, 

And though delerte as they did gone 

With aungels meate called mina as J rede, 
Fozty wynter there he dyd them fede, 


After Moyles led by Joſue 

In to the lande ot Pꝛomiſſion, 

Twelue lynages of Jacob there parde 

He let make a diſtribucion, 

And to eche lyne he gaue his poꝛcion: 

By pꝛomple made afoze to Abꝛaham 

To Jlaac # Jacob, whan they thyder came. 


By patriarkes and pꝛophetes 5 were ſad, 
Maugre their enemies #theirmoztall fone, 
By mightydukes and iudges they were lad, 
Gate all the regions where they did gone, 
Tyll at the laſt of pzide they echone 

Lyke other nacions wolde haue a kyng, 
Saul was chole god graunted thcir alking, 


Thus by patryarkes and by they: alyeg, 
From Abzaham the genelogie 

Tolde by pꝛophetes & by their pꝛophelies, 
Conueyed to Dauid, whiche in his regalpe, 
Helde of Jewes all hole the monarchre: 
Of whoſe kynrede by pꝛoceſſe thus it code 
Was Chziſt Jeſu boꝛne of that roial blode, 


Sent fro his father as pꝛophetes determine 
Toke fleſhe and blode foz our ſaluation, 

By the holy gooſt bozne of a pure virgyne, 
Had amonge Jewes great tribulacion, 
Under Herodes luffred paſſion, 

And as the goſpell truely doth diſcrine, 

The third day he roſe from death toline, 


This bleſſed loꝛde, this loꝛde of moſt bertue, 
Ende of Decembze bozne in Betheleem, 
And by the aungell named was Jeſu, 
Shewed to thze kinges by a ſterre beem, 
This ſame Jeſus in Jeruſalem 

By conſpyꝛacion of Jewes th2oughenuy, 
By Pylate dempt to dye on Caluary, 


Thus vnto Jeſu, Jewes were bnkynde 
Foz whiche they were diſtroyed npe echone, 
Chꝛyſte 


Tat. cixti 


„„ 


The ſeuenth boke 


Chꝛ iſt pꝛophelſied the goſpel maketh mynde 
How ot their cite there cholud nat lye a None 
Upon another foz their moztal fone 

Should the beſiege he told them lo certaine, 
Ind make Jeruſalem with ß ſoile al plaine. 


With weping eyen Chzilt told the lo befozne 
Ok their ruine and their diſtruct ion, 

Synne was caule that they were lozne 

Fox they nat knewe to their confuſion 
Time of their notable vylitacion (lowe 
Phan Chziſt came down bozne here in erthe 
Foz their ſaluacis they lyſt him nat to know, 


Thyrty peres fully cronyculers wꝛite 

And lomwhat moꝛe, after his paſſion 
Imonge the Jewe s playnly to endyte, 
Within them lelfe fyll a diuiſion, 

Murdꝛers roſe vp within their own toun 
So great a nombze with many an homicide 
That in the cite no man durſt well abyde, 


Their pzeſidentes reigning in Jude 
Seing this hozrible foule rebellton, 

Ind of murderers the moztall cruelte 
That longe endured in that region, 

Which foꝛ to appeſe romains lent doun 
Uaſpacian, with many amanly knight 
Whiche in to Galylee,toke his way right, 


And to chaſtyle tho marderers # robbours 
Bꝛent their coũtrey as he rode vp and doun, 
Sd continued with his loudpours 

Tyil vnto time the countreys enuyzon 

Of Jeruſalem entred be the toun, 

With their oblactons,in many ſondzy wyſe 
As Paſke required to do their lacrifyſe, 


Tofo2e thodayes was Jeruſalem 

Had in great woꝛchyp of all nations, 
Called pꝛinceſſe ok euerp other reem, 
Whole fame ſtretehyd thzough al regvons, 
Their trealour great and their poſſeſſions; 
Double walled of buylding moſt notable, 
Dꝛeding no enemy foz it was impꝛegnable. 


Among romayns was many a manly man 
Willing echone of one affection, _ 
Th2ough the knighthode of Uaſpaſian 
Echone to labour to the diſtruction 

Of Jeruſalem,foz great diuiſion 

Amonge them lelke was gon in the cite, 

By certaine captains Þ were in nombꝛe the, 


Simon John and Eleazarus 


Dozrible tyꝛauntes oppzeſſing the pozayle, 
Ofgouernaunce frowarde and outragiouz 
Falſly deuided eche other dyd aſſayle, 
Amonge them ſelke had many gret batayle, 
Werte without and werre was within 
Thus of vengeaunce milchefe dyd begyn, 


Valpalian nat beyng rechelees 

Foz his party lyke a pꝛudent knight 

By notable meanes exited them to pees, 
But all foʒ nought blent their owne ſight, 
To chele the belt they coude nat ſe a right: 
Ind in this while this noble werryour 
Valpaſian wag choſen emperour, 


By Alexlaundzie, to Rome he went againe, 
Receiued there themperiall dignite, 

His ſon Titus he made his cyefe capitaine 
His pꝛocuratour to gouerne in Jude, 
Belet enupꝛon Jeruſalem the cyte, 

With men of armes ſieged it lo about, 
That none might entre noz none iſſue out, 


Stopped their codutes a their waters clere, 
Enkamined them foz lacking of vitayle, 

A certain woman thus ſaith the croniculere 
R oſted her childe whan vitaile did fayle, 
She had of ſtoze none other apparaple: 
Theron by layſer her lelfe che dyd fe de 
Which in a woman was to hozryble a dede. 


Their mighty walles with gons caſt downe 
Two ſtronge towzes take of their cite, 
Reſiſtence gan fayle in the towne, 

They ſtode or hungre in luch perpleryte: 
Tytus of knighthode and magnanimite 
(Th2oughout the toure called Intonian 

Is entred in like aknightly man, 


The people in ſtreates lap foz hunger dead 
To bye noꝛ (el no lyfelode in the town, 
There was no ſuccour of dꝛinke noꝛ bzeed 

In paine of death bozne nouther bp ne doun, 
Vompte of one was therefection 

Unto another, there was ſuch (carcite 

Who redeth Joſephus the trouth he may ſe. 


B2ent was the temple made by Salomon, 
Which had endurede thus wzit p croyculere) 
That was ſo royal buylt of ryche tone 
Fully a thouſande # two hundzed pere, 
Romatngentred maugre their poztere, 
With (peare,pollar,# ĩwoꝛde ſharpe wh 
Lyke wode lions ewe whom they — s 
i 


of John Bochas 


Their riche gates couered with plate of gold 
Were bzent and molten without excepcion, 
The liluer ymages Þ foꝛged were of gold, 
The vpolent fyze made them renne doun: 
Noble Tytus had compaſſion, 

Yis marctall dukes ſpared nothing certain, 
Leſt of pzeſumpcion they wolde rebel again, 


A leuen hiidzed thoulande were there ſlaine, 
By lwoꝛde, by hungre, by fyze, a peſtilence, 
Stynke-of carayns 5 in the ſtretes layne 
Cauſed of deathe moſt ſodayne vyolence, 
And Titus gaue among them this ſentence: 
J meane of them that dyd aliue dwell, 

Fo: a penny men cqhoulde thurty ſell, 


So as Judas ſolde Chziſt foz thurty pence, 
Titus againe thought of equyte 

Of marchaundyſe to make recompence, 
Thurty Jewes founde in the cyte 

Fo2 a penny and fo2 nomoꝛe parde 

They to be ſolde, foꝛ theyꝛ great outrage 
Euer amonge Darazyns to liue in leruage. 


Of the temple a pꝛie ſt that was full olde 
Two ſtately lantarnes 5ᷣ̊ were bꝛight a chene 
Tables, baſyns, violes ofbzight golde 

He pꝛelented, and thus he dyd mene, 

That their treaſure hould wele be lene 

Ol the temple, and chewed to Titus 

In token it was whilom lo gloꝛious. 


To ſhewe eke there he did his buſy cure 
Silke, ſinamone, a frankencens withall, 
Foz ſacrifiſe,the purpurate veſture, 

With Uzimthumim,the ryche pectozall, 
Whiche oꝛdained were in eſpeciall 

Fo: the ſolempne place ot᷑ places all 
Sancta lanct oꝛum, and ſo men dyd it call 


Ok the tite a pꝛinte called Jhon 

To Titus came and chewed his pzeſence, 
Pale fo2 hunger there came alſo Symon, 
Bꝛought by a duke p named was Terence, 
Clad in purple bzought by violence: 
Receiued of Titus whan this noble town 
Caſtels tow2es c walles were (myt downe. 


In to a caſtell called Pazadan 

Eleazarus had take his flight, 

Belieged of Scilla,o2 he the caſtell wan 
This Eleazar like a furious knight 

n the caſtel the ſelfe lame nyght | 
Stpzed euery man, kather, childe, a bzother 


Teaf.cltiii 


With charpe ſwozdes eche man to lle other. 


Thus was this cite moſt ſtately of bilding 


That whilom was of this woꝛlde chele toun 
Where Melchyſedet reignedpzeeſt a kyng, 

By dapes olde as made is mencion, (mon 
Reſtoꝛed by Dauid, builded newe of Salo- 
Pꝛinceſſe of pzoninces, was no wher ſuch a⸗ 
Now is it abiect # refuſe of al other. (nother 


Unto the Jewes Chꝛiſt Jeſu gaue reſpite 

Full thurty yere,o2 he toke vengeaunce, 

gn token the lozd hath ioye # great delite 
han that linners diſpoſe them to penaiice, 

By contricion and hertely repentaunce, 

This bleſſed loꝛde this king moſt merciable 

LengtÞ abideth oz he lyſt be bengeable, 


He was to them ſo gracious and benygne 
Bade that they houlde to him conuert ſone, 
Shewed vnto them many an vncouth ligne 
During twelue daies eclipfed was 5 mone: 
(The people atones knew nat what to done, 
But indurate in their froward entent 

Like folke abached wyſt nat what it ment. 


A toꝛe the ſiege oꝛ Tit us gan the werre 
Ouer the tite ( wherok they wert aferde) 
Thete appered a comete and a ſterre, 
The ſtertre was chape like a harp? ſwerde, 
Touching the comet there was neuer herde 
Ok luch another ſo firy bzight and clere, 
Which endured the ſpace of al the pere. 


Their feſtinal day halowed in Apzyl, 
Their pꝛieſtes buſy to make oblacion, 
So great a light in the temple fyll 
That al the people ſtanding enupꝛon, 
Thought it ſo bzight in their inſpection 
Paſſing the ſonne as it did ſeine, 

But what it ment no man coude deme, 


As the pꝛeeſtes dyd their buſy cure 

To offre a calfe anone oz they toke hede, 
The lame calfe a thing _ nature 
B2ought fozth a lambe þ lame time 7 tede: 
An vgly token which put them in gret dzede, 
A contrary pꝛonoſticacion 
Shewed vato them of their ſubuerſion, 


With other tokens frowarde and contrarye 
The (ame time were ſhewed euer amonge, 
The bzaſen dozes of the in warde ſentwarye 
With yꝛon batres ſhit that wer molt frong, 
B2ode 


1 — —— EEE g = " 
—— . — + 4 . 
rere 
a 


— — — - a + » 
9 _ - — -» 


4 — 


x 
— — 2 „ — 2 yy 


The ſcuenth boke 


Bode of entaple rounde and wondze longe, 


Wo to Jeruſaleu, with a treble wo, 


That might nat meue w. xxx. mennes might, Ot hungte, thurſt, ⁊ leſing of their liucs. 


Opened by them ſelke twyſe on a night. 


There were ſene allo chares in the eyze, 
Men of armes with bꝛight \wozdes clere, 
Ol plate and maile the armure was ſo faire 
Bꝛight as Phebug where it did appere: 
And as the ſtoꝛie alſo doth vs lere 

With their cheltrons and their apparaple, 

A pꝛoker made their cyte foz taſſayle, 


To the Jewes it dyd (ygnifye 

A pꝛonoſtyke of they: diſtraction, 
Pꝛeeſtes to the temple as they dyd hie 
Upon a night to do oblacion ! 
Amdd the temple was herde a dꝛedfurl ſoun, 
Ok which noyle this was þ dzedeful ende, 
ple vp echone and let vs hence wende. 


Ind ful four pers fofo2e the ſiege gan 
One Ananias and tende of age 
Ol his byzthe, lonne of a rude man, 
By dilpolicion dul of his cozage, 

Lyke as he had fall — 
Ran in the cite by a maner krenlpe, 
Spared nat with open mouthe to crpe. 


Unto this noyſe was made none obſtacle 


But obſtinat euer to his entent, 

Day ol the feeſt horde in the tabernacle 

A voice( quod he) out of the oʒient 

Uoice fro the ſouthe.fro nozthe, # occident, 
Voite fro þ four wyndes p blow lo wyde 
Uoice again Jerulalẽ crieth on eaery [yde.. 


Uoice a gaine the tẽple agapn þ people alſo, 
Voice againe hulbãdes, voice againe wiues, 


Ok lwoꝛde and fyze a many ſoday n ſtriucg: 
This was the wꝛetched lameutacton 
Which Inanie eried thzough the toun. 


Beaten he was foz his affray ful ofte, 
Whipped,ſcourged,endlonge a vpꝛight, 

Al were it lo he kelte it ful vnſofte 

Wag by beating made faint a febleof might, 
He ſtynt nat to crie lo day and night; 

A pꝛonoſtike che wing to the cite, 

Howe ryght ſone it ſhoulde diſtroyed be. 


By reherſapyle alſo of Carnotenee 

With that cite foz ſinne it ſtode ſo tho, 

That if Romains by marctall vpolenee 
Had nat come and done them all this wo, 
The erthe ould haue opened and bndo; 
Deuoured the people voyde of al refuge, 

Oz dꝛowned þ tounby lome lodapne deluge, 


Bꝛeuelp ta paſſe this vengeace moſt terryble 
Done vpon Jewes foz their tranſgreſſion, 
Foz their demerites 5 puniſhing moſt hozry- 
Of Jeruſalem fynall ſubuerſion, (ble 
Ok the temple, the tabernacle, and the toun, 
In Joſephus who lyſt ſe al the dede, 

De Bello Judaico 5̊ ſurplus he map rede. 


© Thus endeth the ſcuenth boke and 
here after foloweth the pꝛo⸗ 
, logue of the eyght. 


The Pꝛologe. 


¶ The Pꝛologue or the eyght 
Booke. 


Ochas makethhere an exclamacion 
Agayn the iewes great bnkyndneſfſe, 
Bought bi the comains their cite adoun 
Lybe as the ſtoꝛy dyd here tokoꝛe exp2eſſe, 
Chey diſparcled to liue in wietchednefſe, 
By gods hand puniſhed fo2 they: outrage, 
Foz euer to liue in tribute and ſeruage. 
Folowyng myne auctoz, J caſt fo2 to touch 
Soas Jcan reherſyng the manere, 
owe John Bochas lying on his couche, 
pake tohimſelfe,ſayd as pe ſhall here: 
M hy arte thou ſo dul of loke and chere: 
Lybze a man thyface beareth wytneſle, 
Chat him diſpoſeth to lyue in pdlenefſe. 


Certes quod John J take right good kepe; 
Ok muche trauayle that the outrage 

Hath bylonge ſlombze caſte me in aſlepe: 
My lymmes feble,croked, and faynt koz age, 
Caſte in a dꝛede foꝛ dulneſſe of cozage: 

Fo: to pꝛeſume vpon me to take, 

Ok the eyght boke an endfozto make. 


Thou wenylt perauenture in thine opinpon 
Bythis labour to get the a name, 

Foz to reherce the lodain falling doun, 

And byſome newe pꝛoceſle fozto attame, -. 
Ok pꝛinees ſitting hie in the houſe of kame. 
In diuers bokes where thou doſt them fynd, 
Herpetually to put thy name in minde. 


Thy dapes ſh oꝛt put the mgreat d2ede, 

Okt luche a labour to take thepaſſage: 

The moze feble the lower is the ſpede * 
Thy light darked, and thou arte fal in age. 
Among remembzing thinke on this langage 
W han men be burped low in the earth doun, 
Saue of good liuing farewell all guerdon. 


Woꝛldlye goodes ſhall paſſe right ſone, 
Treſour,connyng.andal ſhal out of mynde: 
Frendſhip chafigeth,as doth p cloudy mone, 
At a ſtrapte nede fewe krendes men do kinde. 
But a qood name, whan it is left behind, 
aſſeth all ryche s, ik it be well deſerued, 
nd al golde, in coker locked and conſerued, 


Ok thy labour the kame ſhall were derke, 
Beware E ochas, and herot take good hede: 
Slouth ſpake to me, and bad me leue warke, 
Foꝛ ſmal reward Þ ſhalt haue foz thy mede. 
As bpenſample, thou mapſte of other rede, 
This was the langage, J had therof routhe, 
Atwene John Bochas d this ladye Slouthe. 


Bochas aſtonied gan down his heed decline, 


Mk Decrepitus marked with many aſigne, 


Fol.i. 


Upon his pillowe hanging rn a traunce. 

Stode in gret doute,coude not determyne 44% 
Lyke a man hangynge in balauuce, ö 
To what partye he ſhulde hys pen auaunce: 

To pꝛocede as he vndertoke, 

Oz leue the labour of his eyght boke. 


Atwene twayne adyding thus a while; 0 | 
What was to do in doute he gan to flete: 

Balte within and halk ouer the ſtile, (mete. 

Coude not dilcerne to him what was moſte 

Tyll fraunces Petrark.the laureate poete, 

Crowned wythlaurer,Grace was his gide, 

Came and let him downe by his beddes ſide, 


And as Bochas out of hys lombze abꝛapde, 
And gan adawen ſomwhat of hys chere. 
And ſawe Petrarke,lowlytohim he lapd: 
Welcome mayfter crowned wythlaurere, 
whiche haue Ftayle.lyke a ſonne clere, 

with poetry plainly todiſcriue, 

Moſt ſoueraynly enlumined by your liue; 


J haue deſy2ed as it is well couthe, 

Ok rightfullherte by humble attendaunce; 
To do you wozthip fro my tendze youth, 
And ſo ſhall Neuer voyde of all varyaunce, 
Duryng mp lyfe:fo2tre wlyin ſubſtaunce, 
pe haue benlanterne lyght and dyzection, 
Aye to ſuppoꝛt myne occupacion. 


As in wꝛptyng bokes to compyle, 
Chefeenſample to my great auauntage: 
To rekourme the rudenes ok my ſtile, 

with aureat colours of your freſſhe langage. 
But nowe foꝛ dulled by impotence of age, 


Mylabour bp of wutinFF reſigne. 


Icaſt me not koꝛthe to pꝛocede, 
Stande at a bap foꝛdʒiuen foꝛ werynes; 
Quod Fra. etrarł leſe not thus thy mede; tg! 
Pene me ns cauſe torepo:tnozerpzeſſe, 
In thylaſt age, thou haſt found a maiſtres; 
which the bꝛidled in ſoth x that is routhe, of 
And holdeth thy rein and ſhe is called llouth. | 


Ancuident token of frowarde ſlogardye, . 
Upon thybedthyplimmes ſoto d2efſe, ot. 


Ryſe vp koꝛ ſhame,fo2 Jcan well eſpy, 15 
Folke that can — and fele no ſyckneſſe, iN y 
Their chambetlapne is called ydlenes: 1 
which layth thy pyllow at eue and mozrowe; - 1 
Uoyd her from the and let her go with ſozow. WE: 
To all vertue froward and contrary 15 
Is pdleneſſe, here in this pꝛeſent like: 4710 
which hath the dꝛaw away fro thy lybzarye; 2 11 
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The Pwloge. 


Myll the not ſuftet to de tontemplatpke. 
Foꝛ her condycion is to holde ſtryke, 

With euery vertuous occupacion, 
which men chuld voyde of wyldom and rel 0, 
In this mater what ſhuld Jlong tary? 
Thyſlombzeleaue and bp thine eine dꝛeſle⸗ 
The boke J made of life ſolytatye, 
Remembze theron, the which in ſykernes, 
Teacheth the way of vertuous bulpnes: 
By and by. who liſt rede euerylyne 

Okt contemplacion mozal and diupne. 


As I ſapd erſt pet lyft vp thy loke, 

Fox ake thy bed, ryle vp anone koꝛ ſhame, 
Woldeſt þ reſt nowe vpon thy ſeuenth boke? 
And leaue the eight. in Loth thou art to blame: 
Pꝛocede foꝛth and get thyſelf a name. 

And with one thyng do thyſelfcomfozte, 

As thoudeſerueſt,men after ſhal repoꝛte, 


Make a compariſon twene derknes #lyght, 
Cwe ne pdlenes and occupacion, ; 
@wene fayze dayes and the cloudy nighte: 
Mwene acowards pꝛo weile and hye renoun, 
CTwene vertuous ſpeche x falſe detraction, 
And to conclude all vices to repzeſſe, 
Contrary to llouthe, is vertuous buſyneſſe, 


Uertuous buſines(O Bochas take hede, 
Reneweth all thynges of olde antiquite; 
Maketh men to lyue after they be dead, 
Remember the nobles of many a great citye: 
And ne were waiters al were gone parde, 
Whecrfoze Bochasſyth p art nere the lande. 
<Suffre not thy ſhyp to lomble on the lande. 


J meane as thus the ſhypof thy trauaple, 
WUyich hath paſſed the ſe ot bokes ſeuen, 
Caſt not ankre tyll thou haue good riuaple, 
Let no tempeſt of thundze no! of leum 

No2 no wyndes ot the cloudye heuen 

Noz no kals tãglers of demers the will bliue, 
Depzaue thy iaboure aud let thy ſhip to axiue. 


Haſte on thy way let grace croTe thy ſayl. 
Fall on no lande ot wilkul neglygence: 

Let good wyll be chefe of thy counſaxle, 

To gye thy rother let entyꝛe diligence. 

Ik vitayle fayle aud wine to thy dilpence, 

pet at the laſt thynke koꝛth y ſocour 

Some ropal pꝛince ſhal quite the thylabour; 


Thinke by wꝛiting auctoꝛs did theyzpayne , - 
To peue punces theyz commendations, 


To Remus Romulus called foliders twain 
Ok Rome to one, and ot two Scipions, 
The kntghthode.jzzudence of two Catons, 
Df Julius,Pompey,and Yanybal eke alſo, 


Byenſample of whome, loke that thou do ſo, 
Of P2ophetes they wꝛote the pꝛophelies, 
And the nobleſſe of olde Mopſes: 

Ok poetes the laureat poeſies. 

The foꝛce of Sapſou p ſtrength of Hercules 
Ok two grekes Pyꝛrus and Achylles, 

By their w2ytingbokes ſay the ſame. 
Unto this dap, pet endureth the name. 


And he that can, andceaſeth fo2 to wyte 

Notable enſamples ofoutpzedereſſours, 

Ok enupe men wyll himatvotte, (ftoures, 
That he in gardayns let peryſhe the holſome 
In ſondꝛy wyſe that might do great ſocours, 
Labour fo; other and ſpare not thy trauayle, 
Fo: vertuous laboz agayn ſlouth doth auaile, 


A thing remembzed of antiquite, 

Fs whan there is ſet a fayze ymage 

Oka paince,of hye o2 lowe degre, 

Oz ofaperſon a pꝛynte of his viſage, 
Gladdeth his frende quickethHiscozage, 
And ſemblablybyp example men may kynde, 
Things foꝛgotten by wꝛiting come to minde, 


And fo2 to make our names perdurable. 
And our merites to put in memozy, 

Uices to eſchewe in vertue to be ſtable, 
That labour map of ſlouth haue the victoꝛzpe, 
To clayme a ſee in the heuenlyconſiſtozy, 
Diſpyte of ydlenes and fozthering of vertue, 
Fyne ok our labour be peue to Chꝛiſt Jeſu. 
Wuhan Petrark had reherced this leflon, 
Jnrebukingof vicious pdelnes, | 
Bochas ſuppziſed' and moued of reaſon, 
Roſe from hisrouche,andgan his pen d:eſſe; 
well ouercame the impotent keblenes 

Of croked age.that Bochas bndertoke 

Fo: to accomplyſhe vphis eight boke. 

J following after foz dulled foz rudeneſe, 
Mo:e than the ſcoze peres ſet my date: 
Luſte of youthe paſſedhis freſhnes, 
Colours of rethozike to helpe me tranſlate, 
were faded away, I was bozne in Lydgate, 
wher Bacchus lycour doth fullſcarſly fete, 
My dꝛpe foule foz to dewe and wete. 


Thons — _ — me, 
remblynge iopntes let mp hande t L 
And fro me take all the ſubtylte . 
Ok curious makyng .in englyche to endyte, 
pet in this labour truelyme to acquite, 
1 — as it is to me due, 

n theſe two bokes Bochas foz to ſue. 
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TheepghtBooke. Fol.it. 


C The firſte Chapter. 


¶ Howe the pꝛoude tiraunte Domician Em⸗ 
pe roure okt Rome , and manye other Empe⸗ 
routes and Robles, foꝛ their out rages and 
wzetchednes, miſcheuouſſ pe ended. 


Bꝛother to Titus ſonne of Uaſpactan, 
Came next i oꝛoꝛe as wziteth mine autour 
The pꝛoude ambictous called Domician, 
That was in Rome crowned Emperour: 
An extoꝛcionet, and a kalſe pillour, 
Pꝛoudlycũ maunded (in his eſtate vp ſtalled) 
Ok all the woꝛlde he ſhulde a God be called. 


Thughhye pꝛeſũpcion oł him it is eke tolde, 
Nether ot tymber koʒuin, noꝛ of Kone, 

Set vp images of ſyluer and of golde, 

4 token there was no God but he alone: 
In toPathmos he exyled eke ſaynt John, 
And agayne criſten the ſeconde next Heron. 
That began firſt the perſecucion, 


This ſame tyzaunt, reignyng in his eſtate, 
Co all the citye was paſſinge odyous: 

Beſt and moſt woꝛthy he ewe ok the ſenate, 
And vnto all that were vertuous 

Moꝛtall enemp, and moſte malicious. 

And fo: ſtaughter ot ſenatours in the toune, 
Aſked the triumph as made is mencyon. 


Made amonge iewes, by kul great outrage, 
where as he had greateſt ſuſpicion 

Co llee al tho that were ofthelynage, 

Of Dauids kinred, and ok kinge Salomon, 
Leaſt he were put out of dominacion: 
Amonge iewes this was hys meanynge, 
Slewe all tho that was bozne tobe kyng. 


Impd the palays as God wolde of right 
Punyſh a tyꝛaunt and quite him hys mede, 
Chis Bomician was ſlayne vpon a nyght: 
His caraine after vnburped as Jrede, 
And Comodus dothafter him luccede, 
whiche was all peue by flechlp appetite, 
Toleaue all vertue, and kolowe his delyte. 


Theatre plapes of cuſtome he did vſe 

As was the cuſtome there and the vlage, 
Bis life in vices he falſlye did abuſe, 

In lecherous luſtes\ſpent al hys ponge age: 
Co the romapnes did ful great domage, 
Fo: of the ſenate that were moſte vertuous, 
were kalſlpe ſlapne by this Comodus, 


In his time by ſtroke of thunder dente, 
And firye lightning ß came down kro heuen, 
Cbe common lybꝛaty was of the cyte bꝛente, 
Wyth ropall bokes of all the craftes ſeuen, 
Bokes ofpoctes mo then Ycan neuyn: 
And Comodus bꝛeuelpto termyne, 

was ſlapn and ſtrangled by hrs concubyne. 


Helinus Pertynar came nexte onthe ringe, 
Ozdained after Emperour of that toun, 
Olde, and vnweldy,flaime in his ginning: 
Alter whom the boke maketh mentton 

By no title of ſucceſſion | 

But an intruſour one called Julpan; 

The ſtate vſurping to reign ethere began. 


But of the noble lynage Affrican, 

Bone in Tripolis a mighty great citye, 
One Seuerus that was aknightly man, 
Gadꝛed ok romapns a wondze great mepne: 
Bothe made ſtronge, Julian met and he 

At Pont miluin a citie of Ftaple, 

And there was Julyanſlaine in batapl: 


Seuerus afterentredthe empyze, 
And toke bpon him the dominacions 
Upon criſten of malice ſet a kpze, 
Began againe themaperſecucion, 
Ok tyzannye and falſe ambicion. 
But one of Egipt called Poſcennius 
Againe Seuerus gan to wozke thus, 


Gadzed meyny Seuerus fo: to aſſaile, 

In purpoſe fully and theron did hys payne; * 
Firſt with him to haue a great batayle, 

Next ot themppꝛe the crovne fo to attapne: 
But ye ſhal heare what fel on theſe twayne: 
On Polcennius fill the dilcomkiture, 

And Seuerus thempyze dothe recure. 


In his purpoſe oz he might auaile, 

with one Albinus that was a manly unpght. 
He had in Saule a full great batayle,.. *. - 
Full great bloudſhed in that moztall Fpghts - 
Albinus ſlaine of very foꝛce aud myght, 
Seuerus akter entred in Bꝛetapne, 
Caught ſicknes and died of the paine, 


After Seuerus next came Antonine; 
Of whom the frowarde diſp oſicion 
As all auctours of him determine 
= buſines and occupacion 

et holp in flefhly dilectacion 


Sofalſe a luſt his cozage did aſſaple . 


Theeyght 


Amonge Harthois flayne in bataple After ſtrong enmy as mine autoure ſa oth 


With all his power vnto criſten fapth 

Macrinus after tofoze Bochas came down, 

Whylomapzefecte in Rome the cyte De was enemy his life who liſt to ſence 

Df the pzetop2,and by inuaſton | To criſten clerkes of auctozite, 

Came to the imperiall kamous dignitye, And ſpetially to olde Ozigene 

Occuppeda pere. ſate in hys imperpal ſe. But in his moſte furious cruelte, 

yl foztune lyſt hym ſo diſgrade, JnAquyleyaa mighty ſtronge countre, 

Amonge his kuightes ſlayne at Jrchelade. Okt apꝛekecte called Pupien he was llaine 

Ok whole dethe criſten men were full kayne. 

Next came Jurelius ſurnamed Antonpne. 

A great rpbaude paſſyng lecherous, Hext by the ſenate choſen was Gozdpan, 

Pet was he byſhopas auctoures determine, Firſt agaynſte Parthois he caſt hi to werrey, 
n the temple of Heliogabalus: Df Janus temple(whan the werre began) 
nd in his time was one Sabelliug he made the gates be opened wyth the keye: 

A falſe heretike,of whom gan the names, Uhiche was a token as old e bokes ſeye, 

Ok a ſecte called Sabellianes. Tho gates opened to folkes nye and ferre, 


| | That wh their fone p romayns wold werre, 
Thisſaid Aurelius againe all nature, 


Of falſe pꝛeſumpcion in bokes it is told, With Parthois firſt this ſaid Gowian 
Molde not purge his wombe bynature., To holde werre faft he gan him ſpede, 
But in beſſels that were made of golde: And vpon them alway the felde he wan: 
And indiſpyte,whan that he was old. Afterhe ſped him in to derte and Mede. 
Slaine of his knightes and not akter longe, Alwaye victoꝛious in batayle as J rede, 
Dis carayne was thzown in a gonge. Upon Eukrates ſlapne as J fynde, 


| By kalle treaſon p cronicle mabeth mynde; 
After this pꝛoude fozeſayde Antonine 


Inte themppꝛe by iuſt election, Next in 02d2e tame Philip byhis name, : 
Ok ſenatours as bokes determpne, His ſonne ee philip came with him alſo, 
Came Aurelius and fozhishye renounte OMyn auctour Bochas rehercethß lame: 
SurnamedAliſaunder,as made is mencid: The kather, the ſonne, baptiſed bothe two. 
Fought with Perciens like a manly knight, Right lad and wyſe in that they had to do, 
And there king Xerxes was put bntofl yght. And were the firſt criſten ok echone, 

| Emperozsrekened fo; ther tofoze was nons 
This Furelins this pꝛoud knyghtlyman, | 
Mhan he ſate iudge in the conſiſtozy, By Poncius the marty2 as Jrede, 
{here ſate one with him called Ulpian. Jn MWeyaa famous great cyte, 
A areat ciuilian, notable of memozy: hep were baptyſed,Xafterwarde in dede 
Of who me it is to his encreace of glozy, Slayne in batayle foztheylyft not fle: 
Repozted thus by great auctozite, Cokoꝛe theirdethe bothe of afſentparde, 
He of digeites made bokes the. Their treaſourhole that were imperaall, 


To chziſtes church J fpnde they gaue it all. 
Full pite ouſiy this emperoure loſt his lyke, Itrnde thee g 


Caſyelly as made is mencion, The Biſhop Sixtus toke poſſeſſion, 
Among his knightes by a ſodapne ftrife, Ucrtuouſly alligned it to Laurence, 

WWyere he was (Laine in that viſcencion; Therofto make diſtribucion 

After whoſe ende fo2 ſho2t concluſion To pooꝛe folke in their indigence: 

Tofoze Bochas the boke wel telcan Foz whiche dede by cruell violence, 

Came Maximtnus and with him Gozdyan The tpꝛaũt Decius agaynthe tone a ftryke; 


Cauſed holy Laurfce by bꝛẽ ning loſe his lifs 
Maximinus the cronicle doth expꝛes, vdꝛẽ ning lole his li 


Choſe of his knightes and his ſoudiours, This ſame Decius curſed andcruell, 
Foꝛhis victozious marcyall hye pꝛoweſſe, Cauſed p ſlaughterof theſe Philips twayn: 
Done in Almapne, and amonge Emperours And foz he wasſubteil.talſe,and fell, 
Sect vpin Rome maugre the. ſenatours: By 


Boote. 


Bylleight a kalſhedhe dyd hys buſy paine, 
To the emppꝛe by foꝛce fo2 to attapne: 

The ſeuenthtyzaunt,byperſecucion : 
which agayn chziſten folk toke firſt occaſion. 


Myne auctour wuteth time of this Decius; 
The holy Hermpte example of perfyteneſſe, 
By dapes old called Antonyus, 

Liued in deſerte kerre out in wildernes: 

As an Hermpte diſpyſing al ryches, 

Lyued by frute and rotes as men tell. 
Andok perfection dꝛanke water ok the well. 


Upon Decius fo: his curſednes 
— ch:iſten which gaue ſo hard ſentence, 
zugh Rome u Itaple myne auctoz bereth 


A 
C 
In euery eyte was grete peſtilẽ ce: (witnelle, 


Chat by the ſodaine deadly violence 
The hertes ot men dependinge in a traunce; 
Co ſaue their liues coude no cheuſaunce. 


Ok this mater wꝛite nomoꝛc Jcan, 

Co this emperour J wyll reſozte agayne, 
Spekeof Gallus and Uolucian, 

That buſp were theirlaboure was in vaine; 
Cheir time ſhoꝛt as ſome bokes ſaine. 

Fo: Martyn wziteth an olde cronyculere, 
In themppꝛe thepreigned but two pere. 


But bothe were ſlayne by the pꝛocuring. 
And bythe purchace of one Emelyan, a 
A romapne knight whiche byſlye wozkinge; 
Co occuppe themppꝛe tho began: 
Byty2annye the Loꝛdſhyp there he wan. 
Whole lozdſhipfo2 hap and lacke of grace, 
Nolenger laſt then two monthes ſpace. 


Chis lytell chapter astofoze is ſene, 
Reherced hath and tolde in woꝛdes playne; 
Ok emperours almoſt full fourtene, 

And ok all were good none but twapne: 
whiche to reherce J haue do mypaine, 
And to pꝛocede futther as J began, 
Imuſt wzyte of one Ualerpan. 


Is ſonne and he calledGaliene 

Co all chuſten hare great eninyte. 

Slewal tho their legend men mai ſene, 
Chat ſerued Cbꝛiſt /n ttouth and equptie: 
whoſe perſecuſion and hatekul cruelte 
Abated was. as J can well reherce, 
Bypone Sapoꝛ that was kyng of Petce, 


Bykozee ot armes Hapoz this mighty king, 


Fol. (ii. 


Gan in Alia and with his hoft came daun, 
By tyg te, Eukrates, a knightly (o rrdyng 
Towarde the partyes of Septemtrron, 
To Caucaſus not terre fro Babylon 
Andall Surrye he pꝛoudlype dpd aTayle, 
And Capadoce he wan eke by bataple. 


Whom fo: to mete came Uale rian, 

To Meſopotapme with many legions: 

The werre was ſtrõg but this knightly man 
This hardy Sapoꝛ with his champions 
{The felde hath wonne with all the legions 
Afoze reherced,and thiough Perce he lad 
Ualerian boũde with cha nes roũd and lad. 


De was by Sapoz maugre hys vyſage, 
This Ualeriaſoftraytly bzought to wake, 
Lyke apuſonerbounde toleruage, 
Byobeyſaunce that founde were no lacke, 
To knele on foure and pꝛokte his backe, 
Unto Sapoz whan hym liſt to ride, 
Therby to mounte koꝛ al his great pꝛyde 


This was the offyce of Valerian 
Byſeruitude duryng many a pere, 
Wherfoze he was called of many a man, 
Che aſſendyng ſtocke in to the ſadyll nere: 
Whiche is in krenche called a mountuere. 
This was his office to bowe doun his coꝛſe, 
Mhan p king Sapoz ſhulde light on hozle. 


This is the gue rdon fauout of foztune, 
Her olde manertopzinces aud to kynges, 
Per double cuſtome vſed in commane, 

By ſodayne chaunge ok all wozidlythynges: 
Akter triumphes and their vpriſinges, 
What foloweth atter here well teil J can, 
I take recozde of Ualerpan. 


Chys Lady foztune the blynde fell goddes 
To Ualerian ſhewed her lelfe vnſtable, 
Taught him a leſſon ofthe doablenes, 
Tokyng Sapoꝛ ſhe was fauourable, 

But pet he was tocruell and vengeable. 
Myth his fete deuoyde of all fauoure, 
Tofoyle the backe ot an emperout. 


Ok olde it hathe be ſonge and cried loude, 
Recoꝛde on Cy2us, and many other mo, 
Ringes ot Perce of cuſtome haue be pꝛoude, 
Aktet punyſhed and chaſtiſed cke alſo, 
Pzinces of mercy ſhulde cake hede therts, - 
After victozy in their eſtate notable, 
To their pziſoners fo; tobe — 
"il, 
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Myne autoꝛ Vochas in this mater tel can, 
Kebuke tyꝛauntes that were by dapes old, 
Turneth his file ſpeketh to Walerian, 
Where be thy rubies xſaphires ſet in golde: 
The ryche peerles and rpages manifolde? 
That p were wont to weate vpon thy hads?7 
Nowas a wꝛetch art boũd in foꝛayn bondes. 


where thou were wonte of furyous crueltte, 
Clad in purple within Rome toune, 
ToChuft contrary in thyae imperyallſe, 
Gaue dome on marty2s toſuffre paſſion: 
Howe lyeft thou bound [ettred in p2eſon, 
Tokyng Sapoz couſtraynedtoenciyne, 
whan he lyſt ryde both? necke and chinc. 


Thus art thou fall in thine imperial tage, 
@hinke on fo2tune à haue her in memozy, 
She hath the caſt in thzaldom and leruage: 
Andeclypſed all thine olde glozy. 

where thou ſate whilom in the confiffozye 
As an einper9:ir and a mighty iudge, 

Lycſt bound in chayns #knowelt norekuge. 


It is fall fetre out of thy mynde 

che knightly dede of woꝛthy Bublyus. 
Of Rome a captapne oꝛdayned as 4 finde, 
To kyght agayne Yriſtomachus, 

Lyng of Iſpe,of foꝛtune it fell thus: 

whan the romayns dyd the kelde fozlaks, 
This Zublius amonge his fone was take, 


his noble pꝛince ſtanding in dꝛedekul cace, 
Bis lyfc + woꝛſhyp dependyng atwentwarn⸗ 
In his hande holding a ſturdy mace, | 
Smyt out one of his eyen twapne, 
Ofkumnthatlevhim, that other koz the paync 
Chat he kelte and the great ſmerte, 

Tokt a dagger à roue Hublpus tothe herte. 


which lone d moꝛe his wozlhip thi his lyfe, - 
Chaſe tathet to dye than lue inſeruage, 
This conceite he had in his imaginatike. 
Fndconfi922d{ythe he was in age. 
To laue his honoure it was moe auaũtage. 
So to be ſlayne his woꝛſhyp to conſe rue, 
Thanlyke a beaſt in pꝛiſon koꝛ to ſterxue. 


Foꝛtune his chaptre of him it was not tad 
As Ualerius maketh mencion, — 
Alter whoſe conceyte no man in vertue (ad 
Shulde not longe languplhe in pꝛiſon: 

But rather choſe lyke his opinion 
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Ok manly iozce and kuightiy excellence.. 


The dethe endure oflonge abſtynencs, 


As whylom dyd the pꝛinceſſe Agripine, 
whan ſhe in pziſon lay fettred andb ound; 
Ok her fre choyce the felt great pyne, 

Ok hungre and thurſt in ſto2y it is found: 
That ſhe lay pale c grofe vpon the grounde, 
Maugre Tibery and let het goſt lo wende, 
Out of her bodye this was her fatall ende. 


Thau ſtode ferre of all ſuche fantaſy, 
Flpeke of the O thou Valerian) 

Thy cruell herte of falſe malencolpe, 
Made whylom dye manya chziſten man 
And marty2,ſyth Chꝛiſtes kapthe began: 
Which koꝛ mankynde dyed vpon the Rode 
There fo2 tacquytehym lyſte hed hys blode. 


Agayne his [awe thou were tmpacient, 
And impoztune by perſecucion, 

Thou dydeſt fauour + ſuffre in thine entent; 
That Egipciens dpd their oblacion, 

Their lacrpkices and ryte vp ſo doun, 
Unto pdols of frowarde wylkulneſſe, 

That was of Egipt called chefe goddeſſe. 


Fauourable thou were in thydeſire, 
Toſuffre Jewes theirſabote toobſerue: 
And Caldeis to woꝛchyp the kyꝛe, 

And folke of Crete Saturne to ſerue, 

And criſten men thou madeſt falſly ſterue 
Of whole lawe fo2 thou dyd not retche, 
Thou died in pꝛelð at miſcheke like a wꝛetch. 


The. ii. Chapter. 
C_ Bowe Sallpen ſonne ok Ualert- 
an was ſlayne. 


Ext in oꝛdꝛe to Bochas tho cãe doun; 
Sonne of Ualerian one called Gallien 
But ko great hozrible effuſion 
Ol chzuſtenbloud that men might ſene, 
Shed by Valerian, God wold it ſhulde bene 
She wed openly to romains by vengaunce, 
Ok manpe a countre ſodaine diſobey{aiznce, 


Theyof Jlmayne the Alpes dyd pace, 
Unto Hauenne a cite ok Itaile, 
Sothes alſo pꝛoude of chere and face: 
Had agayne grekes manp a great batayle: 
And they ot᷑ Hfigry armed in plate a mayle; 
wyth them ok Denmarke furious and cruell. 
Igayne romapns wexte of aſſent rebell, 


V 
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Bode. 


To whoſe domage in this meane whyle, 
A monge romapns it is befall thus: 
wokull werres whiche called bene ciuile, 
Gan in the cyte cruell and diſpiteous. 
Firſt whan they met was ſlayne Gempus 
which firſt toke on him in bokes as Jrede 
Of hype coꝛage to we arepurple wede. 


One pPoſthumus a mighty ſtrong romapnc, 
Kept all Gaule under lubiection 

To their auaple after vnwarlyſtaine, 
Among his knightes fo: al his hye renoun, 
By a ſodayne vncouthe dilcencion: 

Next Utcto2yne hauing the gouernaunce, 
Ok al Gaule was firſt ſlapne in Fraunce. 


But Sallien of whom J ſpake tofozne, 

Sonne and heyze toUalerian, 

Ju Domination ofpurpoſe he hath lozne 
n Ke publica whan he began, 

Lyke acontrarious and a frowarde man, 

wert lecherous and obſtinate ofliuinge, 

At miſchefe ſlayne: this was hys endynge. 


The. iii. Chapiter. 
C Howe Quintilius was mur⸗ 
dzed by women. 


Ext Gallien came one Quintilius, 
Na man remembꝛed of great atteperalice 


Bꝛother of byꝛth to great Slaudius, 
wiſe and diſcrete in al hys gouernaunce. 
who may of foztune eſchue the chaunce: 
To wayte his ende ſhoꝛtlye in a clauſe | 
Of women murd2ed J can not lap the cauſe, 


Che. tif, Chapiter. 
Of Jurielan in Denmarke bozue. 


F Denmarke bozn next came Jurelian, 
I wozthy knight his enemies to aſſaile: 
Again Gothes a great warre he began, 
Gate victo2y in many fitonge bataple. 
whoſe noble conqueſt greatly dydauayle 
To comon pzofyt:foz alhis woꝛke parde, 
wagte the encre ace of Rome the cyte, 


De retuted allthe e 3 
And weſtwarde had manpagreat victoꝛy: 


Aonge othet J kynde that he was one, 

Aſkedthe triumphe to be put in memoꝛype. 
But there was a thing eclipſed his gloꝛye. 
which did p light of his knighthorwithdꝛaw. 
- F62he was enemy to Chziſt and to hys lawe, 


Ok him Bochas lyſt no moꝛe to werte, 

But in his boke go foꝛthe as he began. 

Ok one remebiingthat called was Tacpte 
whych was ſucceſtour to Aurelian, 

And after him fucceded Folozian 

Ok which twapne no temembꝛaũce J fynde 
That is notable to put in mynde. 


The. v. Chapter. 
Howe Pꝛobus dilcomkited romayns 
and aftcr was flayns. 


P2obus after raygned kull ſeuen pere 
And four monthes, which byhis hye rengun, 
Gain went Haturninus Wakntshtli chere, 
Bꝛought him pzoudlytoſudicction, 

Not withſtandyng that he in Rome toun 
Toke vpon hym of wylkull tpꝛannp, 
Holy themppꝛe fo2 to rule and gye. 


Bel yde the cyte called Tgrypyne. 

This ſayd pꝛobus gayne many roinayne; 
A bataple had, lyſt not to declyne: 

Met Poꝛtulus a mighty ſtronge coptayne 
Myth one Bonoſus a both they were flaine. 
And all their meyny of verp foꝛce and might. 
Slayn my) kelde the remnaũt put to ll pahte. 


Akter this batayle and this diſcomfyture, 
Pꝛobus was lodged i Smpzmie a get cyte, 
And there vnwarelyofſadayne auenture, 
Slayne in a tour that called was Ferte, 
But aſmallſeaſon laſt his pꝛolperite. 
Siche is koꝛʒtune let no man in her tru8; 

All woꝛldly thynges chaungyng as ſhe luſt. 


| The. bi. Chapter. 
C Howe Carus and his toſonnes 
were miſcheued. 


koꝛe Bochas Catus nert came doun, 
with his two ſonnes RAumer:a + Carine 
And as I kind he was boꝛne in Karbon: 
But tohan that he moſt clerely dyd ſhyne, 
Byhis knighthode, plainly to termine, 
In his emppze he gate cyties twayne, (ne 
Chole x Theſſphoautin Parthia w gret pay: 


Beſyde Cygte a famous ſwyfte ryuere 
De pight his tentes,caſt him therc abide: 


A ſodayne lighting his face came ſo nere, 


Smpt all to poudez koxall his great pꝛyde, 

And Numertan that ſtode 9] hys (pde, 

Had a matze that was ſeat froheuyn, 

Loft bothe his epen;with the firyleuyn. 
Jd.iili. His 


Fol.il ij. 


Theeyghe 


his other ſonne Carinus a good knight, 
In Dalmacia had all the gouetnaunce: 
And koꝛ that he gouerned not a righte, 

He was caſt downe a loſt all his puiſſaunce, 
Vicious lyfe cometh alway to miſchaunce. 
Sepcius choſe Dalmacia foꝛ to gye, 
Amonge his knightes murdzed of enup. 


The vii. Chapter. 
¶ How the hardy Quene 3zenobia fought 
with Jurelian,and was take 


Ine auctoꝛ here nolfgerlyſt ſoiourne. 
Ok theſe ẽperours p kalles foꝛ to woite, 
But in al haſte he doth his ſtile tourne, 
Tozenobyahirſto2pto endpte: 
But foꝛ Chaucer dyd him ſo well acquite 
n his tragedyes herpyteous kal toentreat, 
A ollpaſe ouer rzherſyng but the great. 


In his bokes of Caunterbury tales 

This ſouerapne poete of Bzutes Jlbyon, 
@Th2ughpilgrimes tolde by hilles and bales, 
where, ok zenobya is made mencion, 

Ok her noblefſe and her hye renoun, 

Ina tragedye compendyouſiye tolde al, 
Der marcial pzoweſſe,andher pyteous fall, 


Mine auctour firſt affyzmeth howe that ſhe, 
Diſcended was to tell ok herlynage, 

Bone of the ſtocke of wozthye Tholome, 
Kyng of Egypt.full notable in that age: 
Andthis zenobpa experte in alllangage, 
wyſe of counſayle and of great pzudence, 
Paſled all other in fame of eloquence. 


Amonge ſhe was armed in plate #mayle, 
Of Palmpꝛentes wedded to the kyng, 
Called Odenatus pꝛudent in batayte 

She was alſoby reco2de of wutyng. 

Hardy and fironge her lo2dlhip defendinge, 
Maugre al tho with her cheualry, 

Igapnſt all them that wzongly toke party. 


By Odenatus ſhe hadſonnes twayne 
Heremanus called was that one, 

And Tymolaus of beautye ſouerapne, 
After wyoſe byꝛthe their fathergan anont 
Co occupy the pzoupnces euerychone 

Ok perce # Wede,by pꝛoces made th? lene. 
Of3enobya the hardy vople Muene 


whyple Ode natus wext glozious 
Jnhw conqueſt thzughout Perce & Pede, 


Slayne he was by one Mionius. 
Nhiche to the kyng was coſyn as Fred:; 
But foꝛ bycauſe of this hozrible dede, 
And foꝛ the murdze of king Odenate, 

He dyed at miſchefe,and paſſedtnto fate. 


By pzoceſſe aftet zenobpa thequene, 

Toke her two ſõnes a pꝛoudly dpd the lede, 
Tofoze her chare, the men might themſene, 
How they were bozne as pꝛinces to ſuccede: 
Madt them like kinges clad in purple weve. 
Them to dekende this midhtye creature, 
Hardy as Lyon toke on her armure. 


Foꝛ al her Loꝛdes and knights ſhe had ſens 
Maugre the romains pꝛoudly — herſpede 
All the parties of the Oꝛiente 

To occuppe, and her hoſte ſo lede: 

Ok the mperour lhe Rode nothyng in dꝛede 
Called àutelian met him in bataple, 

Mith her mepnppꝛoudlp did aſlaple. 


On outher ſyde ß day great bloud ; 
The ſtroke of foꝛtune withſtat no — 
The quene zenobia was taken à foꝛthe led. 
Fought firſt as longe as ſhe might endure, 
——— , hirarmure, 
omtyemperour lo entrig Rome toun, 
Of triumphe required the — 85 


He dempt it was couenable and ſittinge, 
This Emperour this pꝛoud Aurelian, 
To aſke the triumph it was ſo great a thing, 
Co take zenobia that ſuch a werre began, 
Gapne romapns, this marcial woman 

Foz I ſuppoſe of no woman bozne, 

Was neuer quene ſo hardy ſeneafozne. 


This hardy pꝛinceſſe foz al hir crueltye; 
whoſe renome thzngh the woꝛld was know; 
With ſtockes ok golde was bzought to citi, 
From hype eſtate inpouerte plunged lowe. 

A wynde contraryfoztune hathfo blow, 
That ſhe alas, hath pitoufly made fal, 

Her in that pꝛoweſſe paſſed wemen al. 


The criumphe peuen to Aurelian, 

Foz the conqueſt he had vpon this quene. 

Called —*— Dyocliſian, 

Bone in Dalmacia his ſtozywholyft ſent: 

eee 
g lekes as ſapthe the cro d 
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Other mencion is none ofhislinage, 

Ok his byꝛthe koꝛſoke the region. 

Left his craft of deluyng andcoztlage, 
Gaue him to armes and by clection, 

Choſe tobe empero2 #regne in Rome totin; 
Firft into Gaule he ſent a greatpower, 

Ind Maximian he made his vicar, 


Bis vicar there had manya great batayle, 
Upon ſuche people that by tebellion, 

Gan frowardly and contraryto aſſaile, 
Toobep his loꝛdſhip within that region. 
@Tyll Carauſius by commiſſion 

And an hardy knight vndze Maxpmpan. 
Them to chaſtiſe toke on him lyke a man. 


But by pꝛoceſſe the ſtoꝛp doth deuiſe 

His loꝛdſhyp there dyd great domage, 

Co common pꝛokit, ſohebycouetyle - - 
The countre robbed by full greate outrage: 
And tohimſelfe he toke all the pyllage, 
Andofpzeſumpcion ware the colour 

Of ryche purple like an emperoure. 


This Caraſius of Bzetayns twapne 
$P2oudly vſurped to be their gouerneur, = 
Lyke arebellagayne Rome dydhispayne, 
And buſyed him by marctall laboure, 

with many a ſtraunge fozayne ſoudpoure: 
Bauynge no title nozcommyſſton, 
Contynuedlonge in hrs rebellyon. 


Wherof aſtonied was Diocliſian, 

Seyng this miſchefe dzedful and perillous: 
Oꝛdapned in haſtethat Warimſan, 

Was ſurnamed and calledHerculius, 
Made hym emperour calledAguſtus, 

M hiche had a foꝛe no moze gouernaunce, 
But Gaule whiche now is called Fraunce. 


Alſo moze ouer this Diocliſian 

Made in thys whyle gouernours twayne, 

Conſtancius and one Maximilian. 

SurnamedGalerius Cöſtancius icertapn: 
n this whyle to wedde he dyd his payne, 
oughterof Maximian called Herculius, 

Named the odoꝛa myn auctoz wꝛiteth thus, 


ByTheodo24 this Conſtancius 

Had ſixe childꝛen in trewe mariage, - 
Bꝛoder to Cõſtãtyne pᷣ cronicle telleth thus, 
Mhiche afterwarde when he came to age, 
Foꝛhis manhode and marciall cozage, 


Das choſeand made Xozd and gouernout, 


From occupacion his reſt foz to tabe, 


Ok all the woꝛlde and crowned emperoure. 


Carauſtus which had ful ſeuen pere 

Lyke as J tolde xebelled in Bꝛetapne, 
Agaynſt the romapns , a great extoꝛcionere: 
I knighte Jllectus that did at hym viſdayne 
Murdꝛed him and after did his payne, 
By koꝛce only and extoꝛt tyꝛann . 
Fully the peres his place to occupyxe. 


Tyll acclepio was ſent ktom Rome doun: 


Slewe Allectus maugre all his myght: 
Bꝛouqht all Bzetayne to ſubiectiou . 
Ol the romayns . lyke as it was tyght. 
And in this while like a manly knight, 
Foz Italiens gan romayns diſobe d. 
Conſtancius gan pꝛoudly them we trep. 
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He firſt wyth them had a ſtrddg@datayte; * 
His me pay llayne and put to the flighte: 
Truſtyng on koꝛtunt he gan thẽ rite aſlayle! 


And ſixty thoul and were ſlayne in the * 
The felde was his thzugh koꝛtunes might 


As ſhe that coude diſſymule fo: a whyle, 
Ind afterwarde falſly him begyle. 


I wyll pafſe ouer as bꝛefely as Fcan; 

Set aſpde all fozapne incidentes: 

Reſozte agayne to Biocliſtan, - :''(teg? 
Which at Aliſaſidze pꝛoudly pytched his ten⸗ 
The captaine ſle we gaue conmammideintts 
To his kntghtes to do their auauntage, 
With the cite byrobbynge and pyltage 


Gan agayne chꝛiſten great perſecucion; 
Uſed this tyzanny in the Onent. 

By his bydding Maximtan came doun; 
Towarde the patt:cs ofthe Occident: 
Bothe theſe tyzauntes wzoughtbyaſſent; 
Under whoſe ſwoꝛde many marty2 deyes; 
Slapn in Octodoꝛũ the legion of Thebeics 


At Uerolampe a famous olde cyte 
Sapnt àAldon flatne, his legend doth ſo tell: 
And in Romt byfurious crucityre: 
The pope ſlayne that called was Marcel, 
Bytheirſtatutes andbytheirdomesfell - 
Churches were bzent.in townes and cyties; 
Loft theirfraunchiſe and al their liberties, 


Frowardeenemyhe was to Chiiſtes lawe; 
Made many a marty; to dye fo: his ſake: 
Wext feble andolde,and gan him withdzaw: 


Dys 


Fol. b. 


His attoꝛney Marymyanhe dothe make, 
In his laſt ageitisreherced thus. 
Stode in great dꝛede of Conſtantius. 


Che dꝛede ol him ſate ſo nye his hearte, 
And thervpon toke ſuche a fantaſy, 
Imagining he might not ſtart, 

By fraud of him but that he ſhuld dye, 
Almoſte fozfere fyll in afrenſye: 

Of which dꝛede the boke maketh mencion 
Heſlewe him ſelfe by dꝛinkyng of poiſon, 


As Itolde erft in the Occident, 
Marimiancalled Herculius, 

Reygned as Emperour,xeuer in hys entent 
To purſue martyꝛs he was aye labozus: 

Of whoſe byꝛth Bochas fofid no auctoures. 
This to ſaye he coude neuer rede. 

Where he was bone noꝛ of what bynrede. 


Be kindeth no moꝛe of this Marimian 

k his vſurpyngt in eſſpectall, 

But that he was by Diocliſtan 

Set in dignite called impertall: 

Famous in atmes pꝛudent and marctal, 
Daunted al tho that did againe him ſtriue, 
Slewe Hencyans called in nomber fiue- 


Rod? in Iffrike lyke aconquerour, | 
B:oughte toſubtections the ſturdy nactons, 
Foꝛtune that time did him ſuch fauoure: 
Gare Sarmatoiſe with other regions, 
withother cities and manp riche towns, 

By his conqueſt of new that he hath won, 
Chꝛough þ wozld his name ſhone like p ſon. 


Be was cheryſhed in armes from hys youth, 

And didareate empꝛiſes foʒ Rome the cytie: 
et Stotliſian as it is well couthe, 
ounſapled him refigne his dignitie, 

But he was lothe to foꝛſ abe hys ſee, 

Syth he was Lo2d andgouerned al, 

Fo2 to renounce his ſtate imperiall, 


But by aſſent of Discliſian, 
As he him ſelke had left the gouernaunce, 
Euen ſo thys Maxpmpan. 
Dil charged him ſelf ok his royal puiCaunce. 
But after warde he kyll in repentaunce, 
And buſy was as dyuers bokes [ayne, 
The ſtate of Emperour to recure agayne, 


which fo: to acheue he dyd his diligence, 
He was diſtourbed by Galerius: 


Theeyght 


Foz his ſonne that called was Marence 
Putin poſſeſſion,myn auctour wꝛiteth thus, 
To which thing he gan were enupous, 
And gan oꝛdepne me anes in hys thought, 
Co trouble him but it auailed nought. 


rohan his purpoſe myght take none au aple, 
Againe Maxence as Bochas doth diſcryue, 
Bis daughter Fauſta that knewhis cofiſail, 
Diſcuted his purpoſe.fo2 which he ted bliue 
Into Gaule,anddurſt nolengerſtriue: 

And by Conftantius in Barcile the cite, 
Slapne ſodenlpe,loſt al his dignite. 


The. viii.Chapter. 
Howe Galerius oppꝛeſſed martyꝛs and Chzfe 
ſtes kayth. and myſcheuoullp ended. 


Ext tofoze Bochas came Salerius, 

A man diſpoſed to ryot and outrage; 

Euel teached frowarde. and vicious, 
There is no ſto2y that ſpeketh of hys lynage: 
Pet was he ſet ful hye vpon the ſtage, 
Ok wozldlydignyte.role vptohyeeftate, 
Pet in his ginning he was not foztunate; 


He was ſent out by Diocliſian. 

And made emperour byhps auckoꝛite: 
Agapne Narſeus the pꝛoud knightly man, 
Reigupng in Perce and Loꝛd of that coũtre, 
Whiche helde werre with Rome the cyte. 
Fo: which Galeriustoke on him this empuſe 
wyth myghtye hande hys pꝛyde tochaſtpſe, 


Galerius entred into erte lande, 

Ringe Narſeus met him ok auenture, 

Had a ſtrong bataple, fought hand foꝛhande, 
His koꝛtune ſuch he might not endure. 

On Galerius fyll the diſcomfyture, 

Clad in purple as made is mencyon, 

Of Dioclilian recepued hys guerdon. 


At their meting anone oꝛ they were ware, 
Diocliſian made him to abide, 

Co his contuſ pon, ſytting in his chare 

To walke on fote by the chares ſyde, 

Wpth manpa rebuke abated was his perde: 
Salerius foz the great ſhame, 

Gan lebea meane agapne to get hys name. 


Came foꝛ to aſſemble hs old ſoudiours. 

Made foꝛ his ozdinaſice by diligent wozuig: 

Chaſe out the beſt pzoued warryours, 

With a great hoſte to perce he came res 
[| 


Booke. 


Indofte there fought with tye king; 
That the perciens maugre al thepʒ myght, 
were of Galerius that dai put to flight. 


The felde was his, he gate greate riches, 
Robbedtheir tentes, and wan there pillage, 
In this reſoztreceiued in ſothnes, 

In great nobles becauſe of that voyage: 
Thus can foꝛtune chaunge her vyſage, 

Ok Diocliſian where he ſtode in diſdaine, 
wyth newe tryumphe reſoꝛted is sgapne. 


This cloudy que ne ſtadeth neuer in tertain. 
whoſe double whele quauereth euer in dout: 
Ok whyſe fauour no man hath be certayne, 
Though one haue grace another is put out. 
Let euerpe man as it cometh about, 

Cake his tourne, and neuer in her aſlure 
Faplynge in armes is but auenture. 


Thus Galetius after hys bataple. 

On perciens gan were glo2yous, | 
Souerned Iffrike and loꝛdchyp ol Jtayle, 
Thꝛoughout the Oztent he was victouous, 
CTyll he fo2 age gan were tedious, 

His laſt dayes maiigned as men ſaith, 

Ok kalſe hatred agapne chuſten fayth, 


And him ts healpe in there falſe maters, 

tis remembzed, to his confuſion 

n his empyꝛe he ſet two vitats. 
Gaue them power in eueryregion, 
The lawe of Chit to oppꝛes and put downe, 
Co punpſhe marters,. and put them to deathe. 
And in this whyle ful manpe one he ſleeth. 


By this ſaydcruell Galerius, 

which of themppꝛe had al the gouernaunce, 
Ofcurſed hart and co2age difpiteous, 
Byhis vſurped (mperyal puiſlaunte, 
Gaue auctozite fo2 to do vengaunce, 
Unto twaine Seuerus and Wagence; 
Onalcriſtenby moztal vyolence. 


A tertapne ſpace bothe of on? aceoꝛde | 
Co the ſtate ofemperour choſe was Maree, 
Tyl Scuerus and he fell at dylcozde, 
Indafter by bengable peſtylence, 

within a city of noble pꝛeeminence. 
Called Raue nne, Seuerus ther was flapne. 
Ok whiche Galertus was nothynge kaine. 


Fo: vohyche in haſte thys Galerius 
Pim toſuppozt,andſtandin hysdefence, 


Fol. bi. 


Chaſe out ok Denmarke a knight Lucinius 
To be emperout though knightly excellece. 
Fo2 to withſtand and fight agayn Maxence. 
But Maxence of ro;nayne knightes all, 


was choſen emperour and ſet vp in his ſtall, 


ith which election Galerius wert wode, 
ima maner of froward krenſp: 
is entrailc bꝛent coxrupt was his bloude, 
And ok his froward vengable malady, 
In euerp membꝛe gan rotte and putrifye, - 
Tvyll the eyꝛe aboute him enuiron, 
To al that felt it was venim and poiſon. 


Like a Laz at cozbed backe and chine, 

In this while on criſten moſt vengeable; 
To him auailed no maner medicyne 

But there was in Chꝛiſtes faythkul ſtable. 
That ſpake vnto him wlangage ful notable 
In woꝛdes fewe concludinge in ſubſtaunce, 
The gret Jupiter, hath take on 5 vẽgaunce. 


And enermoze fo2 ſhoꝛte concluſion; 

with a bolde ſpy2ite to him gan abzapde: 

It is nat Jupiter woꝛſhipped in thys towne⸗ 
In the capitoyle ſet, ſothlyas J ſayd, 

But Jupiter that was bozne of a mayde, 
which liſt not ſufferofthat thou doſt endure; 
That anye medecynes ſhulde therecure. 


Lyke atyzauntby bengaunc? furious, 

At miſchefe dieth as bokes tell, 
perpetually with cruell Cerberus 

Upon the whele of Jrion to dwell, 

Fo: his demerites wyth tantalus in hell, 
There to receiue his finall guerdon, 

which coude on martyꝛs haue no compaſſion 


It was hys (opfo2 to ſhed theirbloud, 
Sent out letters to diuers regions, 

Like a ſlpe wolf raupnous and wode, 

To ſlee martirs bydiuers paſſpons: 

Lyke his deſert receiued his guerdons. 
Hoꝛtible death did them firſt confounde; 
with furies inte rnall lpeth in hell bounde: 


| The.ix.Chapiter. | 
C Bowe Warence the emperour enemp to 
Chꝛiſtes faithe miſcheuouſlyended, 


Aktet Salerisu cruell vyolence, 

Gapne chziften blode as Bochas hath tolde! 

with piteous cheve the Emperour Maxence, 
Came tofoze Bochas of age not ful olde, 
Famous 
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Famous in armes,ſturdy.freſhe,andbolde, 
Alb? he entred notlike an heritoure, 
Toke vpon him to reigne as gouernourt. 


Mo Chꝛiſtes fayth he was alſoenemy, 

- After ſone he loſt his gouernaunce. 

Of info:tune ({apne ſodainly: : 
God on ty:afites vnwarelytaketh vengaice, 
Ot whole burying was made no remebzatice 
Foz he was nat received of the ground 

But caſte in Tibze like a rotten hounde. 


The.x.Chapiter. 
Dow? Lucinius enemy to Chzi⸗ 
tes kapthe was ſlayne. 


Next tofoze Bochas came Lucynius, 
A knighte of Denmarke boꝛne of goodlyne: 
whiche had an ennemy the boke ſaith thus, 
AnhardyKnighte called Maximine. 
Choſe acaptaine  themperou2 Coflantyne, 
To the faith of Cut he bare gret enmyte, 
Slapne anone after in Trace the cpte. 


Of whoſe death Lucinius was glad, 
Gan agayne chziſten perſecucion, 

In his pꝛocedyng ſodainly wext mad. 
which commaunded of falſe pꝛeſumpcpon. 
whan he began to do execucion, 
That nochuſten nowhere him beſide, 
By no condicion ſhulde in his houſe abide, 


This Lucinius which kalſly did erre 
Againe our faith chziſten men to afſaile, 
Gaine Conſtantine of newe he gan warre: 
But of his purpoſe in ſothe he did fail, 

Fo he was twiſe diſcomfited in batayle, 
By Conſtantine ones in Fungrpe, 
N:xtin Grece beſyde Eualpe. 


Thus Coſtantyne thꝛough his hye renoune, 
Gate ny? Gcece and euerpe great countre 
Alde Lucinius ſtode in rebellion 

Gayne Conltantine,bothonland and ſea: 
But when be lawe it wolde none otherbe, 
Ye might not eſcape in no place. 

Put holy hin lelfe in Conſtantyns gract. 


But Conſtantine fo2 his hie rebellion, 
Gaue iudge ment in haſt that he be dead: 
Leaſte in the citre were made diuiſion 
By Lucinius,wherof he ſtode indzede. 
This ſame while as Bochas tokehede, 
There came beioze him Where ful pitesus. 


The eyght 


Bzethern tywayne Conftantine and Criſpus. 


The. xi. Chapter. 
Ok Conſtantpne and Criſpus:and 
howe Damalcus was ſlayne. 


To cõſtantine of whom J ſpake tofozne, 
They were ſonnes Coftantine and Criſpus: 
The ſame twayne of one mother bozne, 
Cae tofoze Bochas his boke reherceth thus, 
with them came eke Lucinius 
Sonne of Lucinius,which in Rome toun, 
Akoze was [layne foz hys rebellpon. 


Conſtantine his werres to gouerne, 

Made them vicars the ſelf tame the: 
Echone rightwiſe andcoude wel dilcerne 
What mighte auaile moſte to their citye, 
To encreſe the pꝛokit of the commonte. 
Their names tolde Cõſtantine and Criſpus, 
Tofoze remembzed, with them Lucinius. 


while theſe thꝛe vicars vnder the emperour, 
Souerned Rome as knightes moſt famous, 
In Aliſaundze roſe vp agreaterrour, 

Bpa kalſe pꝛeeſt called Irryus; 

To our beleue a thing contrarious: 

And koꝛ he did again ourfaythſo wyꝛche. 
By a decre was put out of the chyꝛche. 


By aſſent at Bithinpe, full notable 

In Nicea a famous grtat citpe, 

This errour was pꝛoued ful dampnable, 
Thꝛe. C. biſhops were pꝛeſent there parde, 
And eightene the cronicle who liſt ſe, 

And all theſe ok one lentence ilike, 
Pꝛeued Arrius a kalſe heretike. 


This ſame time bokes doth ſpecifye, 
Dowe Conſtantine ok haſtycrueltye, 

The ſayd vicars nigh of alpe, 

Fapneda caule to ſlee them allthze, 

Ho cauſe reherſed noꝛ told of equitye: 
Saue only this, in which he gan pꝛocede. 
To make his coſynDalmacius to ſuccede. 


But his fauour was not foꝛtunate (tence 
Towarde Dalmacius,noz gracious in ſen⸗ 
Among whole knightes fell a ſodeyn debate, 
Conſtantine there being in pꝛeſence, 


Dalmacius withoute reuerence, 


with ſharp ſwoꝛdes, to ſpeke in woꝛdes kewe⸗ 
Unto the death was wounded and yhewe. 


Che 


Boote of Bochas. 


(The. xif.chapter. 
¶ Ot the bꝛethern Conſtaunce # Conſtan⸗ 
cius and how Magnencius and De 
cius murdꝛed them ſelke. 


Dan came Conſtaunce # Conftancius 

J yongbrethzen,thus wziteth min autour. 
ToConſtantine intime of Arrius, 

And eche ok them byful great labour, 

Did his payne to repgne as emperoure: 

Cyl at the laſt bzenely fo: toſay, 

Eueryche ofthem gan other to werrey, 


This ſaid Conſtaunce is entred Perce land 
Nyne times he fought agayne Sapoze, 
The ſame king as ye ſhal vnderftand 

That with romaynes had foughten afoze 
But finally Conſtaunce hath him ſo boꝛe 
To holde the kelde he might not endure, 
Fo2 vppon him kyll the dil comkiture. 


His foztune gan chaunge anonryght 
Whan that he left to be vertuous, 

He was in Spain flain like a knighte, 

Ina caſtel ſtrong called Maxencius, 
Than was none lekt but Conſtancius, 

The romaine knights deſtitute euerichone 
Chaſe them an emperoure one Uattamone, 


This Uetramone was ferte ronne in age, 
Barraine of wit and coud no lettute. 
Hoꝛ in knighthode had no great cozage, 
No2 was not able to ſtudy in ſcripture: 
Nozlike anemperour no while to endute, 
Fo2 which Cöſtãcius of whom Jlſpzke now 
With this Uetramont caſt hi to debate(late 


Chis metramone hath lekt his eſtate, 

Liſt not werrey againe Conſtantius, 
Foꝛſoke the felde loued no debate, 

But ot Spatne, min auctour wziteth thus, 
As J wote late, howthat Magnencius. 
Sapne Ciſticius w ſwoꝛw ſpere and ſhielde 
Pꝛeſumed pꝛoudl foz to holde afield, 


Cogreat domage and hindzing of the toun. 
Fo2manyromayne thilke day was dede, 
Seſyde a cite which called was Leon. 

Cyl at the laſt of very coward dꝛede, 
Magnentius which captain was and head, 
Agapne Constantius hath the felde fozſake, 

Lohowe foztune can her chaunges make, 


Magnentius fo; very ſoꝛow and ſhame, 


Fol. bil. 


Bode no lenger but gate him a ſharp kn yfe; 
Sole bi him ſelfe wherein he was to blame, 
Roue th2ugh his herte and ſo loſt his like: 
is bꝛothet᷑ Decius pattable of the ſtrife 
About bis necke caſt a mighty coꝛde. 

And hynge himſelf bokes ſo tecoꝛd. 


Conſtancius chaſe after him, Gallus 

His vntles bꝛother to gouerne Fraunce; 
Was a falſe tyꝛaunt ctuell and outragious; 
Sone afterflayne foz his miſgouernaunce, 
Another vicar fo: his diſobeyſaunce. 

Called Syluanus by iudgment was ftapne; 
Fo2 which in Fraũte manya man was fayn, 


| The.xiit.chapter. 
Howe Conſtantine baptiſed by Sil? 
ueſter was recured of his lep2e; 


F this mater ſtynt J will a while 
And kolowing min own ſtraũg opinion, 
Fto Conſtanxcius turn away mp ſiple, 
And to his father make a digreſſion, 
Cauſe Bochas maketh ſhozt mencton, 
Df Coſtantine which by recozd of clerkeg, 
Was ſo notable foundin alhis werkes. 


This mightyptince was bozne in Bietayne, 
So as the Bute plainlydoth vs lere: 

His holy mother was calledYelayn, 

He in his dayes moſt knightly and entere; 
Df mercial actes he knewal the manere; 
Choſen emperour fo: his hye nobles, 

Fyl in to lepꝛe cronicles doth expꝛeſſe. 


Dis ſoꝛe ſo gteuous that no medicine 
Might auayle his ſickneſſe to recure, 

He was coũſayled to make a great pyſcyne 
With innocent blud of childꝛen ß wer pure, 
Make him cle ane of that he did endure: 
Th:ugh Itayle childꝛen andn were ſought, 
And to the palats by their mothers bzoughte; 


It was great routhe to beholde and ſe, 

Ok tender mothers to here the ſobbing, 

By furious conſttaint ot their aduetſitti, 
Their clothes to rent bedewed with weping? 
The ſtraunge noiſe of their hidous cryinge, 
Aſſended vp in their piteous clamour, 
Came to the cares of the emperous, 


Ot which ndiſe themperour was agtyred 
Whan he knewe grounde and occaſion 
Of this matet, atoꝛe tolde and deupſed, 


Chis noble pzunce gan haue tempallien: 


Bb. i And 


Ind koꝛ to ſtynt the lamentacion 
Ok all the women there beyng in preſence 
Ok mercifull pity hath graũted his lente ce. 


This glotfous, this gracious emperour, 
Is clombe of mercy lo hye vpon the ſtay2e, 
Spared nouther vitayle no his treaſour, 
Noꝛ his langour that did him fo appay2e, 
with full glad chere made them to repapꝛe. 
where they came ſo2y to Rome the cyte. 
They haue retourned glad to their countrie 


Ropall compaſſion did in his herte mine, 
Chaſe to be ſicke rather then bloud to ſhede: 
His bꝛeſt enlumined by grace that is devine, 
Which fro the heauen did vponhim \p2ede, 
De wold not ſuffre innocentes toblede. 
P2eſeruing pity and mercy moze than right, 
He was viſited vpon the next night, 


Peter and Paule to him did appere, _ 
Sent from the Loꝛd as heuenly meflagers , 
Bad Conſtantine be of good chere, 

Fo he that ſitteth aboue the nine (peres, 
The Lozd of Loꝛds. the loꝛd of lengeft yeres 
Myll that thou haue it wel in mtnde, 

In mount Sarapty p ſhalt thy leche fynde, 


is grace lift the to vilite. | 
— bloud , becauſe that thou doſt ſpare, 
He hath vs ſent thy labour foꝛ to quite, 
Tidinges bꝛought ofhelth and thy welfare, 
Pope Silueſter to the ſhal declare, 
As we haue told, be ryghtwel aſſured, 
Df thylicknes how thou ſhalt be recured. 


Mo mount Sarspty in al haſt that thouſed, 
Suffre Silueftre to come to thy pꝛeſence: 
Sought and found b2euely to make an end, 
Receiued after due reuerence, 

Did his deuoyꝛe of entyꝛe diligente, 

Like as the life of Silueſter hathe deuyſed, 
By grace made hole whan he was baptyled, 


His fleſh his ſynewes made ſodenly white, 
By thziſe waſhynge in that py ftyne, 

Okt holy baptym, welle of molt delyte, 
where the holy goſt did him enlumine; 
Enfourming afterby teching of doctryne 
Ok Silueſtre like as myne auctourſaithe, 
Of all artycles that longe vnto our faythe, 


The font was made of Pozphyzte ſtone, 
which was alter by coſt of Conſtantine _ 


Theeyght Sooke 


with a round bye t hat did aboute gone, 

Ok golde and perre # ſtones that were fyne; 
Mydof the font right vp as alyne, 

Upon a piller of golde a lampe bught, 

Full of fyne bawme that bꝛent all the nighte, 


A lambe ok golde he did alſo pꝛouide, 

Set vpon this konte vpon a ſmal pyllere: 
which like a condyte vpon eueryſtde, 

Shad out water as any criſtal clere: 

On whole right ſide an ymage moſte enters 
was richly foꝛged of our ſauyour, | 
All ot pure gold that coſt great treaſour, 


And on this lambe on the other ſide 

An ymage ſetlonge toendure, 

Ok Baptift John with letters fo2 to abide, 
Graue curiouſly and this was the ſcriptures 
Ecce agnus dei that did foz man endure 


On good krida poffred vp his blode, 


To laue mankpnde died vpon the rode, 


He let alſo make a great cenſere 

All of golde, fret with perles fine: 

which by night as Phebus in his ſpere. 
Thꝛugh al p̊ church moſt freſhly did ſhine; 
There fourty ſtones Jacinctine. 

Appollos tẽple, min aucto2 wꝛiteth the ſame; 
was hallowed newe in ſaynt Peters name. 


The romapn tẽples that wer builded ok olde⸗ 
He hath fozdone withal their maumetery: 
Ther kalle goddes ok ſyluer and ok gold, 
Ne hath to bꝛoke in eche partye. 

This goodly pꝛince ok goſtly policy, 

Set newe ſtatutes ok great vertue, 

To be oblerued in the name of Chziſt Jeſu; 


The firſt lawe as Jteherſe can 

In oꝛdꝛe ſet with ful great reuerence, 
That Chuſt Jeſu was ſothfaſt god and ma 
Loꝛd of Lowes, loꝛd of moſt excellence, 
which hath this dape of his beniuolence, 
Cured my le pꝛe as pe haue herde deuiſed, - 
Bybleſſed Silueſtre whan J was baptyſed; 


This gracious Loꝛd myſouerain lozd Jeſu, 
From hence foꝛthe foz ſhoꝛte concluſion, 
J wyl that he as Loꝛd moſt of vertue, 


Ok taythkull herte and hole affection, 


Be wozlhipped in e uery region: 
Ho man lo hardy my byddyng to diſdayne; 
Le aſt he ſuffre death oz els greuous pame. 


Folowing the day called the ſecound, 
| This 
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This Conſtantine hath oꝛdapned a decre, 
{That who that euer in towne were founde 
Oz els where aboute in the countre, 
What euer he were of hye oꝛ lowe degre, 
That blaſphemed the name of Jeſu, 

By dome ſhuldhaue of dethe a plain (ſue. 


The thyꝛd day in euery mannes ſight 

BY a decre,confp2med and made ſtronge 
Co euerychziſten. who that did vnright, 
By oppreſſion to collaterall wꝛonge, 

It ſhuld not be tarped ouer longe: 

Who were conuicte 02 gilty ſhal not chele, 
By lawe oꝛdaine d halke his good to leſe. 


The kourthe day amonge romapns al, 
This pꝛiueledge pꝛonounced in the toun: 
eue to the pope ſytting in eters tall, 
8 ſouerayne head in cuerp region 
Co haue the rule and iuriſdiccion. 
Ok pꝛeeſtes all alone in al thyng. 
Ok tempoꝛal Loꝛdes lite as hath the kynge. 


To the church he graunted great kraunchyſe 
The kykth dap and ſpecially lyberte: 

Ik a kelon in any maner wiſe, 

To kinde ſocoure thider did ſle. | 
within the bounds of daungertogofre, 

Co be aſſured and haue therof full refuge 
From execucion ot any tempoꝛall iudge. 


No man pꝛeſume within no eytye, 
The ſixt day. he gaue this ſentence. 

No man ſo hardy of hy? 02 lowe degre 
Eo buylde no church but he haue licence 
Of the Biſhop beyng tn pꝛeſence: 

This to ſay that he in his eſtate, 

By the pope afoze be appꝛobate. 


Che ſeuenth daythis law he did ede make 
Of all poſſeſſions which be royall. 

Che tenth parte pe rely ſhall be take, 

By iudges handes in party and in all, 
Which tre aſour they deliuet (hall 

As the ſtatute doth plainlyſpecify, 

Hole andentere churches to cdiky, 


The eight day mekelyhe did him quite 


with great reuerence and humble affection, 

Whan he did ok al his clothes white, 

And came him ſelfe on pilgrtmage doune: 

Cokoꝛe ſaint Petcrof great deuotion, 

Notwithſtanding his toial excellence, 
Made his conkelion in open audienet. 

.. 


His crowne toke and knelyng thus he layde. 
With weping eyen and voyce lame ntable, 
Ind koꝛ ſobbyng as he might abꝛayde. 

O bleſſed Jeſu. O Loꝛd moſt merciable, 
Let my teares to the be acccptable, 

laecetue mypayer imp requeſt not refnſe, 

As man moſtſynfull I may me not excuſe, 


F occupied the ſtate of the emperour, 

Ok thy martyꝛs F ſhed the holybloud, 
Spared no ſayntes in mpcruel erroure, 
Them topurſue moſte furious and wode: 
Nowbleſſed Jeſu moſte gracious and good, 
Peyſedandconſydzed myn immortal offfce, 
Jam not wozthy to come in thyp2eſence, 


Nozfo2 to entre in to this boly place, 
Upon this ground vnable fo: todwell, 
Co open mine eyen oꝛ to lyft vp myface; 
But of thy mercyſo thou me not repell 

As man moſt ſinful J come vnto the well: 
Thy well ofgrace,of mercy andpite, 
Foztobe waſhen of mine iniquity, 


This example openlyhe hath chewed, 

His ſtate impertall of mekenes laid aſide? 
His purpyl garment with teares al be dewed, 
Swerdozſepterne hozſe vpon to ride, 
There was none noꝛ baners ſplayde wyde; 
Ok marcial triumphes was no token found, 
But crying mercy. the mperoꝛ lap on ground. 


The peoples gladnes was medled w wepig; 
And their weping was medledwith gladnes: 
To ſe an empetour and lo noble akyng, 

Ok his kre chopſe to ſhew ſogreat mekenes; 
Thus entremedled was ioy andheuines, 
Deupnes kerre paſſed old vengaunce, 

With new reioiling ok ghoſtly repentaunce. 


This io was lake a feaſt funeral, 

In folke of cuſtome that do their bufy cure, 
To bzingacozſe vhich of cuſtome ſhal 
Haue al the rightes ot his ſepulture: 

And in this time of lodayne auenture 

Co like againe teſtoꝛed be bis bones; | 
Cauſing his frendes to laugh e wepe atones 


Semblablydependyng atwene twayne, 
The people wept,and ther with cecoiſing, 
To ſe the emperout ſo pitsuſpcomplapne, 
Foꝛ his treſpace mercp requiring: 

Ok ioy and ſoꝛow a gtacious —— 
That day was ſene gladnes meynt w mone. 
B.it, wyth 
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with wepyng laughter, all in one perſone, 


After all this he digged vp him ſelue, 
Stones twelue where he was knelyng: 
And put them in coffins twelue, 

On the. xti.Apoſtles deuoutlyremembꝛynge. 
Compaſſed a ground large fozbuildinge, 
Beſyde his palays caſt theton to wy2cye, 
In Chziſtes name to let vp there a chirch. 


The place of olde called Lateranence, 
Buplded andedifyed in the apoſtels name: 
Conſtantinus bare al the diſpence, 
Ozpained alaw,mine autour ſaith the ſame 
It any pooze.naked,blynde ozlame, 
Receiue wold the faith of Chꝛiſt Jeſu, 

He ſhuld bi ſtatute be take to this (ſue 


In his pꝛomyſe if he were found true, 

were not fapned no2 no faptoure, 

De ſhuld firſt be ſpoyled and clad new. 
Bythe coſtage of the emperour: 

Twenty lhillings recepue to his [ocour, 
Of which receyte nothyng was withdzawe, 
By ſtatute kept, and holde as fo2 a lawe. 


It were to longe to put in memoꝛy 

His hye pꝛoweſſe and his notable dedes: 
And to reherce euerp great victozp. 

which that he had with hoſtes that he ledes. 
And to remembze al his gractous ſpedes, 
The ſurpluſage who lyſt compzehend, 

Let them of Sylueſtre rede the legend. 


Amonge other touching his viſion, 

which he had in crontcles men may lere. 
whan he llept in his ropall dongeon, 

How Chaift to him graciouſtp did appere, 
Shewed him a croſſe . ſayd as pe ſhal here: 
Be not aferde vpon thy fone to fall, _ 
Foz in this ſigne, thou ſhalt ouercome the al. 


By which viſiõ he was made ful light, 
@Th2ugh gods grace and heuenly inſt uence: 
Firſt in his banerþ ſhone ſo clere  bzyghte, 
The crolle was bet? chefe tot of his delẽce 
Slew the tyꝛaũt thatcalled was Maxence. 
After whoſe death thzugh his hye renoun, 
Ok all thempyꝛe he toke poſſeſſion. 


In whiche e ſtate he mayntaynedthe ryghte, 
Upon alpooze hauyng compaſſion: 

During his time hold the beſt knyght, 

Chat any where was in any region. 
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Of Chailtes faythe the imperyal champion 
Chꝛough his noble knightly magnificence, 
To all chziſten,p:otecto2 and diffence. 


Akter his name which neuer (hal appal 
Chaunged in Grece the name ok Bil ante, 
Conſtantinople he did it after call: 

And on a ſtede of bꝛaſſe(as men mayſe) 
Manacyng the turkes ok the countre, 

He ſytteth armed a great ſweard in his hid; 
Them tochaſtiſe that robel in that land. 


Refoyſe pe folkes that bozne be in Bꝛetayne⸗ 
Called otherwiſe Bꝛutus Albion, 

That had a pꝛince ſo notable a ſouerayne, 
B2olght fozth and foſtred in your region: 
That whylom had the dompnacion, 

As chefe monarche,p:tnce andpzeſident;, 
Ouer all the wozld krom Eſt to occident. 


Tyme of his dethe that moneth ofthe yere; 
Phebus not ſene,withdzewhys feruft hete: 
Mas eclipſed,and might not appere. 

And longe befoꝛe ſhewed a great Comete, 
Al wa encreaſyng dꝛewe towarde the cete, 
Ok Hychomede, ſhone early and eke late, 
Mhere in his palapes he paſſed ints kate. 


Che. xiiii. Chapter. 
C Howe Julpan Xpoſtata enemy to Chi. 
ſtes kayth by falſe illuſions was cho- 
len emperour, and after flaine. 


Ffter the dethe ofthis marciall man, 

J meane this woꝛthy noble Conftitine; 

Commeth the Jpoſtata curſed Julian, 
which by diſcent to Conſtantyne was col n: 
Vys gynnyng curſed had a curſed fyue, 
Entred relygion as bokes (ſpecify, 
Undze a colour of falſe ypocriſy 


It hath benſayd of antiquitie, 

where there is a diſlimuled holtnefe, 
It is called double iniquitie, 

Fye on all ſuch kapnedperkiteneſſfe, 
Foz ſimulacion couered with doublenes, 
And kalſe ſemblaunt with a ſour face, 
Ok all ſectes furtheſt ſtant out ofgrace. 


Acertayne ſpace as made is mencion* 
To al perfection he did him ſelf apply: 
Tyll he wext wery ok his pꝛokeſſion, 
Fozſoke his oꝛdꝛe by apoſtaſye, 5 
And firft he gaue him to nygromancy, 
Double 
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Double apoſtata as mine autour ſapth, 
Firſt to his oꝛdze, and afterto our kaithe. 


By 92dinaunce of Conſtancius, 
This ſayd Julyan rote of ypocriſye, 
Ok goucrnaunce froward and vicious. 
was ſent to Saule with great cheualrye, 
As vicar choſen the countrefoz to gye: 
Gate him fauour,andfalſly gan conſpire, 
To haue poſſeſſion of the hole emppʒe. 


And koꝛ he was not likely to attapne 
Co that eſtate he did his heart apply 
Another meane plainlye to o2zdapne, 
wicked ſpyzites to make of his glye: 
Became apzentistolearne ſozcerie, 
Co haue experience by inuocacions, 
To cal ſpyꝛites with his coniuracions. 


Byfalſeilluſyons in the peoples ſyghe. 
wicked ſpyzites had ſo great fauour, 

A crown of laurer vpon his heed a light: 
Made folke to deme by full falſe errour. 
It came by mpzacle to choſe him emperoure, 
whiche in trouthe as in exiſtence, 
was but iutruſion and fayned apparence, 


with them he had his conuerſacion, 
Spared not to do them ſacrifice, | 

with cyꝛemonpes and falſe oblacion. 
And to be emperour he roſe in this wyſe, 
(The ſtate receiued kirſte he gan deuiſe 
Agapne grekes out oł his countre ferre, 
Co mant him ſtrong, w them to haue werte. 


Che kiende a whyle was to him fauourable, 
Gaue him enttpe and poſſefſion, 

And made him pꝛomiſe koꝛ to abide ſtable. 
In his Lo2dſhip and domination: 

To haue this woꝛld vnder ſubiection,. 

Of which beheſt he ſtode in perilous caas, 
Folowyng the opinion of Pictagoꝛas. 


Pyctagoꝛas had this opinion, 

whan men dyedanone after than, 

There was made a tranſſ acion 

Ot his ſpyꝛite into another man: 
Amaner likenes the Byble tell can. 

Che double ſpyꝛite of grace and pꝛaphecp, 
Co hHeliſius graunted by Help. 


Hereon concluding like his opinion, 
As pPyctagozas aft pʒmed in ſente nce, 


De that had ul poſſeſſion 
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Ok ſuch a ſpꝛite in berperiſtence; 

Dhuld haue the ſams wil dom and ſcience; 
The diſpoſicion after him as blyue, 
Which had the ſpirite that was here altue. 


Ok gouernaunte, and alſo of nature, 
Reſemble bim ok maners and liuing: 

And thus by kraude Pluto did his cure, 

To make Julpan truſt in euery thynge. 

He had by byꝛthe the ſpyꝛite of the kyng. 
Called Ilyſandze,by whych he ſhuld wyn 
This woꝛld by conqueſt, when he lyſt begyn; 


Thus gan he fone and kall in fantaſy, 
Totruſt on Pluto and go ddes infernal, 
They ſhuld enhaunce him byhis che ualrp, 
Fo to poſſede and reioice al 
Swo2de,ſeipter.crowne.and ſtate imperial: 
Paſſe Jlyſandze in honour and inglozy, 
And him excel in triumphal victozie. 


He truſted Sathan bi whõ he was difceiued 
To Chꝛiſtes faith became moztall enemy; 
Where that euer he hathe perce pued 

Croſſe o2 crucitixe he bzake them vengably. 
By kalſe langage he cauſed traitourly 
Chʒiſt Jeſu be called Galilee, 

And ok diſpyte ſomtime of Qazaree. 


Igayne our faithe this tyꝛant wertſo wode: 
Igaitie Ch:iſt had ſo great hatred, 

Slew many a marty} ⁊ faſly ſhed theirblud, 
An pdolater, and regenate in dede: 

Held moztall war with th? of Be rce # ede, 
Compyng to Perce firſt he gan debate 

Gayne Dapoz,of whom J lpake but late, 


Ok Parthois alſo he centred thzugh the reem 
Where he konde no maner reſiſtence, 

And as hecame by Jeruſalem, 

The Jewes anone he gaue licence 

To buylde the temple with great diligente, 
In diſpyte of purpoſe to do ſhame 

To Chuſtes church bilt a new in his name; 


In this while he caught a great coꝛage 
Ina Theatre made bꝛode in the toun, 
To wylde beaſtes cruell and ſauage 
Ofſayntes bloud to make oblacion, 
They todeuoure men of religion: 

And al chziſten ofpurpoſe todiftrop 

His luſt was ſet,and al his wozldly iope. 


By an heraude that did his hoſt conuey, 
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Of verppurpoſe tobzing them ina trayne, 
By ſtrãge deſerts found out a froward way, 
The he ate tmpoztable dyd him ſo conftrayne 
Bꝛent thzugh the harneyſe,feltſogreat pain, 
The dꝛye landes, the ayꝛe infect with hete, 
Made manya man in haſt their lyke to lete. 


This froward tyꝛant knowingno remedy, 
Ot curſed heart gan Chaiſt Jeſu blaſpheme, 
And of malycious hatred and enuy, 

Wode and kurious as it didſeme, 

Gan curſe the loꝛd that al d would ſhal deme, 
Chit Jeſu, which of longe pacience _ 

Lift not by vengaunce his malice recopence. 


And moze cruell was there neuer none, 
No2moze vengable not Cerberus in hel, 
Moztalenemy to good men euerychone, 
Whoſe blaſphemies and rebukes fell 
Byreherſayle if I ſhulde them tel, 

Jam akrayd the venomous violence, 
Shuld enkect the apꝛe wyth the peſtylence. 
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Ok his blaſphempthis was the ſoden wzake 
tthiche the tyꝛant recepued fo2 his mede, 
The laſt woꝛde, J fynde that he ſpake, 
Was:thou Salplee haſt ouercome in dede, 
Toke the bloude that he did blede 

This deuyliyſhe man dying in diſpayze, 
Dilſppte of Jeſu caſt it in the ay2e. 


His body fl ayne andhis ſkyn was take, 
Tawed after the pꝛecept and bidding, 
Souple and tende as they coude it make, 
Sapoꝛ badde ſs that was ot Perce king, 
That mentherof might haue knowlegyng: 
Earlyon the mozowe and at eue late, 

He did it nayle vpon his palays gate, 


And to a cyte that called was Kayze, 

As croaycles make reherſayle, 

This Apoſtata wolde ofte a day repay2e; 
To a woman which had in her entrayle 

SD pyaites cloſed, to make his diuinayle, 
Jn whoſe wombe barain and out of grace. 


Ok wicked ſpirites was the dwellyng place, 


He caſt out dartes moze bytter then is gall, 
Ok blaſphemy ,and infernal langage, 
And in this whyle among his pꝛinces all, 
A knight vnknowe angelyke of vyſage, 
Freſhly armedtopunyſhe his outrage, 
With a ſharp ſpere thꝛugh eue ry vayne, 
Ok thys ty2ant roue the hart on twapne. 


Bathed in his bloud this tyꝛant fylllowe, 
To God and man krowarde and odious, 
Thoughe ß time the knight was not know, 
Pet ſome menſayne it was Marcurius, 
Which by the pzaier of Balilius 

This tirant ſiewe as cronicles doth vs lere, 
Bya myzacle of Chuſtes mother dere. 


This Mercurius as bokes determyne, 

In Ceſaria a mighty ſtronge citie 

Mithin the countre called Paleſtine, 

£ uryed afo2e.roſe vp at this iournee 

Out of his graue.a ſtrange thinge toſe, 

An hoꝛſe bꝛought to hi araped in his armure, 
Whiche hyng tofoze beſide his lepulture. 


The ſame armure was not ſene that nyght, 
Noꝛ on the moꝛowe at his graue founde, 
Tyl middaythat Phebus ſhone ful bzyghte 
whan Mercurius gaue him his fatal wound 
Dis blaſphemyfo2 euer to confound: pzeue, 
whiche thinge accomplyſhed thys myꝛacle to 


{his ſayd woman was a creature 

{The which afoze by curſed Julyan, 

Byhis lyfe his purpoſe to re cure, 

In ſacritice was oft red to Sathan: 

And lo as he with curſednes began, 

Such was his ende as al bokeg tell, 

whole ſoul with Pluto is burped depe in hel. 


With this tyzant Bochas gan wert wꝛoth 

Foꝛhis moſt odious fell outrage, 

And to reherce in partie he was lothe 

The blaſphenues ok hys fell langage: 

$02 nouther furye,no2 inkernal rage 

May be compared with poiſon fret within, 

To the kalle venyme of this hoꝛrible ſynne, 


It is contrary to all good thewes 

And tofoze Sod moſte abhominable, 
Yeatefull to all ſaue to curſed ſhꝛewes, 

Fo: of all vyces veryimcomparable 

Moſte contagious, and moſt delectable, 
The mouth enkect of ſuch infernal hounds; 
Which cuery day ſle Chziſt with new wollds. 
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Rend him ok new as they wolde haut him, 


In this woꝛld here they lyſt no lengar ta. 


(deed. Dyuers and double of truſt no certàyne, 


This bleſſed Loꝛd which is immoꝛtall 
Chough they be dedly they would him ſlee a⸗ 
They be erthly, he is celeſtial, (gepn, 
Fn froward wiſetheyben ouerſeyne: 
Diſcrecion fapleth, their reaſon is in vayne: 
Allſuche blaſphemy,fo2 ſhozte concluſyon, 
P2ocedeth ofpzide and falſe ambycion. 


It ſemeth to me they haue foul fayled 

Ok kyndnes to do him reuerence (led, 
which fo2 their loue vpon the crofſe was nay: 
To pay the raunſome fo: mans offence, 
Suffred death with humble pacyence, | 
Falſe rebukyng, ſpyttyng in hys vylage. 
Co bꝛing mankynde vnto his heritage. 


Falſe ſurquedy that doth the heartes reyſe 
Ok ſuch blaſphemers, as was this Julian, 
whoſe great empy2e might not counterpeiſe 
Again the Loꝛd which is both God and man: 
The oziginal ground of pzide was Sathan, 
Pince vnder him moſt infoztunate, 

was this Apoſtata, reignyng in hiseftate, 


What was thende of this tyꝛant hoꝛrible: 
This cruell felon hatefull to euery wyght? 
Byſodayne mpꝛacle to al his hoſte vilible, 
There dyd appere a very heuenly knyght, 
Moſt freſhly armed,angelyke of ſighte, 

With a ſharpe ſpeere ſitting on his ſteve, 

Made the tyꝛant his hert bloude toblede, 


His kalſe goddes might him not auaile, 
His frowarde off rynge done tomaumetry, 
No? al his v2oude imperyall apparayle, 

is inuocacions,no! hateful ſozcerye: 

02 this apoſtata that dyd his faythe denye, 
Amonge his knightes ſlayn by death ſodain, 
His loule in hell with ſathan in great payne. 


The xv. chapter 
owe themperoure Valence ſlewe Here- 
mites ſhed chziſten blud diſtroyed chur⸗ 
ches, aud after was bzent. 


Ochas in haſt doth hys ſtyle dꝛeſſfſe 
ext, to thempe rout pᷣcalled was Walece, 
Reher yng firſt the periyte holyneſle 
Of Beremytes,that did their dilygence 

To lyue in penaunce andin abſtynence, 
Fozſoke the wozlde:andfo2 Chꝛiſtes lake, 
In to deſert theyhaue the way tabe, 


Ferre in Egypte to liue ſolitary, 

Depe in deſertes,of folke not to be ſapne 
The ſoyle was d2ye,of vitayle ful barayn 
Che frutelefſe trees vp ſeared by the rot 
Foꝛ Chziſtes loue they thoght þ like moll 


This ſayd Ualence ot malice krowardly. 

To this Heremites 5ᷣ liued in gret penaun⸗ 
Cauſeleſſe with full great enuy 

Troubled them, and did thẽ great greuaũc 
Lyke a tyꝛaunte ſet al in vengaunce: 
Diſtroyd churches with people that he ladde 
And where he went chziſten bloud he ſhadde. 


This me an while by robbyng andraupne, 
In Mauritayne which is a great countre, 
There was a pꝛinte that called was Farpne, 
And in Ceſaria a kamous great cyte, 

Fothis ex oꝛcion and his cruelte, 

He toke vpon him pꝛoudly there reignynge; 
Maugre romapns to be crowned kinge. 


Theodoſe the kyꝛſt a manly man 

Was ſent out his malice to with{tand; 
By the bidding of Ualencian, | 
Muhich that time thempy2e had in hand; 
Bothe atones: but pe ſhal vnderſtande 
Theodoſe was ſent out to aſſayle 5 
The layd Farine,and le we him in batayle; 


Ok whiche Faryne by kull cruel hate 

In that countrepzeſumptuouſty reignynge, 
Smote ok his heed, and late it on the gate 
Df Cel aria this was the endyng: 

Which by intruſid afoꝛe was crowned king, 
In Pauritayne oppꝛeſſing them bpdꝛede, 
As ye haut herde koꝛ which he loſt his heave. 


In this mater Bochas doth not ſoiourne, 
By no attendaunce noꝛ long diligence, 
But of purpoſe dothe agayn retourne 

To themperour,.that called was Ualence: 
Which as J told did ſo great offence 


The holy church, of kroward curſednes, 


Slewal Yermites that bode in wilderncs 


Sod wolde not ſuffre he ſhuld long endur-., 

Graunteth no tyzaunt here longlyfe: 

Fo: byſome milſchefe,o:ſodaine auenture, 

@Theydye by murdꝛe, with dagger, werde. o2 

The Gotheyes whilom gan a ſtryfe, Knife 

Foz his outrage and great oppzeſſyon, 
Bb.ttit, the 


They agayne romains fyll in rebellion, 


A pꝛince of his called Maximus 
Diſtteſſed them byſogreat ty2zanny, 
And was vpon them ſo contrarious 
That they gadꝛed all the cheualty, 

And wext ſo ſtrong vpon their partie. 
That bytheir manhode it fel ok auenture, 


They on Ualence made adiſconfiture. 


5 Spared not by robbynge and pillage, 


Slough and bꝛent many a ſtatelyplace, 


Cyties, townes, and many aſmall village, 


That were famous within the lad of Trace: 


But kuriouſty thei met him in the face, 


Where like a coward he turned his vilage, 


Co laue his like, lap hyd in Cartage. 


Thus finally this emperout Ualence 


As ye haue heard fayled of his entent, 


Che Gothes folowed by cruel violence, 
As wylde beaſtes al ok one aſſent, 
The houle and him to aſhes they haue bzent: 


Lo here the kyne, ye punces take hede, 


x 


Ok tyꝛantes, that ſaintes bloud do ſhed. 


Che. x vi. Chapter. 
C Of kynge Amaciſius and howe Gracian 
and Theodoſydiſtroiedtemples of fals 
gods # how Gracia was put to fight 


tet Valence toGod contratyous, _ 
An al his woꝛkes moſt froward of liuẽ g⸗ 
Tokoꝛe Bochas came Amaciſius, 
which of Gothes was whilom Lozd + kyng. 
Ok his great age piteouſiycomplaining, 
Jnftate and dole lyſt make no delayes, 
Slev him ſelk to ſhozthis greuous dapes. 


Then came downe the bꝛother ok Ualence, 
The mighty emperour called Gracian, 
Whiche afo2e had had experyence 

Firſt with his vncle Yalentinyan 

In the Empy2e.as bokes tellcan: 
Andafterward Theodoſy andhe, 
Hadgouernaunce of Rome the cyte. 


MTheodoſy and Gracien of aſſent 
Diſtroyed temples as in that partie: 

Of falſe goddes alſo they haue downe tente 
The great pdols and allſuch maumetrye, 
And kull deuoutliy gan churches edikpe. 
Andin this whyle as foztune dyd oꝛdayne, 
One Maximus was vicar in Bzetapne. 


Theeyght Bodke 


An hardy knight. albe that he did bary 

From his pꝛomiſe made by ſacrament, 

In Bzetapne lift no lengar tary, 

But into Gaule of hert and hole entent 
Gayne Gracian he ſodenly is went 

And as it kyll ſet by their bothe auyſe, 

They had a bataple not far fro Pariſe. 


This Gracien was there put to ſtight 

By the pꝛowes ok a pꝛoud captapne, 
Called Werobandus an hardy knight, 
Which with his power hath ſo ouerlayne, 
That Gracian was conſtrained in certaint 
Whan his power myght not auaple: 
Sapne Maximus to fl pe out of Itaple. 


This Maximus ok pꝛide gan deſire 

In his hert byfalſe ambycion, 

To reigne alone, and ot the hole Empyꝛt 
In his handes to haue poſſeſſion: 

But in what wyſe foꝛtune thꝛew him douns 
With ſuch other as be in nombze f(ue, 

In this chapter, Bochas doth diſcriue. 


Againſt this ſame tyꝛant Maximus 
When that he had lain Gracian, 
The noble Emperour Theodoſius 
To venge his death a warre in haſt he gan: 
— = 0 _ — 

8 wꝛongly bantſhed th:ugh the cruelte 
Ok Gracian,farre from — 


with Maximus to holde vp his partie 

was Ind2agaciana ful notable knight, 
which was made pꝛinte of his chiualrye, 
That toke vpon him of very fozce and might 
To kepe p mountains that no maner wight 
with Theodoſe armed in plate and maple, 
No man ſhuld ouer the Alpes of Itayle. 


Theodoſe made a great armye, 

Bygrace of God, and marcial cozage, 
Lade a ſiege to Aygle a great cyte, 

And wan the towne maugre his vil age: 
Toke the tyꝛant and foꝛ his great outrage 
Be ratte him fy: bis ropall garnement, 
And ſlewe him akter by ꝛightkull iudgement. 


whan Adꝛagracian kn2we that Maximus 
That was his Loꝛd was ſlayne in ſuch wiſe, 
Anone fo2 ſozowe the ſtozie telleth thus, 

He dzꝛowned him ſelf, as Bochas doth deuiſe 
Thus can koꝛtune make men aryſe: 

And to the eſtate ol Emperours attaine, 


of Bothas. 


with vnware ſtroke gyue him a kal agayne. 


This Maximus of whom T lpake tofoze, 
Bekoze his dethe made an oꝛdinaunce 
Thathisſonne which called was Uictoze, 
Shuld after him gouer n Gaule # Fraunce: 
whome Arbogaſtes hadingouernaunce, 

2 — conſtable with Ualentinian, 
Slewe this Uictoze to reigne whan he bega. 


| The.xvii.Chapter. 
CAgoodlyepzoceſſe howe Theodoſye wyth 
pꝛapet and {mal nombze, gate the victozy, 


Uhan Ualentinian with great apparapl, 
By Arbogaſtes toke poſſeſſpon 

Of Lombard, and ok al Jtayle, 
Bꝛought al that land to ſubiection. 

Than with his power he came to Gaul doun: 
There recepued with great ſolempnyte, 

At Mienne. a kamous old eyte. 


Arbogaſtes of whom J ſpake but late, 

His chefe conſtable as ye haue heard deuyſe, 
Ok his Loꝛd by full cruel hate 

Che dethe conſpired,of falſe couetiſe: 
Therbyſuppoſyng that he ſhuld aryſe 

Unto theſtate to be choſe Emperour, 
whanhe were deed, lyke a kalle traptour. 


* ' 

Up ina towꝛe heheng him traytourly, 

To moꝛe ſclandꝛing #hindzing of his name, 
Repozted outward, and ſaid curſedly 

This Arbogaſtes to hide his own ſhame 

is ſouerapne Loꝛd to put in moe blame, 
tifely affirming a thing that was falſe, 
Dowe he hym ſelke hyng vpby the halle. 


Thuslyke a murd2er and a falſe traytour, 
And of condicions hateful andodious, 
Laboꝛed ſoꝛe to be made Emperour: 

Chat he alone with Eugenius, 
Might exclude Cheodol ius. 
Firſſto let him he ſhuld in no partye 
Walle thzugh Jtayle,noz thzugh Lombardy. 


HSetteſpyestobzing him in atrayne, 
which that time as they vnderſtode, 

Like a (uſt pzince did his bul ye paine 

As he that thought nothing but gode, 
In the hylles of Lombardy abode: 

whom Arbogaſtesof furious outrage; 

. Caſt him to trouble and ſtoppe his paſſage. 


de and Eugentus be yng ot affent 


Fol. xi. 


Theodoſy moꝛtally to aſſayle; 4 
which whan he knew their mening fradulee; 
Albe that he had but ſcarce vitaile, 

On euerpe coſt he ſet with a batayle: 

And ok his knightes foꝛſ ae in manere; 

He left all thinge, and toke him to paper, 


with him was lefte but a ſmal meyne 

True and kaithkul in their affection, 

And kirſt ok al he fil down on his kne, 

And to Jeſu gan make his oziſon: 

O Loꝛde ( quòd he)thine eares enclyne doun 
And ok thy mercyful gracious goodneſſe, 
Deltuer me out ot my moꝛtal diſtreſſe. 


Conſider and ſe howe that J am thy knight, 
Whiche ofte ſith thꝛugh my kragilite, 

With fl eſhly luſtes blynded in myſight, 

A thouſ and times haue treſpaſedto the: 
But gracious Jelu of mercy and pite, 
Tomyrequeſtbeningly take hede, 

Me to ſocour in this great nede. 


My truſt is holyplainly to conclude; 

Thou ſhalt foꝛther and foztune my viage; 
With kewe folke agayne great multitude: 
To make me haue gracious paſſage, 

After the P2ouerbe of newandolde langage 
Dow that thou maiſt # canft thy power ſhew. 
Gapne multitude,victozy with a fewe. 


And as thou ſaued whilom Jſraell 

Agay ne Pharaos mighty puiſſaunce; 

And fromthe lyon delivered Daniell, 
And ſaued Suſanna in her moꝛtal greuaũce 
Saue me thts dap fro ſoꝛow and miſchaũce: 
In this miſchefe to graunt me this illue 

To eſcape from daunger by grace ot᷑ p Jeſu. 


This blefſed name by interpꝛetac ion 

Is to ſape, moſt mighty Sauiour, 

There is no dꝛede noz dubitacion, 

That Jeſus is in al wozldly labour, 

To all that truſt htm vietozious pꝛotectout: 
Nowbleſſed Jeſupauiſe of mydefence, 
Make me teſcape mine enempes bpolence. 


Let myn enemies that ſo great boſt doblow, 
Though their power be dzedful and terrible, 
Chat they may by experience knowe 
Chere is nothinge to the impoſſible, += 
Chou two and thze and be (ndiuiſible, 
Though I with me haue but a fewo men; 
Saueme this day Jeſu kro dethe, amt 2 
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r. 


Che dayganelerethe ſon gan ſhine dzyghte, 
whan Theodoſydeuoutlylay knelynge, 
And by grace adavone gan his ſyght, 

Fro cloudy wawes of long pitous weping: 
His chefe hope was in the heuenly byng 
eſuhis captapnt, in whoſe holy name, 

hat day he eſcaped fro miſchefe and ſhame 


5 


The holy croſſe was bette in his armure, 
Boꝛne as chefe ſtanderd tofoꝛe in his bataile, 

God made him ſtronge in the field to endure, 

Hardy as lyon his enemies to aſſayle: 

Jeſus his champion. his plate a cke his mail. 

Feſu alont ſet in his memozy, 

By whome that day he had the victozp. 


Chere was a knight pꝛince of the chiualry 
Of Frbogaſte and Eugenius, 

which gouerned al hole theirpartie 

Arcibio called manly and vertuous, 

whiche goodly came to Theodoſius. 

Did him reuercence and with glad cheare 
Saued him that day tro milcheke #dangere, 


whan Theodoſius on his enemies gan let, 
Lyke a knyght not tournynge his vilage. 
And bothe battailes togither when they met, 
Of Theodoly to explete the paſſage, | 
Fyllamy:acle to his auauntage: 

By ſodayn tempeſt of wynde hayle and rain, 
Troubled allths that ſiegedthe mountapne. 


Uulcanus which is cheke ſmyth ofheuen, 
Gayne Arbogaſte gan htm redy make, 

To bend his gũns w thũd er and with leupn, 
And Eolus his wyndes gan awake, 

Out of the cauernes hidous bzown & blacke, 
All of aſſent by ſturdy violence, 

With Theodoſiustoſtand at defence, 


Againe Eugenius and àrbogaſt his bzother, 
 Theirpeople andthepdeparted here * yoder 

with winde and miſt þ non of the law other, 

Vp vnware vengaunce of tẽpeſt c of thuder: 

T heicfpercsbza(t;cherr ſhields roue a ſõdꝛe, 

Sugrnias take aftcrand loft his hed, 

And Frbogaſt ſlough him lelke toz dꝛede. 


Thus dan the Low of his eternal might, 
Chaſtice tyzantes and their malice repzeſſe, 
Saued/Theodoſy hys owne choſen knyght, 


who truſteth him of parfite ſtablenes 
Sothe fre fro daunger,eſcapethfrodureſſe, 
Bobesrecozd howe Theodoſius, k 


* . DY 


TheteyghtBodkte 


Was in his time called Catholicus, 


The cace was this as Jreherce can, 

In Theſſalonyca a famous great cyte 
Being Biſhopſaint Xmbzoſe in Millan, 
Certayne Jewes fo; todo equite 

Andſytte in dome hauyng auctoaite, 
Notwithſtanding their commiſſion, 

Were llapn by commons, entryng the toun. 


The rok the Emperour was nothynge kaine,. 
But commaunded of haſty wilfulnes 

whan he knewthe iudges ſo were ſlapn. 
That his knightes ſhuld them thider dꝛeſſe: 
Entred the cyte by cruell ſturdineſſe, 

With lwerde, pollax a daggers ſhatpt vhet 
Indiff erentlp to lle al that they met. 


By whoſe biddinge the cite to encombze, 
That day was ſlaine many an innocent, 
Fyue thouland deed remembzing in nombye; 
Murdzed in hoſt without iudgement, 
Bythem that were ia to the cite ſent: 

But whan Ambꝛoſe herd of this cruell dede 
Like a iuſt pꝛelate thus he gan pꝛocede. 


Ye haue herde how this vengaunce gan 
y Theodoly,to chaſtice the cyte, 

The ſame emperourcame after to Myllan: 
Wolde haue cntred at a ſolempnite 

The cathedzall church in his moſt ropalte, 
2Byſhoppe Ambꝛole at the pozche him met, 
And ot purpoſe manly him with ſet. 


Quod the biſſhop J connlayl the wythdzaw, 
Fn to this churche thou haue none entre, 
Thou haſt offended God and eke his law, 
Be not ſo hardynoz bolde J charac the, 

To lette thy kote noꝛ entre in no degree, 
Becauſe thou art acruelhomicide, 


That maugre thy might thou ſhalt abide, 


Unto thypalaes home agapne retourne, 
This eyght monthes loke thou be not ſein, 
zZafſe not thy bonds do mekely there ſoio2n; 
Foz truſt me wel, and be rightwel certayne, 
All ſuch murdꝛets god hath them in diſdain: 
Blode fallly ſhed. haue this in remembzadice, 
Callethday and night to him to do vigafice, 


Againſt the, fozthis great offence 

Junocentes bloude ſhedagayuright,! 

Byttlt anctozie Igiue this ſentence: 

This eight monthes accompted day # nyght, 
"7", 2 


of Boch as. 


co entre the church p ſhalt not com in light: 
Reaſon ſhal hold ſo tuſt the balaunce, 
rl thou haue fully accõpliſhed thy penaũce. 


what J haue ſaid take therof good hede, 
Foꝛ this time thou getteſt no moꝛe of me. 
withdzawthyphad innocentes blode to ſhede, 
Foz anyrancour oz haſty cruelte: 

Than beholde the great humilitie 

Of the Emperour and conſpdꝛe wele 
Fozit wolde haue peerſed a hert ok ſtele. 


with heed enclyned no woꝛd heſpake again, 
Fyllin wepinge, Wd ſubbyng vnſtaunchable, 
His purple wede bedewed as with rayne, 
Returning home withchere moſt lamẽ table: 
So continued in his purpoſe ſtable, 

with al the tokens ok faithfull repentaunce, 
In lowly wyſe accompliſhed hys penaunce, 


He gaue enſample to pꝛinces euery chone 
In caſe ſemblable that wozke of wylfulnes 
Co execuſion to pꝛocede anon: 

Mentain thetr errour a froward curſednes, 
Defed their treſpas meintein their wodnes, 
Farre out of joint if it halbe declared, 
To Theodoſp toʒ to be compared. 


Fol. xii. 


Grutched neuer in wyll thought no2 wozd 
Holy on Chziſt his empyꝛe fo2 to found. 
where vertu reigneth vertu will ay rebound, 
And koꝛ this pꝛince obe ed to al vertue 


Hath now his mede aboue with Chuſt Jeſt, 


Che. xbiii. Chapter. | 

C Howe knightes andgentilmen, chaſe Ale 

rike king: andthe commons chaſe Radagas« 
ſus whyche ended in mylchefe. 


T is rememb2ed of antiquite 

In the Byble,afterNoesfloud 

Pow? by diſcentof his ſonnes thie 
Oftheirlinege plainly and they: bloyd? 
All kinreddes dylated ben abode. 
And myne authour as it is made mynde; 
Df Japhetſeuen nacions he did finde, 


The people fyꝛſte of Gaule and Galathe: 
Df MWagoth,Gothes.andfolke of Ftaple; 
Tyꝛe Cithia, with many a great countre, 
Standing in Alta, as bpreherfaple: 

But in Europe ſtant Trace it is no fayle: 
Gothes x Cithiens ok purpoſe did ozdaine, 


Amongthem lelke gouernours twayne, 


- Knyghtes and gentelmen chaſe Alericus, 


To the earthhe mckely did obey, 

Soddes knight did lowly his penaunce? 
Where there beſome that w2onglyit warret, 
Holde ther again by froward maintenance. 
Touching this mater ſet here in remeb2ace, 
As men deſerue let cuery wight take hede, 
He that ſeeth al, quiteth them their mede. 


Theodoſius liſt nothyng abzedge 

To ſhoꝛt the yard of his cozrection, | 
Fozſoke the platte, ot rigour toke the edge, 
MFekely to ſuffre his caſtygacion: 
 obowe his chine was no rebellion, 

By meke confeſſion knowing his treſpace, 
»yſayntJmbzole reſtoꝛed agayne to grace. 


Uertuous pzinces mayenſample take 

Ol Theodolſy how they the loꝛd ſhal queme; 
He nat froward amendes fo2 to make 

His ceptre, his werde and his diademe 
Subiect to Imbzoſe what him liſt deme, 
Obe ied al thing and koꝛ his great offence 
To holy churche to make recompence. 


He knew that God was his ſouerayn Lo2de, 


Co holy church howgreatly he was bo and: 


Co be theirpzince and haue the ſouerayntte, 
Where the commons chaſe Radagaſus, 
The Gothes kyꝛſt fo: greate ſucrte 

With king Ylerike entring the cyte, 

Into Rome to finde there ſocour, 
That time Honozius being their emperouts 


By graunt of whome al the hole tountre 
Gaue to Ylerike, Gaule Spapn and Fratice; 
There to abide and thereto holde his ſee, 
Gothes ſpapnolkes vader his obeilaunce, 
@Takyngon hym al the gouernaunce: 

Tyl Stillicon out of the Occident, | 
To mete with him was from Rome ſent; 


That time Honoꝛius bepng Emperoute 
Stilltcon gan Aleribe enchace, | 
With many a ſturdy pꝛoud {oudtoure, 
Foz tofight they choſe haue their place: 
But Yleryke ſtode ſo in the grace 

Of koztune that by very might 
Stillicon he put vnto the | yght. 


Radagaſus and Jlerike of aſſent - 

Haue concluded, and full accozdedbe, 

Thzugh Itaile foz to make their went 5 
Eo: 


Toward Rome, and to entre thatcyte, 

Maugre romains to haut the ſauetamte: 
Cokoꝛe their entring gan the town manace, 
The name ot Rome to chaunge and diff ace. 


Che towne foꝛ euermoꝛe todo a ſhame 
Their purpoſe was, as ye haue heard deniſe; 
Fpꝛſt of al to chaunge the townes name, 
Dempt them ſelke able to that empꝛile. 

But koꝛtune thought all otherwyle. 
Like her maners to do moſt domage, 
whan ſhe to men ſheweth freſh her vylage. 


Her condicions be not alway one, 
Stondmele of cuftome lhe can vary, 
Foꝛ the was fyꝛſt frovwardto Stilicon, 
And to Radagaſus efte agayne contrary 
In one poynt ſhe lift neuer tarye: 

To Radagaſus her fauoure did fayle, 
By Stillicon he vanquiſhed in bataple. 


All his pꝛide might not make him ſpede. 
Joꝛ toꝛtune lyſt ſo foꝛ him ozdaine 
That he was kayne at ſo ſtrapt a nede, 
To fl ye foʒ ſocour to an hye mountayne, 
Ok all vitaile naked and baraine: | 
weere fo: hunger he felt ſo great grecfe, 
Nigh al his people dyed at milcheke. 


Of all ſocour deſtitute and baraine, 

Sawe no remedy toke him to &yght: 

By the romayns he was ſo ouerlaine, 

Take at miſchefe.and maugre his might 

In chapnes bound, à dampued anone ryght 

Foz tobe deed his people as it is tolde 
Manp one llapne ſome take ànd lome ſold, 


There was none pꝛouder noz moze ſurqdus 
In thylke dayes platulp to dil erpue. 
Then was this ſaidkingRKadagaſus, 
Which toke on him with romains to ſtrpue: 
His powet ſhozt was ouetturne d bluue. 
Foz foztune of malice had a luſt, 
Colle this tirant with hunger a with thzud. 


Among otherp2oud pꝛinces all 

1cioiſed himſelfe by amaner vainglozy, 

E etcauſe that men in countres did him cal 
King ot Gothes.ſhoztis the me moꝛpe 

Ot him reherſed oz witten in hiſtozp, 

To gyue enſample in dede men mape finde, 
Che name of tyꝛantes is ſone out of minds, 


Che. xix. Chapter, 


*; . 
od > d 


ThetyghrBeoke 


Ol the Empyec hole, thus he thought, 


C Howe Ruff a chamberlayne wi 
doſy vſurped tobe Emperour, — 2 
foꝛe by Honctious dampned and his 
heave lmyt ok. 


Ie climing vp hath oft an vnware kal, 
"Jand ſpecially whan it is ſodaine, 

Fro low degre to eſtate unperpall 
vwohan falſe ambicion the ladder doth oꝛdain, 
By bſurpacton pzeſumptuouſly to attapne, 
Aboue the [byes with his heade to perce, 
Fro whens he come were ſhame to teherce, 


A meane as thus alſuch haftyclimbing, 
Df them that lift not them ſelf to know, 
And haue foꝛget the grofidof their ginning; 
2Byfroward fame with wozldly winds blow, 
Toreile their name aboue laggitaris bowe: 
Recoꝛde of Ruff in which pꝛoudly gau de. ime 
By kalſe intruſton to occupi thempire. 


Which Rufin was whilom thamberlayn 
With Theodoſy,and holde a manly knig qt, 
yet in one thing he was koule ouerſaine, 
By couetiſe blynded in his ſygyt. 

To ſpẽd his labour that had no title of rights 
Vy the emperour Ponozius he was lent 
Fo2 to gouerne all the Dzieate, 


Bp pꝛoceſſe Ruffin was made bike re. 


Called after the vikar imperial 


{oke vpon him holye and entere 

By authoute chefe and pzincipall, 

Him lelke alone (02 to gouerne all: 
And moſt able thus he did deme, 
Bekoꝛe all other to weare a diedeme. 


Ok him ſelke ſo much he did make 

In poꝛte, and therto moſt ambicious 

At Conſtantinople he was vnwarelp take, 
Fixſt bound in chaynes,after ſerued thus 
By true iudgment of Honozius: 

His hed ſ mot of. and his righthand in dede: 
This was his ende. no moꝛẽ of him J rede. 


| Che. xx Chapter. 
¶ Zowe Stillyon and other ok like 
condicon ended in milcheke, 


Fter whole dethe to Bochas came ont 

Such other like of condicion, 

Akoꝛe remembꝛed called Stillion, 
Purpoledhim to haue poſſeſſion 


of John Bochas 
And by what mene, z way his fader ſought, 


Compendiouſly to tell of theſe twayne, 

Fro diuers countrees towarde Septẽtrion 
To gather people did theyz buſy payne, 
Ol many dyuers ſtraunge nacion: 

Againe Yonozius they came togyder doun, 
Ind as they met foztune made them fayle, 
Bothe atones ſlaine were in bataple. 


Their gin ning turled had a curſed fyne. 
After whoſe death J rede of other twapne, 
Ok one Conſtance, his father Conſtantyne, 
Which Conſtantine toke on him certayne 
To reigne in Gaule, and after dyd ozdayne 
In that countre to be gouernour, 

There to continue, as lozde and Emperoure. 


His ſonne Conſtaunce caught a deuocion, 
Ok conſcience, and foꝛthwith anonright 
Was Gaue a monke, a made his pzofeſſion: 
His father after of very fozce and might, 
Let take hi out. gaue hi thozder ofa knight, 
Bothe of aſſent gan make them ſelfe ſtrong, 
Toppꝛes the countre x do the people wzong. 


This laid Conſtaunce as mine auctoz ſaith, 
Was confederate of hatefull cruelte 

with one Hericius, aſſuraũce made of faith, 
As bꝛethezn lworne for moze authoute, 
And foz to make the nombze vp of thze 
Conſtantyne was lwoꝛne with them alſo, 
To be al onein what they had todo, 


Theſe ſaide thze lwoꝛne, and toyned thug, 
Conquered in Spayne many a great cyte: 
But in this whyle this ſaid Yenriciug 
Traytour falle, and full ofduplicite, 

His felowe ſlough againe his othe pardye: 
Thus was Conſtaũce thzough falſe colluſiõ, 
Of Henricius murdꝛed by trapſon. 


Henricius lyued nat but a whyle, 

By his owne knightes he ſlaine was alſo: 
Fraude foz fraude, diſceit is quyt with gyle, 
It foloweth euer and gladly cometh therto, 
Men recetue their guerdon as they do, 

Let men alway haue this in remembzaunte, 
Wurdze ofcuſtome wyll ende w miſchatice, 


Among ſuche other thus endinge in milchele 
Came Attalus and one Eracliyan, 

Fo2no pꝛowes but to their great repzefe, 
Remembzed here, tyeit ſtozie tell can, 


Fol.cii. 


Igayne Romanes whan they rebell gan, 
By Yonozius afoze made officers, : 
And of the Empyze called chefe vykarg. 


Firſt Attalus foꝛ his tyzanny _ 

IPhan he in Saule was made gouernour, | 
Went in to Spaine with a great company, | 
Dyd his payne and fraudulent labour, 

By falſe ſleight to be made Emperour: 

Take, and bounde exiled foz falſneſſe, 

His hande ſmpt ot, ended in wzetchednelle. 


Ol Eraclian the ende was almoſt lyke, 
Pet was he pꝛomoted to great pꝛolperite, 


Made gouernour and loꝛde of Affritze, 


Df Conlulere role to the dignite: 

Rode thzough Libi, and many a gret coũtre, 
With thze thouſande chippes gan to ſayle, 
And with leuin hundzed to ariue in Jtayle, 


So many chyppes neuer afoze were ſeine, 
Like as it is accompted by wzyting, 

His nauy paſſed the nauy incertayne 

Ok mighty zerxſes that was of Perce king, 
Oz Aliſandze:but pet in his coming 
Toward Jtaile, whan he chould aryue, 
The ſea a foztune gan againe him ſtrpue. 


At his arriuailehehad a ſodaine dꝛede, 
Cauſe Honoꝛius had fent downe a capitain, 


Conſtancius called, gouernoure and hede 


Ok all the Romains, to mete him on þ plain: 

Foz whiche Ecaclian tout ned is again, þ 
As J fynde gan take his paſſage, 
Towarde the cite,that called is Cartage. | 


Thus foztune lyſt her power ewe 

Oꝛ he came fully to that noble towne, 

With charpe \werdes he was all to hewe, 
Among his knights thzough falle colluſion, 
Is they fil at a diſcencion: | 

Ok intrucion fyʒſt gan the quarell; 
Again Romams, whan he gan rebell; 


ee Che. xxi. Chapter. 

CA goodly pꝛoceſſe why Rome was diſtroi⸗ . 
ed. and foz the ſame oz lyke cauſe it 

many other realmes, _ . 

F many miſcheues befoze reherſed 8 
ay dꝛawe a longe, and ſome ſhoꝛtly | 
tolde, | iſ 
Andhowe foztune hath her whele renerfed, 14 

By tragedies remembꝛed manpfolde, 

Tokoze by Bochas of pzinces 28 # —3 
, n 


In the eight boke reherſed the pꝛocelle, 
Echone almoſt ended in wzetcyedneſſe, 


Namely ofthem that dyd molte delpꝛe 

BY wꝛong titel thei lelfe tomagnity, 

To haue loꝛdſhyp and gouerne themppꝛe, 
The ſtate imperial pzoudly to occupp: 
LOhiche eſtate plainly to Ipecifpe, 

As farre as Phebus doth in his ſpere (yne, 
Among all lozdthips is bzought to ruyne, 


Fro mine authour T lyſt nat diſcozde, 
To tel þ ground why Rome came to nought, 
By an example J caſt me to recozde 1 


What was chefe cauſe if it be wel out loght 


By a ſtoꝛie that came vnto my thought 
Of John Bochas, whiche ye al here 
That full notably is reherled here. 


Which enſample and Coziereherling, 
Ceriouſly folowing myne authour 
Odoacer whylom a famous king, 

A kyng by name and a great gouernour, 
But of his condicions a rauinous robbour, 
Out of that countre were mercy and pite 
Baniched koꝛ euer with trouth a equite, 


In that region where mercy is nat bſed, 
And trouthe oppꝛeſſed is with tyzanny, 
And right wyſeneſſe by power is refuſed, 
Falſe extoꝛcion ſubpoꝛteth robbꝛye, 

Ind lenlualyte may haue the maiſtry 

All ot realon, be tokens ata pzefe, _ 
Which many lande haue bꝛought to miſchek. 


There is no realme that map ſtãde in lurete 
Ferme noꝛ ſtable in very exiſtence, | 

No: continue in long pꝛolperpte, 

But if the trone of knightly excellence, 

Be ſuppoꝛted with iuſtice and pzudence, 

In him that all as egal iudge ſtand, 
Twene riche a pooze with lceptre in hand. 


A clere enſample this matter foz togrounde: 
So as a father that is naturall 

Oxlike a mother which kindly is bounde, 
To foſter her childꝛen in eſpeciall: 

Right ſo a king in his eſtate royall, 

Should of his office diligently entende, 
His true lieges to cheryſhe and defende, 


By good enſiple his ſabtectes tenlumine, 
Tepozal realmes ouldcas (aith{cripcure) 
Kelemble the kingdome which is diuine, 


The eyght boke 


By lawe of god and lawe eke ok nature, 
That Res publica long time map endure, 
Uoide of dilcoꝛde and talſe duplicite, 

Of one body in longe pꝛolperite. 


Nouther their reigne no2 dominacion 
Haue of them ſelfe none other aſſuraunce, 
Theeſtateof kinges gan by permiſſion 
Dfgoddes grace, and of his purueyaunce, 
By vertuous life and mozal gouernaunce 
Long to continue bothe in peace # warre, 
Like their deſertes to puniſh whi they erte. 


They ould be the myzrour and the lyght, 
Tranlcede all other by vertuous excellence, 
As examplers of cquite and right, 

So by diſcrecion of natural pzouidence, 

To tempꝛe their rigour w mercy a clemencc: 
What (hal fal afoze caſt al thinges, 

As appertaineth to pꝛinces and to kinges, 


Thinges paſſed to haue in remembzaunce, 
Conſerue wilely thinges tn pzeſence, 

Foz thinges to come atoze make ozdinaunce, 
Folowe the traces of vertuous continence, 
Againe all vices tomake reſiſtence, 

By the vertue of magnanimite, 

Whiche is appꝛopꝛed to imperial maieſte. 


other to fozce authours ſay echone, 
' Which conlerueth the royal dignite, 

In luche a meane ſtable as any ſtone, 
Nat ouerglad foz no pꝛoſperite, 

Noz ouer lad foz none aduerlite, 

Foz life noꝛ death hygh coꝛage to remue, 
To god and man to pelde thẽ that is due. 


Gayne flechly luſtes arme thẽ in ſobzeneſſe, 
Uoyde all ſurfettes and froward glotonp, 
Gredy appetites by meaſure torepzeſle, 
Out of his houſe auoide all ribaudy, 
Kowners,flattrers,and ſuch as can lie: 
Ware in his domes he be nat perciall, 

To poozedo almeſſe, to vertuous be liberal. 


In his array che we him like a king, 


From other pꝛinces by a maner apparence: 
So that men pzayſehys vertuous [yuing, 
Moe than bis clothing, far frõ his pzeſence. 
Ind let him thinke in his aduertence, 
CTruſt theron verely certayne, 

As he gouerneth men wytrepozte a ſapne. 


Let him alſo foz his great aueile. 
Haue 


of John Bochas 


Haue ſuch about him to be in p2eſence, . 

As notable pꝛinces to be of his counſaple, 
Sucheas tofoze haue had experience 

Cu ene good x eutll,to know the difference; 
And lire thinges hatefull of newe and olde, 
Co banich them out in haſt fro his houthold,; 


Fyꝛſt them that loue to liue in ydelneſſe, 
All ſuche as louenouther god ne dzede, 
Couetous people that pooze folke vppzeſſe, 
And them allo that do all foz mede, 

And ſimulacion cladde in double wede: 
And ſuch as can foz their auauntages, 
Out of one hode hewe two vilages. 


Lethim alſo voyde out at his gate 
Ryotous people, f loue to watche al night: 
And them alſo that vſe to dzinke late, 

And lie a bedde till their diner be dight, 

And ſuche as lyſt nat of god to haue a ſyght, 
And recheles folke that liſt nat here malle, 
Cauoyde his court ⁊᷑ let the lightly paſſe, 


Foꝛ which defautes reherſed here tofozne, 
Nat onely Rome but many a great countre 
Haue be diſtroied,+ many a kingdom lozne, 
In olde cromcles as pe may rede and le; 
Falſe ambicion and froward duplitite, 
Hath many a realme # many a lãd encloted, 
And ben cauſe why they haue be diſtroied. 


Jeruſalem was whilom tranſmygrate, 
Their true pꝛophetes koz they had in dilpite: 
And Balthaſar was eke infoztunate 

Foꝛ he in Babilone folowed al his delpte: 
Dary in Perce had but ſmall reſpyte, 
Sodainly ſlaine and murdzed by treaſon, 
(The lame of Xlyſadze whan he dzake poiſon, 


Dilcoꝛde in Troy grounded in touetyſe 
Wyan by falſe traiſon ſolde was Palladion, 
Rome and Cartage in the ſame wyle 
Diſtroied were. foꝛ Chozte concluſton, 
Imong them ſelfe foz their deuiſyon: 

Reken other realmes that be oflater date, 
And of deuiſions in Fraũce p was but late, 


Al theſe defautes reherled here bꝛeuely 

Out ſought the rote, and weied in balaunce, 
Chefe occaſion to tell by and by 8 
Hath ben ĩ pzinces,Þ haue had gouernaunce: 
And ſpecially to put in remembzaunte, 
Fo: an example telleth as cometh to mynde, 
Of Odoacer the ſtozie as I kynde. 


Fol. viii. 


Boꝛne in P2uce and hardy of coꝛage, 
At his beginning him leite to magniky 
Though no mencion be made ok his linage, 
Hauing no titell, but thette and robbery, 
His tõqueſt gan nought of blode a aticetry, 
But gadzed people ot ſondzy regions, 
Entred Itayle with many nacions, 


With his ſoudiours fyꝛit he gan aſſayle, 
With a multitude entryng anon right, 
Kingdoms ok Hügry, a countreis of Jtayle, 
Met in his pallage a Romayne knight 
Called Dozeſtes, in ſtele armed bzight: 
The felde was take and put in teoparty, 
Hozeſtes fledde foz (ocour to Paup. 


Dtraitly beſieged and the towne won, 
Founde foz the time none other cheueſaunce, 
The next mozow at riſing of the (on, 
Bounde in chepnes, tencrees his greuaunce, 
Sent to a cite that called was Pleſaunce: 
Igaine whom Odoater was lo fel, | 
Let him be ſlapne by judgement full cruell. 

* 


After whoſe death by lodayne violence, 
Odoater is paſſed thzough Jtaile, 
Entred Rome found no reſiſtence, | 
zeno the Emper our durſt him nat aſſayle, 
Foz there was none to giue him batayle: 
So that by foꝛce and rauinous wozking 
Df all Itaile he was crowned king. 


Dad all Rome bnder ſubiection, 

Foztune a while lyſt him nat fayle: 

zeno therofhad indygnacton, (uayle 

Gan wozke againe him in hope it choulde a⸗ 

And therupon the lozdſyppe of Italle, 

He gaue ot purpole,his power committing 
o Theodozike,that was of Gothes kyng. 


So0f Theodozike in hope to haue byctozis 
Againe Odoacer, gan make reſiſtence, | 
Ok his name to put in memozie | 
Toke vpon him by knightly excellence - 
Foz the Romains to ſtandin diffence: 
Met himpzoudlp with his chiualry, 
Beſide a riuer that called was Soury; 
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tune that beſt tan chaunge and vary, 5 
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At bnlet hour was to him contrary, 


Him a his power the Komains haue defted, 
Ye bꝛent their vines and toures enuy zon, 
Bytauſe thentre was to him dented, 

Ind to Kauenne he is dilcended doun: 

But maugre him he was take in the toun, 
By Theodoꝛike, lette eche man take hede, 
Odoacer he commaunded to be dede. 


Myne authour Bochas ok entencion, 

Foz the time as came to remembzaunce, 
Towarde Romains maketh a digreſſion 
To them recoꝛding the great variaunce 
The vnware chaunges, the gery coũtenaũce 
Ol Foꝛtunes falſe tranlmutacion, 

Theſe lame woꝛdes reherſing to the toun: 


Emembꝛe o Rome x call apen to minde 
The daies paſſed ol thy felicite, 
Thy marcial cõqueſtes, thy triãphs left 
behinde, 
Thy great victoꝛies moſt of auctozite: 
Thy tamous lawes ſong in eche countre, 
Which thzough p wozld by repozt did Chyne, 
Now all atones is tourned torayne, 


From Eſt to welt thy loꝛdchyp did attayne, 
Abouc all powers moll excellent #royall, 
But nowe from Nome into Almaine 

The eſtate tranflated which is imperiall, 
Name of thy Senatours, name in eſpeciall, 
The golden letters darked and diffaced, 
Jud from remvnibzaunce almoſt out raced, 


Cyte of cities whilom moſt glozious, _ 
That moſt freſhly floured in cthiualry, 

To whiche the alpies # mountains moſt fa- 
Were ſubiecte ot all Lombatdy (mong 
Til that diſcoꝛde, diuilſion, and enuß 
Imog pout Telfe hath clipled p bꝛightneſſe 
By a kalle ſerpẽt, bꝛought in by doublenefle, 


Ringes and pzinces were to the tributary, 

Ok all 9 . 5 the flode? 
Among pont ye nto vary, ' _ 
The woꝛld thꝛoughout to por ſubierte ode; 
Tyll ye gan ſhew two faces in one hode : 
What folowed #fter,foztane hath ſopzonideF 
Pe came to nought whanyegan bedeuided, 


F 


Unpurueped of pꝛudent Sena urs, 7 G — 
Thy menen 82 (1 
Of knighthod naked, bare yne d 


Dilconſolate ſtant all the comonte; 


The eyght bone 


Ftendtonbv 


Cowꝛes and walles bzokeof the cite, 
That whilom was a paradiſe of delpte, 
Nowe all the wozlde hath the but in dilptte, 


Cauſe to conclude of al thy wzetchedneſſe 
Is falſe ambicion, pꝛide, and lecherp, 
Diuiſion, and malicious doubleneſſe: 
Nancour, hatred, couetiſe, and enup, 
Which ſet aſide all good policie, 

In bzefe rcherſed foz hozt concluſion 
Haue be cheke grounde of thy diſtruction. 


The.xxit. Chapter, 
 Yowe the kinges Trabſtila a Buſarug 
were bzought vato ſubiection and made 
tributares to Theodozike, 
Fter theſe milcheues told of Roe toun 
Came Tratitla king of Gepidois, 
With other twaine ag made is mec i 


wa Id 


Bularus, that was king of Bulgarois, 
Wity Philitheus reigning in Ragois: 

All theſe thze bꝛefely foꝛ to ſaine, 

Came all atones toBochas to complayne, 


Their realmes ſtanding toward Septetris, 
Ind to remembze of the fyꝛſt twaxne, 
Were bꝛought atones to ſubiection 

By Theodozike,that dyd his buſy payne 
Them to conquere a pzoudly did ozdayne 
That they were neuer ſo hardy to rebell, 
IAgarne Romains to take no quarcll, 


To Theodozike they were made tributary, 
Moſt wꝛetchedly bound in leruage: 
Neuer ſo hardy after foz to vary, 


In paine of death during al their age, 


Ok leruttude lo here the (urpluſage, 
Ok al wꝛetches moſt wzetched-they be foild, 
That to thzaldom coaltrained be c bounde. 


Trelour ok treſours if it be well ſought 

Is vertuous fredome with large lpberte, 
With wozldly goodes it may nat be bought, 
With ropal rubies, gold, ſtones, noꝛ py2re, 
Foꝛ it traulcendeth, and hath the ſoueraynte 
Aboue all richeſſe that be in erthe found, 

I man gt large trely to ande vnbound. 


aas he. xxtii. ap ter. | 
How Phllit webs is ingdomeand ol 

& Ext thefertoo dꝛe ye map le 
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of John Bochas 


Which by foztunes ſodaine violence, 
Loſt his kingdome by cruel (ſentence 
Of Ddoacer,the tyꝛaunt mercyleſſe, 
Loſt his lite, and came no moꝛe in pꝛeſſe. 


The ſodaine chaũges to rede whan Jbegã, 
And ſaw the whele ſo oft turne vp ſo downe, 
Offoztune there came one Marctan, 

Of whome is made none other mencion 
Saue only by a conturacion 

He murdzed was, deing innocent, 

Amõg his knightes which ſlew him ok aſſet. 


Chan tofoze Bochas to che we his pꝛeſente, 
There came one that called was Leon, 
Which caught a titell by no violence, 

But made his clayme bp iuſt lucceſſion: 
After his father and toke poſſeſſion, 

Which of Leon mpne auctoz ſaith the ſame, 
Beyng Emperour, bare the lame name. 


This yong Leon again all truth and ryght, 
By tyzanny as made is mencion, | 
(Thzough cruell 3enoy was a good knyght, 
Was put out ofhis poſſeſſion: 

Conſtrayned to liue in religion, 

But to what oꝛder that he dyd wende 

J fynde nat, but there he made his ende. 


The. xxtiii.Chapiter. ; 
CHowe Simacke and Boes his ſonne in 
lawe were baniched, and after iud⸗ 
ged to die. 


Fter thele miſcheues Simak gan hym 
dꝛawe 

Toward Bochas, with a ful pitous face 

Boes came with him, ö was his ſon in lawe, 

Which among Romains gretly ſtod i grace: 

But in this matere bzefely foꝛ to pate, 

The ſaid Boes onely foz his trouthe, 

Exiled was, alas it was greatrouthe, 


Foz tõmon pꝛolite, he was vnto the toun 

In matters that grounded were of right, 
Uery p2otectour,and ſtedfaſt champion 
Againe two tirztes, whiche of fozce & might 
Had in the pozail oppꝛeſſed many a wight, 
By exactions and pyllage gun ofnewe, 
Upon the comens,full falſe and eke vntrew; 


(Theodozike of Gothes lozde and king, 
Toke vpon him by falſetntruſyon - 
To teigne in Nome, the people oppꝛeſſing 
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By his pꝛouoſtes two, as made is mencyon, 
Did in the citie great oppzeſſion, 
Contederate as bꝛother vnto bꝛother, 
Coniugaſt, and Triguill was that other, 


Compendiouſly this matter to declare, 
To laue the commons ſtode in defence 
Toꝛ lite noz death he lyſt nat foz to ſpare; 
To withſtand of tyzantes the ſentence; 
King Theodoꝛzike ot cruell violence, 
Baniched him by hatefull tyzanny, 

He and his father to abyde in Paup. 


Afterward Theodozike of cruell haterede, 
Like a falſe tyzant,ofmalice andenup 
Gaue tudgement that both two were dede: 
But touching Boes as bokes ſpecify, 
Dꝛote diuers bokes of Philoſophy, 

Ok the Trinyte matters that were diuine, 
Martpꝛed foz Chziſte,andcalled Seuerine. 


Che. xx b. Chapter. 


* 


ok bing Arthur a his coqueſtes,and of the 
commodities of England, a how he was 
diſtroied by his colin Moꝛdzede. 


Is neuer pꝛice might him ſelk aſſure 
Of foztune the fauour to reſtrapne⸗ 
like his deſyze his grace to tecure 
To abide ſtable, and ſtand at certaine: 
Imong all other reken Arthur of Bzete ne 
Which in his time was hold of euery w. ght, 
The wyleſt pzince and the beſt knyghc, 


To whom Bochas gan his ſtyle dꝛeſſe 

In this cyaptre,to remembze bliue 

His great conqueſt and his highe nobleſſe, 
With ſinglet dedes that he wzought i his line 
And firſt he ginneth bzeuely to diſcryue 

The lite of Bꝛitaine, and ot that countre, 
Whiche is encloſed with a large ſee, 


Set faxre weſtward as pe chal bnderſtand, 
Hauing Spapne ſet in the oppoſite 

Oka (mall Angle called Englande: 
Fra:ce about hi diſcryuing thus his light, 
With many a riuere pleſaunt ok delite, 
Bothe bathes and welles there be founde, 
Diuers mynes ofmetalles fult habounde. 


Iboute whiche ronneth the Decian . 
Right plentuous of all maner of vitafle, 
Et. iti. The 
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The name of which at Bzutus fyzſt began, 
London hath Gyppes by the ſea to layle: 
Bachus at Wyncheſter gretly doth auaile, 
Woꝛteſtre with frutes haboundeth at the ful, 
Derfozd with beaſtes, Cotlwolde with wul, 


Bathe hot bathes holſome foz medicine, 
Pozkemighty timbze foꝛ great auauntage, 
Co2nwall mynes wherin to myne, 
Saliſbury beaſtes full lauage: 

Wyete, mylke, a hony, plente foz euery age, 
Kent and Canterbury hath great comodite 
Ol ſondzie fyſhes,there taken in the ſee, 


Bochas reherſeth there is eke in Bzetayne 
Founde of Gete a full pꝛecious ſtone 
Blacke of colour, and vertuous in certayne 
Foz lickeneſſes many mo than one: 

The poudze of whiche wyll diſcure anone, 
If i be dzonke(though it be lecre) 

Ok mapdenhede bꝛoken chaſtite. 


Ther ben of peerles founde in muſkil chelles, 
Ind the beſt that haue moſt whiteneſſe: 

And as the boke of B2utus allo telles, 
How king Arthure to ſpeke of woꝛthyneſſe, 
Haſled all kinges in marciall pꝛoweſſe: 
Touchyng his line, his royall synrede 

Who that lyſt ſe in Bꝛutus he may rede. 


His father called Uter Pendꝛagon 

A manly knight and famous of cozage, 
Right notable in his actes euerpchon: 
Arthur but yonge and tendze of age, 

By full aſſent of all his baronage, 

By lucceſſion crowned anonright, 

Called of Europe the moſte famous knight, 


Curteys,large,and manly of diſpence, 
Mypꝛrour called of lyberalite, 

Hardy, ſtronge, and of great pzouidence, 
And of his knightly magnanimite 

He dꝛoue Saxons out of his countre: - 
Conquered by pzoweſle of his mighty hand, 
Oꝛtadoys, Denmarke, and Yolande, 


Irland, Gaule,Nozway,Scotlad,# kraũte, 
Is Martes ſon to the wertes mete: | 
Wꝛougyt by tounſaile and by oꝛdinaunce 
Ot pꝛudent Marlyn, called his pꝛophete: 
And as J fynde, he let make a lete - 
Among his Bzitos, molt famous # notable, 
Chꝛougy all the wozlde talled p roũde table. 
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Molt woꝛthy knightes pꝛoued of their hand 
Choſen out by Arthur, this ozder was begö, 
Their famous nobles thzough euer land 
Shone by repozte,as doth the midday ſoune, 
To Fames palays the renome is bp ronne, 
Statutes ſet, by vertuous oꝛdinaunce 
Under pzofeſſion of marciall gouernaunce. 


The firſt ſtatute in the regeſtre founde, 

Fro which they ould nat decline of right, 
By full aſſuraunte of othe & cuſtome bounde 
Aye tobe armed in plate fozged dꝛight, 
Except a ſpace to reſte them on the night, 
Seke auentures, and their tune ſpende, 
Rightful quarell to luſtene and defende, 


The febler partye,ifhe had right, 

By theyꝛ power manly to ſuppoꝛte 

If that they were required of any wight, 
Foltze diſconſolate to beare vp a comfozte: 
At all times men may of him repoꝛte 

No maner wyſe they do no violence, 

And again tiraũtes make knightly reſiſtẽte. 


That widowes a maidens ſuffre no domage 
By falſe oppꝛeſſion, and hateful cruelte, 
Reſtoze childꝛen to their true heritage, 
Wꝛonglp exiled folke to their countre: 

Ind fo2 holy churches liberte 

RKedy euer to make them ſelfe ſtronge, 
Rather to die than ſuffer them haue wzonge, 


Foz comon p2ofyte as choſen champyong, 
P20 Republica defending their countre, 
Shewe ape them ſelfe hardy as lyong 
Yonoure to encrece, chaſtiſe dichoneſte, 
Releue al them that ſuffre aduerſite: 
Religions folke haue them in reuerence, 
Pylgrimes receiue 5; faile of their diſpence, 


Called armes leuen dedes of mercy, 
Buryed ſoudiours that fayle ſepulture, 
Foike in pziſon deliuere — — | 
Suche as pooꝛe be their raunlome to recure, 
LOounded people that languyche #endure 
Which pꝛo republica maly ſpent their blood, 
By ſtatute bounde to do ſuche folkes good, 


To put them ſelfe neuer in auenture 


Burt koꝛ matters that were fuſt and trewe, 


Ifoze pꝛouided that they ſtode ſure 
The ground wel know, were it olde oꝛ neboe: 
And after that the matter whan they knewe, 
Co pzocede knightly and nat fapne, 
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As ryght required they quarel to darrayn. 


A clerke there was to cronicle theyꝛ dedes 
By purctuauntes made to him repoꝛte, 

Of their exployte and their good ſpedeg, 
Rad a ſonge to folke gaue great comfozte: 
Thele famous knightes making their reſozte 
At hygh feaſtes, eueriche toke his lete, 

Lyke to their eſtate, as was to them mete, 


One was voyde called the ſee perilous, 
As Sanke royall doth playnly determpne, 
None toentre but the moſt vertuous 

Ok god pꝛouided to be a pure vy2gine, 
Boꝛne of diſcente to accomplythe x to fyne 
He alone, as chefe and ſouerapne 

Ill auentures of Wales and Bzetapne. 


Amonge al kynges renomed moſt famous, 
As a bꝛyght ſonne ſet ampd the ſterres: 

So ſtode Arthur notable and glozious, 
Lyke freſhe Phebus caſt his lyghte aferres, 
In peace like Argus moſt marcial in werres 
As Ectoꝛ hardy,lyke Ulixes tretable, 
Called amoge chziſten, king moſt honozable; 


His roial courte he dyd ſo oꝛdayne 
Though eche coũtre lo fer ſpzed out the light 
Who that euer came thider to complaine 
By wꝛonge opp2eſſed,# required of right, 
In his detence he chulde fynde a knyght 

To hym aſſigned, finally to entende, 

By marctall dome his quarell to defende. 


fit fell ſo that any ſtraunge knyght 
Sought auentures, ⁊ thyder came fro ferre, 
To do armes his requeſt made of right, 

His chalenge ſene were it of peate oz werre 
Wag accept, to the courte came nerre: 

Lyke as he came wyth many oz alone, | 
They were deliuered,fozſake was neuer noe, 


There was the (chole of marcial doctrine, 
Foz yonge knyghtes to lerne al the gyſe, 

In tendꝛe age to lerne ful diſciplyne, 

On hoꝛtle and fote, by notable exercyſe: 
Thing take in youth doth helpe in many wiſe 
Ind pdelnes in grene peres gonne, 

Of al vertues clypſeth the clere ſonne, 


Wydowes # maidens oppꝛeſled folke alſo, 
Ofertozte wzonges w2ought by tiranny, 
In that countre what nacion came therto, 
Receyued were, there lyſt no mau denpe, 
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Ok their complayntes founde lone remedy: 
Made no delay but fozth anone ryght, 
Them to defende aſſigned was a knyght. 


Ene by their oꝛder they bounde were of troth 


By alluraunce and by otheſwozne, 

In their empaiſes let foz no ſlothe 

Playnely to tell howe they haue them bozne: 
Their auenture of thinges done befozne, 
Right as it fyll,# ſpare in no manere 

To tel eche thinge vnto theyz regyſtrere. 


Thynge openly done 02 thinge that was lecre 
Ok auenture as bytwene twapne, 

Oz any quarel take of volunte 

Trewly repozte,and platly not to fayne: 
Them to be (wozne the ſtatute dyd oꝛdapne, 
Not conceled of woꝛchyp noꝛ ol chame 

To be regeſtred, repoꝛte the ſelfe lame. 


Ind to conclude the ſtatute hath vs leared 

Euery quarel grounded on honeſte, | 

J that courte what knyght was requpzed 
n the diffence of trouth and equpte, 

Falched excluded and duplicite, 

Shall ape be redy to ſuſtayne that party, 

His lyfe and hys body to put in ieoparty. 


Thus in Bꝛetayne hone þ clere light | 
Ok chiualrye,and of hie pꝛoweſſe, (bzight, 
Which thꝛough the woꝛld chad his beames 
Wel of woꝛchpp, condite ok al nobleſſe, 
Imperial courte all wzonges to repzeſſe, 
Head ſpꝛig of honoz,of largiſe chete ceſterne, 
My2zrour of mãhod, of nobleſſe the lanterne. 


pet was there ſene neuer lo bꝛyght a (onne 
The ſommers day in the mydday ſpere, 

So freſhly chyne, but lome (kyes donne 
Might percaſe curtaine his beames clere: 
Okt it falleth whã foztune maketh beſt chere, 
And fallly (myleth in her double wede, 
Folke ſene expert than is ſhe moſt to dzede, 


Thus whan the name of the wozthy kyng 
Was fertheſt ſpꝛade by repozteof memozy, _ 
In eueryrealme his noblefſe moſt chinpnge, 
Ill his empꝛiſes concluding on bittozy: 

This double goddeſſeenuted at his glozy, 
And eaſt meanes by ſommanertratne, . 
To clipſe the light ol knighthode in Bꝛitaine. 


'Thus whyle Arthure ſtode mol honoꝛable 
In his eſtate, flouringe in his age, 
Ct. iiu. Among 
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Among his knightes ofthe rounde table, 
Hyeſt of pꝛinces vn foztunes ſtage, 
The Romains ſent to him foz truage, 


Gan make a claime frowarde a outragious, 


(Takyng their title of Ceſar Julius. 


The ſame time this mighty kyng Arthur 
Conquered had Gaule, and alſo Fraunce, 
Outraped Frolle lyke a conquerour, 
Bꝛought Paris vnder obeylaunce: 

Toke them to grace # with hys oꝛdinaunce 
Gate al Inioue, Ingozp, and Gaſcoine, 
Poitowe, Hauerne, Berry, c Burgopne. 


Ceſed not but dyd his buly payne, 

Molt lyke a knight helde fozth hys pallage, 
Gate all the lande of Poyters # Tourapne, 
Their cite polde to hym they did homage: 
To be rebell they kounde none auauntage, 
Soiourned in Fraunce as ſapth ö Cronicler, 
Helde poſſeſſion the ſpace ot nyne pere. 


Helde a feaſt full lolempne at Paryle, 

All the countreis whych he gate in Fraunte, 
Lyke a pꝛinte full pzudent and rightwyſe, 
Which had of fredome full royall ſuffiſaunce: 
Ok all his cõqueſt the countreis in ſubſtaunce 
Foꝛ his pꝛinces and barons lo pzouided, 
Lyke their delertes he hath them deuided. 


To his Seneſchal that called was Kay 
Anioue and Mapne he gaue all the party, 
To his butler was made no delay 

Called Bedwere he gaue Nozmandye, 
Co a baron nye toſpn ofalye , 

A manly knight which named was Berell, 
Gaue the duchy of Burgoyne euery del, 


Thus he departed lozdehyppes ol that lande 
There he thought was moſt expedient, 
Some he reſerued in hys owne hande, 
Againe to Bꝛitapne retourned ofentent: 
Sent out letters helde a greate parliament, 
After which hemade a feaſt anon, 

In the countre called Gloumozgon, 


At agreatcite called Carlion, 

As is remembꝛed by olde wptinges, 
Came many a pꝛinte a many a freche baron 
In nombze J kynde, there were. x. kynges, 
Redy to obey Arthur in al thynges: 
P2eſent alſo as wag wele lene, 

There was ok erles rekened full thurtene, 
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Al the knightes of the rounde table 

Feaſt of Pentecoſt as feeſt pzincipall, 
Many eſtates famous and honozable, 
Ofpzinces barons boz:;* of the blode royal 
Were pzeſent there, and in eſpeciall 


All that were by othe and pꝛomple bounde, 


To ß bꝛotherhede of the table rounde, 


And it fell ſo whyle that kyng Arthur 

As appertayned late in hys eſtate, 

There came.xii.ſent downe by great labour 
Ok olde men, cholen of the Senate, 

Sad of their poꝛte, demure and temperate, 
Richely clad,of loke and of byſage, 

Gray heared, ſempt of right great age, 


Firſt connyngly as they thought it due, 
Caule of their comyng &playnly their entent 
Fy2lt of aſſent the kyng they dyd ſalue, 
Next after that they tolde who them ſent, 
Ind their letters mekely they pzeſent: 
Concludyng thus, to ſpeketn bzefe langage, 
Howe the Romains alke ofhym truage, 


Cuſtomed of olde ſyth gone many a day 
LOhan that Ceſar conquered firſt Bꝛitapne, 
The kynge requiring to make the no delay. 
Arthur abode, lyſt nothinge to ſayne, 

But all the courte gan at them dyldapne, 
The pꝛoude Bzitons of cruel haſty blode, 
Wolde haue layne the cuyn there they ode, 


Nay quod Xrthur to al his officers, 

Within our courte they Chal haue no domage, 
They entred bene and come as meſſangers, 
And men alſo greatly fal in age, 

Let make them chere wyth a glad viſage: 
Toke his coũlaile with ſuch as wer molt wile, 
With this anſwere (ayde in curteyſe wyle, 


pour letters red and plainly vnderſtande, 
The tenure hole remembzed in this place, 
Touching Þ charge that pe haue take on hide 
Toyeue anſ(were.reherced in choꝛt ſpace, 

By woꝛde & waityngye greatly me manace, 
How ye purpoſe wyth many ſtrong battayle, 
Halle the moiſitains me kelly foz to aſſayle, 


It nedeth not ſuch conqueſt to alledge 
Agayne Bꝛitons, oł none olde truage, 

Ol pour coming down ß way J Gal abzedge, 
VOyth goddes grace ſhoꝛt your paſſage: 
Make pou no delay but with my baronage 
Paſſe the (ee, without long tariyng, 
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To mete Romaines at their downe comyng, 


This was the anſwer youe fo the meſſãgers. 
It their departing bare w them great riches, 
As he bade alſo vnto his officers: 

Agayne to Rome anone they gan thed2eſſe, 
Plainly repozting the plentuous largeſſe 
Ok woꝛthy Arthure,conſidzed all thynges 
Ofchziſtendome he palled al other kinges, 


Irthurs courte was the ſours and well 

Ok marctall pꝛowes, to Lucius they tolde, 
And howe that he al other dyd excel 

In chyualry,wyth whom they were whold: 
The choſen knyghtes both ponge a olde 

In all Europe who can conſidze arighte, 
Ok all nobleſſe the tozches be there lyghte, 


He caſt him not to paye no truage, 

Sapde ok the Romapnes he helde no londe, 
Which to defende he wyl make his paſſage 
Ok pour claymes to bꝛeake a two the bonde, 
And knyghtly pꝛeue with his honde 

pe haue no tytle, pe, noꝛ your cite 

Agapne Baitons,whych euer haue ſtand fre, 


With þ al the kingdoms ſubiect to Rome toun 
Kynges Pꝛinces aboue the hie mountaines, 
With Lucius they be diſcended downe, 

To mete Buttons vpon the large playnes: 
Arthurs comming greatly he dildains, 
Bycauſe he had plainely to dylcriue, 

In multitude of people luch fyue, 


At Sonthhampt 5 Arthur toke the ſee 

With all his kn:ghtes of the rounde table, 
Behinde he left to gouerne the countre 

His colin Mozdꝛede, vntruſty # vnllable, 
And at a pꝛefe falſe and diſcepuable: 

To whom Arthur ok truſt toke al his lande, 
The cro wne except, whych he kept in hande. 


Fro Southhampton Irthur gan to ſayle 
With all his wozthy loꝛdes of Bzitaine, 

It Harflue fonde good arinatle, = 

He x his pzinces their paſſage dyd oꝛdaine 
Thzugh Nozmady.Fratice,# eke Burgoine:; 
Up to atyfecalled Yugultence, _ _ 

Wher he firſt fonde of Lucius the pzeſence, 


So large a felde noꝛ ſuch a multitude 
Of men of armes, aſſembled in a plaine, 
Upon a day choꝛtly to conclude | 
Togider aſſemble afoze was neuer ſeine? 
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Lucius had on his party certaine 
Caſtwarde the wozlde all the chtualrye, 
Bꝛought by p motitains down to Germany, 


Their wardes ſet in ech a great battaile, 
With their capitaine to gouerne # to gye: 
Arthur w bzitons the Romains did aſſaile, 
Fond many Sarazins vpõ that party: 

The Bziton Gaulfride doth plainly ſpecify, 
Is he of Xrthur the pꝛowes doth diſcriue, 

He ſlewe that day of Sarazins kynges fyue, 


The great ſlaughter, the effuſion of blonde 
That was that day onouther ſyde, 

Eche againe other b furious were # wode, 
Lyke foz the felde as foztune lyſt pꝛouide, 
That if I Goulde longe theron abyde, 

To watte the deth, the laughter a manere, 
Touching the kelde were tedious to here, 


To conclude andleaue the ſarpluſage, 

Jn that battayle dead was manye a knight, 
The Coful Lucius flaine in that rage, 

The pꝛoude Romains by fozce put to flighte, 
Of gentilnes Arthur anone ryght 

Let the body of Lucius be caried, 

Againe to Rome, it was no lenger taried, 


The wozthy pzinces & loꝛds that were dead, 
Ind manly knightes abidynge wyth Frthur 
Like a king ſolempnly toke hede 

That they were buried by diligẽt labour: 
And in this whyle lyke a falſe traitour, 

His coſyn Moꝛdꝛede dyd his buly paine, 

To tate from hm the kyngdom of Bzitayne, 


So as the ſtoꝛy plainly maketh minde, 
Moꝛdꝛede falſiy to his auauntage 

Entreted them that were left behynde 
Uader colour of fraudulent langage, 

Gaue the gretfred6e,# they did him homage: 
That by his falſe conſpiration, 

Baought al Bzitaine in to rebellion, 


Py faire beheſtes and many frendly ligne 
Dꝛewe the people to hym in ſondzy wyle, 
9 ed him outwarde goodly a benygne, | 
ale lybertees dad manp great fraunchyfe, 
To mite Bzitos 2 9 diſpife x 
And puruetauncehegan make blyue 
Co vepe the poztes,hethoulde not arfue, | 


* * * 


Whan king Arthur had knowledgyng _* . 
Ol tyis falſe trralon, and al le . 
That 


* 


Left Burgoyne and al the lande of Fraunce, 
Caſt on Moꝛdꝛede foz todo vengeaunce: 
Toke the lee wyth great apparayle, 
Caſt at Sandwiche to make his ariuaile, 


Moꝛdꝛed was redyw knightes agret nobze, 
Made a ſtrõg felde to mete him onthe plaine, 
In purpole fully Arthur to encombꝛe: 

It which arriuaple llayne was Gawapne, 
Coſyn to Arthur, a noble knight certaine: 
Eke Fguiſel was flayne on the ſtronde, 
Ayng of Scottes 02 he came to londe. 


Maugre Moꝛdꝛede Arthur dyd arrpue, 
The grounde recured lyke a manly knighte, 
Foz feare of whom anone after blyue 

The ſayde Moꝛdꝛed toke hym to the flyghte, 
And towarde London toke hys way ryghte, 
The gates (yt and kept was the cite 

Igaine Moꝛdzed, he myght haue none entre, 


In al haſte to Coꝛnwaple he fled, 

The ſwoꝛde of Arthur he durſt not abyde, 
Leſt he choulde lay his life to wed: 

pet foꝛ him ſelfe thus he gan pꝛouide, 
Dith multitude gathered on his ſyde 

Put life and dethe that day in auenture, 
There to dye,oz the felde recure. 


In foztune there map be no cerfayne, 

Upon whole whele al bꝛotilneſſe is founded, 
Moꝛdꝛed that day in the felde was ſlayne, 
Ind noble Arthur to the deth was wounded: 
By which the felde of bꝛitons was confo.ided 
Ol lo great laughter # good knightes lozne, 
Upona day men haue not lene bekoꝛzne. 


"After the battaile Arthur foz a whyle 

To ſtaunche his wotides # hurtes to teture, 
Boꝛne in a lytterrame to an ple 

Called Zualon, æ there ofauenture 

As the ſayd Gaulkride retoꝛdeth by leripture, 
How kyng Arthur flour of chiualrpe, : 
Was fet w his knightes a liueth pet in fairy, 


Thus of Baitayne tranſlated was that ſonne 
Up to the ryche (terry bꝛyghte Dongeon, 
Iſtronomers wel reherce konne. 

Called Arthurs conſtellacton, 

Wherhe ſit crowned in the heuenly mantion, 
Imyd the palaies of ones criſtalline. 
Tolde among rhziſten ofthe wozthies nyne. 


The eyght boke 
That Moꝛdꝛede made, he lyke a manly king 


This errour abideth yet among Bzytong, 
Which founded is vpon the pzopheſye 

Of olde Marlyn, lpke their opinion, 

He as a kyng is crowned in fairye, 

With ſceptre #\wozde and with his regalye 
Shal reloꝛt as lozde and loueraine, 7 
Out of fairy and reigne in Bzitayne, 


And repaire againe the rounde table, 

By pꝛophely of Merlpn let the date 

Among pzinces kyng incomparable, 

Dis ſete agayne to Carlion to tranſlate; 
The parchas ſuſterne ſpon ſo hys fate, 

His Epitaphe recozdeth ſo certayne, 

Here lieth king arthur p chal raigne agapne, 


Unto Bocas J wyl agapne retourne, 
Akoꝛe reherſed parcel of hys pꝛoweſſe, 
Theron to abyde me lyſt no moze ſoiourne, 
But to remembze the great vnkyndneſſe, 
(The conſpiracion, the ttealon, and falſnes, 
Done to king Arthur, by his colyn Moꝛdzed, 
Maze a Leuuop that al men map it rede. 


Cennope. 


his tragedy of Arthur here folowing, 
ol V pddeth Pzynces all beware of kalle 
reaſon: 


Foz in erth is none ſo perillous thynge 

As truſt of fayeth where is decepcion, 

Yyd vnder curtayne of falſe colluſton, 

Foꝛ which mẽ chuld J holde the coſicel good, 
Beware afoze euer of bnkinde blode. 


Che woꝛld diuers, koꝛtune aye chaungeable; 
n euer countre and euery region 
n a ſtraite nede fewe frendes abyde able, 
Long abſence cauſeth dilcencion: 
And if pztnces by falſe diuiſion, 
Nygh ofalye ſhe we two faces in one hode, 
Let men beware ener of vnkynde blode. 


Who was moze hardy of pzinces here reignig 
Oz moꝛe famous of matciall renoun, 

Tha whilom was his enemies outrainge, 
Itthur,chefe ſonne of Bzutug albion: 

But foz al that the diſpoſicion 

Of fate and foꝛtune moſt furious æ wode, 
Cauſed his diſtruccion by vnkynde blode. 


What moze cõtrarious to nature in ſhewinge 


Chan fapze pꝛetence double ol entencion,. 
Great 


of John Bothas 


Great aliaunces frowardly wozkyng 

Yid vader floures a ſerpent caſt poiſon, 
Bꝛyght liluer ſcaled domageth the dzagon , 
Eche wozme loe party tarageth of his bzode , 
And what moze perilous than vnkinde blodz 


Noble pzinces on Arthur remembzinge, 
Deme the day of Phebus going doun, 

Al is not golde that is clere chininge. 

Afoze pꝛouided of your in warde reaſon, 
Falſe vndermining and ſupplantacion: 
Remembzing aye with Arthur how it ſtode, 
By conſpiracion of vnkynde blode. 


An exclamacion of Bochas 
agayne kynredes vn- 
kynde, 


Y| — kynredes and bnkynde alyaun- 

ces, 

| Bochas maketh here an erclamacion, 
Upon Moꝛdꝛede whyche wyth hys oꝛ⸗ 

dinaunces 

Cauſed of Arthur finall diſtruccion, 

The kame eclypſinge ot Bzutus albyon: 

Not wythſtandyng plainly todiſcriue, 

De truſted him aboue al men alpue. 


It is a meruayle and bncouth to deuyſe 
By what occaſion,oz by what cozrage 
That a man ſhoulde in any maner wyſe, 
Be founde vnkinde vnto his linage, 
Yateful to god, that in any age 

Blode agayne blode boꝛne of one kynred, 
Conſpire ſhould oft malice and hatrede. 


In this matter it were but bayne to tarp, 
The ſtoꝛy knowe of Arthur and Moꝛdzede 
By blode alied in wozkyng moſt contrary 
Which made many a Bziton knyght to blede: 
Foz by vlurpyng conſpiracion x falchede 

Ok the lapd Moꝛdꝛede moſt infoztunate, 
Cauſed al Bzitayne to ſtande deſolate, 


Fpꝛſt deſolate by abſence of their kynge, 
Called in his tyme ofkynges moſt notable, 
The defolacion ofknyghtes abydynge 
Whilome in Bzitairie,famous c honozable, 
Bꝛethern echone of the rounde table: 

Which by Moꝛdꝛed ß falſe foꝛſwoꝛn knight; 
Stode longe eclipled a dyꝛked of his lyghte. 


Che light ok nobleſſe | hone in Bzitaine 
By kalle Mozdzed was dirked ol his bemes, 


Fol. bii. 


The monarchye departed was on twayne 
That ſtode firſt one with his martial trems: 
But afterward the bꝛightnes ol hys beames 
Dꝛough to decline, by falſe diuiſion 

Which hath diſtroied ful many a region, 


Al the pꝛoteſle vpon a duplicite | 


Plainely concludeth, æ that is blode vnkynd, | 


Adue welfare and all pꝛolperite 

Where peace and concozde is left behynde, 
Trees may not thꝛiue departed fro the rinde, 
A plaine example in Arthur # Moꝛdꝛede 
Who can concepue and liſt the ſtozy rede. 


The. xxbi. Chapter. 


Ok Giſiuill kynge of Uenandze 
and of thzee other kinges, and 
howe they were 
diſtroted, 


ter all theſe ſtraunge Vncouthe 

|thynges 

£4 Tofoze Jhon Bochas as made is 

| Imencion, | 

There came foure myghtye kyn- 
es, 

Fo: to complayne their deſolacion: 

Fyꝛſt Giſiuill kyng of the region, 

Called Uenandꝛe, in werres ful contraire, 

Unto a pꝛince called Beliſaire, 


And to this laide noble Beliſaire 

Full renomed that tyme in chiualry, 

The kyng or Gothes was alſo aduer ſapre: 
Ind both atones ofhatred and enup, 
Iſſented fully to holde champerty — = 
Gapne Beliſaire, which thzoughe his hie re- 
Toke thẽ both x caſt the in pꝛilon. (noun. 


There is no moze of the in Bochas founde, 
But after them in oꝛder by wꝛityng 

Came Imarales wyth many blody wound, 
Which in his tyme was of Mawres kynge , 
Without cauſe oꝛ title of any thynge (right, 
Upon Jane Sanguin gan werray agayne 
Which thzough Affrik was one þ belt knight. 


The ſayde Jane armed in plate and mayle 
Met Amarales in Iffrike on a ſande, 


And helde with him a mighty ſtrong bataile, 
And lyke a knight ſiewe hym wyth his hand: 


Dꝛoue al his people pzoudly fro that _ : 


Ind in my boke there is none other mynde, 
To beremembzed ot him that J can fynde. 


Than Synduall of Bzetaine loꝛde d kyng 
Tokoꝛe Bochas put him ſelife in pꝛees, 

Gan chewe his miſchefe pitiouſip wepyng, 
Whan he helde werre wylfull x recheles 
Agapne a pꝛince, called Narſates: 

A Komapne knight feirſe, hardy, a ſtronge, 
In his defence wha men wold do hun wog. 


This Narlates, of caſe oz auenture, 
Though he in dede was a manly knyght, 
He kayled membzes in lothe of engendzure, 
His aduerſaries echon he put to flight: 
Toke their king x fozthwith anone ryght 
As the cronicle playnly doth recozde, 


Hye on a galowes he hinge him with a coꝛde. 


Of Narſates after this victozy, 

Lyng Totila had full great diſdaine, 

With a great hoſt moſt popous in vis glozy, 
Came vpon him,and met hym in a playne, 
With multitude though he were ouerlapne, 
Turnyng Totila which many man behelde, 
Of Narlates was llayne in the kelde. 


In oder next Bochas doth wzite 

Of Gepidoys, howe king Trulmonde 
Required him that he woulde endite 

The gret aduerſites in which he dyd haboũd, 
And of his doughter called Roſamounde, 
The vnhappy chaunce to make a dilcrpue: 
To whom foztune was contrary al her lpue. 


Albuinus king of Lombardy 

Which many a lande helde in ſubiectfon, 
Conquered Beme, Pꝛage and Yungery, 
The land of Gepedois with manye a region: 
Fought with their as made is mencion, 
Slewe in battaile the laid Truſmonde, 
Wedded after his doughter Roſamonde, 


Myne auctour gretly comendeth her beaute, 
And wzyteth alſo che was but young of age, 
Whole ſt oꝛy firſt whan J dyd ſe, 

Howe vngracious alſo was her mariage, 

J gan were pale and dead in my vilage 
Greatly aſtoined confuſe of very ſhame 
To waite the ſtozy,in hindzing of her name. 


J wyll fozbeare and lightly paſſe here, 
The ſurpluſage lightipe ouerpaſſe 
Foz by and by to tel all the manete 


The eyghtboke 


Of felonies that dyd in hertes brate, 

It QGoulde blot this boke, and eke deface: 
Foz which J caſt truely and not fayle 
Touching her ſtoꝛp, to make reyerlaile. 


Che. xxbii. Chapter 


S bowe Jlbuinas was murdzed 
by hys wile, and howe Ge moſte 
vpcious m after murdzed 
0, 


Inge Albuinus as ye hall vnder⸗ 
ſtande, 
kter many a conqueſt and victozpe 
La Wyyche he hadde bothe on lee and 
ande, 


To put his triumphes in memozy 

Let crye a feaſt, to his encrele of glozy, 
At whiche feeſt ſolempne and pzincipall, 
So as he late in his eſtate royall, 


Parcell foꝛ pꝛide, parcel foz gladneſfe, 

The quene pꝛelent the ſayd Rolamonde, 
Take a (uppziled he was wyth dꝛonkenes, 
Ok ſtronge wynes, whych þ day did haboid; 
Sent a Goblet ok golde as it is founde, 
Unto the quene with licour full plealaunt, 
Bad to her father che choulde dzinke a taunt, 


She dempt it was a maner mokerp, 

Firſt her name and wozſhyp to conkounde, 
To byd her dzinke ataunt foz her party 

To her father, this lapd Truſmounde, 
Slaine afoꝛe wyth many blody wounde, 
By Ilbuinus thzough his bnhappy chaunce, 
Of whych rebuke che caſt todo vengeaunce, 


She bare the rancour ful long in her entent, 
Whiche dap by day gan renewe & encreale:; 
A tertapne ſquier he made of her aſſent 
It to atctompiyche che woulde neuer ceaſe, 
Ind on another ſquier che gan pzeace, 
Called Perdius,accozded all in one, 

This faife murdze to execute anone. 


Che daye was ſet, whyle he lay a flepe 
Fyll vpon hun tb harpe ſwozdes grounde, 
Her loꝛde was ſlayne alas he toke no kepe: 
Oz he died of foꝛtune he hath founde 

A lpeares head to a tronchon bounde, 


of John Bochas 


Him lelfke defending in thatmoztall ſtrife, 
But llaine he was by treaſon of his wife. 


Itter this murdꝛe to eſcape fro daunger, 
This Rolamonde fled awaye by night, 
With her went Melchis her lquier, 
Toke a (yp ſapled by ſterre light: 

To Rauenne they toke the waye ryghte, 
Led with them foz refute and ſocour, 
Of Albuinus al the hole treaſour, 


After he was wedded to Melchiſe, 

Man of this wozide ſtode moſt in her grace, 
Her loue appalled, let of him no pziſe, 

Foz ſhe not coude be content in one place, 
Her toye was euer newe thing to purchace: 
To aſſaye many neuer pleaſed with one, 
Tyll by experience the pzeued had echone, 


Pꝛouoſt of Rauenne and chefe gouernour 
Foz the excellence ofher great beaute, 
Aboue al women loued her peramour, 
Whan che entred fyꝛſt that cite: 

Ind thꝛough her fraude and duplieite 

She caſt to murdꝛe, in her frowarde aupte, 
Her newe huſband that called was Melchis. 


The hote ſommer in luſty freche Map, 

The lame Melchis foꝛ hete and werines 
Him ſelte to bathe went a certayne dap, 
Caught a great thurſt of very fapntnes, 
And Koſamonde of infernall falſnes, 

Toke a goblet with licour great foilon, 
Gaue him to dꝛzinke wine medled with polls, 


He danke vp halfe and therwithal he gan, 
B2elt and belly to ſwell and to arpſe, 
Intoxicate wext deadely pale and wan: 
And whan he dyd her treaſon aduertile, 
He made her dꝛinke in the ſame wile, 


Fol. ir 


Maugre her wyll che might it not reſtrapue, 
Guerdon koꝛ murder, they died bothe twayac, 


In this chapter but litle fruite J fynde, 
Saue onely thys, to put in rememb2aunce 
That folke choulde call agayne to mynde 
Murdꝛe afoꝛe god requyzeth aye begeaunce: 
This funeral tozy waped in balaunce, 
Wꝛought by Melchis compaſſed and founde, 
By falſe treaſon of curſed Rolamounde. 


Slewe firſt her lozde Ilbuinus as J lapde, 


Two of her {quiers dyd execucion 

Out of his ſlepe whan he dyd abꝛayde: 

Let counterpayſe what was her guerdon, 
Ech murdzed other by dꝛinking of poiſon, 
Melchis dzank tirſt, a next dzak Rolamoãde, 
It them it gan # to the it dyd rebounde, 


Counterpapſed one murder fo2 an other, 
Albuinus ſlapne by Koſamounde hys wyfe, 
By aſſent of Melchis, ⁊ after eche to other 
The poiſon parted, there gan a fatall ſtrife: 
Murder foz murder, they both loſt their life, 
Who vſeth falſnes ful wel affirme J dare, 
Shal with falſnes be quit oz he be ware. 


As they departed,ſuch part agatne they toke, 
As men delerue luche hall be their mede, 
This frowarde ſtoꝛye ende ofthe eight boke, 
Of Rolamonde # Melchis wzought in dede, 
Foz ſhoꝛt concluſion byddeth men take hede: 
They ſhall agayne receiue ſuch meaſour, 

Is they meaſure vnto their neighbour, 


A Thus endeth the eyght boke and 
herafter foloweth the 
nynthe. 


1 


Dd. i. 


„ 


Ind in my boke there is none other mynde, 
To be temembꝛed ot him that J can fynde. 


Than Synduall of Bzetaine loꝛde a kyng 
Tofoze Bochas put him ſelke in pꝛees, 

Gan chewe his milchefe pitiouſip wepyng, 
Whan he helde werre wylfull x recheles 
Agapnea pꝛince, called Narſates: 

AX Komapne knight feirſe,hardy,# ſtronge, 
In his defence wha men wold do hun wog 


This Narſates,ofcaſe oz auenture, 
Though hein dede was a manly knyght, 

He fayled membzes in lothe of engendzure, 
His aduerſaries echon he put to flight: 
Toke their king x fozthwith anone ryght 
As the cronicle plapnly doth recozde, 

Hye on a galowes he hinge him with a cozde, 


Of Narſates after this victozy, 

Ayng Totila had full great diſdaine, 

With a great hoſt moſt popous tn yis glozy, 
Came vpon him,and met hym in a playne, 
With multitude though he were ouerlapne, 
Turnyng Totila which many man behelde, 
Of Narlates was llayne in the felde, 


In o2der next Bochas doth wzite 

Of Geptdoys,howe king Trulmonde 
Required him that he woulde endite 

The gret aduerſites in which he dyd haboũd, 
And of his doughter called Roſamounde, 
The vnhappy chaunce to make a dilcrpue: 
To whom foztune was contrary al her lpue. 


Ilbuinus king of Lombardy 

Which many a lande helde in ſubiection, 
Conquered Beme, Pꝛage and Hungerp, 
The land of Gepedois with manpye a region: 
Fought with their as made is mencion, 
Slewe in battaile the laid Truſmonde, 
Wedded after his doughter Roſamonde, 


Myne auctour gretly comendeth her beaute, 
And wꝛyteth alſo che was but young of age, 
Whole ſtoꝛp firſt whan J dpd ſe, 

Howe vngracious alſo was her mariage, 

J gan were pale and dead in my bilage 
Greatly aſtoined confuſe of very ame * 
To waite the ſtoꝛp, in hindzing of her name. 


I wyll fozbeare and lightly paſſe here, 
The ſurpluſage lightipe ouerpaſſe 
Foz by and by to tel all the manete 


The eyghtboke 


Of felonies that dyd in hertes bzace, 

It Goulde blot this boke,and eke deface: 
Foz which J caſt truely and not fayle 
Touching her ſtoꝛp, to make reherlaile. 


Che. xxbii. Chapter 


t 


Howe JFlbuinas was murdzed 
by hys wife, and howe the moſte 
vpcious _ after murdzed ' 
0, f 


Inge Albuinus as ye hall vndez 


Bal 
| . ſtande, 


J After many a conqueſt and bicto 

VS 2 
. Whyche he hadde bothe on ſee 
ande, 


To put his triumphes in memoꝛy | 
Let crye a feaſt, to his encreſe of glozy, | 
At whiche fee(t ſolempne and pzincipall, | 
So as he late in his eſtate royall, 


Parcell foꝛ pꝛide, parcel foꝛ gladneſſe, | 
(The quene pꝛelent the ſayd Roſamonde, 
Take a luppꝛiled he was wyth d2onkenes, 
Of ſtronge wynes.whych þ day did habo 
Sent a Goblet ofgolde as it is founde, 
Unto the quene with licour full plealaunt, 
Bad to her father Ge Qoulde dzinke a taun 


She dempt it was a maner mokery, 

Firſt her name and wozſhyp to confounde, 
To byd her dzinke ataunt foz her party 

To her father,this lapd Truſmounde, 
Slaine afoꝛe wyth many blody wounde, 
By Ilbuinus thzough his bnhappy chaunce, 
Of whych rebuke the caſt todo vengeaunce, 


She bare the rancour ful long in her entent, 
Whiche day by day gan renewe @ encreale: 
A tertapne ſquier he made of her aſſent 
It to actompiyche che woulde neuer ceaſe, 
Ind on another ſquier che gan pzeace, 
Called Perdius, accoꝛded all in one, 

This talſe murdꝛe to execute anone. 


r 
= N 


Che daye was ſet, whyle he lay a flepe 
Fyll vpon hun w harpe lwoꝛdes grounde, 
Her loꝛde was ſlayne alas he toke no kepe: 
£2 he died of foꝛtune he hath kounde 

A (peares head to a tronchon bounde, 


of John Bochas Fel.xtr* 

Him ſelfe defending in thatmoztall ſtrife, Maugre her wyll che might it not refirapne, 

But llaine he was by treaſon of his wake, Guerdon to2 murder, they died bothe twayac, 

Ffter this murdꝛe to eſcape fro daunger, In this chapter but litle fruite J fynde, 

This Rolamonde fled awaye by night, Saue onely thys, to put in remembꝛaunce 

With her went Melchis her lquier, That folke choulde call agayne to mynde 

Toke a (yp lapled by ſterre light: Murdꝛe afoꝛe god reauvꝛetn ave nogeaunce: 
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He dꝛanke vp halfe and therwithal he gan, Thus endeth the eyght boke and 
Bꝛeſt and belly to ſwell and to aryſe, herafter foloweth the 
Intoxicate wert deadely pale and wan: nynthe. 

And whan he dyd her treaſon aduertiſe, *. 

He made her dꝛinke in the ſame wile, 


Dd. i. 


Ind in my boke there is none other mynde, 
To be temembꝛed ot him that J can fynde. 


Than Synduall of Bzetaine loꝛde & kyng 
Tofoze Bochas put him ſelfe in pꝛees, 
Ganthewe his milchefe pitiouſly wepyng, 
Whan he helde werre wylfull x recheles 
Agapne a pꝛince, called Narſates: 

AX Komapne knight feirſe, hardy, æ ſtronge, 
In his defence wha men wold do hun wog. 


This Narlates, of caſe oz auenture, 
Though he in dede was a manly knyght, 

He fayled membzes in lothe of engendzure, 
His aduerſaries echon he put to flight: 
Toke their king x fozthwith anone ryght 
As the cronicle playnly doth recozde, 

Hye on a galowes he hinge him with a code. 


Of Narſates after this victoꝛy, 

Lyng Totila had full great diſdafne, 

With a great hoſt moſt popous in yis glozy, 
Came vpon him, and met hym in a playne, 
With multitude though he were ouerlapne, 
Turnyng Totila which many man behelde, 
Of Narlates was llayne in the kelde. 


In oꝛder next Bochas doth wzite 

Of Gepidoys, howe king Trulmonde 
Required him that he woulde endite 

The gret aduerſites in which he dyd haboũd, 
And of his doughter called Roſamounde, 
The vnhappy chaunce to make a dilcrpue: 
To whom foztune was contrary al her lpue. 


Ilbuinus king of Lombardy 

Which many a lande helde in ſubiectfon, 
Conquered Beme, Pꝛage and Hungery, 
The land of Gepedois with manye a region: 
Fought with their as made is mencton , 
Slewe in battaile the laid Truſmonde, 
Wedded after his doughter Roſamonde, 


Myne auctour gretly comendeth her beaute, 
And wꝛyteth alſo che was but young of age, 
Whole ſt oꝛy firſt whan J dyd ſe, 

Howe vngracious alſo was her mariage, 

J gan were pale and dead in my vilage 
Greatly aſtoined confuſe of very hame * 
To waite the ſtoꝛp, in hindzing ol her name. 


J wyll fozbeare and lightly paſſe here, 
The ſurpluſage lightiye ouerpaſſe 
Foz by and by to tel all the manete 
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Of felonies that dyd in hertes bꝛate, 

It choulde blot this boke,and eke deface: 
Foz which J caſt truely and not fayle 
Touching her ſtoꝛʒp, to make reherlaile. 


Che. xxbii. Chapter 


©DYowe JFlbuinas was murdzed 
by hys wife, and howe che moſte 
vpcious o_ after murdzed 
0, 


ſtande, 
After many a conqueſt and victoꝛpe 
Whyche he hadde bothe on ſee and 


lande, 
To put his triumphes in memozy 

Let crye a feaſt, to his encreſe of glozy, 
At whiche fee(t ſolempne and pꝛincipall, 
So as he late in his eſtate royall, 


Parcell foz pꝛide, parcel foꝛ gladneſſe, 
(The quene pꝛeſent the ſayd Rolamonde, 
(Take a ſuppꝛiled he was wyth d2onkenes, 
Of ſtronge wynes.,whych p day did haboid; 
Sent a Goblet ofgolde as it is founde, 
Unto the quene with licour full plealaunt, 
Bad to her father Ge Qoutde dzinke a taunt, 


She dempt it was a maner mokery, 

Firſt yer name and woꝛchyp to confounde, 
To byd her dzinke ataunt foz her party 

To her father, this lapd Truſmounde, 
Slaine afoꝛe wyth many blody wounde, 
By Ilbuinus thzough his bnhappy chaunce, 
Of whych rebuke the caſt todo vengeaunce, 


She bare the rancour ful long in her entent, 
Whiche day by day gan renewe & encreaſe: 
A tertapne (quier he made of her aſſent 
It to attompiyche che woulde neuer ceaſe, 
Ind on another ſquier che gan peace, 
Called Perdius, accoꝛded all in one, 

This talſe murdze to execute anone. 


The daye was ſet, whyle he lay a flepe 
Fyll vpon hum w harpe woꝛdes grounde, 
Her loꝛde was ſlapne alas he toke no kepe: 
Oz he died of foꝛtune he hath founde 

A (peares head to a tronchon bounde, 
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Him ſelke defending in thatmoztall ſtrife, 
But ſlaine he was by treaſon of his wake, 


Ffter this murdꝛe to eſcape fro daunger, 
This Rolamonde fled awape by night, 
With her went Melchis her lquier, 
Toke a (yp ſapled by ſterre light: 

To Rauenne they toke the waye ryghte, 
Led with them foz refute and ſocour, 
Of Albuinus al the hole treaſour, 


After che was wedded to Melchiſe, 

Wan of this wozlde ode moſt in her grace, 
Her loue appalled, ſet of him no pile, 

Foz ſhe not coude be content in one place, 
Her iope was euer newe thing to purchace: 
To aſſaye many neuer pleaſed with one, 
Tyll by experience the pzeued had echone, 


Pꝛouoſt of Rauenne and chefe gouernour 
Foz the excellence ofher great beaute, 
Aboue al women loued her peramour, 
Whan che entred fyꝛſt that cite: 

Ind thꝛough her fraude and duplicite 

She caſt to murdze, in her frowarde auyce, 
Her newe hulband that called was Melchis. 


The hote ſommer in luſty freche Map, 

The lame Melchis foꝛ hete and werines 
Him ſelte to bathe went a certayne day, 
Caught a great thurſt of very fapntnes, 
And Koſamonde of infernall falſnes, 

Toke a goblet with licour great foilon, 
Gaue him to dzinke wine medled with poilõ. 


He dꝛanke vp halfe and therwithal he gan, 
B2elt and belly to ſwell and to aryſe, 
Intoxicate wext deadely pale and wan: 
And whan he dyd her treaſon aduertile, 
He made her dꝛinke in the ſame wile, 
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Maugre her wyll che might it not reſtrayue, 
Guerdon foz murder, they died bothe twayne. 


In this chapter but litle fruite J fynde, 
Saue onely thys, to put in rcemembꝛaunce 
That folke choulde call agayne to mynde 
Murdꝛe afoꝛe god requyzeth aye begeaunce: 
This funeral Rozy waped in balaunce, 
Wꝛought by Melchis compaſſed and founde, 
By falſe treaſon ofcurſed Rolamounde. 


Slewe firſt her lozde Albuinus as J lapde, 


Two of her ſquiers dyd erecucion 

Out ok his ſlepe whan he dyd abzapde : 

Let counterpayle what was her guerdon, 
Ech murdzed other by dꝛinking of poiſon, 
Melchis dzank tirſt,# next dꝛaͤk Rolamoãde, 
It them it gan to the it dyd rebounde. 


Counterpayſed one murder foꝛ an other, 
Albuinus flapne by Koſamounde hys wyfe, 
By aſſent of Melchis, x after eche to other 
The poiſon parted, there gan a fatall ſtrife: 
Murder foz murder, they both loſt their life, 
Who vſeth falſnes ful wel affirme J dare, 
Shal with kallnes be quit oz he be ware. 


Is they departed, ſuch part againe they toke, 
As men delerue luche hall be their mede, 
This frowarde ſtoꝛye ende of the eight boke, 
Of Roſamonde # Melchis wꝛought in dede, 
Foz (hozt concluſion byddeth men take hede: 
They ſhall agayne receiue ſuch meaſour, 

Is they meaſure vnto their neighbour, 


Thus endeth the eyght boke and 
herafter foloweth the 
nynthe, 


* 
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Fol. xx. 


C Hovve the Emperoure Mauricius 


bys wyfe and hys childꝛen were layne 
at Calcidony, 


O Frances Petrark as 
* N Bochas bndertoke, 
In elchewyng of ſouth 

WY > ful pdeines, 
As he began taccoplyſh 
Ir — de hym do 
< ratice made hym 
bis bulines: 


The nynth boke,ſo god wold gyue him grace 
It to perfozine if he had lyte and ſpace, 


At the beginnyng ſothly ol his labour, 

In his ſtudy there dyd to hym appeare 
Mauricius, the myghty Emperour, 

Which complayned reherſynge the manere 
Howe he by Phocas cruell of loke # chere, 
Diſtroied was, wyfe, chudzẽ, and kinrede, 
The llaughter couth, who lyſt the ſtozie rede. 


The lapd Maurice as wzite Bochas Jhon, 
Was by Phocas bzought to diſtruction: 
Dis wyke and childzen were laine cchone, 
At Calcidony,as made is mencion. 

After whole deth he toke poſſeſſion 

The ſayd Phocas, as put is in memo2y; 
Gaue Pantheon to ſapnt Gregozye . 


Whyche was a temple ok olde foundacion 
Ful ofydols,vp ſer on hye ſtages, 
(There,th2oughe the woꝛlde of euery nation 
Were of theyz goddes ſet vp great ymages: 
To euery kingdom direct were their vilages, 
Is Poetes and Fulgens by hys liue 

In bokes olde plainely doth dyſcriue, 


Euery ymage had in his hande a bell, 

Is appartepneth to euery nation, 

Which by craft ſome token ſhoulde tel 

Whan any kingdome fil in rebellion, 

Oz gan maligne agayne Rome toun: 

Which to tedꝛelle wrong a myghty hande, 
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Sent a pzince to chaſtice al that lande. 


The ſaide temple builded of lime and ſtone, 
| ——— as bookes ſpecify, 

her it was firſt called Pantheon, 
Set vp croſſes vpon eche partye, 
Halowed it to martirs and to Mary: 
pere by pere gynnyng of Nouembze | 
The feaſt hold the martiloge doth remembꝛe. 


In Alia this Emperour Maurice was lain, 
In the cite that called isCalcidony, 
Al his houcholde and many good Komalne 
By Phocas a percies(as had is in memozye ) 
And Phocas after foz his vaynglozy 
Slaine by Yeraclius,he thi was Emperour 
Four à twenty wynter he was goucrnour, 
The.it.Chapter 3 
C Ot achomet the falle pꝛophet, and how 
he beyng dꝛonke was deuoured a⸗ 
monge (wine, 

Fter the deth of Phocas as J tolde, 
Wyã Yeraclius to raine firſt began, 
Came Mahomet, in his time xhold 

A falſe pzophet and a magician, 

As bokes olde well reherce can 

Boꝛne in Irabia, but of low kynred 

All his like wozthipped ydols in dede. 

And whan that he grewe in to great age, 
Diſceyuable in many ſondzie wyſes, 

with Camels vled fy2\t his cariage 
Falſe and double, and ſubtle in his diuiſes 
De went to Egipt and fette marchandiſes, 
To Jewes #chziſten he ſondꝛie times ſent, 
Learned the olde and the newe teſtament, 
As bokes olderecozdt in that partie, 

Thys Mahomet, this curled falſe man 
Out of Egipre faſt gan hym hye 


Towarde a countre called Cozoſan, 
With a lady that hight Coꝛdian: 
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Thzough his ſubtill falſe daliaunce 
By cratte he fyll in to her acquaintaunce . 


He wꝛought by his enchauntementes 

Ind by falſe meanes of nygromancy, 

Her enclyning towarde his ententes, 

Foz both he coude flatter wel and lpe: 

Sayd openly that he was Melly, 

Jewes abiding vpon his cömyng, 

As greatteſt pzophet # their ſouerayne kyng. 


Thus the people he bꝛought in great errour 
By his techyng and his falſe doctryne, 

He wext among them a great gouernour: 
The laide lady alſo dyd to him enclyne, 

Is to a pꝛophet whych that was diuine, 
Sent from aboue as che dyd vaderſtande, 
F o2 whyche che toke him to her hulbande. 


His lynage gan at Diſmaell, 

Had a ſyckene Te,tull ofte ſithe fyll doun, 

In his excuſe ſaied that Gabztell 
Was ſent to him fro the heauenlp mancion, 
By the holy goſt, to his inſtruction: 

And koꝛ the Angell chewed him lelfe lo chene, 
To ſtande vp2ight he myght not luſtene. 


On his Goulder were oft tymes leyne 
Whan he to folke ſhewed his pꝛelence, 
Mile white doues which that piked greine 
Out of his eares,affirmyng in ſentence 
They came by grace of goſtly inſtuence 

Dim to viſite,to (ewe and ſpecifye 

He was the pꝛophet that called was Melly, 


Newe lawes alſo he dyd oꝛdaine, 

Shewed lignes by falſe apparence, 

Lyke Moiles him lelfe he dyd feyne 

A pꝛophet of molt excellence, 

And thervpon to ſhewe an euidence 

Smal pottes wyth mylke and hony bone 
On a great bull were hanged on eche hozne, 


He made the people gyue credulite 

To his Doctrine and froward teachyng, 

By mylke and hony figured was plente, 

By the merite ok his goſtly wozkyng: 

And thus he was at his beginnyng 

Take ot Saraſis, as they gan to him dꝛaw, 
Whych by falſe errour bounde tht to his law. 


A clerke of his called Sergius 
Wꝛote his lawes, and theſe miracles thꝛe: 
Firſt of the doues howe they came to hi thus 


Is here tofoze reherſed was by me: 

Howe myltze a hony were tokens of plente, 
And ol the Bull afoze by craft made tame, 
By kalle diſceytes to gete hym a name. 


Ok Arabiens and Saraſins as J rede, 
And of Turkes made pꝛince # gouernour, 
With Hyſmaelytes # folke of Perce g; mede 
He gadered people gan were a warriour 
Agapne Eraclius the myghty emperour: 
And vſurped to ride in the contrees, 

Gate Aliſandzy wyth many mo citees, 


Of tho parties deſirous to be kynge. 

Ok that purpole whan he was let aſyde, 
The people falſiy dyſſimulynge 

Tolde he was lent pꝛophetes to pꝛouyde 
Foz tho coũtrees, foʒ to be their gyde: 
And fozhe was lecherous ofcozage, 

He made of Uenus to ſet vp an pmage. 


Made Sarazins to woꝛchip the friday, 
Semblably hys ſtoꝛy dothe expꝛeſſe, 
So as the Jewes halowed the ſaturday: 
All his wozkes concluding in falſnes. 
Whan he dꝛanke wyne fyl in dzonkenes, 
Taught the people like a falſe pꝛophet, 
To dꝛinke water and good wyne to lete. 


As J (aydthe heretyke Sergius 

With him of counſatie,frowarde & contrary, 
Fone to our faycth he and Neſtozius 

From holy churche greatly they gan vary: 
On whole errours Bochas liſt not tary, 
Mozeto wꝛite of this Wachomete, 

JI nygromancian and a falſe pꝛophete. 


Who lift to ſe his lawes euerychon 

Peue to Sarazins,his boke ci bete wytnes , 
As they be let in his Ilkeron, 

Echone in oꝛdꝛe grounded on falſneſſe: 
Lykea glotton dyed indzonkenneſſe, 

By exteſſe of dꝛinkynge moch wyne, 

Fyll in a podell, æ deuoured among (wyne, 


Thys was the ende of falſe Machomete, 
Foꝛ all his craftes ofnigromancy, 

The funerall fine of this ſaide pꝛophete 
Dꝛonklewe of kynde, called him lelfe Meſſie, 
Whom Sarasins ſo gretly magnifye, 
'Jhon Bothas let be foz a quene of Fraunce 
MWoze of his errour to put in remembzaunce. 


The.tti, Chapter, 


Howe 


of John Bochas 


(& Howe Bzounchylde a quene of Fraunce 
ſlewe her kin, bzought the land in diui⸗ 
ſion, and after was hanged 
EX hewen inpeces 
(mall, 


She came araped nothyngelyke 
AN * a quene, 

Her heer vntreſſed, Bochas toke 

ya good hede, 

f n al his booke he had afoze not 
ene 
A moze wofull creature in dede, 
With weping eyen, to toꝛne was al her wede, 
Rebuking Bochas caule he had left behynde 
Her wzetchednes foz to put in mynde. 


Unto inyne auctour ſodaynly the abzayde 
Like a woman that were with wo chekmate 
Firſt of al thus to him Ge (aide: 

Sometyme J was a quene ot great eſtate 
Crowned in Fraunce, but nowe all diſolate 
Iſtand fozſoth, Bꝛoũſhilde was my name 
Which to reherle J haue a maner chame. 


Thou were buſy to wꝛite the wofull caag 
Within thy boke of Arcinoe, | 
Dyddeſt ſernice to quene Cleopatras, 

Of Roſamonde thou wzote allo parde, 

And amonge al thou haſt fozgotenme 
Whereby it lemeth thou doeſt at me diſdayne 
Liſt no parcell to wzite of my paine. 


Whan Bochas herd this of chere he wert (ad, 

Knowyng nothyng of that che dyd endure, 
wyſſe (quod he)afoze I haue not rad 

1 n no croniclenoz ia no lcripture 

Ok pour frowarde wokull auenture 

Ho (quod che) I pzay you take good hede 

So as they fyll J wil reherce in dede. 


Bochas with Bzounchilde gan debate anon 
Sothly( quod he)this is the condicion 

Ok you women almoſt euerychone 

Pe haue thys maner wythout excepcion, 

Ok pour naturall inclinacion, 

Ok youre declaring thys obſeruaunce to kepe 
Nothynge to ſay contrary to your woꝛchepe. 


Nature hath taught you all that is wꝛõge to 
Under a curtaine al thig foztohyde, Cexcule; 
With litel graine your chaſte ye tan abule, 
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On your dekautes pe lyſt not foꝛ to abide, 
The gaule touched al that pe ſet aſyde 
Shewe roles kreche wedes pe let paſſe, 
Ind faireſt chere there ye molt treſpaſſe; 


And it ye hall tel pout owne tale 

Howe ye fil fro foztunes whele, 

Pe wyl bncloſe but a litel male, 
Shewe of your vyces but a (mal percele: 
Bꝛotle glaſſe ſheweth bzighter than ſtele, 
And though of vertue ye chew a faire pꝛetẽtce, 
He is a kole that peueth to pou credence. 


Quod B2ounthilde J do ryght well eſpye 
Thou haſte of women a falſe opinion, 
Howe they can flatter wele and1ye ; 
Ind ben diuers of dilpolicion, 

Thou myghteſt haue made an excepcion 
Ok hie eſtates and them that gentle bene, 
Namely of me that was ſogreat a quene, 


Pour hye eſtate by kynd hath no power 
To chaunge in nature nouther cold noz hete, 
But let vs paſſe and leaue this matter 
Theron to abyde oꝛ any moze fo plete, 
Ofyour complaint ſay to me the greate: 

By way of ſeruyce to you J hall mequyte 
As ye declare take my penne and wzite, 


Take hedecquod che) and with good auice 
Fro the trouthe beware that thou ne varye, 
Whilom in Fraunce reigned kyng Clowile 
Dad a ſonne that named was Clothary, 
Clothar had an heire p named was Lotarye, 
And this Lotary named the ſeconde , 

Had ſonnes four in ſtozy it is founde: 


To the cronicle who can take hede 

As it is put in remembꝛaunte, 

Whan their father the mighty kig was dead, 
Atwene theſe foure was parted all Fraunce: 
Eche by him ſelfe to haue gouernaunce 

By one aſſent as bꝛothet vnto brother, 
Wearing their crownes ech quit the to other, 


The ſame time J called Bzounchylde 
Me lyſt not varye from the olde wzitinge, 
Had a father named Leuechylde, 

Ok all Spayne ſoueraine lozde and kynge: 
My ſayd father to ful great hyndzing 

Of bothe realmes, the fame ranne ſo ferre 
TweneSpatne # Fratice gan moztal werre, 
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The bꝛethern four in Fraũce trowned kings 
Agayne my father made ſtrong detence, 

Ot marcial pꝛide and toztunat chaungynges 
Whan they met by moztall violence 

Ok lodayne Aaughter tyll ſuch peſtilence 

On outher partpe, the felde like a great flode 
Wich rhe tirrible effuſion of blode, 


To both realmes 5 werres were impoztable 
Cauſyng of deth paſſyng great domage, 
Sought meanes,wert by aſſent tretable, 
Ol blode chedyng to appeaſe the wofull rage, 
By one accoꝛde J was yeue in mariage 

To Sigebert reignyng tho in Fraunce, 

T wen? both realmes to make aliaunce. 


Naycquod Bochas) J deme it was not ſo, 
Twene you # me there muſt begyn a ſtrife, 
Be aduiled take good hede therto 

The firſt aſſuraunce of mariage in your lyfe, 
Ok Chilperik ye were the wedded wytfe, 
Cronicles ſene what euer ye crpzelle, 

In this matter wil beare w me wytnes. 


Though ſome bokes reherce and ſo (ayne 
Lyke as ye haue made here mencion, 
Their reherſaile ſtande in no certaine 
Foz by the aſſent ofouther region 
Spaine and Fraunce in their conuencion, 


Oꝛdained lo, in my tendꝛe age 
To Sigebert J was peue in mariage. 


Imeneus was not there pꝛelent 

Wyan he toke our chambze towarde nyght, 
Foz Theſiphone her ſuſterne of aſſent 
Jafernall goddeſſes bare the toꝛches lyght, 
And as the tozches Gewed derke and bzighte 
Thereby the people pzeſent one and al 
Dempt of the mariage what ould befal, 


This cuſtome vled of antiquite 

From their temples of goddes  goddeſſe, 
At mariage of folke of hye degree (nes 
Toꝛches were boꝛne, ot whom men toke wits 
As they were dercke oꝛ Gewed their bzyght- 
The differcnce lene in eche eſtate, (neg 
It᷑ it were towarde oz infoztunate, 


Ok this mariage choꝛt pꝛoteſſe to make 

The toꝛches bzent,# yet they were not bꝛight 
Shewed out combꝛous ſmokes blake, 

Ok conſolacion loſt was al the lyght: 

Thus in derknes waſted the fyꝛſt nyght, 
Their verſe ſonge of goddes, and goddeſſes, 


Were all togither of ſoꝛow and heuyneſſes 


Thele were the tokes the night of mariage, 
Pꝛonoſtitzes of great aduerſyte, 

Pet of nature J had this auauntage 

Df womanhead and excellent beaute, 

Ind litze a quene in ſtones and perre 

I was araped, clad in purple wede, 

With a crowne of golde vpon my head, 


Solempnely crowned quene of Fraunce, 
Which foz to ſe folke faſt gan repayze, 

Ok all welfare J had ſuffyſaunce, 

Clombe on foꝛtune full hie vpon the ſtapze, 
A ſonne J had called Clotapze, 

By Sygebert by recoꝛde of wꝛiting 
Thy2de of the name in Fraũte crowned kig, 


So wolde god that day that he was bozne 
He had be put in his Sepulture, 

In ſaluacion of blode Gede here tofozne, 
Cauſed the death ofmany a creature 

As diuers bokes repozte in ſcripture: 
Ground # ginning as made is mencion, 
Within this lande of great diuiſion, 


He with his bꝛethern of whom J ſpake late, 
At him began the firſt occaſion, 

Nat lo( quod Bochas) pe fayled ot pour date 
Who was chefe cauſe of diuiſion: 
Sothly(quod he) in myne opinion 

Among them lelfe J dare well (pecifp 

Chefe ginnyng was fateruall enup. 


Kepe you moze cloſe in this matter pe do kaile 
Folowing the traces of your condicion, 

Pe halte foule in pour reherſatle; 

Foz ot pour owne ymaginacion 

Pelewe the ſede of this diſſencion, 
Amonge thele kynges if ye take hede, 

By whichin Fraunce many man was deade, 


Than Bꝛounchilde gan tochaunge chere 
To Bochas (ayde with face full cruel: 

Not long agon thou kneweſt not the manere 
Ok my liuing but a ſmall parcell, 

Me lemeth nowe thou knowelt euery del, 
So that ve may wythoutlenger ſtrife 

Syt as a iudge that knoweth ſo wel my life. 


Whan theſe bꝛetherne ſtode at diſcozde 

Eche agayne other by moꝛtall violence, 

Under a colour to treate of accoꝛde 

With many a maner fayned diligence, 
Chilperik 


of John Bothas 


Chilper ik there beyng in pꝛelente 
Wyylom bzother to Sigebert the king, 
Was llaine among the by falſe conlpic ing. 


On whole death auenged foꝛ to be 

As Sygebert did him lelfe auaunce, 
Among the pzeace he ſlaine was parde: 
Nat lo (ꝗd Bochas) but of falle gouernaũte 
Ok your miſliuing fyl this vnhappy chaunce, 
That Sygebert was murdzed in ſothnelle 
Onelp by occaſion of your doubleneſſe. 


Folowing the traces ot newe fangylneſſe 
Gaine Sygebert ye wꝛought full fallly, 
Wyan ye loued of frowarde doubleneſſe 
Landztke the erle of Champapue # of Bzy, 
Foz by your outrage and your greyt foly 
The king was ſlayne,and ye dyd aſſent 

In a fozeſt an hunting whan he went, 


Which called was the fozeſt of Compyne, 
Alas(quod ſhe) ⁊ bzake out complaining 
Bochas,Boc1as.thou doeſt (oze vndermyne 
All the ſurfetes dane in mp lining, 

Thou knoweſt the death of Sigebert ß big, 
Whiche ß was w2ought alas by mine aſſent, 
Howe knoweſt thou # were nat there pꝛelẽt⸗ 


Ok thele debates and of all the werre 
With rebukes reherced here in vayne, 

In reherſaile greatly thou doeſt erre, 

Foz I caſte be right wele certapne 

In my defence to reply agayne 

It was nat J che that thou doeſt mene, 
It was Fregundis the luſty yonge quene, 


This Fregundis thou Galt vnderſtande 
Right womanly and fayze ok her vilage, 
Chuperik was whylom her hrſbande, 

Foz her beauty toke her in mariage 

By her traines and her great outrage 

He was after{the ſtoꝛy who liſt rede) 

At mi:ſchefe llaine, thou halt lo linde in dede, 


Though ye by langage make ſtrong defence 
In theſe matters, which cauce me to muſe 

J have againe you toſt my patience, 

That ſo ſubteily wolde your ſelfe excuſe 
Contrartouſy your traynes ye abule; 

Foꝛ Clotay2e J baue ſo red parde 

Das not engendzed of Sigebert, noz of the; 


Jremembze full wele that J haue rad 
That Cyilperyk though ye therat diſdain, 
Necoꝛde of auctours that pzudent be # lad 


He in trouth was gendꝛed ok ron twayne: 
Which in his dying me liſt nat ſo2 to fayne 
Lett ſonnes two, the ſtozy ye may rede, 
Theobarte and Theoderyke toſuccede. 


Bochas(qd che) though thou turne vp ſo dot 
The (aid ſtozies reherced here tn dede, 
Folowing the malice of thyne opinion 
Maugre thy wil fozthe J wyll pzocede 

As J began, take therto good hede: 

The kyꝛſt Theoderik thou chalt vnderſtande 
Colin Germaine was to my huſbande, 


King of Burgoine that time, and another, 
He of hatred and indignacion 
Slewe Theobart, whiche was his bother; 
is wyfe and childzen,foz Gozt concluſion 
hich in the mighty famous region 
Of Antralie reigned as loꝛde and kyng, 
What euer thou laieſt this is trouth a ” leas 
| (unge. 
Nay nap(qd Bochas) it was all other wyle, 
J map nat ſuffre howe pe go there amonge, 
Ill this langage of ne we that ye deuile 
B2ought to a pzefe concludeth vpon wzonge: 
What Gold we lenger this mater dꝛaw alog 
Pour (elf were cauſe wher ye be loth oꝛ faine 
By Theodoztk Þ Theoberte was llaine, 


The grounde herof gan percell of enuye 

By your froward bꝛennyng couetile, 
Which ye had onely to occupie 

To rule the lande after your owne gyſe: 
And if JGall plainly here deniſe 

Ok thele miſcheues reherted. god do bote 

pe were pour lelfe ground, chete crop, ⁊ rote. 


Quod B2ounchylde J conceiue wel and ſe 
pe of pour partic haue loſt all reuerence, 
Pour ſelfe enarmedto ſhewe your cruelte 
Againſt me, touching the violence 

Ok two llaughters rehercedin ſentence? 
Firſt how Theodrik his bꝛother llewi dede, 
Called Theobarte a pitous thing to rede. 


Him ſelfe after ſtrangled with poyſon, 

His wike, his childzen. hewe in peces (male, 
As ye( quod Bochas) make here mencion 
Some parte is trewe but nat al pour tale: 
Foz J ſuppoſe ye ould were pale 

Fo: ſhame of thing which ye can nat excuſe, 
Whyan Tyeoderik beginneth you to accuſe 


He put on you the crime of falſe treaſon, 
Dd. ini. Le 
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The bzethern four in Fraticecrowned kings 
Agayne my father made ſtrong defence, 

Or marcial pꝛide and toztunat chaungynges 
Whan they met by moꝛtall violence 
Oflodayne daughter tyll ſuch peſttlence 

On outher partpe, the felde like a great flode 
Witch the tirrible effuſion of blode, 


To both realmes 5 werres were impoztable 
Caulyng of deth paſſyng great domage, 
Sought meanes,wert by aſſent tretable, 
Ol blode ſhedyng to appeale the wofull rage, 
By one accoꝛde J was yeue tn mariage 

To Sigebert reignyng tho in Fraunce, 

T wen? both realmes to make aliaunce. 


Nay(quod Bochas)J deme it was not ſo, 
Twene you # me there muſt begyna ſtrife, 
Be aduiled take good hede therto 

The firſt aſſuraunce of martage in your lyfe, 
Of Chilperik ye were the wedded wyke, 
Cronicles ſene what euer ye expꝛelle, 

In this matter wil beare w me wytnes, 


Though ſome bokes reherce and ſo ſayae 
Lyke as ye haue made here mencion, 
Their reherſaile ſtande in no certaine 
Foz by the aſſent of outher region 
Spaine and Fraunce in their conuencion, 
Oꝛdained lo, in my tendꝛe age 

To Sigebert J was peue in mariage. 


Imeneus was not there pꝛelent 

Whan he toke our chambze towarde nyght, 
Foz Theſiphone her ſuſterne of aſſent 

J afernall goddeſſes bare the tozches lyght, 
And as the tozches chewed derke and bzighte 
Thereby the people pꝛeſent one and al 
Dempt of the mariage what (ould befal, 


This cuſtome vled of antiquite 

From their temples of goddes & goddeſſe, 
At mariage of folke of hye degree (nes 
Toꝛches were bozne,of whom men toke wits 
As they were dercke oꝛ chewed their bzyght- 
The differcnce lene in eche eſtate, (nes 
Tf it were towarde oz infoztunate, 


Of this mariage choꝛt pꝛoceſſe to make 

The toꝛches bꝛent, pet they were not bzight 
Shewed out combꝛous ſinokes blake, 

Ok conſolacion loſt was al the lyght: 

Thus in derknes waſted the fyꝛſt nyght, 
Their verle ſonge ok goddes, and goddeſſes, 


The ninth boke 


Were all togither of ſoꝛow and heuyneſſes 


Thele were the tokes the night of mariage, 
Pꝛonoſtitzes of great aduerſpte, 

Pet of nature J had this auauntage 

Df womanhead and excellent beaute, 

And litze a quene in ſtones and perre 

I was araped, clad in purple wede, 

With a crowne ot golde vpon my head. 


Solempnely crowned quene of Fraunce, 
LOhich foz to ſe folke faſt gan tepapꝛe, 
* welfare T had (uffyſaunce, 
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By which in Fraunce many man was deade, 


Than Bꝛounchilde gan to chaunge chere 
To Bochas lapde with face full cruel: 

Not long agon thou kneweſt not the manere 
Ok my liuing but a (mall parcell, 

Me lemeth nowe thou knoweſt euerp del, 
So that ve may wythout lenger ſtrife 

Syt as a iudge that knoweth ſo wel my life, 


YOhan thele bzetherne ſtode at diſcozde 
Eche agayne other by moztall violence, 
Under a colour totreate of accoꝛde 

With many a maner fayned diligence, 
Chilperik 


GULAR | 
ATION 


of John Bothas 


Chilperik there beyng in pꝛelente 
LOyylom bꝛother to Sigebert the king, 
Was ſlatne among the by falle conlpiting. 


On whole death auenged foꝛ to be 

As Sygebert did him ſelfe auaunce, 
Among the pꝛeace he ſlaine was parde: 
Nat lo (qd Bochas) but of falle gouernaũte 
Ok pour miſliuing fyl this vnhappy chaunce, 
That Dygebert was murdzed in lothnelle 
Onelp by occaſion of your doubleneſſe. 


Folowing the traces of newe fanaylneſſe 


By her traines and her great outrage 
He was after{the ſtoꝛy who liſt rede) 
At m:ſchefe laine,thou halt lo linde in dede. 


Though ye by langage make ſtrong defence 
In theſe matters, which caule me to mule 

J haue againe you loſt my patiente, 

That ſo ſubteily wolde your ſelfe excuſe 
Contrartouſly your traynes ye abuſe; 

Foz Clotayze J baue ſo red parde 

Das not engendzedof Sigebert, noz of the; 


IJ remembze fall wele that J haue rad 
That Cyilperyk though ye therat diſdain, 
Necoꝛde of auctours that pzudent be # lad 


Fol. xi viii. 


De in trouth was gendzed ok rou twapne: 
Which in his dying me liſt nat loꝛ to fayne 
Lett ſonnes two, the ſtozy ye may rede, 
Theobarte and Theoderyke to ſuccede. 


Bochas(qd che) though thou turne vp ſo dof 
The (aid ſtozies reherced here in dede, 
Folowing the malice of thyne opinion 
Maugre thy wil fozthe J wyll pzocede 

As J began, take therto good hede: 

The fyꝛſt Theoderik thou chalt vaderſtande 
Colin Germaine was to my hulbande. 


King ok Burgoine that time, and another, 
He ok hatred and indignacion 
Slewe Theobart, whiche was his brother, 
— wyfe and childzen,foz choꝛt concluſion 
hich in the mighty famous region 
Of Antraſie reigned as loꝛde and kyng, 
What euer thou laieſt this is trouth a 7 lea⸗ 
LE (unge. 
Nap naz(qd Bochas) it was all other wyle, 
Imap nat (uffrehowe pe gothere amonge, 
All this langage of ne we that ye deuile 
B2ought to a pzefe concludeth vpon wonge: 
What Gold we lenger this mater dꝛaw alog 
Pour (elf were cauſe wher ye be loth oꝛ faine 
By Theodoztk Þ Theoberte was flatne, 


The grounde herof gan percell of enuye 

By your froward bzennyng couetile, 
Which ye had onely to occupie 

To rule the lande after your owne gyſe: 
And if Ichall plainly here deniſe 

Ok thele miſcheues reherced.god do bote 

pe were your lelfe ground, chete crop, ⁊ rote. 


Quod B2ounchylde J concetue wel and ſe 
pe of your partic haue loſt all reverence, 
Pour ſelfe enarmedto ſhewe your cruelte 
Againſt me, touching the violence 

Oftwo llaughters rehercedin ſentence: 
Firſt how Theodrik his bꝛother ({ew i dede, 
Called Theobarte a pitous thing to rede. 


Him ſelfe after ſtrangled with poyſon, 

His wike, his childzen, hewe in peces (male, 
As ye(quod Bochas) make here mencion 
Some parte is trewe but nat al pour tale: 
Foz J ſuppoſe ye ould were pale 

Fo: ſhame of thing which ye can nat excuſe, 
Vyan Theoderik begtnneth you to accuſe 


He put on you the crime of falſe treaſon, 
TD.iut, Fe 


The bꝛethern four in Fraficecrowned kings 
Agayne my father made ſtrong defence, 

Ot marcial pꝛide and toztunat chaungynges 
Whan they met by moztall violence 

Ok lodayne daughter kyll ſuch peſttlence 

On outher partye, the felde like a great flode 
Wich the tirrible effuſion of blode, 


To both realmes 5 werres were impoztable 
Caulyng of deth paſſyng great domage, 
Sought meanes, wext by aſſent tretable, 
Of blode ſhedyng to appeaſe the wofull rage, 
By one accoꝛde J was yeue tn mariage 

To Sigebert reignyng tho in Fraunce, 
Twene both realmes to make aliaunce. 


Naycquod Bochas) J deme it was not ſo, 
Twene you # me there mult begyn a ſtrife, 
Be aduiled take good hede therto 

The firſt aſſuraunce of mariage in your lyfe, 
Of Chilperik ye were the wedded wyke, 
Cronicles ſene what euer ye expꝛelle, 

In this matter wil beare w me wytnes. 


Though lome bokes reherce and ſo layne 
Lyke as ye haue made here mencion, 
Their reherſaile ſtande in no certaine 
Foz by the aſſent of outher region 
Spaine and Fraunce in their conuencion, 
Onꝛdained lo, in my tendꝛe age 

To Sigebert J was yeue in mariage. 


Imeneus was not there pꝛelent 

Vyan he toke our chambze towarde nyght, 
Foꝛ Theſiphone her luſterne ok aſſent 
Jafernall goddeſſes bare the tozches lyght, 
And as the tozches chewed derke and bzighte 
Thereby the people pzeſent one and al 
Dempt of the mariage what ould befal, 


This cuſtome vled of antiquite 

From their temples of goddes a goddeſſe, 
At mariage of folke of hye degree (nes 
Toꝛches were bozne,of whom men toke wits 
As they were dercke oꝛ Gewed their bzyght- 
The differcnce ſene in eche eſtate, (nes 
Tf it were towarde oz infoztunate, 


Ok this mariage ſhozt p2oceſſe to make 

The toꝛches bꝛent, ⁊ yet they were not bzight 
Shewed out combꝛous ſmokes blake, 

Ok conſolacion loſt was al the lyght: 

Thus in derknes waſted the kyꝛſt nyght, 
Their verſe longe of goddes,and goddeſſes, 


The ninth boke 


Were all togither of ſoꝛow and heupneſſes 


Theſe were the tokes the night of mariage, 
Pꝛonoſtitzes of great aduerſyte, 

Pet of nature J had this auauntage 

Df womanhead and excellent beaute, 

Ind litze a quene in ſtones and perre 

I was araped, clad in purple wede, 

With a crowne of golde vpon my head, 


Solempnely crownedquene of Fraunce, 
Which foz to ſe folke faſt gan repayze, 

Ok all welfare J had luffylaunce, 

Clombe on foztune full hie vpon the ſtapze, 
I ſonne J had called Clotayze, 

By Sygebert by recoꝛde of wziting 
Thyꝛde of the name in Fratice crowned kig, 


So wolde god that day that he was bozne 
He had be put in his Sepulture, 

In ſaluacion of blode chede here tofozne, 
Cauſed the death ofmany a creature 

As diuers bokes repozte in ſcripture: 
Ground a ginning as made is mencion, 
Within this lande of great diuiſion, 


De with his bzethern of whom J ſpake late, 
At him began the firſt occaſion, 

Nat lo( quod Bochas) pe fayled ot pour date 
Who was chefe cauſe of diuiſion: 

Sothly( quod che) in myne opinion 

Among them lelfe J dare well ſpecifp 

Chefe ginnyng was fateruall enup. 


Kepe you moze cloſe in this matter pe do fafle 
Folowing the traces of your condicion, 

Ve halte foule in your reherſatle; 

Foz ot pour owne ymaginacion 

Pelewe the ſede of this diſſencion, 
Amonge thele kynges if ye take hede, 

By which in Fraunce many man was deade, 


Than B2ounchilde gan tochaunge chere 
To Bochas (ayde with face full cruel: 

Not long agon thou kneweſt not the manere 
Ok my liuing but a (mall parcell, 

Me lemeth nowe thou knowelt euerp del, 
So that yemay wythoutlenger ſtrife 

Syt as a iudge that knoweth ſo wel mp life, 


YOhan theſe bzetherne ſtode at diſcoꝛde 
Eche agayne other by moztall violence, 
Under a colour totreate of accozde 

With many a maner fayned diligence, 
Chilperik 


of John Bothas 


Chilper ik there beyng in pꝛelente 
Wyylom bzother to Sigebert the king, 
Was llaine among the by falle conlpixing. 


On whole death auenged foꝛ to be 

As Sygebert did him lelfe auaunce, 
Among the pzeace he ſlaine was parde: 
Nat lo (qd Bochas) but of falle gouernaũte 
Ok pour miſliuing fyl this vnhappy chaunce, 
That SDygebert was murdzed in lothneſle 
Onelp by occaſion of your doubleneſſe. 


Folowing the traces of newe fangylneſſe 
Gaine Sygebert ye wꝛought full fallly, 
Wyan pe loued of frowarde doubleneſſe 
Landzike the erle of Champapue # of Bzp, 
Foz by your outrage and your greyt foly 
The king was ſlayne,and ye dyd aſſent 

In a fozeſt an hunting whan he went, 


Which called was the fozeſt of Compyne, 
Alas (quod che) a bzake out complaining 
Bochas, Bocas, thou doeſt ſoꝛe vndermyne 
All the lurfetes done in my liuing, 

Thou knoweſt the death of Sigebert þ big, 
Whiche p was w2ought alas by mine aſſent, 
Howe knoweſt thou # were nat there pzelẽt⸗ 


Of thele debates and of all the werre 
With rebukes reherced here in vapne, 

In reherſaile greatly thou doeſt erre, 

Foꝛ I caſte be right wele certapne 

In my defence to reply agayne 

It was nat J che that thou doeſt mene, 
It was Ftregundis che luſty yonge quene, 


This Fregundis thou Galt bnderſtande 
Right womanly and fayze ofher viſage, 
Chuperik was whylom her hrſbande, 

Foz her beauty toke her in mariage 

By her traines and her great outrage 

He was after(the ſtoꝛy who liſt rede) 

At m:ſchefe ſlaine, thou halt lo finde in dede. 


Though ye by langage make ſtrong defence 
In theſe matters, which caule me to mule 

J haue againe you loſt my pacience, 

That ſo ſubteily wolde your ſelfe excuſe 
Contrariouſly your traynes ye abule; 

Fo2 Clotapꝛe J baue ſo red parde 

Was not engendzed of Sigebert, noz of the; 


Jremembze full wele that J haue rad 
That Cyilperyk though ye therat diſdain, 
Necoꝛde of auctours that pzudent be # lad 


De in trouth was gendꝛed of ron twapne: 
Which in his dying me liſt nat ſo2 to fayne 
Lett ſonnes two, the ſtoꝛy ye may rede, 
Theobarte and Theoderyke to ſuccede. 


Bochas(qd che) though thou turne vp ſo doã 
The (aid ſtoꝛies reherced here in dede, 
Folowing the malice of thyne opinion 
Maugre thy wil fozthe J wyll pzocede 

As J began, take therto good hede: 

The fy2\t Theoderik thou chalt vnder ſtande 
Coſin Germaine was to my huſbande, 


King of Burgoine that time, and another, 
He ok hatred and indignacion 
Slewe Theobart,whiche was his brother, 
- wr and childzen,foz choꝛt concluſion 
hich in the mighty famous region 
Of Antraſie reigned as loꝛde and kyng, 
What euer thou laieſt this is trouth a - leas 
| | (ſinge, 
Nay na»2(qd Bochas) it was all other wyle, 
I may nat (uffre howe pe go there amonge, 
Ill this langage of ne we that ye deuile 
B2ought to a pzefe concludeth vpon wonge: 
What Gold we lenger this mater dzaw aisg 
Pour (elf were cauſe wher ye be loth oꝛ faine 
By Theodoztk Þ Theoberte was llaine, 


The grounde herof gan percell of enupe 

By your froward bzennyng couetiſe, 
Which ye had onely to occupie 

To rule the lande after pour owne gyſe: 
And if JT all piainly here deniſe 

Ok thele miſcheues reherced.god do bote 

pe were your lelfe ground, chete crop, ⁊ rote; 


Quod Bꝛounchylde J concetue wel and (ſe 
pe of pour partic haue loſt all reuerence, 
Pour ſelfe enarmedto ſhewe your cruelte 
Againſt me, touching the violence 

Ok two llaughters rehercedin ſentence: 
Firſt how Tyeodrik his bꝛother llew i dede, 
Called Theobarte a pitous thing to rede. 


Him ſelfe after ſtrangled with poyſon, 

His wife, his childꝛen. hewe in pcces male. 
As ye( quod Bochas) make hete mencion 
Some parte is trewe but nat al pout tale: 
Foz J ſuppoſe ye ſt ould were pale 
Foꝛſchame ot thing which ye can nat excuſe, 
Vyan Theoderik beginneth you to accuſe 


He put on you the crime of falſe treaſon, 
Dd. iu. Fe 
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The ninth boke 


pe ſlewe his wife and childꝛen alſo, 

Him ſelfe alſo ye murdꝛed by poiſon: 

I would wete what ye coude lay hereto: 
Flas(qd che) what Could J do, 

Was neuer woman in hie noꝛ lowe eltate 
All thing conlidꝛed moze infoztunate, 


Foꝛtune of me ſet now but iyttell pzice 

By her frowatrde furious violence _ 
Turnyng her whele and viſage of malice, 
Cauſeth to me that no man yeueth credence: 
Had in diſpite, voide of reuerence, 

And by foztunes mutabilite 

Sole, abiecte and fall in pouerte. 


O Bochas John foz ſhozte concluſion 
Thou mapeſt againe me thy ſtyle auaunce; 
J haue delerued to haue punicion: : 
Ind al the pzinces c barons now in Fraũce 
Crie out on me and aſtze auengeaunce, 
Kefuge is none noz recure in this thing 
Tho W Clotarie my ſelfe be crowned king. 


Fo2 my defautes foule and abhominable 
Totoze the iudges of all the parliament, 

J was foziudged a founde alſo culpable, 
Okeuery crime conuicte by iudgement: 
Myne acculours there beyng pꝛeſent 

Ok one and other ſtanding a great route, 
Marked w fingers of fol de 5 ſtode aboute, 


Fo2 very ſhame J did mine eyen cloſe 

Fo: the that gaured # caſt on me their ſight, 
But as folke may by tokens wele ſuppoſe 
Mine eares were nat ſtopped halfe a ryght, 
Taken by tozce lad fozth by might 

By the hangman dꝛawe ouer hill and vale 
Dilmembzed after, æ hewe on peces (male, 


With my blode the pament al beſpzapnt 
Thaked by foztune,ſuch was mine auẽture, 
(The ſoule parted the body was (o fapnt: 
Who red euer of any creature 

That muche moze turment did endure: 
P2ayde Bochas to haue al thing in mynde, 
Wate her lite and leaue nothing behynde, 


CLenuoy, 


his tragedy of Bꝛoũchild ß quene, 
8 Lobe her ſtozy who liſt yeue atten⸗ 
Ie _ daunce 

2227) Froward to red,cotagious to lene, 
Ind contrary to all good gouernaunce, 


Boꝛne in Spaine,crowned quene of Fradce 
Double of tonge,vpfynder of treaſon, 
Cauled al that lande ſtande at deniſton, 


From tho traines there coude no man flene, 
Sourle #headlpzing of ſoꝛow miſchaũce, 
Shed hony firſt, ſtange after as do been, 
Her myꝛre medled w lugred falle pleſaunte: 
What che ſaid encluded in variaunce, 
Maylreſſe of murdze and of diſcencion 
Cauled all that lande ſt ande at deuiſion, 


Ptinces of Gaule might nat luſtene 
Great outrages, noꝛ the great greuaunce, 
Noz the ſurketes done in their peres grene, 
Bꝛought þ kingdome almoſt to bttraunce; 
All of aſſent cried on her vengeaunce, 

The fame aroſe howe all that region 

In her kalſneſſe ſtode at deuilion. 


The knyfe ofmurdze grounde was lo kene 
By her malice of longe continuaunce, 

Her cozage fret with inte rnall tene 
Spared nouther kyn noz alpaunce, 

Payſed her fozfetes and waped in balaunce, 
As Bochas waiteth che was the occaſion 
Which made al Fraunce to ſtand at deui ſion. 


¶ Bochas marueyling ok the malice 
and cruelte of Bꝛounchylde 
wꝛiteth thus, 


Ochas aſtonied gz inwardly mar⸗ 
uaple, 

pill in amaner ambyguyte | 
Ot B2ounchyldes marueplous re- 
herſaple. 

Howe any woman of reaſon chould be 

So ful ok malice and of cruelte 

To flee her kyn, and ſet at diſtaunte 

By deuilion all the realme of Fraunce, 


Bochas dempt it was nat credible 
That a woman chuld be ſo vengeable, 

In her malice ſo venymous and terryble 
Ok llaughter andmurdze to be culpable, 
The ſtozy ſuſpecte helde it but a fable: 
Nnely excepte that che dyd him exite 
With great inſtaunce her ſtoꝛp foz to wꝛite. 


Her crie on Bochas was very impoztune 
To let in 02dze her felicitees, with 
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With her bnhappy chaunges of foztune 
Her diſctaundzed great abuerſitees,. 
With her diffame repozted by countrees, 
No very grounde found in bokes oide 
But of confeſſion that che her lelk tolde, 


That mine auctour reherced th ſolẽpne ſtyle 
Rehyerce choulde her wozdcs dilclaundzous, 
Her floaring peres alſo foz to compple. 
Medled with her daies Þ were contrarious: 
Her fatall ende froward and furions, 
Wherok encombzed of very weryneſſe 
Towarde Eraclius he gan his pen dꝛeſſe. 


(The. iiii. Chapiter. 
Chowe Eraclius the Emperour ſuſtapned 
hereſp, fyll in to dzopſye and lickncs 
vncurable, a ſo died. 

N tet Phocas with great honoure 

ESA YE and glozy 

rte, 

In whoſe time as ſaith the ſtoꝛy 

Tye Romains ſtode in great perplexite, 

By them of Perce, that roſe with Coſdꝛope, 

Whiche toke vpon him to be 102d and lyze 

As a tyꝛauut to trouble the empyze. =» 
(Retem 

Gate many a p2onince 2 many a famoug 

(Thzough all Ilie. as the cronicle lapthe, 

Gan appꝛoche toward Jeruſalem, 

Afoze the towne pꝛoudly a ſ e e he laythe, 

As a tyꝛaunt frowarde to Chꝛiſtes fapthe, 

But Eraclius maugre ail his might 

Smyt of his head, lle we hum like a knight, 


And by grace, whiche that is deuine, 

This famous pꝛince this Eraclius 

In his beginning lew many a Darazyne, 
Holde in tho dates notable and glozius: 
Ind in his conqueſt paſſing famous. 

Dy uers relykes ofthe crofle he ſought 
Ind fro tho cotitreis many of the he bzought 


Was none ſo famous holde in his dayes 
As Eraclius the emppꝛe foz to gye, 

Noꝛ moꝛe manly found at all aſſayez 

Of hie pꝛoweſſe not in chyualrye: 

But whan he gan {uſtaine hereſpe : 
God toke from him within a littel ſpace 
Bis hap a welfare his foztune his grace, 


He gan ſuſtene and folowe certain? rites 
Of wylfulnelle and frowarde kantalp, 


— as 
— 


Ok a ſecte called M onacholites 
LOhich was a ſect of frowarde hereſy, 
And (ith that he dzewe to that party 
The ſtoꝛp telleth foz all his hygh eſtate 
This Eraclius was neuer koztunate. 


Where he was firſt dꝛad on the ſee and land, | 
Namely of Sarazins,foz al his chyualry. | 
Grace # foztune from him wozew her hand: 

Foz whan he fyll in to hereſy 

De was trauailed with ſuch a dꝛopſy 

That therwithal he had a frowarde luſt, 

Euer to dzinke and euer he was a thurſt. 


In tho dayes founde was no leche 

Albe that they were ſought on eche partpe, 
The ſayd pꝛince that coude wyche oz teach 
Him to releue of his dꝛopſpe, 

Made faint x feble wyth a great paulſye: 
Thus in lickenes he hath hys dayes ſpent, 
By vengeatice flapne w infecnall turment, 


Ok Eraclyus this was the wofull ende 
As is reherted, layne with ſicknes. 

Out of this wozide whan he ould wende 
Il hole the empyze ſtode in great dyſtres: 
Foꝛce of Sarazins dyd them lo oppzeſſe, 
Ind day by day dꝛewe to decline 

By his ſonne called Conſtantine, 


The. vb. Chapit er. 
EDow? Contantine the ſonne of Eraclius 
(uppozting errcurs ano hereſy was 
murdzedin a ſtewe. 


Mi was his lucceſoure as made 
is mencion. 


2 In whole time thꝛoughe his greate 
Saralins did great oppꝛeſſion 
Spoyling the countteis of all Lumbardy: 
And Conſtantine of wil full logardy. 
Wadted his daies, till he hath bzought 
All the Emppꝛe almoſt to nought. 


Gaine Chꝛiſtes fapthe in eſpeciall 

He gan of malice his wyttes to applye, 
Ind was therto enemy full moztall 

And chefe ſuppoztour of falſe hereſie: 
And towarde Rome faſt he gan him hie, 
S poyled temples of many ryche ymage, 
And by water after toke his paſſage, 


To Conſtantinople faſt he gan him hie, 
By Scicil the way was al moſte mete; 


At 


It Sy2acuſe J fynde that hedid ariue, 
And fox the ſeaſon was exceſſife of hete 
Which in his labour made him foz to (wete, 
And ſecretly he gan him lelte remue 

To be bathed in a pzeuy ſtue. 


Ok euny there he was elpyed, 

His owne knightes like as it is founde 

By tonſppꝛacion certayne of them alyed 

Fil vpon him with charpe lwoꝛdes grounde 
And mercileſſe with many moztal wounde 
They ſlewe him there on him they were lo 
Amid the ſtewe naked as he ſtode. (wode, 


After whole death they dyd the (elfe auaſice 
To chole a knight bozne in Irmenye, 

Of the emppꝛe toke the gouernaunce 

And to luppoꝛte fallly their partie: 

But Conltantine ſucceding of alte 


Beyng next hepꝛe the trouthe foꝛ to ſue, 


To hun that was murdzed in the ſtewe. 


Called Conſtantine as his father was, 
Right notable in actes marciall: 

Moͤꝛe wyſely gouer ned ſtode in other cas, 
Lyke a pzince by iugement royall, 

Ok manly herte and cozagenaturall 

The conſpyꝛatours firſt of all he ſlethe, 
That were aſlented to his fathers deathe, 


To great encreace ofhis famous renoun 
Grace of god did him enlumine 
Conſtantinople in that ropall town 

Olde hcrelie to ceaſe and to fyne 

Two hundzed bihoppes a eke allo nyne 
He made aſſemble to ſtande at defence 
Ok Chailtes faythe, ofmanly pꝛouidence. 


De was eke buly thurches to reſtoze 

All heretikes manly to withſtande, 

Their opinions examined well befoze? 

And whan the trouth was well vnderſtonde 
Like Chaiſtes knight liſt foz no man wonde 
To punich them iuſtly by rigour 

Without excepcion of perſon oꝛ fauour. 


Ok him in Bochas litelmoze J rede 

Noz of his empire J fynde none other date, 
Spared no heretikes fo2 golde noz mede, 
At Conſtantinople he paſſed in to fate 
Whan Bulgarence gan with him debate, 
A frowarde people wilfull and recheles 
Gaue them a tribute foz to lyue in pees. 
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The. vi. Chapter. 
t>Howe Giſulphus was flaine x hig 
wyte ended miſcheuoully in le⸗ 


cherpe. 


Ext came Giſulphus to Bochas on 
lyke. 


the ring,. 
A famous duke and notable in hyg 
With weping eyen pitouſly plainin 
With whome alſo came Rimulde his wyke, 
Which that liued euer in ſoꝛow a ſtrife: 
Pet was che both of byzthe and of lynage 
Right excellent, and tayze ofher viſage, 


Sire childzen had this famous quene 

By Gllulphus gotten in mariage, 
Wonder ſemely and goodly vnto ſene, 

And koztunate by pꝛoceſſe of their age, 

Albe they: father felt great domage 

By the werres he had in his lining 

With Cathamus,that was of Narces king, 


This Cathamus with many ſtrong batayle 
Js diſcended,and take the way right 

Ok duke Gilulphus the landes to aſſayle, 
Togither met in ſtele armed bꝛight: 
Gilulphus ſlaine, his people put to flyght, 
And Cathamus w tronge a mighty hande, 
(Toke polleſſion a conquered all his lande. 


After whole death Rimulde the ducheſſe 
Greatly aſtonied, pale of her viſage 

To the caſtell of Foꝛgoile gan her dzeſſe, 
With her knightes of tronge a fel cozage: 
Cathamus made after his paſſage, 
Layde a liege, caſt him to ieoparte, 

His ly fe and body rather than departe, 


About the taſtell armed as he ſtode 
Like a pʒinte ſate knightly on his ſtede, 
Upon the walles as Rimuldis abode 
Freſhly beſene in her purple wede, 

And ok the ſiege gan to take hede: 

Her loke vnwarely as che caſt aſpde 
She lawe the king afoze the caſtel ryde, 


So like a pzince and a manly knight, 
She gan on him loke wondernarowe, 
The god of loue perced th2ough her light 
Vlito her hearte marked with his arowe: 
That of the ſiege Che toke but litell loꝛowe, 
Made the ſoyle lo plyaunt of her thought, 
Jud of her caſtell che ſet almoſt right _ 
In 
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Ind foꝛ to accompliſhe the hole entencion 
Of her falſe luſt in any maner thing, 

She is agreed by compoſicion 

To yelde the caſtell in haſte vnto the kyng, 
She foꝛ to come without moꝛe tarying 
Lyke a ducheſſe her ſelſe topzeſent 

Where as the king (ate armed in his tent. 


The people within pꝛiloners take, 

Yer four ſonnes toke them to the flight, 
Loue cauſed that Ge hath fozſake (xight, 
Mer blode,her zyn, where it were wꝛonge oz 
Ind Ktmuilde the ſpace of al a nyght 

With Cathamus had all her delite, 

And euer ałter he had her in diſpyte, 


And by the kyng whan che was refuſed, 
Twelue in nombꝛe Þ dwelled in his houſe 
Moſt frowardly her beauty hath abuſed, 
Ot her nature che was lo lecherous, 
And to reherce it is contagious 

Howe ſhe wert after ſo abhompnable 
To be aquainted with gromes of ß table. 


It were but vayne to tary on this mattere 
Oz any longe pꝛoceſſe foꝛ to make, 

Der ſtoꝛy is contagious foz to here 

But fynaliy at mylchete he was take, 
Fo2 a ſpectacle fetched on a take: 

Set vp alofte myne auctour telleth ſo, 
Died in diſtreſſe foz conſtrapnt of her wo. 


The. vii. Cha piter. 
C Of Juſtinian the falſe extozcioner exp⸗ 


led by Patrician, alter both noſe and 
epen cut from his head. 


v cxample ſo as freche armure 
Tyrough longe reüinge leleth hys 
dzightneſſe, 


\Fret with olde ruſt gadzeth greate 


ozdure 
Is diffaced of his freſh clereneſſe: 
Semblably the Romains hie pꝛoweſſe 
Gan fo2 to appalcalas and that was routh) 


Whan they gaue them tonegligence @ flouth, 


Who in knighthode lyſt haue experience 
Muſt eſchewe ryotous ydelneſle, 

By pꝛudent and entyze diligence : 
Large with diſcrecion, manly w gentilneſſe, 
To hygh empꝛiles his cozage dzelle, 


Fol:xritt. 


And be well ware on eche party 
Him to pꝛeſerue from all flogardpe. 1 


The which greatly hath appayꝛed 

As it is remembzed of olde antiquite, 

Cauſed Romapnes to be diſpayzed 

By froward luſtes hindzing their cyte, b 
Ind appalled their old pzoſperite, 
Ok whiche defautes came to playne blyue 

To John Bochas emperours fyue, 


As many kinges ofthe ſame nombꝛe, 
Which by ſlouth were afoze oppꝛeſſed, 
LOhom that ſlouth whylom didencombye: 
Their names by and by here expzeſſed 

To mine auctoz they haue their cours dꝛeſſed 
Like their — — to ſpeke in wozdes fewe, 
Juſtinian firſt gan his face chewe. 


Nat Juſtinian whylomſo vertuous 


Ind ok pꝛudent gouernaunce lo notable, 


But Juſtinian Temerarius 

Double of his dedes, falle and diſceiuable, 
Ok his pzompſe diuers and vnſtable, 
Whylom eriled by Patrician 

Foꝛ extoꝛcions that he in Rome began. 


His nole & eyen Patrician gaue in charge 
To be cut of by furious cruelte, 

And of the emppꝛe that was ſo wyde & large 
Leoncius next gouerned the cite, 

And thꝛough foztunes mutabilite 

The ſame Leonce by Tibery was caſt doun, 
His eyen put out, and died in pꝛilon. 


Tiberius after ſerued ot the lame, 
His noſe cut ot, from his ſee put doun, 
Foꝛ a rebuke and a perpetuall ſhame 
To a cite that called was Cerſon, 
Without mercy fauour o2 raunſon 
Exiled he was, pꝛiſoned as a thefe 

By longe turment dyed at miſchefe; 


The. viii. Chapter. 


S bowe Philippe the Emperour 
0 1— at miſchete. 


5 + 


Ext to Bochas came Philip on the 
I rpnge 

E FE Oboe Empyzeno whyle dyd en- 
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And odious to euery creature 2 
Bete down ymages, and many frech picture 
Ok holy layntes, which in their teples Rode 
Wherby Komains dempt 5 he was wod, 


Purſued he was by a mani knight 
Called Anaſtaſe, and put out of his place: 
And in Cecile ot very foꝛte and might 

He did his eyen out of his head arare, 

By iudgement his vylage to difface, 
Semblably as he by great outrages 

Ol Chziſtes faythe diffaced the ymages, 


Died at miſchefedyzked with blindneſſe, 
Than Anaſtaſe toke poſſeſſion, | 

In whole time bokes beare witneſſe 

And cronicles aiſomake mencion, 

Ok the empyze was made deniſion, 

That firſt was one parted in to twayne 
Wherok mine auctoꝛ in maner doth cõplaine. 


* The. ix. Chapter. 
C Howe Anaſtaſe was compelled to leaue 


the empyzeto be a pꝛeeſt and liue 
in pouerte. 


In to þ church whã riches bꝛought in pꝛide, 
Ill perkeccton anone was let aſyde, 


The poꝛe ſtaffe, and potent ofdoctryne 
Whan it was chaunged and liſt nat abyde 
In wylfull pouerte, but gan anone decline 
On ſtately palfrays and hie hozſes to ryde, 
Shozres of heer were alſo layde alyde, 
Turned to copes ot purple and ſanguine, 
Gowues of ſcarlet furred with hermine, 


Slendꝛe fare of wyne and water clere 
With abſtinence of bzeade made of whete, 
Chaunged tho dayes to many fat dinere 
With conkect dzinke and ypocras (wete, 
All ſobernes did his boundes lete, « 
Scarlſneſle of fode left his olde eſtate, 
With newe exceſſe gan were delicate, 


Goſtly liuing in the churche appalled, 
Cauled Grekes withdꝛaw them in ſentence 
From the pope, in Peters place ſtalled, 
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And liſt to him do none obedfence: 
Falſe auarice cauled this offence 

That the Grekes did them ſelfe deuide, 
Fro the Romains fox their great pꝛide. 


Thus couetiſe and falſe ambicion 

Did fitſt great harme in the ſpirituall, 
Bꝛought in dilcozde and diuiſion 

Amonge pꝛinces in their eſtate ropall: 

Who elibeth higheſt molt perilous is his fall, 
Reco2de I take of the fozeſatd Anaſtace 

By Theodoſie put out ot his plate. 


This Theodoſie dyd his buſp paine 

On Inaſtale ſuch werre foꝛ to mage 
That maugre him he did him lo conſtrapne 
That he was fayne the empyze to foꝛſake: 
Foz feare and dꝛede he dyd vpon him take 
The oꝛder of pꝛieſthod from þ imperial ſe, 
Content with littel liued in pouerte. 


The. x. Cha piter. 


z howe the head ok Lupus king of Lom- 
bardy was ſmyt of by Grimaldus, 


Aer thele chaunges remẽbꝛed by wzt- 
tinges 

Like as J haue tolde here in partye, 

Came to Bochas four mighty kinges 

Reigning echone ok olde in Lombardie, 

After the maner and gyſe in Barbarye: 

They were arayed in their paſſage _ 

YO ith hear frogrowen body and biſage, 


Their berdes raught to their nauil doun, 
Their garnementes ofcolours manyfolde 
With bꝛod baudaikes enbzaced enuyꝛon 
Large buckles t pendauntes of fyne golde, 
They2 bzech enbꝛoudꝛed after þ gyſe of olde 
Fret with perle legge ſtocked to the kne, 
Playnynge to Bochas of their aduerlite. 


Their Gone were raced freſhly to the tone 
Nichelp tranſuerſed with gold wyze, 

And theron ſet many a ſtronge ſtone 

Gayne Phebus light ſhone bzight and clere, 
Theſe lombarde kinges gan tapꝛoch nere: 
The kyꝛſt of al the king Lupus | 
Unto Bochas gan to complaine thus. 


Bochas( quod he)as foz my patty 
Foz toreherce by hozt concluſion 


One 
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One Grymaldus a pzince of Lombardy, 
Hath me encloled out of myrcgion, 

Ind cruelly enchayned me in pꝛiſon 

Ind after that did a ſergeaunt lende, 

Smyt ot myne head # there I made an ende. 


The. xi. Chapter. 


¶ Howe the heade of Alexius was 
mit ot by Comperton, 


iter this end reherced of Lupus 

os to declare his moztall heuy- 
neſſe, 
| Next in oꝛdꝛe there came Alexius 

10 " Flobard king, famous of richeſle, 
Which toke on him of lurquedous pzowelle 
Foz to tompaſſe the diſtruction 
Ok a pꝛince called Comperton, 


Which ware allo a crowne in Lombardye: 
Atwyrt both was werre and great diſtaũce, 
But all the people and loꝛdes of Pauie 

With mighty hande a marciall gouernaunce 
The laid Alexius bꝛought vnto milchaunce: 
And Comperton eſcaped from all dꝛede, 

Ok moꝛtal vengeaunce let (mite oi his heade. 


The xii.Chapiter. 


7 How JIripcrton was dzowned with 
his ryches. 


öfter whoſe death pitouſſy playning 
Cokoze Bochas came Ariperton, 
wes Df Lombardy whilom loꝛd and king 
Whiche like a fole of high pꝛelumpcion 
All cauleleſſe toke occaſion | 
Ok volunte, there is no moze to lay, 
Againe the duke of Bagaroys to werrey, 


(Thele pzinces twayne taken haue the felde, 
And of Friperton the party gan apapze, 
His aduerlary anone as he behelde 

His cowarde herte gan fall in diſpapze, 
Into Pauie foz feare he gan repayze: 
Toke his treaſour in purpoſe anonright 
Foz uety dꝛede to take him to the flight. 


Toke a velſell and entxed is the ſee 

With ſodaine tempeſt aſſailed a derkneſſe, 
His barge periched by great aduerlite, 
And was dzowned th al his great rycheſſe: 


Lo here the fyne of woglvly wzerchydneſſe, 


Fol.t;b 


Namcly of them to get great treafours 
That gyn werre agayn their neighbdurg. 


The xiii. Chapter. 
Chowe Dediere by Pope Idꝛian and 
Charles of Fraunce was put to 

flight, a died at miſchete. 


2 Bochas with heuye loke and 
chere 

King of Lombardy chewed his pzeſece, 
Called in his time noble Dedtere, 
Notable in armes and of great excellence, 
Ind where his father had done offence 
To the Pope and full greatdureſſe, 
This king call the domages to redzeſſe, 


Igiſtolphe was his fathers name, 
Whiche to the Pope did great aduerſite, 
Foz whiche his ſonne tocacreace his fame 
Ot royall fredom and magnanimite 

And of benyane lyberalite; 

Gaue to the Pope with humble reuerente, 
A ltately cite that called is Fagence, 


Therwith he gaue treaſour and great good 
Is he that liſt of fredome nat to ſpare, 

A mighty caſtell whiche on Tydꝛe ſtod 
Within the boundes # loꝛdchyp of Ferrare: 
Vhiche is a cyte playnly to declare 

Ok antiquite myne auctour telleth ſo, 

And ſtant vpon the ryuer ofthe Poo, 


This Dediere reigning in Lombardy 
Gan wexe famous at his beginning, 
Had a great name vpon eche party: 
But in the erthe is nothing abyding, 
All ſtant on chaunge, a foztune in woꝛkyng 
'S kounde vnſtable # double of her vylage, 
hich of this king chaunged the cozage, 


There he was large on euery ſide 

Lyberal founde in many ſondzye wyſe, 
His goodlyhede was chaunged in to pzyde 
And his largeſſe in to couetyſe, _ 

Ok doubleneſſe he gan anone deuyſe : 
To clayme agaynecas ye ſhall vnderſtand) 
His (aide gyttes out of the Popes hande, 


LOhiche Dediere had made altaunce 

As the cronicle maketh mencion, 

With king Pepin reignyng tho in Fraunce, 

After whole death to haue poſſeſſion 

Ind full lozdhyp ok all that "_ . | 
ect e 


tt _ 
— 4827 


3 2 I 
” © ow 


The ninth boke 


He gan of newe fall at diſtaunce, ; 
Both w the Pope & with the king of Fraũce, 


Ok pꝛeſumption thele werres he began 
Againe his pzomiſe,of double variaunce, 
Pope in tho daies was holy Adꝛian 
Whieh to ſynt the troble &gret milchaũce, 
Required helpe ofthe king ol Fraunce: 

And great Charles in Bochas as J rede, 
Came to the Pope to helpe him in this nede. 


Charles that time was chefe pꝛotectoure 
To holy churche their pauis and defence, 
W hiche of hole hert and dyligent labour 
With Dediere by manly violence 

He met in Tuſkte of knightly excellence, 
Had a batayle to pꝛeue their might 
Charles victoꝛ Dediere put to flyght. 


Is J fynde he ſled in to Pauie, 

Woꝛthy Charles layde a ſiege afozne 
Conſtrapned them vpon eche partye 

Fo: lacke of vitaile they were almoſt lozne, 
They wantedlicour grayne and cozne, 

By lodayne conſtraynt ⁊ great aduerſyte 
To king Charles they yelded vp the cyte. 


Kyng Dediere was ſent in to Fraunce 
With mighty chaynes fettred in pziſon, 
Like a wꝛetche in (020w # great penaunce 
Died at miſchefe there gayned noraunſon, 
Which had afoze ſo great poſſeſſion, 

After whole day by olde w2iting 
Among lobardes was neuer crowned king, 


The. xiiii. Chapter. 


g Ot Pope Johan a woman with 
childe and put downe. 


A0 the Pꝛinces reherced here tofozne, 
Dꝛoboned in teares came a creature 
Like a bychop rounded and yſhozne, 
And as a pꝛieſt he had abꝛode tonlure: 

Der apparayle outwarde and veſture, | 
Being a woman wherofBochas toke hede, 
Lykea pꝛelate ſhape was her wede. 


She was the (ame that of poꝛe agon 
Unwozthely ſate in Peters place, 
Was afterwarde called Pope John 


A berdleſſe pꝛelate no heare ſene on her face, 
Ok her birth named was the place 
Maience a cite tanding in Jraile, 

Upon the Reen full famous of vitayle. 


In her youth and in her tendꝛe age 
Fozſoke her kyn, and in eſpeciall 

Caſt che would foz her auauntage 
Geue her to conning, bodp, hert and all, 
And in the ſciences called lyberall 

In all ſeuin by famous excellence 

By great ſtudy che had experience. 


Her name couthe in many a diuers lande 

To ſhew her cõning firſt whan ſhe began, 
Serchyng p2ouinces came to Englande, 
No wight ſuppoſing but 5 che was a man: 
Came to Rome her ſtozy tell can, 

Taught Grammer, Bophiſtry, and Logike 
Ked in ſcholes openly rethozike, 


In the tyme ofthemperour Lotarpe, 
Ifter the death as made is mencion, 
(Fro mine auctour if J all nat varie,) 
Ok the Pope which called was Leon, 
The laid woman by electton 

Iſtalled was, no wight (uppoſing than 
By no token but that che was a man. 


The boke of Soꝛtes after that anon 

Ok auenture tourned vp ſo doun, 

She was named and called Pope John: 
Ok whole naturall diſpoſicon 

Fyll by pꝛoceſſe in to temptacion, 

Quicke ww childe the hour came on her than, 
Was deliuered at ſaynt Jhon Lateran, 


After put dowone foz her great outrage, 

I wyll on her ſpende no moze labour 

But paſſe ouer all the ſurplulage, 

Ok her liuing and of her great errour: 
Turne my ſtile bnto the emperour 

Called Yrnolde,# waite his pitous chaunce 
Sonne to Charles þ great king of Fraunce, 


To this Charles as bokes determine 
De was ſonne nat bozne in marpage, 
But begotten on a concubine, 

Toke vpon him of ſurquedous outrage 
Without title, byꝛthe, oꝛ lynage 

To ſuctede by fraude and falſe labour 
Among Romatns to reigne as emperour. 


He was bngracious litting in that _ g 


of John Bochas 


Jn milcheke ſpent his dayes euerychone, 

ith lyce and wozmes made infoztunate, 
Thzough (kyn and lleche fret vnto the bone: 
Craft of medicine noꝛ locour was ther none, 
So depe he was fret in his entraple, 
Died . in diſtreſſe no leche might auayle, 


CHere Bochas counſapleth 
pzinces toremembze 
on Irnolde, 


vne auctour Bochas ſtynte here 
a while, 3 
F We Dbarped his penne of entencis, 
N 1 * anger to tranſpozte his 
(To wꝛite of tyzauntes the tranſgreſſion, 
Moze wode and fell than any Scozpion: 
Them counlailing whan they be moſt bolde 


Foz toremembze of this pꝛoude Irnolde. 


He ne was nat in his pꝛide aſſayled 

With wolues, Tigres, noz Lions (uapled 
With raupnous Beares n02 wilde bozes tra 
Nouther with other mighty champions 
Which haue conquered many regions, 

But with wo2mes engend2ed of his tynde 
The laid Arnolde was murdzed as J tynde: 


In ſuche diliopnt the ſaid Arnolde Node 
With lice and wozmes fret againe nature, 
That was ſo nie boꝛne of Charles blode 
mpotent the paine to endure, 
hiche was in ſothe an bncouth auenture 
That a pzince might nat be ſocoured 
Ot ſmale wozmes foz to be deuoured. 


A greate enſample who lyſt conlidze and ſee 
To pꝛinces all,foz to abate their pꝛide 

Let them conlydze theyz fragylite 

To ſe an emperour to abide — Code: 
Thaſſaute of wozmes,and ley their boſte a⸗ 
Jn this Ar nolde wyſely aduertyſe 

How god hath power their pompe to chaſtile, 


Death of Arnolde did my pen encombze 

Foz the great abhomynacion, | 
Than to Bochas came the twelft in nombze 
Called Pope Jhon as made is mencion, 
Entring by fraude and falſe election 

To goddes lawe frowarde and contrary, 
Nat like a paſtour but lyke a marcenarye- 


F0l.rivt, 


Called afozne he was Octauian, 

Nothing reſembling Peters gouernaunce, 

Frothe time in Rome that he began 

To ſit as Pope, he gaue his attendaunce, 

To folow his luſt and his flechly pleſaunce, 

In hauking and hunting ſtode his felicite | 
And amonge women conuerſaunt to be, i 


Unto ſurfete,ryot.andglotony, 

He gaue him wholy and toke of it nokepe, 
Greatly dilclaundzed he was of lechery, 
Kept in his court without Game o2 dꝛede 
IJ nombꝛe ot women. in cronicle as J rede: 
Two cardinals of purpoſe did entende 
His vicious life to cozreckte and amend, 


And of entent theſe Cardinals two 

The churche elclaũdꝛed caſt them to redꝛeſſe, 
Madeletters, ſent them to Oecho 

Duke ot Saxon, that he ould him dꝛeſſe 
Toward Rome. and ot hie nobleſſe 

On holy churche to haue compaſſion, ' 
Make of this milchefe inſt retounacion, 


This Pope Jhon whan he hath perceiued 
Ok thele Cardinals the maner of wzitingz 
Ind howe the duke þ letters hath receiued, 
Ye to do vengeaunte made not tarpeng. 
Bode no lenger this iudgement peuing, 
Cut ofthe noſe kelly ot that one, 

Yand of þ other, and both were called John. 


The emperour did his letters ſende 

To this Pope ot hole affection, 

Ok his defautes he ſhould him amende: 

But there was found no cozrection, 

Foz which he was depoſed and put doun 

By Cardynals fo his curſidneſſe, | 
Me liſt nomoze to wꝛite of his wzetchidnes, 


Foz his defautes a his gret outrage Cuiſe 
This John put downeas yehaue herde de- 
Mine auctour after caught a great cozage 
Seing this miſchefe inmany londzy wyle 
In holy churche which that dyd aryſe, 
Among pzelates caſt himſelfe blyue 

Theit defautes openly to diſcryue. 


Of their pꝛide and pzeſumpcion, 1 
And while he gan ſtudie in this matter 3 
He gan rembze anone in his reaſon 

Upon a verſe written in ö Sautere (nere. 

Touche nat my pꝛophetes ne nigh thẽ nat to 
; Ee.i Noz 
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Not againe the beware in dede and thought 
In no wyſe that ye maligne nought, 


Foꝛ this cauſe as ye ſhall bnderſtande 
{Touching this matter (plain as J rede) 
Mine auctour gan withdzaw his hande, 
Left his purpoſe and foꝛth gan pꝛocede: 

To whole pzelence 02 that he toke hede 
Came a pꝛinte duke Charles of Lozayne, 
Him belought to wzite his greuous payne. 


Che. xb. Chapter, 


Ot Charles of Lozayne confounded 
with hunger. 


his Duke of Lozayne as pe chall 
E : conceiue 
Iz bad werre with þ king of Fraũce 


Called Hugh Capet,and as Jap- 
percepue 

An arci;ebyGop to do the king pleſaunce 

Of hatred made his ozdinautice 

A'gayne this duke, a awayte vpon him let 

(That he hun toke a bedde whan he llept. 


The (aid byſhop gan falſly bndermpne 
This wozthy duke by full falle treaſon, 
Which as J fynde was called Ancelme, 
Ind he was biſhop that time of Leon, 
Which by fraude and falſe colluſion 

Toke this pzince p was dukeof Lozaine, 
And to the king he bzought him by a traine. 


By whome he was deliuered to pziſon 

To Ozliaunce, and with chaynes bounde: 
What was his ende was made no mencion 
But in a pyt hozryble and pzofounde 
Milchefe with hunger did him lo conkounde, 
That J ſuppoſe this duke of Lozaine 
Conlumed was foz conſtraint of his paine. 


The xvi. C hapiter. 


¶ Howe king Salamon whylom 
ol Hungery was put to tight, 


ter to Bochas there tame doun 

an $42 2ces four, and eche foz his party 

| — Their gretes tolde, and fyzſt Dala- 
on 

That whylom reigned in Hungry 


— 


Bothe fole and cowarde bokes ſpecify, 
Uoyde of reaſon, noyſed of pgnoꝛaunce 
Ind at a point cou de no puruetaunce, 


Foztune alſo did at him diſdayne 

Fozhe was nouther manly noz cozagiensg, 
Again whom were wozthy knightes twain 
Herta was one with Laodiſlaus 

— — in armes notable and vertuoug, 
Bothe at ones on Salomon came doun 
And made him ſtye out ok his region, 


CThꝛough his vnhappy fro warde cowardiſe 
There was in him founde no defence, 
Flight was his chelde, liſt in no wyſe 

Gaine his enemies make no reliſtence, 
Fapled herte to come to pꝛeſence 

To ſaue his lande, he dꝛe de him lelfe ſo ſoze, 
Ok whom Bochas wꝛit in his boke no moze. 


The xbii. Chapter. 


CYowe Petro kyng of Hunger 
was llayne, 


Called Petro reygning inhungry, 
Fo: his defautes agapne the kyngeof 
Fraunce 
Pcalled Charles of malice and foly 
By indignacion this was his turmentry, 
His eyen put out ther was no better ſocour, 
Ind after ſlaine by dome of the emperour, 


Y (7 other kynge put here in remembꝛaũce 


The.xviti. Chapter 


zwhowe Diogenes the Emperour was 
taken, and his eyen put out, 


ter to Bochas there came twain 
on the rong 
5 * of Sweue fozmeſt as J 
— N re e, 
7 Againe themperour ſyzſt malicy⸗ 
ouſly wozking, _ | 
Henry the emperour reigning tho in dede: 
But foꝛ his malice this was his fatal mede, 
Banyched to dwel amonge beaſtes lauage 
Slaine in a fozeſt foz his great outrage. 


Whatt Conſtantine departed from thys lyfe 
Whiche of all Grece was loꝛde c gouernonr, 
By mariage of her that wag his wike, 


Of Jhon Bothas 


A knight Diogenes was made emperour: 
Foztune to him did ſo great fauour 
Conſtantinople holding in his hande, 

Is louerapne pꝛince of al grekes lande. 


pet ther were ſome that grutched theragain 
And had of him great indignacion, 

The king of Perce Belſet Tarquiniaine, 
Frohim by fozce toke manya region, 
Meſopota mie to his poſſeſſion 

Toke by ſtrong hand thꝛough his chiualrp, 
Maugte Diogenes # almoſt all Surrye, 


Belſet Tarquiniã made him ſelfe ſotronge 
By manly fozce Diogenes to aſlayle, 

And foꝛ Diogenes thought he did him w2ong 
He gan o2daine great ſtulfe and apparaple, 
A day aſſigned they met in bataple: 
Diogenes of froward auenture 

Ye #his knightes bzought to diſcomkpture. 


Take he was, a bꝛought by great diſdayne, 
In whom as tho there was no reliſtence, 
To kinge Belſet called Tarquim:aine: 

Ind whan he came to his pzelince 

Againſt him was yeue this lentence, 

To lie downe plat and that king Belſet 
Should take his fote and on his thzote let, 


This was done foꝛ an hie dilpite 
Diogenes bzought fozthe on a chayne, 
Without reuerence, fauour, oz reſpyte, 

At great feaſtes aſſigned was his payne; 
Ind alderlaſt put out his eyen twayne, 
The whele of foztune tourneth as a ball 
Sodapne clymbing alketh a ſodayne fail; 


The. xix. Chapiter. 


Chow Kobert dutze of Nozmandy foughte 
with the Turkes, was named to the 
crovne of Jeruſalem, and 
died at miſchete; 


Woꝛthye Pꝛynte ſpoken ok in manpe 
reem od ' 74 

a + Noble Robert duke of Nozmandy, 
Chole to the crowne of Jerulaleem, 
But foz cauſe he did it deny - 
Foꝛtune vnto him had enup: 
The lame Nobert next in ozdze was 
That came to playne his fali vnto Bochas. 


Fol. x vii | 


Foꝛ Chaiſtes fayth this mighty champion 
This duke Robert armed in plate and maile 
With manly Godfray, Godfray de Bollion, 
Againeturkes fought a great batayle, 

Foz Chaiſtes faythe that it ould auaile, 
Toluſtene the lawe in their entent 

To all the kinges of the Occident. 


Of Turkes #Sarazins was ſo gret anobze 
Gaine Chꝛiſtes law gadzed in puiſſaunce 
The fayth of Chziſt fallly to encombze, 

But there were made haſty ozdinaunce 

By kinges of England Roꝛmandy  Fratice 
Firſt to ſocour did their buſy paine 

Godfray de Bollion, p was dukeofLozaine; 


Which on Sarazins made a diſcomfpture 
Maugre Turkes koꝛ all their great might, 
In which battaile Chaſt made him recure 
The felde that day to ſuppoꝛte his right, 
Where Robert was found ſo good a knight 
That foz his nobleſſe by recozde of wꝛityng 
Ok Jeruſalem was named to be king. 


He aſſented nat to the election 

Bytauſe of new that he did vnderſtande 
His elder bzother fo2 hoꝛt concluſion, 
Pcalled Wulpam was dead in Englande: 
Wolde in no wyle take þ crowne on hande 
Of Jeruſalem, but like a manly knight 
Came to Englande foz to clapme his right 


Ind yet oꝛ he tame he had knowledging 
Dis ponger bzother called Henry 

Had vpon him take to be crowned kyng, 
Tolde his loꝛdes and pzinces fynally 

He was next heyze.entred rightfully 

As euheritour to (uccede in that reem 
His b2other being king of Jheruſalem, 


God wot the cauſe ſtode all in other wyle 
The ſaid Robert duke of Nozmandye 
Purpoſedhim by marciall empziſe 

From his bꝛother to take the regalpe, 
Toe his punces and his chpualrye 
Thought he wold like a manly knighte 
Irryue in England, and reioyſe his righte, 


Both in one felde aſſembled on a dap, 10 
The bzethzen twayne, ech w ſtrong party . 
To darraine and make no delap 
Eche with other to holde champarty: 
But whan thele loꝛdes the milchefe did eſpy, 
Thep buſied them and were — 
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Atwene the bzetherne to refourme pees, 


(The ſaid bꝛetherne were fully condiſcended 
Upon this poynt foz ſhoꝛte concluſion, 

As in the accoꝛde was iuſtlycompꝛehended, 
Venry to holde and haue poſſeſſion 

During his life of al this region, 

And Robert Gould haue foz his party 

A ſumme of golde with all Nozmandy, 


The thouſande poũde put in remembzaunce 
Ethe pere to Robert ſent fro his region, 
Ol which payment to make full aſſuraunce 
Was lapde hoſtages as made is mencion: 
But yet of ne o fyll a diſcencion 

Atwene the bzetherne of hatred and enuy 
Foꝛ acertaine caſteli Þ ſtode in Nozmandy, 


Which caſtell longed ok heritage 
Unto the kinges iurildiction, 

Ok which the duke toke his auauntage 
Maugre the king and held poſleſſion, 
Turned after to his confuſion: 

Ind whan the king this thing did eſpye 
With ſtronge hand came to Nozmandy, 


Where the duke was layde a ſiege about, 
Made ozdinaunce to recure his right, 
Gate the caſtell, toke his bꝛother out, 
Empꝛiſoned him of very foꝛce and might: 
Left him alone out of all mennes light 
Fourtene pere, the cronicle wziteth lo, 
There he died in miſchefe and in wo. 


Whyle Bochas was buſy in his labour 
His boke tacomplytſhe with great diligence, 
To him appered the great emperour 
Called Henry, chewed his pꝛelence, 

Gan tomplaine vpon great offence 
Done to him, the miſchefe and diſtreſſe 
By his ſonnes great vnkyndneſſe, 


The which lonne was called eke Henry 
Greatly accuſed of ingratytude, 

Cauſe he w2ought ſo dilnaturally, 
Toke his father with fozce and multitude, 
Eatreated him boyſteouſly and rude, 

And afterward there gayned no raunlon 
At great milchefe, he dyedin pꝛylon. 


The. xx. Chapiter. 


How Joceline pꝛinte of Kages foz pꝛyde, 
ſlouth, and lechery,dyed in pouerte, 


Bothe ok aſſent toke them to the llight: 


= Ext in oꝛdꝛe with triſt a ded viſage, 

5 A Unto Bochas to chew his heuines 
Came Jocelyne, lozd and pꝛince ot 

RMRage, 

Which is a cite famous of ryches: 

And this pꝛincee mine auctoz bereth witneſſe) 

Was greatly yeue to ſlouth and logardy, 

And all his luſt he let inlechery, 


Left his lozd@yp out of gouernaunce 

Foz lacke of wildome and diſcrecion, 

In fleſhly laſt ſet all his pleſaunce, 

And of the countreis about him enupꝛon 

He was nat had in reputacion: 

Certayne pzinces mine auctoz doth dilcryue 
Ok his lozd@yp caſt him to depziue. 


Amonge whiche the pꝛince of Flapy 
Called Sangupne the ſtozy who lyſt ſe, 
To Joceltne hauing great enuy 

Layde a ſiege to Rages the cite, 

He beyng abſent terre from that countre 
And thus foz ſlouthe # wylful neglygence 
Nages was take by mighty violence, 


And Joceline commaunded to pꝛilon, 

To him foztune was lo contrarious, 

Loſt his lozdyp and dominacion: 

Lo here the fpne of folkes vicious 

Slowe, delicat, pꝛoude, and lecher ous, 
Dyed in pouerte in milchete and in nede: 
Ol vicious pꝛinces lo here the fynallmede, 


The. xxi.Chapit er. 


EYowe the emperour Indꝛonicus llewe all 
that were of the blode royal, cheryched 
vicious people,and after was 
banged, 


As very heire here and trewe ſucceſſour 
By election and alſo by lynage, 
Came Andꝛonicus loꝛde and emper our 
Ok Conſtantinople,crowned king of age, 
Next to Bochas with trilt and pale vyſage: 
Beleching hinrto do his buſy cure 
To remembze his wokul auenture. 


Imonge grekes by ſtoꝛy and ſcripture 
(This Andꝛonicus gouerned nat aright, 
Againe lawe and eke agayne nature 
Founde with his ſuſterfief®ty on a night, 


Againe 


of John Bochas 


Agaynehim his coſyn was ſo fell 
Lozdeofthat countre called Emanuell, 


Fo2 a time ſtode as a man exiled 

Foz his diſcẽcions a many an vncouth ſtrife, 
By his pꝛintes after reconſiled 

Standing in hope he ould amende his lyfe: 
But in the tyme that he was fugitife 

He was made loꝛde a ſtode ſo foz a whyle, 
Retgnyng in Pontus, ot Iſie a great Jle, 


In this whyle Emanuell was deade 
Fall in great age the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 
Dauyng a child, and he who liſt take hede 
Wh yle he dwelled in his tathers houg 
Among grekes called IJlexius, 

And the tutour that he was aſſigned to 
Pcalled was Alexius alſo, 


(The ſame that was aſſigned his tutour 
Tole vpon him al the gouernaunce 

Dad ful power as lozde and Emperoure 
And al rhe empire vnder his obeiſaunce, 
Pzinces x loꝛdes gaue to him attendaunce: 
Where that he were pzeſent oꝛ abſent 

Eche thing was done at his comaundement, 


Imeane as thus, he had al in hand 
Conſtantinople: a cite of great ſubſtaunce, 
But fozertozcions whych he dyd in the lande 
On his lubiectes, and foʒ miſgouernaũce 
Among the loꝛdes it fyll in remembzaunce 
Al of aſſent in hert gan deſire, 

To Call Andzonicus agayne to his emppꝛe. 


By aſſent reſtoꝛed and crowned Emperour 
Conſtantinople entring the cite, 

Buſied him by fraudulent labour 

All the bloude bozne of the imperiall ſee 
Foz to be layne by bengeable cruelte, 

By tudgement of this Andꝛonicus 

Extept a pzince called Jſacius, 


Thus in ekfecte the trouth was well lene 

He was vengeable laſt in his olde age 
Right as he was in his peres grene, 

Felly gouerned, ful of falſe outrage; 
Laſtofal malicious of cozage 

Toke to cotilel in Grete he was thus named, 
Al ſuch as were dilclaundꝛed oꝛ diffamed, 


Homitides he had in his honſhoulde, 
Tirantes 5 wzought agapne ryghtwyſenes, 
Cheriched al that hardy were and bolde 


Widowes, wines, æ maidens to oppꝛeſſe: 
RKibaudry was called gentilnes, 
Spared nouther he was ſo lecherous 
Women lwoꝛne chaſt,noz folke religious; 


Had alſo no maner conſcience 

To his lubiectes, falſelye by rauine 
Toke what him lift by vniuſte violence, 
To al vyces hys youth he dyd enclyne: 
And all that were of the royall lyne 
Were ſlaine echone except Jſacius, 

As J tolde erſt, by Jnd2onicus, 


And as J fynd foz him in haſte he ſent 
Foz this purpoſe to come to his pꝛelence, 
To murdꝛe him this was his entent 

By diuers tokens and many euydence: 
And fully knewe the fine ok his ſentence 
He lyke a pꝛinte lyſt come no nere, 
Smpt of the heade of the Meſſanger, 


And After that of manly pꝛouidence 

Myd the cite ſhewed him lyke a knyght, 
Pꝛayde loꝛdes to peue him audience 
Pꝛinces, and iudges, foꝛ to do him ryght, 
That he might declare in their ſyght 
Great iniuries domages outragious 


F Ol. xt Viit, 


Wꝛzought by themperour called Indzonicug, 


O Citezins that knowe all the gile 

Of your Emperour called Andꝛonicug, 
Not emperour lo as ye lyſt aduertyle 
But a tiraunt cruel and furious, 

A falle murderer, vengeable, a diſpitous, 
Hath of newe and froward falſe coꝛage 
Slapne of the Emppꝛe holy the lynage. 


There is aliue left none of the blode 
Saue J alone of the royall lyne, 
Foz And2onicus lyke a tiraunt wode 


Hath flaine echone bꝛeuely to termpne, (cline 
Bis (wozde of vegeaunce they myghte not de⸗ 


Nowe purpoſeth he of moꝛtall tiranye 
To flee me allo that am of their alye, 


Requiringeyou in this conſiſtozy 

O titeʒ ins that here pzeſent be, 
Toremembze and call to memo2y 
Howe this famous impexiall cite 

Hath ape ben redy to do equite, 

Buly alſo of their nobleſſe 

Wꝛonge of tirauntes manly to opp2eſſe, 


Philoſophers and Poetes eke deuyle 
Ee. iii. 


In 


The ninth boke 


In their lawes pꝛudent and notable, 
Blode of tirauntes is noble ſacrifice 
To god aboue whan they be vengeable: 
And ſith ye be ryghtfull,tuſt,and table, 
In your wozkes voyde of variaũce 
Were thys matter iuſtly in balaunce. 


The people echone al of one aſſent 
Foz outrages of thys Andꝛonicus 

ut him downe by ryghrfull iudgement, 
1 n whole place was let vp Flacius: 
The ſayd tiraunt frowarde and vicious 
Gan maligne and hym lelke d2eſſe 
In his detence to make a foꝛtreſſe. 


It holpe him not to make reſiſtence, 

So as he ſtode voyde of al fauoure 

Seiged he was, and by violence 

Maugre hys myhgt rent out ok that tower, 
Spolled cruelly founde no better ſocout: 
Stode ali naked quakyng in his papne, 

Ind kyzſt rent out one of his eyen tway1n2?, 


And ouermoze he had this rewarde 
Wythout help, locour, oz reſpite, 

Rode on att alle his face ſet backwarde 
The aſſes taple holdyng foz dilpite, 
Whom to beholde the people had delpte: 
To poꝛe and ryche thꝛugh the cite 

Hymn to rebuke was graunted liberte. 


After al this in a carte ſet 

And vengeably lad out of Þ toun, 

By dome hanged ot an hye gybet 

The people on hym to hys confuſton, 
Made clamour and terrible (oun; 

Wolde neuer fro the galowes wende 
Tyllin milcheke by death he made an ende. 


CLenuoye, 
N "od tragedy agaynſte Andꝛoni⸗ 
cus, 


VE E/||Bochas maketh an exclamacion 

Igapne al pꝛinces vicious, 
Wyle they haue power and dominacion 
By tirannpe vlinge extozcion, 


Concludynge thus that theyz talſe liuing 
Ok right requireth to haue an puell ending. 


Indifferentlythis tyzant lecherous | 
Ok wyues a maidens made none excepcion, 
Folowyng his luſt froward a diſclaundzous 
Spared ao woman of religion, | 


Made wyues bzeake their pꝛofeſſion 
By violence, peyſe wel al this thing 
Ok tyght requyzeth to haue an yucll endyng. 


Moſt in murdꝛe he was contagious 

Ok innocent blode to make effuſion, 
Uengeable alſo agayne al vertuous, 
Againſt his kynrede ſought occaſion 

To llee them. fro whych that he came doun: 
Which conſidered all ſuch falſe wozking 
Ok right requireth to haue an yuell endynge, 


Bochas manaceth pzinces outragious 
Whyche by their pzoude hateful abuſion 

To god and man of wyll contrarioug, 
Daupyng in herte a falſe opinion 

Al tho that bene in their ſabtection 

They may deuour their power lo ſtretchyng, 
Which Gal not faile to haue an yuell endyng, 


Noble pꝛinces ye that bene deſirous 

To perſeuer in your dominacion, 

Ind in al vertue to be victozious, 

Cheriche trouth and put falchede doun, 

Be merciable meaſured by reaſon: 

Of Indzonicus theſurfetes eſchewyng 
That ye by grace may haue a good endyng, 


The.xrii, Chapter, 


C Of Ilacins made blynde and 
take at miſchefe, 


| A? is reherſed whan Jſacius 


Had all the Empire in his poſſeſſion, 
To auenge the deth of Indzonicus 
Conſtantinople in that royal toun 
I bꝛother of his there came doun; 
With a baſin bzenning bꝛight as glede, 
Made him blind, of hym no moze J rede, 


Except J ſacius was take at miſchete 
Ok him that wzought his diſtruction, 
Liyng awayte as doth a pꝛeuy thefe 
Toke the Emperour,put him in pꝛilon: 
Uengeably dyd execulion 

As is remembzed witha baſyn bzight, 
Bꝛennyng red hote and lo he loſt his ſight, 


A lonne he had called Alexius 

Tendꝛe of age, caſt him to ſuccede, 

By his tutout falſe and contrarious 
Murdꝛed he was at miſchefe as J rede: 


The lame tutour purpoling as in dede 


Of Jhon Wochas 


Ofthe empire by falſe colluſion 
By fraude and mede to haue poſſeſſicn, 


In this chapiter of him no moꝛe J fynde 
Reherced here in oꝛder by wzitynge, 

But to mine auctour þ pzoceſſe maketh mind 
(There came in haſte Sangot of Egipt kyng, 
And with him came piroully wepyng 
Mightye pꝛinces Soudans twapne, 
Reigning in Damas, their falles to coplayne 


Ok Aloppe Salech was that one, 

Reigning in Damas ok his true ryght, 
Cathabadyn there beyng eke loudan 
Which in tho daies was holde a good knight 
And right notable in euery mannes light: 
And foꝛ the Soudan of Babilon aferte 
Called Saladyn oppꝛeſſed was with werre, 


Foz ſocour ſent to theſe pzinces twapne 

To come in halt wyth all their chiualry, 
Him to luppoꝛte and do their buſy payne, 
Enfozcetyerir mygut to ſuſtene hys partye: 
Whole requeſt they lyſt not deny 

A bode no lenger but made them ſelfe ſtronge 
To ſtande with hym were it ryght oz wong. 


Ok thys matter the lubſtaunce to conclude 
(Thele pꝛintes came Salech # Cathabadyn, 
Foz their guerdon they founde ingratitude 

In this fozſayde Soudan Saladin, 
Founde him vnkirde,platnly thys is the fyne 
From their eſtates as it was after knowe 
Diſgraded the both. bzoughte the ful lowe. 


Of him in ſothe they had none other mede 
Foꝛ their labour, noꝛ foz their kyndnes, 
What fyll after in Bochas J not tede 
Foz he foꝛthwith leaueth this pꝛeceſſe 
Ind vnto Robert doth his ſtyle dꝛeſſe 
Called Fatentyne reigninge in Taurence, 
Who loft his lozdſhyp-by fodayne vrotence , 


(This to lay he reigned but a whyle. 
Thys layd Robert loſt his gouernaunce, 
Next toBochas came Guylliam of Cecile 
Kpyng of that coũtre loꝛde of great puiſſaunce, 
Loſt his tingdom th2ugh foꝛtunes variance, 
His eyen twayne rent out ofhys heade 

After died in milchete and in dꝛede⸗· 
Which Guititam.reigoyng in Cecile: . . . 
Was v diſcent hoꝛm nye of ale 

To Nobert Guiſterde, as bokes do compile, 


Fol. xt ix 


That whylom was duke of Rozmandpe, 
Greatly deliting in chyualry 

With his bꝛother ful notable of renoun 
Which bzought Naples to ſubꝛection. 


His bzothers name was Rogere, 

Vhich had a ſonne to be his enheritour 
Called Tancret as ſayth the croniclere 
Which toke vpon him to reigne as ſucceſſour: 
Thus in Cecile Tancret was gouernour, 
Igayne whom by title ſought a fer 

Ot aliaunce he gan a moztall werre. 


Fo: a mapde that called was Conſtaunce 
That doughter was to the kyng Rogere, 
Whych was ſet of ſpirituall pleaſaunce 
To be religious of hole hert and entere, 
Ind by recozde of the croniclere 

This Conſtaunce hath the wozld fozſake, 
Ind to religion hath her body take, 


Ok this Conſtaunce the ſelfe ſame pere 
That te was bozne as made is mencion 
There was a clerkea great aſtronomere, 
Tolde of her byzth by calculation 

She Qoulde caule the deſolacion | 
Of that kingdome, by p2ocelle ot her age 
By the occalton onely of mariage. 


Some that were to Tancret great enmy 

By their vngoodly exhoꝛtaciou, 

Moued the Emperour f Called was Henry 
To take Conſtaunce from her religion, 

And by the Popes diſpenſacion 

She wedded was to thẽperour by his might, 
By tytle ol her put Tancret from hys ryght. 


Wyth a great nombꝛe of Italiens 

The Emperour entred in to that region, 
But by fauour of Cectliens :- . - | 
Tancret jong time ſtode in polleſſtan: 

But thꝛough foztunes tranimutagion 
The lame tyme to tonclude in ſentence 
Tye ſaide Taneret dyed on peſttience, 


Nys ſonne Guilliũ g; mas but vonge in dede 

With Ceciliens caſt him not to faile 

To kepe hys land and his tyght poſſede, | 
Met the Emperont wyth itateby apparayle 
Made him redy wyth him to haue a battayle: 

But the Emperoux td great anantage 

Caſt other te of fraude in is cozage, 
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The Emperour caſt another whyle, 
Bya faſe colout to fall at accozde 
And pong Guilliam vngoodly to begile: 
Undze treaty taken in Cecil? 

Falſiy depziued ofhys region 
Sent to Itaile, and thꝛowe in pꝛiſon. 


By wey ok treatp the ſtoꝛp who lyſt lee 
All concluded vnder falſe treaſon, 

With Guilliam take were his luſters thze 
His eyen put out foz moꝛe concluſion, 

He perpetually dampned to pꝛiſon: 
Dyed in pouerte loſt his enheritaunce, 
Lo here the fyne of wozidly variaunce, 


Further to wꝛite as Jhon Bochas began 
After that Guilliam was put fro hys reem, 
To hym appered Guyot Lucintan 

Chole afoꝛe kynge of Jeruſalem, 

Whoſe knightly fame Gone lyke the ſon beem 
Which by his nobleſſe he whilo dyd attayne 
Godfray pꝛelent that was duke of Lozayne, 


But by the Soudan named Saladine 
He was enchaced of that digaite, 

Al woꝛldly pomp? d2aweth to declpne: 
So fo the conſtraint of his aduerlite 
The yeres paſſed ofhis pꝛolperite 
Wente in to Cipꝛes as a tugitike, 
Wyat fil after J tede not in his lx fe. 


To make hys coplaynt after hym tame one 
Which had ſtand in great perplexite, 
Erle ot Bꝛpenne and was called Jhon, 
Whych afterwarde was kynge of the cyte 
Called Jeruſalem, and had alſo parde 

A faite doughter ponge and tender ok age, 
Jopned after to Frederike in mariage. 


Beyng that tyme loꝛde and Emperour 
Was deſtroug aboue al other thyng 

Of Jerulalem to be gouernour, 

And of Ceeyle to becrowned kyng: 
Whiche alderlaſt foꝛ his ſubtyle woꝛkynge 
Conſtrained was downe fro that partye 
To be a capitaiae &lerue in Lombatdye. 


5 The.rriit. Chapter. 
C Ofhentptheeldeſt Sonne of Fres 
derike the ſcconde myſcheued 
by hys fa- 
ther. 


R — to Bochas, croked, halte, and 
9 vcke 
One called Henrye cãe fo to plaine 

The eldeſt lonne vnto Frederike 

p likneſſe had felt great payne, 
Megre and pale contracte in euerp vayne, 
Of whole langour the chefe occaſion 
Was that he lay ſo longe tyme in pꝛiſon. 


Il hys dyſeaſe at great aduerſite 

Pcauſed was foz choꝛte concluſion 

By his fathers frowarde cruelte, 

As Bochas after maketh mencion: 

Ind thys Henry by generacion 

Sonne vnto Frederike lyke as it is founde 
Imeane Frederike called the (econde, 


This Henry by diſcent of lyne 

Df Ceecyle fyꝛſt was crowned kinge, 

Ind of Jeruſalem whoſe renome dyd ſhine 
Though many a lande at his beginnyng; 
And foztune alſo in her wozkyng 

Was to this Henry paſſyng notable, 

In al his woꝛkes inly fauourable, 


Ok his perſon he had this auantage, 

To all the people he was right acceptable, 
Well comended in his flour ynge age 

Ok chere fate and loke ryght ampable, 

Ind of his poꝛte very demure and ſtable, 
Called in his ginninge ſuche fauoure he hat) 
Ok pꝛinces al very lyght a ſonne. (wonne 


But ofte it falleth that a glad mozning 
Whan Phebus ſheweth his beames bzighte 
The day ſomtyme therupon folowyng 
With ſome derke ſkye is clipſed of hys lighte: 
And ſemblably thzough foztunes myght 
This laid pzince by her falſe variaunce 
Fonde in her whele full noious greuaunte. 


Who may the furies of foꝛtune appeſc, 

Her troubly waues to make them platne: 
Wher me moſt truſt they fynde moſt diſcaſe, 
Where double cozages ſtande in nocertaine, 
AGtining day is ofte meint with raine, 
Thus of Frederike the great bnſtablenes 
Dath bꝛought his (on in milchefe d dyſtreſle. 


This Frederike let bp in great fauour 

By the Popes diligent buſines 

Unto theſtate lyft vp of Emperour, 

But thzough his fatal frowarde — ? 


of John Bothas 


Of conetyſe fyl in ſuch exceTTe, 
Toke vpon him the Patrimony to gye 
Ot Chziũes cyutch,tyat parte tooccupp. 


Fyl in the Popes indignacion, 

Counſaple noz treaty mygHt none auaple, 
But ofmalice and pꝛelumpcion 

Caſt wyth the Pope to haue a great battaile: 
The layd Henry hys kather gan counſaple 
Agapne the churche to do no violence, 

But him lubmit wyth humble obedience, 


The ſtrite enduringe atwene theſe eſtates 
Frederik made his ſonne to be accuſed, 
To hym of crymelele mageſtatis, 
Woulde not ſuffer he could be excuſed; 
But lyke a man malicioufly refuſed, 

By his fathers curſed talle treaſon 

He mas cõmaunded to dye in pꝛiſon. 


Some bokes ſay he was taken a bzought 
To his father ot dome to haue ſentence, 

But lyke a man paſſed ſoꝛow a thought 
Whych to hys lyfe had none aduertence, 
Furiouſly and wyth great vyolence 

As he was lad alas on hozibake, 

Dys hozſe fyl downe # ſo hys necke he brake 


Some bokes reherſe of hym and ſapne 
Yys father toke agayne hym occaſion: 
And whan he had longe in cheynes layne 
It great milcheke he dyed in pziſon , 

And ſome lape that he fyl doun 

Ok a bꝛidge as Bochas reherleth here 
Ind dꝛowned was in a depe ryuere, 


d ſtcommendacion of Bochas 
Exte in oꝛdꝛe myne auctour dyd hys 
ture 


of ſuche as be kynde to 
their kynred. 

Me. make a ſpeciall commendacion 

Df ſuch as be dilpoled by nature 

And by their kyndly inclinacion 

Is blode requireth and generacion 

To acquite the lelłe in thought wyll a dede 


Without fayning vnto they; kinred. 


Speciallp that none bnkindneſſe, 
Be founde in them foz none aduerſite, 
To conſider ofnaturall gentyines 
To them appzopzed is mercy and pyte 


Fol. xxx. 


Ind to auopde the falſe duplicite. 
That was in Frederik, whyche lo bnkyndly 
Let ſlee hys ſonne that called was Henry. 


Ppte is appꝛopzed to kynrede, 

Father and mother by dilpolicion 

To cherpch theyꝛ chyldzen and eke fede 

Tyl ſeuen pere paſſe, lawe maketh mencion: 
Andas they be bounde of naturall reaſon 
That tyme paſſed their tendernes tenclyne, 
Unto foztune by vertuous dylcipline, 


Thanafterwarde in theyz adoleſcence 
Uertuonſ]y to tech them and chaſtiſe, 
Noziſh them in doctrine and Science, 
Foſtre in vertue bices to dyſpyſe: 

To be curteyſe pzudent ſad and eke wyle: 
Foz whan they gyn wyth vertue in that age 
Gladly after they do no great outrage, 


As it longeth toeuery gentlelygne 

And blode royall by kyndly influence, 

To father # mother ewe them ſelfe benigne 
Ok humble hertes to do them reuerence: 

Aye to remembzc in their aduertence 

On lpxe pꝛinces that wꝛought the contrarye, 
Foz whyche foztune was their aduerſarye, 


Eueriche toother founde wag bnkinde, 

In curſed blode may be no kindneſſe, 

Of one tarage ſauoureth tree and rynde, 
The frute alſo beareth of the tre wytnes: 
And ſemblably the fathers curſednes 

Wyth moztall (woꝛde in nature repzouable, 
Againe the childe is ofteſene vengeable. 


Among whych Bzutus is rekened one, 
Next in o2der folowed Manlius, 

Slewe their chyldzen by retoꝛde euerychone, 
Philip Manlius and alſo Caſſius, 

And cruell Herode fel and malicious, 
Frederik alſo moſt bengeably, 

Slewe his ſonne that called was Henry. 


This Frederik ayefrowarde and contrary 

Towarde his ſon not gracious noz benygne, 

From holy churche vngoodly he gan vary, 

And theragaynefrowardly maligne: | 
Ind lyke a man obſtinate and vndigne 

Dyed accurſed thzugh miſgouernaunce 

Wythout confeſſion oz repentaunce, 


The-xrxiiii.chapter, 


The ninth boke 


© Howe Manfroxe kyng of Poyle 
was ſlapne. 


ON Exte too Bochas of Poylecame the 
(Lean 

Began hys fall and complaynte to 
ſpecify, 

Called Mankrop, and foz hys falſe wozkyng 
Put downe and ſlayne cauſe of his tirannp: 
Lo what auayleth ſeptr oz regaly, 

Toa tyꝛaunt which of violence, 

Liſt to godwarde haue none aduertence: 


The.rrv.Chapiter, 


Chowe Ences kyng of Sardiny 
dyed in pꝛilon. 


S#—1vth loke downe caſt, deadly, pale of 


chere 
2 Of Sardinpa Ences nexte came 


Kyng of that lande to tell the manere 

Howe he werrayed agayne the myghty toun 
Called Bononta to his confuſion 

By them vẽquiched a wyth chaynes rotide 
Dyed in pꝛiſon ſo long he lay there bounde, 


Folowig mpne auctour called Bocas Jhon, 
Jn Sardintia, as he maketh mynde, 
Serpent noꝛ wolle in that lande was none, 
Hauyng a well whych of very kynde 
Theues eyen the water maketh blynd: 

To true folke as he doth deutne 

Vater thereof was helth and Medicine. 


There groweth alſo an herbe as bokes ſep 
Which that is ſo diuers of nature 

Who taſteth therof laughyng he chal dey, 
No medicine may helpe them noz luccour: 
The touche therof ſtante eke in auenture , 
Ik it enter his mouth on any ſyde, 

He ſhal alyue fot laughter not abyde, 


The.xxvi.chapter, 
2 Howe another Frederpke was ſlayne by 


iudgemente of hys 
bzother. 


— _ another frowarde Fre⸗ 
Sonne of Alphonte that was king 


of Caſtple, 


Ofcozage wode and eke frantyke, 

His owne bꝛother talſiy to begyle 
Begana werre laſtynge but a whyle: 
Whole purpoſe was his bzother to dylceiue 
Jud the crowue ok Caltile toreceyue, 


This Frederike came with a greate battaile 
Agapyne his bꝛother koz the ſame entent, 

Ok his purpoſe pet he dyd fayle, 

God noz foꝛtune were not of aſſent: 

Take in the felde,and by indgement 

Ok his bꝛother foꝛ his great treſpace, 
Slapne openly he had no better grace. 


The. xx bi. Chapter. 


S Howe Manimettus and Irgones 
dyed at milchefe, 


[ms of Perce loꝛde and kyng 

Came next in pzeace diſtreſſed in gret 
payne, 

Upon foztune pitioully playnyng 

His aduerlite dyd him lo conſtrapne: 

Foz there was one whych at him did dildaine 

Called Irgones, voide of title oꝛ ligne 

Gayne Manimettus pzoudlye gan malinge, 


Whych Jrgones foz his pꝛeſumpcion 
Take at miſchefe by ſodayne violence, 
His dome was giuen to dye in pziſon, 
Ok no power to make reſiſtence: 

But foztune that can no difference 

Of herchaunges atwene frende and fo, 
Cauled them dye at miſchcfe both two, 


«> (The.xrxviti. Chapter, 


t>HDowe Charles Kynge of Jeru⸗ 
ſalem and of Cecile foz auarice 
and auoutry died at miſchefe 


Fter theſe foꝛſapde reherſed in ſentence 
As Bochas remembzeth in hys ſtyle, 
Came Noble Charles vnto pzeſence 

Kyng of Jeruſalem and allo ot Cecile, 
Ok whole coming myn auctour a | while 
Aſtopned was, to ſe his knyghtly face 


With luch chere come in to the plate. 


Foz by hys poꝛte who behelde hym wele 
Conſidꝛed kyꝛſt his loke and hys vyſage, 
It ſempt he trad vpon foꝛtunes whele, 


Jud of his noble marciall cozage 
ns zag Had 


Ot Jhon 3ochas 


Had ok her power gotten auauntage: 
Shewyng him ſelke on eche pariye 
Her and her might dyd vttecly defye, 


Firſt to commende his royall hye lpnage 
Ind of his vertuous famous alyaunce, 

And by wziting and pzapſing of langage 
The name of him (pecially to auaunce, 
Sapth he was bozne of the blode of Fraũce, 
And to encreace moſt ſouera pnlye his pꝛiſe 
Waiteth he was bzother vnto lapnt Le wle. 


Gaue to Fraunce this commendacion, 

So as Phebus paſſeth eche other (terre, 
Right ſo that kingdom in compariſon 
Palleth euery lande both nie and ferre: 

In policy, be it peace oz werre, | 
Fo it tranſcendeth in peace by pzouydence, 
And in werre by knightiy excellence, 


(Theſe woꝛdes be nat takeofmyneauctour, 
Entytled here foz a remembzaunce 

By one Laurence whiche was tranſlatour 
Ok this pꝛoceſſe, to commende Fraunce, 

To pꝛayſe that lande was all his pleſaunce: 
Sayth influence of that royall lande 
Made Charles ſo wozthy of his hande, 


Ok whole nobleſſe Pope Urban had iop, 
Him to encreale foꝛ vertuous lining, 
Which that time was duke of Iniop 
After cholen of Cecile to be kyng, 

Of Pope Urban required by wzityng, 
Toward Rome that he Gould him dzeſſe, 
Of king Manfroy the tyzanny to oppꝛeſſe. 


Agayne the Pope and holy churche right 
This laid Manfroy dyd great extozcion, 
Noble Charles as goddes owne knight 
Came with ſtronge hande vp to Rome conn, 
Whiche in his comming gaue poſſeſſion 

To Gyot Mankoꝛt foz to haue the garde, 

Jn his paſſage to gouerne the vowarde, 


To Rome with great ozdinaunce 

They paſſed ouer the boundes of Itaple, 
This mãly knight Charles bozne in fraunce 
Lad with him many a ſtronge batayle 

The Popes enemy manly to aſſayle: 

But all this whyle to ſtande at diffence 
This ſaid Charles founde no reliſtence. 


Entring Rome to be their pꝛotectour 
Full well recepued at his firſt entryng, 


Choſe and pzeferred foz chefe lenatour 
By the pope, moſt glad of his comming; 
Of Cecile was after crowned king: 
And ok Jeruſalem as made is mencion 
Graunted to him full poſſeſſion 


LOhiche in his ginning bare him ſo well, 
Entring 5 land with knightly apparayle 

Df Calline gate fyꝛſt the ſtronge caſteil, 

At Beneuent had a great bataple, 

With kig Mankrop, whole partye did aſſayle 
Toreherce Goztlyhis auenture, 

Charles made on him a diſcomfyture, 


In which bataile king Patfroy was flaine, 
And noble Charles toke poſſeſſion, 

Wherol Romains were full glad and fayne 
Pet in Cecile there was rebellion, 

But they were bzought vnto ſubiection, 
And Conradine recozde of al wzighting, 
Sonne ot Conrade claymed to be king 


Gan makehim ſtrong, pꝛoudly toke his place 
At Alygate a famous olde cite, — 

Noble Charles with knightly chere a face 
Fyll vpon him, made him foz to flye: | 
And to let reſt in thecountre - | - . 
To auopde trouble a make al thingcertaine, 
Gaue iugement Conradyne to be llapne. 


Imonge kynges notable and glozious 
Charles was put as made is mencion, 
Lyke a pꝛince ſtronge and victozious 
In full peaſyble and hole poſſeſſion 

Ok Cecile and all that regyon; 
Igayns whom was no diſobeplaunce 
Pelded of hole herte to his gouernaunce, 


By tytle alio of his alyaunte 

Foꝛtune greatly did him magnifpe, 

Foz as it is put in remembzaunce 

The noble pꝛinceſſe that called was Mary 
Doughter to Stephane teigning in Hungry 
Joyned was and knit in mariage 

To Charles ſon, to thenerece ot his lynage. 


This ſame Charles by auctozite 

So as hinv{elfe liſt to oꝛdayne, 

Was made king of the great tyte | 

Called Jerufale, oftownes moſte ſoueraine. 

By whiche title he bare trownes twapne, 

His bꝛother Lewes olde bokes ſay 

The lame time in Egipt gan werray. 
Fl. i. Gate 
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The ninth boke 


Gate all the countreys aboute enupꝛon 
whiche that larazyns dyd fallly occuppe, 
Bꝛought them agayne to lubtection 

Of Jecuſalem that lande to magnikpe: 
Cartage inAtftrike with all their regalpe 
Ind all the countreps beyng afoze cotrayze, 
To kyng Charles became tributayze, 


This whyle be late higheſt in his glozy 
Lyke Phebus (hyntagin his mydday ſpere , 
with many conqueſt a many great victozyz 
whan his nobleiſe ſhone moſt bꝛight x clere 
The ſame tyme with a frownyng chere 
Foꝛtune gan from Charles tourne her face, 
And hin berafte her fauour and her grace, 


This lady foꝛtune doth felde in one cotune 
She is lo geryche of candicion, 

A loꝛtereſſe, a traytour in cõᷣmune 

Caſt a falſe meane to his diſtruction 

One ok his lonnes ſlayne with poyſon, 
which dyd eclypſe myne auctoꝛ doth expꝛeſſe, 
A tull great parttye of his olde gladneſſe. 


He was diſctaundzed ok all the vyce 

which appertayneth vato tyzanny, 

I meane the vice of frowarde auaryce 

which is contrary vnto his chiualry: 
Diffamed alſo of falſe auourrye: (naũce 
whiche was luſtepned through his mayntes 


within the lande by a knight of Fraunce. 


The lame knight abydyng in his hous 

All Cecile troubled with that dede, 

The great offence was ſo dilclaundzous 
Thꝛugyh all the region it began to lpꝛede, 
Fo: thylke woman plainly as J rede 

was wpyke to one whiche luffred this offfce, 
And to be venged dyd his dyligence, 


John P2oſith plainly was his name, 
whiche caſt him fully auenged foꝛ to be 
That kyng Charles Gould beare the blame, 
Slewe al thefrenchmen that bode in þ coũtre 
Without grace, mercy, oz pite, 

And foꝛ to do full execucion 

Required was the kyng of Fragon, 


Loſt of Cecile hole the region, 

With obeylaunce ot many countre, 

Andof Jeruſalem the poſſeſſion 

Fyll by p2oceſſe in great aduerſite: 

And laſt conſtrained wyth grenous pouerte 
To god moſt mekely wpth ful heup chere, 


Soone to be dead was hys pꝛaper. 


Suppziled he was w loꝛowe in his cozage, 
Loſt his fozce,fyl in to malady, 
Languiched fozth tyll he gan fall in age, 
Igayne foztunefounde no remedy; 

And by occaſion of falſe auoutry 
Fyltomiſchete and foz ſoꝛom # dzede, 
This Charles died, no moze of him J rede. 


CLenuoye, 


LI Phebus in ſome freche mozninge 
Ifter Juroza the day doth clarifye, 
Falleth'oft that his bzyght chining 

Is derked with (ome cloudy (kpe, 

A lykenes ſhewed in this tragedye: 

Expert in Charles the ſtozy doth well pzeue 
Pouth and age rekened truely 

The kayzeday men do pꝛaiſe at eue. 


The noble fame of his frech gynning 

To laint Lowes he was nygh of alpe, 
Nyght wyſe,manly,# vertuous of upng, 
Called ofknighthod flour ofchtualry, 

Tyll matntenaunce of auoutry 

Came in to hys courte to hurte hys name and 
His life, his deth, put in teoparty (greue, 
The fapʒe day men do pꝛaple at eue. 


L pte deſertes mẽ haue theyꝛ guerdoning, 
Uertuous lyfe doth pꝛinces magnity, 

The contrary to them ts great hyndzung 
Folke experte the trouth may not denye, 
Serche out the re warde of curled lechery 
Where it is vſed the houchold map not pꝛeue, 
In this matter to Charles haue an eye 
The fayzeday to pꝛapſe towarde eue. 


Noble pzinces al vyces eſchewing 

Pour hyghe coꝛage let reaſon gye, 
Withdꝛaw your hand fro riotous watchyng, 
Flye flechly luſtes and vicious companye: 
Oppꝛeſſe no man, do no tiranny 

Socour the nedy, poꝛe folke do releue, 

Let men repoꝛt the pꝛudent policye 

Ok pour laſt age whan it dꝛaweth to eue. 


Che. xxix. Chapter. 
(ot hugoline Erle oł Pile 


llaine in pꝛi⸗ 
ſon. 


of John Bochas 


| 727 Charles ſtoꝛy red the woful 
: ne 

Ads ve haue herde the maner and d 
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To Jhon Bochas appered Hugo⸗ 


lyne 
Called whylome the erle of Pyle, 
@yll they gan againe him aryſe 
Molt vengeable,cruell and vakynde, 
Slewe him in pꝛilon no moze of him J linde. 


Saue his childꝛen of haterede and enuy 

Were murdꝛed eke in a depe pꝛiſon 

Next with his coplaynt the kinge of Armeny 

Came tofoze Bochas that called was Aths, 

A chaiſten pzince full famous of renoun, 

Foz our fayth from which he lyſt nat erre 
Gapne Tartarines longtime he held werre. 


This manly king in knighthod full famous 
It was chewed, his ſtoꝛy who lyſt rede, 
Yad a bꝛother fell and diſpytous 
Called Sabath deſyzous to ſuccede, 
Sted of his bother the kingdome to pollede 
By faiſe treaſon,reued of his right, 
Kept him in holde and put him out of ly xht, 


This Sabath loſt both happe and gra:e, 
His other bꝛother as made is mencion 

By ſtronge hande put him from his place, 
Chaled him out of that region: 

Take by foꝛce, and fetred in pꝛiſon 

Died there, no man lyſt him viſite 
Lo howe god can treaſon murdꝛe quite; 


The. xxx.chapter. 


CHowe Pope Boniface the eight was take 
by the lynage de Columpnes, eate his 
handes, and dyed in pziſon, 


Mong theſe wokull pzinces thꝛe : 
Wyich chewed the ſo valy of their chere, 
Pope Boniface by great aduerſite 
The eight of that name gan to appꝛoch nere, 
A thouſande.CCC.accompted was p pere 
Fro Chaſtes byꝛth, by computacion: 
Whan that he made his lamentacion 


This ſame Pope caught octaſlon 


Which vnder Peter kept gouernaunee 
To interdicte all the region 


Time ot king Philip reigning tho in Fraũct, 


F 
F 


Fol.rt: ii. 


Dpꝛecte bulles downe to Conſtaunce 
To Nycholas,made by Boniface 
Archdeacon ofthe ſame place, 


Ok holy churche the pꝛelates nygh echone 

Bychoppes of Fraunce felly haue declared, 
uing by poyntes many mo than one, 2 
n a great ſinne plainly and nat ſpared 

By him the church was hurt # nat repayzed, 

Put on him crymes of gret miſgouernaunce 

Denoũcing enemy to al pᷣ land of Fraunce, 


— on him many a great outrage 

zongly howe he had done offence 

Toa cardinall bozne of the lynage 

De Columpnes, a kinrede of reuerence: 

Foz which cauſe he kept him in abſence, 
Out ok the court dꝛew where he was boꝛne 
By which occaſion þ Pope his lie hath loʒn. 


De Columpnes þ lynage hath ſo w2ought 
Toke Boniface foz his olde cruelte, 

w gret fozce # power they haue him bzought 
Unto a caſtell which ſtode in the cite 

Called Sancti Angeli, gaue auctozite 

Toa Cardynall and by comyſſion 

Power to do full execucion. 


Of thele maters hangyng in balaunce 
Itwene partyes were it right oz wzonge, 
Bothe ofromayns a pꝛelates eke of Fraũte 
(The pope aye kept within þ caſtel ſtronge, 
Ok auenture abyding there nat longe 

Fyll in a flixe and afterwarde foz nede, 
Foz hunger ete his handes as J rede. 


Youre of his dyeng it is made mencion 
Aboute 8 caſtell was merueylous lightning, 
Where the pope lap fettred in pzilon: 
None luche afoze was ſenein their lyuing. 
And whyle Bochas was buli in wzityng 
To waite the fall of this Bonyface, 

The oꝛder of templers came tofoze his face, 


Che. xxxi.Chapit er. 


i Howe the oꝛdꝛe ol Templers was foũded | 
and Jaques with other of the ozder bzent, 


= Koniclers the trouth can recozde 
Calling to minde the firſt foũdaciõ 
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And old auctours therwith accozde 


Or theſe Temtplers how ö religion 


„HA. Gan 


The ninth boke 


Gan that time whan Godfray de Bullion 
Had won, that noble knightly man, 
Jeruſalem, that oꝛder firſt began. 


By certaine knightes which did their payne. 


Whan the cite was kirſt pwonne, 


By noble Godfray duke whilom of Lozaine 


There crowned kyng this ozder they begon, 
Olde bokes wel reherce konne 

Takyng a grounde of pouerte & mekenes 

To founde this oꝛdꝛe dyd their buſynes, 


Their begynnyng gan of deuocion, 

The groũde ytake of wylkull pouerte, 

And made firſt their habitacion 

By the temple not ferre from the cite: 

In token ok clennes ſwozne to chaſtite, 

Of the temple lyke to theyꝛ deſyzes 

Toke their name, ⁊ called were Templers. 


Pope Honozie gaue them auctozite 

Ok holy church beyng that time hede, 

A whytec habite they bare p time foꝛ chaſtite, 
Eugenius after gaue them a croſſe ok rede: 
And to defende pylgrimes out of dꝛede 
Gapyne lara ins thꝛough their high renoun, 
This was cheke point of their pꝛofeſſion. 


LObyle they liued in wylkul pouerte 
Thele croſſed knights in mãtel clad of white, 


They are ſpꝛed in many a ferre countre, 
Foꝛ in perfection was let all their delyte: 
Folke of deuocion caught an appetite 
Them to encreale gaue great almeſſe, 

By whych they gan were to great richelle,' 


By pꝛoteſſe wythin fewe yeres 

The nombꝛe great of their religion, 

And the fame of the ſayde Templers 

Gan ſpꝛede wide in many region: 

With the ſ6dayne riſing of their pzofeſſion, 
With tours,caſtels,they gaue the to delices, 
Appalled in vertue Þ bzought in many vices, 


It were to long to reken them all, 

But amonge other 7 fynde there was one 

A manly knight, foltze Jaques dyd him call, 
Great of auctozite among them euerychone, 
A's cronicles remembze of yoze agone 

The whych Jaques tn the realme of Fraũce 
Was bozne of blode togreatenheritaunce, 


The fame Jaques holde a manly knyghte 
In his gynnyng kreche, luſty of cozrage, 
Had a bzother by elder title of right 


From their purpoſe they lyſt not to declyne 


Occupied al hole the heritage: 
Becaule Jaques ponger was of age 
Whych might not by no condicion 
Nothyng clayme of that poſſeſſion, 


His elder bꝛother occupied all 

Whyle thys Jaques but lowe was of degree, 
Wonder deſirous to be with hym egal, 
Ilway put backe by frowarde pouerte: 

And to lurmounte if it woulde be 

Founde out a meane lyke to hys deſiers, 
Was choſen mayſter of the templers. 


And was p2omoted by fre election 

By them that ould choſe hym of ryght, 
Whereby he had great dominacion 
Ryches,treaſour, great power and myght, 
Ok hys perlon was eke a manly knyghte, 
The lame tyme put in'remembzaunce 
Philip le Bele crowned kyngof Fraunce, 


YOhych had of Jaques great indignacion, 
Toal the templers and al the chinalry 
Caſt wapyes to their diſtruction, 

Gate auctozite his luſt to foꝛtifpe 

Downe fro the pope bokes ſpecifye 
Clement theer concludyng ifhe map, 

All the templers to diſtroye on a daye, 


Foꝛ certayne crimes hozible to here 
Al at ones were let in pꝛilon, | 
By their frendes touchyng thys matere 


 Counſailed to aſkemercy and pardon: 


That they Gould by plaine confeſſion 
Requiring hym knelyng on a rowe, 
Ind as it was their trelpaſe ben aknowe, 


Jaques was take # with him other thꝛe 
Kept in holde and to pziſon (ent. 

And the remnaunt foz their intquite 
O2dained were by open iudgement 

To mighty ſtakes to be tied and bꝛent: 
(The kyng in maner lyke to do them grace 
So they would conkeſſe their treſpace, 


But al foꝛ nought they were ſo indurate 
All ot accozde and of one cozrage 

To alke mercy were obſtinate, 

The fire redy al wyth one langage 

Whan the flame appꝛoched they vyſage 
Full plainelp ſpatze cried pitiouſip, 

Ol their actes which they were not gylty. 


But 


Of Jhon Bochas 


But wyth one boice echone and one ſoun 
Fully affy2med tyl they dyd fyne, 

How their oꝛder and their religion 
Igrounded was vpon perfection: 

And they2 deth verely in dede 
Compaſlled was of malice and hatred, 


The (ayd Jaques of whom J ſpake tofozne 
B2ought to a place which called was Leon 
Tokoꝛe two legates oz that his life was lozne 
All openlpe made hys confeſſion, 

He was wozthy foz ſhozt concluſion 

Foz to be dead by rightfull iudgement, 

(This was hys ende to aſhes he was bzent, 


The.xrxxii,Chapter, 
#& Bothas here comendeth Theodoꝛus wyth 


other two Philoſophers foz theyz pa- 
cience notably, 


I Luing a pꝛile to Phyloſophers thee, 
&@ V/A |Bochas comedeth w great diligece 
de) (OB) Howe ech of them was in his coãtre 
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2 Soucraynly by vertuous ercellcce 
Ok olde coinmended foz their pacience: 
Which may be ſet and crowned in hir ſtall 
As Empcreile among vertues al. 


Among Ceciliens kyꝛſt Theodoꝛus 

Fo2 pacience had in great reuerence, 
Imonge Grekes the ſtoꝛy telleth thus 
Anarerſes foz his magniftcence, 

By koꝛce of vertue grounded on pactence 
Becauſe he was bertuous and wyſe 
Foz ſufferaunce gate him a ſouerayne pꝛiſe. 


Among Romains put in remembzaunce 
Sceuola, both philoſopher and knyght, 
oꝛ his marctall ſtronge conſtaunce 
han that he helde amyd the tame lyght 
Hande # fingers among the coles bzyght, 
Tyl the toyntes falling here and yonder 
From the wꝛeſt departed were a ſonder. 


Fyꝛſt Theodoꝛus boꝛne in the famous ple 
By pacience great paines enduringe, 

Chefe philoſopher called of Cecile | 
With chaynes boũde vpon the ground lying, 
On his body layde gaddes reed bzennyng: 
Suffring his paine liſt it not refuſe | 
By kynge Jerome the tiraunte of Siracuſle, 


Foz common pzofit ſuffred all his payne 
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Long tyme afozelipng in pꝛiſon, 

IPhych by aſſent of mo than one oz twayne 
Das the moſt chefe by conſpiracion 

To bꝛing the tiraunt to his diſtruccion: 
Foz no paine that he might endure 

The coniuracion he would not diſcure, 


Rather he chaſe in miſchefe foz to dey 
Than by name openly declare 

Ok him that ſlewe the tiraunt lothly to ley, 
Thought ot ryght no man ould ſpare 
Foz common pzofit helth and welfare: 

To ſlee a tiraunt demyng foz the beſt 

Ala region foz to ſet at reſt, 


Foz which title he liſt ſuffre deth, 

All his turment toke moſt paciently, 
Theodozus tyl he pelded vp the bꝛeth 
Grutched not with noiſe noz loude cry: 
Ampd whoſe hert roted was faythfully 
Common pꝛokit, Bochas wzyteth the lame, 
Among Ceciliens to get hym a name 


Grekes allo tõmende aboue the ſterres 
Anaxerſes and greatly magnifye, 
Cauſe that he to ſtint moztall werres 
Lyſt not ſpare to acquite hys partye, 
In rebukyng manly the tirannye 

Ok Nicocreon, a tiraunt full moztall 
Reignyng in Cipze in his eſtate ropall. 


Spared nouther fo2 deth ne dꝛede 

Him to rebuke by vertuous langage, 

The tiraunt bad cut out of his heade 

Hys tonge in haſte, but he w ſtrong coꝛage 
Sapde he choulde haue none auauntag: 

Df that membꝛe, whych wyth al his myghte 
Had tolde him trouth in the peoples light. 


Ok his manace ſet but litell tale 
Bytte of his tonge ofſtrongecozage, 
Chewed it al on peces ſmale 

Ok manly herte thought it no domage 
Sppt it out in the vilage 

Ok the titaunt, gate ſo the byctozy 

To put his name euermoꝛe in memoꝛp. 


And Sceuola equal to theſe twapne 
Foz common pꝛolit by iuſt compariſon, 
Put him in pzeace,dyd his buſye payne 
To ſlee Pozcenna enemy to Rome toun, 
Foꝛ to accomplych his entention 
Toke a ſtronge darte paſſingly trenchaunte, 
With al his mighte eaſt it at the tiraunte. 
Fl. iii, Of 
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The ninth boke 


Of his marke cauſe he dyd faile 

To llee his enempe atter his entent, 

Whych in Tuſkan by many ſtronge battaple 
Gayns RKomains wyth his knightes went, 
This Sceuola his owne hand bzent: 

Cauſe that he failed of hys arte 

To ſlee Pꝛocenna with caſting of his darte. 


To declare the fozce of his manhode 

Put him ſelfe auenged foz to be, 

As J haue tolde in coles rede 

His hande he bꝛent foꝛ loue of his cite: 
Onelp to aquite his magnanimite 

Ok keruent loue his cite to auayle | 
To lee the tiraunt cauſe that he dyd fayle, 


Thus fo: to put the marcial (uffraunce 
Ok theſe noble philoſophers thze 

Jn perpetuall mynde and remembzaunce 
Howe they them quit eche lyke his degre, 
Fo: their pure partye vnto the commonte, 
Caule al their toy and inward delite, 
Was fo: auaile tothe cõmon pꝛokit. 


Fyꝛſt Theodoꝛus put him ſelte in pꝛees 
Foz Cetiliens to dye in pꝛilon, 

And foz Grekes noble Inaxerſes 

His tonge tozne felte great paſſion, 

And Sceuola foꝛ Romayns and their toun 
Suffred his hande by choꝛte autſement, 
Of verye trouth in coles to be bzent, 


A martirdom it was in their manere 
Ol their coꝛage to haue lo great conſtaunce, 
Were ſo ſtable of herte body and chere 
Foꝛ cõmon p2ofite,of face and countenaunce 


Unto the deth without variaunce: 


Gate the triumphe by louerapne excellence 


With laurer crovned foz their pacience. 


VLyhke as Phebus paſſeth the litel terre 
Hpeſt vpraiſed in hys mydday ſpere, 

So this vertue in trouble peace # werre 

Called pacience, moſt freſhely doth appere, 
Among vertues to ewe hys beames clere: 

Fo: pacience knyt wyth humilite 

Where they abyde maye none errour be, 


Tirauntes hertes this vertue doth appeaſe, 
Modifyeth their cruell fel wodeneſſe, 
Rage of Lions who lyſt lyue ineaſe 

Of folke pꝛoſtrat his malice doth repꝛeſſe, 
Al our toy gan firſt wyth mekenes, 

Foꝛ of Juda the hardy ſtronge lion 


A maidẽs mekenes fro heauen brought doun, 


In battaile and mighty ſtronge cheltrong 
Aduice with ſufferaunce winneth the victozy; 
Pacience venquicheth champions 

Lowneſſe in vertue by many olde hyſtoꝛp, 
And mekenes perpetuall of memozy 

Al to conclude grotided on reaſon 

I maidens mekenes wꝛougyt our redepcion. 


¶ Bochas here commen- 
deth humilite. 


——|Crtue of vertues O noble pacience, 

| LOvyth Laurer crowned © vertu⸗ 
Flous conſtaũce, 

— Laude honour pꝛayle and reuerice 

Be yeue to thee pꝛices of moſt pleaſacice, 

Moſt renomed by olde remembzaunce: 

Ok whom the myghty marciall armure 

Gapne all vyces lengeſt may endure, 


Grounde and gynnyng to ſtande at defence 
Agayne Sathans infecnall puiſſaunce, 
Laureat quene where thou art in pzeſence 

From outrages haue no gouernaunce, 
Condite, head ſpang of plẽtuous habadatce, 
Criſtall well celeſtial of figure 

Gayne al vices which lengeſt may endure, 


Chefe founderes by ſoueraine ercellence 

Of goſtly building # ſpiritual ſubſtaunce, 
Empꝛeſſe of moſt magnificence 

With heuenly ſpirites next of aliaunce, 

With life euerlaſting thy triũphes tauaunce: 
Ind toy eternal thy nobleſſe lo aſſure 

In the aureat thzone perpetually to endure, 


Thzee Jerarchies there liuing in pꝛelence, 
With who humilite hath ſouerayne acquains 
LOhere Oſanna w deuout diligence (taũce 
Is ſonge ofaungels by long continuafice, 
Tofoze the thꝛone keping their obſeruaunce 
Syng Sanctus läctus recozde of ſcripture, 
Wyth voice memoztial perpetually tendure, 


The bꝛẽning loue of Cherubin, by feruence 
Perfit in charite diligent obeyſaunce, 

And Seraphin wyth humble obedience 
And o2ders nyne by heuenly concozdaunce 
Dominacion with bertuous attendaunce, 
Afoze the trinite ſynge freſhly by meaſure, 
LOvyth voice memoztall perpetually tendure. 


Suf- 


of John Bochas 


Suffraunte of panims hath but apparence 
Done foz vaingloꝛy, hangyng in balaunce, 
But Chailtes martyꝛs in very exiſtence 
Lyſt againe tyzautes mate no repugnaũce: 
Rather die than Hew god diſpleaſaunce, 
Shewed in no my2rour likeneſſe noz picture 
(Take full poſſeſſion w-Chzift euer tendure. 


Suffraunce foz vertue hath 5 pzeemynence 
Df them that ſet in god their affyaunce, 
Necoꝛde of Stephyn Uincent # Laurence 
Bleſſed Edmonde by longe perſeueraunce, 
Suffred foz our fayth victozious greuaũce: 
Kyng made # marty2 a palme to recure 

Jn the heuenly courte perpetually toendure. 


And foz to ſet a maner difference 

In Bochas boke tolde euery circumſtaunce, 
Howe foz our fayth by full great violence 
Dyuets ſayntes haue ſuffred gret penaunce, 
Stable of their chere vilage a coũtenaunce: 
Neuer to vary foz none auenture 

Like Chziſtes chipions perpetually tedure, 


Whole foundacion by notable pꝛouidence 
Grounded on Chꝛiſt their loules to auaunce, 
Graue in their hertes and in they2 conſcience 
Uoiding all trouble of woꝛldly perturbatce, 
Chaunges of foztune wher double chaunce: 
Loued god and dꝛed aboue eche creature 

In hope with him perpetually to endure, 


The. xxxiii. Chapter. 


CHowe Philip le Bele king of Fraunte 
was ſlaine with a wilde Boze, and 


ok his thꝛe ſonnes and 
their wedding. 
Han Bochas had wꝛitten of paciece 
And commended the vertue of (ut- 
fraunce, 


Philip le Bele came to his pzeſence 

Fift of the name crowned king of Fraunce: 
Gan complaine his vnhappy chaunce, 
Ind on fo2tune ofcuſtome that can vary 
Which was to him cruell aduerſary, 


Wounded he was with a greuous ſoze, 
Gan his complaynt to Bochas determyne, 
How he was ſſatne with a wilde boze, 

Ina fozeſt which called was Compyne; 
Tolde howe he was ſclaundzed # al hys line 
Ones in Flaũders w many a wozthy knight 


Fol. xxt iii. 
Ueẽquiched of flemin ges, a felly put to flight. 


P2oceding ferther gan touche ol his lynage 

Howe in his time he had ſonnes thꝛee, 

Lewes Philip a Charles ponge ok age, 

The fourth RKobert:alſo a donghter had he 

Called Jſabell,right excellent ofbeaute: ly 
The layde Robert the ſtozie is well kouthe 

Whiche that died in his tender pouthe. 


Cd this ſtoꝛy who liſt haue good regarde 


The circumſtaunte wylely to diſcerne, 

Dis doughter Jſabell was wedded to Ed⸗ 
Carneruan, the boke ſo doth vs lerne: (ward 
This yonge Philip wedded in Nauerne 
The kinges doughter, a ſtately mariage, 
Called Jane, whyle ſhe was tendze okage. 


The lame Philip #fter crowned king 
Ok Nauerne, his father ofaſſent 
Fyue lonnes he had than liuing, 

Df which fiue as in ſentyment 

Thꝛe in nombꝛe be right pertyn ent 
The matter who ſo liſt to loke, 

And the pꝛoceſſe of the (ame boke. 


The eldeſt ſonne called was Lewiſe 
To whome his father gaue poſſeſſion 
Of Nauerne, bycaule that he was wyſe 
Foz to gouerne that noble region: 
aun his bzother foꝛ his high renoun 
as afterwarde by iuſt enheritaunce 
And rightful title crowned king of Fraunce: 


The thyꝛde bꝛother was by title of right 
Made erle of march # named was Charles, 
Eche of them in the peoples ſyght 

Were famous holde x paſſing of great pꝛiſe, 
And foꝛ they were right manly #right wyle 
Philip and Charles toke in tendꝛe age, 

The erles doughters ol Burgoin in mariage 


But as the ſtoꝛye reherſeth in certapne 

To their nobleſſe foztune hadenuy, 

And by a maner of malice and diſdayne 

Bꝛought in a pꝛoceſſe vpon the party 

Ot their two wyues frowarde auoutry, 

Cauſing the death oftheſe wyues the 
Whan they moſt floured in their felicite, 


After theſe thꝛee pꝛinces glozious, 

To oe Bochas had ew they2 entent 

A mighty duke notable and famous 

Came tocomplaine Charles of Taren 4 
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Lye ninth boke 


Ol his marke cauſe he dyd faile A maides mekenes fro heauen brought doun, 
To lee his enempe after his entent, | 
Whych in Tuſkan by many ſtronge battaple In battaile and mighty ſtronge cheltrong 
Gayns Komains wyth his knightes went, Aduice with ſufferaunce winneth the victozp, 
This Sceuola his owne hand bzent: Pactence venquicheth champions 
Cauſe that he failed of hys arte Lowneſſe in vertue by many olde hyſtozy, 
To flee Pꝛocenna with caſting of his darte. And mekenes perpetuall of memozy 

Al to conclude groũded on reaſon 
To declare the fozce of his manhode I maidens mekenes wꝛougyt our redepcion. 
Put him ſelfe auenged foz to be, 
As J haue tolde in coles rede ¶ Bochas here commen⸗ 
His hande he bꝛent foz loue of his cite: deth humilite. 
Onelp to aquite his magnanimite 
Offeruent loue his cite to auaple | A Crtue of vertues O noble pacience, 
To llee the tiraunt caule that he dyd fayle, NN, Wyth Laurer crowned O vertu⸗ 

Bd \\//5|,ous conſtatice, 

Thus foz to put the martial ſuffraunce kl Laude honour pꝛayle and reuercce 
Ok theſe noble philoſophers th2e Be yeue to thee pꝛices of moſt pleaſacice, 
Jn perpetuall mynde and remembzaunce Moſt renomed by olde remembzaunce: 
Howe they them quit eche lyke his degre, Of whom the myghty marciall armure 
Fo: their pure partye vnto the commonte, Gapne all vyces lengeſt may endure, 


Caule al their toy and inward delite, 

Was fo: auaile tothe comon pꝛokit. Grounde and gynnyng to ſtande at defence 
Agayne Sathans infernall puiſſaunce, 

Fyꝛſt Theodoꝛus put him ſelfe in pꝛees Lauteat quene where thou art in pꝛeſence 

Foz Ceciliens to dye in pꝛilon, From outrages haue no gouernaunce, 

And koz Grekes noble Anaxerſes Condite, head ſpung of plẽtuous habũdadce, 

His tonge toꝛne felte great paſſion, Criſtall well celeſtial of figure 

And Sceuola foz Romayns and their toun Gapne al vices which lengeſt may endure, 


Suffred his hande by ozte auiſement, 
Chefe founderes by ſoueraine extellence 


Of verye trouth in coles to be bzent, ä 
Of goſtliy building # ſpiritual ſubſtaunce, 


A martirdom it was in their manere Empzeſle of moſt magnificence 

Of their coꝛage to haue lo great conſtaunce, With heuenly ſpirites next of aliaunce, 

Were ſo ſtable of herte body and chere With lite euerlaſting thy triũphes tauaunce: 
Foꝛ comon p2ofite,of face and countenaunce And toy eternal thy nobleſſelo aſſure 

Unto the deth without variaunce: In the aureat thzone perpetually to endure, 


Gate the triumphe by louerapne excellence _ 
With laurer crowned foz their pacience. Thzee Jerarchies there liuing in pꝛelence, 
f With who humilite hath ſouerayne acquains 

- Lyke as Phebus paſſeth thelitel terre LOhere Oſanna w deuout diligence (taũce 

Hyeſt vpraiſed in hys mydday ſpere, Is ſonge ofaungels by long continuafice, 

So this vertue in trouble peace d werre Tofoze the thꝛone keping their obleruaunce 
Called pacience, moſt freſhely doth appere, Syng Sanctus ſictus recozde of ſcripture, 

Among vertues to hewe hys beames clere; Wyth voice memozial perpetually tendure, 

Foz pacience knyt wyth humilite | 

Where they abyde maye none errour be, The bꝛẽning loue of Cherubin, by feruence 

: Perfit in charite diligent obeyſaunce, 

Tirauntes hertes this vertue doth appeale, And Seraphin wyth humble obedience 

Modifyeth their cruell fel wodeneſle, And oꝛders nyne by heuenly concozdaunce 

Rage of Lions who lyſt lyue in eaſe Dominacion with bertuous attendaunce, 

Df folke pꝛoſtrat his malice doth repꝛeſſe, Atoꝛe the trinite ſynge freſhly by meaſure, 

Al our toy gan firſt wyth mekenes, LOvth voice memoztall perpetually tendure, 


Fo: of Juda the hardy ſtronge lion 
Suk⸗ 


of John Bochas 


Suffraunce of panims hath but apparence 
Done foz vaingloꝛy, hangyng in balaunce, 
But Chziſtes martyꝛs in very exiſtence 
Lylt againe tyzautes make no repugnaũce: 
Rather die than Hew god diſpleaſaunce, 
Shewed in no my2rour likeneſſe noz picture 
(Take full poſſeſſion w Chziſt euer tendure, 


Suffraunce foꝛ vertue hath 5 pꝛeempnence 
Df them that ſet in god their affyaunce, 
Reco2de of Stephyn Uincent # Laurence 
Bleſſed Edmonde by longe perſeueraunce, 
Suffred fo2 our fayth victozious greuaũce: 
Kyng made a marty2 a palme to recure 

In the heuenly tourte perpetually to endure. 


And foꝛ to ſet a maner difference 

In Bochas boke tolde euery circumſtaunce, 
Howe fo2 our fayth by full great violence 
Dyuers layntes haue ſuffred gret penaunce, 
Stable of their chere vilage a coũtenaunce: 
Neuer to vary foz none auenture 

Like Chziſtes chipions perpetually tedure, 


Whole foundacion by notable pꝛouidente 
Grounded on Chꝛiſt their ſoules to auaunce, 
Graue in their hertes and in they2 conſcience 
Volding all trouble of wozldly perturbaice, 
Chaunges of foztune wher double chaunce: 
Loued god and dꝛed aboue eche creature 

In hope with him perpetually to endure. 


The. xxxiii. Chapter. 


CHowe Philip le Bele king of Fraunte 
was ſlaine with a wilde Boꝛe, and 


ok his thꝛe lonnes and 
their wedding. 
Dan Bochas had wꝛitten of paciẽte 
And commended the vertue of (ut- 
fraunce, 


Philip le Bele came to his pzeſence 

Fift of the name crowned king of Fraunce: 
Gan complaine his vnhappy chaunce, 

Ind on koꝛtune ofcuſtome that can vary 
Which was to him cruell aduerſary, 


Wounded he was with a greuous ſoze, 
Gan his complaynt to Bochas determyne, 
How he was ſlaine with a wilde boze, 

In a fozeſt which called was Compyne; 
Tolde howe he was ſclaundzed # al hys line 
Ones in Flaũderg w many a wozthy knight 
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Fol. xxtiiii. 
Uẽquiched of flẽmin ges, a felly put to flight. 


Pꝛoceding ferther gan touche ok his lynage 

Howe in his time he had ſonnes thꝛee, 

Lewes Philip # Charles ponge of age, 

The fourth Robert:alſo a doughter had he 

Called Jſabell,right excellent ofbeaute: 
Thelayde Robert the ſtozie is well kouthe ; 
Whiche that died in his tender pouthe. 


Co this ſtozy who liſt haue good regarde 


The circumſtaunte wylely to dilcerne, 

His doughter Jſabell was wedded to Ed- 
Carneruan, the boke ſo doth vs lerne: ward 
This yonge Philip wedded in Nauerne 
The kinges doughter, a ſtately mariage, 
Called Jane, whyle ſhe was tendze ofage, 


The lame Philip atter crowned king 
Of Nauerne, his father ofaſſent 
vue ſonnes he had than liuing, 

Df which fiue as in ſentyment 

Thze in nombꝛe be right pertynent 
The matter who ſo liſt to loke, 

Ind the pꝛoceſſe of the lame boke. 


The eldeſt ſonne called was Lewiſe 
To whome his father gaue poſſeſſion 
Of Nauerne,bycauſe that he was wyſe 
Foz to gouerne that noble region: 
Philip his bꝛother foz his high renoun 
as afterwarde by iuſt enheritaunce 
And rightful title crowned king of Fraunce: 


The thyꝛde bꝛother was by title of right 
Made erle of march # named was Charles, 
Eche of them tn the peoples ſyght 

Were famous holde x paſſing of great pziſe, 
Ind foz they were right manly atight wyle 
Philip and Charles toke in tendꝛe age, 

The erles doughters of Burgoin in mariage 


But as the ſtoꝛye reherſeth in certapne 
To their nobleſſe foꝛtune had enuy, 

And by a maner of malice and diſdayne 
Bꝛought in a pꝛoceſſe vpon the party 

Ol their two wyues frowarde auoutry, 
Cauſing the death oftheſe wyues thze 
Whan they moſt floured in their felicite, 


After thele thꝛee pꝛinces glozious, 

Tofoze Bochas had ew they2entent 

A mighty duke notable and famous 

Came tocomplaine Charles of Carell, 


uli. 


The ninth boke 


Which in his time to Flozence went 
To make peace in his ropall eſtate (bate 
Twene Gnerffe # Gemell ius ſtanding at de 


The ſaid Charles bozne of the blod of fratice 
A manly knight the ſtozy doth deuiſe, 

By whoſe vahappy fatall froward chaunce 
In the werres twene Flozence and Pyle 
On hoꝛſbacke ſittinge in knightly wyle, 
Hurt wan arow ful lowe down to grounde, 
Wherby hecaught his laſt fatal wounde, 


A man ok armes beyng a (oudyour 
With the pilanes were it wzonge oz right 
Of falſe diſdaine did his buſy labour 

To treade on Charles in the peoples ſyght, 
Whan helaye gruffe wherfoze he was made 
By theyꝛ captain,foz a maner pꝛyde (knight 
Which gouerned the Sybelines lyde. 


And in his ſtudy wyth full heuy chere 
While John Bochas bode ſtyll on his ſete, 
To him appered and gan appzoche nere 
Daunt ofFlozence the laureate Poete, 
Wich his dities and rethoziques ſwete, 
Demure of loke fulfilled with pactence, 
With a vylage notable of reuerence, 


Whan Bochas law him vp6 his fete he ſtod, 
And tometehim he toke his paſe full right, 
with great reuerence auailedcappe and hod, 
To him ſaid with humble chere and ſight, 

O clerelt ſonne, O very lothfaſt lyght 

Ol our cite, which called is Flozence, 

Laude be to the honour and reuerence, 


Thou haſt enlumined Ttaile # Lombardy 
With Laureate ditees in thy flouring dapes, 
Grounde and ginning of pꝛudent policy 
Monge Flozentines ſufkred great affrayes; 
As golde pure pꝛoued at al aſſayes 

In trouth madeſt mekely thy lelfe ſtronge, 
Foꝛ commõ pꝛofite to ſuffre paine & wzonge, 


O noble Poete touching this matter 

How Flozentines to the were vnkynde, 

J wyll remember # wꝛite with good chere 
Thy pytous exile and put here in mynde: 
Nay (quod Daunt) here ſtante one behinde 
Duke ok Athens turne to him thy ſtyle, 
His vncouth ſtozy bzeuely to compyle, 


And ik thou lyſt do me this pleſaunce 
To dileryue his knightip excellence, 


J wyll thou put his life in remembzaunce 
How he oppꝛeſſed by mighty violence 
This famous cite called Flozence. 

By which ſtoꝛy plainly thou Galt ſe 
Whiche were krendes and foes to the cite, 


And which were able to be excuſed 

If the trouth be clerely apperceyued, 

And which were wozthy to be refuſed 

By whome the cite ful falſly was diſceiued: 
(The cyꝛcumſtaunce notably conceiued 

To reken in oꝛder by euery (yde (abyde 
Which choulde be chaced and whiche choulde 


The. xxxiiii. Chapter, 


CHow duke Gaulter ofFlozence foz his ti⸗ 
rannye lechery and couetyle ended 
in mylcheke, 


Nd whan Bochas knewe all thenten- 
cion 
= the ſaide Daunt, he caſte him anone 
ryg 

To obey his mayſter as it was reaſon, 
Toke his penne and as he caſt his ſight 
Alite aſide he ſawe no maner wight 
Saue dube Gaulter of all the longe day, 
Foz Daunt vnwarely vaniſhed was away , 


This laid Gaulter bꝛuely to pezocede 

Lyke as it is put in remembꝛaunce, 
Touching his line and his ropall kynrede 
He was dilcended of the blode of Fraunce, 
By longe pꝛoceſſe and knightiy puruepaunce 
His father fyzſt by diligent labour 

Ot Athenes was lozde and gouernour. 


Stode but a while in clere poſſeſſion, 
Grekes to him had full great enup, 

Caſt of aſſent to put him doun 

And depztue him of his famous duchy, 

To their entent a lapſer they did eſpy: 
Toke him at miſchefe,quaking in his dꝛede 
Ok hie diſpyte in haſte (myt ok his heade. 


Upon whoſe death auenged foz to be 

This (aid Gaulter with mighty apparayle 

Caſt he wolde aſiege that cite, 

But of his purpoſe longe he did faile: 

And in this while W many ſtronge bataple 

Two mighty pꝛices were cõe down of Pile, 

Laide a ſiege to Luke in full ee 
0 


Of Jhon Bothas 


Flozentines to Luke were fauourable, 
And to delpuer the liege from the toun 

With multytude almoſt innumerable 
Made oꝛdinaunce, and knightly came doun, 
Which tourned after to their diſtruction; 
Fo it fell ſo ofmoztall auenture 

On Flozentines fyl the diſcomfiture, 


The noyſe and fame ofthis great batayle 
Gan ſpꝛede ferre by repozte of langage 
In Lombardy and in Itayle, 

Monge ſoudiours luſty of cozage, 

And among other fayning a pyigrimage 
The ſaid Gaulter by vnware violence, 
Came fro Naples downe in to Flozence, 


The Flozentines helde fy2\t a parliament 
Foz the laluacion and garde of their cyte, 
By great pꝛudence and great auiſement 
Ofluche as were highelt of degre, 

By one aſſent they gaue the ſoueraynte 
Them to gouerne hopyng to theyz increace, 
With ſtatutes made both foz werre & peace. 


The greateſt ates rulers of the toun 
Called Magnates tho dates in ſothnes 

To Gauiter gaue this dominacion, 

Ok entent the commons to opp2es: 

And marchauntes to ſpoile, theyz of ryches, 
Strepne men ofcraft by froward violence 
Again theyz lybertees vled in Flozence, 


Thepeople alway in awayte lying 

To be reſtoꝛed vnto theyz lyberte. 

Gan grutche loꝛe among themſelfe plaining 
Foꝛ great extoꝛcion done to their cyte: 

The greateſt allo of moſt auctozite 

Had leuer to (ufkre Gaulter reigne. 
Than their actions to modify oz reſtraine. 


The ſaid Gaulter in full ſubtil wyie 
By a falſe maner of ſymulacion 

Enemye in herte bntotheir fraunchyſe, 

All that ve wzought foz hozt conclulion 
Was done onely to they2 diſtruction, 

With a pzetence fayned ol frendlyhede - |, 
To his pꝛomile contrary aye was the dede. 


Clambe vp by pꝛotes to full hte eſtate 

By fayned ſpeche and ſubtil flattery, 

In his herte wert pompous and elate 

Dis woꝛking outwarde no man toude eſpy: 


Lyte and littel Dzough to his party, 
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That to conclude oztly foꝛ to ſep 
All Flozence his luſtes dyd obey, 


Gan lubtellp pleaſe the commonte 

Foz to accomplych fal ſiy his deſyers, 

Made pꝛomile to encreace their liberte: 

To ſuche as were frowarde of maners g 
Made an othe to diſtroy their officers 
But they wolde of their fre volunte 
Graunt vnto him larger lyberte, 


Gretter power and dominacion. 
Toencreace his might on euery (yde 
Gan manacethe gretteſt of the toun, 
And day by dayeencreacc in his pꝛide: 
Felly he gan felly he dyd abyde 
Therupon, kept cloſe in their entrayle 
The Flozentines greatly gan meruaple. 


In this while there was one R eymere 
Ol great auctozite and of great reuerence, 
A mighty ſergeant and a great officere, 
To whole bidding obeyed al) Flozence, 
Which with Gaulter accoꝛded in ſentence 
With ſoudiours had ſtuffed eche hoſtry, 
Foz to\uſtene of Gaulter the party, 


And traytourlp foꝛ to foztifye 

The entent of Gaulter fell and ambyciousg, 
To haue theſtate onely by tyzannye 

As their chefe lozde froward # lurquedous. 
Toreigne in Flozence the caſe peryllous: 
LOyan two tyzauntes bothe of one aſſent 
With multytude to accompliche their entent. 


Which thinge conlidꝛed by theyꝛ gouernours 
And Magnates called in the cyte, 

Whan they found among them no ſocours 
To remedy their great aduerlite, 

Fyll to accozd otneceſſite: | 

Gaue their aſſent without bariaunce 

That Gaulter ſhould haue al p gouernaũce. 


Ind condilcended they were to this iſſue 
That Gaulter Gould in all his beſt wpſe 
Upon the body be lwoꝛne of Chꝛiſt Jheſu 
Them to reſtoꝛe vato their fraunchyſe 
Uſed ofolde,and foz no couetyſe | 
From their pzomile fo2 lyfe ne deth decline, 
As the conuencion lyſt to termine, 


Herupon was blowe a trompet 
Foz to aſſemble the ſtates of the toun, 


Ff.iit, 


The ninth boke 


J parlyament was holden Gaulter firſt let 
Holy to pzonounce the conuencion, 

With euery percell entytled by reaſon 
Like their accozde declaring anonright 
Stode vp a vocate in the peoples light. 


With men of Armes in tele armed bꝛight 
Unto their palayes chefe and pꝛincipall 
The laid Gaulter conueyed anonright, 
Set in a ſcate moſte ſtately and royal: 

And the people with voice memozial 

Gan cry? loude concluding tn ſentence 
Gaulter foz euer chefe loꝛde of Flozence, 


Who to perleuer during all his lyfe 

Toke in the palayes full poſſeſſion, | 
There durſt none agayne it make ſtrife 
Graunted to him the dominacion 

Ol all the caſtels aboute enupꝛon: 
Tulcan,Areth,and caſtell Flozentine, 
With ail lozdHippes to mount Appenyne, 


Zs ye haue herde Gaulter thus began 

By his owne furious diuinaple, 

Sayd he was bozne to be lozde of Tuſkan 
Anda great party alſo of Jtayle, 
Told? he was lad #4 conuaped by a quaile: 
Said euermoꝛe were it right 02 wzonge 
That was the lentence of the birdes longe. 


The ſame birde bzought him kirſt to Flozence 
Al the wap afoze him tote his flight, 

with lote ſynging dyd him reuerence 

Hye in the ayze of cozage glad and light, 
wolde neuer parte out of his light: 

Gaue him tokens to ſet his herte afyze, 
That of Flozence he ſhulde be loꝛde q lyze, 


The ſame birde he bare in his diuyles 

Full rychely enbzauded with py2re, 

(Toke vpon him many great empꝛiles 

As chefelo2de of Flozence the cite: 

Sate in iugement gouerned the countre, 
Dꝛewe to him flaterers & foltze p coude [ye 
Baudes # ribaudes where he might the lpy. 


Ok that cyte toke meruaplous truages, 
Croched to him richeſſe of the toun, 

Ok lecherp vled great outrages, 

Ok maydens a wpues made none excepcion: 
Uoyde of merey grace and remiſſyon 
Founde quarell foꝛ to be bengeable, 

That to reherce it is abhompnable. 


Where he hated mercyleſle he ſlee the, 
B2ake traunchyſes and olde lybertees, 
The people plained, deſpꝛed loꝛe his dethe, 
Cried vengeaunce about their citees, 

Fo tyꝛannp done in their countrees: 
Which was cauſe of great diſcencion 

And of their citee almoſt ſubuercion, 


Thus they were among the ſelfe deuided 
Foz theyz greuous {odaine oppzeſſion, 
Lacke of foꝛelight » they were nat pꝛouided 
To le miſcheues that ould fal in the toun; 
This is very ſothe where is diuyſion 

By wytnes and recozde of Scripture, 
May no kingdom noz cite longeendure, 


Foꝛ which they gan complatine one and all 
Bothe of the greate and comonte, 

And of accozd amonge them ſelfe they fal 
Torefourme the hurte of their cyte, 

Ind fynally they condiſcended be 

By a maner fell coniuracion 

To pꝛocede to his diſtruction. 


Upon a day they armed in ſtels bzight 
Magnates firſt with commons ofthe town 
All to aſſent role vp anone right, 

Gan to make an hidous ſowne, 

Let flee this tyꝛaunt, let vs pull him downe: 
Layde a ſiege by mighty violence, 

Itozne his palays, where he lay in Flozence, 


Suche as were enclyned to Gaulter 

Amyd the palais the ſtoꝛy doth vs lerne, 
To eſchue the liege with full heuy chere 
Oꝛdained them elke to flye away full perne: 
Out ok the towne by a (mal poſterne, 
Whan Flozentines dyd their labour 

To vndermpne round about the tour. 


Ol which thing whan Gaulter toke hede 
This mellage lent vnto the toun, 

Nat of trouth but fayningly foꝛ dzede 
Made pzompſe by falſe colluſion 

Foz to make full reſtitucion 

Ok their kredoms. as they lyſt deuyſe 
Sent them out Guyllamine Daſlyſe, 


Which to the cite was pꝛoued btter foe 

Had afozne done them great domage 

With Guyllampne,he ſent to them alſo 
Dis lonne and heyzeto ſtint al their rage, 
Wozſe than his father of wyll and ofcozage 


Bothe at ones were hanged anon right 
Tokoze 
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Tofoze the palays in Gaulters ſight, 


Another alſo that called was Henry 

Which had afoze yeue inſtruction 

Unto Gaulter,and was ekeenemy 

(To ſtire him agayne that noble toun, 
Gynner and grounde of their diuyſion 
Which tokoze Gaulter his iudgemet to chew, 
With Garp \{wozdes he was all to hewe. 


The execucion done bpan theſe thze 

In Tulkan bozne,the rancour did apeaſe 
Ot Flozentines to taunche the cruelte 
Againe Gaulter,# to his life great eaſe: 

He glad to eſcapeout of his diſeaſe 

Fled away in full ſecrete wylſe., 

(The towne reſtozed again to their fraũchyſe. 


Thus he loſt by his inſolence 

Ill his power and dominacion 

Bothe of Tuſkan and alſo of Flozence, 
And as mine auctour maketh mencion 

Fro Lombardy he is dilcended doun: 
Dꝛew to king John reigning tho in Fraũce, 
And of byzth full nigh of alyaunce, 


As J fynde he was on that parte 
With king Jhon this Gaulter like a knight, 
Wyhan that the king with all his chiualxy 
Was take him ſelfe his loꝛdes put to flighte, 
Into Englande lad after anone righte: 
The (aid Gaulter hauing no regarde 

To his woꝛchyp fled like a cowarde. 


Met in his flyght with diuerſe ſoudyours 
Of Lombardy abiding with king John, 
Which that time as bzygantes # pyllours 
Toke this Gaulter led him fozthe anone, 
His fo2ce his cozage his herte was agone, 
Of auenture a certaine Flozentine 

Smit ot his head this was his fatall fyne, 


The. xxxv. Chapter. 
¶ Ok Philipot Cathenoile bozne of lowe 


birth, which tame vnto great eſtate, 
and after che, her lonne g her 


doughter were bꝛent. 
Sj 


Eſpzaynt with teares and wokull 
noyle ; 
in loꝛow 


Tofoze Bochas quaking 
and dzede, 


Nert in oꝛder came Philipot Cathenople, 


4 
4 


Fol.xxxvi. 


2 002e of degree bozne of lowe kynre de, 
hich role after to great eſtate in dede: 
And gan with ſoꝛow & complaint ful moztal 
Deriouſly to tell her woful fall, 


Touching her byzth derke was her linage, 

Ok pooze bed bozne on ou ther lyde, ö 
Bochas was lothe to ſpende great langage ö 
On her hiſtozy longe theron to abyde, 

Purpoled him nothing foz to hide 

Ok the ſubſtaunce, but tell all the great 

And ſuperfluite ot the remenaunt to leat: 


Whiche was reherced by him in his youth 
Whan he was toward Robert of Cecyle 
Kyng of Feruſalem the ſtoꝛpe is nat couth, 
Pet in his boke he lift it compyle, 

And it reherce by full ſoueraine ſtile 

Lyke in that courte as it was to him tolde 
By one Bulgare called in ſlauaine olde. 


The layd Bulgare was a marpnere 

With him alſo was a Calabzien 

Called Conſtantine, which full many a pere 
Trauailed had and (ondzy thinges ſene 

In diuers countrets there he had bene, 
Monge other thinges (ene in dayes olde 
This was a ltozie which Bulgare tolde, 


Duke of Calabꝛe Robert by his name 

By his tather Charles the mighty kyng 
Had in comatidement,Þ ſtoꝛpe ſaith the ſame 
Gayne Frederike to make a ſtronge ryding: 
Which by fozce pꝛoudly vlurping 

Toke vpon him to be loꝛde of that ple 
Which called was the kingdome of Cicyle, 


Depꝛanne in ſothe called was the to wne 
Where duke Robert his paupllions pight, 
Rode armed thzough his hie renown? 
Gaine Frederike loz the lande to fight, 
And to withſtande him plainly ik he might, 
And lo be fyll the moꝛowe befoꝛe pꝛime, 
(The dukes wife ol childing bode her tyme. 


Uiolaunt men did that lady call 

In her time a famous great duchelle, 
Deſtitute of other women al 8 
Whan her childe was boꝛne in that diſtreſſe, 
To peue it ſouke the ſtoꝛy doth expꝛeſſe: 
Saue fo2miſchefe Philipot was fet nere 
Ok Cathenoyſe the dukes chefelaundere, 


Bya fyſher which was her hulbande 
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A thilde Ge had lyuing by they2 trauaile, 
Which fro the ſea vnto the courte by lande 
Day by day caried vitaile, 

And in this caſe be cauſe it might auayle 
Philipot was bzought in this greate ſtrapt⸗ 
To be nozice bnto the duchelle, (neſſe 


Where ſhe was cheriſhed after her dely2eg, 
Eche thing redy whan that euer the lent, 
With the duchelle amonge other chambzers 
In to Naples J fynde that he went, 

Tyll Atropoſe frowarde ofentent 

Made ok this childe there is no moꝛe to lap, 
The lyues thꝛede foz to bꝛeke in tway· 


With king Charles of who J ſpake tofozne 
As mine auctour remembzeth in his boke, 
Was one Raymond of Champapne bozne, 
Whiche w the king was called mayſter coke 
Ind on a day his tourney hetoke 

Towarde the lea, a pyzate as J finde, 
Sold? him a child which was boznei Inde. 


Lypke Ethiopiens was his colour, 

Fo92 whõ this coke N aymonde hath denyſed 
Fo: in his notable diligent labour 

Made him chziſten and lo he was baptiſed, 
Gaue him the name and alſo pzactyſed 

Him to pꝛomote, that he vpon him toke 

By his doctrine ts be mayſter coke, 


Fo: he ſone after toke the oꝛder of a knight, 
The Ethiopicn wext a good ofticere 

Gate ſuche grace in the kinges light 

To be about him moze nere 

By pꝛoceſſe he was made ward2opere, 
Ind though he was blacke ol his vilage 
To Cathenople he was iopned in marpage. 


Wexte malyperte and of pzeſumpcion 

To be made knight þ king he — requere, 
Which of fredom and great affection 

Is condiſcended to graunt his pꝛapere, 

But to declare plainly the manere 

In this time Uiolaunt the ducheſſe, 


Atkoꝛe remembꝛed dyed ol ſickneſſe, 


After whole death bokes dothe certifye 
owe duke Robert of Naples the cite 
edded a Lady that called was Saulpe, 

To whom Philipot as fyll to her degre 

With diligence and great humilite 

To pleaſe her dyd lo her deuer, 

That of counlaple there was none lo nere. 


Euer redy at her commaundement 
Wꝛought atyzes pleſaunt of delite, 

With holſom waters that were redolent 
To make her ſkyn by waching ſote # white: 
Made confections to ſerue her appetyte: 
By her hulbande, the ſtoꝛy who lpſt le, 

The ſame Philipot had chyldzen thzee, 


She was connyng# of her pozte pꝛudent, 
Cholen by fauour foz to be mayſtreſſe 

To fayze Janeyongeand innocent 
Which doughter was tothe great ducheſſe 
Ok Calabze,and furthermoze to expꝛeſſe 
Yer huſbande the Ethyopyen withall 

Df Charles houchold was made ſeneſchall, 


O lozdecquod Bochas)ſpake of hie diſdain 
What meneth this foztune foꝛ to make chere 
With her fauour to rayſe vp a foꝛayne 

Upon her whele with bzight fethers clere, 
But ofcuſtome it is ape her manete 

Fapꝛeſt to appere with chere # tountena'ce 
Whan the wyll bꝛyng a mã vnto miſchaiice, 


Foꝛ he that was a boy the laſt day, 

In Ethiopien bozne,# hozrible of light 

And afoze time in the kechyn lay 

Amonge the pottes, with baudy cote anight, 
Howe of newe hath take the oꝛdꝛe of knight 
With king Charles is now ſcneſchall, 
Such ſodapne climbing aſketh a ſodain fal. 


He and Philipot his wyfe fro pouerte 


Be enhaunced and riſſen to great richeſſe, 


Two of their lonnes ſtatelpy marped be,. 
And he foꝛ fauour moze than woꝛthyneſſe 
To oꝛder ok knight, æ in his moſt highneſſe 
Their father died whoſe feaſt funerall 
Was ſolempnyſed and holde full ropall. 


Thus can foꝛtune chaunge as the mone, 
Her bzight face derked with a ſkye: 

His eldeſt lonne dyed alter ſone 

The ſeconde left vp his clergie. 

To be made knightigan him ſelfe apply, 
Stode ok his father plainly as J rede 
In his office, by fauour to ſucce de. 


Thus by pꝛoceſſe fro Philipot anonright 
Deathe of her hulbande a her ſonnes twaine 
Foztune1tn party eclypſed hath the light, 

Ok her welfare, and gan at her dildapne: 
pet euen like as whan it doth rayne 


Phebus after ſheweth moze clereneſſe, l 


Of Jhon Bochas, 
So che kro trouble, toſe to moꝛe nobles, 


Imeane as thus, reher ſpng no vertue 

In her perſon that men coude eſpye., 

But onely this by tytle of this illue 
LOhan Charles doughter on that partye 
Was to the king wedded of Hungrye 
Called Indzee,a man of great cozage 

He layed his wyte but right tendze ok age. 


The lame Jane nat without vice 

As is reherled ſomwhat by myne auctour, - 
To whome Phylipot whylom was nozice 
As ye haue herde and by full great labour 
Ok the laid Jane Robert made gouernour 
Sonne of Phylipot foz a great rewatde, 
Made ot Cecyle and of that lande ſtewarde. 


This fauour done to Philipot Cathenoyſe 
Cauled in that lande great indignacion, 
Whoſe doughters weddig cauſed gret noyle 
Maryed to charles the gret erle of Matthon 
whiche gaue to folke greate occaſion 

To deme amyſle aboute in eche countre 
That all » lande was gouerned by tho thꝛe 


By onene Jane and Phylipot Cathenoyes 
And the ſaid Robert ſtewarde of Cecyle 
Son to Philipot, this was thecommon vois, 
The Quene and Robert by their (ubtil wyle 
Bad of aſſent vſed a longe while 

The hateful lynne of aduoutry. 

Role in Cecyle and went vp to Hungry, 


Fo2 Quene Jane began no maner thing 
But Cathenovle aſſented were therto, 

The execucion and fully the wozking 
B2ought to conclucion byRobert al was do: 
Ind in this time role a great ſtryfe alſo 
Diſclaunderous and a froward dilcoꝛde, 
Atwene the quene a him that was her lozde; 


Harde to p2ocede vpon ſuſpection, 
Sclaunder is ſwift lightly taketh his flight, 
Fo2 which men Goulde eſchue the occaſion 
Ok fame and noyſe ofeuery maner wight, 
By pꝛouidence, remembzed in his ſight 
Whan the repozt is thzough a lande ronne 
Barde it is to ſtint it whan it is begonne. 


Withſtand pzinciples occaſions to decline, 
Leſt vnwarely ther folow great domage, 
To late commeth the lalue of medicine 
To feſtred ſozes whan they be vncurable: 
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And in caſe very reſemblable 
To eſchew ſclaũder who liſt nat foz to ſpare; 
Wave nat fayle to fal into the ſnare, 


Thus toꝛ a time the ſlaunder was kept cloſe 
Albeit ſo it did foꝛ a while abyde, 

Another miſchieke ful pitouſly aroſe 

Which afterward ſpzed abꝛode ful wyde, 
Adtoutry to murder is a very gyde: 

Set at a pꝛiefe mine auctour doth recoꝛde 
The king Indze was ſtrangled with a cozde, 


Out of his chambꝛe rapled a great heyght 
BY a coniected falſe conſpiracion, 

De was entreated,bzought downe by lleyght 
After ſtrangled as made is mencion, 
Whoſe death to punich by commiſſion 

Hugh erle of Anelyne by a patent large 

To be iudge toke vpon him the charge. 


Ok this murder role vp a great noyſe 

By euidence full abhominable, 

Philipot called Cathenopſe (ble: 
Ver ſonne # doughter that they were culpa- 
Dome was yeue by Judges ful notable, 

And to conclude ſhoztly their iudgement, 
With chaines boũd at takes they wer bzent; 


CLenuoy: 


Telleth the domage of pꝛelumption, 
By experience reherlſyng the manere 
Whan beggers rile to dominacion 
Is none ſo d2edeful execucion 
Ok cruelte, yt it be wel out ſought; 
Than ok ſuch one as came vp of nonght. 


Reco2de on Philipot that with hiible chere 
By lodayne fauout and ſuppoztacion, 
Which was tofoze a ſimple (mal landere 
Ok no value noz reputacion 
By Foꝛtunes gery triſmutacion (bꝛought, 
Shed out her malyte teſtate whan che was 
Liſt not conſider how che came vp of nought. 


A Dys Tragedy afoze reherſed here 


Where is moꝛe diſdayne oꝛ moze daungere 
Oz moze frowarde communicacion, 
Moze vengeable venim doth appere, 
Noz moze ſleyghty falſe ſupplantation 
No2 moze conſpired vnware colluſion, 


G g.i. Noz 
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Noz vndermining done couertly # wzought, 
Than of ſuch folke as come vp of nought, 


Foztunes chaunges # meuinges circulere 
With her moſt tozmy tranſmutacion» 
Now one let vp ful hie in the ſphere, 
Enhaunceth vices and vertues put down: 
Necoꝛd on Philipot whole venemous treaſõ 
Compaſſed afozne in her ſecret thought 

The dede ſheweth p che came vp of nought, 


Noble pꝛinces with your bꝛight eyen clere 
Aduertile in your dilcretion A 

That no flaterer come in your court ſo nere, 
By no fraude of faiſe diſception, 

Alway remembzing afoze in your reaſon - 

On this tragedy # on this treaſon wzought, 
By a falſe flatter that came vp of nought. 


The.xxrvi. Chapter, 


Howe kyng Sauſes was ſlayne by 
his colin which was bzother vn⸗ 
to the king of Ara- 
gon, 


- == De that time came of this trauaple 


vr » 
» it * 
n 1 
* i, 
\ 
Bb, 


Bochas dempt holding foz the beſt 
This noble Poete of Flozence 
and Jtayle 

To makehis penne a while foz to reſt, 
Cloſed his boke and hut it in his cheſt, 
But oꝛ he might (parre it with the key 
Came thze pzinces mekely gan him pꝛey 


Amonges other remembzed in his boke 
They: greuaunces bꝛieflp to declare, 
Wherwith Bochas gan calt vp his lone 
Ind of copaſſion behelde theyz pitous fare: 
Thought he would foꝛ no ſlouthe pare 

To theyꝛ requeſtes goodly condiſcende 
And of his boke lo foz to make an ende. 


Here gan firſt reherſe by wzitpng 

In his complaynt ful pitouſly he made 
Touching the fall of the great king 
Called Sauſes, which his ſoiour had 
The place named was Aſtrociade 
And as he wꝛit, a lytle there belide 
Was alytle Jle called Emalide. 


Bothe thele Jles together knit in one 
Wher Saules had his dominacion, 
Liuing in peace enemp had he none 


In longe qupet had poſſeſſion: 

Whoſe kyngdom hole, as made is mention 
In the vulgar myne auctour wate the lame 
Ok Malliogres platnly bare the name. 


There is alſo another ſmaller ple 

Called Mayloꝛge,. and of both twayn 

The laid king was loꝛd a great while, 
Kepyng his eſtate notable and ſouerapue: 
Hauyng a coſyn gan at him diſdayne, 
Which was bꝛother as made is mencion 
Unto the king that tyme of Tragon. 


In the yles remembꝛed by wꝛyghtingeg 
Wuhan the people went in to bataple, 

Was the vlage tounde vp firſt of ſlinges 
With caſt ot ſtones their enemies to aſſayle: 
They had of hot none other apparayle 

In that tyme, arblaſt nouther bowe, 
Perauenture was tho but lptell knowe, 


All thele countreis were called but one laude 
Where Sawſes helde poſſeſſion, 

Till his colyn with ſtrong and mighty hande 
With great power ſodaynly came doun, 
B20Ught people out of Arragon, 

Fyll on kyng Sawles feble ok diflence 

Gate that kingdome by knightly violence, 


The balaunce was nat ot euyn peys 

At wene thele colyns, who lyſt take hede, 
Foz in hys conqueſt the Arragoneys 

Ok cruelte hath \mytten of the hede | 
Df kyng Sawles quakinge in his dꝛede, 
Though it ſtode lo they were nygh of alye 
There was that day chewed no curteſy, 


Howe Lewes king of Jeruſalem 
and Cecile was put downe, 


| ny 

== Therecame a p2ince and gan his 
face Hewe , gan 

Called Lewes loꝛde of Trynacrp, 

The ſameyle in that party 

Called Cythane the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 

After the name of king Siculus. 

Trynacrye, 


Ok Jhon Bochas, 


'Trinacry a countre merueylous «—« 
(Toke firſt his name of famous hylles the; 
The chele of them is called Pelozus 

The next Pathmus the third Lyllpbe, 
Not ferre from Ethna the layd hilles be 
Beſide a ſea full perilous and plle, 
With two dangers Caribdis and Scillez 


The ſayd Lewes kyng of Jeruſalem 

And of Cecile the boke maketh mencion, 
Which was chaſed and put out of his realme 
By another Lewes and put down, 

Ended in poucrte foz Gozt concluſion: 

This laſt Lewes of pitedyd hym grace 
yl ge died to haue a dwellpng place, 


* 


The. xxxbiii. Chapter. 


How king John of Fraunce at Poyters 
was taken pꝛiſonet by pzince Ed⸗ 


warde, and bzought into 
Englande. 
rxt of all and laſt of euerychone, 
1 N Curipng Foꝛtune with all her 
EN ls variaunce, 1 
Pazpng brs tomplapnt, to Bo: 
chas tame king John. 
Colde his tale how he was take in Fraunce 
By pzice Edward foꝛ all his great puiſſaũce, 
And alter with ſtrong and mighty hand, 
he was fro Poytcrs bzought into England, 


Afoze diſtroyed his caſtels and his totwnes 
And ouerthzowen manly in battayle, i 
32 pzinces flayne, theyz banets # penouns 
oz bꝛode ſtanders might them not auaple: 
The trace out lought ſpoiled of plate # maile 
Maugre his might kig John was pztloner, 
In England after abode full many a pere. 
Set afterwarde to full great raunſon | 
The wozthy ſlapne on the Frenche party, 
The lame time in Bzutes Flbyon | 
There ſloured in ſuche nobleſſe # chyualry, 
With high pꝛudence and pꝛudent — 4 
Mars and Mercury aboue eche nat 
Gouerned that tyme Bzutus Albion. 


Mars foꝛ knighthode they? patron ĩ battaile 
And Myneraa gaue influence 
Meynt with bzightneffe of plate # mayle, 
To flour in clergye and in hie pzudence 


Fol. xxxbi. 


That pzince Edward by marciall biolente 
That dap on liue one the beſt knight (might. 
Bzought home kinge John mangre all hys 
[Though Bochas gaue htm fauour by ligage 
Bis heart enclined to that partye; = 
Bau bnto him was but [mall auauntage 
oꝛde is but winde bzought in by enuye, 
Foz to hinder the famous chiualtre 
Ok Engliſh me, ful narow he gan him thinke 
Left ſpeate a chelde fought with pen a ynke. 


5 the ſayd Bochas lloured in Poetry 
is pattial wzityng gaue no moztal woſide, 
Caught aquarell in his melancoly 

Which to his ame afterward did rebounde: 
In concluſion lyke as it was founde 

Agapne king John a quarel gan to take | 
Cauſe that he would ot Engliſh men be take; 


— ons per 
n his repoze,men may yys wꝛityng lee, 
> — fantaſy noz hys opinon ; * 
tode in that cale of none authozite: | 
Tori kig was take, their knightes did flee; 
et was Bochas to helpe thẽ at ſuch nede: 
Saue with his pen he made no man to blede. 


eee 
ould in his wzityng make no exception, 
ndilkerently conuey his matter F 
ot be perciall of none affection, 
Butgyfthe thanke ofmoxtal guerdon 
Bys ſtyle in ozder ſo egallp obſerned, 
To euety party as they haue deſerued, 


Laude of king John was that he abode, . 

In that he quit hym like a manly knight, 
His lozdes ſlayne ſome away they rode, 
Moſt ot his meyny toke them to the flight: 
This iournep take foz king Edwardes right, 
The feelde ywonne.haue this in memozy 
Trouthes hold hath gladly the victozy. 


Ok king John what ould J wzite moze 
Bꝛought to this land with other pꝛiloners⸗ 
Upon which the realme complayned loꝛe 

Bp rehearſayleofolde Croniclers, 

ae eee 
home agayne a 2 wal 

Licth at S.Denys with other kinges; 


Lenuope. 
G g.li. 
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F Bothas boke the laſt tragedye 
Compendiouſiye put in remembꝛaunce 
How pꝛince Edwarde w his chiualrye 
Fought at Poiters w king John of Fraũce, 
And thꝛough his mighty Marciall puyſaũce 
Groũded his quarell vpon his fathers right, 
Toke him pꝛiloner ful like a manly knight. 


By colluſton kyng John dyd occupye 

Set out of oꝛder the royall aliaunce, 
Stepter and crowne with all the regalye 
Was down defceded to Edward i ſubſtatice, 
Cdueped þ bzatiches bylineall concoꝛdaunce: 
Foz whichtitie grounded vpon right 
Pꝛinte Edward fought like a manly knight. 


His clayine and quarel moꝛe to fo2tify, 

In tozenß god his quarel would auaunce 
D iſcomfiture was made on that party, 
Upon kyng John by violen: vtraunce 

An heauenlp ſigne by 4nfluent purueyaunce 
Sent from aboue to chem Edwardes right 
Foz which þ pzicz fought like a maly knight, 


Noble pztnces your heartes do applye 
Juſtiy to way this matter in balaunce, 
All thing payſed ye may it not denye 
If ye conſider euery circumſtaunce 


Ju tight Judges may be no variaunce: 
The lielde derreyned deme who hath right 
Fo2 whiche þ pzice fonght like a mily knight, 


Thing of aſſent put in jeopardy, 

And committed to Gods ozdmaunce, 

There map be after no contrauerſy 
Atwene party, quarel, noz diſtaunce, 

Who chal retoyle,z tn this caſe Code Franunce 
Sith at Poyters declaring who hath right 
Pꝛice Edward fought like a manly knight, 


¶ Here Bochas maketh a rehearſayl how 
Foztune hath made highe eſtates vn⸗ 
warely to dilcende, 


Et folke of wiſdom colider in their wit 
Gather vp a (ſum t count in thepz reaſon 
To all eſtates how Foztune hath her quit, 
To popes pꝛelates gyn firſt in Rome town, 
To cardinals moſt ſouerayne of renown, 
When they ſat hieſt coude them not defende 
Agayn Fo:tune by no pꝛoibſion, 
But with a turne he made them to dileend. 


After in oꝛder call to remembzaunce, 


Theſtate imperial of famous emperours, 
Which as Appolio though theyꝛ puyſſaunce 
(Theyz fame vp blow to Jupiters tours, 
Ind foꝛget not theſe olde conquerours 
Aboue Mercurx caſt them to alcende, 

Tyl that foztune with her frowarde Qourg 
Moſt ſodayn!ymade them to diſcende. 


Kinges and pꝛinces of diuers regions, 

In àſpe, Europe, Ittrite, and Cartage, 

Ok Ethiope Jeden e n | 
Monſters of Inde hydous ok viſage, 
Ithlas, Hereules, i their moll furious rage, 
Againſt whole might no man coude hidefeve 


What folowed from their hyeſt tage: 
Foztune vnwarely made them to dilcende. 


Pꝛieſtes, pꝛelates, æ well fed fat perſons, 
And patriarkes that had great ſouerapnte 
Reken vp religiös w al their bzode crowneg 
Bychops, abbottes, confpzmed in theit ſee, 
Beholde of foztune the mutabylite 
Seculere chanons w many great pzebende, 
whan they (ate hygheſt in their felycits 
Howe lodaynly Ge made them to diſcende, 


All ß is waitten is wzitten to our doctryne, 
One courbeth lowe another gothe vpzight, 
Some be vicious ſome in vertue chyne, 
Phebus now clipſed ſötyme ſhyneth bztght, 
Somtymecloudy ſomtyme ſterlight, 
Some folke appayze ſome dothe amende, 
Shew of Foꝛtune the power & the might 
One goth vpward another doth diſcende, 


Some man holy encreaſeth in vertue, 
Another recheleſſe of frowarde wilfulneſſe, 
One is perkit and table in Chꝛiſt Jeſu, 
Another bzaydeth vpon frowardneſſe, 
One encreaſeth with treaſour # richeſſe, 
LOholiſt thꝛiue to labour maſt attende 
Maugre the wozld Foztunes doubleneſſe 
Doth one ariſe, another doth dilcende. 


One is buſy and ſetteth ail his labour 
Early to aryſe his good to multiply, 
Another ſpendeth,and is a great waſtour 
Some tre is baxayn ſome tre doth fructifye, 
One can ſay ſothe another can welllye, 


One can gather another can dilpende, 


VUnto koꝛtune this matter dot he applye 
She maketh one to atile, another to diltẽde 


All theſe matters tombined into one 


Of Jhon Bochas. 


Of which this boke maketh mencion, 

Uoyde the wede,of vertue take the coꝛne 

As reaſon teacheth in your dilcrecion: 

And kfoꝛ to make a ſhoꝛt concluſion 

Ina bꝛefe ſumme this boke to compzehende, 
Foztunes whele by reuolucion 

Doth one clymbe vp, another to diſcend, 


The wozdes of the 
tranſlatour, 


With letters a leues this lytelſ ho ke trEbling 
Pz3ay to the pꝛince, to haue on We pyte, 
Vopde of all picture and enlumpynyng 
Which halt of Cicero no curious dyte, 

Noz of his gardayne no figures of beaute, 
God graunt grace thy rudeneſſe nat offende 
(The hygh nobleſſe and magnanpmpte 
Ofhits pzeſence,whan thou halt alcende. 


And fo my parte of one hert abyding 
Uoyvde of chaunge and mutabylite, 

J do pꝛeſent this boke with hand@akyng 
£f hole affection knelyng on my kne, 
Pꝛaping thelozd one, two, and the, 

Whoſe magnificence no clerke may copzehede 
Sende you might grace and pꝛolperite 
Euer in vertue to encreace and altende. 


To kiſſe » ſteppes of the that were furthetig 
Laureat poetes whiche had ſoucraynte 

Ok eloquence, to luppozte thy makyng: 

And pꝛay all tho that hall this pzocefle ſe 

In thyne excuſe that they lyſt tobe, 

And where it is ampſſe foz to amende 

Set thy grounde vpon humplite 

Unto their grace that thou mayſt alcende. 


In a choꝛte tlauſe thy content reherſyng 

As one bpclymbeth to great p2oſperite, 

So another by experte knowlegyng 
From great rycheſſeis bꝛought to pouerte: 
Alas (O boke) what Gall J ſay ot the? 
Thy tragedyes thzugh all þ woꝛlde to lende. 
Go fozthe J pzay excuſe thy ſelfe and me, 
who loueth moſt vertue higheſt hal aſcende, 


Blacke be thy wede of coplaynt # mournig; 
Called fall of pꝛinces from their felycite, 
Lyke Chaunteplure now ſinging nowe we - 
wo after myꝛth, next ioy aduerſyte, (ping, 
So enttemedled there is no Inerte: 
Lyne as this boke doth pzayſe g copzehende, 
— on the whele now let in lowe degre, 
ho will encreace by vertue mult aſcende, 


The ende of Bochas 
Volumes. 
Gg. ii 
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